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PREFACE. 

TH  E  great  importance  to  all  nations 
and  people  of  the  mod  extraordi- 
nary Revolution  which  ever  yet  marked 
the  various  hiftory  of  mankind,  a  Revolu- 
tion which  has  already  produced  effecls" 
that  are  fenfibly  and  unfortunately  felt  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which  is 
frill  capable,  in  its  poflible  confequences, 
of  mocking  all  calculations  framed  by 
wifdom,  or  founded  on  experience,  with 
refpe&  to  their  extent  and  duration,  has, 
in  our  prefent  Work,  called  forth  our  ut- 
moft  powers  of  diligence,  enquiry,  and  at- 
tention, to  trace  and  delineate  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  fo  great  and  fo  lingular 
an  event.  Nor  was  this  by  any  means  an 
eafy  tafk,  For,  though  the  fources  of  in- 
formation were  beyond  all  example  and 
meafure  redundant*  and  voluminous,  yet 
they  porTeffed  properties  little  favourable 
to  the  formation  of  hiftory ;  being  gene- 
rally framed  and  calculated  merely  for  the 
purpofes  of  mifreprefentation  and  decep- 
tion ;  their  variety,  contradictions,  and 
number,  all  tended  to  increafe  the  diffi- 
culty of  difcovering  the  truth.  From  fuch 
heaps  of  inert  or  doubtful  matter,  where 
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the  clearing  "away  of  whole  bufhels  of 
chaff,  was  frequently  not  rewarded  by  a 
fingle  feed  of  wholefome  grain,  we  have 
endeavoured  to  comprefs.  within  the  nar- 
jow  compafs  of  our  prefcribed  limits,  fuch 
aa  abftract  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  French 
Revolution,  as  we  truft  will  not  prove  un- 
acceptable or  unfatisfadtory  to  the  Public: 
requesting  our  Readers  tp  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  would  require  an  ample  folio  vo- 
lume to  do  full  juftice  to  all  the  parts  of 
which.. we  have  here  traced  the  outline. 

The  time  and  room  taken  up  by  this 
momentous  fubject,  has  of  neceffity  pre- 
cluded our  entering  into  the  detail  of  other 
foreign  transactions,  which,  in  the  ufual 
ftate  of  things,  would  have  been  deemed 
©bje&s  of  principal  importance.  The 
conclufion  of  that  ferocious  and  bloody 
war  between  the  great  powers  of  the  North 
and  Eaft  (of  the  opening,  and  progrefs  of 
which,  through  the  two  flrft  campaigns, 
we  gave  fo  particular  an  account  in  our 
preceding  volumes)  fhall,  with  the  death 
of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  and  fome  other 
matters,  form  a  retrospective  article  in  our. 
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RetrofpeBive  view  of  the  affairs  of  France  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1789- 
State  of  Paris.     Sudden  and  frequent  revolutions  in  the  government  and 
conftitution  of  that  metropolis.     Body  of  eleclors  appointed  for  the  prejent, 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  former  regal  and  municipal  authorities.     Laudable 
conduct  of  the  electors,  and  great  benefits  derived  from  it,  in  preferring 
fome  degree  of  order  and  peace  in  that  city.     Incidents  which  led  to  their 
being  expofed  to  imminent  danger,  through  the  caprice  and  the  fufpicious 
difpofition  of  the  people*     Seemingly  apprchenfive  of  this  change  of  temper* 
they  had  the  fortune  previoufly  to  fecure  a  retreat,  by  inducing  the  people  to 
elecl  1 20  deputies,  who  were  to  be  their  temporary  fucceffors.     The  divi- 
sion of  Paris  into  Jixty  diftricls,  for  the  better  conducing  if  the  late  elec- 
tions for  deputies  to  the  ftates,  productive  of  many  confequences  favourable 
to  the  revolution,  as  well  as  to  the  eftabUJhment  of  form  and  order.     In 
each  of  thefe  diftricls  general  affemblies  were  held,  whofe  refolutions  carried 
the  effecl  of  laws,  and  the  moft  fovereign  ails  of  authority  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  diftricl,  were  difpenfed  by  its  own  adminiftration.     Vhus,  Paris 
nuas  rather  to  be  considered  as  a  confederacy,  compofed  of  fixty  independent 
democratical   republics,  than  as  one  commonwealth.      A  few  demagogues 
a/fume  the  lead  in  all  thefe  diftricls,  and  being  fupported  by  the  lower  orders % 
foon  oblige  people  of  characler  to  abfent  themf elves  from  thefe   affemblies. 
Inftances  of  the  noife,  diforder,  and  tumult,  which  prevailed  at  thpfe  meet- 
*V/p'JV    New  republican  clubs,  who  have  their  appendant  focieties  in  every 
town  of  France,  foon  become  rulers  of  the  mohs  and  demagogues  of  Paris, 
and  at  the  fame  time  diSators  to  the  national  affcmbly.    lnjlancfs  from  a 
Vol.  XXXII.  {A]  writer 
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writer  of  credit,  that  falfehoeds  and  forgeries  were  the  great  and  conftant 
fefources  of  the  cabals  in  Paris.     PariJians  noted  for  credulity,  and  at  the 

k  fame  time  for  J  he  extreme  fufpicioufnefs  of  their  nature.  Similar  inftances 
of  credulity  in  the  provinces.  The  excejjive  liberty  and  unbounded  Jicen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  a  powerful  injlrument  of  the  revolution.  The  literati 
of  Paris  e/iimated  at  20,000,  and  thefe  dictated  to  the  reft  of  the  nation. 
Unaccountable  and  indefenjible  fupinenefs  of  the  minifters,  with  refpecl  to 
the  prefs.  Strange  and  fatal  blindnefs  of  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  ft  ate. 
Famine,  as  a  caufe  of  general  difcontent,  another  powerful  injlrument  of  the 
revolution.  Real  or  imputed  conducl  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  National 
affembly  ferioufly  alarmed  at  the  conflagrations  and  maffacres  which  were 
spreading  defolation  and  ruin  through  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  nobi- 
lity being  hunted  down  like  wild  beafts  in  fever al  of  the  provinces.  This 
imprejjion  of  terror,  produces  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  \th  of  Auguft. 
The  vifcount  Noailles,  and  the  duke  d'Aiguillon,  make  fpeeches  in  the  af- 
fembly, in  which  they  propofe  fubftantial  rcdrefs  and  relief  to  ihe  peafantry, 
by  relinquijhing  and  abolijhing  thofe  parts  of  the  feudal  rights  and  duties, 
which  lay  the  heavieft  on,  or  were  the  moft  complained  of  by,  that  order  of 
men*  A  fudden  fit  of  enthufiafm  fpreads  at  once  through  the  two  firft 
orders,  and  the  only  conteft  after  feemed  to  be,  who  Jhould  facrifice  the  moft, 
And  who  Jhould  be  the  firft  to  offer',  while  the  commons  feemed  loft  in 
aftonijhment  and  applaufe.  It  was  in  an  infant  decreed,  that  all  impofts 
Jhould  be  equally  and  equitably  laid  on ;  that  all  the  feudal  ferv ices  Jhould 
be  redeemable  at  an  equitable  price ;  and  that  perfonal  fervitude  Jhould  be 

'  aholijhed  for  ever,  without  any  pur  chafe.  Thefe  are  followed  by  a  facri- 
fice of  the  exclufive  rights  of  the  chace,  of  fijhing,  of  warren,  and  of 
dove-cotes.  The  parijh  pr lefts  make  an  offering  of  all  their  parochial 
ferqui/ites,  and  the  beneficiaries  bind  them/elves  never  to  hold  a  plurality. 
Various  other  refolutions  paffed  on  the  fame  night,  each  of  which  was  from 
that  moment  confidered  as  an  irrevocable  decree,  and  afterwards  made  the 
foundation  of  a  formal  law.  Affembly  decree  a  medal  to  be  ftruck,  to  com- 
memorate the  acls  of  this  glorious  night.  They  likewife  confer  on  the  king 
the  title  of  Reftorer  of  the  Liberties  of  France.  Solemn  Te  Deum  cele- 
brated, at  which   the  king  and  the  national  affehibly  ajpft.     Aftonijhment 

*  and  difmay  of  the  clergy,  after  the  great  facrifices  which  they  had  volun- 
'  tarily  made,  upon  a  moti  n  for  the  fequeftration  of  their  tithes.     Debates 

renewed  with  great  violence  on  the  following  day.  Caufe  of  the  clergy 
eloquently  and  ably  defended  by  the  Abbe  Sieyes.  In  general  they  ft  and 
firmly  in  fupport  of  their  rights.  Debate,  after  much  tumult,  adjourned 
late  at  night*  Means  u/ed  during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  the  morn- 
ing,  to  bring  over  the  heads  of  the  clergy  to  a  confenH  Archbijhqp  of 
Paris,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  furrenders  all  the  tithesx  of  the  church 
into  the  hands  of  the  nation*     His  Jhort  Jpeech  on  that  occafion.     The  old 

•  provincial  names,  diftinclions,  peculiar  rights,  and  privileges,  determined  to  be 
aholijhed,  and  the  whole  nation  coxjelidated  into  one  compacl  body,  and  under 

'■  one  equal  form  of  government.  Deputies  of 'privileged  towns  and  diftricls 
make  a  furrender  of  their  charters  and  municipal  documents.  Provinces 
which  pojfeffed  a  right  of  taxing  them/elves,  renounced  that  right  and  their 

ftatcs 
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fiates  together ;  and  the  parliaments  were  annihilated  as  well  as  the  prt- 
vincial  fates.     All  fees  and  taxes  to  the  court  of  Rome  for  ever  abolijhedk 
Some  observations  on  the  precipitancy,  with  which  fixtem  laws  of  the  utmofl 
moment  were  hurried  through  in  one  night ;  as  well  as  on  the  had  effecJ  of 
pajffing  laws  by  acclamation.     Nobility  and  clergy  in  the  provinces  highly 
difcontented  with  the  conducl  of  their  delegates  on  the  qth  ofAuguft*  in  mak- 
ing fuch  vaft  facrifices   without    their    confent.     Several  members  of  the 
ajjembly  likewife  repent  their  own  concejfions,  and  become  equally  dijfatisfted. 
handed  proprietaries  at  length  take  up  arms  in  their  o<zvn  defence,  and  re* 
preft  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  pcafantry'.     King  appoints  a  new  minif 
try,  with  the  approbation  of  the  ajje?nbly.     Diftreffed  ft  ate  of  the  public, 
through  the  failure  of  the  taxes \     Loans  attempted  and fail*     Scheme  of  pa* 
triotic  contributions  adopted* 


AS  the  city  of  Paris  already 
pofle/Ted,  or  was  faft  advanc- 
ing to  thepofleffion  of  the  real  power 
and  authority  of  the  nation,  without 
a  direct  nominal  aftumption  of  its 
government,  and  the  exercife  of  that 
power  was  rendered  lefs  diftafteful 
and  invidious  to  the  provinces  and 
to  the  people  at  large,  by  its  paf- 
fmg  through  the  medium  of  the  na- 
tional affembly,  which  was  appa- 
rently refponfible  for  meafures  in 
which  it  a&ed  little  more  than  a  fe- 
condary  part ;  it  may  not  perhaps 
be  unneceflary  to  make  fome  in- 
quiry, how  that  authority,  which 
was  thus  paramount  to  all  others  in 
fo  great  and  extenfive  an  empire, 
and  fo  immenfe  a  population,  was 
irfelf  conftru&ed,  regulated,  and  di- 
rected. We  (hall  likewife  take  no- 
tice of  fome  correfponding  circum- 
ffitnees  and  caufes,  which  were  ei- 
ther overlooked  in  our  laft  volume, 
or  did  not  at  the  time  come  within 
Qur  knowledge,  but  which  tended 
in  a  lefs  or  greater  degree  to  faci- 
litate the  accompliftiment  of  a  re- 
volution, which,  taken  in  all  its 
parte,  is  without  example  in  the 
hiftory  of  cultivated  nations,  and 
of  long-eftablifhed  governments. 

Intnecourfe  of  about  three  weeks, 
that  Vail  and  turbulent  metropolis, 


which  was  deftlned  to  give  the  laur 
to  a  whole  empire,  had  undergone 
no  lefs  than  three  revolutions  in  its 
own  conftitution  of  government. 
Having  in  the  firft  inftance  thrown  * 
ofFall  eftablilhed  authority,  whether 
derived  from  the  fovereign  or  from 
their  own  municipal  inftitutions,  the 
capital  feemed*  expofed  a  prey  to 
every  fpecies  of  diforder,  violence, 
and  of  the  mod  unbounded  anarchy* 
In  this  alarming  and  dangerous  itate, 
it  happened  moil  fortunately  for  that 
city,  and  probably  faved  it  frorti 
continual  fcenes  of  plunder  and 
mailacre,  that  the  better  order  of  ci- 
tizens perceived  within  their  reach 
the  means  of  eftablifhing,  at  leafl, 
a  temporary  authority,  which  might 
tend  to  preferve  order  and  to  afford 
fecurity.  The  body  of  conftituent 
electors,  who  returned  the  deputies 
from  Paris  to  the  ftate,  were  of 
courfe  compofed  of  the  principal 
citizens  in  their  refpe&ive  diitriots  ; 
they  amounted  to  about  three  hun-  , 
dred,  and  luckily  for  the  capital, 
poflefled  in  a  high  degree  the  good 
opinion  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple. On  thefe  the  opulent  and  bet- 
ter part  of  the  citizens  immediately 
caft  tiieir  eyes,  as  capable  of  form- 
ing a  central,  effective,  and  what, 
with  any  other  people  to  manage, 
[A]  -z  might 
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might  well  have  proved  a  perma- 
nent body  of  magiftracy.  There 
were  fufficient  caufes  on  which  to 
found  this  expectation  of  perma- 
nence; for  the  electors  were  in 
fact,  in  their  feveral  diftricts,  the 
direct  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
being  elected  by  them,  which  the 
deputies  at  Verfailles  were  not,  they 
being  created  by  the  three  hundred, 
and  holding  a  very  remote  connec- 
tion with  the  people  at  large,  to 
whom  they  were  but  little  known, 
and  to  whom  they  were  not  bound 
by  any  obligation.  It  was  however 
happy,  that  thefe  confiderations  ope- 
rated powerfully  upon  the  bulk  of 
the  people  in  the  firft  inftance,  thro* 
which  the  government  of  the  capi- 
tal was  for  fome  days  carried  on 
fmoothly  enough,  and  the  authority 
of  the  new  magiftracy  would  have 
feemed  complete,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  thofe  occaiions*  of  murder  or 
maffacre  which  called  forth  the  fe- 
rocity of  ther  rabble,  when  all  laws, 
government,  and  authority,  and  all 
refpect  to  perfons,  were  trampled 
under  foot. 

The  electors  were  too  fenfible  of 
the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people  for  whom  they 
were  to  a?£  to  be  at  all  folicitous 
'  for  the  pre-eminence  to  which  they 
Were  called;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  at  the  earnefi:  folicitation  and 
repeated  entreaties  of  the  moft  va- 
luable part  of  their  fellow-citizens,  - 
that  they  ventured  upon  the  arduous 
talk  of  governing  the  capital.  Their 
tonduct  was  fuch,  during  the  fhort 
continuance  of  their  power,  as  to 
gain  the  approbation  of  3II  the  fo- 
ber  part  of  the  citizens ;  and  for  a 
few  days,  the  applaufe  which  they 
received  even  from  the  rabble  was 
koundlefs,  and  the  merit  and  im- 
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portance  of  their  fervices  were  umi- 
verfally  acknowledged ;  nor  did 
their  fubfequent  conduct  afford  any 
fair  ground  of  cenfure. 

But  the  natural  levity  and  incon- 
flancy  of  the  Parifians,  their  grofs 
ignorance,  their  mortal  abhorrence 
of  fubordination,  and  above  all, 
that  horrid  fufpicioufnefs  of  temper, 
which  induces  them,  to  imagine 
treachery  or  villainy  in  the  mod 
indifferent,  the  mod  innocent,  or  the 
moil  praife-worthy  actions,  render- 
ed it  impoflible  for  any  man  or  fet 
of  men  long  to  preferve  their  fr.  - 
vour,  or  to  conduct  their  bufinefs  in 
any  manner  which  could  afford  fa- 
tisfaction,  and  which  would  not 
even  in  the  conclufion  be  attended 
with  imminent  danger.  We  have 
fliewn  in  our  laft  volume  the  narrow 
efcape  which  the  electors  had  from 
the  fufpicious  rage  of  the  multitude, 
when,  on  account  of  the  im predion 
made  on  their  humanity  by  Neckar's 
eloquence  in  favour  of  Bezenval, 
and  of  a  fimilar  difpofition  operat- 
ing on  themfelvQS  to  endeavour  to 
heal  the  bleeding  wounds  of  the 
nation  by  a  general  amnefty,  the 
rabble  conceived  thefe  acts  of  wif- 
dom  and  virtue  to  be  fo  flagrant  an 
invafion  of  their  new  Sovereignty, 
and  like  other  defpots  not  enduring 
any  partners  in  power,  that  they 
were  on  the  point  of  carrying  their 
refentment  to  the  extremity  of  pu- 
nilhment.  Indeed,  it  feemed  clear, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  fortunate 
and  inftantaneous  perception  of  their 
danger,  which  ftruck  the  electors, 
and  the  confequcnt  immediate  de- 
reliction of  their  feats  and  autho- 
rity, was  likely  to  preferve  their 
perfons  from  the  fummary.  execu- 
tion of  the  lanthorn,  or  their  houfes 
and  property  from  deftruction. 

It.  feemed,  however,  as   if  the 

body 
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body  of  ele&ors.  had   either  fome 
previous   notice  that  the  tide  was 
beginning  to  turn,  or  that  they  had 
fo  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  tem- 
per  and  difpofition  of  their   new 
matters,  that  they  forefaw  to  a  der 
grec  of  certainty  the  event  which 
was  to  take  place ;  for,  fome  days 
before  this   final   iffue,  while  they 
were   yet  loaded  with  praife,  and 
that  all  feemed  to  acknowledge  the 
importance  of  their  fervices,  they 
called  a  meeting  of  the  feveral  dis- 
tricts,   and  propoied   to,  and   fuc- 
ceeded  in  perfuading  them,  to  ele& 
1 20  deputies,  who  mould  conftitute 
a    temporary    adminiftration,    and 
who  might  in.  the  mean  time  form 
a  fcheme  for  a  future  permanent 
municipal    government.     Nothing 
could  have  been  more  judicious  or 
more  fortunate  than  this  meafure. 
When  the  day  of  evil  and  of  danger 
arrived,     the     new    adminiilration 
filled    up    the  chafm   which    their 
fudden    dereliction  of  office  would 
have   made,  and  by  obviating  the 
confuiion  which  mult  otherwife  have 
taken   place,  afforded  the   electors 
an  opportunity  to  retire  with  the 
lth    notice  or  obfervation,  and  to 
feek  for  fhelter  and  oblivion  in  the 
mafs   of  the  people.     But  neither 
their    prudence,    caution,   nor    the 
timely  and  fignal  proof  which  they 
had  given  of  xheir  difintereflednefs, 
were    fufHcient   to    preferve    them 
from    the    moil  virulent    invective 
and  abufe,  nor  from  the  dangerous 
charge  of  ambitious  defigns,  which 
they  directed  to  the  prolongation 
and  increafe  of  their  power. 

Among  the  novelties  for  which 
the  late  elections  of  deputies  to  the 
ftates  had  given  occafion,  one  of 
the  mod  efiential,  and  which  was 
indeed  productive  of  confequences 
.  |hat  were  at  the  time  little  thought 


of,  was  the  new  divifion  of  Paris 
into  fixty  diflri&s,  which  then  took 
place.  This  meafure,  which  was 
intended  merely  to  facilitate  the 
elections,  held  out  an  outline  of 
form  and  order  which  could  not  be 
overlooked,  and  which  was  turned 
to  great  account  in  the  fucceeding 
convulfions.  The  eafy  means 
which  it  aiForded  of  fummoning 
the  people  of  each  diflrid  to  con- 
ference or  action  upon  the  fhorteft 
notice  was  inflantly  perceived ;  and 
the  committee  of  electors  which, 
in  the  beginning,  prefided  in  each, 
befides  introducing  habits  of  regu- 
larity and  order, /were  the  means 
of  pafling  refolutions,  or  decrees, 
for  the  prefervation  of  internal 
quiet,  and  the  fecurity  of  perfon 
and  property.  By  this  means 
much  of  the  violence  and  confufion 
which  mull  otherwife  have  taken 
place  was  prevented;  and  to  this 
caufe,  and  not  to  any  fuperior  vir- 
tue in  the  people,  (to  which  it  has  , 
been  caufelefsly  affigned)  we  are  to 
look  for  that  appearance  of  order 
and  government  which  was  ob- 
fervable  at  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  and  for  fome  time 
after. 

In  each  of  thefe  diftfi&s  general 
affemblies  wore  held,  at  which  every 
inhabitant  was  permitted  to  fpeak 
and  vote ;  and  each  formed  per- 
manent committees  of  police  and 
adminiftration.  Thefe  affemblies 
framed  .  refolutions,  which  carried 
the  force  and  effect  of  laws  in  their 
individual  diflri&s,  and  in  as  many 
others  as  they  could  induce  to 
coincide  with  them;  they  likewife 
iflued  proclamations,  granted  pafT- 
ports,  flopped  and  examined  car- 
riages and  paffengers,  opened  pack- 
ages, and  were  beyond  meafure 
anxious  and!  vigilant  in  the  exerciie 

M  3  "  of 


6]         ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 


of  a  ihoft  teasing  and  vexations 
inquifition,  which  reached  to  every 
thing,  and.  which  nothing  could 
evade  or  refift. 

But  the  abfence  or  lofs  of  in- 
fluence of  the  ele&ors  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  the  departure  of  every 
degree  of  decency  and  decorum 
from  thefe  meetings.  It  has  been 
afferted  by  creditable  obfervers, 
that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  a 
native  of  any  other  country  to  form 
even  a  remote  conception  of  the 
noife  and  tumult  which  prevailed 
in  thefe  affemblies;  and  that  the 
foreigner  who  could  for  any  length 
of  time  withftand  the  preffure  of  the 
former  upon  his  fenfes,  need  never 
eive  any  other  demonftration  of  the 
foundnefs  of  his  head,  or  the  firm- 
nefs  of  his  nerves.  All  the  boldeft 
and  moft  impetuous  of  the  Speakers, 
to  the  amount  fome times  of  a  hun- 
dred, were  to  be  feen  at  the  fame 
inilant,  (training  their  lungs  toge- 
ther, each  endeavouring  to  drown 
the  voices  of  his  competitors,  and 
hoping  tfhat  he  alone  would  be 
heard.  Yet  this  contention  of  noife, 
this  confufion  of  voices,  fo  totally 
unintelligible  to  all  ftrangers,  was 
fo  far  underftood  by  the  furround- 
ing  crowd,  whofe  organs  of  hear- 
ing and  perception  feemed  endued 
with  powers  calculated  for  the  pur- 

}>ofe,  that  the  general  clamour  was 
requently  increafed,  or  the  jarring 
difcord  of  the  haranguers  entirely 
interrupted,  •  by  the  foud  fhouts  of 
approbation,  or  the  deep  roar  of 
execration  and  threat,  which  they 
occasionally  drew  forth.     The  in- 

§enious  device  of  one  of  the  prefi- 
ents  of  thefe  afTemblies,  will  per- 
haps afford  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
dilorder  which  prevailed  in  them 
than  any  defcription.  This  man 
had  a  drummer  corilantly  ftation- 
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ed  at  the  back  of  his  chair,  and 
when  the  noife  and  tumult  rofe  to 
fuch  a  pitch  as  to  be  infupport- 
able,  and  that  all  his  efforts  to  pro- 
duce order  and  filence  were  totally 
difregarded,  he  gave  the  fignal  for 
beating  the  drum,  which  was  done 
with  fuch  vigour  and  effect,  as  foon 
to  overpower  all  other  noifes ;  and 
this  was  continued,  until  the  people 
(hewed  fome  Signs  of  recovering 
their  temper  and  reafon. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  Paris  was 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  confe- 
deracy between  Sixty  diftind  demo- 
cratical  republics,  than  as  one  com- 
monwealth, or  as  adting  under  one 
Simple  form  of  government.  Each 
individual  diftricl  was  independent 
in  its  own  administration,  and  al- 
lowed no  fuperiority  of  diftindtion 
or  authority  to  any  other.  Upon 
fending  deputies  from  one  of  thefe 
departments  to  confer  with  or  make 
any  propofal  to  another,  it  was 
laughable,  if  not  ridiculous,  to  be- 
hold the  mimick  forms  of  ftate  ce- 
remonial which  were  obferved  on 
both  fides,  the  deputies  being  treat- 
ed with  all  the  obfervance  and  ho- 
nours which  could  have  been  fhewn 
by  one  fovereign  power  to  the  am- 
baffadors  from  another.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  a  few  of  the  moft  tur- 
bulent, noify,  and  generally  profli- 
gate demagogues,  became  the  lead- 
ers in  every  affembly,  and'  leading 
the  multitude  as  they  pleafed,  all 
power  in  every  department  came  by 
degrees  to  be  virtually  lodged  in 
their  hands ;  while  the  ferious  and 
better  part  of  the  citizens  abftained 
from  going  to  thefe  tumultuous 
meetings,  where,  befides  being  (tun- 
ned by  the  noife  and  clamour,  they 
were  expofed  to  the  groffeft  infults 
from  the  lowed  of  the  rabble. 

Thus,  by  degrees,  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  a  million  of  people,  who, 
having  thrown  off  all  eftablifhed 
authority  and  fubordination,  fancied 
themfelves  free,  and  who,  it  might 
without  much  hyperbole  be  faid, 
had  gone  mad  in  their  purfuit  of 
liberty,  became  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  hundreds  of  the  moil 
worthlefs  among  themfelves;  men 
equally  deilitute  of  character,  pro- 
perty, principle,  and  the  moil  com- 
mon portion  of  moral,  political,  or 
general  knowledge.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, naturally  became  the  inilru- 
ments  of  men  of  much  greater 
knowledge  and  capacity,  but  as 
little  troubled  with  fcruples  or  prin- 
ciple as  themfelves.  The  new  re- 
publican clubs,  of  which  the  Jaco- 
bins became  the  moft  noted,  and 
who  had  their  dependent  focieties, 
ready  to  execute  their  orders  upon 
the  fhorteit  notice,  in  every  town 
of  France,  were  compofed  of  the 
moil  turbulent,  daring,  and  hot- 
headed men  in  the  kingdom,  or 
perhaps  that  exiiled  in  any  country. 
Many  of  thefe  were  adepts  in  the 
new  philofophy,  and  all  of  them 
fufficiently  learned  in  the  new  vi- 
fionary  theories  of  government,  as 
to  be  capable  of  fpreading  confu- 
iion  and  anarchy  through  all  man- 
kind, fo  far  as  their  influence  or 
communication  could  poflibly  be  ex- 
tended. All  the  republican  party, 
the  mofl  vifionary  theorifts,  and  the 
boldefl  innovators  in  the  national 
ailembly,  became  members  of  this 
club;  and  it  foon  became  the  fa- 
Hiion  that  all  laws,  all  meafures,  and 
all  bufinefs  brought  forward  in  that 
body,  were  firil  difcuiTed,  prepared, 
and  digefled  by  the  Jacobins,  whofe 
fan&ion  was  the  fure  paffport  to 
fuccefs.  Being  thus  doubly  forti- 
fied, ruling  the  tumultuous  rabble 


in  the  fixty  departments  of  Paris 
through  the  intlrumentality  of  the 
demagogues,  who  excited  them  to 
whatever  pitch  of  outrage  and  vio- 
lence they  were  directed,  on  the 
one  hand ;  and  governing  the  na- 
tional aiTembly  itfelf  by  a  decided 
majority,  as  well  as  by  the  terror 
with  which  they  ft  ruck  the  mode- 
rate party,  on  the  other,  their  power 
feemed  to  be  unbounded;  the  more 
efpecially,  as  it  was  extended 
through  every  part  of  the  nation  by 
their  deputies  and  emiflaries.  Thofe 
of  the  club,  whether  members  of  the 
aiTembly  or  not,  who  were  the  moft 
violent  in  their  republican  princi- 
ples, and  the  moil  diilinguifhed  for 
their  invincible  animofity  to  mo- 
narchy in  all  its  forms  and  relations, 
which  they  detefted  fo  much  as  n6t 
to  endure  even  the  name  of  king, 
but  fubilituted  the  terms  defpot  and 
tyrant  in  its  Head,  held  the  firil  place 
among  the  Jacobins,  and  gave  the 
tone  to  all  the  reil. 

It  may  be  eaiily  judged  how 
fmall  and  precarious  a  ihare  of  au- 
thority the  new  temporary  muni- 
cipality could  hold  in  fuch  a  ilate 
of  things,  and  with  fuch  a  people. 
Nor  have  any  of  the  changes  which 
have  iince  taken  place  in  that  ca- 
pital, in  any  degree  bettered  its 
condition,  either  with  refpedl  to  ge- 
neral government,  to  private  hap- 
pinefs,  or  to  perfonal  fecurity.  On 
the  contrary,  the  ancient  order  of 
things  has  not  been  more  com- 
pletely fubverted  with  refpeel:  to 
public  affairs,  than  to  domeftic  con- 
cerns, to  the  government  and  order 
of  families,  and  to  the  feveral  du- 
ties and  relations  by  which  their 
members  were  connected.  Men  and 
women  feemed  to  have  changed 
their  nature ;  and  both  fexes,  with 
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all  ages  and  conditions,  to  be  thrown,    vent  of  Montmartre  has  been  twice 
into   one    undiflinguifhed   mais   of    befet  by  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 


general  confufion. 

It  appears  from  the  letters  pub- 
lifhed  under  the  name  of  Groen- 
velt,    who    fays    he    was    prefent 
when    many    of    the    tranfaclions 
which  he  relates  took  .place,  (and 
who,  though  profeffedly  a  German, 
was  a  great  admirer  of  the  revolu- 
tion, as  well  as  a  ftrong  democrate 
in  principle)    that  falsehoods   and 
forgeries  were  the  conflant  refources 
and  favourite  weapons  of  the  ca- 
bals  in  Paris.      Some   of  the   in- 
ffcances  which  he  mentions  in  fup- 
port  of  this  aflertion  are  fo  curious, 
and  at    the  fame  time    throw    fo 
much  light  upon  the  hiflory  of  the 
time,  that  we  (hall  infert  them.     In 
writing  to  his  fuppofed   friend  he 
fays,  "  You  cannot  form  an  idea 
of  the  impudence,  with  which  the 
"  moil   palpable  lies    are    publifhed 
.  and  propagated  among  die  people. 
The  moll   pofitive   affertions,  the 
.  mod   minute   detail  of  fads,  the 
Arongefl  appearances  of  probability, 
are  made  to  accompany  the  grofleft 
falfehoods*     Fleflelles  was  the  vic- 
tim of  a  pretended  letter,  which 
every  body  could  repeat  by  heart, 
but  which  no  body  has  ever  feen. 
Of  the  letter  which  is  the  only  evi- 
dence againft  Bezenval,  there  are 
in  Paris  a  thoufand  copies,  but  no 
original.      No   fooner  is   it  whif- 
pexed  in  fome  obfcure  corner,  that 
a  certain  monaftery  is  a  magazine 
,  of  arms,  or  of  corn,  than  the  report 
fpreads     with      rapidity,     gathers 
.   ftrength,  becomes  a  matter  of  cer- 
tainty, and    yet  the   moment   the 
houfe   is   examined    the  whole  is 
found  to  be  groundlefs.    The  con- 


men,  who   threatened  it  with  de- 
flru&ion,  for  having  engroffed  the 
provender  of  Paris ;  but  no  fooner 
was  it  fearchcd,  by  commhiioners 
authorized  for  the  purpofe,  than  it 
appeared  that  it  had  barely  provifion 
enough  to  iupply  thehoufe." —        ■ 
"  At  one   moment  it   is  affirmed, 
that   the  ariitocratical  confpirators 
have    thrown   a   vail    quantity    of 
bread  into  the  Spine;    at  another, 
that  they  mowed  the  green  corn ; 
a  party  of  the  national  guard    is 
immediately  fent  to  the,  field,  where 
the  crime  is  faid  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  finds  the  corn  Handing, 
and   affording   the  profpe&  of  ari 
abundant   harvejl.      In    fhort,    the 
public  is  overwhelmed  with  lies  and 
calumnies,  and  a  prudent  man  can 
fcarcely  give  credit  to   any  thing 
that  he  has  not  feen  himfelf." 

And    again,    "  Many  of   thefe 
falfehoods  have  certainly  been  de- 
liberately fabricated  to  ferve  party 
purpofes  ;  and  fome  men,  who  pro- 
bably miflake   a    difregard   of  all 
moral  obligations  for  profound  po- 
licy, have  been  audacious  and  in- 
famous   enough    to    publifh   falfe- 
hoods with  the  folemnities  of  laws. 
Letters  have  been   forged    in   the 
name  of  the  national  aflembly,  and 
edi&s  in  that  of  the  king,  exhorting 
the  peafants  to  deflroy  the  patents 
and  pedigrees  of  the  nobility,  and 
to  burn  their  caftles.     The  effect  of 
thefe  forgeries  is  already  feen  in  the 
ruins  and  afhes  to  which  fome  of 
the    finefl  buildings  in  Dauphiny, 
Franche  Compte,  Britainy  and  Bur- 
gundy, have  been  reduced  *." 
Thus  far   Groenvelt ;   and  this 


*  See  Groenvelt,  Englifh  tranflation,  p.p.  209,  210,  and  21 1 :  letter  d^tcd 
Augufti5th,  1785.  •       •  • 
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charge  of  the"  continued  fabrication 
and    propagation  of   public  SalSe- 
hoods    has  Deen  more  or  lefs  con- 
firmed or  acknowledged,  by  perhaps 
every  writer  who  has  given  a  nar- 
rative, with  any  appearance  of  im- 
partiality,  of  the  progefs   of  the 
revolution*     Certain    authors,    or 
publifhers,    however,  of  our  own 
country,  have  adopted  fome  of  the 
groffeft  and  moft  abfurd  falfehoods, 
Tome  ef  the   moft   ridiculous  tales, 
which  had  been  fabricated  for  the 
rabble    in     Paris    during   the    firft 
paroxifms  of  confufion,  tumult,  and 
madnefs,  and  to  whkh  they  have 
endeavoured,  fo  far  as  they  were 
capable,  to  give  the  character,  rank, 
and  weight  of  hiftorical  facts.     Of 
this  cla(s  is  particularly  to  be  con- 
sidered  the    injurious     and    cruel 
falfehood,  that  the  unfortunate  and 
murdered   Launay,  had    treacher- 
oully  enticed  a  number  of  Pariiians 
into  one  of  the  courts  of  the  Battile, 
where  he  then  had  them  maflhcred 
in  cold  blood.     This  horrible  and 
wicked  invention  produced  (as  we 
have    formerly   fhevvn)    its   odious 
purpofes  at  the  time;  in  the  firft  in- 
stance,   by  exciting   the   animofity 
of  the  populace,  and  fpurring  them 
on   to  that  pitch  of  outrage   and 
cruelty   which  was  intended  $   and 
in     the   fecond,    by    holding    out 
fome    palliation  for    the    inhuman 
murder  of  the  governor,  and  repre- 
fenting  it  to  the  world  as  an  ad  of 
juft   retribution  for   his  treachery. 
The  pleafant  tale  of  the  heroic  bar- 
ber, who  found  himfelf  fo  deeply 
involved  in  the   weighty  concerns 
of   empire,  that  he  attempted  to 
blow  the  Baftile  and  himfelf  up  to- 
gether,  though  it  feems   intended 
only  as  a  companion  to  the  former, 
certainly  poffefles  many  advantages 
over  it;  for  befides  its  being  to- 


tally innocent,  and  undoubtedly  af- 
fording much  Satisfaction  to  the 
members  of  that  fraternity,  fome  of 
whom  it  may  poifibly  ftimulate  to 
fimilar  deeds  of  chivalry,  it  has  the 
pofitive  merit  of  being  an  unique 
in  that  fpecies  of  compofition.  It 
affords,  however,  an  important  and 
happy  Security  to  the  veracity  and 
purity  of  future  hiftory,  that  as  fuch 
productions  can  SeMom  laft  long 
enough  to  reach  pofterity,  there  is 
no  great  danger  of  their  hereafter 
contaminating  the  clear  ftream  in 
which  it  fhould  flow, 

Paris  had  ever  been  noted  for  the 
blind   credulity,  and'  at    the  fame 
time   the    fufpicious   nature    of  its 
inhabitants.      Thefe    qualities,    fo 
directly  oppofite,  feemed  undoubt- 
edly to.be  oddly  joined  in  the  fame 
perfons  ;  but  yet  the  Sact  is  faid  to 
be  fo;  and  thofe  who  knew  them 
well  have  aflerted,  that  while,  from 
time   immemorial,  they  had  Swal- 
lowed, and   feemed  nearly  to  live 
upon,   an   eternal  Succeflion  of  the 
moft   abfurd  and  improbable  tales 
and  ftories,  plain  undiSguifed  truth 
was  always  received  with  caution 
and  doubt,  and  Suppofed  to  conceal 
Some  guile,  deception,  or  danger. 
The  extreme  general  ignorance  of 
thefe  people,  with  refpect  to  every 
thing    beyond    their    own     walls, 
( which  was  perhaps  without  exam- 
ple in  any  country  of  equal  civili- 
zation, and  So  productive  of  men 
eminent  in  arts,  Sciences,  and  learn- 
ing, as  France)  had  long  afforded 
matter  of  obfervation  to  travellers, 
and  of  ridiculg  to  poets  and  faty- 
rifts.      A    confideration    of   thefe 
circumftances   will   tend    much   to 
account  for  and  throw  light  upon 
many  parts  of  the  prefent  and  fu- 
ture conduct  of  that  extraordinary 
people,  which  would  otherwise  have 

appeared 
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Appeared  inconiiftent  or  unintelli- 
gible. 

It  mull,  however,  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  fame  blind  credu- 
lity, and  the  fame  vitious  natural 
'fufpicioufnefs  of  temper,  prevailed 
throughout  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, and  mull  be  afcribeS  to  the 
fame  caufe,  the  extreme  ignorance 
of  the  people.  Some  inflances  in 
proof  are  at  all  times  neceffary  tofup- 
port  general  obfervation ;  and  a  few 
out  of  a  great  number  will  fumce 
for  the  prefent  purpofe.  The  firfl 
was  the  impoflible  charge  laid 
againfl  the  queen,  that  fhe  had  pro- 
cured the  conflruclion  of  a  well- 
charged  mine  under  the  hall  of  the 
national  affembly,  in  order  to  blow 
the  flatcs,  without  diflincYion,-  at 
once  into  the  air;  this  ridiculous 
ftory  was  not  only  verbally  propa- 

fated  throughout  the  kingdom, 
ut  a  letter  afTerting  the  fa&,  and 
faid  to  have  been  written  by  one  of 
the  deputies  to  the  flates,  was,  at 
afcout  300  miles  diflance  from  Paris, 
piiblicly  averred  by  feveral  perfons 
to  have  been  feen  and  read  by 
Jthem.  The  faft  was  believed  by 
all  who  heard  it ;  which  drew  the 
following  obfervation,  in  his  own 
peculiar  way,  from  our  country- 
man Arthur  Young,  who  was  pre- 
ient  at  the  recital,  and  the  autho- 
.  rity  given :  "  Thus  it  is  in  revo- 
lutions, one  rafcal  writes,  and 
100,000  fools  believe."  Another 
inftance  was,  the  rifque  which  the 
fame  writer,  and  an  old  woman, 
his  guide,  encountered,  on  a  iufpi- 
cion  that  they  were  combined  with 
the  queen  in  a  confpiracy  againfl 
the  volcanic  rocks  and  mountains 
of  Auvergne,  and  that  he  was  the 
adling  agent  for  blowing  up  the 
town  of  Clermont.  The  danger  at 
this  time,  however  ridiculous/  was 


only  trifling  when  compared  with 
that  which  he  fuflained  fhortly  af- 
ter; he  being  then  feized  in  bed 
at  midnight  by  a  party  of  armed 
militia,  on  the  very  ferious  and 
alarming  charge,  of  his  being  a 
party  in  the  confpiracy  formed  by 
the  queen,  the  count  d^rtois,  and 
(their  own  lord)  the  count  d'En- 
tragues,  againfl  the  territory  of  the 
Vivarois.  The  fortune  he  had  of 
being  extricated  from  this  difficulty 
and  danger,  does  not  at  all  weaken 
the  evidence  which  it  affords  of 
the  extraordinary  ignorance,  credu- 
lity, and  the  unaccountably  fufpi- 
cious  nature  of  the  people.  Such 
inflances  would  have  excited  fome 
furprize  if  they  had  occurred  in  the 
interior  and  lefs  frequented  parts  of 
Arabia;  but  that  they  mould  be 
difplayed  in  the  center  of  Europe, 
in  its  oldefl  monarchy,  and  in  a 
country  long  and  defervedly  emi- 
nent for  information  and  know- 
ledge, can  fcarcely  be  confidered 
as  lefs  than  wonderful.  They  how- 
ever afford  full  demonftration,  that 
no  great  portion  of  art  or  addrefs 
was  neceffary  to  the  endowment  of 
thofe  who  were  deflined  to  play 
upon  fuch  inflruments. 
*  The  unbounded  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs,  which  was  carried  to  an 
extreme  before  unknown  under  any 
government,  was  a  moll  potent  in- 
ffrument  of  the  revolution.  Nor 
was  its  licentioufnefs  more  extraor- 
dinary, than  the  unceafing  induflry 
with  which  it  was  eternally  fupplied 
with  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  the 
moll  dangerous  and  inflammatory 
matter,  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
government,  was  ailonifhing.  For 
amidfl  the  general  darknefs  and  igno- 
rance which  involved  the  people  at 
large,  there  was  a  numerous  por- 
tion of  men  who  dedicated,  or  feemed 

to 
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to  dedicate  their  lives  to  the  pur- 
fuit    of  literature.     Of  thefe    the 
capital  alone  was  computed  to  con- 
tain twenty  thoufand ;  including  no 
doubt    a    confiderable    number    of 
thofe  perfbns  who  affumed  the  name 
of  literati,  becaufe    they  had    no- 
thing to  do,  and  could  not  clafs  un- 
der   any  other  defcription.      This 
#    20,000,  however,  from  the  advan- 
tage of  their  being  concentrated  in 
the  capital,  gave  the  law  in  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  or  at  leaft  in  what- 
ever related  to  government  and  the 
new   philofophy   to  the  whole  na- 
tion. 

The  theories  now  publiftied  were 
derived  from  the  tenets  of  Rouffeau, 
Voltaire,  and  the  other  fathers  of 
that  philofophy.  They  were  in  ge- 
neral abftract,  vifionary,  unintelli- 
gible, or  impracticable ;  and  the 
authors  feexned  to  have  run  wildly 
in  the  purfuit  of  an  imaginary 
phantom  of  perfection,  which  nei- 
ther did  nor  could  exift.  They 
went  not  only  to  the  fubverfion  cf 
government  under  all  its  known 
forms,  but  to  the  loofening  all  the 
bands  of  civil  fociety,  and  deftroy- 
ing  its  harmony,  beauty  and  order. 
All  the  wifdom  of  paft  (ages,  philo- 
sophers, and  legiflators,  all  that 
could  be  derived  from  the  practical 
experience  of  unnumbered  ages  and 
nations,  in  their  exertions  to  pro- 
mote or  fecure  the  felicity  of  man- 
kind, were  now  fet  at  nought,  to 
make  way  for  the  reveries  of  the 
new  illuminators,  who  defpifed  all 
experience,  and  difdained  all  wif- 
dom but  their  own.  It  feefned  as 
if  the  pages  of  paft  hiftory  had 
been  for  ever  clofed,  and  that  their 
knowledge  was  totally  forgotten, 
or  that  a  new,  generation  of  men 
was  juit  created,  who  were  to  be- 


gin every  thing  in  this  world  a* 
new. 

Of  all  the  heavy  charges  which, 
have  been  laid  againft  thofe  minis- 
ters to  whom  the  king  had  the  ir- 
retrievable misfortune  of  entrufting 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
in  none  were  they  more  faulty,  nor 
in  no  inftances,  excepting  only  the 
affair  of  the  double  reprefentatiou* 
and  the.  abforption  of  the  three  or- 
ders into  one,  were  their  errors  or 
conduct  more  fatally  ruinous,  than 
in  the  fhameful  and  unaccountable 
fupinenefs  with  which  they  beheld 
the  flame  which  was  Spreading  from 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prels 
through  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
without  their  ufing  a  fingle  exertion 
to  correct  the  caufe,  or  to  counteract 
the  effect. 

The  enormity  was  accordingly- 
carried  to  an  extent  beyond  all  ex- 
ample in  any  country.  The  nume- 
rous preffes  in  Paris  hourly  groaned 
under  the  number  of  feditious  and 
levelling  pamphlets  which  they  were 
continually  bringing  forth.  Indeed 
their  number  was  fcarcely  credible  ; 
13,  and  even  16  different  pamphlets 
in  one  day,  were  no  matter  of  fur- 
prize  ;  and  92  came  out  in  one 
week ;  while  the  avidity  for  read- 
ing and  procuring  them  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome 
difficulty  to  enter  the  booldellers 
mops  they  were  fo  conftantly  crowd- 
ed. The  price  of  printing  had  ac- 
cordingly rifen  in  the  capital  to 
fomething  near  three  times  its  cu£ 
tomary  rate  per  fheet ;  and  yet  the 
preffes  in  every  part  of  France  were 
faid  to  be  at  the  fame  time  equally 
occupied.  But  the  moll  extraordi- 
nary circumftances  were  the  amaz- 
ing difpatch  with  which  thefe  in- 
numerable productions  were  fpread 

from 
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from    the    capital    through    every  redtly  upon  their  rulers,  and  fancy 

part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  un-  fome  alleviation  to  their  mifery  in 

known  fund  by  which  the  vafl  ex-  venting  their  indignation  and  male- 

pences  of  the  diftribution  were  fup-  volence  againfl  them*  even  in  words. 

ported;  the  great  body  of  the  peo-  The  prefent  flate  of  things   in  the 


pie  being  fupplied  with  them  gra- 
tis* 
s  While  thefe  poured  forth  an  un- 
ceafing  torrent  of  abufe  upon  go- 
vernment, and  were  continually  dif- 
feminating  principles  which  went 
equally  to  the  overthrow  of  the  mo- 
narchy, -nd  to  the  utter  annihila- 


other  countries  in  Europe  having 
prevented  thofe  fupplies  from  with- 
out, which  would,  in  other  cafes, 
have  been  procurable,  and  the  in- 
ternal flock  of  proviiion  being 
deemed  inefficient  for  the  fubfift- 
ence  of  the  inhabitants,  the  moil 
alert  and  wifeil  government,  fup- 


tion  of  the  two  firfl  orders   of  the  pofmg  it  to   be   otherwife  at  eafe, 

Hate,  the   three  parties   whofe  ex-  and  entirely  unembarrafled  by  fac- 

iftence  were  at  Hake,  the  court,  the  tion  or  danger,  would  have  found 

nobles,  and  the  clergy,  feemed  as  if  it  a  ^matter  of  great  difficulty  to  ap- 

they  had  been  involved  in  a  general  ply  any  effectual  remedy  to  the  evil, 

flupor,  without  action,  feeling,  or  But  as  things  flood,   the  hafly  ilj- 

life.     Not  a  fingle  writer  of  ability  judged   regulations,   founded  upon 

or  eminence  was  engaged  to  refute  error,  and  ignorance  of  a  fubject  ge- 

the  doctrines   which  were  thus  af-  nerally  ill  underflood,  which   were 

fiduoufly  fpread,  or  to  counteract  the  adopted,  inflead  of  good,  produced 

poifon  which  they  fo  widely  difFufed.  the  mofl  unfortunate  effects.  Thefe, 


The  few  folitary  volunteer  pam- 
,  phlets  which  appeared  on  that  fide, 
teing  written  by  men  without  parts 
or  information,  poffefled  no  irtterefl 
or  fpirit  to  allure  readers,  and  could 
have  produced  no  effect  if  they  had 


however,  might  have  been  palliated, 
if  the  ungovernable  violence  of  the 
people,  in  obftructing  the  free  fale 
of  the  markets,  and  compelling  the 
proprietors  to  fell  their  grain  at 
whatever   prices    they    pleafed    to 


That  written  by  thebifhopofMeaux,    give,  had  not  completed  the   evil, 
and  perhaps  fome  one  or  two  more    and  produced   an  artificial  famine 


of  character,  being  too  few  to  be 
confidered  as  an  exception. 

The  famine,  which  was  forely 
felt,  though  in  a  lefs  or  greater  de- 
gree, in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
may  be  confidered  as  a  main  ipring 
in  accelerating  all  the  movements 
of  this  fingular  revolution.  Men 
in  want  of  bread,  neceffarily  exe- 
crate and  abhor  that  flate  of  things 
which  produces  their  mifery.  They 
are  little  difpofed  t6  enquire  into  na- 
tural, or  to  trace  remote  caufes,  as 
the  fource  of  their  diftrefs;  they 
find  lefs  trouble  in  charging  it  di- 


while  plenty  flill  fubfifled.  '  It  has 
been  even  affcrted,  that  the  flock  of 
corn  produced  this  year  in  the  king- 
dom would  have  been  fufficicnt, 
under  due  regulation,  management, 
and  (Jiflribution,  if  not  to  afford  ab- 
folute  plenty,  at  leafl  to  have  pre- 
vented any  great  and  pinching 
want. 

In  the  general  ill- temper  of  the 
people,  continually  goaded  and  ir- 
ritated by  the  mofl  urgent  and  in- 
fupportable  of  all  wants,  it  will  be 
eafily  feen  what  advantages  the 
cmiflaries  of  the  factions  pofleifed  in 

working 
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working  upon  their  paflions ;    and 
fpread  as  they  were,  like  the  preach- 
ers of  a  new  religion,  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  it  will  not  be  won* 
dered  at,  the  ignorance  of  the  mul- 
titude   being    likewife   always  re- 
membered, that  they   Ihould  have 
fucceeded  in  prompting  them  to  the 
greatefr.  acls  of  outrage  and  violence. 
But    the  great  promoter,  caufe, 
and,  it  might  perhaps  be  faid,  au- 
thor of  the   revolution;    the  man 
who,  deftitute  of  fpirit  in  himfelf, 
pofTefled  and  applied  the  means  of 
communicating  energy  to  millions, 
and  of  infufing  difaffe&ion  and  dif- 
Ioyalty     in    every    order    of   men 
through     that    vaft   and    populous 
kingdom,  flili  remains  to  be  taken 
notice  of.    This  was  no  lefs  a  perfon 
than  the  firft.  prince  of  the  blood;  the 
man  next  in  fucceffion  to  the  crown, 
in  the  cafe  of  failure  of  ifluemale  in 
the  immediate  reigning  family.  The 
name,  character,  and  conduct  of  Phi- 
lip X)  uke  of  Orleans  are  now  too 
notorious,  to  render  any  delicacy  in 
treating   of  them .  at  all  neceifary. 
That  immenfe  fortune  which^  under 
the  guidance  of  wifdom,  beneficence* 
or  even  the  den*  re  of  attaining  fame, 
might  have  been  directed  jo  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  npbleft   and 
mod  ufeful  purpofes,  was  now  di- 
rected to  the  ruin  of  his  country,  to 
the  fubverfion  of  its  government, 
and   to   the    extermination  of  that 
royal  family  to   which  he  was   fo. 
nearly   related. 

Here  then  we  are  to  find  a  folu- 
tion  for  many  things  which  would 
otherwife  appear  unaccountable,  or 
remain  hid  in  abfolute  darknefs. 
From  hence  it  was  that  the  gardens 
of  the  Palais*  Royale  and  all  the  open 
places  of  Paris  were  flocked  with 
hungry, .  ignorant,  and  abandoned 
orators,  and  covered. with  riotous 


mobs,  who  fucked  in  from  thefe 
preachers  every  thing  that  could 
corrupt  and  poifon  the  mind,  and 
not  only  eradicate  every  moral  prin- 
ciple, but  deftroy  all  the  native  feel- 
ings of  humanity.  Thus  likewife  was 
the  ferocity  of  the  Dames  du  HalJe, 
and  of  all  the  other  female  furies  of 
the  capital,  called  into  a&ion ;  until 
the  fex,  feeming  to  have  totally 
changed  its  nature  and  character, 
was  degraded  and  ftained  by  atro- 
cities, without  example  in  any  civi- 
lized country.  And'thus  a  numerous 
army  of  ragged  Sans  Culottes,  of 
ruffians  from  the  gallies,  and  from 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  being 
incorporated  with  the  no  lefs  nu- 
merous or  wicked  native  brood, 
were  maintained  and  kept  in  readi- 
nefs  for  the  purpofes  of  rebellion, 
anarchy  and  murder,  as  time  and 
occafion  fhould  call  forth  their  fer- 
yices. 

From  the  fame  abundant  fource 
of  the  means  of  evil,  crouds  of  cou- 
riers were  difpatched  at  the  fame  in* 
ftant  of  time  f/om  Paris  to  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  -conveying 
every  where  the  falfe  intelligence, 
as  if  proceeding  from  the  firft  au- 
thority, that  the  ariftocrates  were 
raifing  troops  or  armies  of  brigands 
in  order  to  deftroy  and  rnaflacre  the 
peafants ;  and  calling  upon  the  lat-v 
ter  to  prevent  the  danger  by  imme- 
diately taking  up  arms  and  deftroy- 
ing  their  enemies,  the  nobility  in 
the  firft  inftance;  an  injunction 
which  they  moft  willingly  and  ef- 
fectually complied  wkh.  In  the 
fame  manner  was  the  prodigious  ex- 
pence  fupported,  of  fo  long  di/Temi- 
nating  throughout  th?  kingdom 
thofe  innumerable  feditious  publi- 
cations, which  were  every  day  pre- 
sented to  the  people.  By  the  fame 
means  majorities  we're  fecured,  and 
•  feveraj 
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feveral  of  the  principal  oratofs  and 
moft  popular  demagogues  in  the 
new  duos  were  retained ;  and  thefe 
dubs,  as  we  have.feen,  by  their  de- 
fendant and  correfponding  foeieties, 
which  were  eftablifhed  in  every 
town  of  the  kingdom,  foon  gave  the 
Jaw  to  the  whole  nation.  Nor  was 
the  national  affembly  by  any  means 
free  from  the  operation  of  the  fame 
caufe,  nor  was  the  effect  it  pro- 
duced on  many  of  its  members  lefs 
known. 

As  the  duke's  annual  revenues, 
great  and  royal  as  they  were,  and 
&s  fund  of  ready  money,  which  was 
probably  confiderable,  were  ftill  un- 
equal to  the  fupply  of  thefe  number- 
lefs  drains,  he  deemed  it  neceffary 
to  apply  to  other  fources.  Indeed, 
with  fuch  vaft  objects  in  view,  and 
after  the  facrifice  of  fo  much 
wealth  as  was  already  expended,  it 
feemed  upon  the  principles  of  gam- 
ing that  it  was  better  to  encounter 
any  rifque  of  future  evil,  than  to 
flop  fhort  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things, 
and  when  fo  much  was  already 
naked.  Holland  always  affords 
money,  as  well  as  numberlefs  fpecu- 
lators  who  wifh  to  turn  it  to  ac- 
count, and  the  duke's  vaft  eftates 
feemed  to  holdout  ample fecurity  for 
a  loan.  The  amount  of  the  fums  he 
borrowed  is  uncertain,  and  has  been 
rated  from  £ .  300,000  to  half  a 
million  fterling.  The  niceft  and 
moft  difficult  calculation  would  be  to 
eftimate  the  exaft  quantum  of  moral 
and  political  evil  which  fuch  a  Aim, 
in  fuch  hands,  was  then  capable  of 
producing  in  France. 

It  is  evident  that  the  duke  not 
only  totally  miftookhis  own  abilities, 
bu;t  that  he  was  as  little  feniible  of 
the  ill. effects  which  his  unfortunate 
character  could  not  but  produce, 
when  he  adopted  the  wild  idea  of 


being  able  to  fubvert  or  circumvent 
all  other  factions,  and  of  being  able 
to  rife  upon  the  moulders  of  men, 
poffefling  talents  infinitely  fuperior 
to  his -own,  and  of  rendering  them 
the  inftruments  to  the  accompli fh- 
menfcofhis  ambitious  views.  The 
natural  deficiency  of  rcfolution  and 
courage,  with  which  every  body 
knew  he  was  curfed,  was,  inde- 
pendant  of  all  others,  an  infuperable 
bar  to  his  ever  becoming,  under  any 
change  of  circumftances,  or  in  any 
courie  of  events,  the  ruler  of  fo  un- 
governable and  fo  outrageous  a  peo- 
ple. Yet  in  tjiis  blind  purfuit  he  la- 
vifhed  treafures,  which,  in  many 
paft  periods,  might,  by  proper  ap- 
plication, have  amounted  in  effect  to 
the  purchafe  or  gaining  of  a  king- 
dom. 

The  juftnefs  of  an  opinion  which 
had  been  held  by  many,  even  early 
in  the  revolution,  feems  to  have 
been  much  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
of  fubfcquent  events ;  viz.  that  the 
French,  as  a  nation,  were  not  yet  in 
a  ftate  capable  of  receiving  liberty  % 
and  that  many  intermediate  prepa- 
ratory fteps  would  have  been  ne- 
ceffary to  qualify  them  for  fo  new 
and  fo  great  a  blefftng.  Even  Ra- 
baid  de  St.  Etienne,  the  eloquent 
apologift  for,  and  advocate  of  the 
revolution,  amidft  all  his  fins  of  fup* 
preffion  and  mifreprefentation,  and 
all  the  artful  colouring  which  he 
gives  to  facts  and  circumftances,  ac- 
knowledges, "  That  the  people, 
"  aftonifhed  at  feeing  their  chains 
•  "  broken  with  fuch  facility,  and  at 
feeling  their  own  ftrength,  abufed 
that  ftrength  in  taking  vengeance 
of  their  oppreflbrs ;  and  their  new 
liberty  was,  as  yet,  but  liceritiouf* 
"  nefs.  General  hatred,  in  its  blind 
rage,  fought  every  where  to  pu- 
nifh  enemies,  pointed  out  to  it  by 
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fent,  without  a  tingle  word  in  denial, 
refutation,  or  excufe  being  offered 
by  any  of  them*. 

The  outrages,  conflagrations,  and 
maflacres  which  were  fpreading 
defolation  through  feveral  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  had,  in  a  fhorterfpace 
of  time  than  could  have  been  well 
conceived,  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  ©f 
enormity,  as  to  communicate  alarm 
and  difmay  to  the  national  aflem- 
bly,  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  nation,  and  fupported 
by  the  numerous  army  formed  in  the 
capital.  For  in  confequence  of  the 
forged  orders  and  falfe  intelligence 
which  had  been  fo  villainoufly  con* 
veyed  to  the  peafantry,  the  whole 
nation  was  inilantly  in  arms,  and 
thefe  operating  upon  the  ill  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people,  and  the  abhor- 
rence in  which  they  held  their  an- 
cient mailers,  it  feemed  as  if  no 
bounds  could  limit  their  violence, 
and  no  excefs  of  cruelty  fatiate  their 
revenge.  Thus  the  nobility  were 
in  many  places  hunted  down  like 
wild  beafts,  their  family  feats  or 
cailles  demolifhed,  and  their  patents* 
pedigrees,  title  deeds,  family  fettle- 
ments,  court  rolls,  and  all  records  of 
paft  tranfadlions,  deftroyed  by  fire. 
Happy  were  thofe,  who  even  in  this 
ftate,  plundered  of  every  thing, 
could  efcape  half  naked  from  the 
flames,  without  perfonal  injury. 
But  in  too  many  in  fiances  fuch 
atrocious  ads  were  committed,  that 
nature  fhudders  and  recoils  at  the 
recital.  The  wives  of  the  nobility, 
it  is  aflerted,  were  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  violated,  and  their  daughters 
deflowered,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
unhappy  fathers  and  hufbands ;  and 
the  horrid  tragedy  frequently  con* 
eluded  by  the  moil  inhuman  mur- 
ders, aggravated  by  circumftances 

of 
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*  chance  or  by  prejudice.  ■  A  ne- 
H  ver-ceafing  inquietude  tormented 
"  thofe  freemen  born  of  yefterday; 
K  in  their  neceflky  for  a  new  order 
"  of  things,  and  for  a  fovereign  ju-. 
<c  rifdi&ion,  they  feized  and  engroflf- 
u  ed  all  jurifdi&ion  to  themfelves; 
u  and  feveral  tumultuous  aflaflina- 
"  tions  were  the  fruit  of  this  deliri- 
"  urn." — And  a  little  after,  in  treat- 
ing of  the  two  parties  which  divided 
the  national  aflembly,  he  obferves, 
"  that  one  fentiment,  however,  pre- 
"  dominated  there,  and  that  was, 
'*  the.  dread  of  the  effects  which 
"  anarchy,  too  long  continued,  might 
u  occafion." 

We  have  marked  the  words  too 
long  continued  as  applied  to  anarchy, 
from  the  relation  which  this  paflage 
feems  to  bear  to  a  ferious  charge 
brought  againft  feveral  of  the  leaders 
of  the  national  aflembly,  that  they 
had  been  the  infligators,  and  in  fall 
the  authors,  of  many  of  the  diffrac- 
tions   and  enormities    which   took 
place  in  the  provinces.     Of  a  num- 
ber of  circumftances  and  facts  from 
different  quarters,  and  given  by  dif- 
ferent  narrators,  in  corroboration 
of  this    point,  we  ihall  felec"l  one 
which  occurred  in  Paris,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1 790,  and  which 
is  fupported  by  tefrimony  that  can- 
not be  called  in  que  ft  ion.     At  that 
time  the  Count  de  Marguerite  af- 
ferted  publickly  at  the  Duke  of  Li- 
ancourt's  table,  and  in  a  numerous 
company,   where  near  thirty  mem- 
bers of  the  aflembly  were  prefent, 
that  the  late  revolt  at  Toulon  had 
been    inftigated    or   fupported  by 
members  of  that  body,  who  acted 
therein  upon  the  principle    "  that 
t€  more  in/urreclions  ivere  neceflary;" 
and  this  extraordinary  charge  was 
liftened  to  by  aU  the  deputies  pre- 

'  •  See  Young's 
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of  deliberate  and  unheard-of  cru- 
elty, without  regard  to  age  or  fex. 

We  are  forry,  for  the  honour  of 
humanity,  that  thefe  cruelties  are 
reprefented  as  not  being  in  any  de- 
gree confined  to  fuch  perfons  as  had 
previoufly  rendered  themfelves  odi- 
ous by  their  pride  or  oppreffion  ;  bat 
that  on  the  contrary,  the  moil  kind 
and  benevolent  landlords  and  mailers, 
the  moil  humane  and  charitable  to 
their  neighbours  and  the  poor,  were 
expofed  to  the  fame  fate  with  thofe 
of  the  mofl  oppofite  difpoiitions.  A 
blind  rage  for  indifcriminate  plun- 
der, mixed  with  a  pafiion  for  mif- 
chief,  and  native  cruelty,  feemed  to 
have  been  the  moil  operative  mo- 
tives in  many  of  thefe  violences ;  it 
is  not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  founded  on 
aflrong  fenfe  of  pail  injury  and  op- 
preffion, might  have  operated  in  a 
fUll  greater  number.  There  may 
be  fome  degree  of  jullice  inobferv- 
ing,  that  as  ruffians  of  every  order 
and  denomination  throughout  the 
kingdom,  robbers,  galley-flaves,  and 
murderers,  lured  by  the  unexpected 
profpedl  of  fafe  and  general  pillage, 
now  held  out,  had  feized  this  occa- 
fion  of  mixing  with  the  peafants,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they 
prompted  them  to  the  commiilion  of 
many  of  their  moil  atrocious  and . 
bloody  deeds. 

Although  the  fpirit  of  revolt  ap- 
peared in  various  and  remote  parts 
of  the  kingdom  at  nearly  the  fame 
inilant,  yet  the  degrees  of  violence 
and  cruelty  with  which  it  was  at- 
tended, were  widely  different  in  dif- 
ferent parts.  The  northern  pro- 
vinces, and  particularly  Normandy, 
were  much  more  temperate  than  the 
central  and  fouthcrn.  The  excefTes 
at  Lyons,  and  in  the  country  which 
bears  its  name,  rivalled  thole  of  Pa- 


ris in  violence  and  fury.  The  pro- 
vince of  Dauphiny  was  in  the  moil 
violent  ferment,  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple up  in  arms.  Franche  Compte, 
and  part  of  Burgundy,  feemed  par- 
ticularly marked  as  fcenes  of  defo- 
lation.  The  Bretons,  long  trained 
in  hoflility  with  their  lords,  were  in  a 
flate  of  abfolute  rebellion  and  anarchy. 
At  Strafburg,  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  or 
Town  Houfe/  was  totally  demoliihed 
by  the  mob,  being  firil  plundered 
of  all  that  appeared  to  them  valua- 
ble, the  court  papers,  records,  and 
public  archives  being  carefully  de- 
flroyed,  to  the  future  diilrefs  and 
ruin  of  numberlefs  families  in  the 
furrounding  country,  as  well  as  in 
that  city. 

In  a  few  places,  the  gentlemen 
and  other  land  proprietors  had  the 
fpirit  and  fenle  to  unite  and  (land 
fuccefsfully  on  their  defence.  This 
was  the  cafe,  though  too  late,  in  the 
Maconnois  and  Beaujolois,  where 
the  banditti,  amounting  to  fix  or  fe- 
ven  thoufand,  and  headed  by  a  vil- 
lage attorney,  had  already  fpread 
deilrudtion  along  the  fertile  banks 
of  the  Saone,  having  in  a  few  days 
burnt  feventy  -  two  gentlemen's 
houfes,  and  plundered  all  the 
churches  and  fmall  towns  in  their 
way.  A  battle  took  place,  in  which 
the  enraged  proprietaries,  with  their 
friends  and  fervants,  defeated  the 
plunderers  with  great  flaughter. 
They  then  inilituted  a  kind  of  tem- 
porary tribunal  at  Macon,  for  try- 
ing the  ringleaders  of  the  banditti, 
by  whom  twenty  or  thirty  of  them 
were  fentenced  to  execution. '  The 
democratic,  publications  in  Paris 
cried  out  loudly  againfl  this  pro- 
ceeding, as  being  highly  illegal  and 
arbitrary,  although  not  a  word  of 
condemnation  had  been  uttered 
againil  the  ruffians  who  had  plun- 
......  dered 
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dered  and*  burnt  fo  many  of  the 
gentlemen's*  chateaux,  nor  of  pity 
for  the  inhabitants  of  that  beautiful 
country  which  they  had  defolated. 
The  national  affembly  feemed  like- 
wife  to  receive  the  imprefiion  in- 
tended by  thefe  publications,  for  in 
a  little  time  they  interfered,  by  put- 
ting a  Hop  to  the  proceedings  at 
Macon,  while  a  number  of  atroci- 
ous criminals  (till  remained  to  be 
tried. 

Such  was  the  (late  of  things  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  1789,  the 
affembly  being  then  deeply  en- 
gaged in  framing  that  memorable 
declaration  of  rights,  which  was  to 
be  the  foundation  of  their  new  con- 
ftitution,  and  which  they  confi- 
dered  as  the  firft  and  greateft  of  all 
their  labours ;  when  they  were  fud- 

Auguft +th.  denlyjnterruptedbythe 
6  T  arrival  in  one  day  of 
expreffes  or  letters  from  almoft  eve*- 
rypart  of  the  kingdom,  with  details 
of  the  dreadful  devaluations  which 
were  laying  wafte  the  face  of  the 
country,  and  which,  from  their  pre- 
sent appearance  and  violence,  feem- 
ed to  threaten  nothing  lefs  -than 
fpeedy  and  general  definition. 

All  the  landed  proprietors  in  the 
affembly  were  in  a  lefs  or  greater 
degree  involved  in  the  calamity; 
with  th6  material  difference,   that 
while  many  had  to  lament  the  de- 
ft ru&ion  of  their  houfes,  and   the 
plunder  of  all  their  moveable  prp- 
perty,  others  had  as  yet  no  farther 
caufe  of  complaint  than  the  general 
refufal  of  the  tenantry  to  pay  their 
rents,  of  to  fulfil  any  of  their  other 
cuftomary  duties.     The  terror  wa^, 
however, general;  and  having  had 
leifure  during  the  feafon  allotted  for 
dinner  to  ruminate  upon  the  doleful 
details  which  they  received,  confla- 
grations,   murders,  and   maffacres 
Vol.  X£X1I.  - 


were  trie  only  fubje&s  which  could 
be  talked  or  thought  of.  Nothing 
could  accordingly  be  more  triftful 
than  their  appearance  in  going  to 
the  evening  litting;  and  before  the 
commencement  of  bufinefs,  an  un- 
ufual  and  extraordinary  degree  of 
agitation  was  vifible  throughout  the 
affembly.  Upon  the  fame  principle  < 
on  which  mariners,  under  the  im- 
mediate danger  of  a  tempeft,  will 
throw  much  valuable  property  over- 
board, in  the  hope  of  faving  the  re- 
mainder, fo  it  would  feem  upon  this 
occafion,  that  the  great  land-own- 
ers were  feized  with  a  fudden  im- 
pulfe  of  voluntarily  facrificing  a 
large  portion  of  their  rights  and 
poffeffions,  in  the  hope  of  retaining 
thereby  quiet  and  permanent  fecu- 
rity  for  what  was  left.  They  feem- 
ed now  likewife  generally  to  adopt 
the  idea,  that  coalefcing  heartily 
and  without  referve  with  the  third 
eftate,  was  become  adtually  effential 
to  their  prefervation. 

Under  thefe  or  fimilar  impref- 
fions,  the*  vifcount  de  Noailles,  fc- 
conded  by  the  duke  d'Aiguillon, 
opened  a  fcene,  which,  with  refpett 
to  its  effedl  and  confequences,  was 
perhaps  the  mod  extraordinary  ever 
exhibited  in  any  affembly.  Thefe 
noblemen  represented  with  much 
energy,  that  the  real  caufe  of  the  pre- 
fent  disorders  was  the  mifery  of  the 
country  people,  who  were  overborne 
by  the  double  oppreflion  of  public 
contributions  and  feudal  duties;  that 
although  the  lords  in  general  might 
be  lenient  and  humane,  yet  their 
ftewards,  their  judges,  their  game- 
keepers, and  their  agents,  were  ri- 
gid and  tyrannical ;  that  the  inflant  ' 
when  that  force,  which  was  the  only 
foundation  of  an  oppreflive  govern- 
ment, was,  deftroyed,  the  whole  fa- 
bric mtift  naturally  be  diffolved,  and 
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every  principle  of  order  and  fubor- 
dinatiori  overwhelmed  in  its  ruins ; 
tha*t  it  was  therefore  neceiTary  to 
fatrsfy  *'  fpcedily  the  claims  of  the 
pea&nhy,  left  they  fhould  proceed 
ftill  farther  lengths,  and  defpairing 
of  'juflice  in  any  other  manner,  at- 
fume  to  themfelves  the  entire  means 
of  ^attaining  it;  and  that  to  give 
them  the  immediate  enjoyment  of 
thofe  advantages  which  they  fo 
much  defired,  was  the  fureft  means 
of  attaching  them  to  the  revolution. 
They  faid  they  would  not,  nor 
ought  not  to  diffemble,  that  France 
ws(s  at  that  moment  in  the  la  ft  con- 
vulfions  of  departing  life ;  that  her  ex- 
iftence  was  prolonged,  and  her  hopes 
cheriftied,  by  nothing  elfe  but  the 
attachment  of  the  provinces  to,  and 
,  their  confidence  in  the  national  af- 
fcmbly;  and  that  nothing  could 
prevent  her  impending  diflblution, 
but  the  prompt  eftablifhment  of  a 
juft  and  free  conftitution.  They 
both  concluded,  by  proposing  that 
all  impofts  fhould  be  equitably  and 
equally  laid  on ;  that  the  feudal  Ser- 
vices mould  be  redeemable  at  an 
equitable  price;  and  that  perfonar 
fervitude  mould  be  abolifhed,  with- 
out purchafe ;  with  fome  other  arti- 
cles, all  tending  to  the  eafe  and  re- 
lief of  the  peafantry. 

Of  all  the  known  nations  in  the 
univerfe,  perhaps  there  is  no  one 
fo  fufceptible  of  fudden  impreflions, 
and  fo  liable  to  the  moft  impafiioned 
emotions,  as  the  French  are  and  ever' 
have  been.  Whatever  the  objects 
of  purfuit  may  be,  whether  the  moft 
insignificant  trifles,  or  matters  of  the 
greateft  importance,  the  ardour  and 
enthufiafm  of  the  moment  feem  in  all 
cafes. to  be  the  fame.  All  defcrip- 
tion  would  therefore  be  defective, 
in  attempting  to  convey  any  idea 
•f  the  transports  which  thefe  fpeechea 


excited  both  in  the  affembly  and  in 
the  galleries.  The  very  large  pof- 
feflions  and  extenfive  royalties  of  the 
duke  d'Aiguiilon,  added  furprif- 
ingly  to  the  effect,  and  fired  every 
body  with  a  wifh  to  be  able  in  fome 
degree  to  emulate  the  magnanimi- 
ty of  his  conduct.  The  contagion 
fpread  inftantaneoufly  through  the 
two  orders  of  the  nobles  and  clergy, 
and  the  contention  was  only  which 
ihould  be  the  fir  ft  to  offer,  and  which 
fhould  make  the  greateft  facrifices  to 
the  public  welfare.  The  commons 
feemed  loft  in  admiration  at  this 
fudden  and  unexampled  fit  of  pa- 
triotism, and  frequently  burft  into 
loud  and  involuntary  acclamations 
of  praife  and  gratitude  for  .the  be- 
nefits which  were  thus  fo  unexpect- 
edly and  generoufty  conferred  on 
the  people.  This  was  particularly 
the  cafe  when  the  bifhop  of  Char- 
tres,  who  was  himfelf  poffefTed  of 
very  extenfive  forefts,  propofed  the 
abolition  of  the  exelufive  rights  of 
the  chafe ;  which,  from  the  extreme 
cruelty  of  the  laws  by  which  they 
were  pitatected,  as  well  as  the  mif- 
chiefs  done  by  the  flags,  boars,  and 
other  game  to  the  farmers,  had  ever 
been  deemed  a  grievance  of  the. 
firft  magnitude. 

The  commons  loft  no  part  of 
their  temper  or  judgment  in  the 
paroxyfms  of  admiration  or  ap- 
plaufe.  They  coolly  perceived  all 
the  advantages  that  were  to  ber 
drawn  from  the  prefent  fervour, 
and  determined  not  to  mifs  any  of 
them,  but  to  obtain  every  poffcble 
conceffion  while  it  lafted,  well  aware 
of  the  extraordinary  change  which 
a  few  hours  cool  consideration 
might  produce  in  many  of  thofe 
who  now  feemed  the  moft  ardent  in 
their  enthuiiafm.  The  defign  was 
fo  well  conducted  that  it  ficceeded 
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perfcftly ;  and,  blinded  by  applaufe 
and   emulation,  nothing  could   be 
withheld  that  was  demanded*    The 
feudal  fervices  were  given  up  on  all 
fides ;  and  the  conteft  between  the .. 
nobles  and  clergy  feemed  to  be,  whd 
ihould  be  foremoft  iif  facrificing  the 
rights  of  chafe,,  of  timing,  ofwar- 
ren>  and  of  dove-houfes.     The  pa- 
rim  priefts,  feeling  the  general  lm- 
preffion,  and  eager  to  emulate,  fo  far . 
as  they  were  able,  the  example  of 
their  fuperiors.in  rank  and  fortune, 
ruftied  forward  impatiently  to  make 
a  free  offering  of  their   cuftomary . 
perquifites ;  while  the  beneficiaries, 
difdaining  to  be  left  behind  in  this  ' 
race  for  glory  an<J  popularity,  dif- 
claimed  all  pluralities,  and  bound 
themfelves  never  to  hold  more  than 
a  fingle  benefice. 

As  if  it  had  been  to  crown  the 
events  of  this  memorable  night,  arid 
tq  afford  .a  proof  of  the  universality 
of  the  enthufiafm  which  then  pre- 
vailed,  the  deputies  of  the  Pais 
4,'etat,  with  thofe  of  feveral  privi- 
leged towns,  advanced  in  fucceffion, 
and  with  a  patriotic  eageriiefs  of- 
fered up  the  facrifice  of  their  an- 
tique rights  and  charters,  covering 
the  fteps  of  the  bureau  with  their 
parchments  and  pendant  feals;  while 
they  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed 
their  defue,  that  there  ihould  be  ho 
more  provinces;  that  there  mould 
be  but  one  fole  nation*  one.  fole  fa- 
mily, one  fole  empire. 

In  the  higheft  excefs  of  the  joy 
and  enthttfiafm  which  were  fpread 
through  the  af&mbfy;  Both  were 
fuddenly  checked  through  the  ill- 
timed,  and  it  might  be  faid  infati- 
ate  avidity  of  a  niember  of  the  com- 
mons ;  who  by  ftretching  it  top  flu> 
itemed  upon  the  point  of  mapping 
the  bow-ftring.  This  member  pro- 
9*A^  ti*  total  tbolkion  of  all  ria- 


nerial  jurifdi&ions.  As  this  did  not 
come  at  all  within  the  line  of  in* 
tended  conceffion,  it  could  not  but  " 
bccafion  ri  fhort  paufe ;  the  nobility/  - 
however,    agrled  to  the  propoial  ■ 
with  p.  tolerable  grace;  btt'f  6ne  rf  ; 
them  inftantly  returned  the  favour 
by  moving,  that  juftice  Ihould  for  - 
the  future  be*,  in  all  cafes;  adminis- 
tered gratuitoufly,  and  that  judicial  * 
offices  mould  no  lbhger  be  veriaL 
Nothing  could  have  po&ited  a  more 
direct  of  vexatious  blow    at  the 
commdhs  than  this  motion,  whichf 
went  to  cut  them  off. from  die  only 
means  they  poflefled  of  being  ever 
ennobled.      That  body,    however," 
difdained  to  be  dutdone  even  in  the 
appearances  of  patfiotifm ;  and  thef 
other  fide  could  not  butbefurprifed 
at  the  vehemence  of  the  approbation'' 
with  which  the' motion  was  receiv- 
ed and  confirmed  by  the  commons. 
This  circumftance   undoubtedly 
contributed  to  give-  rife  to  that  o^;: 
pinion  which  has  been  adopted  by 
tome,  that  the  bufinefs  of  this  cele- 
brated night  was  neither  more  nor 
leTs  than  a  game ;' of  crofs^purfofis^ 
played  by  the  contending  parties?' 
that  the  iacrihces  made  were  mofUy 
dictated  by  a  fpirit    of  revenge) 
when  one  party,  incenfed    by*  the 
lofles  it  had  been  made  to  fufler/ 
propofed  to  the  other  ads  of  gen**s 
rpfity  by  way  of  puiuihment ;  and 
that  they  mutually  dared  each  other 
to  conceffiens,  of  which  thole  wttd 
fuggefled  them  expected  to  enjoy 
thenenour,  without  feeling  the  in- 
convenience. 

Whether  this  opinion  may  be  com 
fidered  as  too  reined  or  not;  it  i* 
however  certain;  that  under  thfl 
mixed  operation  of  fear,  ndjpe;  peV 
licy,  emulation1*  enthufiafiri,  vanity* 
anp  impeteofity  of  temper,  feveral 
things   were  done  to  that  night, 

[B  *]  ift&fa. 
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which  were  afterwards,   upon  cool 

recollection,  fbrely  regretted ;  and  it 

15   pofitively   afferted,   that  feveral 

of  the  nobility,  who  had.  from  the 

beginning  been  eminent  for  their 

patriodfm,  and.  for  the  mare  they 

lad  taken  in  forwarding  a  reform 

of  the  old  government,  were,  not- 

withftanding,  fo  much  difgufled  by 

the  proceedings  of  this  night,  that 

they    immediately    abandoned    the 

popular  fide  and  party,  an3  ranked 

from  thence  among  the  mod  vio- 
lent ariftocrates.. 

The  aflemb!y,  however,  consider- 
ing this  as  a  complete  regeneration 

of  France,  decreed  that   a  medal 

would  be  ft  ruck,  in  order  to  im- 
mortalize the  ads  of  that  great  and 

glorious    night;    and,    transported 

by   the  warmth  of  their   paffibns, 
and   the  eagernefs    of  their  zeal, 
they  conferred  upon -the  king  the 
Battering    and  glorious,  but  mort- 
lived  title  of  Reftorer  of  the  Liberty  of 
France ;  and  ordered  a  deputation  to. 
prefent  him  with  the  decrees,,  with 
the  homage  of  his  regenerated  king- 
dom, and  to  addrefs  him  by  his  new 
title.       When   La   Chapelier,    the 
prefident,  and  the  deputation,  had 
addrefied  the  king,  he  concluded  his 
anfwer  to  them  with  the  following 
words ;   '•  Let  us   go  and    return 
".thanks  to  God,  for  the  generous 
*  fenti ments  which  prevail  in  your  af- 
•*. fembly."    A  folemn  Te  Deum  was 
accordingly  celebrated,  and  attended 
by  the  wirole  aflembly,  La  Chape- 
lier* (the  leader  and  founder  of  the 
famous  Breton  club,  fo  determinedly 
inimical  to  monarchy)  walking N  as 
>refident,  though  a  commoner,-  by\ 
he'  fide    of  the  king,    and   thus, 
ti$  obferved,  properly  fupporting 
b*  majefty  of  the  people,     it  ia . 


likewife  obferved  by  the  fame  writ-  . 
er  *,  that  this   was  the  firft    bene- 
diction of  religion  over  die  birth  of 
liberty. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  concef- 
fioas  made  by  the  clergy,  confider- 
able  as  they  wer%and  freely  offered, 
did  not  procure  them  the  fmalleft 
mark  of  favour  or  acknowledgment, 
ibme  noify  and  tranfitory  marks  of 
immediate  approbation  excepted, 
from  either  the  nobles  or  the  com- 
mons. On  the  contrary,  there  were 
ftrong  indications,  both  then  and  af- 
ter, that  they  were  deflined  outcafts 
from  both  parties ;  and  all  the  joy, 
triumph,  and  good-humour  of  the 
4th  of  Auguft  was  wound  up  by  a 
motion,  fucceeded  by  an  eameft  de- 
bate which  lafled  till  morning,  for 
the  fuppreulon  of  their  tithes. 

This  debate  was  refumed  on  the 
next  day,  and  continued  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding,   and  the  motion    oppofed 
with  great  vigour.     The  celebrated 
Abbe   Sieyes,  with  all  his  abftradi 
notions  of  government,  was,  how- 
ever, a  firm  adherent  to  the  rights  of 
the  church,  at  lead  in  thofe  things 
that  related  to  her  eftablifliment  and 
independence,,  and  he  oppofed  this 
violent  invafion  of  both  with  great 
vigour  and  ability.     He  had  not 
been  prefent    at'  the   firft    debate* 
but  hearing  that  it  was  intended  to 
feize  the  tithes  without  an  indemni- 
fication, he  rapidly  compofed  an  ela- 
borate written  fpeech,  which  he  carri- 
ed to  tl^e  aflembly,  full  fraught  with  . 
argument*  but  not  more  argumenta-   « 
tive  than  acrimonious,,  flrongly  urg-    : 
ing    the   violence,  oppreffion,   and 
injuftice  oif  the  propofed  meafure,  as 
well  as  the  infecurky  and  danger  to 
which  the  precedent  would  expofe 
all  other    property ;    and   infixing 


*Rabaut» 
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/ 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[it 


that  the  eaufe  he  was  fupporting  was  " 
not  merely  that  of  the  church,  but 
of  all  property  whatever.  We  are  to 
obferve  that  it  was  the  general  mode  *. 
adoptedin  the  affembly,  for  the  mem- 
bers to  write  their  fpeeches  at  home, 
and  to  read  them  in  their  places, 
there  being  as  yet  very  few,  not 
above  three  or  four  in  the  whole, , 
who  were  capable  of  delivering  their 
fentiments  in  an  extempore  public 
fpeech.  The  abbe,  who  was  uiii- 
ally  collected  and  compofed,  upon 
this  oc cation  afcended  the  tribune  in 
great  and  vifible  wrath;  but  this 
only  ferved  to  increase  the  anima- 
tion and  vehemence  with  which  he 
urged  his  arguments.  He  conclud- 
ed a  very  forcible  fpeech  by  boldly 
telling  the  affembly,  that  "  if  they. 
4<  wifhed  to  be  free,  they  fhould  be- 
**  gin  by  being  jujr." 

Though'  the  abbe  had  been  no 
fmall  favourite  with  the  aflembly,  and 
his  fpeeches  upon  other  »occaiions 
were  particularly  well  attended  to, 
yet  his  arguments  now,  inilead  of 
•producing  effe&  or  convi&ion,  were 
heard  with  the  utmoft  impatience, 
and  with  marks  of  difapprobation 
which  amounted  even  to  interruption, 
both  by  the  nobility  and  commons. 
Whether  his  reaibnings  were  fo 
ftrongly  founded,  or  not,  as  to  afford 
no  room  for  controverting  them,  it 
is  certain  that  the  condu£t  on  the 
other  fide  gave  no  little,  counte- 
nance to  the  affirmative  opinion,  not 
the  fmalleft  attempt  being  made  to 
refute  or  to  anfvver  any  one  of  his 
pofuions.  The  abbe  was  fo  much 
difgufted,  and  felt  hirafelf  fo  deeply 
infulted  by  what  he  deemed  this 
unworthy  treatment,  that,  if  we  are 
rightly  informed,  ^  he  ■.*  never  after 
took  that  eager  and '  active  part  in 
public  affairs  which  he  had  previ- 
•ufly  done* 


We  are  to  obferve,  that  through  % 
the  unaccountable  and  unexampled 
rapidity  with  which  *  fuch  a*  vail 
mafs  of  bufinefs,  had  been  carried 
through  ia  the  night  of  the  4th  of 
Augufh  fixteen  refolutions  of  the 
greatefl  importance  being  pafled 
in  a  few  hours,  moll  of  which 
fingly  would  require  the  cool 
deliberation  of  more  than  one  day, 
alMed  by  much  knowledge  and 
judgment,  for  its  due  determina- 
tion, from  this  circumftance,  as 
well  as  from  the  continual  difar- 
rangement  of  thought,  occafioned  by 
the  genera)  clamour  and  acclama- 
tion, it  became  extremely  difficult  for 
the  moil  comprebenfive  mind  to 
catch  the  nature  or  object  of  the 
fubjedts  which  were  unexpectedly 
brought  on,  and  hurried  througii 
with  little  difcuflion  or  explanation. 
The  clergy  are  reprefented  as  hav- 
ing been  in  this  itate  of  blindhefs  or 
ignorance,  when  the  queflion  in 
which  they  were  fo  much  interefted 
relative  to  tithes  was  on  that  night 
brought  forward.  They  had  gene- 
rally conceiyed,  from  whatever  caufc 
it  proceeded,  that  they  were  to  re- 
ceive a  juii,  or. at  leait  a  reafonable 
pecuniary  compenfation,  an  idea 
which  afforded  the  higheit  gratifica- 
tion to  them,  as  they  would  thereby 
be  relieved  from  that  odious  ne- 
ceffity  of "  taking  tithes  in  kind, 
which  above  all  things  they  wifhed 
to  be  exonerated  from,  and  for  that 
purpofe  would  willingly  have  mb- 
mitted  to  no  fmall  fubil  ra&ion 
from  their  value  on  the  fuppofition 
of  a  commutation. 

But  when  they  fonnd  that  they 
were  to  be  ftripped  of  their  only 
means  of  living,  and  deilined  to 
look  for  fome  undefined  compenfa- 
tion, which  was  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  future  degree. of. bene vo- 
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.lenec  thai  might  happen  to  operate  decifion  which  confined  only  in  the 
upon .  the  .  nation  ox  aiTembly,  no-  counting  of  heads,  and  in  which  they 
.thing  could  exceed  their  fehfeof  the  were  certain  of  a  majority  of  two 
.wrong,  or  their  indignation  at  the  or  three  to  one,  call  loudly  and  re- 
.injury.  JJor  did  the.  contemptuous  peatedly  for' the  tjueftiqn.  The 
.treatment*  which  the^abbp  Sjeyes  .  diforder  was  too  great,  and  the  paf- 
♦liad  juflt  experienced,  nor  the*  cla-  Tioiis  on  both  fides  tod  much  inflam- 
/xnour  which,  was-oppofed'  to  their  ed*  to  admit  of  fhe  coolnefs  and  re- 
nown arguments,  and  remonftrances, .  gularity  neceflary  eyen  for  a  divi- 
sor even  the  galling  ridicule  which    fion;   fo  that  the  bulmefs  was  by 


1  ftccafionally  intervened,  and  would 
•  pafs  a  fubje&»  to  them  much  too 
t  ferioits  for  merriment,  oif  as  a  jetf,  at 
■  all  deter  them  from  contending  vi- 


common  confent  adjourned  to  the 
following  day. 

T^he  popular  writers  not  only  ac- 
knowledge,  but  (eem  to  mention  it  as 


^oroufly  for.  their .  rights,  and  ftur-  an  inftance  of  the  activity  and  abi- 
-  3ily  defending  their  daily  tread,  tity  of  the  leaders  on  their  fide, 
.  It  "was  upon  this  occafion  that  one  that  the  night  of  the  5  th  of  Auguft, 
•„  .*<>£.  the.  country  vicars,  ,iii  the  bitter-  'which  was  that  immediately  fuc- 
;.  'jaeft  o£  his  heart,  addreffed  himfelf  ceeding  the  debate  on  tithes,  was 
s  to  Jthe  .commons ;  and  calling  out,  by  no  means  idly  or  ineffectively 
.  iRfith.tfce  higheft  and  moft  marked-"  fpent.  J  Every  engine  was  fet-  to 
.  indignation,  afked*  "  Was  it  then  to  work,  to  overcome  the  obftinacy,  or 
.  ««  devour  us,  t^hat  you  invited  us  to  to  mollify  the  minds  of  the  clergy. 
.  '«*  join'  you  in  the  name  of  the  Gvi  Hope,  terror*,  and  flattery  were  al- 
,.>«  of.peact? '*.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  t^rnately  tried,  and  each  in  its  turn 
.  .  that  a*fenfe  of  their  own.  eonduft  in  found  a  foil  fit  for  its  reception,  and 
;  liahandbhing-  the  mobility,  with  a  re* 

collection  of  the  means  ufed  to  draw 
. .  Jthem  to  that  meafure,  and  a  galling 
.  comparison  between  the  fraternal 
..  Embraces,  along  with  the  flattering 
..  title  of  faviours  of  their  country, 

which  they  had  fo  lately  received, 


produced  its  proper  effed.  Tha 
object  in  view  was  to  obtain  from 
themfelves  a  formal,  and  at  the  fame 
tune  an  apparently  voluntary  fur- 
render  of  tithes.  In  fadt,  the  clergy 
could  not  but  fee,  that  the  union  of 
the    nobles    and  commons  againft 


and  the  immediate  ingratitude  of    them   muft  of  neceffity  render  all 
thofe  Very  men* oy.  whom  they  had    their  efforts  abortive;    and  it  re- 


been  fo  highly  careffed  andbepraif- 
ed,  and  to  whom  they  had  in  reality 
done  fuch  elTential  (ervice,  muft  all 
together  have  ferved  to  embitter 
the  /prefent  fcene *'  in .  the '  inoft  ex- 
treme degree.    "-' 

'  Tlie  debate,  if  a  continued  fcene 
of  tumult,  noife  and  confufipn  might 
be  allowed  to  nfurp  that  name,  was 
continued  through'  the  whole  day. 
In  vain  did  a  number  of  the  depu- 


quired  no  great  trouble  to  deter- 
mine, whether  it  was  not  better  to 
fubmit  with  a  good  grace  to  an  in- 
evitable evil,  than  by  a  vain,  and 
what  would  be  deemed  a  pertina- 
cious' refidance,  to  exafperate  that 
power  on  which  they  were  ftill  def- 
tined  to  rely  for  fupport  and  protec- 
tion. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  and  under 
thefe    and  fimilar  impreflions,*  the 


ties,  who  wifhed'to'get  quit  of  fo    point  was  gained  in  the  courfe  of  the 
tire'fome  a  difcuffion,  by  that  fhort    night;  and  at  the  commencement 

»f 
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of  the  iitting  on  the  next  morning, 
the  archbifliop  of  Paris,  in  the 
name  of  his  brethren,  furrendefed 
all  the  tithes  of  the  church  into  the 
hands  of  the  nation ;  accompanying 
the  furrender  with  the  following 
fhort  fpeech :  "  Let  the  gofpel  be 
u  preached ;  let  divine  worfhip  be 
u  celebrated  with  decency  and  dig- 
u  nity ;  let  the  church  be  provided 
u  with  virtuous  and  zealous  paftors ; 
u  let  the  poor  amongft  the  peopie 
"  be  fuccoured.  This  is  the  defti- 
"  nation  of  our  .riches;  thefe  are 
««  the  objects  of  our  miniftry,  and 
"  of  our  wifhes :  we  truft  ourfelves, 
M  without  referve,  to  a  juft  and  gc- 
m  nerous  nation."  This  facrihee 
was  received  with  an  affe&ed  accla- 


[»3 

Proven9aux,  but  fhould  for  the  fu- 
ture be  inhabited  by  French  citi- 
zens only.  It  was  dated,  in  fupport 
of  this  propefci,  that  the  French 
had  not  hitneno  been  properly  a 
nation,  but  rath .r  :».:i  incoherent  and 
fantaftical  affemblage  of  different 
people,  who  had  fortuitoully  pair- 
ed under  the  fame  monarchy ;  ibme, 
by  virtue  of  a  will,  bequeathing 
them  as  property ;  others,  in  con- 
fequence  ot  a  marriage,  which 
transferred  them  as  a  Jaughter's 
portion ;  and  all  by  different  titles, 
and  upon  different  conditions ;  all 
preferving  their  dillin^t  laws  and 
cuftoms,  and  having  nothing  in 
common,  but  the  diiadvantnge  of 
fuffering  all  the  miferies  of  fervid 


matton  of  applaufe,  as  if  any  one  tude,  without  the  folitary  recom- 

could  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  a  free  pence  of  poffefling    uniform  laws 

and  voluntary  gift     It  was  not  an  and  fimilar  interefts. 

incurious  circumibmce  to  obferve  This  application   was   received 

the  fudden  change  which  took  place  with  great  and  univerfal  applaufe ; 

in  the  countenance  and  manner  of  and  it  was  probably  upon,  this  oc- 

theaflembly;     That  body,  fo  agi-  cafion  that  the  deputies  of  feveral 


tated,  fo  noify,  fo  tumultuous  and 
violent  on  the  preceding  day  and 
night,  was  now  fo  calm,  fo  tranquil 
and  placid,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe  it  compofed  of  the  fime  mem 

Jt  coft  the  affembly  feveral  days 
to  digeft  and  frame  into  laws  the 


privileged  towns  and  di&ri&s  made 
a  furrender,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  of  the  charters  and  municipal 
documents  of  the  places  they  repre- 
sented. But  many  other  of  the  de- 
puties, being  more  fcrupulous,  did 
not  choofe  to  furrender  the  local 


refolutions  paffed  on  the   night  of    privileges  of  their  condiments  with- 
the  4th    of  Auguft  and  the  tranf-    out  confulting  them ;  and  although 


actions  and  debates  of  that  night  are 
fo  intermixed,  in  the  publifhed  re- 
lations, with  thofe  which  fucceeded, 
and  that  without  any  mark  of  dif- 


the  affembly  had  already  declared  or 
decreed,  that  no  pofitive  inftructions 
from  the  conftituents  (hould  be  con- 
sidered as  binding;  yet  upon  this 


tin&ion,  that  it  b  not  eafy  to  aifign    occafion  they  allowed  time  for  their 
their  proper  time  or  place  to  fome    communicating  with  them.       But 


of  them.  It  feems,  however,  to 
have  been  on  that  night  that  the 
deputies  from  Dauphiny  reminded 
the  affembly~of  the  wifh  declared 
ly  tha*  province,  that  France  mould 
£e  longer  remain  parcelled  out  a- 
JBongft   Bretons,  Dauphinois,   and 


for  the  intermediate  time  a  provi- 
sional furrender  was  however  made 
of  all  exclufive  privileges,  and  it 
was  underdood  and  announced,  that 
there  (hould  be  one  common  confti- 
tution  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
that  no  privilege,  or  fuppofed  right, 
[B  4}  fhould 
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ihould  be  admitted  to  obllruft  the 
attainment  of  that  defired  objedt. 
The  final  refult  was,  that  every  ex- 
clulive  right  and  privilege  through- 
put the  kingdom  was  at  length  re- 
signed. The  provinces,  which  pof- 
fefled  a  right  of  taxing  themlelves, 
renounced  that  right,  and  their 
ftates,  together;  and  the  parlia- 
ments, which  had  fo  long  been  the 
boait  of  France,  and  confidered  as 
the  able  and  inflexible  guardians  of 
the  public  rights',  were  foon  anni- 
hilated, as  well  as  the  provincial 
flates.  All  the  ancient  iy Items  of 
theology  and  of  the  fchools,  toge- 
ther with  the  canon,  political,  and 
eccleiialtical  bodies  of  law,  were 
fwept  away  like  cobwebs  ;  as  were, 
with  Hill  greater  eafe,  all  the  claims 
or  fuppofed  rights  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  all  fees  or  taxes  here- 
tofore paid  to  it  for  ever  abolifhed. 
In  a  word,  every  thing  changed  its 
ancient  form  and  afpecl. 

It  was  obferved,  by  men  of 
fhrewd  obfervation,  that  however 
•brilliant  the  generous  enthufiafm  of 
the  4th  cf  Auguft  appeared,  and 
whatever  honour*  the  great  facrifices 
made  by  the  nobility  and  clergy  to 
the  people  conferred  on  the  parties, 
yet  that  this  new  mode  of  haftily 
palling  the  moil  important  laws  by 
acclamation,  was  fraught  with  much  . 
inconvenience  and  evil;  that  it 
took  away  from  that  refpedl,  from 
that  opinion  of  wifdom,  which  ever 
Ihould  attend  the  proceedings  of  a 
great  deliberative  aifembly;  more 
particularly  the  prefent,  engaged 
as  it  was  in  the  moil  arduous  talk 
that  ever  had'  been  committed  to 
the  hands  of  a  fimilar  body  of  men, 
that  of  correcting  all  the  abufes 
accumulated  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
leries  of  pall  ages,  and  of  framing  a 
new  and  perfect  cpnftitution  for  the 


'  government  of  a  great  and  power* 
ful  empire,  as  if  it  had  now,  been 
only    commencing    its     exiilence. 
They  held,  that  one  eflential  law 
coolly  palled  in  favour  of  the  people, 
inarked  with  its  proper  character- 
ilticks  of  due  deliberation,  difcuf- 
fion  and  enquiry,  would  have  pro- 
duced better  effe&s  upon  their  tem- 
per and  difpdfition,    and  infpired 
them   with    higher    fentiments  of 
gratitude,  than  the  whole  bundle  of 
laws    thus     precipitately     hurried 
through   by  the  voice  of  clamour 
and  acclamation.     That  fuch  a  tor- 
rent of  benefits  coming  upon  them 
at  once,  was  more  culculated  to  turn 
their  heads,  to  loofen  all  the  bands 
of  fubordination,  to  eradicate  every 
fenfe  of  their  refpective  duties,  and 
to   indifpofe  them   to  every   form 
whatever  of  government,  than  to 
render  them  good  citizens,  and  ufe^ 
ful  members  of  the  fociety,  in  their 
proper  fphere  of  life.     That  thefe 
laws  Ihould  have  been  promulged, 
and   thefe    benefits    communicated 
gradually,  to  give  them  proper  ef- 
fect, and  thereby  to   render  them 
ufeful;  but  that  in  the  prefent  ill- 
chofen  feafon  of  palling  the  one, 
and  no  lefs  ill  mode  of  difpenfing- 
the  other,  the  people  mull  naturally 
attribute  them  either  to  a  fudden 
paroxyfm  of  fear  or  of  madnefs ; 
and  that  under  this  impreflion,  their 
gratitude  on  the  one  hand,  and  all 
the  good  efFe&s  which  were  hoped 
to  proceed  from  thefe  prodigious 
conceflions,  on  the  other,  would  be 
equally  fuperfeded.     They  farther 
infilled,  that  independently  of  all  ex- 
tnnfic  considerations,  fo  important 
and  fo  intricate   a  body  of  laws, 
which  went  to  change  the  whole 
law  and^  policy  of  the  nation,  to 
difarrange  or  difpofe  of  near  half 
its  property,  and  to  djaw  eternal 
x  lines 
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lines  of  demarcation  between  the 
rights  and  claims  of  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  great  and  the  fmall, 
required,  whether  with  regard  to 
their  liability,  or  to  the  character 
of  the  leg i (la tors,  that  none  of 
them  feparately,  much  lefs  the 
whole,  mould  have  been  pafled, 
without  deep  thought,  calm  deli- 
beration, long  difcuflion,  clofe  en- 
quiry into  fads  and  confequences, 
and  a  vigorous  exertion  of  all  the 
human  forefight  in  looking  to  pof- 
fible  or  probable  confequences. 

The  event  was,  that  the  nobility 
and  clergy  in  the  provinces,  feeling 
no  p:irt  of  that  enthufiafm  which 
operated  on  their  brethen  upon  the 
4^h  of  Augufl:,  and  being,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  the  higheft  degree  irritated 
by  the  devaftation  and  ruin  which 
they  were  enduring,  were  much 
dLlatisfied  with,  and  very  generally 
condemned  the  conduct  of  their  de- 
legates, in  thus  haflily  facrificing 
their  rights  arid  property,  without 
their  concurrence,  and  without  ob- 
ta:ning  the  fmalleft  fecurity,  either 
prefent  or  future,  for  their  perfons, 
or  for  whatever  ftill  remained  of 
their  poffeflions.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  illiterate  peafantry,  hav- 
ing received  only  very  imperfect 
accounts,  and  forming  very  confufed 
ideas  of  what  had  pafled  in  the  af- 
fembly,  yet  the  mixture  of  truth 
and  falfehood  which  reached  them, 
that  the  feudal  fyftem  was  entirely 
overthrown,  all  privileges  and  dis- 
tinctions between  men '  for  ever  a-r 
bofilhed,  that  all  open  lands  we;e 
the  property  of  the  nation  (by 
which  they  underttood  themfelves) 
with  that  additipn,  which  was  re- 
ceived more  greedily  than  any 
other,  that  no  rents  were  in  future 
to  be  paid,  thefe  things  they  thought 
not  only  afforded  a  full  justification 


of  their  paft  violence,  but  fufHcient 
authority  for  its  continuance;  nor  is 
it  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they 
mould  confide r  thefe  fudden  and 
extraordinary  benefits  as  either  the 
reward  or  the  effect  of  their  own 
outrages.  Under  this  perfuafion 
they  accordingly  renewed  them 
with  greater  violence  than  ever, 
being  now  freed  from  the  drea.4 
which  had  hitherto  attended  the 
perpetration  of  fimilar  crimes.  The 
national  aflembly  pafled  very  fevere 
laws  to  prevent  thefe  diforders,  and 
to  punim  the  offenders ;  but  they 
not  being  fupported  with  vigour, 
and  no  proper  force  afligned  for 
carrying  them  into  execution,  they 
produced  little  effect. 

But  the  proprietaries  at  length, 
whofe  fupinenefs  hitherto  had  been 
a  matter  of  general  aftonifhment, 
took-  up  arms  in  their  own  defence, 
and  checked  the  barbarous  ravages 
of  the  peafantry.  To  this  late-dif- 
covered  vigour  on  their  fide  Rabaot 
attributes  the  falvation  of  France ; 
for  he  obferves,  that  that  clafs  of 
men  who  had  nothing  to  lofe,  and 
every  thing  to  gain  in  the  confufion 
of  revolutions,  was  thereby  deterred 
from  aflembling. 

As  an  appearance  of  fome  tran- 
quillity and  good-temper  now  pre- 
vailed in  the  court  and  affembjy, 
the  king  ventured  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  miniftry.  The  great 
feal  was  given  to  the  archbifhop  of 
Bourdeaux;  the  nominationof  bene- 
fices to  the  archbifhop  of  Vienne; 
the  war  department  was  committed 
to  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  ;  while  St. 
Prieft  and  Montmorin,  who  had 
been  recalled  with  Neckar,  were 
rein  dated  in  their  former  offices. 
The  three  former  were  members  of 
the  aflembly,  but  they  ceafed  from 
fitting  or  voting  there  after  their 

appointment. 
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appointment,  .  The  aflembly  ex- 
'prefled  great  fatisfa&ion  at  the 
choice  of  thefc  minifters,  which 
the  king  had  immediately  commu- 

1  nicated  to  them  by  letter. 

klt  happened  unfortunately,  that 
the  lame  evU,  which  had  already 
proved  fo  fatal  to  the  king  and  to 
his  adjniniftratious,  ftilljcorttinued  to 
prefs  upon  the  executive  govern- 

/  ment  with  greater  weight  than  it 
even  had  done  before.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  was  generally  re- 
fufed  or  evaded  in  moil  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  fupport  government  or  carry  on 
the  public  bufinefs.  In  this  ftate 
of  things  tha  new  minifters  demand- 
ed an  audience  of  the  aflembly; 
and  the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux, 
as  keeper  of  the  feal,  having  expa- 
tiated largely  on  the  difordered  and 
melancholy  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
M.  Neckar,  as  minifter  of  finance, 
demanded  that  the  aflcmbly  fhould 
give  its  fan&ion  to  a  loan  of  thirty 
millions  of  livres,  as  a  meafure  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary .  The  neceiTity 
was  too  evident  to  admit  of  a  dif- 
cuflicn;  but  fome  objections  were 
made  on  account  of  the  inftru&ions 
which  the  delegates  had  received 
from  their  constituents,  not  to  grant 
any  fubfidies  until  they  had  com- 
pleted the  conftitution.  Thefe  ob- 
jections, however,  gave  way  to  the 
inftant  and  extreme  diftrefs  of  the 
ftate  for  want' of  money;  but  this 
©ccafion  afforded  the  firft  inftance  of 
the  total  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  countenance  of  the  af- 
lembly with  refpect  to  Neckar. 
Inftead  of  adopting  the  fcheme 
formed  by  the  financial  minifter, 
whofe  abilities  and  integrity  they 
had  fo  often  extolled  in -a  degree 
which  approached  to  the  hyperbole, 
they  now  declated  their  total  want 


,of  confidence  in  him,  by  altering 
his  plan,  and  narrowing  the  terma 
which  he  propofed  as  an  induce- 
ment to  the  lenders  for  fobferibing 
to  the  loan.  The  confequence  was 
natural ;  the  monied  men  would  not 
part  with  their  cafb,  and  no  body 
fubferibed;  and  by  this  very  ill- 
judged  management  the  weaknefs 
or  failure  of  public  credit,  which 
might  otherwife  have  been  kept  in 
the  dark,  was  expofed  to  all  Eu- 
rope. This  conduct,  however,  drew 
a  degree  of  unpopularity,  and  even  . 
of  odium,upon  the  national  aflcmbly, 
which  it  did  not  eafily  get  quit  of; 
for  as  Neckar  did  not  fcruple  pub- 
licly to  vindicate  himfelf,  the  whole 
blame  fell  upon  that  body,  to. 
whom  in  reality  it  properly  belong- 
ed. 

Upon  this  failure,  the  neceflity 
for  money  every  hour  increafing, 
Neckar  was  permitted  to  prefcribe 
fucli  terms  as  he  thought  would  an- 
fvver  the  purpofe,  for  raifing  a  loan 
of  eiglity  millions  of  livres,  at  five 
per  cent,  on  the  credit  of  a  vote 
pafTed  by  the  aflembly.  But  the 
fortunate  moment  was  paft,  and 
could  not  be  regained;  although 
the  propofals  were  fufhciently  al- 
luring, the  fubfeription  hung  too 
heavily  on  hand  to  produce  the  de- 
fired  effect,  and,  in  fine,  was  not 
half  filled.  In  the  mean  time  a 
fcheme  of  promoting  and  receiving 
patriotic  conrributions  was  adopt- 
ed ;  and,  like  other  novelties  in  that 
country,  raged  for  its  time  as  ai 
epidemic.  Silver  buckles  and  gold 
rings  were  the  moft  common  con- 
tributions to  the  aflembly  ;  fo  .that 
in  a  few  days  not  a  filver  buckle 
was  to.  be  feen,  nor  probably  many 
wedding  rings  to  oe  found,  any 
where  in  or  near  Paris.  The  na- 
tional aflfembly    themfelves,    in  a 

fuddea 
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fodden  fit  of  enthufiafin,  difman-  .eminently.  diHinguiftied  /or .their 

tied  all  their  own  fhoes  -one  Hay  patriotifm  on  this  occafion;  freely 

in   a    moment*      Such    was    the  offering  a  fhare  of  their  earnings  to 

jag*  of  faihion  while  it  lafted,  that  .  the  fupport  of  the  public.— It  wag 
.  the    pooreft    people,    even    thofe.  undoubtedly  the  xnoft  disgraceful 

who  were  little  better  than  living  meafure,  with  refpect  both  to  the 

on  charity,  prefented  their  offer-  nation  and  to  themfelves,  that  ever 

ings.  ;  The  lowed  as  well  as  the  was  adopted  by  any  body  of  men 

*  higher  orders  of  courtezans  were  in  fimilar  circumftances. 

C    H     A    P.       II. 

•  *  King  and  queen  fend  tbeir  gold  and  fiver  plate  to  the  mint.     Patriotic  dona* 

tions  incapable  of  relieving  the  necefjities  of  the  ftate.  Extraordinary  tax 
decreed,  under  the  name  of  a  patriotic  contribution,  by  which  each  man  was 
to  contribute  one  fourth  of  his  annual  revenue  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ft  ate* 
Loud-  complaints  and  'violent  animofities  excited  by  this  partial  tax,  Em- 
barraffments  and  difficulties  'which  the  national  affembly  experienced  in  fam- 
ing the  new  declaration  of  rights.  Great  debates  upon  the  propriety  or 
inexpedience  of  adopting  the  meafure.  Declaration  at  length  paffed  and  pro- 
mulgated. .  Saying  of  Mirabeau  upon  the  fubjecl.     AJJembly  divided  into  a 

•  number  of  fedions  or  committees,  to  each  of  'which  is  ajfgned  fome  fpecifed 

•  part  of  the  new  conftitution,  on  which  it  is  to  make  a  report*     Grand 
queftion  arifes,  What  pare  of  authority  it  was  fitting  the  king  Jhould  pof- 

fefs  in  the  new  Jegiftature?  This  operates  like  a  touch/tons  in  trying  every 
'    man's  principles,  and  compelling  him  to  an  open  avowal  of  them.     Afjembly 
'  arranged,  face  to  face,  in  two  great  hojiile   divifeons,  apparently  equal 
K  in  ftrengtb  and  numbers.      Violent  contefts  enfue,  and   are  fo  long  con* 
.  tinued,  that  the  people  'without,  and  at  length  the  'whole  nation,  become 
parties  in  them.     State  of  the  parties  within  and  'without,  who  thus  di- 
vided the  affembly  and  the  nation.     King's  veto,  or  negative,  with  refpeJt 
to  the  p offing  of  laws,  one  of  the  fubjeSts  moft  violently  and  generally  agi- 
tated »      Populace  of  Paris  interfere  openly  in  the  queftion  of  the  veto  ; 
while  the  crowds  in  the  galleries  of  the  affembly  become  fo  daringly  auda* 
cious,  as  by  hootings  and  revilings  to  endeavour  to  drown  the  voices ',  and  by 
'  infults  and  menaces  to  deter  from  giving  their  votes  all  thofe  members  who 
fupported  the  rights  of  the  crown.     Long  lifts  of  members  who  were  marked 
for  profcription,  and  defined  to  be  victims  to  the  vengeance  of  the  people, 
publijhed  in  Paris,  and  diftributed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom.     Po<* 
pular  fermentation  in  Paris  rifen  nearly  to  its  higheft  pitch.     The  notorious 
St.  Huruge,  attempts  to  have  the  king,  the  dauphin,  and  the  national  affem- 
bly, brought  to.  Paris*,  but  by  the  fpir it ed  exertions  of  La  Fayette,  Bailly, 
and  the  Hotel  de  ViUe*  the  leaders  are  committed  to  prifon,  and  the  fedition 
quelled.     Heavy  complaints  made  to  the  affembly  by  fever al  of  its  members 
of  thofe  treafonable  attempts  againft  the  freedom  of  the  king,  as  well  as  of 
that  body  itfelf;  and  likewife  of  the  lifts  of  profcription  which  were  Jub. 
UJhed,  and  of  the  incendiary  letters  by  which  they  were  continually  menaced 
with  deftruBion^  but  Mirabeau  with  his  faclion  turn  the  whole  complaint 
into  ridicule.     Numberlefs  charges  of  fappofed  plots  and  con/piracies  now 
modi  againft  the  rqyaJiftsyiwbich  effectually  anfwer  one  puipofe9  in  exciting 

Jk     ,  a  general 
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a  general  alarm  and  ferment  through  the  nation.  The  Parifans,  in  parti" 
cular,  become  again  dangeroujly  outrageous,  and  every  thing  bears  the  fame 
afpeB  as  in  the  preceding  months  of  June  and  July.  In  this  ft  ate  cf  affairs, 
the  king,  ever  wijhing  to  preferve  or  reftore  tranquillity,  fends  Neckar  with 
a  propofal  to  the  affembly,  declaring  that  he  would  be  contented  with  a 
fufpenfive  veto,  whofe  operation  Jhould  not  laft  longer  than  one  or  two  legif 
latures.  This  propofal  received  ivith  fatisfafiion ;  and  it  was  decreed, 
thai  the  royal  fufpenf  on  Jhould  continue  during  two  legi/latures.  Great  de- 
bates on  the  queftion,  whether  the  national  ajjembly  jhoidd  be  compofed  of  one 
or  two  chambers.  Queftion  at  length  carried  for  a  fingle  chamber  by  a  pro- 
digious majority.  Members  obliged  to  procure  certificates  honv  they  had 
given  their  <votts,  to  preferve  their  houfes  and  families  from  deftruclion. 
Ajfentbly  decree,  that  the  legijialive  body  Jhall  be  renewed  every  two  years 
by  elections.  Receive  a  letter  from  the  king,  containing  his  cbjeSlions  to 
eertain  parts  of  fame  of  the  new  laws,  which  occafiom  much  dij  content  in 
the  ajjembly.  King  obliged  to  give  his  faclion  Jimply,  and  without  comment ', 
to  the  laws  in  queftion.  Things  tending  f aft  to  an  extraordinary  crifes  both 
in  Paris  and  Verfailles.  Afjembly,  however,  confirm  the  hereditary,  fuc- 
cejjion  of  the  crown ;  and  declare  the  king's  perfon  facred  and  inviolable* 
Arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  at  Verfailles,  the  caufe  or  pretence  of 
the  enfuing  mifchiefs.  Entertainment  given  by  the  officers  of  th'e  king's  life 
guards  to  thofe  of  the  new  corps,  productive  of  much  licentioufnefs  and  folly. 
This  banquet  occafions  a  violent  ferment  both  at  Paris  and  Verfailles.  Nu- 
merous army  of  women,  after  plundering  the  tonvn  houfe,  and  fupplying 
themfelves  with  arms  and  artillery,  march  from  Paris  to  Verfailles.  Are 
-  followed  by  unnumbered  bands  of  rujjijins.  And  not  long  after  by  La 
Fayette,  rrt  the  head  of  a  confederable  army  of  the  national  guards.  Events 
of  the  $tb  and  6th  of  Oclober.  King  and  royal  family  led  captive  to 
Paris.  Tumult  in  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  a  baker,  J'oon  after  the  arrival 
cf  the  national  affembly,  occafion  the  greateji  alarm  and  apprehenfton  in  that 
body.  Severe  decree  paffed,  by  which  the  magiftrates  are  empowered  to  pro- 
claim martial  law,  and  to  proceed  to  the  laft.  extremities  in  reprefjing  the  fu- 
ture outrages  of  the  mob.  La  F ayetie procures  the  Duke  of  Orleans'  departure 
to  England. 

IN  the  pinching  fcarcity  of  mo-  in  the  royal  perfonages,  who  werje 

ney  which  now  prevailed,  the  obliged  to  deftine  the  plate  to  be 

king  and  qileen  fent  their  gold  and  converted  into  current  coin  for  the 

filver  plate  to  the  mint  for  coinage,  relief  of  their   immediate  necefli- 

We  had  originally  underftood  this  ties. 

to  have  been,  in  the  prefent  fpirit  It  foon  appeared,  and  might  have 
of  the  time,  a  patriotic  donation,  been  eafily  forefeen,  that  the  pa- 
intended  to  give  a  fan&ion  and  triotic  offerings  were  totally  inca- 
countenance  to  the  offerings  of  iil-  pable  of  relieving  the  public  necef- 
ver  trinkets,  fmall  fums  of  money  iities,  which  were  of  too  vaft  a 
yid  pieces  of  plate  which  were  magnitude  to  be  at  all  affe&ed  by 
continually  made.  But  it  appears  fuch  trifling  refources :  fo  that  the 
from  Neckar,  who  could  not  be  danger  of  a  public  bankruptcy,  and 
mriraken,  that  this  meafure  pro-  of  a  total  ceflation  of  all  the  opera- 
ceeded  front  mere  abfglute.  poverty  lions  of  government,  could  not  but 

ftrike 
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fbike  every  mind   with  apprehen- 
fion ;  the    taxes   being  almolt  en- 
tirely unproductive,  and  no  means 
appearing  for  fupplying  their  place 
with    an    adequate   fubftitute.      It 
was  in  this  flate  of  hard  and  trying 
difficulty,  when  the  greatnefs  of  the 
necejflity  feemed  almofl  to  afford  a 
fenction  to  any  meafure  that  might 
be  jrorfued  for  obtaining  relief,  tiiat 
Neckar  ventured  to  lay  before  the 
affembly  the   fcheme  for  a  fupply, 
which  the  boldeft  minifter  that  ever 
Hved,  and  in  the  moft  defpotic  go- 
vernment, would  perhaps  have  he  - 
fitated  at  adopting,    This  was  the 
extraordinary   contribution   of  the 
fourth  part"  of  each   man's   yearly 
revenue,  to  be  paid  at  different  af- 
figned    periods    during  the    courfe 
of  three   years.     The   eftimate  of 
each  man's  income,  aaW.  confequent- 
\j  the  amount  of  the  fum  which  he 
was  to  contribute  to  the  Hate,  being 
left  to  his  own  honour. 

It  was  furely  a  Angular  cafe, 
that  a  tax  almoft  without  example 
in  the  moft  arbitrary  governments, 
ihottld  have  been  pafied  by  a  body 
of  men,  not  only  highly  republican, 
but  who  were  the  avowed  aflertors 
of  liberty.  The  peculiar  fituation 
of  the  aflembly  will,  however,  ex- 
plain this  circumftance.  They  were 
already  labouring  under  great  and 
general,  odium  cm  account  of  the 
feilure  of  Neckar's  firft  fcheme  for 
railing  money  by  a  loan,  which  was 
entirely  and  juftly  charged  to  their 
injudicious  and  wanton  interference 
in  the  bufinefs.  At  the  fame  time, 
inltant  bankruptcy,  with  all  its  fa- 
tal confequences,  were  flaring  them 
foil  in  -the  face ;  and  if  they  re- 
jected the  prefent  plan/  they  would 
have  made  themfelves  thereby  an- 
/werable  for  all  the  evils  that  might 
follow.     Mirabeau's  eloquence  was, 


however,  neceffary  to  make  the 
decree  pafs  glibly  through  the  af- 
fembly ;  although  he  took  care  to 
infinuate,  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  be  mifanderitood,  that  Neckar 
pofTefled  neither  his  confidence  nor 
elleem. — It  was  too  late  now  for 
the  afTembly  to  reflect,  that  much 
of  the  public  diitrefs  proceeded 
from  their  own  extraordinary,  and 
as  it  proved  unfortunate  declaration, 
which  taught  the  people  to  confi- 
der  all  the  prefent  taxes  as  illegal, 
from  their  not  being  laid  on  by  their 
reprefentatives. 

Nothing  was,  however,  left  un- 
done by  the  affembly,  which 
could  tend  to  render  this  fcheme 
of  fupply  palatable;  and  to  pre- 
vent its  affuming  the  odious  deno- 
mination of  a  tax,  it  was  repre- 
fented  entirely  as  a  patriotic  con-  ■ 
tribution,  or  donation.  An  addrefs 
to  the  nation  was  likAife  paffed, 
dating  the  neceffity  of  ner  making 
great  facrifices  in  cafes  of  great 
emergency.  But  neither  thefe  mea- 
fures,  nor  a  knowledge  that  the 
fcheme  of  this  tax .  originated  with 
Neckar,  could  prevent  a  great 
number  of  thofe  who  were  expofed 
to  its  effect  from  confidering  this 
decree,  as  the  refult  of  a  combina- 
tion, formed  by  men  without  pro- 
perty, to  ftrip  thofe  who  ftijl  re- 
tained any,  of  the  lafl  farthing  they 
poffeffed.  For  the  example  being 
once  fet,  of  thus  partially  taxing 
a  part  of  the  community,  anq^  con- 
demning them  to  bear  air  the  bur- 
thens of  the  itate,  who  could  pre-, 
tend  to  define  the  extent  to  whicn 
the  injury  and  oppreffion  might  not 
be  carried  under  the  fan&ion  of  fuch 
a  precedent ;  efpecially  as  all  power 
was  lodged,  and  liable  to  continue,' 
in  the  han4s  of  thofe  very  men  who 
had  committbd  the  original* wrong? 

If 
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If  ftate  neceffity  was  pleaded  as  the  the  difordered  ftate  of  the  finances*  .■ 
colour  or  pretence,  they  obferved,  (which  took  up  no  fmall  fpace  of 
that  it  was  at  bed  the  plea  only  of  time)  the  national  aflembly  wat 
tyrants,  and  that  the  fame  pretence  bufily  occupied  in  forming  different 
would  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  parts  of  the  new  conftitution,  and 
while  they  had  any  thing  left  to  particularly  in  framing  their  cele- 
lofeV  If  the  total  failure  of  the  orated  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
Cu&omaTy  taxes  was  brought  as  an  men  and  of  citizens.  On  this  lafl 
argument,  thequeftion  was  readily  fubjeft  the  afiembly  feemed  greatly  ? 
put,  why  the  people  were  armed  to  to  bewilder  themfelves  in  abftradt 
refill  their  payment,  until  better/  queftions  and  metaphyseal  difqui- 
or  at  Icaft  other  taxes  were  provid-  fitions.  La  Fayette,  whofe  princr- 
ed,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  ?  They  pies  were  truly  and  entirely  Ame- 
feid  that  the  landed  proprietors  had  rican,  brought  forward  a  declara- 
already  facrificed  a  great  part  of  tion,  which  was  little  more  or  lefa 
their  rights  and  property  to  the  than  an  epitome  of  all  thofe  that 
public  good ;  that  another  great  had  been  adopted  by  the  different 
portion  had  been  totally  deftroyed,  members  of  the  united  Hates.  This 
by  the  cruel  devaftations  commit-  might  pofiibly  have  been  fo  far 
ted  on  their  efiates  and  houfes,  by  received  as  to  become  in  fome  de« 
thofe  very  people  oh  whom  they  gree  a  fort  of  ground-work  to  their 
were  fhowenng  benefits;  and  that  own,  if  the  aobe  Sieyes  had  not 
now,  in  thcujfeafon  of  their  humi-  compofed  an  abftralt  and  difficult 
fiation  and  (Sltrefs,  fcarcely  breath-  work,  in  which  he  defined  and 
irig  from  the  horrors  and  ruin  which  -  traced  the  rights  of  man  to  their 
they  had  experienced,  to  condemn  h>ft  principles.  Though  the  abbe's . 
them  to  the  fupoort  of  all  the  ex-  friends  and  admirers  were  unfuc- 
pences  of  the  nation,  was  a  meafure  cefsful  in  their  fupport  of  this  pro- 
of fuch  injuffice  and  cruelty,  as  to  du&ion,  they,  however,  procured 
be  without  example  in  all  the  an-  the  overthrow  of  La  Fayette's  fyf- 
tials  of  tyranny.,    Nor  did'  the  fan-  tern ;   but  this  double  failure,  in- 

f  trine  and  active  part  which  Mira-  ffead  of  operating  as  adifcourage- 

eau  had  taken  in  palling  this  de-  ment,  was    fucceeded  by  fuch   a 

cree,  ferve  in  a,ny  degree  to  leflen  multitude  of  plans  of  new  declara- 

thefe  impreflions,  or  to  render  the  tions,  that  the  aflembly,  embarraf- 

jr/eafure-more  pleafmg.— Upon  the  fed  by  the  variety  of  choice,  found 

whole,  nothing  had  yet  taken  place  it  necefTary  to  appoint  a  committee, 

in  the  courfe  of  the  revolution,  which  in  order  to  reduce  thefubftance  of 

lervcd  fo  much   to  embitter    the  thofe  numerous  plans  into  one  di- 

xninds  of  men,  to  incr? afe  the  ani-  geft,  which  they  might  refer  to,  as 

rnofity  and  malignity    of  parties,  a  text  book  in  their  deliberations. 
and  that'  through  the  violence  of       This  digefl  was  as  far  from  af- 

their  coilifion  produced  fuch  unfbr-  fording  fatfsfaltioa  as  the  feparate 

tutiate  and  difgraceful  confequences,  plans  of  individuals.    In  the  mean 

as  this  jneafure  of  partial  taxation,  time  eflays  were  every  day  written 

^  Soring  thefe  endeavours  $o  re-  upon  the  fubjeel,  and  every  man 

me?ty  ~tbe  diflreifes  occauoned  by  feemed  to  think  i*  thfeeflfclt  thing 
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fa  the  world  to  do,  that  which  none  the  right  tine  of  direction.     It  be- 
&L      Opinions    multiplied    upon '  came  indeed  now  evident,  if  it  had 

opiauns   in    the    Eff.-mbly,    every  been  before  doubted,  that  fo  nume- 

tnne  the   fubject    was    canvafled ;  rous  a  body  was  by  no  means  pro- 

erery  line  teemed  with  new  diffi-  perly  calculated  for  a  deliberative 

colties;   the  mutual  jealouiies  and  affembly, 

difbuib  of  the  parties  led  them  to        The   debates    were    not,    how- 

fofpeft  fome  dangerous  myftery  or  ever,  entirely  confined  to  the  fub- 

kidoen  fraud  to  be  involved  in  the  je&  or  compofition  of  the  decTara- 

noft  hmple  and   obvious   axioms  ;  tion,  for  one  of  the  moil  confide r- 

tsi  while  they  reciprocally  accufed  able,  and  perhaps  the  moft  interenV 

each  other   without  ceremony,  ei-  ing   with  regard  to  matter,   arofe 

tberof  intending  to  give  the  reins  upon  the  queftion  of  adopting '  the 

entirely  to  licentio&fnefs,  or  of  wi(h-  meafure,  confidered  with  refpeft  to 

wg  to  check  the  progrefs  of  liber-  its  expedience  and  propriety.     It 

ty,  cool  debate  and  difpaffionate  dif-  was  faid,  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the 

caffion  were  in  fuch  circumftances  meafure,  that  this  American  idea 

dungs  to  be  wifhed  for  but  not  ex-  was,  in  fad,    more  brilliant  than 

peded.  folid ;  that  it  originated  from  a  new 

A  declaration  which  was   pro-  and  peculiar  ftate  of  things,  which 

pofcd  by  one  of.  the  ie&ons  into,  did  not  exift  with  refpeft  to  France; 

which,  the   affembly  was   divided,  but  that  whether  it  fuited  or  not 

*v  at  length  fo  far  received,  as  to  the  circum fiances  and  condition  of 

become  the  fubject  of  general  de-  thofe  by  wjiora  it  was  firft  adopt- 

hte,  with  a  view  to  its  affording  ed,  was  not  the  queftion  to  be  can- 

the  foundations  for  the  grand  fu-  fidered,  but  whether  it  fuited  their 

perarn&ure.     Every  article  became  own?    This  they  endeavoured  to 

a  fobjeS  0/  much  difcuflion,  and  difprove.    They  ftated  in  the  £f  $ 

.   was  not  {infrequently  productive  of  place,  that  fuch  a  decoration,  in 

I   treat  heat   and    bjtternefs.    .  The  the  prefent  f$ate  and  temper  of  the 

I    debates  were  exceedingly  tedious  nation,  would  not  only  be  inexpe- 

/    and  mninterefEng;  being  in  many  dient,  bat  xftight  proDj$ly   prove" 

I    cafes  a  mere  war  of  wordi,  pinning  dangerous,  from  an  umjoper  ufe 

'    mach  into  metaphyseal  a^ftraftions,  being  made  of  it ;  that  tjie.  people, 

grammatical  niceties,   and  verbal  juft  delivered  from  oppreftlon,  and 

difputes  of  no  value.     Tfey  were  indulging  themfelves  in  a  momen- 

rendered  ilill  more  irkfome  ind  dif-  tary  licentioufnefs,  were  unprepared 

hcult  from  its  being  fcarCely  poffi-.  for  fuch  new  doctrines ;  that  when 

ble  to  arrange  any  number  of  words  they  were  intoxicated  with  the  un- 

in  fuch  a  form,  as  would  equally  accuftomed  fpirit  of  independence, 

Arike  the  ears, ;  and  be  received  they  would  no  longer  acknowledge 

with  die  feme  degree  of  compre-  the  authority  of  the  laws,  but  would 

henfiotv  by  fo  great  an  afZemblage  be  too  apt  to  confider  them  only  as  . 

ef  men  as  twelve  hundred,  even  remaining  appendages  of  that  jy&  . 

ioppofing  that  they  were  all  equally  tern  of  ancient  tyranny,  from  whole. 

fincere  in-their  purfuit  of  the  truth,  other  ihackles  they  had  fo  lately  fet 

and  that  «one  were  prompted  ty  themfelves    frefK   and   under   this 

particular  motives  to<  deviate  from  blind  deluiion  they  would  eagerly 

exert 
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exert  their  new  liberty  in  enforcing,  .    Were  it   not  better,    therefore, 

by  violence  every  claim  wliich  ca-  faid  they,  to  defer  your  declaration 

price,  folly,  or  the  word  paflions  of  rights,  until  the  conlUtution  is 

might  fviggeft.  completed    and    eftablifhed  ?    »We  . 

They  added,   that  in   order    to  fhall  then  have  it  in  our  power  ta 
avoid  thefe  mifchiefs  and  dangers,  appropriate  the  one  to  the  other* 
which  were  too  obvious  to  be  over-  and  to  make  them  harmonize  to- 
looked  by. any  body,  the  aflembly,  gether. — A  fhrewd  queftion  was  put 
after  involving  itfelf  in  a  taflc  of  by   Malouet :    "  Why,"   faid  he, 
great    moment     and     expectation,  "  mould  we  tranfport  men  to  the 
would  be   afraid  to  execute,  con»-  "  ideal  fummit  of  a  mountain,  and 
fiftently  and  properly,  that  difficult  u  Ihew  them  the,  exteniive  domain 
bufineis  which  it  had  fo  needlefsly  "  of  their  rights  beneath,  when  we 
and  wantonly  undertaken  \  for  that  ««  (hall  moll  afluredly  be  obliged  to 
under  thefe  (hackles  it  could  only  "  make  them  defcend,  and  to  bring 
form  a  patched  up,  imperfect,  in-  "  them  into  the  real  world,  where 
confident  work,  under  the  name  of  "  they  will  find  every  ftep  fettered 
a  declaration  of  rights,  which  would,  "  with  reftraints." 
be  a  difgrace  to  the  authors  as  well  The  much  more  numerous  party 
as  to  the  fubject,  the  parts  militat-  who  fupported  the  meafure,  hooted 
ing  againft  each  other,  and  contra-  at  and  fcorfed  the  idea^of  fuppofing 
dieting  the,  title,  from  the  number  danger  in  enlightening  the  public, 
of  restraints  and   limitations   with  and    communicating     to    Ihem    a 
which,  in  fuch   untoward  c^rcum-  knowledge  of  their  rights.  /  It  was 
dances,  it  mud  of  neceflity  abound ;  not  difficult,  efpecially  in  the  pre- 
and  thus  the  mighty  whole,  when  fent  date  of  things,  to  find  a  circle 
it  came  forth,  inftead  of  a  political  of  common  place  arguments  upon 
creed,    which  mould    convert    all  this  head— -That  it   had  been  the 
mankind  by  the  juftnefs  and  fim-  old  trick  of  defpotifm  in  all  ages 
plicity  of  its  principles,  would  prove  and  places  to  keep  the  people  igno- 
an  infignificant,   incoherent,    con-  rant,  in  order  to  rivet  their  chains 
tradictory  jargon.    They  faid,  the  the  more  firmly,    and   to    render 
afTembly,  by  this  premature  attempt,  their  flavery  eternal.     They  talked 
would  find  itfelf  involved  in  other  in  lofty  language,  but  not  always 
difficulties  which  it  did  not  feem  eafily  underdood,  about  the  native 
aware  of,  with  reipect  to  the  great  rights  of  man,  which,  they  faid,  are 
caution  which  was  to  be  ufed  in  ^eternal,    inalienable,    and    impre- 
not    confining  its  own  powers   of  fcriptible;   that  their  fource  is  in 
legiflation,  and   the   danger  of  a  nature  itfelf;  that   they  are  equal 
contradiction  between  general  prin-  and  unchangeable  in  every  age  and 
ciples  and    particular    laws  ;    this  every  country,  and  can  never  yield 
mud  occafion  their  declaration   6f  to  any  reafon   of  convenience   or 
thofe  principles  to  be  timid   and  neceflity.     That,  as  the  fole  object 
circumfpedt,  if  not  equivocal ;  and  of  fociety   is   the  prefervation   of 
the  production  will  appear  to  be  thefe  rights,  to  declare  what  they" 
merely  the  offspring  of  theft  ;pre-  are,  is  an  indifpenfable  preliminary 
fent  neceflities,  and  of  the  ruling  to  the  eftablifliment  of  a  political 
prejudices  of  the  moment.  conltitution.    That  the'  rebrefenta- 
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tives  of  the  people  are  fpecialiy 
called  upon  to  declare  them,  be- 
caafe  it  is  their  duty  to  lay  the 
foundations  before  they  raife  the 
edifice;  to  eftablifh  principles  be- 
fore they  draw  conclufions ;  to  fix 
npon  a  determinate  and  invariable 
end,  before  they  make  choice  of 
the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  ob- 
tained. Xhat  it  is  neceffary  to  de- 
clare them,  in  order  that  the  people 
nay  underftand  and  decide  upon 
die  motives  of  their  legiflators  ; 
that  our  fuccefTors  may  tread  in  our 
footfteps,  and,  feeing  clearly  bur  ob- 
jefti  and*  comprehending  fully  the 
fcope  of  our  defign,  may  be  ena- 
bled to  bring  our  work  to  perfec- 
tion; and  that  other  nations  may 
be  made  fenfible  by  our  precepts 
of  the  injuries  they  fuffer,  and  may 
Jearn  by  our  example  how  to  redrefs 
them.  It  is  a  debt  which  France 
owes  to  mankind. 

This  celebrated  declaration  of 
rights  has  been.fo  long  before  the 
world;  an4  has  every  where,  parti- 
cularly in  this  country,  been  already 
fo  much  difcuffed,  that  any  bbfer- 
vation  now  upon  it  would  not  only 
be  needlefs,  but  could  fcarcely  avoid 
feeing  a  repetition  of  what  has  been 
already  faid.  It  was  allowed  by  all 
parties,  even  An  France,  to  contain 
much  good  matter,  and  the  nobles 
and  clergy  acknowledged  that  many 
of  its  articles  were  excellent.  Con- 
fidered  as  a  compofition,  it  bears 
evident  marks-  of  hafte,  and  is  by 
no  means  a  regular  and.  homb- 
geneous/work.  Sometimes  it  an- 
nounces-rights  ;  again  it  prefcribes 
restraints :  here  it  anticipates  the 
dbje&s  of  legiilation;  and  there  it 
directs  and  attack  againftdefpdtifm, 
Which  it  Could. not  confidently  fup- 
fofe  to  exifc.    It  waS  not  till  the 
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end  of  Auguft  that  the  produ&iori 
Was  flniflied. 

Perhaps  there  was  fcarcely  le/i 
truth  than  wit  in  Mirabeau's  obfer* 
vation  on  this  declaration,  "  That  it 
"  would  anfwer  no  other  purpofe 
"  than  that  of  a  political  almanack 
"  for  thecurfent  year." 

.  Through  this  whole  cburfe,  ttul 
aflembly  was  divided  into  a  number 
of  fec"Hons  or  committees,  to  each 
of  which  was  affigned  fome  fpecified 
part  of  the   new  conftitution,  oil 
which  it  was  to  give  its  opinion  and 
advice  in  a'  report,  which  then  be- 
came a  fubjeft  of  general  difcuflknv 
But  in  thus  fettling  the  conftitution, 
a  queftion  (as  all  things  were  now 
unhinged)  neceflarily  arofe,  which 
ferved  more  to  divide  the  opinions 
and  to  agitate  the  minds  of  men 
than  any  other ;  this  was  the  grand 
queftion,    What    (hare    of   autho- 
rity it  was  fitting  the  king  ftiould 
pofleis  in  the  new  legiflature  ?  This 
operated    like   a    touchftone.     In 
other  matters,  the  different  orders 
and  parties  were  conftantly  divided 
among  themfelves;  but  now,  every 
man  found  himfelf  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  avowing  and  fiipporting  his 
principles,    or  of  giving  them  up 
for  ever.     What  had  never  hap- 
pened before,  the  prefident  now  faw, 
on  his  right    hand  and  on  his  left,* 
the  whole  aflembly  arranged  in  two 
grand  hoftile  divisions,  and  thefe  (o 
nearly  poifed  in  point  of  number, 
that  the  mod  experienced  eye  could 
not  determine  on  which  fide  the 
advantage  might  lie.    The  conflicts 
were  fo  hard  fought  on  both  fides, 
fo  often  renewed,  and  fo  long  con- 
tinued, and  the  fubjedl  of  debate  fo 
induftrioufly  fpread  and  univerfally 
known,  that  the  whole  nation  be- 
came parties  in  the  conteft,  and  the 
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diffention  and  agitation  was  not  lefs 
among  the  people  at  large,  than  it 
was  within  the  walls  of  the  affem- 
bly.  All  the  paflions  which  had 
hitherto  been  in  fome  degree  (mo- 
thered, now  burft  forth  with  greater 
force  from  their  reftraint,  and  many 
fprung  from  recent  caufes,  appear- 
ed in  all  the  ardour  of  juvenility. 
Rabaut  owns,  that  every  debate  in 
the  aflembly  was  now  a  quarrel  $ 
and  the  heat  and  violence  without; 
was  ftill  greater. 

On  the  one  fide  were  arranged, 
in  the  firfl  inftance,  thofe  who  had  at 
all  times  considered  the  fovereign 
as  the  fole  and  rightful  legiflator ; 
with  thefe  were  joined  thofe  who, 
without  entering  into  the  abftract 
principle,  were  from  habit  or  opi- 
nion attached  to  monarchy,  and 
who  were  ftruck  with  dread  and 
horror  at  the  fudden  torrent  of  re- 
publicanifm  which  now  fo  fuddenly 
overfpread  the  land;  to  thefe  were 
to  be  added  the  fmaller  band,  who 
felt  themfelves  attached  by  affection 
to  the  king's  perfon,  and  that  much 
more  numerous,  which,  from  in- 
terefted  motives,  found  itfelf  bound 
at  all  events  to  the  fupport.  of  king- 
ly government.  But  the  great  force 
on  that  fide  was  4a  new  accefiion; 
being  compofed  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy^  who,  though  reduced  in  pow- 
er, were  ftill  refpe&ablc,  if  not  for- 
midable, from  their  number,  as  well 
as  from  what  ftill  remained  of  their 
influence.  Thefe,  become  at  length 
fenfible  of  the  baleful  effect  of  their 
paft  tergiverfation,  reflecting  in  bit- 
terness of  heart  upon  the  manner 
in  which  both  orders  had  been  al- 
ternately, duped  by  the  commons, 
and  led  blindly  to  play  their  own 
game  into  their  hands,  and  clearly 
perceiving  now  that  nothing,  lefs 


than  their  final  ruin  was  intended, 
were  equally  convinced  that  nothing 
Could  avert  that  ruin,  but  the  re- 
taining of  fo  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  king,  as  might  prove 
fome  check  to  the  prevailing  fyflem, 
and  enable  him  to  interpofe  with 
effect  in  their  prefervation. 

On  the  other  fide  was  oppofed,  in 
much  clofer  and  firmer  array,  and 
much  better  officered  and  command- 
ed, the  whole  body  of  republicans 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  innumerable  divi- 
fions  into  which  they  were  formed, 
and  the  great  diflances  by  which 
the  parts  were  feparated,  were  fo 
intimately  connected,  and  their 
correfpondence  and  union  fo  per- 
fectly eftablifhed,  that  their  general 
movements  difplayed  the  facility 
which  might  have  been  expected 
from  thofe  of  a  fingle  individual. 
With  thefe  were  joined  no  fmall 
number  of  men,  who  flood  in  the 
very  odd  predicament,  that  though 
they  joined  the  republicans  in  every 
thing,  they  were  notwithstanding 
attached  to  fome  undefined  or  un- 
known fpecies  of  monarchy,  but 
were  unable  to  decide  in  themfelves 
what  that  mould  be ;  thefe  having 
no  other  principle  of  union  or  ac- 
tion than  one  commonfear,  that  th* 
crown  might  recover  its  former 
preponderance  and  power,  could  fee 
no  other  evil  or  danger  whatever ; 
but  that  was  fo  ftrongly  fixed  in  their 
minds,  that  it  feemed  difficult  to 
affign  what  degree  of  humiliation 
or  weaknefs  it  could  be  reduced  to, 
which  would  prove  fufficient  to  re- 
move k  their  apprehenflons.  Under 
this  imprefiion,  although  they  were 
directly  adverfe  to  republicanifm, 
in  principle,  their  conduct  produced 
the  fame  effect  as-  if  they  had  been 

the 
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the  warmeft  and  mod  determined  the  means  of  overthrowing  every 
zealots  in  the  caufe ;  nor  were  tjiey    thing  that  had  yet  been  done  for  the 

awakened  from  this  delufion  till  the  liberty  and  good,  of  the  people; 
bufmefs  was  over,  when  their  opi-  that  by  this  negative,  without  af- 
nion  and   action  were   become  as    figning  reafon  or  motive  for   his 

ufelefs  as  their  repentance.  •  conduct,  he   might  obftruct    thofe 

But  that  great  power  which  over-  meafures  which  were  of  the  higheft 
rnled  all  others  in  the  kingdom,  that  .  utility  to  the  people,  merely  to  fa- 
turbulent  metropolis  which  contain-  vour  the  intrigues  of  his  court,  or 
ed  within  its  old  walls  a  very  nu-  the  machinations  of  his  minifters  ; 
merous  and  a  mdft  peculiar  nation,  that  by  thus  impeding  or  arreting 
Was  not  only  fuificient  to  turn  but  the  operations  of  the  aflembly, 
directed  the  management  of  the  the  great  work  of  regeneration, 
fcalein  all  cafes  as  "it  liked.  Paris,  which  the  people  now  fo  confi- 
therefbre*  little  needed  the  aid  of  dently  expected,  would  be  ren- 
Rennes  in  Brittany,  anil  feveral  other  dered  impracticable,  and  all  their 
of  the  more  confiderable  cities  and  hopes  fruflrated  ;  that  if  the  ill 
towns,  which  having  received  the  effects  of  this  dangerous  power  did 
ftme  republican  bias,  were,  how-  not  even  immediately  talce  place, 
'ever  inferior  in  ftrength,  fcarcely  they  would  not  be  the  lefs  certain 
lefs  zealous  in  the  caufe.  when  the  proper  feafon  arrived  for 

One  of  the  queftions  which  arofe  .  their  operation  ;  that  when  the  pre- 

upon  this  fubject;  and'which  "Was  the  fent  vigilance   of  the   people   and 

longeft  and  the  moft  violently  agi-  their  reprefentatives   was   relaxed, 

tared,  both  within  and  without  the  and  means  ufed  to  lull  them  into  a 

aflembly,  was  that  relative  to  the  fatal  fecurity,  then  the  king  might 

king's  veto,  or  negative,  upon  the  fuddenly,  at  his  pleafure,  inflict  a 

pamng   of  laws.      The  difference  paralytic  ftroke  upon  the  legiflativ^ 

between  the  two  parties  "upon  this  body,  which  would  difable  and  ren* 

qoeftipn  was  fb  wide,  that  it  feemed  der  it  totally  ufelefs.     And  that,  in 

fcarcely   poffible   they    could  ever  fact,  this  veto  was  a  never-failing 

meet  or  unite;  for  while  one  brought  inftrument  of  tyranny,  and  the  moft 

ftrong  reafons  to  fhew*  that  this  ail-  odious  and  dangerous  relick  of  an- 

thority  in  the  crown  was  indifpen-  cient  defpptifm  which  could  pofKbly 

fably  neceflary  to  the  public  intereft,  be  retained. 

in  order  to  preferve  a  check  upon        The  qneftion  was  branched  out 

the  tumultuary  nature  of  public  af-  into  feveral  parts.     After  they  had 

fembHes,  and  prevent  their  pafling  been  occupied  in  the  fir  ft  inftance 

not  only  without  due  consideration,  to  make  fuch  prbvifion  as  ihould 

but  under  the  influence  perhaps  of  prevent  the  operation  of  the  veto 

the  moft  fadden  and  outrageous  paf-  *  with  refpedt  to  the  acts  of  the  pre- 

fions,  laws,  which  from  their  abfur-  fent  aflembly,  the  clear  difcernment 

.dity,  their   iniquity,    or  impolicy,  of  Mounier   mewed  that  this  was 

might  draw  on   national  difgrace,  mere  wafte  of  time,  the  fubject  not 

public  injuftice,,  or  even    foreign  admitting  of  a  queftion;    for  the 

danger.     On  the  other  fide,  the  re-  prefent  aflembly  being  appointed  by 

taining  of  this  power  in  the  king's  the  nation,  for  the  ipecial  purpofe 

hands,  it  was  repreicnted,  would  be  of  framing   a  conftitution,   it  was 

[C  i'i  thereby 
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thereby  placed  in  a  fituation  dif- 
ferent, with  refpeft  to  the  royal 
negative,  from  what  its  fucceffors 
might  be ;  the  real  faft  being,  that 
the  royal  power,  during  their  per- 
formance of  that  duty,  was,  of  ne- 
ceflity,  virtually  though  not  formal- 
ly fufpended :  fo  that  their  epnfti- 
tuent  acts  were  not  to  depend  upon 
the  king's  pleafure  or  fandtion— - tiiey 
required  his  direct  acceptance,  which 
could  not  be  refufed. 

The  firft  part  of  the  fubjeft  be- 
ing thus  difpofed  of,  the  poffible  or 
probable  future  confequence  of  the* 
royal  fan&ion's  being  retained  or 
abolifhed,  became  the  fubjedl  of 
difcuffion ;  and  another  queftion 
fprung  from  this,  If  the  king  is  al- 
lowed to  have  a  negative  upon  laws, 
fhall  that  negative  be  final,  or  fhall 
it  only  be  iufpenftve  for  a  limited* 
time? 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fecondary 
agents  or  leaders  of  the  populace  in 
Paris  began  to  interfere  openly  on 
the  queftion  of  the  <veto>a  and  on  ail 
the  other  points  relative  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  were  then  agitated 
by  the  aflembly;  while  the  crowds 
in  their  own  galleries  became  every 
day  more  infolent  and  outrageous, 
drowning  the  voice  of  thofe  mem- 
bers whom  they  did  not  like,  by 
hootings  and  revilings,  and  endea- 
vouring to  over-awe  them  by  infult 
and  menace;  while  long  lifts  of 
members  who  were  marked  to  be 
profcribcd,  were  dUperied  not  only 
in  the  capital,  but  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  popular  fermentation  in 
Paris  was  riling  to  the  higheft  pitch. 
All  the  old  manoeuvres  which  had 
produced  Cuch  extraordinary  effect 
in  the  preceding  months  of  June 
and  July,  were  renewed  in  the  gar- 
dens »t  the  poiais  royal,  and   in 


the  adjoining  political  cofFee-hottfe&% 
The  turbulent  St.  Huruge  (for- 
merly an  officer  in  the  king's  fer- 
vice)  but  noted  for  the  great  (hare 
which  he  had  held  in  all  the  dif- 
turbances  of  tlie  capital,  propofed 
to  fend  a  deputatio  n  to  Verfailles, 
'  to  infift  that  the  king,  the  dauphin, 
and  the  national  aftembly,  mould 
refide  at  Paris;  and  fent  deputies 
•to  the  Hotel  de  ViHe,  to  demand 
the  approbation  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  aflembkd  there  to  this  mea- 
fure.  The  Hotel  de  Ville,  under 
the  influence  of  M.  Bailly,  the" 
mayor,  together  with  La  Fayette* 
behaved  with  fenfe  and  fpirit  upon 
;  this  occafion :  the  former  ftrongly 
prohibited  all  tumultuous  aflemblies ; 
and  La  Fayette,  by  the  affiftance  of 
hir  national  guards,  gave  effedl  to 
the  decree,  by  committing  St, 
Huruge,  Tinlot,  and  fome  of  the 
molt  violent  motion  -  makers  and 
agitators  to  prifon.— -Thus  was  fe* 
dition  for  a  ftiort  fpace  checked. 

The  counts  of  Clermont  Ton* 
nere,  Lally  Tollendal,  with  Mou*. 
nier,  and  other  men  of  eminence, 
•made  heavy  complaints  in  the  na- 
tional aflembly  of  thofe  rebellious 
attempts  againft  the  freedom  of  the 
king,  and  of  that  body  itfelf ;  as 
well  as  thofe  lifts  of  profcriptioa 
which  were  every  where  fpread,  in- 
eluding  the  names  of  all  thofe  mem- 
bers who  wiftied  well  to  the  project 
of  two  chambers,  or  who  fupported* 
the  royal  negative ;  and  of  the  ano-* 
nymous  letters  which  they  daily  re- 
ceived, threatening  them  with  de- 
ftru&ioiv 

Mirabeau,  and  fame  of  his  friends, 
faid  they  had  received  letters  equal- 
ly violent  and  threatening,  for  vot- 
ing againft  tithes ;  and  the  firft  af- 
fefted  to  treat  with  the  greateft  con- 
tempt and  ridicule  the  panic  terrors 
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to  which  certain  cowardly  members  of  men,  whofe  fituation  and  condi- 
were  liable.  The  aflembly,  accord-  tion  in  life  had  been  fo  fuddenly 
ing  to  its  eftablifhed  cuftom  in  all  and  totally  changed,  muft  not  be 
cafes  relative  to  that  people,  pafled  much  difcontented*  and  that  they 
over  the  infults  of  the  Pariiians,  would  not  readily  embrace  any  well- 
without  {hewing  the  fmalleft  fpirit,  founded  fcheme  for  the  recovery  of 
and  thereby  became  liable  to  the  what  they  had  loft ;  fo  that  we  may 
neceflary  consequence,  of  being  ex-  take  it  for  granted,  that  there  would 
pofed  to  ft  ill  greater  infults  in  future*  have  been  an  abundance  of  plotters, 

For  fome  time  paft,  but  particu-  if  there  had  been  any  feafible  plot 
larly  fince  the  late  animofities  which  formed.  But  the  total  defect  of 
had  arifen  among  the  parties,  (lories  evidence  to  prove  the  exiftence  of 
of  plots  and  confpiracies  had  been  any,  at  a  time  when  the.  difcovery 
moft  unaccountably  fpread  through  was  fo  eagerly  fought,  and  fo  much 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  depended  on  the  proof,  ft rongly  in- 
deeply  affected  the  minds  of  the  dicate  that  thefe  reports  and  alarms 
people.  Some  of  thefe  were  charg-  were  mere  political  fabrications, 
ed  directly  upon  the  court,  among  calculated  to  anfwer  certain  pur- 
which  the  intended  efcape  of  the  pofes,  and  to  produce  certain  ob- 
kiftg  and  the  royal  family  from  vioqs  effects.  Indeed  the  ftate  of 
Verfailles  to  Metz,  formed  the  prin-  public  affaire,  the  temper  that  pre- 
cipal  figure.  Others  were  charged  vailed  throughout  the  country,  and 
upon  the  ariftocratic  party,  who  the  "arms  in  the  hands  of  the  pea- 
were  fuppofed  to  intend  the  reiio-  fantry,  all  concurred  in  rendering 
ration  of  the  king  to  his  former  it  impoftible  for  the  ariftocrates  to 
power,  merely  to  render  him  an  in-  form  any  rational  and  well-founded 
liniment  for  the  attainment  of  their  fcheme,  for  the  prefent  recovery, of 
own  ends,  and  for  further  fecuring  their  affairs.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted 
what  they  attained.  How  far  thefe  but  that  they  were  guilty  ^of  great 
plots  were  real  or  pretended,  it  is  indifcretions ;  and  that  in  their 
impoftible  at  prefent  to  decide,  cups*  through  their  habitual  loofe- 
There  certainly  never  was  a  period  nefs  of  fpeech,  and  natural  turn  for 
or  a  country  in  which  fabrications  boafting,  they  faid  many  things 
of  this  fort,  however  falfe,  and  which  they  never  thought  of  when 
however  palpably  tnconfiftent  and  fober.  This  was  in  character,  and 
abfurd,  would  have  been  received  to,  be  expected, 
with  greater  avidity*  or  credited  The  reports,  however,  produced 
with  left  enquiry,  than  France  at  the  fame  effect  in  one  refpect,  as  if 
this  time.  It  is  likewife  to  be  re-  the  plots  had  been  real,  by  exciting 
membered,  that  ideas  of  plots  were  a  great  and  general  ferment  through 
at  this  time  highly  neceflary.  to  the  the  nation.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
prevailing  party ;  and  we  have  feen,  pected  that  the  Parifians,  ever  cre- 
that  they  pofleffed  means,  which  dulous,  and  ever  fufpicious,  fhould 
have  not  often  been  equalled,  of  be  the  laft  that  were  thus  affected, 
making  fuch  impreffions  on  the  pub-  Every  thing  began  to  bear  a  moll 
lie  mind  as  they  deemed  neceflary.  dangerous  appearance  in  that  city, 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  and  all  who  had  witneffed  their  late 

idle  to  fuppafe,  that  the  multitude  violences,  had  every  thing  now  to 

[G  3]  apprehend; 
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apprehend  ;  and  a  fecond  explofion  fhould  have  the  power  to  fufpend  & 

like  that  of  the  Baftile  feemed  al-  law   daring  two  legiflatures ;  but, 

ready  in  view.     The  king's  veto  that  if  the  third  aflembly  perfifted 

was,  however,  the  prefent  oftenfiblc  in  it,  he  fKould  then  be  obliged  to 

caufe  of  tumult.    If  that  was   al-  give  his  fan&ion*    . 
lowed,  the  clergy  and  nobles,  they        It  was  a  curious  circumftance  in 

cried,  will  renew  all  their  power ;  Mirabeau's  conduct,  that  while  he 

— u  We  matt  aft,  and  inftantly  too,  Supported  the  royal  vjtto  with  the 

*ff  elfe,  in  three   days,  France  will  utmoft  vehemence  of  his  charafter^ 
*'  be  enflaved."    In  the  height  of    and  that  one  of  the  beft  fpeeches 

this  ferment,  two  violent  refolutions!  he  ever  made  was  upon  that  .ground* 

which  were  tranfmitted   from   the  his   emiftaries   in    Paris   were   in- 

towns  of  Rennes  and  Dinant,  pro*  ftrudled  to  perfuade  the  people  that 

duced  a  fimilar   effed   to  what  a  he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  might) 

large  quantity  of  oil  poured  upon,  a  .and  to  fupport  the  delufion,  he  took 

fire    already    raging    might   have  care  to  quit  the  aflembly  juft  before 

done.  the  divifion,  that  his  vote  might  nq% 

In  this  ftate  of  things  the  king,  appear  as  a  record  againft  it. 
ever  difpofed  to  accommodate  and         Another  bufinefs  of  not  lefs  im- 

conciliate,  in  the  hope  of  reftoring  portance  underwent  at  the  fame  time 

quiet,  and  if  poflible  of  eftablifh-  acourfeoflongand  great  difcuffioa. 

ing  good   temper,    determined   to  This  was,  *'  whether  the  national 

foften  matters  with  refpeft  to  the  "  aflembly  fhould .  be  compofed  of 

*veto;  a  conceflion  which  came  the  "  one  or  two  chambers?"     The 

better  from  him,  as  the  afTembly  .committee  of  conftitution  had   al-, 

were  involved  in  a  fort  of  a  dilem-  ready  given  their  opinion  upon  this 

ma  from  their  own  paft  declaration,  fubjedl,  by  recommending  a  fenate 

that  his  fan&ion  was  neceflary  to  and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  each 

the  paffing  of  laws,  fo   that  they,  of  which  fhould  poflefs  a  negative 

could  not  with  any  propriety  pro-i  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  other, 

ceed   to   thofe   extremities  on  the  This,  or  fomething  like  it,  bearing 

fubject,  which  the  moft  violent  of  fome    refemblance   to   the    Britifh 

the  republican  party  wifhed.  Neck-  conftitution,  was,  as  we  have  for- 

ar   was  accordingly  difpatched  to  merly   feen,   the  favourite  fcheme 

the  aflembly  with  a  memoire,  pro-  with    Lally,    Clermont,    and    the 

pofing   a  veto  which   fhould  only  other    leaders    of    the     moderate 

have  th£  power  of  fufpending  laws  party,  tyho,   equally   zealous  with} 

during  one  or  two  legiflatures.  This  the  republicans,   for  the  eftablifh- 

was  received  with  evident  fatisfac-  ment  of  a  free  government,  confi- 

tion,  excepting  by  fome  of  the  moft  dered  a  limited  monarchy,  with  a 

violent  of  thofe  who  fupported  (not  conftitution  fo  formed  as  that  the 

the    king,    but)    the   fovereignty,  principal  parts  fhould  operate    as 

who  would  not  admit  any  modifica-  mutual  and  perpetual  checks  upon 

tion  of  the  veto,  and  infilled  that  he  each  other,  as  affording  the  faireft 

had  been  ill  advifed  by  his  minifters  profpe&for  the  attainment  and  per- 

in  propofing  the  conceflion.     They  manence  of  that  object, 
being,  however,  over-ruled,  it  was-        It  may  be  eafily  underftood,  that 

at  length  agreed,   that  the   king  the  party  who  now  LfildyalJ  power. 

'    '     '       "      ..  "  '      '  "    '        avHufivety 
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exclufively  in  their  own  hands,  and  diftincl  from  that  of  the  reprefenta- 
ruled  the  nation  as  they  willed,  tives  of  the  people  at  large  was 
without  any  refponfibility  upon  their  branded  with  the  name  of  anftocra- 
conddct,  were  little  difpofed  to  cy ;  and  fenates  were  rendered  odious 
fubmit  to  the  laying  of  any  checks  by  being  indiicriminately  compared 
or  reftraints  upon  their  proceedings,  to  that  of  Venice.  A  Ichifm  like- 
It  would  have  been  as  if  the  long  wife  afofe,  as  ufual,  among  thofe 
parliament  inEngland,  after  abolifh-  parties,  who  were  bound  by  every 
ing  the  houfe  of  lords,  had  then  principle  of  reafon  and  policy  to 
appointed  another  body  to  be  its  have  acted  with  one  accord ;  moft 
fabftitute  in  controlling  their  own  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  voting 
arts.  It  is  faid,  and  the  fact  is  af-  againft  the  mcafure,  becaufe  they 
firmed  to  be  now  publicly  known,,  thought  it  would  entirely  preclude 
that  the  influence,  public  opinion,  the  renewal  at  any  future  time,  of 
and  patriotic  difinterefted  character'  their  old  favourite  fyftem  of  fitting 
of  the  leaders  of  the  moderate  in  three  orders.  The  very  reafon, 
party,  having  rendered  their  fane-,  if  it  had  been  valid,  why  the  friends, 
tion  and  countenance  highly  necef-  of  the  new  conftitution  fhould  have 
fary  in  many  of  the  late  arrange-  fupported  the  meafure. 
ments,  they  had  been  artfully  amufed  Under  all  thefe  circum dances, 
and  led  along  with  an  idea  that  within  and  without,  the  queftion  of 
their  favourite  fcheme  of  two  cham-  one  or  two  chambers  was  finally  put 
bers  and  of  mutual  checks  was.  fo  g  f  a  to  tne  vote,,  when 
rational  and  necefTary  a  meafure*  >  '  '  '9*  only  eighty- nine 
that  in  fettling  the  conflitution  it  members  voted  for  two  chambers* 
muft  be  generally  agreed  to.  againft  a  majority  of  above  nine  hun- 
It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the  3red.  Although  it  is  evident  that  the; 
minds  of  the  people  had  been  al-  meafure  muff  have  been  rejected 
ready  poifoned  in  an  extreme  degree  without  any  external  violence,  yet 
tfpon  the  fubject  of  the  three  cham-»  it  is  not  incurious  to  fee  the  freedom 
bers,  which  they  were  taught  to  of  fufFrage  which  prevailed  in  this- 
confider  as  'the  great  land-marks  of  new  temple  of  liberty.  Of  this, 
defpotifm,  and  as  utterly  incompa-  exclufive  of  lifts  of  proscription  and 
tible^with  every  fcheme  of  reform,  incendiary  letters,  we  have  two  fpe-» 
and  every  principle  and  hope  of  cific  inftances :  The  firft  is  from, 
liberty.  This  prejudice  was  eaiily  Lally  Tolendal,  who  afTerts,  that 
directed  againft  any  plurality  of  feveral  members  of  the  popular  fide 
chambers ;  againft  two,  as  well  as  faid  to  him  individually,  "  Would 
againft  any  greater  number.  It  was  you  have  me  expofe  my  wife  and 
like  the  cry  of «'  A  mad  dog !"  The  children  to  be  murdered  by  the 
people  accordingly  took  a  moft  de-  mob  }'" — The  fecond  is  {rom  Mou- 
cided  part  in  the  bufinefs ;  efpecially  nier,  who  declares,  that  different 
thofe  in  the  galleries,  and  tiie  Pari-  members  came  to  him  to  beg  cer* 
fians.  They  muft  be  fceptical  in-  tificates  that  they  had  not  given  un- 
deed  who  are  in  any  great  doubt,  popular  votes,  as  they  had  heard 
whether  prefent  means  were  want-  their  country  feats  were  to  be  burnt* 
ing  to  excite  this  fermentation.  The  aifembly  likewife  decreed* 
$yen  in  the  aflcmbly,  every  power  that  the  legiilative  body  fhould  be 

[C  4}  renewed 
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renewed  every  two  years  by  elec- 
tions, and  that  this  biennial  period 
fhould  be  denominated  a  legislature. 
This  meafure  of  limiting  the  term 
of  each  convention  to  two  years, 
was  founded  oil  the  prejudices  de- 
rived from  that  numerous  body  of 
Englifh  writers,  who  conftantly  re- 
present our  feptennial  parliaments 
as  fraught  with  the   greateft  dan- 
gers to  the  ftafe,  and  as  actually 
productive  of  all  our  public  *evils. 
The  effefts  produced  by  the  adoption 
of  this  guarded  meafure  in  France 
will  appear  in  its  time. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  the 
affembly  received  a  letter,  written 
diredtly  in  the  king's  name,  in  which, 
after  approving  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  thejr  determinations,  he,  how- 
ever, declared,  that  there  were  a  few 
1  articles  "to  which  he  could  give  only 
a     conditional   affent;    promiiing, 
however,  to  modify  or  renounce  his 
own  opinions,  if  convinced  by  the 
obfervationa  of  the  national  affembly. 
He  then  remarked  on  the  hardfhip. 
of  abbHming,  without  any  compen- 
fatiori  to  the  landlord,  thofe  rents, 
which  had  once,  indeed,  been  paid 
Us  a  compenfation  for  perfonal  fer- 
vitude,  but  which,  having  been  fet- 
tled between  the  lords  and  their  vaf- 
fals  ages  ago,  had  Jince  frequently 
changed  hands,  had  been  exchang- 
ed, or  bought  and  fold  for  a  valua- 
ble confideration,  without  the  pur- 
chafers  obferving  or  thinking  of  the 
odious  origin  of  their  titles. 

^heking  then  took  notice  in  his 
letter  of  the  danger  of  offending, 
and  the  impropriety  of  offering 
wrong  and  injury  to  feveral  of  the 
German  princes,  who  held  great 
feudal  poffeffions  in  •  Alface,  and 
fome  of  die  neighbouring  territo- 
ries, which  were  guaranteed  to  them 
by  the  moft- folemri1  treaties;  but 


whofe  eftates  and  property  were  all 
indifcriminately  involved  in  the  ge- 
neral effeft  of  the  decree  for  the 
reform  of  the  feudal  fyftem.  He 
concluded  by  obferving  the  va- 
rious difficulties  which  would  at- 
tend the  unconditional  abolition  of 
tythes,  without  making  an  honoura- 
ble provifion  for  the  clergy,  and 
laying  the  burden  of  their  fubfift- 
ence  equally  upon  all  claffes  of  the 
Citizens. 

This  letter  was  ill  received,  and 
occafioned  much  general  difcontent ; 
not  on  account  ofits  matter,  which, 
whether    agreed  to    or  not,  none 
could  pretend  to  be  unreafonable, 
but  on  account  of  the  interference  of 
the  executive  power  in  attempting 
to  influence  the  leeiflative,  by  en- 
tering into    a  difcuffion  of   laws 
which  it  was  only  called  upon  to 
give  a  fan&ion  to;   or,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  as  being  parts  of  the  new 
conftitution,  merely  to  accept.  The 
consequence  may  be  eafily  judged. 
The  king  was  obliged  to  give  his 
fan&ion  fimply,  without  obfervation 
or  comment ;  and  the  principle  was 
eftablifhed  or  avowed,  that  fo  far 
from  fufpending,  he  could  not  even 
offer  his  advice  upon,  much  lefs  cri- 
ticife  thejneafures  of  the  prefent  le- 
giflature.    The  affembly,  however, 
paid  fo  much  attention  to  him  as 
to  fend   word,  that   in  the  future 
difcuffion  or  carrying  into  att  the 
principles    to   which    he  objected, 
they  would  confider,  and  pay  a  pro- 
per regard  to  the  opinions  he  had 
given.  ' 

In  the  mean  time,  things  were 
tending  fa  ft  to  an  unexampled  cri- 
fis,  which  was  to  produce  a  new  and 
extraordinary  face  of  affairs.  The 
violent  republicans,  both  within  and 
without  the  affembly,  had  it  long  in 
contemplation,  and  were  now  deter* 

mined, 
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mined,  that  by  fome  means  or  other, 
the  refidence  both  of  the  court  and 
of  the  national  afTembly  mould  be 
transferred  from  Verfailles  to  Paris. 
This  defign  being  known,  the  court, 
and  particularly  the  crueen,  were 
ftrack  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
being  compelled  to  relide  among  fo 
tumultuous  a  people,  who  from  their 
bloody  acts  of  cruelty  had  already 
been  ftigmatized  in  the  public  prints 
by  the  name  of  the  cannibals  of  Pa- 
ris. At  the  farrie  time,  that  the  no- 
bility migtyt  have  no  doubt  remain- 
ing as  to  their  impending  and  abfo- 
lute  ruin,  they  were  regaled  in  every 
coffee-houfe  with  writings,  in  which 
I  the  ftrongeft  hopes  were  exprefled, 
\  that  in  a  very  fhort  time,  the  term 
' nobility '  would  for  ever  be  banilhed 
from  the  French  language.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  on  both  fides,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  (although  the 
fact,  has  in  no  degree  been  proved) 
that  the  queen  liftened  eagerly  to 
any  propofal  for  removing  the  court 
to  fome  reafonable  diftance,  which 
might  prevent  that,  to  her,  moil 
dreadful  of  all  events,  the  being 
committed  to  the  jealous  and  dan- 
gerous cuftody  of  the  frantic,  un- 
controlled, and  ever  fufpicious  Pa- 
rifians ;  nor  will  it  be  doubted,  on 
the  other  hand,  their  character  con*- " 
fidered,  that  many  rafh  and  impru- 
dent tilings  were  faid  or  propofed 
by  the  difcontented  nobles. 

As  correlative  to  this  ftate  of 
.  things,  the  moft  atrocious  accufa- 
Uons,  which  the  bittereft  rancour 
could  imagine,  were  unfparingly 
laid  by  each  party  againft  the  other. 
The  nobles  and  clergy  were  every 
day  charged  with  new  confpiracies 
againft  the  revolution;  and  each 
garnifhed  with  its  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  alarm  or  of  horror.  It  was 
ferioufly  and  confidently  aiTerted, 


as  if  the  writer  had  himfelf  feen  id 
that  a  fubfeription  was  fecretly 
opened  for  the  murder  of  all  good 
citizens ;  and  that  priefts  and  nobles 
were  the  fubferibers  to  this  Bloody 
inftrument  of  profcription.  It  wa$ 
further  faid,  that  it  was  refolved 
once  more  to  inveft  Paris  and  Ver* 
failles  with  an  army,  to  diflblve, 
fword  in  hand,  the  national  af- 
fembly,  and  to  kindle  in  every  part 
of  the  empire  the  flames  of  civil 
war.  On  the  other  fide  a  charge 
was  openly  laid,  by  men  of  emi-* 
nence,  who  did  not  fhrink  from  fup-* 
porting  it,  that  the  violent  repub^ 
licans  were  refolved,  at  the  hazard 
of  murder  and  civil  war,  to  compel 
the  king  and  the  national  aflembly 
to  refide  within  the  walls  of  Paris, 
and  thus  render  both,  and  through 
them  the  whole  nation,  fubfervient 
to  the  influence,  and  inflruments  to 
the  caprice  of  that  turbulent  ca- 
pital. 

The  rebellious  French  guards, 
who  had  deferted  and  fought  a- 
gainft  their  fovereign,  and  who; 
were  now  in  the  adtual  pay  of  the, 
city  of  Paris,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  center  companies,  were 
feized  (unlefs  it  proceeded  from 
fome  hidden  caufe)  with  a  moft 
unaccountable  fit  of  ambition,  tQ 
have  again  the  honour  of  attending 
and  guarding  the  king's  perfon, 
which  they  claimed  as  an  undouftteq 
right,  and  even  talked  of  marching 
to  Verfailles  to  enforce  the  claim, 
St.  Huruge,  who  was  now  at  li- 
berty, was  the  chief  jnftigator  and 
caballer  in  this  matte^  ft  will  be 
eafily  judged  that,  exclusive  of  the 
apparent  danger  of  entrufting  the 
king's  perfon  in  $ich  hands,  nothing 
could  be  more  perfonally  odious  or 
mortifying  to  him,  than  to  be  com- 
pelled to  endure  the  fight  and  at- 
tendance 
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tendance  of  men,  who  had  already 
ib  fhamefully  trampled  upon  their 
oaths,  and  violated  all  the  bonds  of 
military  fubqrdinatiqn,  duty  as  fol- 
diers,  and  loyalty  as  fubjedts. 

The  only  protection  the  king 
could  rely  on  in  cafe  of  any  fudden 
incurfion  from  Paris,  or  of  any  fud- 
den attack  from  the  rabble  of  Ver- 
failles  (who  were  only  fecond  to 
'  their  brethren  in  the  capital  in  all 
adte  of  violence  and  cruelty)  refted 
in  his  gardes  des  corps,  a  regiment 
formed  upon  the  fame  principles 
with  our  ancient  Englifli  life  guards, 
being  compofed  entirely  of  gentle- 
men; upon  which  account,  they 
were  at  this  time  peculiarly  de- 
teiled  by  the  people.  He  was 
like  wife  attended  by  the  national 
guards  of  jVerfailles,  who  had  placed 
tnemfelves  for  that  purpofe  under 
the  command  of  D'Eftaing;  but 
their  principles  were  known  to  be 
too  deeply  infected  by  thofe  of  the 
community  to  which  they  belonged, 
to  warrant  the  fmallefr.  confidence 
being  placed  in  their  protection. 
It  appears  that  letters  from  La 
Fayette  to  D'Eftaing,  indicative  of 
ibme  approaching  or  apprehended 
danger,  had  been  communicated  'by 
the  latter  to  the  municipal  commit- 
tee of  Verfailles,  who  were  accprd- 
ingly  perfuaded  to  demand  an  ad- 
ditional regiment,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  town  from  any  fudden  vi- 
olence. The  .compliance  with  this 
requcftV  which  was  not  obtained 
without  difficulty,  and  the  confe- 
cuent  fejtUugAfor  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  to  perform  that  duty,  were 
the  commonyand,  in  all  other  cafes, 
indifferent  and  innocent  circum- 
stances, -which*, under  the  fatality  of 
the  prefent  times,  opened  the  way 
to  all  the  horrid  m#chiefs  which  fo 
fpecdily  enfued. 


Sent    1  c      *n  ^e  mean  &me>  ^ 
*        **  affembly  had  confirmed 

the    hereditary    fucceffion    of  the 
crown  in  its  ancient  form,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  Salic  law ;  and  feem- 
ed  difpofed  to  recur  to  ancient  loy- 
alty, by  declaring  the  king's  perfon. 
facred  and  inviolable.     The  duke 
of  Orleans  and  his  party  brought 
on  a  violent  debate  upon  the  fubject 
of  the  fucceffion,  in  which   Mira- 
beau  took  an  eager  part,  and  which 
was  productive  of  words  and  cirr 
cumitances  that  ferved  to  open  the 
eyes  of  many,  who  had  not  before 
difcerned  the  operative  motives  of 
many  parts  of  their  conduct,  and. 
the   grand  object  of  their  views. 
They  eagerly  contended,  that  the 
affembly  fhould  confirm  the  renun- 
ciations made  by  Philip  the  Vth  of 
Spain,  of  his  right  of  fucceffion  to 
the   French  crown,  by    declaring 
them  to  be  valid  and  legal;  and  of 
courfe    that  the    Orleans    branch 
would  be  the   next  in  fucceffion,    % 
after  the   failure    of   the    prefent 
royal  line.      The   affembly,   how- 
ever, deemed  it  too  imprudent. and 
dangerous  a  meafure,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs,  for  them  to  enter  at 
all  upon  the  fubject  of  the  Spanifh 
renunciations ;  and  that  it  would  be 
equally  idle  and  ridiculous  to  agi-  • 
tate    qceftions   now   upon    events 
which  might    never    take    place* 
Mirabeau,  who  was  the  moft  un- 
guarded of  mankind  in  his  expref- 
fions,  feemed  to  count  as  nothing* 
all   the  lives  now  exifting,   whicfr. 
mufl,  fome  how  or  other,  be  dif- 
pofed of,  before  any  difpute  could 
arife  upon  the  ground  of  fucceffion^ 
he  faid  openly,  that  fuch  a  fubject 
of  difcuffion  mightarife  much  fooner 
than  was  expected;  that  the  corpu- 
lence of  the  king  and  of  Monfieu* 
afforded  tittle,  caufe  fpr  expecting 

thei* 
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their  lives  to  be  lading ;  that  the  and  the  court  drove  which  mould 
dauphin  was  only  a  weakly  infant;  fhower  mod  ca redes  upon  it;  the 
and  as  to  the  count  d'Artois,  and  former  on  the  foldiers,  the  latter  on 
his  two  fons,  he  affefted  fcarcely  to  the  officers.  It  is  evident  that  this 
confider  them  as  exiding  with  re-  regiment,  for  the  fhort  period  that 
fpedi  to  thatquedion,  reprefenting  the  funfhine  laded,  needed  not  to 
them  not  only  as  fugitives,  but  have  envied  any  other  in  Chriden- 
nearly  as  outlaws.  dom  for  the  goodnefs  of  its  quarters; 

The  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  .  the  foldiers,  from  the  fird  day,  being 
Flanders  caufed  as  great  a  ferment  in  fuch  a  date  offratcrnity  with  the 
at  Paris  and  Verfailles,  as  that  of  inhabitants,  that  they  feemed  incor- 
a  powerful  foreign  invading  army  porated  in  one  body ;  and  fuch 
could  have  done.  The  ufual  bag-  a  continual  fcene  or  feading  and 
gage,  dores,  and  flx-pounders  of  a  good  chear  prevailing,  as  left  little 
regiment,  were  immediately  fwelled  time  or  difpofition  for  recalling  to 
into  magazines  of  warlike  dores  remembrance  the  feverity  of  miii- 
and  trains  of  artillery.      All*  the    tary  duties. 

orators  of  the  palais  royal  were  fet  Before  we  enter  into  the  particu- 
to  work,  and  teemed  infpired  with  lars  of  the  fucceeding  convuliions, 
new  vigour  in  their  fuQcefsful  efforts  perhaps  it  may  not  be  difpleaftng  to 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people ;  many  of  our  readers,  to  take  a  view 
adoring  them,  as  a  matter  of  faft  of  of  that  picture  of  the  date  of  public^ 
which  they  had  direft  knowledge,  affairs  at  this  time  which  was  drawn 
(hat  the  king  intended  to  make  his  by  Rabaut ;  which  he  allures  us  was 
efcape  under  the  efcort  of  this  re-  faithfully  done ;  and  which  in- 
gixnent ;  and  dating  in  dreadful  co-  eludes  the  pre-dirpofing  caufes 
lours  the  confluences  which  mud  which  operated  upon  the  Paridans 
pecefiarily  take  place  from  the  ac-  in  their  conduct.  He  fays,  that 
complifhment  of  this  defign.  n  Paris  was  a  prey  to  all  the  rnife- 

In  the  mean  time,  numerous. -de-  ries  of  famine,  even  in  the  midd  of 
tachments  of  thofe  zealous  and  in-  abundance ;  bread  was  dear,  and  of 
defatigable  fupporters  of  Parifian  a  bad  quality;  the  inhabitants  were 
liberty,  thewpmen  of  pleafure,  were  knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  bakers* 
difpatched  to  Verfaiiles,  in  order  to  in  order  to  obtain  relief ;  it  feemed 
make  converts  and  edablifh  their  that  meafures~  had  been  taken  to 
influence  among  the  new-comers;  exafperate  the  people  againd  the 
one  of  their  principal  obje&s  being  new  popular  powers ;  and  pcrfons, 
to  embroil  the  private  foldiers  and  evidently,  paid  for  occafioning  dii- 
their  officers*  by  continually  leading  turbances,  beiieged  the  fhops  of  the 
the  former  into  thofe  petty  neglects  bakers,  carried  away  the  bread* 
of  duty,  which,  though  apparently  threw  it  into  the  river,  and  returned 
trivial  in  themfelves,  are  fo  totally  for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  this. 
fubverdve  of  all  military  difcipline  practice.  The  provinces  were  af- 
and  order,  that  no  relaxation  of  frighted  by  a  circulated  whifper,  of 
them  can  be  admitted  in  any  aimy.  the  approaching  flight  of  the  king, 
We  are  informed  by  Rabaut,  that  and  of  a  counter-revolution;  and  the 
on  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  party  which  defircd  it,  already, 
lenders,  the  citizens  of  Verfailles..   vaunted  of  it  loudly,  and  with  that 

overweenir*g\ 


44]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 


overweening  confidence,  which  it 
hath  fliewji  upon  every  new  confpi- 
facy.  At  length,  the  alarmed  ca* 
pital  faw  no  other  means  of  termi- 
nating its  fears,  both  for  France  and 
for  the  deputies,  than  by  pofleffing 
the  national  affembly  and  the  king 
within  her  walls,  where  a  hundred 
thoufand  arms  were  ready-to  defend 
them,  where  fix  hundred  thoufand 
perfons  were  continually  on  the 
watch  againft  confpiraCies." 

A  qneftion,  which  fhould  nevef 
be  out  of  mind  in  reading  this  ac*. 
tount  is,  In  whofe  hands  was  the 
government  of  fcaris  at  that  time 
placed  ?  and,  as  derived  from  the 
fame*  Who  were  the  perfons  em- 
ployed to  provid«  the  capital  with 
tsorn  5  and  if  they  did  not  fulfil 
their  duty*  why  were  they  not 
removed?  It  might  have  been 
fuppofed*  that  the  rabble  of  Paris 
in  that  feafon  of  famine,  would  have 
been  much  more  profitably  employed 
ftlong  the  Seine,  in  angling  for  the 
loaves  mewry  thrown  into  the  river, 
thah  irt  failing  ufelefs  riots  in  the 
flreetSj  and  about  the  bakers  ihops* 
It  Will  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  fur- 
prize  td  fome,  that  of  the  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  pairs  of  jealous  and 
fttfpkious  eyes  which  were  ever 
Watching  conspiracies  in  Paris,  they 
ftiould  all  look  fo  directly  one  way, 
as  never  to  take  a  view  of  the  banks 
of  the  river,  nor  of  the  paffages  lead- 
ing thereto;  and  that  neither  chance 
Or  fortune  mould  fo  far  befriend 
them,  as  to  enable  them  in  a  fingie 
.  ittftance  to  detett  any  of  that  atro- 
cious gang  of  confpiratoVs,  who  thus 
wantonly  robbed  them  of  the  means 
Of  fubfiftance  and  life.  We  cannot 
help  obferving,  that  the  abundant 
plenty  of  which  Rabaut  fpeaks,  ac- 
tOrds  but  badly  with  the  immenfe 
ffcirts  of  money  whkh  were  loon 


after  difpofed  of  to  foreign  nations, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  tranfport 
corn  or  grain  of  any  kind  into 
France  $  a  meafure  which  was  not, 
however,  fufficient  to  preferve  that 
country  from  all  the  bitternefs  of 
famine. 

But  whether  the  picture  be  cor- 
rect or*  not,  it  was  at  the  period 
which  it  intends  to  defcribe,  that 
qA  l  the  officers  of  the  king's 

life  guards  at  \v  rUillas 
gave  an  entertainment  to  th.*fc  of 
the  regiment  of  Flanders ;  it  being, 
according  to  the  writers  on  one  kae  ' 
of  the  queftion,  the  ufual  etiquette 
in  the  fervice,  for  the  orhcers  in 
garrifpn  to  entertain  the  new -comers 
upon  their  being  joined  by  (han- 
gers ;  but  Rabaut  aflerts*  that  this  was 
the  firft  banquet  which  ,th -t  king'* 
guards,  as  a  corps,  had  ever  yet 
given.  He  farther  afferts,  that  the 
great  object  of  this  feaft  was,  to  at- 
tach the  military  to  the  king ;  and 
that,  in  purfuance  of  endeavours 
which  had  been  ufed  for  fome  days 
to  gain  over  the  national  guards  of, 
Verfailles,  feveral  of  their  officers 
were  invited  upon  this  feftive  oc- 
cafion.  Rabaut  feems  to  confider 
it  in  every  refped  as  the  effect  of 
a  fettled  plan,  contrived  by  the 
court.  However  that  was,  the  pro-  ^ 
ceedings  of  this  extraordinary  day 
and  night  were  too  ridiculoufly 
contemptible,  to  merit  any  enquiry, 
whether  they  were  the  effect  of  de- 
liberative folly,  or  of  cafual  intem- 
perance and  madnefs. 

The  king  and  queen  were  moft 
injudicioufly  advifed  to  vifit  thefe 
bacchanals  after  dinner,  and  to  bring 
the  infant  dauphin  with  them.  The 
extravagance  of  the  joy  that  pre- 
vailed upon  their  appearance  was 
beyond  all  defcription,  and  the 
whole  company  feemed  to  be  men 

mad 
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mad  with  loyalty.  A '  loyal  air, 
which,  with  a  fong  appropriated  to 
it,"0  Richard,  O  mon  Rot  /"  &c. 
iad  till  very  lately  been  highly  po- 
pular, being  now  played  by  the 
mafic,  excited  the  general  fever  to 
the  hi g heft  pitch.  Rabauc  fays  that 
the  dauphin  was  carried  by  his 
royal  mother  completely  round  the 
table ;  that  enthufiafm  then  taking 
poffeffion  of  the  guefts,  they,  fword 
in  hand,  drank  the  auguft  healths 
of  ail  the  family,  while  the  court* 
bowing  and  curtfeying,  retired. 

The  banquet  was  continued 
through  the  greater  part  of  the 
night,  and  ended  in  the  mod  com- 
plete drunkennefs.  It  will  be  no 
great  matter  of  furprize,  that  the 
moft  imprudent  and  the  lafheft 
things  were  faid  or  done.  It  is  faid 
on  one  fide,  that  after  repeated  li- 
bations *to  the  royal  family,  one  of 
the  prefent  falhionable  toafts,  either 
the  nation,  the  new  coniHtytion,  or 
the  aflembly,  being  propofed  by  one 
of  the  Vemillian  oncers,  it  was  re* 
jefted  with  the  greateft  marks  of 
contempt.  It  appears  that  the  an- 
cient white  cockade  had  never  been 
quitted  by  the  royal  life  guards, 
who  had  conftantly  re  ft*  fed  adopting 
the  new  ftriped  one  of  the  Parisians  | 
and  that  the  officers  of  Flanders,  in 
one  of  the  freaks  of  their  feftivity. 
having  adopted  a  fimilar  determi- 
nation, dripped  the  national  cock- 
ades out  of  their  hats,  and,  it  ia 
faid,  were  fupplied  by  the  court  la- 
dies with  white  ones,  as  fad  aa  they 
.could  make,  or  procure  them  to  bo 
made.  It  was  hkewife  added,  and 
had  a  prodigious  effeSt  in  inflaming 
the  populace,  that,  the  national 
.  pockades  had  been  torn,  trampled 
upon,  and  treated  with  every  mark 
of  contempt  which  folly  or  outrage 
could  jnfpire.    Thiv  however,  ap  • 


pears  to  have  been  one  of  thafe  nu« 
merous  calumnies  which  were  now 
fo  fuccefsfully  propagated,  on  evcxy 
occafion  in  which  the  court  was  any 
way  concerned ;  the  charge  being 
absolutely  refuted  by  the  folemn 
tefUmony  on  oath  of  all  or  moft  of 
the  oificera  who  were  that  night 
prefent. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  rage 
which  the  account  of  this  ill-fated 
banquet,   loaded  with    all  the  ad* 
ditional  circumftances  which  malice 
and   invention  could  fupply,   pro- 
duced upon  the  populace  of  Paris, 
The  famine  which,  prefled  fp  forely 
upon  fo  vaft  a  multitude,  would  ia 
itfelf,  independent   of  all  political 
caufes,  have  been  fufficient  tp  di£ 
pofe   a  much  more   temperate  and 
better-conditioned   people    to  out* 
rage  and  violence.     They  imroedU 
ately  charged  the  queen  with  being 
at  the  head  cf  a  confpirac'y  for  carry-, 
ing  off  the  king  and  exciting  a  civil 
war ;  and  they  reprefented  this  af* 
fair  at  Verfailles  as  the  opening  of 
the  plot ;  this  they  faid  was  too  ma»    . 
nifeft  to  admit  of  a  queftion;  and 
the  contempt  Ihewn  fpr  the  national 
cockade,  with  the  re fufal  to  drin& 
profperity  to  the  nation,  were  to  b§ 
Confide  red  as  a  declaration  of  war  |     •; 
that  it  was  time  to  terminate  at 
pnee  all  thefe  inquietudes ;  and  that; 
as  fome  were  defirous  of  carrying 
off  the   king  to  place  hinv  at  the. 
head  of  a  party,   they  had  no  othef. 
Courfe  to  take,  than  to  be  before* 
hand   with  them,  by   fecuring   hi** 
perfpn  in  the  oapital,-*-VWe  paw  pvej, 
the  feu rr Hi t|es  and  motives  to  ioW 
mediate  violence  which  were  thrown 
out  by  the  caballers  and  demagogues, 
At  the  fame  time,  the  Halving  mul-r. 
tjtude,  having  been  taught  to  $eliev$ 
that  the  famine  proceeded;  from  the, 
court,  and  ha4  been  particularly  e*. 
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cited  by  the  fchemes  for  carrying 
off  the  king,  were  loud  in  their  out- 
cries for  proceeding  to  Verfailles,  in 
order  to  demand  Bread  from  him, 
and  for  bringing  him  to  Paris,  and 
keeping  him  there,  as  the  only 
means  for  re- producing  plenty  to 
that  cjty.  It  needs  fcarcely  to  be 
obferved,  that  accounts  of  the  recent 
exceffes  at  a  banquet,  cannot  tend 
much  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of 
hungry  men. 

Nothing  feemed   more   unlucky 
than  that  the  king  fhould  at  this  cri- 
tical period  have  involved  himfelf  in 
a  difpute  with  thte  national  afiem- 
bly.    It  appears  that  fome  of  the 
firit  articles  of  the  constitution,  par- 
ticularly that  which  enacted  the  in* 
divi  Ability  of  the  aiTembly,  the  fuf- 
|>eniion  on  the  royal  veto,  with   the 
declaration  of  rights   of  men,  had 
not  yet  received  the  king's  fanction; 
and  he  feemed  now,  in  the  moil  dan- 
gerous feafon  which  could  poflibly 
have  been  chofen,  to  affume  an  air  of 
confidence,  and  fome  difpofition  to 
preferve  his  rights,  which,  though 
now  totally  out  of  time,  might  have 
long  fince  been  exerted  to  great  ad- 
vantage.     Being   now  preffed   for 
the  fanftion,  the  king  entered  into 
a  fort  of  an  argumentative  written 
difcuflion  with  the  aflembly,  in  which 
the  following  words  were  particu- 
larly Tnarked    as    affording    great 
catne  of  offence :     "  I   grant,  ac- 
cf  cording  to  your  defire,  my  ac- 
"  ceffion  to  the fe  articles ;    but  on 
"  the  pofitive  condition,    which  I 
•*  "will  never  depart  from,  that  by 
«*  the*  general  reiult  of  your  deli- 
**  Derations,   the    executive  power 
€t  fhall  have  its  entire  effect  in  the 
**  hands  of  the  monarch." 

'This  capitulary  meflage  or  an- 
fwer  was  delivered  on  the  morning 
of  the  5  th  of  October,  and  immedi- 


ately produced  the  moll  violent  de- 
bates :   in  the  courfe  of  thefe,  Pe- 
tion   having  inveighed  againft  the 
late    imprudent*  feafl    of  the    life 
guards,  and  afferting  that  it  had 
been  attended  both  with    criminal 
words  and  actions,  a  member  on  the 
other  fide  afked,  whether  he  would 
venture  to  denounce  (that  is  to  im- 
peach)   any  particular  perfon,  and 
feemed  to  dare  him  to  it  ?  With  that 
Mirabeau  ftarted  up,  and  with  the 
utmoft  fury  in  his  looks  and  man* 
ner,  cried  out,    "  Declare  that   the 
"  king's  perfon  alone  \sfacred,  and 
"  I  will  bring  forward  the  impeach- 
"  ment    myielf.,,       When    he   fat 
down,  he  informed  the  people  near 
him,  that  the  queen  and  the  duke 
de    Guiche,    colonel    of    the    life 
guards,  were  die  objects  he  had  in 
view.      Mounier    happened  to    be 
prefident,  and  values  liimfelf  highly 
for   thofe  laft   but  powerful  excre- 
tions  of  his  official   authority,   by 
which  he  prevented  the  agitation  of 
a   queftion,  which    moft   probably 
would  have  led  to   the  maflacre   of 
the  unfortunate   queen.      The  de- 
bate on  the  king's   anfwer  was  re- 
fumed,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that 
the  aflembly  ought  not  to  be  con- 
tented with  any  thing  lefs  than  his 
entire  acceptation;    that  this  pre- 
tended alfent,  including  its  caufes, 
amounted  to  a  real  proteft ;  and  that 
the  rights  of  nations  had  exifted  long 
before  kings  were  ever  thought  of. 
The  prefident  was  deputed  to  Hate 
this  matter  to  the  king ;  but  a  new 
fet  of  legiflators    from  Paris  were 
deftined  to  intervene,  and  to  throtfr 
all  things  into  confuficn.  The  king, 
however,  in  the  courfe  of  all  the 
tumults  and  dangers  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  day  and  night,  was  obliged  to 
find  leifure  for  retracing,  as  ufual, 
his  own  pofitiotts ;'  and  for  giving  a 
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through  the  dreadful  circuit) fiance 
of  not  having  bread  to  give  to  their 
fairtifhed  children. 

Arms  were,  however,  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  as  affording  more  effectual 
means  for  the  obtaining  of  bread 
than  mere  fupplicatioiu  They  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  or  Tqwn  Houfe,  which 
they  broke  open  and  plundered; 
and  gave  an  early  fpecimen  of  their 
courage  in  paffing  thither,  by  mak- 
ing their  way  boldly  through  fevera! 
battalions  of  Parifian  guards  who 
were  drawn  up  armed  in  the  open 
fpace  before  that  building.  Having 
met  on  the  flairs  of  the  Towa* 
Houfe  an  unfortunate  ecclefiaftic, 
they,  as  an  eflay  in  the  bufinefs  of 
death,  immediately  hung  hjm  up  by 
the  neck.  Some  of  tneir.malc  fol- 
lowers, whether  it  was  through  mer- 
cy, or  by  way  of  varying  the  paitime, 
cut  the  »prieft  down  before  he  wa$ 
quite  dead ;  and  then  fo  effectually 
kicked  and  toffed  his  carcafe  about, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  he  fully  reco- 
vered his  fen  Ability,  and  was  moft 
unexpectedly  permitted  to  get  home 
as  he  could.  After  plundering  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  feizing  a  magazine 
of  arms,  gathering  the  artillery  to- 
gether, and  forcing  open  the  prifons, 
with  tumult  undefendable,  this,,  her- 
maphrodite army  fet  out  about 
noon,  for  Verfailles,  the  cannon  be- 
ing dragged  behind  as  a  rear-gua»d. 
The  vociferous  cries  for  bread  were 
now  changed  into  loud  threats  an$ 
horrid  imprecations  againft  the 
queen,  the  life  guards,  and  the 
clergy,  all  of 'whom  they  dsvote4 
as  victims  to  their  vengeance.  One 
Maillard,  in  the  proper  garb; and 
character  of  a  man,  appeased  now  as  . 
their  leader:  on  whom  Rabaut  be- 
flows  high  praiie  for  the  difcipline, 
order,  and  government   which  he 

ciiablifhed 


full  acceptance,  pure  and  unmixed, 
without  comment  or  referve,  to  all 
the  decrees  of  the  affembly. 

The  ferment  in  Paris  had  rifen  to 
its  higheft  pitch  on  that  very  day, 
and  the  flame  which  had  for  fome 
days  been  rather  fmothering  than 
lighting,  burft  out  in  its  utmoft  vio- 
lence. There  are  the  firongefr,  rea- 
fons  for  fuppoiing,  that  the  Orleans 
cabal,  though  affifted  and  fupported 
by  the  republicans  on  very  different 
grounds,  were  the  immediate,  and 
principal  authors  of  the  prefent 
diilurbances  ;  none  other  could,  in 
any  degree,  equally  influence  and 
command  the  rabble  of  that  city,  as 
the  faction  in  queilion.  An  univerfal 
cry  was  raifed  in  the  morning  to  go 
to  Verfailles,  to  demand  bread  of 
the  king  and  the  affembly,  and  to 
take  vengeance  on  the  gardes  du 
turpi*  It  was  deemed  fitting  that 
the  women  mould  take  the  lead  in 
this  infurrection,  and  fitter  inftru- 
ments  could  not  have  been  chofen. 
Betides  the  Dames  du  Halle,  and  all 
the  other  claiTes  of  female  auxilia- 
ries to  Parifian  liberty  which  we 
have  heretofore  defcribed,  and  of 
which  the  lanes,  allies,  cellars  and 
garrets,  poured  oet  fo  vaft  an 
abundance,  they  are  faid  to  have 
preiTed  every  woman  they  met  with 
^  into  the  fervice.  It  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  fome  fort  of  concurrent 
teftimony  that  this  fcheme  was  pre- 
concerted, and  that  the  cabal  had 
more  prudence  than  to  truft  the  bu- 
finefs  entirely  to  the  conduct  of 
thefe  heroines,  that  a  great  number 
of  men,  difguifed  in  woman's  clothes, 
were  intermixed  in  the  ranks  of  this 
fuppofed  female  arm)L  Bread,  was 
at  firfr.  the  watch  word  and  the  uni- 
verfal cry  of  this  ftrange  affemblage, 
which  Rabaut  defcribes  as  corripofed 
of  mothers    frantic  with  despair. 
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eftablifhed  among  them;  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  feems  to  think, 
iio  limits  could  otherwife  have  been 
fcffigneti  to  the  effedts  of  their  capri- 
cious uproar. 

A  fecond  army  of  Amazons  was 
preparing  to  follow  the  firft,  who 
Were  with  much  difficulty  difperfed 
by  La  Fayette,  the  national  guards 
telling  their  general  that  they  could 
hot  nre  upon,  or  ufe  any  force 
again  ft  their  fellow-citizens  who 
Were  afking  for  bread.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  rage  for  going  to 
Verfailles,  which  had  for  fome  days 
been  induftrioufly  fomented  among 
the  people,  was  now  become  gene- 
ral, and  fo  ftrongly  infected  the  na- 
tional troops,  that  they  rather  com- 
manded than  defired  their  officers 
to  If  ad  them  thither.  Upon  this  oc- 
casion fome  of  the  grenadiers  told 
La  Fayette  without  referve,  that  un- 
derftanding  the  king  was  an  idiot, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  matters  would 
£0  on  much  better  by  the  appointment 
pf  a  council  of  regifity.  As  this  was 
not  only  the  peculiar  language  and 
doctrine  of  Mir  abeau,  and  of  thofe 
tither  leaders  of  the  cabal  who  were 
initiated  in  its  moft  fecfet  myfteries, 
Wt  as  it  was  publicly  known  that 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  council  of  re- 
jericy>was  the  moft  immediate  ob- 
jcI  of  their,  ambition,  none  could 
leit  a  lofs  id  determine  from  what 
fifwee  the  grenadiers  had  derived 

VThis  idea.  •       • 

"'  . .  .  Li  Fayette,  who  feexhed  aftonifh- 
W  at  even  the  idea  of  offering  any 
violence  t6  the*  king's  perfon,  or 
laying  any  reftraint  upon  his  in- 
clination with  refpedfc  to  refidence, 
endeavoured  to  allay  this  fermenta- 
tion, and  temporized  with  the  troops 
as  long  as*  poflibk ;  but  they  be- 
coming every  inftant  more  outrage* 
fhrij  and  at  length  dire&ing  their 


menaces  againft  himfelf,  he  and  hM 
principal  officers,  under  an  imme- 
diate apprehenfion  for  their  lives* 
were  compelled  to  fubrait  to  the  de*. 
mands  of  the  foldiery :  but  in  order 
to  legalize  his  proceedings  as  much 
as  he  could,  he  firft  required  and 
obtained  an  order  from  the  mayor 
and  council  of  Paris,  to  lay  before  \ 
the  king  the  unealinefs  of  his  peo- 
ple. This  done*  he  began  his  march  .  ■ 
from  Paris,  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
tional army,  accompanied  by  its 
artillery,  and  with  every  dilplay  of 
military  pomp  and  parade,  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Ra- 
baut  obferves,  "  No  pencil  can  de- 
•*  pidl  the  frantic  joy  of  Paris,  on 
"  beholding  her  militia  march, 
"  with  the  intention  of  ieeking 
'<  and  bringing  away  the  king.  The 
«  capital  is  aflured  that  her  diftrefs 
<f/fhall  at  length  be  terminated." 

Notwithstanding  the  boafted  dis- 
cipline and  order  which  Maillard 
was  faid  to  have  fo  fuddenly,  and  it 
might  almoft  be  faid  miraculoufly, 
eftablifhed  in  his  Amazon  army,  it 
appears  their  march  to  Verfailles 
was  marked  by  fuch  circumftanceS 
of  outrage,  fuch  brutality,  and  grofs 
obfeenity  of  language,  and  fuch 
horrid  and  profane  curfes,  oaths  . 
and  imprecations,  as  were  without 
example  in  any  country  under  the 
name  or  character  of  civilization* 
It  was  currently  reported  at  the 
time,  and  we  never  heard  it  contra- 
dicted, that  having  hung  up  to 
death  two  unfortunate  paffengers 
whom  they  met  on  the  way,  they 
had  the  audacity  to  boaft  to  the  na- 
tional aflembly  of  thefe  wanton  and  ' 
horrid  murder*,  which,  it  feems,  no 
member  would  venture  to  reprove 
them  for;  Maillard  prevailed  on  th£ , . 
Women,  which  certainly  could  have 
been  no  eafy  taflc,  to  permit  him  to  btf 

thetf- 
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their  fpokefman  to  the  affembly; 
but  they  frequently,  notwithstand- 
ing, interrupted  him  by  their  oaths 
and  menaces.  The  orator  inveighed 
again  ft  the  ariilocrates  as  the  au- 
thors of  the  famine,  and  for  inflat- 
ing the  national  cockade ;  and  he 
complained  of  the  I  ife  guards,  for 
wearing  white  cockades.  The  af- 
fembly  fenta  deputation  of  the  moll 
decent  of  the  women,  with  their 
orator  Maillard,  accompanied  by 
their  own  prefident,  M.  Mounier, 
to  wait  upon  the  king  :  the  fubject 
of  the  deputation  being  confined  to 
the  fcareity  of  provifions  only.  The 
king,  who  was  juft  returned  from 
the  chace,  received  them  kindly, 
and  iffued  the  ftrongefl  orders  in 
his  power  to  give,  for  the  imme- 
diate fupply  of  Paris  with  pro- 
visions. 

In  the  mean  time  no  words  could 
defcribe,  if  the  recital  of  fuch  a  de- 
fcription  could  even  be  endured,  the 
extravagance  of  the  fcenes  which 
the  women  exhibited  at  the  national 
aflembly.  They  not  only  filled 
the  galleries,  and  all  the  open  parts 
of  the  hall,  but  in  proportion  as  they 
became  intoxicated,  which  they 
were  not  at  all  flow  in  doing,  they 
mixed  with  the  members,  crouded 
into  their  feats,  overwhelmed  them 
with  their  vociferation  and  noife, 
and  at  length,  upon  the  abfence  of 
the  prefident  with  the  king,  in  pro- 
curing the  royal  fan&ion  to  the  de- 
crees, they  mounted  into  and  took 
pofleffion  of  his  chair.  Such  was 
the  fcene  of  confufion,  and  fuch  was 
the  fociety,  in  which  the  moft  awful 
and  momentous  bufinefs  that  per- 
haps was  ever  tratHa&ed  by  any 
body  of  men,  the  eftablifhment  of 
jl  new  confHtution  in  a  vaft  country, 
which  went  to  the  total  overthrow 
•f  the  oldi  and  of  all  its  appendant 
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rights,  laws,  and  inftitutions,  which 
had  been  confirmed  by  the  fancVion 
of  untold  ages,  was  completed  and 
promulgated.  It  is  reported,  that 
Mounier,  as  an  aft  of  duty  to  his 
fovereign,  and  independent  of  his 
official  iituation,  advifed  the  king 
to  fubmit  fo  far  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  time,  as  to  give  his  pure  and 
fimple  acceptation  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  articles,  although  he  acknow- 
ledged that  they  were  in  feveral 
parts  extremely  faulty,  with  refpect 
both  to  policy  and  to  juilice ;  but 
that  he  at  the  fame  time  advifed  the 
king  to  refifV  conrageoufly,  and  to 
the  utmoft,  the  infolent  and  violent 
attempts  of  the  Parifians;  and  to  cal^ 
on  the  national  affembly,  that  at  the 
time  he  was  facrincing  every  thiri^ 
to  their  defire,  they  would  exert 
themfelves  in  aflerting  their  dwri 
freedom  and  that  of  their  fovereign. 
It  is  likevvife  faid,  that  the  king  was 
difpofed  to  adopt  this  counfel,  but 
that  the  danger  to  whifch  the  queen 
was  expofed  clogged  his  mea Aires 
and  defigns ;  to  remedy  this  evil  he 
fent  for  the  royal  carriages,  in  order 
that  me  might  be  removed  to  fome 
place  of  greater  fafety  than  the  pre- 
fent,  but  the  carriages  were  flopped 
and  feized  by  the  rabble.  The 
queen,  however,  as  foon  as  fhe  hear<i 
of  the  defign,  put  an  end  to  all  far- 
ther thought  of  it,  by  nobly  refute 
ing  to  abandon  her  hufband  in  ^Hie 
hour  of  danger  ;  declaring^  with  a 
magnanimity  worthy  the  daughter 
of  Maria  Therefa,  that,  "  fhe  would 
u  flay  and  die  at  the  king's  feet." 

The  events  of  this  day,  nighfc, 
and  the  enfuing  morning,  could 
fcarcely  be  more  irregular  and  Con* 
fiifed,  than  the  narratives  of  theni 
which  have  been  laid  before  the 
public.  Scarcely  any  two  of  them; 
agree,  in  time,    fad,  or    circurn^ 
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fiance,  as  to  any  thing ;  fo  that  it 
is  hardly  poflible  in  fome  inftances 
to  trace,  what  was  the  preceding 
or  the  fubfequent  act ;  and  we  mult 
trufl  more  to  opinion  than  know- 
ledge for  placing  them  in  their  pro- 
per and  natural  order. 

We  are  informed  by  Rabaut,  that 
after  Maillard,  with  his  female 
army,  had  fet  cut  from  Paris, 
«  there  iflued  forth  alfo  a  multitude 
"  of  men,  armed  with  pikes,  battle- 
*'  axes,  and  fharpened  flakes,  men 
"  whofe  hatred  was  principally  di- 
if  reeled  againfl  the  queen,  and 
*t'  again  ft  the  warriors  of  the  life 
"  guards."  That,  "  with  this 
*c  iecond  army  of  invaders,  came 
€*  feveral  perfons,  whofe  appearance 
*'  betokened  that  they  were  foreign- 
€€  ers,  and  who  feemed  to  have  been 
*'  fummoned  for  the  occafion ;  for 
*<  the  men  of  Paris  have  a  cad  of 
countenance  peculiar  to  them- 
felves,  and  thofe  who  are  ac- 
auainted  with  it  are  well,,  able  to 
aiilinguifh  fuchnf&mjjers  as  mix 
*<  among  them.  Theie  ferocious 
V  battalions  had  taken  the  lead  of 
€t  the  national  guards,  with  whom 
•'  we  mud  be  careful  to  avoid  con- 
€t  founding  them.  They  proved 
•'  the  cauTe  of  all  the  difturbance 
"  which  enfued  on  the  following 
u  day."  This  ilrange  ftory  of 
imaginary  foreigners,  ieems  calcu- 
lated merely  to  remove  from  his 
favourite  Parifians  fome  part  of  the 
odium  attached  to  the  eniuing  atro- 
cities, and  to  perfuade  his  readers 
that  an  infulion  of  foreign  ferocity 
into  the  milky  difpofition  of  thofe 
peaceful  citizens,  was  abfolutely  rie- 
ceflary  to  their  production. 

While  the  extraordinary  appear- 
ance and  conduct  of  thefe  unnum- 
bered hods  of  male  and  female  ruf- 
Jjans  (truck  terror  into  all  beholders, 
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and  each  of  their  movements  feemed 
calculated  to  overwhelm  every  ob- 
ject that  came  in  their  way/die firft 
meafure  adopted  by  the  king  was 
an  order  to  the  troops  not  to  Are  by 
any  means  upon  the  people.     The 
next  was  naturally  an  enquiry  into 
the  means  of  protection  and  fafety 
which  he  pofTefled ;  and  thefe  tvere 
found   miferably  defective  indeed. 
The  dragoons   of  Flanders  had  al- 
ready been  as  thoroughly  debauched 
at  Verfailles,  and  as  totally  fed  need 
from  their    duty,    as    the    French 
guards  had   before  been  at    Paris^^ 
The  national  guards  of  Ver/aiHes* 
who  amounted  to  about  fqw'  ihoo- 
fand,  and  who  might  have  been  ex- 
pected to  be  the  natural  and  zealous 
projectors  of  their  fovereign,  who  had 
fpent  his  life  amongfl  them,  were  in 
fact  his   ntoft  determined   enemies, 
and  vied  with  the  Parifians,  if  they 
did  not  exceed  them,  in  their  invete- 
racy againfl  the  whole  royal  family. 
As  if  this  had  not   been  fufficient, 
they  likewife  bore  a  long  and  par- 
ticular animofity  to  the  life  guards, 
which  one  Le  Cointre,  of  Verfailles, 
had  for  feveral  days   been  equally 
inccflant  and  fuccefsful  in  his    en- 
deavours to  increafe  to  the  highefl  c 
poflible  pitch.      In    thefe  .  cirpum-  ■ 
nances,  the  king  ordered  the  dra- 
goons to  retire  from  Verfailles,  re- 
taining only  a  fmall  number,   who 
acted  as  centinels  in   the   interior 
parts  of  the  palace.   Thus  his  whole, 
means  of  fecurity  and  defence,  en- 
vironed on  every  fide,  as  he   was, 
with  enemies  and  danger,  was  at 
length  reduced  to  the  fingle  body  of  , 
the  gardes  du  corps:     and     thefe, 
whofe  courage  Ijnd  fidelity  were  un- 
doubted, were,   however,  far  from 
being  numerous ;  and  were  at    the 
fame  time  furrounded  by  private  as 
well  as  by  public  enemies. 

It 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       {Si 


It  is  impoffiblt  to  (peak  with  any 
icquracy  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  firft  fcuffle  originated  at  Ver- 
iailles; nor  would  it  be  eafily  fet- 
tled, at  what  particular  time  even  it 
took  place,  any  farther  than  that  it 
was  in  fome  part  of  the  evening,  and 
probably  before  it  was  dark.  The 
democratic  -accounts  fay,  that  the 
life  guards  fired  wantonly  upon  the 
national  guards  of  Veriailles,  and 
■having  wounded  fome  of  them,  oc- 
casioned a  return  of  their  fire.  This 
appears  fo  contrary  to  all  reafon  and 
probability,  that  it  would  require 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  pofitive  evi- 
dence to  render  it  credible.  Ano- 
ther account,  which  feems  much 
more  probable,  ftates,  that  an  inha- 
bitant of  Veriailles,  whofe  name  is 
mentioned,  having  mixed  with  the 
rabble,  and  endeavouring  with  them 
to  force  his  way  through  the  iron 
gates,  was  wounded  by  the  life 
guards  who  defended  the  entrance, 
and  that  this  being  refented  by  the 
national  guards  as'  an  attack  upon 
the  whole  corps,  immediately  drew 
on  their  fire.  However  it  happened, 
it  was  productive  of  lefs  nvfchief 
than  could  have  been  expected ;  a 
lew  were  wounded  on  both  fides, 
but  we  do  not  learn  that  any  perfon 
was  killed.  The  hoitile  parties 
came  to  fome  explanations;  and  it 
feems  as  if  fomething  like  an  ar- 
miftice  was  concluded  between  them 
for  the  prefent. 

As  foon  as  the  king's  ratification 
of  the  constitutional  articles,  which 
Was  about  ten  at  night,  was  received 
by  the  aflembly,  moft  of  the  mem- 
bers, if  not  all,  were^lad  to  make 
their  efcape  from  thefcpricious  rage 
and  eternal  clamour  of  the  frantic 
female  bacchanals,  by  whom  they 
were  ftill  accompanied,  fin-rounded, 
and  in  every  fenie  incommoded :  fo 


that  the  hall  and  the  feats  of  legis- 
lation were  literally  abandoned  to 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fu- 
rious banditti  without,  who  filled 
every  place,  excepting  the1  interior 
of  tjie  caftle  or  palace,  which  they 
furrounded  and  befieged,  fpread  ter- 
ror and  confufion  through  the  whole 
city,  as  it  was  impoffible  even  for 
their  friends  to  determine  to  what 
objects  the  rapine  or  fury  of  fo  law- 
less and  frantic  a  rabble  might 
chance  to  be  directed. 

The  deputies  had  fcarcely  time 
to  efcape  from  the  noife  and  tumult 
in  their  hall,  and  to  feek  for  retire- 
ment and  quiet  in  their  refpective 
apartments,  when  a  new  alarm  was 
given,  which  occafioned  their  im- 
mediate recal,  and  appeared  more 
formidable  than  any  that  had  yet 
taken  place.  This  proceeded  from 
the  unexpected  news,  that  Fayette 
was  marching,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  30,000  men,  to  Veriailles  ; 
and  this  intelligence  was  foon  con- 
firmed by  fignals  of  mufquetry  and 
rockets  which  were  feen  and  heard 
at  a  diftance.  To  expedite  the 
march,  and  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  order,  he  had  divided  his 
army  into  three  columns,  each  of 
which  proceeded  by  a  feparate 
route;  but  adjufted  their  movements 
with  fo  much  regularity,  that  they 
all  arrived  about  the  fame  time. 
As  no  intelligence  had  yet  been 
received  of  the  caufes  or  objects  of 
this  march,  it  could  not  fail  to  excite 
doubt,  and  fome  degree  of  alarm* 
in  all  the  different  parties. 

It  is  ferioufly  told,  that  Fayette 
made  his  troops  Hop  in  the  avenue 
of  Veriailles,  and  Ivvear  fidelity  to 
the  king  and  to  the  laws.  Who  can 
avoid  being  furprifed  that  the  fa-, 
bricators  of  this  abfuid  ftory  fliould 
not  once  have  reflected,  how  many 
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hours  it  would  coft,  even  in  open- 
day  light,  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  an 
army  of  30,000  men  ?  nor  how  ex- 
tend ve  a  plain  would  have  been  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  purpofe ;  or  at  leafl 
for  the-  troops  who  were  fworn  to 
file  off  to  and  form  on,  while  their 
remaining  fellows  were  undergoing 
the  ceremony.  It  is,  indeed,  not 
impoflible,  that  Fayette,  and  thofe 
principal  officers  who  were  immedi- 
ately about  his  perfon,  might,  at 
the  awful  appearance  of  ihs  caftle, 
to  which  they  were  approaching, . 
and  perhaps  fome  recoiled  ion  of 
former  greatnefs  and  fplendour, 
hare  entered  into  fome  iuch  com-* 
pa£l  or  oath. 

However  that  was,  La  Fayette 
certainly  lhewed  the  moft  pacific 
difpofition.  He  prefented  himfelf 
fir  it  before  the  king,  and  then  before 
the  affembly,  and  behaved  to  both 
with  every  appearance  of  the  great- 
eir.  refpedt  and  even  fubmiflion.  He 
lamented  to  Mounier,  the  meafures 
which  a  powerful  cabal  had  forced 
him  into;  and  it  was  underftood 
from  his  difcoiirfe,  that  by  a  few  fub- 
miilions  from  the  gardes  du  corps, 
and  their  adoption  of  the  national 
cockade,  all  the  exifting  differences 
would  be  reconciled,  and  ail  jea- 
loufies  removed.  This  was  excel- 
lent, and  fpeaking  like  a  man  of 
honour;,  without  facrificing  any 
part  of  his  principles,  or  deviating 
in  any  degree  from  his  duty,  with 
refpeel  to  the  caufe  which  he 
eipoufed.  And  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  fubfequent  error,  miftake, 
imprudence,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
c Ailed,  which  he  fell  into,  the  event 
might  pofiibly  have  been  happy, 
much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  evils  prevented,  and  his 
name  long  remembered  with  praife. 

It  wa?  about  midnight  wnen  La 


Fayette  arrived  at  Verfailles:  be-* 
tween  two  and  three  in  the  morning, 
he  moft  unfortunately  and  fatally 
perfuaded  Mounier  to  break  up  the 
aflembly  and  retire  to  reft ;  an  ad- 
vice which  opened  the  way  to  all 
the  ruin  which  enfued.  It  is  not  ta 
be  doubted,  but  that,  through  the 
buftle,  fatigues,  and  fears  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  Fayette  muft  have 
been  greatly  exhaufted,  and  fleep 
highly  neceflary  to  him;  but  he 
mould  have  remembered,  particu- 
larly as  a  foldier,  that,  in  cafes  of 
great  emergency,  moment,  and 
danger,  it  was  his  duty,  to  refill 
to  the  utmoft,  and  even  ta  over- 
come, if  poflible,  the  calls  of  nature. 
He  well  knew  the  cruel  and  bloody 
difpofition  of  that  uncountable 
crew  of  male  and  female  ruf. 
fians,  who  filled  and  furrounded  the 
whole  city  and  its  environs ;  and 
if  he  thought  at  all,  he  could  not 
but  expedi,  knowing  fo  well  as  he 
did  the  motives  and  ohje&s  of  their 
coming,  that  they  would  take  fome 
fatal  advantage  of  his  going  to  reft. 
Nor  were  the  national  aflembly  at 
all  excufable,  in  purluing  his  ad- 
vice; they  could  not  but  perceive 
the  preflure  of  the  motive  on  his 
part  which  produced  it;  and  aa  , 
they  had  fo  lately  made  no  difficulty 
of  fitting  up  and  watching  a  night 
for  their  own  protection,  they  mould 
not  have  hefitated  in  paying  afimi- 
lar  attention  to  the  fafety  of  their 
fpvereign  at  this  moment  of  fuch 
imminent  danger,  when  his  own 
life,  and  the  lives  of  his  whole,  fa- 
mily, were  evidently  at  ftake. 

Nctwithftanding  the  horrors  of 
the  fituation,|pie  hearing  her  life 
repeatedly  threatened,  and  her 
blood  howled  for,  "the  queen  pof- 
fefled  fuch  a  flock  of  intrepidity  and 
coolnefs,  that  fhe  retired  to  red  at ' 
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too  o'clock,  and  if  we  credit  the 
attentions  of  her  bed-chamber  wo- 
men, fiept  foundly.  At  fix  o'clock, 
a  numerous  body  of  tnoie  ruffians 
who  had  arrived  the  day  before 
from  Paris,  broke,  with  furious  me- 
naces, into  the  courts  of  the  palace, 
where  they  feized  Monfrs.  de  Huttes 
and  Varicourt,  two  of  the  lifeguards, 
dragged  them  from  their  polls, 
and  murdered  them  in  the  moll 
cruel  manner;  their  heads  being, 
with  many  blows,  fevered  from  their 
bodies  by  the  bungling  hands  and 
blunt  axe  of  one  Nicolas,  a  ielf- 
conftituted  executioner,  who  had 
from  liking  taken  up  this  bufinefs, 
and  from  the  beginning  of  the  trou- 
bles gloried  in  mangling  and  be- 
heading all  the  fufpe&ed  royalifts 
that  were  put  into  his  hands. 

Another  party  rufhed  into  the 
queen's  apartments,  with  loud  out- 
cries, execrations,  and  threats,  too 
horrid  to  be  related  or  endured,  by 
any  but  the  moll  favage  minds,  in 
the  recital.  The  centinel,  M.  de 
Miomandre,  after  bravely  refilling 
for  a  few  minutes,  finding  himfelf 
'  entirely  overpowered,  opened  the 
-queen's  door,  and  called  out  with 
a  loud  yoke,  u  Save  the  queen,  her 
"  life  is  aimed  at !  I  Hand  alone 
"'  againfl  two  thoufand  tigers  /"  He 
fbon  -after  funk  down  covered  with 
wounds,  and  was  left  for  dead ;  but 
coming  again,  to  the  ufe  of  his 
fenfes,  he  had  the  fortune  to  creep 
away  unobferyed  through  the  crowd : 
it  will  afford  plea  fur  e  to  all  admir- 
ers of  courage  and  fidelity  to,  know 
that  he  was  afterwards  cured  of  his 
wounds.  The  jonhappy  queen 
Hew  almofl  naked  fljrough  the  apart- 
ments, flarting  at  the  found  of  the 
piftols  which  were  continually  fired 
in  the  courts,  and  calling  eagerly 
to  fuch  guards  as  fhe  happened  to 
.  meet,  "  Q   my  friends !    fave  my 


"life,  lave  my  children!"  From 
whatever  caufe  it  proceeded,  fome 
inftantanebus  impulfe  feemed  to  fix 
a  perfuafion  in  the  minds  of  the 
attendants,  that  the  life  of  the  poor 
young  prince,  the  heir  to  the  crown, 
was  particularly  aimed  at ;  and  this 
operated  fo  ftrongly>  that  without 
waiting  for  orders,  they  ran  in« 
flantly,  as  if  by  a  common  fympa- 
thy,  to  the  children's  apartments, 
and  brought  them  away  half- 
naked,  to  place  them  under  the 
protection  of  their  royal  father. 
Such  being  the   force  of   ancient 

,  prejudice  and  opinion,  that  they 
Hill  thought  Frenchmen  could  not 
but  pay  fome  reverence  to  the  per- 
fon  of  their  king. 

The  king,  awakened  by  the  noife, 
flew  through  a  private  pafTage  to 
the  queen's  apartment,  in  order  to 
fave  her  life,  or  to  perifh  along 
with  her.  He  was  met  by  fome  of 
his  guards,  who  efcorted  him  back 
to  his  own  apartment,  where  the 
queen  was  already  arrived,  and  the 
children  fpeedily  after.  The  guards 
were  in  the  mean  time  hunted  from 

,  place  to  place,  through  all  the  pur- 
lieus of  (he  palace,  much  in  the  fame 
manner  that  the  proteftants  had 
been  after  the  mafTacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. A  confiderable  party  of 
thofe  who  had  been  on  duty  in  the  in- 
terior palace  had  only  time  to  barri- 
cade themfelves  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
adjoining  to  the  royal  apartments; 
and  being  there  completely  enclofed, 
the  purfuing  murderers  were  in  the 
aft  of  forcing  open  the  doors.  At 
this  critical  mompnt  La  Fayette  and 
his  officers  fortunately  appeared, 
and  with  much  perfuafion  and  in- 
treaty  induced  them  to  dofiil.  It 
would  feem  flrange  in  any  other 
poflible  cafe,  that  a.  general  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  inilead  of 
immediately  applying  the  force  in 
[Z>3]         -  his 
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his  hatids  to  difperfe*  if  not  to  ptl- 
nifti,  a  body  of  ruffians,  whom  he 
had  detected  in  the  very  acts  of 
murder  and  treafon,  mould  degrade 
Jiimfelf  to  intreaty  and  Amplica- 
tion to  procure  their  forbearance. 
Bat  fuch  was  the  prefent  unexam- 
pled ftate  of  affairs,  that  Fayette 
could  not  act  otherwife.  His  faith- 
ful foldiers,  the  Parifian  or  national 
guards,  had  already  declared  that 
they  would  not  uie  force  againft 
their  fellow  citizens,  in  which  de- 
scription they  included  all  the  ban- 
ditti Who  were  now  in  and  about 
Verfailles ;  and  a  few  of  diem  had 
this  very  morning  afforded  a  fpeci- 
jnen  of  the  difpontibn  and  conduit 
to  be  expelled  from  the  whole ;  fpr 
being  on  duty  near  the  fpot  Where 
MM.  de  Huttes  and  Varicourt 
were  fo  barbaroufly  murdered*  and 
in  full  fight  of  that  inhuman  trans- 
action, no  principle  of  generofity 
or  fympathy  could  induce  them  to 
interfere,  or  make  the  fmallefl  at- 
tempt to  fave  them. 

It  cannot  but  excite  furprize  that 
a  man  who,  like  Rabaut,,had  fome 
character  to  fupport  and  preferve, 
fhould  have  fo  difguifed,  altered, 
and  miftated  the  tranfaetions  of  this 
night  and  morning,  that  no  one, 
acquainted  with  them,  could,  with- 
out referring  to  the  date,  jucjge, 
from  his  account,  what  period  he 
alluded  to,  or  what  events  he  was 
defcribing.  In  the  face  of  the  moft 
irrefragable  testimonies,  and  in  fome 
inftances  of  fads  corroborated  upon 
©ath  before  a  tribunal  of  juftice,  he 
ftates  things  directly  contrary.  In 
particular,  with  refpect  to  the 
conduct  of  the  national  troops  and 
the  banditti,  he  ftates  feveral  ren- 
counters to  have  taken  place  be- 
tween them ;  that  the  former,  by 
force,  not   only  fden  cleared  the 


palace  and  its  environs  of  the  rufr 
fians,  but  that  they  likewife  com- 
pelled them  to  leave  all  the  plun- 
der which  they  had  feized  behind ; 
that,  upon  fome  new  occasion,  they 
purfued  and  routed  them  again; 
and  they  feem  at  length  to  have 
driven  them  quite  away,  and  ob- 
liged them  to  purfue  a  new  route  to 
Paris.  So  that  by  this  ftatement, 
the  national  troops  would  have 
merited  high  praife  for  the  zeal  and 
activity  with  which  they  quelle4 
and  difperfed  this  rabble. 

But  it  is  time  to  return,  and  to 
fee  things  as  they  really  were.  The 
king,  accompanied  and  protected 
by  La  Fayette,  went  through  the 
palace,  his  mind  being  fo  occupied 
by  the  danger  of  the  guards,  that 
it  could  dwell  upon  no  other  fubject 
than  that  of  recommending  them 
to  the  mercy  of  the  crowd,  with  a£? 
ftfrances  to  all  that  they  were  un- 
juftly  accufed.  He  then  went  to  a 
balcony,  where  he  repeated  the  fame 
interception  to  the  crowd  who  filled 
the  courts  belpw ;  but  the  mob,  in- 
ftead  of  paying  any  attention  to  the 
fupplication  of  their  fovereign,  roar- 
ed out  with  the  utmoft  violence 
and  indecency  for  the  queen.  Fay? 
ette  accordingly  went  for  her.  She 
hefitated  a  moment,  and  afked  if  her 
prefence  was  neceflary  to  appeafe 
the  people  ?  He  afliired  her  it  was. 
*«  Then/'  faid  (he, "  I  will  go,  even  if 
"  I  was  lure  that  I  went  to  execution.'* 
She  accordingly  appeared  in  the  bal- 
cony*  with  the  dauphin  in  her  arms ; 
and  the  popular  fury  feemed  in  fome 
degree  to  fubfide ;  although  in  the 
depofitions  giyjgri  before  the  chate- 
let  it  is  tefhftea,  that  mufkets  were 
at  that  very  time  feen  levelled  in 
the  crowd,  which  appeared  to  the 
deponents  to  be  pointed  directly  at 
the  queen.  'Some  fort  of  catm/how- 
**  ever. 
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ever,  took  place  for  a  few  minutes,  as  if  it  were  to  inftilt  fallen  great- 
which  was  fuddenly  interrupted  by  nefs  by  mockery,  a  party  of  the  ob- 
an   universal  cry,  directed  to  the  noxious    life    guards,  deprived   of 
royal  pair,  **  To  Paris,  to  Paris  \v  their  arms,  and  treated  as  prifoners 
There  was  no  refufing  nor  remon-  of  war,  were,  with  drooping  heads, 
ftrating ;    the  whole   royal   family  and  revolting  hearts,  appointed,  un- 
werc  at  the  mdrcy  of  the  rabble;  der  the  name  ofanefcort,  to  attend 
nor  could  Fayette  have  infured  their  their  fovereigns.     That  the  procef- 
lives  for  a  moment,  if  they  appear-  fion,  how  ever  deplorable,  might,  in 
cd  only  to  hefitate.  all  its  parts  be   charadleriftic,  the 
The  king's  aflent  was  foon  noti-  mangled  and  bloody  heads  of  the 
fied  to  all  the  parts  of  the  crowd  by  two  guards  who  had  been  murdere4 
papers  immediately  difperfed  for  the '  in  the  morning  were  carried  along 
purpofe;    and  after   a  preparation  on  pikes    to  grace  the  fpectacles 
pot  much  longer  than  that  of  chang-  and/  it  is  laid,  were  frequently  ana 
ing  horfes  on  an  Englilh  poft  road,  defignedly  exhibited  before  the  win- 
one  of  the  moft  degrading  and  me-  dows  of  the  carriage  which  convey- 
lancholy  proceffions  commenced,  of  ed  the  royal  captives.     We  fhall  not 
which  there  is  any  record  in  hiftory.  defile  our  page,  nor  infult  the  deli- 
The  fovereign  of  one  of  the  great-  cacy,  or  Ihock  the  feelings  of  our 
eft,  moft  powerful,  and  moft  fplendid  readers,  by  repeating  any  of  the 
monarchies  in  the  univerfe,  govern-  obfcene,  lavage,  and  horrid  expref- 
ing  a  people  long  and  far  renowned  flons,  which  the  beafts  of  women 
for  arriving  near  the  fummit  of  ci-  ufed  in  the  hearing  of  the  queen, 
vilization,  learning,  arts,  and  fcience,  and  directed  to  her  hearing, 
a  nation   likewife  particularly  re-         Such  was  the  mournful  q«  ^  , 
nowned  for  the  valour,  generality,  proceflion,  which  attended        1      ' 
and  nice  attention  to  honour  which  the  removal  of  Louis  XVI.       '    9* 
has  diftinguimed  its  nobility  through  King  of  France,  from  his  palace  at 
a  courfe  of  ages ;  and  yet  this  fove-  Verfailles,  to  his  prifon  in  Paris, 
reign,  without  foreign  invafion  or         An  time  brings  out  many  of  thole 
war,  without  any  avowed  domeftic  hidden   circumftances,  in    cafes    of 
competitor  for  his  throne,  and  even  plots    and  confpiracies,  which  are 
without  any  acknowledged  rebellion  not  at  firft  known,  or  perhaps  luf- 
of  his  fubjefts,is,  in  the  face  of  day,  petted,  fo  it  has  for  fome  time  been 
with  his  qileen  and  family,  dragged  reported,  both  on  the  continent  and 
from  their  palace,  and  led  captives  here,   and  we  find  is  credited  by 
in  lavage  triumph,  by  bands  of  the  perfons  who  have  more  than  com- 
meaneff  and  moil  contemptible  ruf-  inon  means  ovf  information,  that  the 
fians  in  his  dominions,  and  by  thofe  too  great   and  overgrown   fubje6t, 
modern  furies  the  abandoned  women  who  is  now  confidered  as  the  piTh- 
of  Paris,  who,  for  every  degree  of  in-  cipal  author  and  caufe  of  thoi'e  dif- 
famy  and  wickednefs,  but  particu-  turbances  which  have  ruined  France, 
larly  for  ferocity  and!  thirft  of  blood,  was    himfelf   prefent    in    difguife 
have  not,  moft  fortunately  for  man-  among  the  moo  who  were  deirined 
kind,  their  limilitudes  upon  any  part  in  the  morning  to  the  attack  of  die 
of  the  face  of  the  globe.     T°  ren~  palace ;  that  he  was  revealed,  not- 
der  the  triumph  more  complete,  or,  with  Handing   his   difguife,  to    the 

[D  4]  leaders, 
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leaders/  fry  certain  prefixed  marks 
or  flgnals;  that  the  principal  fer- 
vice  which  he  intended  was,  from 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  palace,  to  lead  the 
banditti  by  the  neareft  way  to  the 
royal  apartments,  in  which  cafe  it 


rabeau  anfwered,  in  his  ufual  cha> 
racier,  that  it  was  beneath  their, 
dignity  to  meet  in  the  king's  palace; 
and  this  anfwer  was  received  by  the 
reft  of  the  party,  as  a  full  arid  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  continuing  as  they 
were.     Mounier  declares,  that  the 


is  fuppofed,  that  all  that  part  of  the    joy  of  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  and  others 


royal  family  -would  have  been  in- 
ftantly  facrificed.  That  fortunately 
his  heart,  according  to  itSvufual  cuf- 
tom,  failed  when  he  arrived  at.  the 
fcene  of  action ;  and  that  he  accord- 
ingly flunk  away  from  his  aflbciates, 
whole  numbers,  violence,  and  fero- 
city, were  pofTibly  among  the  caufes 
of  his  terror.  It  is  likewife  told, 
as  a  part  and  confirmation  of  the 
feme  ftory,  that  Mirabeau,  in  his 
.rage  at  what  he  confidered  fuch 
fhameful  conduct,  threw  out  the 
following  extraordinary  farcafm : 
ic  That  man  conftantly  carries  a 
#c  cocked  piftol  loaded  with  mifchief 
"  in  his  hand,  but  his  cowardice  is 
*'  fo  extreme  that  he  never  can  draw 
«*  the  trigger." 

Mounier,  who    had    relied    too 
*iuch  upon  La  Fayette's  vigilance, 
and  upon  the  order  of  fafety  which 
^iad  heeftabliftied  for  the  night,  when 
awakqsM^l  late  by  an  account  of  the 
horrid-rranfa&ions  which  were  tak- 
ing  place,  at     once    augured    the 
downfall  both  of  liberty  and  mo- 
narchy, to  each  of  which  he  was 
inoft  zenlbufly  attached.     He  has- 
tened to  the  aflembly,  and  propofed 
that  they  mould  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  palace,  hold  their  meet- 
ing in  the  grand  faloon  of  Verfailles, 
and  aflift  the  king  with  their  advice, 


of  the  moft  violent  leaders,  was  fo 
extreme,  as  to  become  indecently 
apparent;  whilft  the  members  on 
the  other  fide,  expecting  every  mo- 
ment to  be  furrounded  by  an  armed 
rabble,  trembled  for  their  lives, 
and  dared  not  utter  a  word.  To 
while  away  time  it  was  voted,  that 
the  national  aflembly  was  infe- 
parable  from  the  king;  after  which 
any  trifling  bufinefs  that  could  be 
thought  of  was  brought  forward,  to 
afford  fome  appearance  of  debating 
until  the  bufinefs  at  the  palace  was 
entirely  over. 

The  broken  remnants  of  the  mid- 
dle or  moderate  party,  of  whom 
Mounier  was  the  head,  and  who 
had  ever  endeavoured  to  eftablifli, 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  fafeft 
and  moft  permanent  fyftem  of  liber- 
ty for  the  people,  under  the  form 
of  a  limited  monarchy,  to  be  regu- 
lated and  kept  within  proper  bounds 
by  a  conftitution  fomewhat  refem- 
bling  that  of  England,  held  a  meet- 
ing in  the  evening,  at  which  it  was 
dated,  that  having  long,  with  great 
peril  to  themfelves,  difcharged 
their  duty  as  honeft  men,  in  en- 
deavouring to  ftem  the  torrent  of 
republicanifm,  to  defeat  the  una- 
vowed,  and  therefore  more  dange- 
rous defigns  of  fome  of  the  factious 


as  well  as  with  their  afliftance  and    headers,  to  eftablifli  the  liberty  of 


.  protefUon,  at  this  momentous  cri- 
f:s.  But  it  did  not  at  all  fuit  the 
views  of  the  patriots  in  any  degree 
to  impede,  much  lefs  to  prevent, 
the  difmal  preceflion  to  Paris :   Mi- 


the  people,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  preferve  the  proper  and  neceflary 
rights  of  the  monarchy  inviolate; 
that  after  this  long  and  virtuous 
ftruggle,  it  was  now    a  matter  of 

grievous 
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grievous  reflection  to  perceive,  not    being  otherwife  under  the  prefent 
only  that  all  their  efforts  were  fruit-     fyftenv  they  Ihould,  notwithftand- 
Jefs,  but  that  a  directly  contrary  and     ing,   perfevere  in  the  fame  rruitlefs 
mod  dangerous  ftate  of  affairs  had    toil,  and  devote  their  lives,  with-? 
taken  place.      They  faw  the  mo-     out  a  competent  object,  by  placing 
narchy    overthrown;    the    king   a    them  in  the  hands  of  the  Parisians; 
prifoner,    not    merely  to  his   own    or  whether  they  fhould  at  once  fe- 
fubjects,   coniidered     generally    as    cede  from  the  affembly,  and  fubmit 
tech,   but  to  the  rabble  of  Paris;    their  conduct  in  every  thing,  along 
while  his  life  hung  fufpended  by  a    with  the  caufes  of  this  procedure, 
hair,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of    to  their  conilituents>  as  well  as  to 
every  ruffian  to  fnap  or  to  cut  in  a    the  public  at  large  ? 
moment.     They  faw  that  liberty  for        The  greater  part  of  the  members 
which  they  had  fo  milch  contended,  %  prefent,  nptwithftanding  thefe  rea- 
now  placed  in  fuch  a  train,  that  if   fons,  in  the  veracity  of  which  they 
caufes  produced  their  proper  effects,    all  equally  agreed,  were  yet  unwil- 
it  was  likely  to  be  deftroyed  before    ling  to  abandon  their  feats.     Mou* 
it  was  formed.     The  national  af-    nier   and  Lally  Tolendal  were  at 
fembly  muft  now  remove  to  Paris,    the  head  of  the  feceders. 
w]uch  had  for  fome  time  beefri  the        But  before  Mounier  had  quitted 
prime  with,  and  chief  object  in  view,    the  prefident's  chair,  he  had-  the 
with  fome  of  the  moil  dangerous  of   addrefs,  with  the  fervent  aid  of  his 
.  the  factious  leaders  who  ruled  that    friends,  to  carry  a  very  important 
body.    In  Paris,  the  reprefentatives    refolution,  and  which  there  was  lit— 
of  the  people  would  become  as  ab-    tie  reafon  to  expect  could  have  been 
folute  prifoners  as  the  king ;  and    paffed,.     This  was  an  order  for  an 
France  would  be-governed  by  laws,    enquiry   into    the  horrid  maffacre, 
framed  by  thefe   leaders,  and  en-    intended  and  actually  commenced 
forced  on  the  affembly  by  the  ter-    on  the  6th  of  October,  and  for.  pro- 
ror  of  their  inftruments,  the  cabals    fecuting  the  authors  thereof.     This 
and  mobs  of  the  capital.     As  for    was  the  foundation  of  all  the  pro- 
themfelves,  the  purity  of  their  views    ceedings  which  were  conducted  in 
and  the  integrity  of  their  conduct    the  chatelet  upon  the  fubjedt ;  and 
could  not  preferve  them  from  con-    though  fubftantial  juftice  was  not 
tinual  danger  and  menace  to  their    obtained,  nor   probably  could  be  - 
lives ;  indeed  it  was  unhappily  too    expected,  yet  it  could  not  be  with- 
clearly  fhewn,  that  thefe  were  qua-    out   fome  good  effect,  by   letting 
lities  now  fo  little  regarded,  that    wanton  murderers   fee,  that'  they 
they  could  procure  neither  efteem    might  not  always  be  fafe  in   the 
nor  fafety.     The  queftion  now  for    gratification   of  that   horrid   pro- 
them   to   confider    was,  Whether,    penfity ;  and  reminding  them,  that 
having  fulfilled  the  duty  which  they    public  enquiries,  and  public  profe- 
owed  to  the  public  to  the  utmoft    cutions,  wert  not  pleafant  matters 
of  their  power,  but  without  effect,    to  play.  with.     It  would  have  done 
and  finding  affairs  now  in  a  ftate    much  honour  to  the  national  aftem- 
which  not  only  rendered  them  to-    bly,  would   have  prevented  much 
tally   ufelefs   for   the    prefent,  but    well-founded  reproach,  which  will 
which  cut  off  all  hope  of  their  ever    not  wear  off  while  the  memory  of* 

I  any 
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any  ©f  their'  afts  continue/  and 
would  have  prevented  a&s  which 
will  be  an  eternal  ftain  to  their 
country,  if  they  had  paffed,  and 
fupported  with  vigour,  many  fimi- 
Jar  refolutions  ;  inftead  of  turning 
accounts  of  the  moft  inhuman  mur- 
ders to  ridicule,  and  ihamefully 
joking  upon  the  purity  or  impurity 
of  the  blood  thus  fhed. 

Nothing  at  the  fame  time  can  af- 
ford a  ftronger  demonftration  of  the 
homage,  paid  to  Mounier's  charac- 
ter, and  of  the  awful  afcendancy 
which  virtue  holds  over  thofe  even 
who  abhor  its  name,  than  that  he 
ihould  have  been  able  to  carry  a 
refolution  fo  abhorent  to  the  likings 
of  all  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
factions ;  ^—  they  evidently  fhrunk 
before  it.  He  has  declared  himfelf, 
that. the  reflection  of  his  having 
carried  this  meafure  of  humanity 
and  juftice,  was  no  fmall  folace  to 
him  in  his  fubfequent  troubles  and 
misfortunes.  This  was  his  laft 
public  aft :  and  he,  who  had  not 
long  fince  been  one  of  the  moft 
popular  men  in  the  kingdom,  was, 
at  no  diftant  period,  deftmed  to  fly 
from  his  country,  and  to  retire  to 
Genedgfor  the  prefervation  of  his 
life.  This  obligation  he  owed,  to 
Barnave  and  others  of  his  brother 
deputies,  who,  unable  to  refift  or  en- 
dure his  virtue  when  prefent,  took 
care  to  prepofTefs  the  minds  of  the 
people  fo  eftedtually  againft  him,  as 
to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  his  being 
ever  again  troublefome.  Mounier 
was,«  with  refpeft  to  ftri&nefs  of  in- 
tegrity, purity  of  principle,  love 
and  admiration  of  virtue,  undoubt- 
edly the  firft  man  in  the  aflembly, 
and  feemed  to  belong  to  another 
age  rather  than  to  the  prefent.  In 
talents  and  abilities  he  was  fecond 
to  none  in  that  body»?  but  they  were 


not  fhowy,  nor  calculated  to  catc^ 
the  vulgar ;  fo  that  his  popularity 
arofe  from  the  general  fenfe  enter- 
tained of  his  virtue.  He  was  afe 
enthufiaftic  lover  of  liberty,  and 
as  determined  a  foe  to  tyranny  in 
every  lhape  and  form ;  but  the  li- 
berty which  he  adored,  and  wifhed 
to  eflablifh,  was  a  rational  and' 
regular  one,  fenced  in  with  infu- 
perable  reftraints  againft  its  dege- 
nerating into  licentioufnefs  and  a- 
narchy,  as  well  as  with  impaflable 
mounds  againft  the  inroads  of  def- 
potifm.  In  political  affairs  his 
faults  were,  being  too  refined  and 
fpeculative,  and  fometimes  being 
immoveable  in  his  opinions. 

We  thought  it  both  becoming 
and  a  part  of  our  duty,  to  fay  thus 
much  of  a  fallen  and  unfortunate, 
but  a  very  eminent  man ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  there  is  little  probabili- 
ty that  he  will  ever  again  come 
within  our  obfervation. 

Mounier  declared  to  a  few  par- 
ticular friends,  at  his  quitting  Paris, 
how  much  he  was  opprefTed  by  the 
melancholy  reflection,  that  all  his 
efforts  in  favour  of  liberty  had  only 
ended  in  enflaving  France  to  the 
defpotifm  of  faction,  inftead  of  the 
defpotifm  of  royalty. 

Two  factions,  with  views  totally 
different  and  incompatible,  had  an 
equal  (hare  in  promoting  the  late 
diforders  and  violence.  The  re- 
publican levellers  intended,  by  the 
removal  to  Paris,  to  place  the  un- 
happy fovereign  fo  entirely  in  their 
own  power,  and  by  the  aid  of  the 
Parifians  to  purge  the  afTembly  fo 
totally  of  all  who  oppofed  them, 
that  neither  the  king,  the  nobles, 
nor  the  clergy,  could  find  it  pofliWe 
afterwards  to  defend  any  of  their 
rights,  not  only  by  arms,  but  even 
by  legal  refiftance.     And  they  well 

faw 
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few  that  the  bare  name  of  the  king, 
which  did  not  produce  the  fmalleft 
benefit  to  himfelf,  might  be  turned 
to  great  account  by  affording  fome 
fknction  to  their  proceedings,  and 
thereby  become  a  moft  ufeful  inftru- 
ment  in  the  confirmation  of  their 
power.  Upon  thefe  principles  no 
defigns  that  affected  the  king's  life 
could  originate  or  be  received  in 
this  party. 

The  other  faction,  of  which  Mi- 
rabeau  was,  at  leaft,  the  oftenfible 
head,  and  the  leaders  of  which  were 
generally  called  the  cabal,  held  very 
different  views,  though  they  pur- 
fued  the  fame  means,  and  ufed  the 
fame  inftruments,  the  mobs  of  Paris, 
for  their  attainment.  The  firft,  as 
we  have  feen,  wiftied  to  confine 


total  want  of  principle,  joined  with 
uncommon  abilities,  of  fome  of  its 
leaders ;  the  other  was  the  profound 
fecrecy  with  which  its  ultimate 
views  were  kept  concealed,  fo  that 
the  real  objects  of  its  purfuit  and 
conduct  were  never  apparent.       , 

The  republican  party  were  tri- 
umphant upon  this  occafion;  and 
the  views  of  the  cabal,  if  not  en- 
tirely feen  through,  were  at  leafl  fo 
far  underftood,  as  to  excite  much 
miftruft,  and  draw  no  fmall  degree 
of  odium  upon  their  leaders. 

Though  the  revolution  was  now 
completed,  and  no  vifible  obftacle 
remaining  which  could  check  the 
republicans  in  their  future  career, 
yet  the  idea  of  (hutting  themfelves 
up  within  the  walls  of  the  turbu- 


the  king,  perhaps  for  life,  within    lent  city  of  Paris,  where  ioo,coo 
the  walls  of  that  capital ;   but  the    pair  of  jealous  and  fufpicious  eyes 


fecond  hoped  to  terrify  him  into 
a  flight;  in  which  cafe  they  would 
have  proceeded  to  depofition ;  and 
poffibly  the  circumftances  of  the 
flight  might  have  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  greater  and  more  de- 
cifive  violence.  Though  thefe  af- 
fumed  the  character  of  republicans, 
and  generally  acted  along  with 
them,  yet  fb  far  were  they  from 
wifhing  the  overthrow  of  the  fove- 
reignty,  that  they  very  reluctantly 
admitted  even  the  reductions  that 
were  made  in  its'  authority;  they 
wifhed  it  to  continue  perfect  and 
whole,  but  wanted  to  change  the 
hands  in  which  it  was  placed ;  fo 


were  to  be  an  eternal  watch  upon 
their  conduct  and  actions;  where 
they  were  to  be  fubje&ed  to  the  ca- 
price of  a  frantic  and  bloody  popu- 
lace, who  had  conftitute'd  themfelves 
both  judges  and  executioners  of  the 
law  in  all  cafes  of  life  and  death ; 
and  where  the  mod  zealous  patriot 
was  liable  to  become  an  Jgtanta- 
neous  victim  to  the  falftftbiport, 
or  to  the  moft  unfounded  rapt  ion  ; 
thefe  confiderations,  acting  altoge- 
ther,* could  not  but  ftrike  a  great 
part  of  the  affembly  with  the  moft 
ferious  and  alarming  apprehenfions, 
and  thereby  ferve  much  to  teften 
that  fatisfacticm   and  exultation  of 


that  having  fet  up  a  phantom  of    pride  and  fuccefs,  which  their  fignal 
power,  which,  from  its  weaknefs,    triumph  over  the  crown,  and  that 


they  knew  they  could  manage  as 
they  pleafed,  a  very  few  of  their 
principal  leaders  would  be  enabled 
afterwards  to  govern  with  fuprehie 
authority.  This  party  was  from 
two  caufes  particularly  dangerous ; 
one  was  the  extreme  profligacy,  and 


extreme  and  abject  ftate  of  degra- 
dation to  which  it  was  reduced, 
might  otherwife  have  afforded. 

In  order,  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  to  guard  againft  this  danger, 
which,  however  unavowed,  was 
equally  obvious  to  all,  the  affembly 

immediately 
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immediately  patted  the  ftrongeft  re-    founded  in  his  ears,  he  was>  at  ftb&n 
foluticms  that  could  be  framed,  re-    day,  dragged  out  of  his  own  houfe, 
fpe&ing  the  facrednefs  and  inviola-    and  inftantly  hanged  before  the  door, 
bility  of  their  perfons.    But  thefe    in  the   fight  of  his  wife   and  fa-    , 
being  in  ho  degree  fufficient  to  re-    mily.  • 

move  the  general  impreffion  of  dan-  While  the  aiTembly  were  at  a 
ger  which  had  taken  place,  fo  great  diftance,  matters  of  this  fort  were 
a  number  of  members  were  conti-  pafled  over  without  concern  or  nd~ 
ilually  applying  for  leave  of  ab-  tice ;  but  this  tumujt  taking  place 
fence,  that  it  Teemed  at  length  as  under  their  eyes,  and  the  danger 
if  the  aiTembly  would  be  entirely  feeming  already  at  their  own  doors, 
deferted ;  and  it  was  found  necef-  the  alarm  and  apprehenfion  excited 
fary>  as  a  remedy  fox  the  evil,  to  by  it  were  beyond  defcription.  This 
pafs  an  order  or  refolution>  that  no  paroxyfm  of  terror,  however,  pro- 
larther  applications  for  leave  fhould  duced  an  excellent  effect,  it  rouzed 
be  received*  the  aiTembly  into  a  degree  of  exer- 

Thefe    apprehenfions    had    hot,    tion,  the  want  of  which  had  been 
however,  time  to  wear  off  before  an    long  and  lamentably  felt ;  and  its 
tevent.- took  place  which  fufficiently    very  excefs  proved  the  means  of  in- 
fhewed  that  they  were  by  no  means    fpiring  them  with  courage.     They 
ilUfbunded*     For  the  aiTembly  had    likewife    could  not    but  feel    how 
not  been  long  in  Paris*  when  thole    much  their   authority  and   dignity 
loyal  and  peaceable  citizens,  being    were  fet  at  nought  and  degraded, 
perhaps    apprehensive     that     their    and  that  public  opinion,  upon  which 
rights  and  authority  might,  with-    every  thing    depended,   would   be  • 
<>ut  frequent  exertion,  become  dor-    (haken,   if  fo  violent  an  outrage,  , 
ftriant,  and  lapfe  into  what  the  law-    committed  almoft  in  their  prefence, 
yers  call  a  itateof  defuetude,  deter-    and  as  if  it  had  been  ttf  mew  who 
mined  to  give  their  new  vifitants  of    were  in  future  to  be  their  matters, 
the  aflembly  an  early  fpecimen  of  ^  had  been  fuffered  to  pafs  with  im- 
whU^ftfe  rights  and  that  authority    punity.     Under  thefe,  and   fimilar 
~       I1 'as   to  prevent   all  future    impreffions,,    the     aiTembly   imme- 
rniitapci  -about    their   nature    and    diately  pafled  a  very  effective  and 
extent,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  afford    fcvere  law,  founded  much  upon  ttye 
a  itriking  inilance  of  their  own  due    principle  of  the  Engliih  riot  aft,  by 
qualification,  from  the  eafe  and  fa-     which    the    municipal   magistrates 
cility  with  which  they  adminiftered    were  obliged   to  proclaim   martial' 
fummary  jullice.  There  could  be  no    law  whenever  the  mob  proceeded  to 
want  of  an  objecl  on  which  to  dif-    outrage;  and  werebeiides  furniflied 
play    their  juftice    and    dexterity,    with  a  red,  or>  as  it  is  called  byfea- 
while  there   remained  a  baker  itill    men,  a   bloody  flag,   which,  upon 
in  exiftence.     The  lot  accordingly    fuch  occafions,  was  to  be  difplayed 
fell  upon  an  Unfortunate  member  of    from  the  town  houfe,  as  a  formida- 
that  fraternity,  who  happened  to  be    ble   emblem   of  the   confequences 
totally    innocent    of    any    known    which  would  enfue.     In  the  fame 
crime,  or  of  any  breach  whatever  of   fpirit,  the  Pariiian  rabble  were  con- 
the  laws ;  but  the  pithy  death-term    derrmed  to  the  inexpreifible  mortifi- 
•f  *  monopolizer'  being    Suddenly    cation  of  beholding  two  or  three  of 

'         .  the 
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the  mod  notorious  of  their  brethren, 
who  were  concerned  in  the  late  tu- 
mult and  murder,  publicly  hanged. 
Thefc  vigorous  meafures  produced 
an  immediate  happy  effect;  and  or- 
der and  quiet  were  for  fome  time 
eftablifhed.    . 

An  event  now  took  place  which 
could  not  fail  to  aflonifh  all  thofe 
who  were  Bot  admitted  deeply  into 
the  (berets  of  affairs.     This  was  the 
extraordinary meafure  offending  the 
duke  pf  Orleans  out  of  the  king- 
dom.    To  underftand  this  we  are 
to  obferve,  that  nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  indignation  of  La  Fayette 
at    the     unexpected    difpbedience 
which    he    experienced    from    his 
troops  on  the  5  th  of  October.     All 
the  mutual  ties  which  fhould  unite 
a  general  and  his  army  feemed  at 
once  difiblved ;  and,  beftdes  the  dif- 
appoiiitment,    and    wound    to    his 
pride,  the   perfpnal  fecurity   of  a 
commander .  feemed  in  a  very  pre- 
carious (late,  whofe  troops  difdained 
to  obey,  and  who  made  np  fcruple 
pf  flying  in  the  face  of  his  authori- 
ty and  command.     He  well  knew 
that  their  difobedience  and  mutiny 
did  not  originate  with  themfelves, 
hut  were  produced  by  the  machina- 
tions pf  the  cabal ;  and  he  directed 
all  his  indignation  and  rcfentment 
to  their  proper  object,  the  fuppofe4 
father  of  that  faction.     For,  what- 
ever La  Fayette's  private  political 
views  might  have  teen,  there  cer- 
tainly was  nothing  farther  removed 
from  them,  or  which  he  abhorred 
more,  even  in  idea,  than  that  the 
duke  pf  Orleans,  through  any  con- 
yulfion,  or  change  of  circumftarices, 
or  under  any  denomination,  of  re- 
gent or  otherwife,  fhould  ever  be. 
placed  at  tlje  head  of  public  affairs. 
He  faw  that  the  feafon  was  highly 
fevpurable  to  the  gratification  of  his 


enmity;  that  the  views  of  the  cabal 
were  thoroughly  feen  through,  and 
they  had  confequently  loft  all  in- 
fluence, weight,  and  confidence  in 
the  aflembly;  that  Mirabeau  had- 
not  been  more  unfortunate  in  hi| 
views  to  aggrandize  his  principal 
than  himfeif ;  and  that  his  late  de-» 
fign  of  forcing  himfeif  into  thp 
royal  aiminiftration,  was  fo  well 
underflood,  that  his  preparatory  mo- 
tion was  rejected,  with  every  mark 
not  only  of  difguft  hut  abhor* 
rence. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  leading  party 
in  the  aflembly  had  already  derive4 
a^l  the  benefits  from  the  duke  which 
they  wifhed,  or  at  any  time  in* 
tendech  his  pecuniary  aid  had  from} 
the  beginning  been  indifpenfabjy 
necefiary  to  their  fuccsfs,  withouf 
it  they  could  have  done  nothing) 
but  now  things  were  totally  change 
ed ;  if  his  treafures  had  not  even 
been  pretty  well  exhaufred,  tfiey 
were  not,  however,  in  that  ftate  pf 
neceflity  which  rendered  them  pnee 
indifpenfable;,he  had  been  as  long 
the  inflrument  to  their  purpofes.  a§ 
was  neceHarv,  to  continue  ikJ.ongef 
would  be  folly.  Sefid^d^  his. 
fervices  were  no  Ipnger^^^K  his; 
prefence  was  becomii^HH(Ule? 
fpme  5  and  might,  una^xeftain 
circumflances,  through  his  influence 
with  the  pbWe,  ppmbly  prove.  &a* 
gerpus. 

Whether  the  opinion  that-thefft 
motives  operated  upon  the  aflembjy 
be  well  founded  or  not,  it  feejijs, 
evident  that  I^a  Fayette  mufl  have 
had  a  certainty  of  being  well  fgpr 
ported  when  he  ventured  upon .  fy 
bold,  and  feemingly  fo  dangerpug  a 
meafure,  He  fettled  the  bufineff 
like  a  foldier,  with  little  psrwony 
but  peremptory  effect.  In  a  fjipf  t 
and   fudden    conference   with    the 
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duke,  he  informed  him  in  a  few 
words,  that  his  prefence  in  France 
was  at  this  juncture  incompatible 
with  the  good  of  the  nation ;  that 
England,  where  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted, was  deemed  the  country 
moft  fitting  for  him  to  retire  to; 
that  a  paJIport  from  the  king  was 
ueady  for-  him ;  and  that,  to  cover 
the  matter,  he  mould  be  apparently 
feat  to  execute  a  private  commif- 
fion  from  his  majeity  in  that  coun- 
try* The  mandate  was  fo  peremp- 
tory, delivered  with  fiich  hrmnefs, 


and  accompanied  with  an  air  of* 
fuch  decihve  authority,  that  the 
duke,  ftlrprized  and  fubdued,  fhrunk 
under  its  effect;  and,  every  thing 
being  prepared,  was  difpatched  to 
England. 

Mirabeau's  rage  was  unbounded 
at  this  cowardly  fubmiffion,  as  he 
termed  it,  of  the  duke.  It  was  given 
in  evidence  before  the  chatelet,  that 
he  concluded  a  torrent  of  the  grof- 
ieft  abufe  by  exclaiming,  "  He  does 
"  not  deferve  the  trouble  that  has 
€t  been  taken  for  his  fakej" 


CHAP. 


III. 


EffeSs  of  the  tranjaclions  in  France  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain.     General  difpofition  in  their  favour  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution1.    Various  political  peculations  thereon,   The  evils  which  followed 
forefeen  by  more  accurate  obfervers,  and  particularly  foretold  in  the  oelebrated 
•work  of  Mr.  Burke.     The  intereft  which  the  French  leaders  had  in  in- 
volvingthe  furroundingfiates  in  the  fame  difiradions.    Their  attempts,  and 
the  effeds  of  them,  particularly  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.     Meeting  jof 
parliament.    .Speech  from- the  throne.     Jiddrefs  voted  in  both  houfes  without* 
debate.     AS  of  indemnity  relative  to  the  order  of  council  fir  flopping  the  * 
exportation  of  corn.     Military  efiimates  animadverted  upon  by  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  Mr.  Mar/ham,  and  Mr.  Fox ;  and  defended  by  Mr.  Grenville  and 
Mr.  Eitt.     Some  txpreffions  of  Mr.  Foxt  applauding  the  French  revolution, 
tducJ  of  the  French  army  on  that  occajlon,  cenfured  by  Col.  Phipps*, 
fubjetit  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke.     His  Jpeech  upon  the  Jpirit  and 
ts  of  that  event,  and  his  regret  at  differing  in  opinion  from  Mr, 
opinion'  concerning  the  conduit  of  the  French  army,  and  con- 
cerning the  comparifon  between  the  French  revolution,  and  the  revolution  of 
16 88.    Jiis  fpeech -received  with  general  applati/e.     Mr*  Fox,  in  reply,  la* 
*  ments  the  difference  of  opinion  between  them.     His  .encomium  upon  Mr. 
Burke.     Explains  bis  own  fentiments  refpecling  the  French  revolution.    Pro- 
frffis  his  political  principles.     His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  168  8.     His 
apology  for  the  exceffes  of  the  French  patriots.     Mr.  Sheridan's  Jpeech  upon 
the  fame  occafion,     Declares  his  entire  difference  of  opinion  from  Mr.  Burke* 
'  Defends  the  French  revolution,     apologizes  for  its  exceffes.     Charges  Mr. 
Burke  with  being  an  advocate  for  defpotifm.     Compliments  the  marquis  de 
Jm  Fayette, and  other  French  patriots.     His  opinion  of  the  revolution  0/1688. 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  other -members,  rife  to  exprefs  their  obligations  and  gratitude 
XoMr.  Burke  for  the  fentiments  he  hadexpreffed  during  the  debate* 


JFox. 


IT 
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IT  was  impoflible  that  tranfa&ions  the  conftitution,  without  convulfion, 

of  the  kind  we  have  juft  been  re-  perhaps  without  conteft,  was  almoft 

lating,  mould  not,  in  every  point  of  a  neceflary  confequence. 
view,  forcibly  attraft  the  attention        Whilft  the  affairs  of  France  wore 

of  all  the  furrounding  nations   of  this  promifmg  afpe&,  the  Englifh 

Europe.    But,  to  the  people  of  thefe  nation  Teemed  difpofed  to  congratu- 

kingdoms,  they  became,  at  an  early  late,  with  fmcerity,  its  ancient  rival 

period,  from  feveral  peculiar  circum-  upon  the  dawn  of  its  liberty.     A 

fences,  a  fubject  matter  of  a  more  laudable   partiality   for   their  own 

direct,  as   well  as  ferious  intereft.  country  had,  indeed,  excited  appre- 

Before  we  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  henfions  in  fome,  that  France,  by 

detail  of  our  parliamentary  proceed-  availing  itfelf  of  the  advantages  of  a 

kjgs,  it  will  be  neceftary  to  give  a  free  conftitution,  might  become  a 

(hort  account  of  the  general  impref-  more  powerful,  and  confequently  a 

fion  which  the  tranfadions  of  France  more  dangerous  neighbour:  whilft 

Blade  upon   the  public   mind ;    to  others,  led  away  by  the  fafhionable 

point  out  the  different  views  they  theories  of  the  day,  conceived,  that 

foggefted  to  political  parties,  and  the  whatever  temptations  to  ambition 

firft  appearance  of  a  defign  to  form  France  might  derive  from  its  future 

a  common  caufe.  between  the  fpe-  profperity,  they  would  be  more  than 

dilative  reformers  of  our  own  na-  counterbalanced  by  thofe  principles 

tkm,  and  -the  levelling  party,  which  of  equity  and   moderation,  which 

(bon  became  all-powerfHl,  in  France,  might  be  expected  to  prevail  under 

The  reader  will  have  remarked  its  new  fyftem  of  government,  in 

the  many  favourable  circumftances,  proportion  to  the  predominance  of  the 

qnder  which  the  ftates-general  of  popular  interefts  in  it.   This  latter  o- 

France  were  at  firft  affembled,  and  pinion  had  its  advocates  particularly 

which  Teemed  to  require  but  an  ordi-  amongft  thofe,  who  were  admirers  of 

aarydegree  of  public  virtue  andpoli-  republican  forms  of  government,  and 

heal  prudence  to  improvethem  into  willing  to  caft  an  odium 

the  moft  important  ad  vantages.  With  narchy  by  attributing  al 

aipirit  of  conceffion  tending  to  faci-  which  have  defolated  th< 

luy,thereprefentativesofthetwofiril  the  ambition  and  avarice 
orders,  the  clergy  and  the  nobility,        Such,  in  general,  were  tnTBpini- 

weie  empowered,  by  the  inftru&ions  ons  which  floated  upon  the  public 

of  their  refpecHve  conftituents,  to  mind ;  and  rather  as  matter  of  cu- 

concede  upon  almoft  all  the  points,  rious  fpeculation,  than  of  national 

which  had  ever  been  considered  as  eoncern.     But  upon  what  a  fuperfi- 

iuvidious,  or  were  then  in  difpute,  cial  view  of  things  thefe  opinions* 

and  particularly  thofe  of  pecuniary  were  formed,  in  all  their  parts,  the 

privileges.     Every  thing  that  could  events,  that  have  fince  happened, 

be  required  from  a  prince,  to  whom  have  -fully   evinced.      The    evils, 

the  happinefs  of  his -people  had  ever  however,  which  at' that  time  exifted 

been  the  object,  neareft  his  heart,  only  in  their  principle!,  or  in  fuch 

was  to  be  reckoned  upon  as- certain;  effects  as  might  be  fuppofed  occa- 

apd,  amongft  the  reft,  the  future  pe-  ikxial  or  collateral,  did  not  even 

nodical  meetings  of  the  dates,  by  then  efcape  more  experienced  ob- 

wlach  the  gradual  improvement  of  fervers.    -They  were  developed  and 

purfued 
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purfued  to  the  dreadful  confequences,  the  credit  it  gave  to  the  exaggerated 
which  have  fince  enfued.     Before  accounts  given  by  their  journalifts  of* 
theclofe  of  the  year  1785),  a  cele-  the  general  prevalence  of  their  prin- 
brated  member  of  the  Britifh  par-  ciples,  contributed,  in  no  fmall  de- 
liament,  in  a  work,  which  will  re-  gree,   to  encourage  the   prevalent 
main  to  the  lateft  pofterity  as  a  mo-  faction  to  the  perpetration  of  thoie 
nument   of  enlightened  patriotifm  dreadful  excefl'es,  which  they  were 
and  unrivalled  political  judgment,  afterwards  wrought  up  to  commit, 
hot  only  warned  the  French  nation         Such  were  the  zeal  and  activity 
6f  the  dreadful  precipice,  upon  which  of  the  French  agitators,  and  fiich 
it  flood,  but  foretold,  with  a  circum-  the   extent  and  boldnefs   of  their 
ftantial    exadlnefs,    thefe    horrors,  plans,  that  it  is  notorious,  that  there 
which,  though  fince  acted  almoil  un-  was  no  part  of  Europe  in  which  their 
derour  eyes,  we  hefitate  to  believe,  agents  were  not  eftablifhed  for  the 
At  the  fame  time,  he  laid  open  to  purpofe  of  difleminating  their  per- 
the  view  of  all  Europe,  the  defigns  nicious   principles.      Great-Britain 
of  a  faSion,  which  aimed  directly,  and  Ireland  offered,  upon  many  ob- 
both  from  policy  and   upon  prin-  vious  accounts,  the  faireft  field  to  the 
ciple,  at  the  total  fubverfion  of  all  induftry  of  thefe  democratic  miffion* 
its  eftablifhed  governments,  aries.     It  was  not  neglected,  and 
It  was  evident  to  the  projectors  was  cultivated  not  without  fuccefs. 
of  the  French  revolution,  that  their  Active  and  zealous  partizans  were 
plan  muft  necefiaiily  exceed  the  li-  found    ready    to    co-operate    with 
mits  of  their  own  territory.     Con-  them.     Nor  was  this  confined  to  in* 
fcious  of  the  defperate  lengths   to  dividuals :  but  various  political  fb-' 
which  their  fyftem  led,  and  refolved  cieties,  of  more  or  lefs  ancient  de- 
to  pufh  it  to  its  utmoft  extent,  they  nomination,  made  it  their  bufine(s 
tould  not  expect,  that  either  the  po-  to  propagate  their  principles,  and 
licy  or  generofity  of  the  neighbour-  recommend  their  example.   The  no- 
ing  flates  would  fufFer  them  to  re-  bility  of  France  had  not  been  long 
"  mcerned  fpectators  of  the  profcribed  and  the  church  plunder- 
were  preparing  to  aft,  ed,  nor  the  king  many  days  led  cap- 
ive  to  the  principles  efta-  tive  to  Paris,  before  letter*  of  con- 
order  to  juftify  or  produce  gratulation  were  fent  from  feveral  of 
They  favv,  that  it  was  not  thefe  focieties  in  both  kingdoms,  and 
lefs  neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  a  regular  official  correfpondence  o- 
general  plan,  than  to  the  execution    pened  between  them  and  the  leaders 
of  that  part,  in  which  they  were  im-  in  France.     In  the  tranfactions  of 
mediately  engaged,  to  involve  the    thefe  focieties,  the  means  by  which 
other  nations,  without  delay,  in  the    the  revolution  was  carried  on  and 
iame  diffractions.      And   notwith-    effected,  if  not  always  praifed,  were 
ftariding  they  failed,  for  the  moft    yet  pronounced  to  be  fan&ified  by 
part,  in  this  attempt,  yet  it  i$  not  to    the  end ;  the  example  was  recom-* 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  countenance    mended  as  a  glorious  pattern  for  the 
they  received  amongft  individuals    imitation    of  mankind,  and    fan* 
iri  foreign  countries,  though  not  at-    guine  expectations  were  held  out* 
tended' with  fatal  confequences  to    that  it  was  but  the  firft,  though. at* 
thefe  court trtes  themfelves,  yet  by    eiTential  and  leading ftep  to  the  gene- 

nl 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      "[6$ 


ral  emancipation  of  Europe.  That 
thefe  public  declarations  might  not 
mifs  their  effect  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people,  they  were  accompanied 
with  plaintive  companions  between 
the  auguft  perfection  of  the  new 
French  conftitution,  and  the  imper- 
fections of  our  own ;  and  the  palm 
of  having  fo  foon  outftripped  their 
ancient  rivals,  in  the  glorious  race 
of  freedom,  was  conceded  with  af- 
fected regret  and  humiliation. 

At  the  fame  time  the  pxefs  teemed 
with  the  moft  daring  libels  upon  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  and  all 
its  cDnftituent  parts.  They  were 
diflributed  gratis,  and  circulated  with 
aftooiming  induftry,  not  only  a- 
mongft  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  com- 
munity, but  through  the  army  and 
th*  navy.  In  thefe  writings  the  peo- 
ple were  invited  to  form  themfelves 
into  clubs  and  focieties,  after  the 
manner  of  the  French;  and  many 
were  actually  formed  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  moft  populous  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  avowedly  affiliated  (to 
ufe  an  expreffion  of  their  own)  by 
the  democratic  clubs  in  France. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
which  took  place  on  Thurfday  the 
Jift  day  of  January. 

In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  his 
majefty,  after  expreffing  his  concern 
at  the  continuance  of  the  war  on  the 
continent,  and  lamenting  the  inter- 
nal commotions  which  diiturbed  the 
tranquillity  of  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, informed  the  two  houfes,  that 
he  continued  to  receive  aflurances 
of  the  good  difpofition  of  all  foreign 
powers  towards  thefe  kingdoms ;  and 
that  he  was  perfuaded  they  would 
entertain  with  him  a  deep  and  grate- 
ful fenfe  of  the  favour  of  providence 
in  continuing  to  his  fubjects  the  in- 
treafing  advantages  of  peace ;  and 
Vol.XXXIL 
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the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thbfe 
invaluable  bleffings  which  they  had 
fo  long  derived  from  our  excellent 
conftitution. 

After  the  ufual  demand  of  fupplies 
for  the  fervices  of  the  year,  he  in- 
formed them  of  the  nieaiures  he  had 
been  under  the  neceffity  of  taking, 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  for 
preventing  the  exportation  and  fa- 
cilitating the  importation  of  corn, 
and  that  he  had  directed  a  copy  of 
the  order  ifTued  for  that  purpofe  to 
be  laid  before  them. 

Before  the  houfe  of  lords  proceed- 
ed to  take  his  majefty's  fpeech  into 
confideration,  the  marquis  of  Bath, 
the  marcfuis  of  Saliibury,  the  earl  of 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  and  the  earl  of 
Fortefcue,  who  had  been  advanced, 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  to 
their  feveral  refpective  ranks  in  the 
peerage,  took  their  feats  with  the 
accuftomed  folemnitics. 

The  ufual  addrefles  were  moved, 
and  feconded  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
by  lord  vifcount  Falmouth  and  lord 
Cathcart;  and  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons by  the  vifcount  Valletort  and 
Mr.  Cawthorne,  and  voted  without 
oppofition  or  debate.  Thevtopics 
chiefly  infilled  upon  by  thfrleveral 
fpeakers,  were  the  notoriety  of  the 
facts  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  theftrfc 
ing  contraft  which  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  "this  nation  exhibited* 
when  compared  with  the  fkuation  of 
almoft  every  other  power  in  Eu- 
rope ;  circumftances  which,  they 
faid,  were  to  be  attributed,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  the  fupeiior  excellence 
of  our  conftitution,  and,  in  the  fe- 
cond,  to  the  wife  and  prudent  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  executive  go- 
.  vernment.— In  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, as  foon  as  the  addrefs  was 
voted,  an  act  of  indemnity  was  order- 
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cd  to  be  brought  in,  refpecYmg  the 
orders  of  council  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  eftimates  for  the  military 
eflabliihments  were  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
were  not  voted  without  fome  objec- 
tions from  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
It  was  obferved  by  Sir  Grey  Coo- 
per, Mr.  Marlham,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
that  eight  years  of  peace  had  elapf- 
ed,  and  that  the  military  eftimates 
were  not  yet  reduced  even  to  the 
peace  eftablifhment  of  1775*  though 
the  committee  of  finance,  which  fat 
in  the  year  1786,  had  prefumed  upon 
a  ftill  greater  reduction.  That  there 
was  nothing  in  the  actual  iituation 
of  affairs  that  called  for  this  extra- 
ordinary military  force  :  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  his  Majefty  had  af- 
fured  them  of  the  pacific  difpofition 
of  all  the  foreign  powers ;  that  our 
antient  rival  and  enemy,  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  internal  disturbances, 
would  probably  be  difabled  from 
giving  us  any  moleflation  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years ;  and,  laftly,  that  the 
alliances  we  had  made,  and  the  fub- 
iidiary  yeeaties  we  had  entered  into 
on  tag  coajtinent,  inafmuch  as  they 
mdtjpBBiflie  chances  of  our  being 
involved  in  war,  were  proportiona- 
lly mifchievous,  if  they  did  not  en- 
able its  to  reduce  our  expences  in 
time  of  peace. 

To  thefe  arguments  it  was  an- 
fwered  in  general  by  Mr.  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  that  though  there  was 
no  reafon  at  prefent  to  apprehend 
that  we  mould  be  engaged  in  hofti- 
lities  with  any  foreign  power;  yet 
the  unfetticd  ilate  of  Europe,  and  the 
internal  firuation  of  feveral  parts  of 
it,  made  it  neceflary  for  us.  to  keep 
ourfelves  in  fiich  a  ftate,  as  might 
enable  us  to  acl  with  vigour  and 
effect,  if  occafion  mould  require. 
That  it  was  a  prepofterous  aconpmy 


to  tempt  an  attack  by  our  weakneft, 
anfl  for  a  miferable  prefent  faving 
to  hazard  a  great  future  expence. 
That  our  foreign  alliances,  which 
had  been  approved  of  by  all  parties 
as  neceflary  for  the  preservation  of 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
upon  which  the  permanence  of  its 
tranquillity  depended,  could  only  be 
rendered  effectual  for  that  purpofe, 
by  our  being  able  to  fupport  them 
with  an  adequate  force ;  and,  laftry, 
that  it  would  be  found  upon  an  exa- 
mination of  the  detail  of  all  our  mi- 
litary eftablifhments,  that  they  could 
not  with  common  prudence  be  re- 
duced to  a  narrower  fcale. 

In  die  courfe  of  the  debate  upon 
this  fubject,  Mr.  Fox  took  occafion 
to  remark,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
French  foldiers,  during  the  late  com- 
motions,  tended  greatly  to  remove 
one  of  the  objections,  which  he  had 
always  entertained  agaii\ft  Handing* 
armies.  That  army,  by  refufing  to 
obey  the  dictates  of  the  court,  hao* 
fet  a  glorious  example  to  all  the  mi- 
litary of  Europe,  and  had  (hewn,  that 
men,  by  becoming  foldiers,  did  not  . 
ceafe  to  be  citizens. 

This  remark  did  not  pafs  without 
animadveriion  at  the  time  it  was 
made.  Colonel  Phipps  begged  leave 
to  enter  his  proteft  againft  die  com- 
pliment which  had  been  paid  to  the 
profeffion,  to  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  belong,  fofar  as  it  was  con-* 
ne&ed  with  any  approbation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  army. 
He  conceived,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Britifti  army  in  the  year  1780, 
might  have  furnifhed  the  right  ho-  ; 
nourable  gentleman  with  a  much 
more  unexceptionable  ground  of 
panegyric.  He  would  there  have, 
found  the  foldiery  of  this  nation  not 
joinipg  thofe,  who  were  riotoufly 
disturbing  the  public  peace  an4 
fcattcring  ruin  among  individuals; 
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riot  the  firft,  ia  violation  of  their 
oaths  and  of  their  allegiance,  to  head 
anarchy  and  rebellion;  but  men 
really  feeling  as  citizens  and  fol- 
diers,  patiently  fubmitting  to  the  in- 
folts  of  the  populace,  and,  in  fpite  of 
provocation,  maintaining  the  laws 
and  afting  under  the  conliituted  au- 
thorities of  the  realm. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  when 
the  military  eftimates  were  reported 
from  the  committee,  a  further  debate 
took  place ;  in  which  Mr.  Fox  hav- 
ing again  let  fell  fome  expreffions  of 
applaufe  of  the  French  revolution, 
Mr.  Burke  rofe,  and  after  a  few  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  general  Jiate  of 
Europe,  as  k  adeemed  the  qucftion 
ofencreafing  or  diminifhing  the  mi- 
litary force  of  Great  Britain;  he 
adverted,  in  a  more  particular  man- 
her,  to  the  fituation  of  France.  That 
country,  he  remarked,  by  the  mere 
^rcumftance  of  its  vicinity,  ought 
to  be  the  firll  object  of  our  vigilance, 
not  only  with  regard  to  her  actual 
power,  but  alfb  to  her  influence  and 
example,  which  had  once  been,  and 
might  again  become,  more  danger- 
ous to  us  than  her  word  hoftility. 
He  inftanced  the  earlier  part  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  and 
the  difficulty,  with  which  the  patriots 
of  tjiat  day  ftruggled  in  this  country 
againft  the  influence  of  an  example, 
which,  by  its  fplendor  and  fuccefs, 
had  not  only  captivated  our  then  fo- 
tereigns  king  Charles  and  king 
James,  but  gained  fomething  upon 
til  ranks  of  people'.  The  danger,  in 
the  laft  age,  he  obferved,  was  from 
in  example  of  defpotifm  in  govern- 
ment, and  of  intolerance  m  reli- 
gion. In  the  prefent  the  difeafe 
Was  altered,  but  it  was  far  more 
likely  to  be  contagious ;  it  was  on 
the  fide  of  religion,  atheifm,  and, 
with  regard  to  government,  anar- 
*Ky£  it  was  the  danger  of  being  led 


though  an  admiration  of  fuccefsfui 
fraud  and  violence,  to  an  imitation; 
of  the  excefTes  of  an  irrational,  un- 
principled, profcribing,  confifcating; 
plundering,  ferocious,  bloody,  and 
tyrannical  democracy. 

He  then  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  the  very  worft  part  of  the  ex- 
ample fet  us  in  France  was,  in  his 
opinion,  the  late  afTumption  of  citi* 
zenihip  by  the  army.  As  this  opi- 
nion was  in  direct  oppofition  to  the 
fentiments  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke; 
exprefTed  the  great  regret  he  felt  in 
di tfering  from  his  right  honourable 
friend ;  and  after  pronouncing  a  fine 
panegyric  upon  his  fuperior  abili- 
ties, and  bearing  testimony  to  the 
natural  moderation,  difmterefted- 
nefs,  and  benevolence  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  he  begged  the  houfe  to  judge 
from  his  coming  forward  to  mark 
an  expreflion  or  two  of  his  beft 
friend,  'how  anxious  he  was  to  keep 
the  diftemper  of  France  from  the 
leaft  countenance  in  England,  where; 
he  was  fure,forhe  wicked  nerfons  had 
fhewn  a  ftrong  difpofition  to  recom- 
mend an  imitation  of  the  French  fpi- 
rit  of  reform  ;  fo  ftrongly,  he  faid; 
was  he  oppofed  to  any  the  leaft  ten- 
dency towards  the  means  of  intro- 
ducing a  democracy  like  theirs,  as 
well  as  to  the  end  itfelf,  that  he 
would  abandon  his  bell  friends,  and 
join  with  his  worft  enemies,  to  op- 
pofe  either  the  means  or  the  end. 

Mr.  Burke  then  took  a  concife 
view  of  what  had  been  lately  dond 
in  France.  That  nation,  he  obferv- 
e<?,  had  gloried  (and  fome  people  iri 
England  had  thought  fit  to  take 
fhare  in  that  glory)  m  making  a  re- 
volution ;  as  if  revolutions  were 
good  things  in  themfelves.  All  the 
horrors  and  all  the  crimed  of  the 
anarchy,  which  led  to  their  revolu- 
tion, which  attend  its  progrefs,  and 
which  may  virtually  attend  it  in  its 
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eftabliihment,  pafs  for  nothing  with 
the  lovers  of  revolutions.  The 
French  have  made  their  way,  thro* 
the  deftructien  of  their  country,  to  a 
bad  conftitution,  when  they  were  ab- 
folutely  in  pofleffion  of  a  good  one. 
They  were  in  poflefiion  of  it  the  day 
the  States  met  in  feparate  orders. 
Their  bufmefs,  had  they  been  either 
virtuous,  or  wife,  or  had  been  left  to 
their  own  judgment,  was  to  fecure 
the  {lability  and  independence  of 
the  States,  according  to  thofe  orders^ 
under  the  monarch  on  the  throne. 
It  was  then  their  duty  to  redrefs 
grievances. 

Inftead  of  redrefling  grievances, 
and  improving  the  fabric  of  their 
ftate,  to  which  they  were  called  by 
their  monarch,  and  fent  by  their 
country,  they  were  made  to  take  a 
very  different  courfe.  They  firft 
deftroyed  all  the  balances  and  coun- 
terpoifes,  which  ferve  to  fix  the  ftate 
and  to  give  it  a  fteady  direction, 
and  which  fumilh  fure  correctives 
id  any  violent  fpirit  which  may  pre- 
vail in  any  of  the  orders.  Thefe 
balances  exirted  in  their  oldeft  con- 
ftitution, and  in  the  conftitution  of 
this  country,  and  in  the  conftitution 
of  all  tfirconntries  in  Europe.  Thefe 
they  raftily  deftroyed,  and  then  they 
melted  down  the  whole  into  one  in- 
congruous, ill-connected  mafs. 

When  they  had  done  this,  they 
inftantly,  with  the  moil  atrocious 
perfidy  and  breach  of  all  faith  among 
men,  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  all 
property,,  and  confequently  of  all 
national  profperity,  by  the  princi- 
ples they  eftabjifhed,  and  the  exam- 
ple they  fet,  in  confifcating  all  the 
pofleffions  of  the  church.  They 
made  and  recorded  a  fort  of  in  di- 
lute and  digeft  of  anarchy,  called  the 
rights  of  man,  in  fuch  a  pedantic 
abufe  of  elementary  principles  as 
wovldhave  difgraced  boys  at  fchool; 


but  this  declaration  of  rights  waJ 
worfe  than  trifling  and  pedantic  in 
them  ;  as  by  their  name  and  autho- 
rity, they  fvftematicaljy  deftroyed 
every  hold  of  authority  by  opinion, 
religious  or  civil,  on  the  minds  of 
the  people.  JJy  this,  mad  declara- 
tion, they  fubverted  the  ftate,  and 
brought  on  fuch  calamities  as  no 
country,  without  a  long  war,  has 
ever  been  known  to  fuffer,  and 
which  may  in  the  end  produce  fuch 
a  war,  and,  perhaps,  many  iuch. 
Should  they  even  perfectly  fucceed 
in  what  they  propofe,  as  they  were 
likely  enough  to  do,  and  eftablifh  a 
democracy,  or  a  mob  of  democra- 
cies, in  a  country  circumftanced  like  . 
France,  they  would  eftablifh  a  very 
bad  government — a  very  bad  fpecies 
of  tyranny. 

But  the  worft  effect  of  all  their 
proceedings,  he  faid,  was  on  their 
military.  If  the  queftion  was,  whe- 
ther foldiers  were  to  forget  they 
were  citizens,  as  an  abftract  propo- 
fition,  he  could  have  no  difference 
about  it ;  though,  as  it  is  ufual, 
when  abftract  principles  are  to  be 
applied,  much  was  to  be  thought  on 
the  manner  of  uniting  the  character 
of  citizen  and  foldier.  But  as"  a|N 
plied  to  the  events  which,  bad  Hap- 
pened in  France,  where *the  abftraft 
principle  was  clothed  with  its  cir- 
cumftances,  he  thought  that  his 
friend  would  agree  with  him,  that 
what  was  done  there  furnifhed  no 
matter  of  exultation,  either  in  the 
act  or  the  example.  It  was  not  an 
army  embodied  under  the  refpecta- 
ble  patriot  citizens  of  the  ftate  in 
refilling  tyranny.  Nothing  like  it. 
It  was  the  cafe  of  commoirtbldier* 
deferting  from  their  officers,  to  join 
a  furious,  licentious  populace. 

He  exprefled  his  concern  that  this 
ftrange  thing,  called  a  Revolution 
in  France,  ftiould  be  compared  with 

the 
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the  glorious  event,  commonly  called 
the  Revolution  in  England ;  and  the 
conduct  of  the  foldiery,  on  that  oc- 
Cafion,  compared  with  the  behaviour 
of  fome  of  the  troops  of  France  in 
the  prefent  inftance.  At  that  pe- 
riod, the  prince  of  Orange,  a  prince 
of  the  blood  royal  In  England,  was 
called  in  by  the  flower  of  the  Eng- 
lifh ariftocracy  to  defend  its  ancient 
conftitution,  and  not  to  level  all  dis- 
tinctions. To. this  prince,  fo  in- 
cited, the  ariftocratic  leaders  who 
commanded  the  troops,  Vent  over 
with  their  feveral  corps,  in*  bodies, 
to  the  deliverer  of  their  country. 
Military  obedience  changed  its  ob- 
ject; but  military  difcipline  was  not 
for  a  moment  interrupted  in  its  prin- 
ciple. 

But  as  the  conduct  of  the  Englifh 
armies  was  different,  fo  was  that  of 
the  whole  Englifh  nation  at  that 
time.  In  truth,  -the  circumftances 
of  our  revolution  (as  it  is  called) 
and  that  of  France,  are  juft  the  re- 
verfe  of  each  other  in  almoft  every 
particular,  and  in  the  whole  fpirit  of 
the  tranfaction.  What  we  did  was 
in  truth  and  fubftance,  and  in  a  con- 
stitutional light,  a  revolution,  not 
made,  but  prevented.  We  took  fo- 
Md  fecurities;  we  fettled  doubtful 
quefHons;  we  corrected  anomalies 
in  our  law.  Jn  the  liable,  funda- ' 
mental  parts  of  our  conftitution  we 
made  no  revolution;  no,  nor  any 
alteration  at  all.  We  did  not  im- 
pair the  monarchy:  perhaps  it  might 
be  fhewn,  that  we  ftrengthened  it 
very  confiderably.  The  church  was 
«ot  impaired.  The  nation  kept  the 
feme  ranks,  the  fame  privileges,  the 
feme  franchifes,  the  fame  rules  for 
property.  The  church  and  the  ftate 
were  the  fame  after  the  revolution 
fhat  they  were  before,  but  better  fe- 
f  ared  in  every  part. 

Accordingly  the  £ate  flouriftjed. 


Inftead  of  lying  as  dead,  in  a  fort  of 
trance,  or  expofed,  as  fome  others, 
in  an  epileptic  fit,  to  the  pity  or  de- 
rifion  of  the  world,  for  her  wild,  ri-  v 
diculous,  convulfive  movements,  im- 
potent to  every  purpofe  but  that  of 
darning  out  her  brains  againft  the 
pavement,  Great  BFitain  role  above 
the  ftandard,  even  of  her  former  fel  f. 
An  asra  of  a  more  improved  domes- 
tic profperity  then  commenced,  and 
Hill  continues,  not  only  unimpaired, 
but  growing,  under  the  walling  hand 
of  time. 

This  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke  was 
received  with  great  and  general  ap- 
plaufe.    As  foon  as  he  fat  down,  Mr, 
Fox  j-ofe  and  fa  id,  that  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  had  mixed  his  re- 
marks upon  what  he  had  faid  with 
fo  much  perfonal  kindnefs  towards 
him,  that  he  felt  himjelf  under  a  dif- 
ficulty in  making  any  return,  left 
the  houfe  mould  doubt  his  fmcerity, 
and  con/ider  what  he  might  fay  as 
a  mere  difcharge  of  a  debt  of  com- 
pliments.    He  mull,  however,  de- 
clare, that  fuch  was  his  fenfe  of  the 
judgment  of  his  right  honourabl* 
friend,  and  fuch  the  eftimaiion  in 
which  he  held  his  friendship,  that  if 
he  were  to  put  all  the  political  in- 
formation which  he  had  learnt  from 
books,  all  which  he  had  gained  from 
fcience,  and  all  which  any  know- 
ledge  of  the  world  and  its  affairs 
had  taught  him,  into  one  fcale,  and 
the' improvement,  which  he  had  de- 
rived  from  his    right    honourable 
friend's  inftruttion  and  converfation, 
were  placed  in  the  other,  he  mould 
be  at  a  lofs  to  decide,  to  which  to 
give  the  preference. 

With  refpeft  to  the  approbation 
he  had  expreffed  of  the  late  conduct 
of  the  French  military,  and  his  ex* 
ukation  apon  the  revolution,  which 
had  ta^en  place  in  that  country, 
Mr.  Tox  faid,  he  /hould  {till  main- 
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fain  that  he  was  not  wrong  in  fo  do- 
ing.   But  he  hoped  that  no  perfon 
would  thence  infer,  either  that  he 
was  a  friend  to  democracy,  or  ap- 
proved of  the  excefles  which  had 
peen  committed  in  France.    With 
refpeQ:  to  the  former  point,  he  de- 
clared himfelf  equally  the  enemy  of 
alll  abfolute  forms  of  government, 
whether  an  abfolute  monarchy,  an 
abfolute  ariftocracy,  or  an  abfolute 
democracy,  and  approved  only  of  a 
mixed  government,  like  our  own. 
But  though  he  mould  never  lend 
kimfelf  to  fupport   any   cabal  or 
fcheme,  formed  in  order  to  intro- 
duce dangerous  innovations  into  our 
excellent    conftitution ;    he   would 
not,  however,  run- the  length  of  de- 
claring, that  he  was  an  enemy  to 
every  fpecies  of  innovation,  becaufe 
that  conftitution,  which  we  all  re- 
vered, owed  its  perfection  to  inno- 
vation.    He  differed  greatly  from 
Mr.  Burke  in  his  opinion  of  the  re- 
volution of  1688,  in  which  he  con- 
ceived that  many  innovations  had 
taken  place,  and  he  thought  that  cafe 
was  certainly  more  parallel  to  the 
revolution  in  France  than  his  right 
honourable  friend  fcemed  willing  to 
allow.   With  regard  to  the  fcenes  of 
bloodfhed   and  cruelty  which  had 
been  a&cd  in  France,  no  man  could 
have  heard  of  them  without  lament- 
ing them ;  but  ftill  when  the  fevere 
tyranny,  under  which  that  people 
had  fo  long  groaned,  was  confidered, 
the  exceiTes  which  they  committed, 
in  their  endeavour  to  fhake  off  the 
yoke  of  defpotifm,  might,  he  thought, 
be  fptjeen  of  with  fome  degree  of 
companion ;   and  he  was  perfuaded 
that,  unftttled  as  their  prefent  ftate 
appeared,  it  was  preferable  to  their 
former  condition,  and  thar.ultimate- 
ly  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of 
that  country. 


After  a  fhort  explanation  frost 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and 
faid,  that  the  very  rcafons  which 
Mr.  Burke  had  given  for  expreffing 
the  fentiments,  which  he  had  that  day 
uttered,. namely,  an  apprehenfion  of 
being  fuppofed  to  acquiefce  in  the 
opinions  of  thofe,  for  whom  he  en- 
tertained the  higheft  regard  .and 
with  whom  he  had  uniformly  a€Ud* 
operated  alfb  on  his  mind,  and  made 
him  feel  it  a  duty  to  declare,  that  he 
differed  decidedly  from  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  in  almoft 
every  word  that  he  had  uttered  re- 
fpefting  the  French  revolution. 
Mr.  Sheridan  added  fome  warm 
compliments  to  Mr.  Burke's  general 
principles ;  but  faid,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  how  it  was  ponible  for 
a  perfon  of  fuch  principles,  or  for 
any  man  who*  valued  our  own  con- 
ftitution, and  revered  the  revolution 
that  obtained  it  for  us,  to  unite  with 
ftrch  feelings  an  indignant  and  un- 
qualified abhorrence  of  aH  the  pro-* 
ceedings  of  the  patriotic  party  in 
France. 

He  conceived,  he  faid,  theirs  to 
be  as  juft  a  revolution  as  ours,  pro- 
ceeding upon  as  found  a  principle 
and  a  greater  provocation,  and  ve- 
hemently defended  the  general  views 
and  conduct  of  the  national  afTem- 
bly.  He  joined  with  Mr.  Burke  in 
•abhorring  the  cruelties  that  had  been 
committed ;  but  what,  he  faid,  was 
the  awful  lefloh  that  was  to  be  ga- 
thered from  the  outrages  of  the  po- 
pulace? .What,  but  an  abhorrence 
of  that  accurfed  fyftem  of  defpotic 
government,  which  fets  an  example 
of  depravity  to  the  flaves  it  rules 
over :  and  if  a  day  of  power  comes 
to  the  wretched  populace,  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  however  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  they  aft  without  any 
of  thofe  feelings  of  juft  ice  or  hu-* 

manity, 
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inanity,  which  the  principles  and 
practice  of  the  governors  had  {trip- 
ped them  of? 

Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  feveral 
other  topics  reipe&ing  the  French 
revolution,  and  charged  Mr.  Burke 
with  being  an  advocate  for  defpo- 
tifm,  and  with  having  fpoken  of  the 
national  aflembly  with  an  unwar- 
rantable freedom  of  fpeech. 

After  paying  fome  high  compli- 
ments to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
moafieur  Baily,  and  others  of  ihp 
French  patriots,  Mr.  Sheridan  con- 
cluded, with  expreffing  a  farther 
difference  with  Mr.  Burke  with  re- 
foeft  to  our  own  revolution  of  i6&3, 
He  had  ever  been  accultomed  to 
tonfider  it  as  the  glorious  aera  that 
gave  real  and  efficient  freedom  to 


this  country,  and  eftablifhed,  on  a 
permanent  bafis,  thofe  facred  pria* 
ciples  of  government,  and  reve- 
rence for  the  rights  of  men,  which 
he,  for  one,  could  not  value  here, 
without  wifhing  to  fee  them  diffofed 
throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Burke  made  a  fhort  reply  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  after  wlpch  Mr.  Pitt 
and  feveral  other  members  exp retted 
their  concurrence  with  Mr.  Burke 
in  the  fentiments  he  had  delivered, 
and  their  fenfe  of  the  obligation  he 
had  conferred  upon  his  country  by 
the  part  he  had  that  day  taken. 

The  eitimates  delivered  in  for  the 
fervice  of  the  army  and  ordnance, 
were  then  voted  by  the  houfe  with- 
out alteration, 


CHAP. 


IV. 


The  dijfenters  encouraged,  by  the/mall  majority  by  which  tbe  motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  teft  and  corf  or  at  ion  ad  was  rejeSed  tbe  laft  feffion,  to  renew 
their  application.     Steps  taken  by  them  tofupfort  it.     Alarm  of  tbe  friendt 
of  tbe  eft ablijhed  church.     Mr.  Fox'sjpeecb  upon  moving  for  tbe  repeal.    His 
general  principles  of  toleration.     His  opinion  of  tbe  impolicy  and  injuftice  of 
tbe  teft  laws.  -Argues from  the  merits  of  the  dijfenters.     Urges  tbe  example 
of  France.     Cenfures  the  conduit  of  tbe  bijbop  of  St.  David's.     Concludes 
with  declaring  bis  determination  to  fupport  the  queftion  he  bad  brought  for- 
ward upon  every  future  occafion.     Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.     He  objects 
to  its  extent,  and  tbe  principles  on  which  it  wasfupported.     Is  of  opinion  it 
might  ajfed  thefecurity  of  the  church.     He  confiders  tbe  teft  a&s  as  proper 
refiraints  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.     Animadverts  on  tbe  attempts  of 
the  dijjenters  to  influence  members  of  parliament*     Thinks  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  truft  them  with  power.     And  that  tefts,  thefeverify  of  which  could 
bt  occafionally  mitigated,  were  neceffary  to  enable  government  to  ward  off' 
danger  in  cafes  of  necejfity.     Mr.  Burke  concurs  with  Mr.  Fox  in  his  prin- 
ciples of  toleration ;  but  thinks  tbe  dijfenters,  at  tbe  prefent  moment,  not  in- 
filled, to  indulgence.     Charges  them  with  factious  and  dangerous  practices,, 
and  reads  various  papers  in  fupport  of  his  charge.    Suggefts  the  propriety  of 
a  new  teft,,  and  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  their  recent  conduit.     Mr. 
Fox's  motion  rejecled  by  a  majority  of  294  to  105.     Motion  by  Mr.  Flood 
fir  a  reform  in  parliament.     States  tbe  inadequacy  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
xrepreJen'tation.     Propofes  one  hundred  additional  members  to  be  cbofen  by  re- 
fidenrbou/ekeepers.     His  arguments  to  prove  the  necejpty  of  a  reform.     An- 
f*xrs  objefiiom.    %he  motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  tFyndbam.    He  offer  is,  that 
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the  houfe  of  commons,  as  at  prefent  confiituted,  is  adequate  for  all  Beneficial 
purpofes.  Anfivers  the  objections  relative  to  the  American  war.  Deprecates 
innovations  founded  upon  theories.  QbjeBs  to  the  time  as  dangerous,  Mr* 
Pitt  objeds  to  the  motion  as  ill-timed.  Sir  James  John/lone* s  objections. 
Mr.  Fox  fupports  the  motion,  and  anfwers  the  objeclion  of  its  being  ill- 
timed.  Mr.  Burke  in  reply.  Other  fpeakers  on  both  Jides  the  quefiion. 
^The  motion  agreed  to  be  withdrawn.  * 


THE  very  fmall  majority  by 
which  Mr.  Beaufoy's  motion 
for  the  relitf  of  proteftant  diflenters 
had  beeh  rejected  laft  year  *>,  jufti- 
fied  the  perieverance  of  that  body 
in  renewing  their  application  to  par- 
liament, and  could  not  fail  of  giving 
them  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
Another  application  was  immediate- 
ly determined  upon,  to  be  mad£  in 
the  prefent  feffions,  and  the  interval 
was  employed,  with  indefatigable  in- 
duftryrin  making  every  poflible  ex- 
ertion to  fortify  their  caufe,  both  by 
feneral  appeals  to  the  people,  and 
y  an  active  canvas  of  individual 
members  of  parliament.  The  cir- 
cumftance  of  an  approaching  gene- 
rat  election  was  alfo  thought  fa- 
vourable to  their  attempt,  on  ac- 
count  of  their  great  weight  and 
influence  in  many  counties  and  cor- 
porations, and  their  avoweds  deter- 
mination to  exert  them,  on  the  en-* 
fuing  occafion,  in  the  fupport  of  fuch 
candidates  only,  as  were  known,  or 
ihould  prorr.ife,  to  be  their  fup- 
portets.  At  the  fame  time  it  ap- 
pears, that  they  wilhed  to  confoli- 
oate  with  their  own,  the  intereft  of 
the  Roman  catholic  diflenters,  and 
probably  expected,  that  they  Ihould 
derive  fome  accefiion  of  ftrength 
from  that  quarter,  by  extending  their 
application  fo  as  to  include  in  it  the 
members  of  that  perfuafion.  Their 
caufe,  thus  promifing  and  thus  fup- 
ported,  it  was  refolved  to  entruft,  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  to  the  zeal 
2nd  talents  of  Mr.  Fox. 

•  See  Annual  Remitter  for 


On  the  other  hand>  the  friends  of 
the  eftablifhed  church,  alarmed  by 
the  activity  and  confidence  of  their 
opponents,  exhibited  fome  fymptonuj 
of  vigour  in  preparing  for  its  de- 
fence. Appeals  were  anfwered"  by 
appeals,  and  in  one  in  fiance,  at  lealt,  * 
an  eminent  prelate  of  the  church 
was  found  to  have  ufed  his  influence 
amongft  his  clergy  in  oppofition  to  a 
parliamentary  candidate,exprefslyoh, 
account  of  his  haying  voted  for  the 
repeal  of  the  corporation  and  teft  acts. 
But  what  contributed  moil  efpecially 
to  prejudice  the  public  mindagainit. 
the  claims  of  the  diflenters,  was  the 
violence  with  which  lome  of  theif 
leaders  engaged  in  the  politics  of  the- 
times,  their  known  correfpondence 
with  France,  ar.d  their  open  avowal, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  offcnfive  act: 
Vas  not  fought  for  as  their  main  ob- 
ject, but  as  a  ftep  towards  a  total 
demolition  of  ail  church  eftablifli- 
ments.  Even  fome  of  the  moft  mo- 
derate and  moft  refpectable  of  their 
own  party,  alarmed  or  difgufted  at 
the  fpirit  of  their  proceedings,  re-r 
fufed  to  concur  in  the  propofed  ap- 
plication. 

On  Tuefday  the  fecohd  of  March, 
Mr.  Fox,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he 
had  given,  brought  the  fubject  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons,  which, 
was  one  of  the  fullertthat  had  been, 
for  fome  time  aflemblcd.  He  be- 
gan his  fpeech  with  obferving,  that 
he  had  not  obtruded  himfelf  upon 
the  occafion,  but  that  he  came  for- 
ward at  the  exprefs  wifh  and  folici- 
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been  to  exclude  anti-monarchical 
men  from  civil,  offices;  but  he  would 
ever  reprobate  fuch  a  procedure  ;  it 
was  acting  under  falfe  pretences ; 
its  tendency  led  to  hypocrify,  and 
ferved  a$  a  reilraint  upon  the  good 
and  confcientious  only.  In  (lead  of 
a  formal  and  direct  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, there  was  an  indirect,,  politi- 
cal teit  reforted  to,  by  means  of  a 
religious  tell ;  although  the  obliga- 
tion of  all  direct  political  tefts  had. 
been  juflly  exploded  by  the  practice 
of  the  country.  Why  not  have  pro- 
pofed  a  monarchical  tell  at  once  ? 
It  would  have  anfwered  the  end  by 
far  more  effectually  than  the  present 
tell  y  for  the  teft  now  given  went 
only  to  guefs  at  a  man's  opinion : 
it  might  admit  thofe  whofe  political 
fentiments  might  be  inimical  to  the 
conftitution,  while  it  operated  di- 
rectly again  ft  others  who  were  a- 
mongft  its  flaunchefl  friends.  With 
refpect  to  the  church,  he  ridiculed 
the  opinion,  thai  it  might  be  endan- 
gered by  the  repeal  of  the  acts,  as 
of  all  others  tKe  moll  unfounded  and 
abfurd.  The  .only  danger  that  the 
church  had  to  apprehend,  was  from 
the  fupine  indolence  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  fuperior  activity  and  zeal  of 
the  diflenters  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  facred  functions. 

Mr.  Fox  then  argued  from  the 
merits  of  the  diflenters,  firft  hiftori- 
cally ;  and  then  contended  generally, 
that  the  political  principles  they  were 
fuppofed  to  entertain  were  lefs  ini- 
mical to  the  Britiih  conilitution, 
than  thofe  of  the  high  churchmen. 

With  refpect  to  French  politics> 
he  did  not  fee  what  the  prefent  quef- 
tion  had  to  do  with  them.  He  re- 
probated the  injuftice  of  imputing 
to  any  body  of  men  the  exception- 
able conduct  of  a  few  individual 
amongft  them,  and  contended,  that 
his  motion  ought  to  be  decided  upon 


tation  of  the  perfons  mod  inte reded 
in  the  fuccefs  of  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  make :  that  it  was  a  fubject 
of  fome  triumph  and  exultation  to 
him,  to  fee  thofe  men,  who  on 
former  occafions  had  acted  with  the 
moll  violent  hoflility  towards  him, 
defiroos,  notwithftanding,  of  entruft- 
ing  their  dcarefl  interefts  to  him. 

The  argument  which  Mr.  Fox 
chiefly  laboured  to  eflablifh  was  of 
this  kind  :  that  religious  tefts  were 
juftifiable  only  upon  a  fuppofition, 
that  men  who  entertained  certain 
fpeculative  opinions,  would  be  led 
by  thofe  opinions  to  commit  actions 
that  were  in  themfelves  immoral  and 
hurtful  tofociety.     Now  it  was  un- 
warrautable,  he  contended,  to  infer 
a  priori,  and  contrary  to  the  profef- 
fions  and  declarations  of  the  perfons 
holding  fuch  opinions,  that   their 
opinions  would  produce  acts  injuri- 
ous to  the  commonweal.     To  pre- 
fume  to  judge  of  other  men's  opi- 
nions, and  to  know  the  confequences 
of  diem  better  than  themfelves,  was 
the  conftant  practice,  and  was  of  the 
very  eflence,  of  perfecution.    How 
little  fpec*ulative  opinions  were,  in 
fad,  to  be  confide  red  as  difqualifi- 
cations  for  being  admitted  into  civil 
employments,  was  evident  from  va- 
rious inftances.     Thofe  who  were 
the  moft  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
prefent  conilitution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  would  not  contend,  that 
the  duke  of  Richmond  ought  to  be 
difqualified  from  being  mailer-gene- 
ral of  the  ordnance,  pr  Mr.  Pitt  from 
being  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,becaufe 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  pre- 
fent mode  of  reprefentation  was  de- 
fective and  called  for  amendment. 
For  the  fame  reafon,  he  did  not  fee 
why-the  church  mould  be  fuppofed 
to  be  in  danger,  though  Dr.  Prieftley 
himfelf  were  at  the  head  of  it.    The 
Object  of  t|ne  teft  laws,  at  firft,  had 
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general  principles.  Yet  he  faw  no  unpopularity  of  the  caufe  he  bad  nft- 
reafon  but  the  example  of  France  dertaken ;  that  he  knew  that  fome 
ought  to  have  its  influence;  the 
church  there  was  now  fuffering  for 
its  former  intolerance.  However  he 
'  might  rejoice  in  the  emancipation 
of  near  thirty  millions  of  his  fel- 
low-creatures, and  in  the  fpirit  which 
gave  rife  to  the  revolution  ;  yet  he 
was  free  to  own  there  were  fome 
ac"b  qf  the  new  government  which 
he  could  not  applaud.  The"  fum- 
inary  and  indifcriminate  forfeiture 
of  the  property  of  the  church  came 
under  this  defcription.  But  the  vio- 
lence of  this  proceeding  might,  in 
fome  meafare,  be  attributed  to  form- 
er ecclefialHcal  oppreffions  ;  and,  in 
particular,  to  the  impolitic  revoca- 
tion of  the  edict  of  Nantes.  Before 
that  period,  there  exifted  no  ted  in 
France;  protectants  and  catholics 
were  indifcriminately  admitted  into 
civil  and  military  offices :  but  by 
that  rafh  meafare,  liberality  and  to- 
leration were  thrown  away;  the 
arts  and  manufactures  were  driven 
into  other  countries,  to  flourifh  in  a 
more  genial  foil,  and  under  a  milder 
fcrm  of  government.  This  mould 
ferve  as  a  caution  to  the  church  of 
England ;  perfecution  may  prevail 
for  a  time,  but  it  generally  termi- 
nates in  the  punifhment  of  its  abet- 
tors. 

After  animadverting  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  bilhop  of  St.  David's,, 
who  had,  about  that  time,  fent  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  clergy  of  his  dio- 
cefe,difluading  them,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  from  giving  their  votes  for  a 
certain  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, on  account  of  his  having  fup- 
ported  the  petition  of  the  difTenters, 
and  thereby  attempted  to  overthrow 
our  ecclefiafucal  conftitution ;  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  an  able,  temperate, 
and  judicious  fpeech,  by  declaring, 
that  he  was  fufficiently  aware  of  the 


of  the  perfons,  whom  he  moft  va~  • 
lued  and  rcfpe&ed,  differed  with  him 
in  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft ;  that  he 
had  no  particular  connexion  with 
the  parties,  who  confide  red  them- 
fclves  as  aggrieved,  but,  on  the  con* 
trary,  that  they  had  been  amongft 
his  moft  violent  political*  enemies; 
but  regarding  their  caufe  as  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  liberty,  he  fhould 
give  it  his  warmeft  fupport  both 
upon  the  prefent  and  on  every  fu- 
ture occaiton.       , 

The  aft  of  the  1 5th  ef  Charles  II. 
«  for  ttye  well  governing  and  regu- 
"  lating  corporations,  &c."  and  the 
aft  of  the  25th  of  Charles  II.  "  for 
"  preventing  dangers  which  may 
"  a  rife  from  popiih  recuiants,  dec" 
having  been  previously  read  at  the 
table,  Mr.  Fox  moved, — «« That  this 
houfe  will  immediately  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  confider  of  fo  much  of  the  faid 
afts  as  requires  perfons,  before  they 
are  admitted  to  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  or  any  place  of  truft  under  ' 
the  crown,  to  receive  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord's  fupper  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land," 

The  motion  was  fecended  by  Sir 
Henry  Heghton,  and  oppofed  in  a 
long  and  able  fpeech  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  began  by  expreffing  his  obliga- 
tions to  Mr.  Fox  for  his  clear  and  ' 
candid  ftatement  of  the  precife  objeft 
of  the  diflenters  in  their  prefent  ap-  * 
plication,  and  of  the  full  extent  to 
which  his  motion  was  intended  to 
be  carried.  Whatever  doubts  he 
might  before  have  entertained  rela- 
tive to  the  expediency  of  admitting 
any  alteration  in  the  afts,  which  had 
been  read,  he  certainly  could  not 
hefitate  a  moment  in  oppofing  their 
direct  and  total  abolition. 

If 
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If  the  principle  that  had  been  lai4 
down  by  Mr.  Fox  was  admitted,  that 
fSions  were  the  only  teft  that  ought 
to  be  reforted  to  in  cafes  like  the 
prefent,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
what  had  always  been  efteemed  one  . 
of  the  tefts  Of  political  wifdom,  the 
policy  of  prevention.  He  considered 
the  church  of  England*  4s  by  law 
eftabliftied,  to  be  fo  eflential  a  part  • 
of  the  confutation,  that  whatever 
endangered  it,  would  neceflarily 
affed  the  fefcurity  of  the  whole ; 
and  therefore  that  it  ought  to  be 
gnarded  with  the  mod  watchful  jea- 
losy. It  was  for  this  reafon,  he 
conceived,  that  the  legiflature  had 
thought  fit  even  to  abridge  one  of 
the  undoubted  prerogatives  of  the 
cfowi,  by  preventing  the  fovereign 
from  employing  perfons  in  offices  of 
truft,  who  could  not  give  a  certain 
pledge  of  their  attachment  to  the 
tftablifhed  government  in  church 
and  ftate.  And  he  reminded  the 
houfe,  that  oar  conftitution  owed  its 
prefent  exigence  to  the  fan&ion  of 
thofe  laws ;  that  had  they  not  ex- 
ited, the  family  of  Stuart  might 
have  been  at  that  time  in  pofleflion 
of  the  throne,  and  that  houfe  de- 
prived of  the  privilege  even  of  de- 
liberating upon  the  queftion  then 
before  them. 

The  confutation,  he  faid,  by 
invefting  the  executive  power  with 
the  fole  appointment  to  offices  of 
truft,  and  making  it  ultimately  re- 
fponfible  for  their  execution,  mult 
be  foppofed  to  have  joined  to  it  the 
power  of  judging  of  the  fitnefs  or 
unfitnefs  of  individuals  to  occupy 
thofe  nations.  In  the  exercife  of 
this  difcretionary  authority,  the  ex- 
ecutive power  might  poflibly  be  in- 
deed, by  peculiar  circumftances,  to 
exclude  fome  certain  defcriptions  of 
pwple;  and  forely  what  the  exe- 
c«ive  government  might  adopt  as 


a  meafure  of  neceflary  policy,  the 
fupreme  legiflative  power  might  l 
enadt  upon  the  fame  grounds  of  ex- 
pediency. The  claim  as  of  right  to* 
civil  offices,'  appeared,  to* him  per- 
fectly dbfurd  and  ridiculous,  unleft 
it  were  agreed,  that  the  offices  in 
queftion  were  created  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  thofe  who  occupied  them, 
and  not  as  trulls  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  distributed- upon  the  principle  of 
public  lottery,  in  which  every  man 
ought  to  have  an  equal  chance  for 
a  prize. 

Having  argued  the  queftion  of 
right,  Mr*  Pitt  proceeded  to  conii- 
fider  that  of  expediency.  And  here 
he  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  a£b  in  queftion  were  ne- 
ceflary to  the  fecurity.  of  the  efta- 
bliftied church.  He  could  not,  he 
faid,  avoid  remarking  a  little  on 
the  conduct  of  ther  dhTenters,  who, 
at  the  moment  they  were  reprobat- 
ing a  teft,  had  pretty  publicly  indi- 
cated an  intention  of  forming  aflb- 
ciations  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try, for  the  purpofe  of  putting  thfc 
members  of  that  houfe  to  a  teft,  and 
of  refolving  to  judge  of  their  fit- 
nefs to  fill  their  feats  by  their  votes 
on  this  fingle  queftion.  They  had 
explained  themfelves  fince  indeed* 
and  declared,  that  they  never  meant 
to  put  a  teft  to  any  one ;  in  the  ex- 
planation, however,  it  appeared  that 
they  had  retained  the  fubftance, 
though  they  had  done  away  the 
word :  for  in  the  refolutions  of 
their  meeting,  figned  by  Mr.  JefFe- 
ries,  it  was  declared,  that  they  meant 
to  give  their  fupport  to  fuch  mem- 
bers as  proved  themfelves  to  be 
friends  to  religious  and  civil  liberty, 
the  true  meaning  of  which  general 
terms  muft  ftrike  every  man.  It 
was  evident,  that  the  diffenters 
would  not  confider  any  one  a  friend 

-to 
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to.  religion*  and  civrl  Kberty,  who 
'did  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
.tell  and  corporation  ads.  In  his 
opinion,  therefore,  they  came  with 
an.  ill  grace  to  folicit  the  repeal  of  a 
left,  when  at  the  fame  moment  they 
threatened  the  houfe  with  one.    . 

He  need  not,  he  faid,  trouble  the 
houfe  to  prove,  that  the  diilenters 
would  exercife  power,  if  put  in  pof- 
fefllon.  of  it;  fince  the  poileffion  of 
power  always  produced  the  inclina- 
tion to  exercife  it;  and,  without 
meaning  to  throw  any  ftigma  on  the 
digesters,  he  coold  not  hefitate.a 
moment  in  foppofiirg  it  probable, 
thatihey  might  feel  inclined  to  ex- 
ercife their  power  to  the  fubverfion 
of  the  eftabliftied  church  ;  it  would 
be  fo  far  from  reprehenfibie  in  them, 
that,  poHcfiing  the  principles  they 
profefs,  and  ading  confcientiouily 
upon  thofe  principles,  it  would  be- 
come their  duty,  as  honeft  men,  to 
make  the  endeavour;  for  thofe  who 
considered  the  eftabliftied  church  to 
be  iinfui  and  bordering' on  idolatry, 
would  nc(  ad  confcientiouily  nor 
confidently,  wriefs  they  exercifed, 
all  the  legal  means  in  their  power  to 
do  away  that  idolatry. 

The  teft  laws  had  been  declared 
ine&actaus  and  nugatory,  as-  the 
legiflatare  had  been  obliged  every 
4c£ion  to  paf>  an  ad  of  indemnity. 
"  If  the  fad  was  fo,  the  complaint  of 
>oppre£jon  moil  ceafe;  for,  from] 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
own  argument  it  was  obvious,  that 
the  Iatts  were  not  inforced.  Al- 
though the  temperate  forbearance 
of  government  from  the  execu- 
tion ef  the  laws  was  truly  laudable, 
when  the  danger  was  neither  immi- 
Bent  r.or  alarming  rta  the  church, 
whofe  .  permanent  fafety  was  tl>eir 
•  objed;  yet,  to  repeal  the  laws  in 
queftion,-  hecaufe  their  execution 
was  cot  always  necefTary,  would  be 


impolitic  in  the  extreme;  as  the 
legiflature,  if  it  once  fuffered  the* 
remedy  agairift  fuch  danger  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive government,  might  not  be  able 
to  place  it  there*  again* 'when  the 
exigence  of  the  times  might  render 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fafety 
of  the  church. 
,  Mr.  Burke*  concurred  with  Mr* 
4  0  ground  of  many 

of  his  arguments  refpedrng  tolera- 
tion, and  declared,  that  had  the  re- 
peal been  moved  for  ten  years  ag6, 
he  mould  probably  have  joined  him 
in  fupporting  it;  but  he  had  the 
ftrongeft  reafons  to  believe,  that 
many  of  the  perfons  now  calling, 
themfelves  dijfcntersy  and  who  Hood 
the  moll  forward  in  the  prefent  ap- 
plication for  relief,  were  men  of 
fadious  and  dangerous  principles, 
aduatecl  by  no  motives*  of  religion 
or  conscience,  to  which  toleration 
could  in  any  rational  fenfe  be  ap- 
plied* This  led  him.  to  remark 
upon  the  danger  and  -abfurdity,  of 
recurring  to  abftrad  original  rights 
in  determining  civil  regulations, 
upon  their  incompatibility  with 
each  other,  and  upon  the  advantages 
which  men  derived  in  exchange  for 
the  rights  of  nature  from  the  efta- 
bliihments  of  civil  fociety,  and  of  its 
necefTary  concomitant,  religion. 

Mr.  Burke  alfo  agreed  with  Mr. 
Fox,  that  men  were  not  to  be  judg- 
ed merely  by  their  fpeculative  opi- 
nions, but  by  their  opinions  and 
condud  taken  together.  It  was  by 
thefe  that  he  mould  judge  how  far 
the  petitioners  were  entitled  to  the 
indulgence  they  requested ;  by  their 
ads,  their  declarations,,  and  their 
avowed  intentions. 

Mr.  Burke  then  produced  and 
read  to  the  houfe,  feveral  authentic 
documents  to  fubftantiate  the  alle- 
gations   he  had    before  made :  —?•. 

Among  it 
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Among  ft  thefe  was  a  catechifm  cir- 
culated amongft  the  difienters,  ex- 
prefsly  adopted  by  feme"  and  pub- 
licly condemned  by  none,  which, 
inftead  of  teaching  the  principles  of 
revealed  religion,  was  full  of  the 
mod  audacious  libels  upon  the  na- 
tional eftablifhments  and  continued 
invectives  upon  kings  and  bishops. 
Another   was   a  letter  .  written  by 
Mr.  Fletcher,  a  dilTenter,  from  a 
meeting    of    diflenting    miniftcrs, 
holden  at   Bolton>    in  Lancaihire. 
Mr,  Fletdfer  ftated  in  his  letter, 
that  th$  mTODg  avowed  fuch  vio- 
lent nrinff^|te  tint  he  would  not 
flay,  bat  catfFaway  with  fome  other 
moderate  mem'    It  afferted,   that 
cue  member,  on  being  afked  what 
was  their  object,  and  whether  they 
meant  to  feek  for  any  thing  more 
than  the  repeal  of  the  teft  and  cor- 
poration acts,  anfwered,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  Saviour,  "  We  know 
"  thofe  things,  which  ye  are  not  yet 
"able  to  bear."     And  on  another 
member's  faying,  "   Give  them  a 
*  little  light  into  what  we  intend/* 
they  informed  him,  that  they  did  not 
care  the  nip  of  a  ftraw  for  the  repeal 
ef  the  teft  and  corporation  acts,  but 
thatthey  defigned  to  try  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  tythes  and  liturgy.     In 
addition  to  thefe  documents,  he  read 
feverai  well-known   extracts   from 
the  writings  of  Doctor  Pricftley  and 
Doctor  Price,  exprefiive  of  their  hoU 
tility  to  all  eftabliftiments,  their  per- 
foafion  that  thofe  of  religion  were 
finful  and  idolatrous,  and  their  de- 
termination to  proceed  ftep  by  Htp 
till  they  were  demolifhed. 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  his  fpeech 
by  declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
on  account  of  the  many  alarming 
*nd  fufpicious  circum  dances,  under 
which  the  prcfent  application  came 
to  parliament,  that  if  the  teft  and 
corporation  .act*  were  repealed,  fomc 


other  teft  ought  to  be. fubftitutcd. 
He  faid  he  had  a  draft  of  another 
teft  in  his  pocket,  r.nd  he  had  fenc- 
ed an  idea  of  moving  the  previous 
qucftion,  with  a  view  afterwards  to 
move  for  a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  recent  conduct  of  the  dif- 
fer te is.  He  did  not  wiih  the honie 
to  rely  on  his  facts  before  he  had 
eftablilhed  them  by  proof,  of  which 
he  knew  trk-m  to  be  capable.  I£ 
however,  they  fhould,  upon  invefli- 
gation,  not  appear  to  be  founded,  he 
would  hold  himfclf  bound  to  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  the  left  and  corpo- 
ration acts.  Jf  they  mould  think 
the  bed  way  of  laying  the  quetiion 
at  reft,  would  be  by  coming  to  a. 
vote  upon  the  motion,  he  would iub- 
mit. 

Mr.  Fox  mnd.r  a  long  reply,  in 
which  he  panic  ilarly  urged  the  in- 
juftice  of  deciuing  a  general  ques- 
tion of  rigJit  upon  the  conduct  of  a 
few  individuals:  after  tvhich  the 
houfc  divided,  for  the  motion  105, 
againft  it  294. 

The  next  queftion  of  importance 
which  engaged  the  consideration  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  was  a  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Flood,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  amend  the  reprefentation  of  t&e 
people  in  parliament. 

The  grounds  upon  which  Mr. 
JFlood  proceeded  were  thefe :  That 
as,  by  the  general  law  of  the  confti- 
tutiorr,  the  majority  is  to  decide  for 
the  whole,  the  representative  muft 
be  chofen  by  a  body  of  constituents, 
whereof  the  elective  franchise  may 
extend  to  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple. For,  if  the  conftitucnt  body 
confifted  of  but  one  thoniand  for 
the  *vho1e  nation,  the  reprefentatives 
chofen  by  that  thoufona  could  r»ot, 
in  any  rational  fenfc,  be"  the  actual 
reprefentative  of  the  people,. — That 
nothing  lefs  than  a  cenfrrtuent  bo- 
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dy,  formed  on  a  principle  that  ex-    and  in  their  appointment  two  things' 
tends  to  the  majority,  can  be  con-    are    to  be  confidered  ;    one,  thai 
ftitutionally  adequate  to  the  return    they  mould  be  numerous  enonghj 
of  an  actual  reprefentative  of  the    becaufe  numbers   are  neceflary  td 
people ;  and  that  unlefs  the  people    the   fpirit  of   liberty  ;    the   other, 
be  actually  reprefented,  they  are  not    that  they  would  have  a  competent 
conftitutionally  reprefented   at  all.    degree  of  property,  becaufe  that  U 
He   admitted   that  property,   to  a    conducive  to  the  fpirit  of  order, 
certain  degree,  is  a  neceflary  ingre-        To  fupply  this  deficiency,  both 
dient  to  the  elective  power  ;  that  is    in  the  reprefentative  and'eonftituent 
to  fay,  that  franchife  ought  not  to    body,  Mr.  Flood  propofed,  that  one* 
go  beyond  property ;  but  at  the  fame    hundred  members  mould  be  added; 
time  it  ought  to  be  as  nearly  com-    and  that  they  mould  be  elected  by  the 
menfurate  to  it  as  poffible.     Pro-    refident  houfeholders  in  every  county 
perty,  by  the  original  principle  of    — refident  i  firft,  becauft  ,chey  muff 
the  conftitution,  was  the  fource  of    be  beft  acquainted  with  every  local 
all  power,  both  elective  and  legifla-    circumftance;  and  next, becaufe  they 
tivc ;   the  liber  i  Unentes>  including    can  attend  at  every  place  of  elec- 
at  that  time,  in  effect,  the  whole    tion,  with  the  leaft  inconvenience' 
property  of  the  country,  and  ex-    and  expence  to  themfelves,  or  rf  • 
tending  to  the  mafs  of  the  people,    the  candidate : — Houfeholders,  be-i 
were  the  elective  body.     The  per-    caufe  being  mailers  of  families*  they 
fons  whom  they  chofe  to  reprefent    muft  be  fufficientlyrefponfible  to  be 
them  in  parliament,  fat  in  right  of    entitled  to  franchife.     There  is  no   \ 
the  property  of  their  electors ;  and    country  in  the  world,  he  (aid,  in  * 
the  barons  fat  in  right  of  their  own    which  the  houfeholders  of  it  art    ' 
baronies ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  their  own    confidered  as  the  rabbles-no  conn-    t 
property.     At  that  time  the  latter    try  can  be  faid  to  be  free,  where 
were  not  creatures  of  royal  patent  as    they  are  not  allowed  to  be  efficient 
now.     But  now  that  the  lords  are    citizens ;  they  are,  exclufive  of  the    * 
creatures  of  royal  patent  merely,  and    rabble,  the  great  mafs  of  the  peo* 
that  freehold  pr6perty  is  but  a  part    pie  ;   they  are  the  natural  guards 
of  the  property  of  the  nation,  the  na-    of  popular  liberty  in  the  firft  ftages 
tional  property  is  not  as  fully  repre-    of  it— without  them  It  cannot  be 
fented  as  it  was  originally,  and  as    retained ;  as  long  as  they  have  this 
it  ought  to  be  ftill  by  the  cenftitu-    conftitutional  influence,  and  till  they 
tion.— That  the  conftituent  body  is    become  generally  corrupt,  popular 
fclfo  defective  in  point  of  number,    liberty  cannot  be  taken  away, 
as  well  as  in  point  of  property ;  the         In  order  to  evince  the  necefiity 
whole  number  of  electors  being  in-    of  the  reform  propofed,  Mr.  Flood 
finitely  (hort  of  what  it  ought  to  be,    ufed  the  following  argument :   The 
and,  what  is  worfe,  the  majority  of    conftitution,    he    faid,    confirts    ox 
the  reprefentatives  who  decide  for    three  orders,  one  monarchical,  one' 
the  whole,  chofen  by  a  number  of    ariftocratic,  and  one  popular;   the! 
electors  not  exceeding  fix  or  eight    balance  confifts  in  maintaining  the 
thoufand  ;  though  thefe  reprefen-    equipoife  between  them.    This  ba- 
tatives  are  to  act  for  eight  millions    lance  was  loft  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
©f  people. — That  a  new  body  of    Norman  sera ;  it  was  recovered,  ill 
constituents  is  therefore  wanting;    fome  degree  afterwards;  it  was  im- 
paired 
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paired  again  zb  the  period  of  the 
Tudors  and  Stuarts 4  at  the  resolu- 
tion it  is  fuppoled  to  have  been  again 
recovered.     Let  us  fee  whether  k 
has  not  been  unpaired  fince.    The 
lords  have  been  the  raoft  ftationary 
part ;   yet,  by  a  -great  increase  of 
their  numbers  of  late,  the  upper 
node  has  obtained  a  great  many 
patrimonial  and  private  boroughs ; 
thereby  obtaining  an  influence  over 
the  houfe  of  commons,  which  does 
not  conftitutionally  belong  to  them* 
But  the  great  alteration  has  hap- 
pened on  the  part  of  the  crown* 
On  this  point  he  <}uotedthe  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Juftiqe  JHackflone  and 
Mr.  Hume;  and,  iailly,  the  memo- 
rable revolution  of  the  houfe   of 
commons*-—"  that  .the  insuence  of 
"the   crown   had   increafed,    was 
(l  increaiing,  and  ought  to  be  di- 
"  miniihed."    Dops  any  man,  he 
(aid,  doubt  this  authority?  Were 
not  they  wJ^o  voted  it  witne&s  of 
the  faft,  as  well  as  judges  of  the 
proportion  ?   But  it  does  not  reft 
on  their  authority;  an  aft  of  the 
whole    legislature    has    fince    con- 
firmed  their  words— they  have  been 
made  fbttute  by  the  aft  of  reform 
that  pafled  afterwards.     But.  what 
has  happened  iince  f  An  Ea#  India 
bill  has  paded,  and  a  declaratory 
law.  And  what  is  the  confequence  ? 
No  man  who  has  any  mode&y,  or 
who  ever  expe&s  to  be  credited, 
will  deny,  that  by  thofe  laws  more 
influence  has  been  conveyed  to  the 
crown,  or  the  jppintfter,  than  was 
iukra&ed  by  that  oft  of  reform* 
Af.et  anfwering  the  objections  that 
might  he  jnade  %o  hi*,  motion  as  ill- 
timed,  innovating  on  the  conftitu- 
tbn.  and  tending  to  excite  tlifcon- 
tents    among     the    people,    Mr, 
Flood  concluded  to  the  following 
tfeft; 
Montciijuieu  I**s  iaid,  that  a  free 


people  will  pay  more  uxes  with 
greater  alacrity,  than  a  neople  that 
are  not  free ;  and  he  aods  the  rea? 
fbn,  becaufe  they  have  a  compensa- 
tion in  the  rights  they  enjoy.  The 
people  of  England  pay  Keen  mil- 
lions and  a  half  annually  to  the 
revenue*  This  purchafe  they  pay 
for  the  conftitution.  Shall  they  no* 
have  the  benefit  of  it?  Eyery  indi- 
vidual pays  fifty  ihiliings  a  year.— 
How  many  enjoyments  muil  every 
inferior  individual  relinquish,  and 
now  much  labour  muft  he  undergo, 
to,  enable  him  to  make  this  contri- 
bution ?  No  people  ever  deferved 
better  of  government  than  the  peot. 
pie  of  this  country,  at  this  moment  a 
they  have  not  only  fubmitted  with 
alacrity  to  this  enormous  mais  of 
taxation,  but  when  the  health  or 
the  rights  of  -their  foveiejgn  were 
at  (lake,  they  gathered  around  the 
throne  with  unexampled  zitai :  Can 
inch  a  people  be  denied  .their,  privi- 
leges }  Can  their  privileges  be  a 
fiibjeft  of  indifference  or  remiflheft 
to  this  houfe  ?  I  cannot  helieve  it  $ 
and  therefore  I  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  biU  to  amend  the  repre* 
Mentation  of  the  people  in  parlia* 
ment. 

.  The  motion  was  Seconded  by 
Mr.  Grjgby,  and  oppofed  by  Mr, 
Wyndham,  who  obferved,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  before  the  houfe  could 
receive  the  motion,  the  right  ho- 
nourable .gentleman  ought  firft  t* 
make  out  fome  fpecihc  grievance* 
arifm^  out  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
repreientation,  and  then  propofe  his 
remedy;  -and  when  the  houfe  were 
put  in  poiTeflkm  of  both,  it  would 
be  for  them  to  judge  how  far  the 
firil  was  afcerfained  an.4  the  fecond 
proportionate,  and  to.  decide  whe-» 
ther  the  remedy  ought  to  be  adopt- 
edor  not.  Mr.  F  lood  had  faid,  that 
the  ropcefentttion  was  inadequate, 

without 
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without  producing  any  fa&  in  proof 
of  the  allegation,  except  an  arith- 
metical calculation,  which  only  prov- 
ed it  to  be,  what  needed  bo  proofi 
unequal.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  feemed  to  have  con- 
founded the  end  with  the  means. 
.Experience  had  convinced  them, 
that  the  reprefentation  was  not  ina- 
dequate, but  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, conftituted  as  it  was,  anfwered 
all  the  beneficial  purpofes  that  could 
poffibly  be  defired.  This  was  a 
cafe  in  which  we  might  lofe  every 
thing  and  could  gain  nothing.  The 
liberty  of  the  country  flood  in  need 
of  no  fpeculative  fecurity,  it  could 
not  be  better  fee u red  than  it  was. 

Mr.  Flood  having  adduced  the 
fupport  given  in  parliament  to  the 
American  war,  contrary  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  people,  as  a  proof  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  reform,  Mr.  Wyndham 
denied,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war  had  been  owing  to 
the  inadequacy  of  reprefentation ; 
*  on  the  contrary,  he  faid,  it  was  the 
war  of  the  people :  a  better  proof 
of  which  need  not  be  defired,  than 
what  had  happened  to  the  member 
for  Briftol,  a  right  honourable  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Burke),  who  had  been 
turned  out  for  oppofing  its  continu- 
ance. Towards  the  clofe  of  that  war, 
which  had  been  undertaken  with  no 
better  reafons,  he  was  afraid,  than  the 
hope  of  faving  themfelves  by  taxing 
America,  a  clamour  indeed  was 
raifed  on  account  of  the  expence 
and  ill  fuccefs  attending  it,  and  the 
cry  was  for  a  reform  of  reprefen- 
tation in  parliament,  as  a  remedy 
for  the  evils,  which  the  people  had 
at  lead  their  fhare  in  bringing 
upon  themfelves.  He  had  hoped, 
that  the  wild  notions  which  were 
generated  during  that  war,  had.  Hap- 
pily fubfided,  never  to  rife  again : 
and  he  was  fprry  to  find,  thai,  like 


Iocufls,  they  had  only  Iain  torpid* 
and  had  been  brought  to  life  again*' 
by  the  heat  and  fermentation  which 
prevailed  in  the  affairs  of  the  conti- 
nent. He  was  forry  to  hear  them 
again  buzzing  abroad,  and  thought 
it  portended  no  good  to  the  verdure 
and  beauty  of  the  Britifh  conftitu-** 
tion. 

But  if  he  had  approved  ever  fo 
much  of  the  right  honourable  gen-    .' 
tleman's   propofition  for  a  parlia^ 
mentary  reform,  he  mould  objeft  to. 
it  on  account  of  the  time  at  which 
he  ha*d  thought  proper  to  introduce 
it.     What,-  he  faid,  would  he  advife 
them  to  repair  their  houfe  in  the 
hurricane  feafon  ?   Speculating  and    . 
vifionaries  enough  were  at  work  in 
a  neighbouring  country ;  there  was 
project  agairift  project,  and  theory 
againft   theory,    frontibus    advprfis 
pugnantia%  he  intreated  ,the  houfe 
to  wait  a  little  for  the  event,  and  in 
the  mean  time  to  guard  with  all 
poflible  care  againft  catching  from 
them  the  infection. 

Mr.  Pitt  followed  Mr.  Wyndham, 
and  faid,  that  after  the  extraordi- 
nary difplay  of  ingenuity  and  wif- 
dom  which  the  houfe  had  juft  heard, 
little  remained  to  be  faid  upon  the 
merits   of  the  motion.  ,  What  he 
mould  fay,  therefore,  would  relate  to 
the  queftion,  fo  far  as  he  might  be 
thought  perfonally  concerned  in  it- 
He  had  brought  forward,  fome  years , 
back,  a  propofition  of  the  fame  na- 
ture ;  to  which  the  oppofition  had 
been  fuccefsful,   though  the  times, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circumitancej; 
were  then  more  favourable  than  at 
prefent.     The  chief  obje&ion,  thenj  "' 
was,  the  danger  of  innovation;  and 
it  was  a  knowledge  of  the  imprefc 
fion  that  argument  had  made,  which 
rendered  him  defirous   of  waiting 
till  fome  more  favourable  moment  -1 
than  the  prefent  mould  offer  itfelf, 

when 
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of  the  majdrity  either  within  or  with- 
out the  doors  of  parliament.  He  dif- 
fered from  Mr.  Wyndham  on  the 
point  of  the  American  war,  and  was 
of  opinion,  that  had  the  houfe  of 
commons  been  differently  conftitut- 
ed  at  that  time,  it  would  have  put  an 
end  to  that  war  much  earlier.  Sure 
alfo  he  was,  that  what  had  happened 
in  1784,  would  never,  in  that  cafe, 
have  taken  place.  He  differed  to- 
tally from  Mr.  Wyndham  in  the  fen-  . 
timents  he  had  exprefTed  relative  to 
France.  That  gentleman  ha4  afk- 
ed,  would  any  man  repair  his  houfe 
in  the  hurricane  ?  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  feafon 
was  more  proper  to  fet  about  a  re- 
pair in,  than  when  an  hurricane  was 
near,  and  might  poflibly  burft  forth  f 
He  concluded  with  declaring,  that 
.  he  thought  the  reform  propofed  by 
Mr.  Flood  the  beft  of  all  he  had  yet 
heard  fuggefted. 

Mr.  Burke  combated  the' various 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  in 
favour  of  the  motion.  He  particu- 
larly contended,  that  the  people  did 
not  wi(h  for  any  reform,  and  that 
fuch  attempts  did  not  originate  with, 
or  were  countenanced  by  them.  He 
contended,  that  the  American  war 
was  a  war  of  the  people,  and  that  it 
was  put  an  end  to  by  the  virtue  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  with  fcarce 
any  interference  of  the  people,  and 
alm^ft  without  their  confent. 

Mr.  Powis,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Grenville,  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide ;  and  Mr.  Courtney, 
Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Duncombe,  and  others;  for  the 
motion.  At  length  Mr.  Flood  a-" 
greed  that  it  fhould  he  withdraw  a. 


,  Wieti  he  moil  certainly  mould  again 
Cibmit  his  ideas  upon  the  fubjett  to 
die  houfe;  at  pr.efent,unlefs  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  con- 
fent to  withdraw  his  motion,  he 
ihould  move  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Pitt 
declared,  that  if  he  were  forced  to 
come  to  a  fpecific  vote  upon  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  plan 
for  amending  the  conftitution,  he 
fcoold  be  againft  it;  and  even  if  it 
were  his  own  proportion,  he  fhould 
aft  in  the  fame  manner,  feeling  that 
the  caufe  of  reform  might  fuffer  dif- 
grace  and  lofe  ground  from  being 
brought  forward  at  an  improper  mo- 
ment* 

Sir  James  Johnftone  contended, 
that  if  the  proportions  of  the  right 
honourable   gentleman  were  cora- 

tlied  with,  the  ad  of  union  would 
e  violated,  and  in  that  cafe  the  two 
countries  muft  be  placed  in  the  fame 
Jitaation  in  which  they  flood  before 
the  union,   and  then  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  bring  them  together 
again.     By  the  union  England  was 
to  have  313  members  in  that  houfe, 
and  Scotland  45.     If  the  ad  of  uni- 
'on  were  diffolved,    probably  that 
houfe  would  think  eight  members 
From  Scotland  enow,  but  the  Scotch 
parliament  might  infill  upon  having 
200  at  lead.     The  parliament  had 
done  extremely  well  for  fome  years 
paft ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would 
fuffer  them  to  try  the  experiment  for 
another  century,  and  then,  if  it  did 
notanfwer,  he  would  be  glad  to  fe- 
cond  his  motion. 

Mr.  Fox  argued  in  favour  of  the 
motion ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  can- 
didly faid,  that  he  believed  the 
opinion  he  fupported  was  not  that 
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CHAP.      V. 

Motion  by  Mr.  Montagu  for  inxreafing  the  (alary  of  the  Jpealer  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  He  ftates  his  prefent  emoluments*  argues  upon  their  wfujfi- 
ciency,  and  propofes  that  they  Jbould  be  advanced  to  £.  5,000  per  annum* 
Motion  oppojed  by  Mr.  Hufley,  as  tending  to  enxreaje  the  influence  of  the 
crown.  Supported  by  Mr.  marjbant  and  other  geutlemeu.  Amendment  pro- 
posed in  the  committee  that  the  falary  Jbould  be  £.  6000  per  annum, 
and  carried  by  a  large  majority.  India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas. 
Comparative  flatement  of  the  re-venues  and  charges  in  India.  Flourijbing 
ft  ate  of  the  company9  s  affairs  in  general.  Doubts  exprejfcd  by  Jifr.  Huffey, 
Speech  of  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  affairs  of  India.  Proofs  of  thje  com" 
pany's  diflrefs.  Obfcrvations  on  the  duty  on  fait.  Remarks  an  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cornvjallis.  Mr.  Devaynes  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Dundas  ; 
aj/erts  the  faljhood  qf  Mr.  Francis's  flatement.  Refqlutions  paffed  by  the 
committee.  Sir  J.  R.  Miller's  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  on 
weights  and  meafures,  to  be  inferted  entire  in  the  article  of  ufeful  projecls. 
Petitions  prefented  for  the  repeal  of  the  tobacco  excife  ad.  Motion  upon 
thai  jubjed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  offer ts*  that  the  ad  had  endangered  th$ 
foreign  trade,  encouraged fmuggling,  anil  laid  the  manufacturer  under  infupcr*  • 
able  hardjhips.  Mr.  Pitt  in  reply.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  Wyndham,  and 
Mr*  Fox,  for  the  motion.  Rejected  by  a  majority  of  191  to  147.  B$ 
faffed  to  explain  and  amend  the  tobacco  acl.  Claufe  to  grant  trial  by  juries 
rejecled.  Budget  for  the  year  1 796.  Flour  ijhing  ft  ate  of  the  finances  and 
grooving  prafperity  of  the  country.  Remarks  on  the  budget  by  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Meffage  from  the  king' to  both  houfes  of  parliament  relative  to  the  difputes 
ivith  Spain.  Addrcffes  *vctcd  unanimoufly.  Motions  for  papers  and  debates 
thereon.  Vote  of  credit  for  a  million.  Committee  on  American  claims* 
Cafe  of  Mr,  Penn.  Comptnfat  ion  voted  for  the  loffes  of  his  family.  Penjion 
granted  to  Dr.  Willis.  Amendment  of  the  tontine  aft*  Account  of  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  flave  trade.  Proceedings  relative  to  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Haflings.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Parliament  prorogued.  Summary 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Iri/b  parliament. 


ON  the  lotli  of  March,  the  right 
honourable  Frederick  Mon- 
tagu rofe  and  requeued  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hoafe  to  a  fubjecl:  in 
which  he  conceived  their  honour 
and  dignity,  and  the  dignity  and 
intereft  of  all  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  eflentially  concerned ; 
—he  meant,  the  due  fupport  of  the 
office  of  the  fpeaker  of  that  houfe. 
He  then  ftated,  that  the  emoluments 
hitherto  enjoyed  by  a  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  exceeding- 
ty  inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of 


the  dignity  of  fuch  a  ftation,  and 
contended  that  this  great  officer 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  appear  and 
live,  wherever  he  was,  and  at  all 
times,  not  only  while  he  was.  in 
town,  and  pending  the  continuance 
of  the  feflion  of  parliament,  but  in> 
the  country,,  or  wherever  he  might 
chufe  to  go,  during  the-  recefs,  with 
the  fplenaor  and  importance  becom- 
ing, what  he  undoubtedly  was,  the 
fir  it  commoner  In  the  kingdom* 
Upon  an  inquiry  into  the  amount 
and  nature  0/  the  profits  of   his 

place* 
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place,  he  had  been  given  to  under- 
hand, that  the  fpeaker's  fees,  com- 
'   munibus  anttis,  might  be  computed, 
00  an  average  of  ten  years,  at  the 
fum  of  1,232/.  and  on  an  average  of 
twejve  years,  at  the  fum  of  1,266/. 
and  that  the  allowance  to  the  fpeak- 
er from   the  exchequer  was  about 
1, 680/.,  ie  that  putting  the  two  Aims 
together,   the  emoluments   of  the 
fpeaker  did  not  amount  to  3000/.*, 
a  fum  by  no  means  adequate  to  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  which  he  and 
every  member  of  that  houfe  mud 
wifh  to  fee  properly  fuftained.     It 
was  on  this  account  that  the  prede- 
eelfors  of  the  prefent  fpe nicer  had 
generally  holiien  places  under  the 
crown.     Sir  Spencer  Compton  had 
iilled  the  office  of  pay-mafter  of  the 
army;  and   Mr.  Onflow,  a  name 
never  to  be  mentioned  in  that  houfe 
bat  with  reverence,  had  been  trea- 
surer of  the  navy.     He  ,did  not  like 
that  the  fpeakcr  of  that  houfe  mould 
be  under  the  neceffity  of  looking  for 
the  favours  of  the  crown,  and,  there- 
fore, he  wifhed  the  houfe  itfelf  to 
make  an  adequate  provifion  for  him. 
He  related  the  following  anecdote 
in  confirmation  of  l)Js   argument. 
When  fylr.  Onflow  was  fpeaker,  and 
held  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  upon  a  warm  difcuffion  of  a 
certain  political  point,  the  queflion 
came  to  be  decided  by  the  catting 
vote  of  the  fpeaker,  which  Mr.  On- 
flow gave  in  oppofition  to  the  court. 
This  conduct  was  refented  bv  the 
court  party,  and  the  place  which  he 
fceld  was  thrown  in  his  teeth.     Mr. 
Onflow,  being  a  high-fpirited  man, 
the    very  next    day   refigned    his 


place;  and  though  he  held  the 
office  of  fpeaker  for  eighteen  years 
afterwards,  to  the  difgrace  of  the 
houfe,  he  received  no  more  than  the 
ufual  income,  of  the  amount  of  which 
the  houfe  was  now  apprized.  The- 
confequence  was,  that  when  he  re* 
figned,  Mr.  Onflow  muft  have  re- 
tired in  a  very  uncomfortable  ftate, 
indeed,  had  not  the  houfe,  aware  of 
the  circumftance,  and  feeling  its 
own  credit  or  difgrace  involved  in 
its  conduct  on  the  occafion,  voted 
Mr.  Onflow  a  penflon  of  3000/.  a 
year. 

With  regard  to  fees  ariiing  out  of 
the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  he  thought 
they  fhould  be  left  exactly  as  tucy 
were,  as  a  check  upon  frivolous  appli* 
cations.  If  the  fees  were  abolifhed, 
the  houfe  would  be  overwhelmed  with 
fuch  a  deluge  of  private  buflnefs, 
that  it  would  be  impofliblc  to  get 
through  the  whole  of  it.  With  re- 
fpqdl  to  the  other  part  of  the  fpeak- 
er's  emoluments,  he  fhould  propofe 
that  fo  much  might  be  added  out 
of  the  finking  fund  as  to  make  up 
the  whole  c,ooo/.  a  year  at  leau> 
Such  an  addition  might  be  confide^' 
ed  as  the  price  paid  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  fpeaker's  independence  ;  and 
the  public  (he  conceived)  would 
chearfully  pay  for  a  purchafe,  in 
which  they  had  fo  great  an  intareih 

Having  explained  what  he  meant 
to  fuggcit,  when  the  houfe  fhould 
be  in  a  committee,  Mr,  Montagu 
begged  leave  to  addre.fs  him'felf per* 
fbnaJty  to  the  chair,  and  to  allure  the 
fpeaker,  that  he  had  heard  jiis  manly 
addrefsat  the  commencement  of  the 
feflion  with  great  pitafure,  and  that 


»  1 

Mr.  Montagu  afterwards  (tated  to  the  committee,  that,  befides  thefe  emoht* 

1,  the  fpeaker  was  prefented  at  the  commencement  cf  ?.  new  parliamtrnt  wit}i 

looo  /.  for  equipment  money,  2000  ounce*  of  plate,  10c  /.  for  itatioaary,  and  two 

[Ft]    •  he 


lk£Jhe*&  et  claret  annually, 
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he  had  wimefled,  with  infinite  fatis- 
faction,  (ince  he  had  held  his  high 
office,  his  great*politenefs  and  affa- 
bility,  his    ftricl:    impartiality,   his 
great  attention  to  bufine£>  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  and,  above  all,  his 
care  ana  attention  to  the  forms  of 
the  houfe,  and  forms,  he  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  fay,  were  the  very  efience 
of  a  popular  aflembly  like  the  houfe 
of  commons.  Mr.  Montagu,  in  con- 
dufion,  moved, 

"  That  this  houfe-  will,  on  Mon- 
"  day  next,  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  com- 
««  mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con- 
"  fider  of  an  allowance  to  be  made 
•u  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
•«  .commons  for  the  time  being, 
"  more  adequate  to  the  dignity  of  '  began  with  the  ftate  of  Bengal,  the 


"  mittee,  that  for  more  effeclualty* 
fupporting    the   dignity   of  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  common* 
"  of  Great  Britain,  the  lords  com- 
"  miflioners  of  his  ma  jelly's  treafury 
"  be  dire&ed  to  -iffue  from  the  ex- 
"  chequer  fuch   (urn   a*,   together 
"  with  the  falary  of  the  faid  office 
of  5 1.  per  da^y,  and  the  fees  there- 
of upon  private  bills,  will  make 
"  the  whole  5000/. 

A  motion  being  made  by  Sir  James- 
John  ft  one,    that   inftead  of  5000/. 
mould-  be  inferted  6000  A  the  fame 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  154  tcv 
28. 

On  the  3  ift  of  March  Mr.  Dun- 
das  opened  the  India  budget.     He 


a 


n 


« 


« 


**  the  faid  office,  and  to  the  expence 
*  neceflarily  attending  the  fame." 
The  motion  being  feconded  by 
the  honourable  Mr.  Marlham,.  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer  hav- 
ing fignified  his  majefly's  confent, 
Mr.  Hufley  rofe  to  exprefs  his  cfif- 
approbation  of  the  meafure,  as  tend- 
ing to  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  by  annexing  fo  large  a  fa- 
lary to  an  ©ffice  undeniably  in  the 


revenues  of  which,  he  faid,  exceed 
the  charges  by  a  fum  of  2,1 36,7 11/. 
This  excefs  of  revenue  was  178,000/.. 
above  the  eftimate  of  the  lail  year* 
and  he  accounted  for  the  increafe 
from  a  better  collection  of  the  land 
revenues,  and  an  increafe  on  that  of 
fait.   This  great  increafe  of  revenue 
he  confidered  to  be  a  flrong  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  the  country* 
which  was  fo  rapidly  increafmg,  that 


difpofal  of  its  minillers.    He  was  of  he  doubted  not  but  in  a  very  few 

Opinion  that  it  would  add  nothing  to  years>  the  company  would  be  en- 

the  independence  of  their  fpeaker.  abled  to  pay  off  the  whole  of  their 

Thofe  who  had  formerly  held  offices  arrears;,  arid  that  the  Britiih  poffef- 

under  the  crown  had  not  been  com-  fions  of  India  would  be  more  flou- 

plained  of;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  rifhing  in  wealth,  in  commerce,  ma- 

that  the  worthy  gentleman  who  now,  nufa&ures,  and  in  every  enjoyment,, 

rilled,  and  thofe  who  mould  be  call?  than  any  other  part  of  the  whole? 

ed  to  the  chair,  would  he  equally  continent  of  Hindoitan. 
independent    with    or    without    a        He  then  took  a  review  of  the  fc- 

P&c?'  nances  of  Madras*-  the  eftablifhment 

Thearguments of  Mr.JHufley  ap-  of  which,  he  faid,  exceeded  the  in- 


pear  to  have  made  no   impreffion 
upon  the  houfe,  and  the  motion  wa9 


come ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
meafures  might  be  taken  to  bring 


carried  withqut  any  other  ,dirTentie.n.t  .  the  expenditure  within  the  revenue* 
ypice>  In  the  committee  which  fat'  Qf  Bombay,  he  faid,  he  had  not  re^ 
on  the  15th,  Mr.  Montagu  moved,  ceived  later  accounts  than  thofe,  eif 
u  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com-    which  he  had  grounded  the  refoli*. 
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ft'on  of  Iaft  year,  Of  fiencoolen  and  confiderable  excefs.  He  laft  year 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland,  he  faid,  eftimated  the  furplus  at  i  ,5 1 6, 1 1 9  /. 
lie  had  laft  year  eftimated  the  ex-  but  the  accounts  for  1788-  9,  prove 
pence  too  low  by  5000/.;  as  he  now  a  confiderable  increafe  of  clear  re- 
found  by  accounts   received  lince  .venue, 

that  time,  that  hi  ft  e  ad  of  60,000/.  The  whole  of  the  revenues  and 

he  ought  to  have  eftimated  them  at  ^charges,  with  their  totals,  from  the 

65,000/.    Upon   the  whole  ftate-  accounts  of  17*3-9;  flood,  as  fol- 

jnent,  howeveri  there  wa$  a  very  lows : 

The  Revenues  of  £% 

Bengal  5*619,994 

Madras  1,213,229 

Bombay  138,228 


TJie  Charges  of  £. 

Bengal  3,183,25.0 

Madras  1,302,037 

Bombay  568,710 


6,971,451  Total  Revenue, 


5,053,997  Total  of  Charges, 


Leaving  a  clear  furplus  of  ^>9»7>454 

from  which  was  to  be  deducted,  for  that  on  fait,  nor  did  he  wifli  an  ^i- 

Bencoolen  and  the  Prince  of  Wales'*  creafe  of  revenue  from  that  article, 

Ifland,  65,000/.  which  would  leave  if  it  was  occafioned,  as  he  believed 

a  nett  revenue  of  1,^52,454/.  and  it  was,  from  a  rife  ofprfce  on  the  con-' 

gave  an  exceeding  over  the  laft  efti-  iumer,  which,  he  faid,  muft  be  an, 

•mate  of  336,335/.  .oppreflion  on  the  natives,  to  whom 

To  the  before  mentioned  nett  re-  /alt  was  an  abfolute  neceflary  of  life, 

lenue  of  1,852,454/.  was  to  be  add-  and  to  whofe  eafe  he  ftiould  confi- 

ed   for  exports,    230,361/.   which  der  a  decreafe  in  the  revenue  on  that 

wuld  make  *  fum  of  3*147,815/.  article  a  very  good  facrifice.     He 

applicable  to  the  difcharge  of  debts,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  our  efta- 

.and  purchafe  of  inveftments,  blifhments  mjght   be   confiderably 

Th.2  debts  of  the  company  for  the  lowered,  and  the  furplufies  thereby 

laft  year,  were  7^04,754/.  thofe  of  increased.     This  country,  he  faid, 

-the  prefent  year,  6,501,385/,  giving  was  likely,  from  a  variety  of  cir- 

•a  decreafe  of  1,1 03,360/..  xumftances,  long  to  enjoy  an  undif-' 

He  flattered  himlelt  that  by  the  turbed  peace  at  home  and  abroad, 

ftatement  he  had  juft  made,  the  com-  When  her  Situation  was  compared 

mittee  would  be  enabled  to  judge  with  that  of 'other   European   na- 

accurately  and  fatisfaclorily  of  the  tions;  and  when  our  connection  with 

revenues  .of  India,  which  were  in  a  Holland,  a  power  of  great  confe- 

ffloft  flouriihiog  .ftate,  and  had  been  quenoe  in  India,  was  alfo  remcxn- 

gradually  improving  for  fome  years/  bercd,  he  hoped  he"  ftould  not  be 

He  considered  the  increafe  on  the  confidered  as  too  fanguine  in  the 

Jand*revenue  to  be  permanent  *  he  opinion  he  entertained,  that  Eng- 

*auld  not,  however,  iky  the  faxas  of  fend  had  no  danger  to  apprehend 

[F  $]  from 


86]'      ANNUAL    REGISTER,   179©. 


from  any  European  rival  in  India ; 
and  he  was  confident  that  we  fhould 
have  nothing  there  to  fear  from  the 
combination  of  any  Indian  powers, 
fo  long  as  we  continued  to  preferve 
our  prefcnt  good  faith  toward  them, 
and    trod   in    the   path   we   were 
now  in,  that  of  moderation.    It  was 
v.  ell  known,  he  obferved,  that  there 
was  a  prince,  who,  inheriting  all  the 
ambitious  and  turbulent  views  of  his 
father,  poffefTed  the  fame  rancorous 
fpirit  againft  the  Englifti,  whom  he 
ever  had,  and  moif  likely  ever  would 
endeavour  to  extirpate  from  India. 
That  prince  had,  however,  loft  no  in- 
confrderable  portion  of  the  confe- 
quence  he  formerly  was  pofleffed  of; 
and'  his  opinion  was,  that  our  efta- 
blifhmehts  had  for  fome  time  been 
more  than  fufflcient  to  repel  any  at- 
tack he  could  make.    Other  circum- 
Itances  had  recently  occurred,  which 
fiill  rendered  us  more  formidable, 
and   our  eftablifhments   frill  more 
competent  to  bear  a  reduction,  with- 
out endangering  the  pubHc  fafety. 
The  circumftances  he  alluded  to  were, 
the  ftatc  of  the  French  fettlement  at 
Tondicherry,  and  a  requifition  which 
had  been  made  from  the  king  of 
the  Travancore  country  (one  of  the 
oldeft  and  belt  allies  of  the  Englifh 
in  India)  for  a  confide rable  body  of 
our  troops  to  be  taken  into  his  pay, 
for  the  purpofe  of  covering  the  fron- 
tier of  Jiis  territory  to  the  weftward, 
which  requifition  would  be  complied 
with,  and  orders  fent  out  for  the 
purpofe  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
year.      By    this    arrangement   our 
military  eftablifhment  at  Tellichery, 
would  in  a  great  meafure  be  fuper- 
fededj    an$  thofe  of  Madras  and 
Bombay  might  fafely  be  diminifh-* 
ed.     He  concluded  by  Hating,  as 
an   additional   proof  of  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  affairs  of  the  toropany 


in  India^  that  the  difcount  oii  their* 
bonds  at  Bengal,  which  were  at 
eight  per  cent,  on  the  coinmence- 
ment  of  the  government  of  Lord 
Gornwallis,  had  fallen  to. the  iricon- 
fiderable  difcount  of  lefs  than  one  '* 
aoid  a  half. 

.  Mr.  Huffey  was  of  opir.ibn,  that 
to  judge  fairly  of  the  Company'r 
fituation,  their  affairs  at  home  and 
abroad  ought  to  be  considered  toge- 
ther; be  could  not  confide*-  their  af- 
fairs at  home  to  be  in  a  profperous 
way,  while  they  were  continually 
borrowing ;  and  had  borrowed  from 
the  year  178 1,  no  lefs  a  film  than 
5, 800,000' 1.  * 

Mr.  Francis  made  a  long  reply 
to  Mr.  Dundas.     He  infilled  that 
the  true,  the  proper,  and  the  only 
intelligible  proof  of  the  proportions 
in  queftion,  would  have  been  to  have 
produced  a  fhort  and  finrple  account! 
of  debts  paid  off,  of  an  inveftment  pur- 
chafed  with  a  furplus  of  revenue,  of 
nett  profit  upon  that  inveffment,  and 
of  a   thriving,   happy,   induffriout 
people  in  the  Irdian  provinces  un- 
der our  dominion.     What  fignified 
all  the  right  honourable  gentleman'* 
arithmetic,  when  the  notorious  facls 
were,  that  we  had  no  return  from 
India,  but  a  return  or  transfer  of 
debts,  which  the  Company  could  not 
pay,  and  which  fooner  or  later  muff 
fall  upon  the  moulders  of  England  ; 
when  the  Company,  inftead  cf  dif- 
charging  their  bonds,  and  clearing 
themfelve*  from  the  bui  thenof  their 
debts   at  home,   weve  every   year 
coming  to  parliament  for  afliftance, 
for  leave  to  borrow  more  and  more 
money,  for  an  authority  to  increafe 
their  capital,  or  for  the  direct  poweY 
of  the  lcgiflature  to  protect  thent 
againft  their  creditors,  either  by  au- 
thorifing  {hem  not  to  accept,  or  riot 
to  pay  the  bills  they  had  accepted  j 

find, 
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suit  finally,  when  the  letters  frony 
Lord  ComwaRis,  now  Wing  on  the 
able,  described  Bengal  as  a  declin- 
fling  and  almoft  ruined  country. 

As  a  proof  of  the  diftrefs  of  the 
company's  affairs  at  home,  and  the 
poverty  of  their  treafury,  he  dated, 
tkt  they  were  then  taking  up  fil- 
ver,  tin,  and  copper  upon  credit, 
tfMch  formerly  they  ufed  to  pay  for 
with  ready  money.  The  difcount 
upon  their  .  Bengal  bonds  he  alio 
confidered  as  another  fymptbm  of 
diftrefs. 

With    regard    to    Bengal,   Mr. 
D  and  as  had  faid,  that  thejumma's 
feeing  colle&ed  entire  was  a  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  a  country,  and 
that  therefore  Bengal  was  molt  pros- 
perous.   Neither  the  premifes  nor 
the  inference  were  founded  on  fatt, 
fince     an    oppreffive    government 
might  get  their  revenue  entire,  and 
the  country  be  neverthelefs  rapidly 
going  to  ruin.  4 

Mr.  Francis  proceeded  to  take 
aotice  of  what  Mr.  Dundas  had  faid 
jeipedUng  the  revenue  arifmg  from 
iak.  He  had  truly  ftated  fait  to  be 
a  neceflary  of  life  in  Bengal  more 
than  in  any  other  country.  It  ac- 
tually was  fo :  and  nature  feemed  to 
have  confidered  the  ciroumftance,  as 
it  hath  made  fa4t  one  of  the  cheap- 
•eft  manufactures  of  the  country. 
They  could  get  it  there  for  next  to 
nothing,  if  an  oppreffive  revenue 
vere  not  derived  from  it.  The  late 
Lord  Clive,  who  was  accufed  of  hav- 
ing eftabliftied  a  monopoly  of  fait,  had 
exprefsly  provided,.  u  That  the  price 
*  of  fait,  ibid  by  the  Society  of 
€€  Trade,  (hould  never  exceed  200 
*'  rupees  per  100  maunds;"  and 
Mr.  Bolts,  who  ft  retched  every  thing 
to  the  utmoft  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  again  ft  the  government  of 
£.ord  Clive,  ftated  500  rupees  per 


too  maunds,  as  the  higheft  price  ttf 
the  eonfurner. 

The  felting  price  of  the  company 
at  Calcutta,  appeared  to  have  been' 
in  Auguft,  1789,  about  300  Sicca 
rupees  per  100  maunds.  At  one  pe- 
riod within  thefe  two  years,  the 
price,  at  the  company's  fate,  had  goC 
up  to  the  enormous  amount  of  700 
Sicca  rupees ;  upon  which  there  was 
alfo  to  be  a  proportionate  increafe 
for  profit  and  charges  on  the  re- 
tail. 

But  fuppofing  the  final  retail  prict 
of  fait,  in  the  provinces,  to  be  yoo* 
Sicca  rupees  per  100  maonds,  if 
would  then  coft  the  confumer  two- 
pence three  -  farthings  per  pound 
Englith.  Every  individual  native 
would,  as  long  as  it  is  poffible  for1 
him  to  get  it,  confume  half  a  chit- 
tac,  or  one  ounce  per  day;  confe- 
quently  a  family  ofRve  perfons,  liv- 
ing on  the  labour  of  one  man,  muft" 
ipend  $-i6ths  of  two-pence  three- 
farthings  in  fait,  or  ahoat  three-far- 
things a  day.  The  medium  price 
of  labour  throughout  Bengal,  is  one 
anna  and  half  per  day,  or  three  pence 
halfpenny  Englifh.  Confequentiy, 
when  he  has  paid  for  the  fait;  with- 
out which  his  vegetable  food  would 
be  poifon  to  him,  he  has  juft  feven 
farthings  a  day  left  to  provide  him- 
felf,  a  wife,  and  three  children,  with 
every  other  neceflary  of  life,  and  to 
pay  feme  rent  for  a  raud-houfe;  not 
to  mention  any  allowance  for  fait  for 
his  cow,  if  he  has  one ;  for  without 
fait  the  cattle  in  that  country  cannot 
exift  for  any  ufeful  purpofe. 

Mr.  Francis  concluded  with  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  dated  2d  Auguft 
1789.  The  &  rft  paflage  he  remark- 
ed upon  was  the  following — ts  The 
"  fecurity  of  property,  however,  and 
"  the  certainty  which  each  indivi- 
[F.fl  "dual 
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*  dual  will  nwufeel  of  being  allow- 
"  ed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  own 
"  labours,  mufl  operate  uniformly 
s(  as  incitements  to  exertion  and  in- 
«  dufby."~This,  Mr.  Francis  faid, 
was  a  pretty  plain  confeflion  of  the 
mifery  and  oppreffion  the  inhabi- 
tants had  long  fufFered, 

The  letter  proceeded  thus :  "  I 

*  have  purpofely,  in '  thefe  fettle- 
"  ments,  propofed  to  withdraw  the 
"  g*nges  from  the  zemindars,  and 
"  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 

*  government,  in  order  that  it  may 
"  at  all  times  have  an  unceftrained 
**  power  to  raife  or  lower  the'  in- 
*<  ternal  taxes  or  duties  on  par- 
*c  ticular  articles  of  produce  of  ma* 
u  nufa&urea,  as  may  be  found  moft 
"  fuitable .  to  the  general  interefts 
"  of  commerce ;  but,  above  all, 
**  as  the  l£nd  revenue,  when  the 
"jumma  is  once  fixed,  cannot  en-. 
€€  creafe,  that,  the  company  may, 
«  through  the  medium  of  duties 
"  upon  an  encreafed  confumption 
"  of  the  neceflaries  and  luxuries  of 
"  Hfe,  participate  in  the  wealth  and 

*  advantages,  which,  I  truft,  will  be 
"  the  confequences  of  a  permanent 
'<  revenue  fettlement  to  the  inhabi- 
«c  tants  of  this  country,"  Upon  this 
he  remarked,  that  Lord  Cornwallis 

'gave  the  people  of  the  country  a 
quietus  in  an  cfTential  point,  viz.  in 
a  permanent  revenue  fettlement,  or 
fixed  land-tax,  and  at  the  fame  time 
advifed  the  company  to  tax  the  ne- 
ceflaries and  luxuries  of  life.  Would 
he  have  them  encreafe  the  tax  on 
fait?  and  ajs  to  luxuries,  what  were 
the  luxuries  of  life  to  a  Hindoo? 
Did  they  expeft  to  get  any  thing  by 
a, duty  on  betel-nut  and  tobacco } 

,  Or  would  they  tax  oil  and  ghee? 
In  the  next  fedlion  of  the  letter, 
Lord  Cornwallis  aflures  the  direc- 
tors, "  that  it  will  be  of  the  utmoft 
Importance,  that  the  principal  land* 


holders  and  traders  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country  fhould  be  re* 
ftored  to  fuch  circumftances  as,  to 
enable  them  to  iupport  their  families) 
with  decency."  Had  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  been  year  after 
year  boafting  of  the  profperity  of 
the  province  of  Bengal,  (afked  Mr. 
Francis)  and  was  it  only  in  the  year 
1790,  that  it  was  recommended  that 
the  principal  land-holders  and  trad- 
ers in  the  provinces  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  power  of  fupporting 
their  families  with  decency  ?  This 
was  a  frefli  proof  of  the  miferable 
and  ruinous  date  of  Bengal.  The 
next  paragraph  confe/Ted,  that  agri- 
culture and  internal  commerce  had 
for  many  years  been  gradually  de- 
clining, and  that  at  prefent,  except- 
ing the  clafs  of  Shroffs  and  Ban- 
yans, the  inhabitants  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces were  advancing  haftily  to  a 
general  flate  of  poverty  and  wretch- 
ednefs ;  and  Lord  Cornwallis  faid, 
"  in  that  defcription  he  mufl  alfo 
include  almoft  every  zemindar  in  thei 
company's  territories*"  TheTe  facls, 
Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  told  them  long- 
ago,  and  therefore  he  concurred 
with  Lord  Cornwallis,  when  he  faid, 
in  the  fame  paragraph,  **  that  thefe 
miferable  effects  were  owing  to  the 
bad  management  of  the  late  govern- 
ment/ ' 

,  Mr.  Francis  next  mentioned  the 
paragraph  relative  to  opium ;  "  he 
(Lord  Cornwallis)  doubted  not  but 
the  relief  given  to  the  Ryots,  may 
occafion  fome  increafe  ef  price  on 
the  offers  that  will  be  made  by  the. 
candidates  for  the  contract ;  but  he. 
was  perfuaded,  that  the  lofs  would 
be  more  than  compenfated  to  the 
company,  by  the  encouragement  that 
would  be  given  to  the  Ryots  to  ex*. 
tend  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy." 
Thus,  faid  Mr.  Francis,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis dares  not  tell  the  company 

of 
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of  a  lofs  without  always  ofFering 
2  compenfation.  Mr.  Francis  re- 
probated the  extension  of  the  cul- 
tivation of  opium :  poppies,  he 
fiid,  were  the  moll  noxious  weeds 
that  grew  ;  had  it  been  an  exten- 
fion  of  the  cultivation  of  grain,  he 
Ibould  have  thought  the  fuggeftion 
*  laudable  one. 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Francis,  Mr. 
Devaynes,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany, declared,  that  the  company, 
were  in  no  need  whatever  of  cre- 
dit; it  was  not  true  that  they  were 
fending  out  their  filver  and  other  ex- 
ports upon  credit ;  they  had  already 
paid  for  their  ufual  quantity  of  fil- 
ler, and  were  ready  to  pay  to-mor- 
row for  the  quantity  now  in  treaty, 
if  a  fair  price  was  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Dundas  declared  his  afto- 
niftiment,  $hat  any  man  could  fo  wil- 
fully have  attempted  to  pervert  eve- 
ry line  he  had  quoted  of  the  letters 
from  Lord  Cornwallis;  and  by  fe- 
lc&ing  pauages  partially,  and  de- 
taching them  from  the  context, 
pervert  their  fenfe,  mifapply  their 
reference,  and  deftroy  their  mean- 
ing. He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
carefully  perufe  thofe  letters  in  their 
clofets,  and  he  was  confident  that 
every  candid  man  would  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's affertions  we/e  unfounded. 

The  facls  ftated  by  Mr.  Dundas 
were  then  moved  in  the  form  of  re- 
flations, and  agreed  to  by  the 
committee. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  Sir  John 
Riggs  Miller  informed  the  houfe  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  confideration 
t  tile  fubjedr.  of  weights  and  meafures. 
His  fpeech,  upon  this  occafion,  con- 
tained a  full  and  accurate  detail  of 
the  various  means  which  had  been 
ftggefted  for  obtaining  a  true,  and 


fixed  flandard  of  meafure :  but  as, 
from  the  nature  of  the  inveftigation, 
it  does  not  admit  of  an  abridgment, 
we  conceive  it  will  be  more  accept- 
able to  our  readers  to  have  it  entire 
in  our  next  volume,  under  the  ar- 
tide  oW/eful PwjeQs.  , 

During  the  courfe  of  thefeffion,a 
great  number  ofpetitions  from  va-^ 
rious  parts  of  (ireat-Britain,  had 
been  prefented,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  2l&  for  fubjetfcing  dealers 
in  tobacco  to  the  excife,  which  had 
patted  in  the  lafl  ieffion  of  parlia- 
ment. Thefe  petitions  were,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe; 
and  the  16th  of  April  was  fixed  for 
taking  them  into  confideration.  On 
that  day  Mr.  Sheridan  began  a  long 
and  eloquent  fpeech,  with  an  invec- 
tive againft  the  whole  fyitem  of  the 
excife  laws;  in  which  he  illuflrated 
and  urged  with  great  force  all  the 
ufual  topics  which  have  been  em- 
ployed upon  that  popular  thefis.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  peculiar  hard- 
fhips  of  the  tobacco  bill;  and  enforced 
the  obje&ions  which  had  been  made 
lafl  year,  by  a  number  of  allegations 
taken  from  the  petitions,  which  had 
been  prefented,  and  information  he 
had  received  from  the  manufacturers 
themfelves. 

From  the  mafs  of  evidence  which 
had  been  given  on  the  fubjeft  of  this 
aft,  Mr.  Sheridan  drew  the  follow- 
ing concluiions.  Firft,  that  the  ex- 
port Trade  to  foreign  countries  muft 
be  greatly  injured,  if  not  totally  de- 
ftroyed,  by  the  adh  The  price  paid 
for  licences  was  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  of  tobacco  manufactured, 
and,  confequently,  it  ought  to  be; 
confidered  as  a  tax,  which  muft  raife 
the  price  ot  the  article  in  the  fo-r- 
reign  markets.  This  was  contrary 
to  every  found  principle  of  trade, 

which 
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which  condemned  all  burden*  laid, 
without  abfolute  neceifity,  on  ar- 
ticles of  exportation^  Again,  if  a 
tobacconift  was  in  the  aft  of  getting 
ready  to  execute  an  order  from  a- 
broad,  he  .mud  fufpend  his  work,  if 
the  excife  officer  fhould  come  to. 
take  a  fiirvey ;  he  mull  attend  him 
grhilfl  weighing  the  flock ;  and  ma- 
ny hours,  perhaps  fome  days,  being 
loft  in  this  bunnefs,  the  veffel  in 
which  he  was  to  fhip  the  goods  or- 
idered  by  his  foreign  correfpondent* 
probably  might  be  obliged  to  put  to 
lea  in  the  mean  time,  and  thus  the 
order  would  be  loft,  and  perhaps  the 
£uftomer,  for  ever.  As  to,  the  en- 
couragement which  the  aft  gave  to 
fnmggling*  though  its  avowed  ob- 
ject was  to  fupprefs  it,  he  obferved, 
that  formerly,  one  difficulty  which 
attended  the  fmuggling  of  tobacco 
was,  that  even  after  it  was  landed 
and  houfed,  it  was  ft  ill  liable  to 
feizure.  But  this  difficulty  was 
completely  removed  by  the  prefenjt 
aft;  for,  the  moment  it  got  under, 
the  roof  of  the  tobaccouifte  it  was  as 
facred  as  if  it  had  paid  duty* 

Among  the  many  hardihips  of  the 
manufacturers  under  this  aft,  there 
were  two  of  a  very  ferious  nature. 
One,  that  the  tobacco  during  the 
procefs  of  its  manufacture  might, 
from  the  moiftnre  or  drynefs  of  the 
air,  lofe  or  gain  more  in  weight, 
than  the  table  laid  down  in.  the  aft 
allowed.  What,  then,  was  the  ma- 
nufacturer to  do  ?  He  could  not  an- 
fwer  for  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere ; 
and  if  his  goods  had  decreafed  in 
weight  through  heat,  or  increafed 
through  moifture,  without  any  aft 
of  his,  to  a  degree  beyond  the  itand- 
ard  eftablifhed  by  the  aft,  then  was 
he  liable  to  ruinous  fines  and  penal- 
ties. The  commi (doners,  before 
they  could,   in  juilice,  levy  thefe 


fines,  ought  t6  afcertain   that  the 
weather  will  always  be  in  that  pre- 
cife  ftate  of  heat  or  cold  which  the 
aft  fuppofed  it ,  would  be.     They  ; 
ought  to  make  Chriftroas  give  fecu- 
rity  for  frofl ;  take  a  bond  for  hot 
weather  from  Auguft,  and  oblige 
damps  and  fogs  to  take  out  permits. 
It  was  true,  that  where  the  increafe 
or  decreafe,  beyond  the  allowed 
table,  appeared  to  have  been  really  « 
the  effect  of  the  weather,  and  not  of 
any  intention  in  the  manufacturer  to 
defraud  the  revenue,  the  commif- 
fioners  ordered  the  goods,  if  feized, 
to  be  reflored,  and  the  penalty  re- 
mitted.    But  he  had  two  ftrong  ob- 
jections to  this  exercife  of  illegal 
mercy  by  the  commiffioners.     Firft, 
it  gave  them  a  difpenfing  power, 
which  parliament  had  not  thought 
proper  to  allow  even  to  the  king. 
And,  fecondly,  this  difpenfing  power 
might  be  ufed  to  very  bad  pnrpofes. 
When  the  law  was  harfh  and  fevere, 
and  the  executive  power  indulgent, 
and  willing  to  fbfeen  its  rigour,  the 
people  would  be  led  to  difUke  their 
own  representatives,  whocouldpafsa 
rigorous  law,  and  to  fly  to  the  crowa 
for  relief  againfl  it.     If  a  difpenfing 
power  could  be  tolerated,  it  mud  be 
when  the  benefit  of  it  was  general,- 
and  extended,  without  exception,  to' 
every  clafs  of  fubjefts  without  dif- 
tinftion.     But  in  the  cafe  of  remit- 
ting  fines    to   manufacturers  who* 
fhould  have  incurred  them,  an  in- 
quifition  might  be  fet  on  foot  into 
the  life  and  political  principles  of 
each  individual,    and    thofe    only 
might   feel  the  indulgence  of  thi 
commiffioners  who  fhould  be  found 
to  be  the  friends  and  fupporters  of 
the  fubfifting  adroiniftration. 

The  fecpnd  hard  fhip,  perhaps*' 
greater  than  any  other,  confidered 
in  a  nicre  commercial  light*  was; 

that 
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that  the  riryfteries  of  their  trade 
were  laid  open,  to  the  irreparable 
injury  of  their  families  and  fortunes. 
Of  the  value  of  Tome  of  thefe  "myf- 
teries  the  committee  might  form  aft 
idea,  when  th?y  recollected  that  it 
hid  been  proved  m  evidence,  thatone 
manufacturer  had  refufed  20,000!. 
for  the  difclofare  of  a  fee  ret  in*  the 
manufacturing  of  tobacco  that  wa$ 
peculiar  to  hinYfelf. 

When  die  manufacturers  were  un- 
der examination  at  the  bar,  they  had 
not  let  fall  any  expreflion,  which 
might  intimate,  that  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  quit  the  trade  if  the  act 
was  not  repealed ;  they  thought  that 
fuch  an  intimation  Would  not  be 
decent  in  them,  as  it  would  appear 
Jike  a  threat ;  but  what  their  refpect 
for  parliament  would  notfuffer  them 
to  utter  at  the  bar,  they  had  faid  to 
liim  in  private ;  and  he  believed  h6 
might  a/Tore  the  committee,  if  the 
bill  was  not  repealed,  the  tobacco 
manufacture  Would  be  loft  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  aflted  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  what  were 
the  mighty  advantages  gained  by 
the  revenue,  which  could  be  con- 
sidered as  a  compenfation  fof  fuch 
hard  (hips  and  encroachments  upon 
the  liberty  of  "the  frbjeft?  The 
produce  was  but  25,000/.  more 
than  was  collected  on  tobacco  be- 
fore this  act  pa/Ted,  and  the  dutv 
was  raifed  from  1  t  f  d.  per  lb.  to  1 5  J. 
Would  any  man,  to  whom  the  rights 
of  the  people  were  dear,  for  fo  in- 
significant an  increafe  of  revenue 
invade  thofe  rights ;  but,  above  all, 
would  he,  for  fuch  an  increafe,  rifk 
the  lofs  of  the  whole  ?  which  he  ve- 
rily believed  would  happen  if  the 
act  was  not  repealed.  Mr.  Sheridan 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving 
fhc  foljowing  refolution :   a  That 


"  the  furvey  of  the  exciie  is  inap^. 
"  pHcable  to  the  manufactory  of  to- 
"  bacco." 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  reply  to  Mr,  Sheridan,  ohferved, 
r.hat  the  chief  turn  of  his  argument 
had  been  directed  agairift  the  whole 
fyflem  of  excife,  a  fyllcm   which 
raifed  no  lefs  a  fum  annually  tnan 
fix  millions  and  a  half  of  the  revc* 
nue,  and  without  which  fyflem,  he 
believed,  neither  the  resources  of 
the  country,   nor  the  ingenuity  of 
man,  would  be  competent  to  raife 
fo  confiderable  a  fum.     In  his  mo- 
tion, however,  he  flopped  fhort,  and 
objected  barely  to  the  excife  on  to- 
bacco.    He  was  willing  to  leave  the 
manufacturer  of  malt,  the  manufac- 
turer  of  foap,  the  manufacturer  of 
ftarch,  the  manufacturer  of  candles, 
and  the  dealers  in  wine  and  fpirku- 
bus  liquors,  fubjedt  to  ail-  that  into- 
lerable tyranny  and  oppreffien  which 
he  had  defcribed  with  io  much  ener- 
gy and  eloquence.     If  the  tobacco 
act  were  to  be  taken  up  on  general 
principles,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer faid,  he  was  at  a  Ipfs  to 
know  how  it  applied  to  the  confli- 
tution  more  than  any  other  excife 
bill,  pafled  at  any  former  pernd,  and 
therefore  Hopping  fhort,  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  done,  and 
confining  himfelf  folely  to  the  to- 
bacco act,  his  general  argument  was 
inconfillent  and  contradictory. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  obferved,  that  it  was  his  duty, 
and  the  duty  of  that  houfe,  to  re- 
ceive, with  a  confiderable  degree  of 
caution  and  doubt,  the  evidence  de- 
livered at  their  bar;  he  meant  nq 
reflection  on  the  gentlemen ;  he  be-r 
lieved  they  were  very  worthy  men, 
but  they  might  have  been  actuated 
confiderably  by  prejudices,  which 
naturally  might  be  expected  to  ha/ve 

ariien 
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arifen  in  the  minds  of  perfons  obvi- 
oufly  interested.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man himfelfhad  ftated  that  the  ma- 
nufacturers were,  before  the"  a&,  the 
t>nly  medium  for  conveying  the  illi- 
cit tobacco  from  the  imuggler  to 


the  aft  palTed ;  and  in  all  probable 
lity,  the  difference  on  the  nex^. 
two  quarters  of  excife  would  make 
the  whole  produce,  of  the  ilifferencc 
300,000/,  at  the  leafl.         t 

The  motion  was  powerfully  fop-* 


the  cohfiimer.;  and  taking  this  for    ported  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr, 
granted,  and  the  ftatement  of  the     Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Fox.     The  firft 


<tofyacconifts  themfelves,  that  eight 
millions  of  pounds  weight  were  an- 
nually Smuggled,  the  sonfequence 
would  then  evidently  appear,  that 
for  years  they  had  divided  among 


contended,  that  the  evidence  of  the 
manufacturers  and  officers  of  excife 
had  uncontrovertible  eftah&hed  the 
following  propofryons.  i.  That 
there  is  no  mode  by  which  the  foh 


€hem  400,000  pounds' llerling,  of    vey   can   be   made,,  fave    only  by 
which  fum  the  revenue  had  been  de- 
frauded ;  and,  iF'an  average  jconk} 


be  tajcen,  each  man's  (hare  of  this 
plunder  was  more  than  a  thoufand 
pounds  annually.  The  houfe  being 
.in  poffeflion  of  this  notorious  aftd 
direft  fraud,  he  was  fure  it  was  nojt 
ufking  too  muoh  of  jhem  to  weigh 


taking  the  whole  flock  of  each  miu 
nufafturer.  2.  That  flock  cannot 
be  taken  by  any  other  manner  thai* 
ty  weight.  3.  That  it  is  abfolutely 
necefTary  to  except  from  being 
weighed,  all  that  pa*t  .of  the  flock, 
that  is  in  the  adbial  operation  of 
manufacture.    4.  That  .this  except 


ivell  the  evidence  before  they  de-  tion  deflroys  the  rufe 
-cided  agairift  the  remedy  already  Mr.  Wyndham  reprobated  the 
provided  for  the  evil.  As  .to  the  j(peech  of  the  ^chancellor  of  the  ex- 
argument  about  the  diCcovery  of  the  chequer,  as  a  laboured  and  indecent 
•myfteries,  and  the  great  danger  of  panegyric  upon  the  whole  fyflem  ojf 
the  manufacturers  fecrets  being  ex-  excife  Jaw6,  and  fuch  as  had  neve? 
pofed,  upon  which  fo  much  llrefs  before  been  heard  in  that  houfe,. 
liad  been  laid;  if  -the  fecrets  were  JsTo  pne  would  venture  to  aflert,  that 
fo  eafily  difcoverable  by  an  excife-  the  excife  was  not  ajdverfe  to  the? 
inan  upon  a  mere  view,  they  mufl  4m-  principles  of  the  c.onflitution.  It 
xloubtedly  be  known  to  the  mar\u-  was  an  evil  which,  perhaps,  circum* 


faflurers  workmen,  and  confeqnent- 
\y  at  all  "times  liable  to  be  divulged. 
"Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  obferving, 
that  during  the  exiflence  of  the  a5^ 
the  confumption  had  very  confider- 
ably  encreafed,  which  was  a  com- 
plete refutation,  and  -a  conclufive 
anfwer  to  the  afTerticn  of  the  ad's 
"being  likely  to  drive  the  manufac- 


fiances  had  made  neceflary  to  pre- 
vent a  greater,;  bur.  noceffity  al*ne 
cojuld  juftify  it.  It  might  itfelf  be- 
come the  greatefl  of  all  evils.  Con- 
fidered  even  as  a  necehary  ineafure, 
it  mould  be  ufed  with  Caution :  it 
might  be  pufhed  beyond  its  due  ex- 
tent; it  might  be  difg*aced  by  be^ 
inginjudicioufly  managed ;  it  might, 


turer  from  this  country.     The  pub-  like  a  tool,  be  fpoiit  by  l>eing  v/onced 

lie  had  already,  in  the  two  leafl:  pro-  with  too  much.   It  had  been  avowed* 

xlu&ive  quarters  of  the  year,  receiv-  that  it  was  to  be  limited  only  jufl  as 

cd  130,000/.  over  and  above  the  the  flate  of  our  finances  may  admit* 

wonted  income  of  revenue  frcm  to-  He  lamented  that  the  nation  feemed 

bacco  in  the  fame  quarters  before  {0  much  difpofed  to  facrihxe  every 

other 
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other  confideration  to  revenue,  and  ftrong  terms  reprobated  the  encroach- 

cxpreffed  his  fears 'that  the  monied-  xhents  which  tne  excife  was  making 

interefts  had  fo  totally  corrupted  all  oh  the  liberty  of  the  people,  and 

ranks  of  people,  that  they  feemed  contended  for  the   neceflity  of  in- 

entirely  to  have  changed  and  al-.  ferting  the  claufe:  as  did  Mr.  She- 

tered  their  notions  upon  great  po-  ridan,  Mr.  Waiftni,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 

liiical  fubjects,  on  w"hidi  formerly  and  Mr.  Martin;  but  upon  a  dtvifi- 

every  man  felt  alarm  and  jealoafy.  on  of  the  Houfe,  the  noes  were  ioO, 

Mr.  Secretary  Grenville  ftrongly  ayes  22 — majority  againft  the  claufe 
protefted  againft  the  manner  in  78.  ' 
which  the  queftion  had  been  ar-  On  the  15th  of  April  the  Chan  - 
gued,  as  tending  to  raife  a  clamour  cellor  of  the  Exchequer  opened  the 
againft  laws,  upon  which,  as  thofe  budget  for  the  year  1790,  the  par- 
gentlemen  well  knew,  the  whole  ticulars  of  which  our  readers  wi  I 
national  credit,  and  with  it  the  find  in  its  ufual  place.  He  began 
very  exiftence'  of  the  empire  de-  by  congratulating  the  committee 
pended.  upon  the  profperous  ftate  of  the  fi- 

The  members  for  the  city  of  L on-,  nances  of  the  country,  which  he 
don  and  for  Southwark  fpoke  in  was  that  day  enabled  to  lay  before 
favour  of  the  motion ;  and  Mr,  them,  hot  upon  fpeculation  and  from 
Sheridan,  after  a  long  reply,  hav-  conjecture,  but  upon  facts.  After 
ing  altered  the  queftion  to  a  motion  ftating  the  items  of  the  fupplies 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  voted,  and  of  the  ways  and  meam# 
the  tobacco  aft,  die  committee  at  he  called  the  attention  of  the  corn- 
length  divided  —  ayes  1 47  —  noes  mittee  to  the  Aim  Hated  a*  the  furplu* 
191.  of  the  confolidated  fund— This  he 

An  act  was  afterwards  pafled  to  faid  was  eftimated  upon  an  average 

explain  and  amend  the  act  of  the  of  the  three  lad  years,  which  would 

laft  year,  and  to  relieve  the  manu-  give  an  average  of  500,000!.  lefs 

facturers    from    certain     hardfhips  than  the  produce  of  the  laft  year,* 

therein.      Upon  the  third  reading  and  which,  confequently,  could  not 

of  this  act,  Sir  Watkin  Lewis  mov-  be  confidered  as  an*  unfair  one ;  and, 

ed  that  a  claufe  fhould  be  inferted,  by  that  eftimate,  it  would  appear 

giving  the  right  of  a  trial  by  jury  that  the  growing  furplus  of  the  cpq-. 

to  all  the  perfons  fubject  to  the  act,  folidated  fund  was  1,903,0001.;  to 

The  Attorney  General  objected  this  was  to  be  added  an  encreafe 

to  the  claufe,  as  a  dangerous  expe-  on  taxes  not  taken- into  that  efti- 

riment  upon  what  con i I itu ted  one-;  mate,  amounting  to  6o,oool,     Ke 

third  of  the  revenue  of  the  king-  took     for     balances      of     arrears 

dom.     He  remarked,  that  the  mode  ioo,oool.  and    for  an  increafe  on 

of  collecting  the  excife  had  flood  the  tobacco  duties  another  1  oo,oooI. 

now  near  a  century  and  a  half;  yet  Ke  was  fanguine  in  his  expectation 

it  was  never,  during  that  time,  dif-  of  the  produce  from  the  ai*rears  of 

covered  that  any  danger  arofe  to  afleffed  taxes,  which  in  the  laft  yeat 

the  conftitution  from  it.     He  con-  amounted   to   240,0001.    over    the 

eluded  with  ikying,  he  mould  vote  permanent  aflefimer.t ";    there   ftill 

againft  the  cHuXe.  remained  out-ftanding  arrears  to  the 

Mr.  Beanfoy    replied,  land   in  amount  of  6oo,oool  which  gradn-  * 

ally 
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ally  were  to  be  drawn  irf;  and, 
from  the  exertions  made  for  that 
pnrpofe,  he. conceived  he  might 
juftly  reckon  upon  1.50,000!.  being 
brought  in  during  the  prefent  year; 
all  which  ftrths  added  together, 
would  give  a  total  of  ways  and 
means  of  5,996,0001.  which  Aim 
was  more  than  fuiheient  to  meet  the 
fupply,  and  afforded  fair  ground  to' 
ertimate  the  growing  produce  of 
the  confolidated  fund  for  the  next 
year,  at  2,300,000!.  Mr.  Pitt  then 
proceeded  to  ftate  the  extraordinary 
expenees  which  had  been  defrayed 
^nce  the  year  1786,  with  the  afiirV 
ance  only  of  a  loan  of  a  fmgle  mil- 
lion, which  had  been  borrowed  laft 
year.  He  recapitulated  the  Unfore- 
seen increafe  of  the  peace  eftablifh- 
ment  from  various  caufes,  fuch  as 
the  aggravated  extraordinaries  of 
the  navy,  arifing  from  large  pur- 
•    chafes  of  timber,- and  other  (tores ; 

•  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
ojwing  to  the  unliquidated  demands 
a,t  the  end  of  the  war ;  the  expence 
of  the  armament  in  1787,  the  charge 
which  the  generofity  of  Parliament 
iad  incurred  on  account  of  the  lpy- 
■aJills ;  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales ;  all  of  which,  with  the  re- 
^uftion  of  the  national  debt,  would 
be  found  to  amount  to  fix  millions. 
The  incrcafe  of  revenue,  which  had 
enabled  the  public  thus  to  meet  the 
yarious  charges  he  had  mentioned,  he 
regarded  as  permanent,  and  as  ori- 
ginating in  two  caufes ;  the  fup- 
preftjon  of  fmuggiing,  and  the  in- 
creafe   of    the   commerce    of  the. 

*  country.  The  exports,  as  valued 
by  the  cuftom-houie  entries,  for  lall 
year,  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  18,5135000!.;  of  which  the 
Britiih  manufactured  goods  ex- 
ported amounted  to  15,494,000!.; 
upon  an  average  of  the    exports 

'  5 


fix  years  prior  to  the  American 
war,  which  average  he  took  on  ac- 
count of  thofe  years  being  the  pe- 
riod in  which  our  commerce  flou- 
rilhed  moft;  it  appeared,  jthat  the 
Britifh  manufactured  goods  export- 
ed, amounted  to  nO  more  thaa 
10,3 42,600!.  The  import's  for  the 
laft  year,  amounted  to  a  higher  fum 
than  was  ever  before  known,  being 
valued  at  17,838,0001.  At  iirS 
fight,  this  incrcafe  of  import  might 
appear  difadvantageous,  as  it  would 
feem  to  lcMen  the  balance  of  trade 
in  favour  of  the  country ;  this  the 
committee,  however,  would  per- 
ceive, upon  inveftigation,  not  to  be 
the  cafe,  but  that  the  increafe  of 
imports  arofe  from  circumftances 
which  demo.nftrated  the  increafe  of 
the  wealth  and  profperity  of  the 
country ;  it  iiTued  frpm  remittances 
of  fortunes  of  the  Eaft^and  Weft 
Indies  i  from  the  increafe  of  im- 
portatons  from  Ireland,  which  gen- 
tlemen would  recollect  was  a  proof 
of  the  increafmg  profperity  of  that 
valuable  part  of  the  empire;  from 
the  Greenland  and  South  Wales 
fisheries,  the  imports  from  which  * 
were  to  be  confidered  as  adding  to 
the  ftock  of  the  country,  being 
wealth  poured  in  from  the  ocean. 
Our  navigation  had  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  our 
commerce.  In  the  year  1773,  there 
belonged  to  Britifh  ports  9,224  vef- 
fels,  and  63,000  feamen ;  and  in 
the  year  178H,  11,085  veflels,  and' 
83,000  feamen ;  (hewing  an  in- 
creafe of  feamen  in  1788,  above, 
the  number  in  1773,  of  no  lefs  than 
one- third. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  an  en- 
comium upon  the  .Britifh  constitu- 
tion ;  to  which,  undor  Providence, 
the  profperous  (late  of  the  nation 
was  to  be  afcribed,  and  whicu  it 

wad 
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jras  therefore  their  mofl  facred  dtity 
to  maintain  inviolate  and  to  de- 
fend againft  aH  innovations. 

Mr.  Sheridan  differed  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  with 
refpeft  to  the  adtual  receipt,  and  the 
actual  expenditure.  If  the  averages 
pfi  786-7-8,  were  taken,  it  wouldap- 
pear  that  the  receipt  for  thole  three 
years  feverally  had  been  1 5,140,000!, 
and  the  expenditure  17,140,0001, 
making  a  deficiency  of  fix  millions 
pn  the  whole.  From  the  Bye  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  three  per  cents, 
redeemed,  was  to  be  cfcdu&ed  the 
additional  million  of  exchequer  bills 
jffiied,  the  money  borrowed  laft 
year,  the  increafe  of  the  navy  debt, 
and  one  quarter's  revenue  antici- 
pated, which  was  every  milling  debt 
incurred,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been 
actually  borrowed,  making  in  all 
3,500,0001.  The  average  income 
of  four  years,  including  the  laft  year, 
would  be  found  to  be  fhort  of  what 
the  revenue  committee  had  tak-*n 
it  at,  though  annual  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  2oo,oool.  had  been  laid 
ince  they  made  their  calculation; 
and  regulations  for  improving  the 
collection  of  old  taxes  adopted, 
which  the  committee  had  pointed 
out  as  a  refource  to  provide  for 
contingencies,  and  not  as  neceflary 
to  make  good  their  eftimate.— -lie 
contended  that  there  was  not  a  An- 
gle pound  applicable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt*  and  de- 
clared that  nothing  would  put  the 
finances  into  a  proper  flate,  but 
juther raifing  the  income  to  the  ex- 
penditure, or  lowering  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  income ;  at-prefent  there 
exifted  a  plain  deficiency  of  one 
jnillion. 

The  chancellor  ©iHftr«*c©q>er 


{aid,  Mr.  Sheridan  went  for  an 
average  to  a  period  which  had  no 
analogy » to  the  prefent,  in  order  to 
take  in  the  year  1786,  before  the 
commercial  treaty  was  pa/Ted,  the 
new  taxes  rendered  productive,  or 
the  regulations  for  an  improved 
collection  adopted  ;  and  then  com- 
pared die  permanent  revenue  with 
the  temporary  expenditure.  He 
it  ruck  out  the  produce  of  the  lot- 
tery, merely  becaufe  he  dill  iked  a 
lottery,  and  retained  the  temporary 
expence  of  the  American  loyalifts, 
which  it  was  intended  to  meet.  He 
admitted  that  the  receipt  and  the  ex- 
penditure could  not  be  brought  to  a 
permament  balance  without  a  con- 
siderable reduction  of  expence  ;  bin 
the  time  when  the  revenue  commit- 
tee had  calculated  that  fuch  a  ba- 
lance would  be  effected,  was  the  end 
of  the  year  1790,  not  the  beginning* 
and  was  not,  therefore,  matter  fox 
the  difcuflion  of  that  day. 

On  the  5th  of  May  Mr.  Pitt  de- 
livered to  the  houfe  a  mefiage  from 
his  majefty  *,  in  which  he  informed 
them  of  the  violence  that  had  beeu 
committed  upon  two  veflels  belong- 
ing to  his  majefly's  fubjects,  on  the 
north-weftern  coair.  of  America,  by 
an  officer  commanding  two  Spanilk 
{hips  of  war :  of  his  applications  \o 
the  court  of  Spain  for  fatisfadion  : 
of  its.  claims  to  an  exclufive  right 
of  navigation  in  thofe  feas,  and  its 
holtile  preparations :  and  of  his  ma- 
jeity's  determination  to  fupport  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights 
and  interelts  of  his  people.  The* 
meflage  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  rnovr 
ed  that  it  ihould  be  taken  into  con* 
^deration  the  folio vving  day. 

On  the  6th  the  meifage  having- 
been  again  read,  Mr*  "Pitt  role  ana 
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remarked, 
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remarked,  that  however  natural  it 
might  be  to  look  with  concern  upon 
the  circumftances  ft  a  ted  in  his  ma* 
jefty's  meffage,  and  all  the  future  pof- 
fible  occurrences  to  which  it  might 
lead*  he  conceived  that  he  fhould 
toot  do  juftice  to  the  feelings  and„ 
public  fpirit  of  that  houfe,  if  he  en- 
tertained, for  a  moment,  an  idea 
that  there  could  arife  any  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  meafures  which 
Yuch  circumftances  would  make  it 
neceflary  to  adopt.    There  was  no 
occafion  for  him  to  enlarge  upon 
the  fa&s  dated  in  his  majefty's  mef- 
fage;  the  bare  mention  of  them  (he 
was  perfuaded)  would  prove  fufficient 
to  induce  the  houfe  to  give  their 
concurrence    to   the    addrefs  with 
which  he  fhould  move.    Thefe  fa&s 
were:   that   his   majefty's   fubjecls 
had  been  forcibly  interrupted  in  a 
trade  which  they  had  carried  on, 
for  years,  without  moleftation,  in 
parts  of  America  where  they  had 
an  -incontrovertible  right  of  trad- 
ing,  and   in   places   to   which   no 
country  could  claim  an   exclufive 
right  of  commerce  and  navigation  : 
that    this    interruption    had    been 
made  by  a  feizure  of  two  mips,  their 
cargo  and  companies,  without  any 
previous  notice  :    that  the  officers 
and  crews  of  thofe  vefTels  had  been 
carried  to  a  Spanifh  port  as  prifon- 
ers  of  war,  and  the  cargoes  of  the 
vefTels  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
the  captors,  without  even  the  form 
of    condemnation     or    judicature, 
which  has  always  been  deemed  ne- 
*cefl"ary,  even  in  times  of  war. — He 
wifhed  to  abftain  from  every  word 
©f  aggravation;    the  ftatement  of 
thefe  facts  was  fufficient  to  induce 
tl  Britiih  hou/e  of  commons  to  de- 
mand ample  refutation  to  the  indi- 


viduals injured,  and  full  fatisfaftioi 
to  the  nation  for  its  infulted  he-*- 
nour.  It  was  true,  that  one  of  the 
vefTels  had  been  delivered  up  by  the 
viceroy'  of  Mexico,  but  no  (atisfac-* 
tion  to  the  nation  had  thereby  been 
given ;  on  the  contrary,  the  court 
of  Madrid  had  advanced  a  claim  to 
the  exclufive  right  of  navigation  in 
thofe  feas,  that  was  unfounded  and 
exorbitant,  indefinite  in  its  confe- 
quences,  aiming  deftru&ion  to  our 
valuable  fifherie*  in  the  foutherri 
ocean,  and  tending  to  the  annihi- 
lation of  a  commerce  in  its  infancy* 
which  we  were  juft  beginning  to 
carry  on  to  the  profit  of  the  coun- 
try, in  hitherto  unfrequented  parts 
of  the  globe ;  it  was  therefore  ne- 
ceflary and  incumbent  upon  the 
nation  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
might  in  future  prevent  any  fiich 
difputes.  When,  in  addition  to 
this  conduit  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
the  houfe  were  alio  acquainted* 
by  the  meflage,  of  the  vigorous 
preparations  making  in  the  dif- 
ferent Tea -ports  of  that  kingdom, 
there  could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  our  preparing  to  a£ 
with  vigour  and  effect  in  fupport 
of  the  honour  of  his  majefty's  crown, 
and  the  interefts  of  his  people.  At 
the  fame  time  the  houfe,  he  was 
confident,  would '  heartily  agree  in 
his  majefty's  wifli,  that  the  prefent 
difpute  might  be  terminated  amica- 
bly, and  that  we  mould  not  be 
driven  to  the  neceffity  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  meafures  of  hoftility. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  moving 
an  addrefs  in  the  ufuai  form  *,  which 
being  feconded  by  Mr.  Grenville, 
Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  faid,  he  mould  ' 
give-  his  vote  mofi  heartily  for  the 
addrefs,  in  which  he  believed  the 
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koofe  would  be  unanimous.    At  the 
fame  time,  he  could  not  avoid  expref- 
fing  a  wilh  that  the  mefTage  had  been 
more  full;  and  particularly  that  it 
ought  to  hate  acquainted  the  houfe  . 
what  our  fhips  were  doing-  in  thofe 
parts  of  America,  when  they  were 
feized.  Mr.  Fox  then  remarked,  that 
it  was  now  fcarcely  a  fortnight  mice 
the  minifter  had  given  that  houfe  the 
moft  flattering  account  of  the  pro- 
fperous  Hate  of  the  country ;  and  in 
no  part  of  his  fpeech  did  he  feem 
more  confident,  than  in  the  afliir- 
ances  he  gave  the  houfe  of  the  prof- 
pe&  of  the  continuance  of  peace.  He 
knew  at  that  time  that  the  (hips  had 
been  feized,   and  that   the  crews 
had  been  fent  to  a  Spanilh  port  pri- 
soners of  war ;  he  underftood  that 
the  Spanifh  .  ambaflador    had    not 
only  avowed  the  capture,  but  ac- 
companied it  with  a  complaint  and 
fequifition  that  his  majefty  would 
not  fuffer  hk  fubje&s  to  trade  on 
thofe  coafts,  and  fifh  in  the  fouthern 
ocean.      It  was  generally   known 
that  Spain  was  carrying*  on  great 
armaments.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  opportunities 
of  knowing  what  the  extent  of  the 
armament  was,  than  he  could  pre- 
tend to;  but  when  Spain  was  arm- 
ing, it  was  not  very  reafonable  to 
think  that  we  mould  be   long  at 
peace.      He  .mentioned  thefe  cir- 
cnmftances  not  only  as  proofs  of  a 
fbange  inconfiftency  in  the  minify 
tier's  language,  but  becaufe  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  hopes  holden  out 
by  mmifters  had  added  greatly  to 
the  difappointment,  the  alarm,  and 
the  fears  jrf.ihe  public,  when  they 
Wdenhr  found  thofe  hopes   falfi- 
fied.    Had  not  fuch  fallacious  ex- 
pectations been  excited,  he  trufted 
that  his  majefty's  meflage  would  pot 
Vou  XXXXL 


have  had  the  effect,  on  the  public 
funds,  and  the  minds  of  men,  which* 
it  had  produced. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  miliaken 
in  his  ftatement  of  the  circumftances 
to  which  he  had  referred.  He  had 
faid,  "  We  knew  every  thing  when 
the  budget  was  opened,  that  we 
know  now."  The  cafe  was  directly 
the  reverfe.  We  knew  nothing  of 
the  fadls  in  queftion,  but  what  we 
had  learned  from  the  ftatement  of  the 
Spanifh  ambaflador,  whofe  commu- 
nication was  extremely  vague  and 
general,  and  related  only  to  the 
capture  of  one  of  the  veffels,  and 
that  without  the  particulars.  He 
had  faid,  we  then  Knew  the  whole 
of  the  claim  of  Spain ;  whereas  we 
did  not  know  it  diftinctly,  till  at  a 
period  fubfequent  to  the  budget- 
day.  Neither  did  we  know  the 
extent  of  the  preparations  of  the 
court  of  Spain  in  her  feveral  ports* 
till  a  very  few  days  fince.  But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would 
give  him  leave,  in  his  turn,  to  make 
a  fingle  remark  on  what  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  affirmed,  that  he  for 
months  had  known  of  the  arma- 
ments of  Spain,  and  yet,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  femon,  he  had 
argued  on  the  propriety  of  dimi- 
nishing the  forces  of  the  country* 
and  had  exprefsly  contended  that 
we  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  court  of  Spain. 

Several  motions  for  papers  rela- 
tive to  the  difpute  with  Spain  were 
afterwards  made  by  the  members  of 
opposition,  the  objects  of  which  werei 
to  afcertain,  firft,  the  precife  nature 
of  the  tranfa&ion  atNobtka  Sound* 
and  the  value  of  the  trade  which  it 
was  intended  to  eftablilh  in  tha* 
[G]  part 
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part  of  the  wotfd ;  and,  fecondly,  the 
dates  of  the  communication  made  by 
the  court  cf  ^Madrid  of  the  feizure 
~of  the  Englith  fliips,  and  of  its 
grounds  for  having  fo  done ;  and 
after,  the  dates  of  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived of  the  hoftile  preparations  of 
t'lat  power.  Thefe  motions  were 
imde  with  a  view  to  cenfure  the  con- 
duct of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, who,  it  was  faid,  in  his  fpeech 
upon  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
had  held  foith  the  great  advantages 
of  the  fouth-fea  trade,  at  the  time  he 
knew  it  to  be  both  infignificant  and 
precarious :  and  the  profpeft  of  a 
continuance  of  peace,  when  he  knew 
we  were  upon  the  point  of  being 
embroiled  with  Spain.  * 

Thefe  motions  were  refitted  by 
adminiflration,  as  tending  to  a  dif- 
clofure  of  circumftances,  which,  in 
the  prefent  cop  u6t tire,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  divulge ;  and  the  im- 
putations they  were  intended  to 
convey,  were  met  with  a  general  de- 
nial of  their  truth,  and  declarations 
that  they  mould  be  ready  to  meet 
the  charges  fully  and  direclly,  as 
foon  as  it  coaid  be  done  with  pro- 
priety Upon  a  divifion,  there  ap- 
peared for  die  produ&ion  of  papers 
1 2 J,  againft.it  213. 

A  motion  was  alfo  made  by  Mr. 
Francis,  for  an  account  of  all  the 
appointments  of  ambafladors  to  Ma- 
drid fmcc  the  laft  peace,  the  falaries 
paid  them,  and  the  periods  of  their 
refidence.  This  motion  being  ac- 
ceded to,  and  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe,  Mr.  Francis  moved  a 
rcfolution  grounded  upon  them,  that 
it  appearing^  «*  this t  fince  the  year 
*7%3>  f°ur  ambafladors  had  been  ap- 
pointed- to  the  com  t  of  Madrid,  and 
an  expence  incurred  on  their  ac- 
count of  35,^02  /.  and  that  no  am- 
feafladors  had  rciided  there  but  for 


thirteen  months,  his  majefty  fhoalo! 
be  requeued  to  give  directions  for 
'the  due  performance  in  future  of 
the  ilrvices  belonging  to  thofe  ap- 
pointments." In  anlwer  to  the  charge 
implied  in  Mr.  Francis's  motion,  a 
circumflantial  account  was  given  of 
the  caufes,  which  had  prevented  the 
refidenccof  the  ambafladors  in  Spain; 
and  the  order  of  the  day  being  call- 
ed for,  the  houfe  divided,  for  the 
order  95,  againft  it  59. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  addrefs, 
in  anfwer  to  the  meflage,  was  moved 
by  the  duke  of  Leeds,  and  feconded 
by  lord  Rawdon,  and  a  motion  for 
the  production  of  papers  relative  to 
the  capture  of  theNveflels,  and  to  the 
armaments  preparing  in  Spain,  was 
negatived  without  a  divifion »     On 
the  12  th  of  May,  another  motion 
was  made  by  the  earl  of  KinnouJ 
upon  the  fame  fubjeft.     His  lord- 
fhip  obferved,  that  for  his  own  part, 
he  mould  not  hefitate  to   declare, 
that  he  ftrongly  fufpe&ed   the  mi- 
ni fter  of  having,  for  purpofes  bert 
known  to  himfelf,  kept,  back,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  the  information 
given  to  the  houfe  by  his  majefty's 
meflage.     He  fufpedted  admini  It  ra- 
tion alfo  of  having    neglected   to 
make  a  timely  preparation,  propor- 
tioned to  the  armaments  of  Spain, 
by  which  negleft  that  country  had 
been  encouraged  to  defend  the  ag- 
greflion  complained  of.     He  con- 
demned his  majefty's  fervants   fur 
having  deluded  the  country  by  hold- 
ing out  a   prdfpeft  of  permanent 
peace;  when  they  rauft  have  known 
of  the  probable  grounds  of  sn  ap- 
proaching war.     He  judged  it  pro- 
per, therefore,  to  move  for  the  date 
of  the  firft  official  information  re- 
ceived.   He  wiflicd  not  to  move  for 
any  paper  that  could  be  objected  to 

on  the  grounds  of  Hate  fecrecy.  The 

fubitance 
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fubftance  of  the  information  given 
in  the  remonftrance  of  the  Spaniih 
ambaflador  had  been  ftated  in  his 
majefty's  meflage ;  he  defired  only 
to  have  the  date  of  the  receipt  of 
that  information.  This  could  in  no 
ways  prove  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  he  thought  it 
would  neither  be  candid  to  the  houfe, 
nor  honourable  to  the  minifter,to  re- 
rufe  it.  In  conclufion,  Lord  Kinnoul 
moved  for  **  Ah  humble  addrefs  to 
Ids  Majefty»  that  he  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  the  date  of  the 
receipt  of  the  remonftrance  prefent- 
ed  by  the  Spaniftl  ambaflador  to  his 
toajefty's  minifters,  by  order  of  his 
court." 

Lord  Walfingham  then  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord  could  not  be  agreed  to,  unlefs 
the  houfe  departed  from  a  rule 
Which  they  had  invariably  and  wife- 
ly obferved;  that  of  never  fufFering 
papers  to  be  produced  relative  to  a 
hegociation  with  a  foreign  power, 
pending  fuch  a  negociatibn. 

The  motion  Was  fupported,by  lord 
Portchefter,  lord  Carlifle,  and  lord 
Stormont  i— and  the  queftion  being 
put,  the  houfe  divided,  and  there 
appeared,  contents  34,  non-con- 
tents 53. 

On  the  I  oth  of  May  a  vote  of  cre- 
dit for  one  million  pafled  the  houfe 
of  commons  without  oppbfition. 

In  our  3  oth  volume  we  have  given 
a  particular  account  of  the  compen- 
fation  voted  for  the  American  loy- 
alifts,  of  the  principles  upon  which 
it  was  diftributed,  and  of  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Harford. 

Our  readers  will  alfo  find  at  the 
end  of  the  hiftorical  part  of  this  vo- 
lume, a  itatement  laid  before  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  the  claims 
made,  and  of  lofles  allowed  by  the 


commiflioners  for  examining  the 
claims  of  the  American  loyalifts.  On 
the  1 1  th  of  May,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  after  ftating  the  a* 
mount  of  the  claims  given  in  by  the 
American  loyalifts,  die  amount  al- 
lowed by  the  commiflioners,  and  the 
fums  already  paid,  moved,  that  th« 
fum  of  224,000/.  be  granted  for  far- 
ther payments;  and  the  fum  of 
32,000/.  to  make  good  the  lofles 
•fufained  by  certain  perfons,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. Some  of  thefe,  he  faid,  had 
fuftained  very  heavy  lofTes  by  a  con- 
duct which  entitled  them  to  the  mu- 
nificence of  this  country;  and  it 
was  found  on  enquiry,  that  the  rea- 
fon  why  they  had  not  applied  in  per- 
fon  for  compenfation,  was,  that  their 
•lofles  had  deprived  them  of  the 
means  of  leaving  America.  At  the 
fame  tim,e  he  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  enfuing  Tuefday  he  fhould  pro- 
pofe  a  compenfation,  in  the  way  of 
perpetual  annuity,  to  the  Penn  fa- 
mily* whofe  lofles  were  eftimated  by 
the  commiflioners  at  500,000/.  and, 
alfo,  for  fome  other  claims  not  yet 
provided  for. 

He  then  moved  a  mode  of  com- 
penfation for  fuch  perfons  as  fuftain- 
ed lofles  by  fupplying  the  army 
or  the  navy  with  ftores,  provifions, 
&c;  for  fuch  as  fuffered  by  the  cef- 
fi on  of  Florida ;  and  for  fuch  as  fuf- 
fered by  lofles  of  income  arifing 
from  offices. 

On  the  14th,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  lofles  fttftained 
by  the  family  of  Penn.  Their  Cafe, 
he  faid,  was  different  from  that 
of  any  other  of  the  American  loyal - 
ids*  and  could  not  be  governed  by 
any  of  the  rules  already  laid  down 
by  the  houfe.  He  ftated  their  al- 
lowed lofs  to  be  500,000/.  and  pro- 
[<?•]'."  pofed 
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pofed  to  grant  to  them  and  their 
heirs  an  annuity  of  4000/.  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  confolidated  fund.    He 
obferved,  that  the  (late  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  fenfible  of  the  great  merit  of 
the  family,  had  granted  a  fum  of 
1 30,000  /.  fterling,  to  be  paid  by  in- 
flalments.     The  fatt,  however,  was, 
that  11,000/.  was  all  that  had  been 
paid,  though  the  family  had  no  rea- 
ion  to  doubt  the  ultimate  payment. 
He  thought  that  the  granting  of  this 
'annuity,  in  the  manner  propofed, 
would  be  a.ftVong  mark  of  the  na- 
tional generoiity  and  refpect.  for  the 
N  fervices  of  their  great  anceftor.  He 
hoped  tne  committee  would  think 
with  him,  that  the  annuity  he  had 
propofed  was  neither  profufe  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  fparing  on  the  other. 
He  concluded  by  moving  a  refolu- 
tion  for  granting  the  faid  annuity 
from  the  5  th  of  January  1790. 

Mr.  F.  Montagu  and  other  mem- 
bers were  of  opinion,  that  5000  /. 
ought  to  be  the  leaft  fum  granted  as 
an  annuity  to  that  refpe&able  fami- 
ly. Mr.  Wilmot  argued,  that  taking 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Harford,  whofe  lois 
was  eftimated  at  230,000  /.  and  who 
received  a  compenfation  of  70,000/. 
as  a  rule,  a  grant. of  5000/.  per  an- 
num would  fill  be  below  the  mark. 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Francis  thought 
4000/.  fufficient,and  declaring  they 
mould  take  the  fenfe  of  the  com- 
Jnittee ;  that  fum  was  agreed  upon 
without  a  divifion* 

On  the  17th  of  May,  a  mefTage 
from  his  majefty  was  delivered  by 
thf  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ac- 
quainting the  houfe  with  his  inten- 
tions of  granting  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
•  Willis,  a  penfion  of  one  thousand 
•founds  a  year  nett,  for  twenty-one 
years ;  and  requefting  the  afliilance 
.  of  parliament  for  that  purpofe :  a 
'  bitt  was  the  next  day  ordered  to  be 


brought  in  for  the  purpofe  men- 
-tioned  in  the  mefTage,  and  paired 
both  houfes. 

On  the  26th  of  May  the  houfe 
having  refolved  itfelfinto  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  upon  the 
tontine  a&  of  the  laft  feffions,  Mr. 
Pitt  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
committee,  that  the  tontine  had  ori- 
ginally been  propofed  as  an  experi- 
ment, and,  at  the  time,  it  had  ap- 
peared to  him  a  reafonable  expecta- 
tion, that  it  would  have  proved 
of  equal  advantage  to  the  public 
and  the  fubferibers*  This,  how- 
ever, had  not  been  the  cafe ;  and  al- 
though the  tontine  originally  bore 
a  premium,  it  had  iince  been  at  a 
confiderable  difcount,  and  if  per- 
Med  in  according  td  the  original, 
terms,  the  individuals  who  had  taken 
the  whole  of  it  muft  fuftain  a  very 
confiderable  lofs;  an  event  which 
he  had  little  doubt  but  that  the 
committee  would  feel  it  became 
them  to  endeavour  to  guard  againft, 
and  the  more  efpecially,  if  any  means 
of  doing  fo  could  be  fuggefted  which 
would  not  militate  againft  the  pub- 
lic intereft.  The  committee  would 
recolleft,  that  when  he  had  firft 
opened,  the  fubjeft,  with  a  view  of 
affording  the  original  fubferibers 
relief,  he  had  hinted  at  enlarging 
the  time  of  nomination  from  October 
to  April;  but,  upon  mature  consi- 
deration, it  had  appeared,  that  al- 
though fuch  a  meafure  would  afford 
the  original  fubferibers  eflential  re- 
lief, it  could  not  be  adopted  with 
perfect  fecurity  to  thofe  perfons  who 
had  been  already  nominated;  and 
therefore,  it  had  been  coniidered  as 
advifeable  to  pufh  that  propofittpn 
no  farther.  He  meant  to  propofe 
to  give  thofe  who  held  the  (hares  of 
the  tontine  an  option  of  exchanging 
it  for  long  .annuities,  and  to  eih* 
3  power 
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power  the  commiffioners  of  the  trea- 
sury to  nominate  to  the  (hares,  which 
might  be  vacant  when  the  period  of 
nomination  to  (hares  (hould  expire, 
which  would  be  in  Odiober  next, 
and  to  hold  the  fame  for  the  public. 
By  thefe  means  gentlemen  would 
fee  that  faith  would  be  kept  with  the 
perfons  whofe  lives  were  already  in- 
terefted,  the  ^original  fubfcribers 
would  be  refcued  from  the  rifque 
they  at  prefent  ran,  in  confequence 
of  a  (peculation,  which,  prima  facie, 
had  undoubtedly  been  a'  laudable 
one,  and  the  public  itfelf  would  be 
no  fufferer. 

The  proportion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  after 
ibme  oppofition,  in  which  it  was 
urged  that  the  fubfcribers  might 
conceive  themfelves  to  be  injured, 
and  confequently  that  their  confent 
ought  to  be  obtained,  was  adopted 
p>y  the  committee,  and  a  bill  pafTed 
both  houfes  for  carrying  it  into  ef- 
feft.  m  ^ 

The  fubjeft  of  the  flave  trade  was 
again  moved  by  Mr.  Wilberforce 
early  in  the  feflion.  The  evidence 
produced  by  the  planters  was  not 
gone  through  till  near  the  clofe,  and 
the  remaining  time  was  employed 
in  examining  fome"  additional  wit- 
aefles  in  favour  of  the  abolition. 
The  further  consideration  of  the 
fubjedl  was  then  adjourned. 

Upon  the  i6th  day  of  February, 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings  re-com- 
menced in  Weftminiler-,hall,  being 
the  fifty-fifth  day  of  the  fitting  of 
the  court.  The  court  fate  in  this 
•feflion  but  thirteen  days,  in  which 
the  managers  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons went  through  the  charge  re- 
Jative  to  the  receipt  of  prefents, 
which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Anftru- 
iher,  and  the  evidence  fummed  up 
andobferved  upon,  in  a  (peech  which 
laded  twp  days,  by  Mr.  Fox.    The 
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court  adjourned  on  Wednefday  the 
9th  of  June,  being  the  fixty-eighth 
day. 

On  the   nth  day  of  May,  Mr. 
Burke  called  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  a  motion  he  had  to  offer 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  protracted 
continuance  of  the  trial.  After  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  petition  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Haftings  to  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  he  adverted  to  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  principal  caufes 
of  its  not  having  been  brought  to  a 
(needier  conclufion :  the  firft  was, 
the  determination  of  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  obtained  at  the  inftance  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  to  proceed  upon  all 
the  articles  of  charge  before  they 
came    to    any    decifion;    another 
was,  that  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Haf- 
tings had  infilled  upon  reading  pa- 
pers at  large  inftead  of  extracts :  but 
what  occasioned,  perhaps,  the  great- 
«ft  delay,  was,  that  the  managers 
were  not  made  acquainted  with  the 
grounds  and  extent  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  decifions  of  the 
houfe  of  Lords  were  made  refpe&ing 
the  admiifibility  of  evidence.     This 
made    it    impolfible   for    them   to 
know  how  far  the  next  queftions, 
which  they  intended  to  put,  might, 
or  might  not,  militate  againft  thofe 
principles.    He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing the  following  refolutions : 

ft  That  this  houfe,  taking  into 
«  confideration  the  interruptions 
"  occafioned  by  the  occupations  of 
"  the  j  udges  and  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
"  as  alfo  the  impediments  which 
"  have  occurred,  or  may  occur,  in 
«c  the  courfe  of  the  trial  of  the  im- 
**  peachment  of  Warren  Haftings, 
"  Efq;  doth,  without  meaning  to 
"  abandon  the  truth  or  importance 
ts  of  the  charges,  authorife  the  ma- 
"  nagers  of  their  faid  impeachment, 
"  to  infill  only  upon  fuch  and  lb 
[4?  3]  many 
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"  many  of  the  faid  charges  as  fhall 
*'  appear  to  them  the  moft  condu- 
€€  cive  to  the  obtaining  fpeedy  and 
*'  effectual  juftice  againft  the  faid 
"  Warren  Raftings." 

2d, "  That  the  commons  of  Great 
€f  Britain  in  parliament  aJemWed, 
"  from  a  regard  to  their  own  ho- 
te  nour,  and  from  the  duty  which 
*'  they  owe  to  all  the  commons  of 
*'  Great  Britain,  in  whofe  name,  as 
"  well  as  in  their  own,  they  act  in 
"  the  public  profecutions  by  them 
"  carried  on  before  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  are  bound  to  perfevere  in 
their  impeachment  againft  War- 
ren Haftin^s,  Efq;  late  governor- 
**  general  of  Bengal,  until  judgment 
"  may  be  obtained  upon  the  moft 
•*  important  articles  in  the  fame." 
Gn  the  17th  of  May  eomphint 
-was  made  to  the  houfe  by  general 
Burgoyne  of  a  libellous  publication 
inferted  in  one  of  the  morning  papers 
■with  the  fignature  of  John  Scott,  a 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
grofsly  reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  managers  of  the  impeachment, 
and  upon  the  juftice  of  that  houfe. 
The  letter  was  then  read  by  the  cleric, 
and  major  Scott  being  called  to  an- 
fwer  this  complaint,  avowed  himfelf 
to  be  the  author  of  the  letter  in 
queftion  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  de- 
clared, that  no  man  living  had  a 
higher  refpect  for  the  rules  of  the 
houfe  than  he  had ;  and  if  he  had 
broken  them,  he  had  done  fo  unin- 
tentionally, and  was  forry  for  it. 
The  honourable  major  then  entered 
into  a  general  juftification  of  his 
letter,  and  declared,  that  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  an  error  in  his  con- 
duel,  he  had  been  drawn  into  it  by 
great  examples.  He  then  entered 
into  a  variety  of  publications  by 
Mr.  Burkef  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  ge- 


neral Burgoyne,  which  he  confi- 
dered  to  be  by  far  Wronger  libels 
than  he  had  ever  written. 

Major  Scott;,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the.  houfe,  having  givea 
in  his  defence,  immediately  with- 
drew. 

General  Burgoyne  then  movecf, 
"  That  it  is  againft  the  law  and 
ufage  of  parliament,  and  a  high 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  houie, 
to  write  or  publilh,  or  caufe  to  be 
written  or.publifhed,  any  fcandalous 
or  libellous  reflections  on  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  this  honfe,  in  any  of 
the  impeachments  or  profecutions  in 
which  it  is  engaged."  Which  be- 
ing voted  without  a  divifion,  he  N 
next  moved,  "  That  it  appears  to 
this  houfe,  that  the  letter  now  deli* 
vered  in,  is  a  fcandalous  and  libel- 
lous paper  reflecting  on  the  honour 
and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  and  on  the 
conduct  of  the  managers  appointed 
to  conduct  the  impeachment  now 
proceeding  againft  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  'efq. 

Upon  the  fuggeftion  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  that  in  a 
matter  relative  to  their  own  privi-. 
leges,  and  efpecially  as  a  great 
laxity  of  practice  had  of  late  years 
obtained  with  -refpect  to  publica- 
tions upon  the  proceedings  of  par- 
liament, the  houfe  ought  to  proceed* 
with  all  poflible  caution.  He  then 
moved,  that  the  debate  be  adjourn- 
ed to  Thurfday,  the  27th  of  May. 
It  was  then  refumed,  and  after  a 
long  converfation,  in  which  the 
prevailing  abufes  of  the  freedom  of 
the  prefs  were  pointedly  difcufiedj 
the  motion  was  adopted. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  That  John 
Scott,  efq.  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
in  publifliing  the  faid  letter,  was 
guilty  of  a  grofs_and  fcandalous  li- 
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bel,  reflecting  upon  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  upon  the  managers  of  the 
impeachment."' 

The  motion  was  Oppofed  by  Mr. 
lfigley,  who  thought  that  the  houfe, 
in  its  juftice,  ought  not  to  proceed 
in  a  fevere  manner  againft  the  ho- 
nourable member;    who,  he   faid, 
had  already  made  the  moil  fatisfac- 
tory  and  fufficient  apology  for  what 
he  Hood  accufed  of.    He  then  made 
a  number  of  obfervations    on   fe- 
veral  pamphlets  written  by  gentle- 
men on  the  fide  of  opposition  ;  and 
thought  that  the  houfe,  as  well  as  the 
honourable  member  accufed,  had  a 
right  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of 
thofe  pamphlets,   and   to  proceed  ' 
upon  them  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  houfe  is  now  doing  in  the  pfe- 
fent  cafe. 

After  feveral  amendments  pro- 
pofed  by  different  members,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  fhotion  mould  ftand 
as  follows :  «  That  John  Scott,  efq. 
having  avowed  himfelf  to  be  the  wri- ' 
ter  of  the  faid  letter,  was  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
that  houfe,  and  of  reflecting  upon  the 
managers  of  the  impeachment.' * 
^  Mr.  Jekyll  then  moved  the  pre- 
vious queftion;  which   was,   nega- 
tived, and  the  motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

General  Burgoyne  then  moved, 
"  That  major  Scott  be  reprimanded 
at  the  baf  of  that  houfe,  for  his  con- 
duel  in  publishing  the  Said  libel." 

This  motion  brought  on  a  very 
long  and  perfonal  de£atc,  in  which 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  took  a  part;  and,  after  a  confi- 
derable  opposition,  it  was  agreed 
that  major  Scott  mould  be  repri- 
manded in  his  place. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  moved,  that  John 
Scott,  efq;  do  attend  in  his  place  in 
that  houfe  \o-morrow. 


The  order  of  the  day  being  then 
read  for  the  attendance  of  John 
Scott,  efq.  in  his  place,  and  the 
ftrangers  being  ordered  to  with- 
draw, he  was  reprimanded  by  the 
fpeaker  in  the  following  terms: 

«'  Mr.  Scott,  the  houfe  have  re-  * 
fdlved,*that  you,  being  the  author  of 
a  letter  which  the  houfe  have  de-„ 
clared  to  be  a  fcandalons  and  libel-  . 
lous  paper,  reflecting  on  the  honoui* 
and  juftice  of  this  houfe,  and  on  the 
conduct  of  the  managers  appointed 
to  manage  the  impeachment  now  de- 
pending againft  Warren  Haftings, 
efq.  are  guilty  of  a  violation  of  your 
duty  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  and 
of  a  high  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
this  houfe. 

<c  On  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  your  offence  it  is  unneceffary  for 
me  to  dwell :  whatever  has  a  ten- 
dency to  depreciate  the  honour  and 
juftice  of  this  houfe,  particularly  in 
the  exercife  of  its  inquisitorial  func- 
tions, tends  in  the  fame  proportion  ' 
to  weaken  and  degrade  the  energies 
and  dignity  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion. 

"  The  privileges  of  this  houfe 
have  a  claim  to  trie  reSpect  of  every 
fubject  of  this  country.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  this  houfe,  it  is  your  duty,  as 
it  is  a  part  of  your  truft,  to  fupport 
and  protect  them.  Had  a  fenfe  of 
thefe  obligations  produced  its  due 
influence  on  your  mind  and  conduct, 
you  would  have  avoided  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  houfe,  and  I  Should 
have  been  fptred  the  pain  of  de- 
claring to  you  the  refult  of  it.  The 
moderation  of  the  houfe  is  not, 
however,  lefs  nr.nifeft  on  this  occa- 
sion, than  their  juft  fenfe  of  their 
own  dignity,  and  of  the  importance 
of  their  own  privileges.  It  is  my 
duty,  in  addreSTmg  you,  to  be  guid- 
ed by  the  lenity  which  marks  their 
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proceedings ;  and  in  the  perfuafion 
that  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  will 
operate  as  an  effectual  admonition 
to  yourfelf  and  to  others,  I  forbear 
to  fay  more,  than  that  the  houfe 
have  directed  that  I  reprimand  you 
for  your  faid  offence ;  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  their  commands,  I  do  re- 
primand you  accordingly." 

On  the  10th  day  of  June,  the  king 
put  an  end  to  the  feffion  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which  he  ac- 
quainted the  two  houfes  that  he  had 
yet  received  no  fatisfa&ory  anfwer 
from  Madrid;  and  was  therefore 
under  the  neceffity  of  continuing  to 
proceed  with  expedition  and  vigour 
in  preparations  for'  war,  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  which  he  had  received 
the  ftrongeft  afiurances  from  his  al- 
lies, of  their  determination  to  fulfil 
the  engagements  of  the  exifling 
treaties. 

He  then  informed  them  of  his  in- 
tention of  immediately  diffolving 
the  prefent,  and  calling  a  new  par- 
liament; thanked  them  for  the  proofs 
th^y  had  given  of  loyalty  to  his  per- 
fon,  of  attachment  to  the  principles 
cf  the  conftitution,  and  of  attention 
to  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
the  people ;  and  concluded  by  de- 
claring, that  as  the  loyalty  and  pub- 
lic fpirit,  the  indufhy  and  enterprize 
of  his  fubjetts,  had  feconded  their 
exertions,  fo  he  could  rely  on  their 
fenfe  of  the  advantages  which  they 
at  prefent  experience,  as  well  as  on 
their  uniform  and  affectionate  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, for  a  continuance  of  that  har- 
mony and  confidence  which  muft  at 
all  times  afford  the  fureft  means  of 
meeting  the  exigencies  of  war,  or 
of  cultivating,  .with  increafing  bene- 
fit, the  bleffings  of  peace. 
;  On  the  day  following  this  parlia- 
ment, which  was  the  fixteenth  par- 


liament of  Great-Britain,  and  had 
now  fat  feven  feffions,  was  diftblved 
by  proclamation. 

Previous  to  meeting  of  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  after  a  refidence  of 
two  years,  was  recalled  from  that 
kingdom,  and  the  Earl  of  Weftmbiv 
land  appointed  the  lord  lieutenant 
in  his  Head ;  a  meafure  which  was 
probably  adopted  on  account  of 
the  mifunderftanding  which  ha4 
happened  in  the  laft  feffion  between 
the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  fb|> 
mer,  upon  the  fubjecj  of  the  re- 
gency; and  in  order  to  prevent 
any  obflruction  to  the  affairs  of  gof 
vemment,  tha$  might  arife  from  a 
retrofped  to  the  tranfactions  of  that 
period. 

The  feffion  was,  opened  pn  the, 
twenty-firft  day  of  January  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  which  went 
upon  the  ufual  topics ;  but  upon  the 
report  of  the  addrefs  an  addition  to 
it  was  moved,  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
by  lord  Pprtarlington,  and  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  in  the.  commons,  expref- 
fing  "  the  apprehenfions  which  they 
*'  entertained  from  the  great  in- 
«  creafe  of  minifterial  influence  and 
u  corruption,  and  requefting  his 
"  Majefty  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the 
•'  growing  evil,  by  abolifhing  lin- 
<(  neceffary  and  burthenfome  places 
y  and  eftablifhmehts.*'  This  amend- 
ment was  rejected  in  both  houfes, 
after  long  and  warm  debates,  by" 
large  majorities  irt  the  houfe  of 
lords;  a  ftrong  and  fpirited  proteft 
was  entered  and  figned  by  the 
eight  diflenting  peers.     . 

On  the  firft  of  February,  Mr, 
Grattan,  after  reprobating,  in  a  long, 
fpeech,  the  corrupt  lyfjem  of  go- 
vernment which  prevailed  in  that 
Country,  and  pointing  out  the  ne- 
ceffity for  that  houfe  to  interfere 
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for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  the  number  than  14 ;  that  fo  rapid  aa 
people  from  the  burthens  it  occa-  increafe  of  places,  together  with  the 
Honed*  made  the  following  motion,  number  of  additional  penuons> could 
."  That  the  refolutions  of  this  houfe  not  but  alarm  the  houfe ;  and  tho* 
*  againft  increasing  the  number  of  they  never  could  entertain  a  doubt 
"  the  commiffioners  of  the  revenue,    of  his  Majefty's  affection  and  re* 

gard  for  his  loyal  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, yet  they  feared  that  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fervants  may,  by  mifinfbrma- 
tion,  fo  far  have  abufed  his  Majes- 
ty's confidence  as  to  have  advifed 


.•*  and  dividing  the  boards,  be  laid 
"  before  his  Majefty,  with  an  hum  - 

*  ble  addrefs,  that  his  Majefty  will 

*  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  to 
?  be  laid  before  this  houfe  the  par- 
"  ticulars  of  the  reprefentations,  in 
«'  conference  of  which  two  new 
"commiffioners  of  cuftoms  have 
"  been  added,  notwithstanding  the 
"  refolutions  of  this  houfe ;  and  alfo 
"  that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
."  pleafed  to  communicate  to  his 
"faithful  commons  the  names  of 
w  the  perfons  concerned  in  recom- 

*  mending  that  meafure." 

Mr.  Conolly  feebnded  the  mo- 
tion, which,  after  much  debate,  was 
rejected  by  a  divifion  by  a  majority 
of  135  to  80. 

Soorf  after  Mr.  Forbes  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  increafe 
of  the  penfion  lift,  and  moved  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  communi- 
cate to  the  houfe  the  names  of  thofe 
zninifters  who  advifed  the  fame. 
This  motion  was  alfo  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  1 36  to  92. 

The  members  in  oppofition  were 
pot  difcouraged  by  thefe  repeated 
defeats.  On  the  15th  of  February, 
Mr.G.  Ponfonby  moved  to  reprefent 
to  his  Majefty,  v  That  his  faithful 
commons,  having  taken  into  consi- 
deration the  growth  of  public  ex- 
pence  in  the  laft  year,  could  not  but 
obferve  -  many  new  and  increafed 
falarics  annexed  to  offices  granted  to 
members  of  that  houfe,  no  fewer  in 


f&ch  meafures  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
creating  influence."  Mr.  Grattan 
feconded  the  motion:  and  at  one 
o'clock,  after  a  long  debate,  the 
queftion  was  put,  and  the  houfe  di- 
vided, when  there  appeared,  ayes 
87,  noes  146. 

About  the  fame  time  the  follow- 
ing refolution  was  moved  in  the 
houfe  of  peers  by  the  duke  of  Leinfter : 

"  Whereas  the  lord  vifcount 
Strangford  has  been  deprived  of  a 
pention,  which,  at  the  reqUeft  of 
this  houfe,  his  Majefty  was  gra- 
cioufly pleafed  to  grant  him,  until 
an  adequate  provision  mould  be 
made  for  him  in  his  own  line  of 
profeffion :  and  whereas  no  caufe 
has  been  fuggefted  or  communicat- 
ed to  the  noble  lord  for  fuch  mark 
of  his  Majefty's  difpleafure :  the 
houfe,  therefore,  has  every  ground 
to  believe,  that  the  fame  had  refe- 
rence to  his  conduct  in  parliament 
in  the  laft  feflions ;  and  declare  and 
refolve,  that  the  advifer  of  the  mea^ 
fure  acted  difrefoedtfully  to  this 
houfe,  unconstitutionally,  and  un- 
dutifully  to  his  Majefty." 

The  motion  being  put  and  nega- 
tived by  a  majority  of  20,  a  ftrong 
proteft  was  afterwards  entered  in 
the  journals  #. 


The 
•  The  proteft  was  as  follows  : 

Dissentient, 

Becaufe  we  conceive  that  the  power  of  granting  penflons  was  originally  veiled  in 

the  crown,  to  enable  the  fovereign,  whom  the  coimitution  regards  as  the  fountain 

pf  gratification  and  of  mercy,  to  promote  public  virtue,  by  rewarding  eminent  icr- 

ykesand  tranfeendent  merit,  and  to  jelieve  the  diltrefs  into  which  men  of  anctatt-txvl 
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The  parliament  was  foon  after-    of  April  was  diflblved  by  procla* 
wards  prorogued,  and  on  the  eighth     mation. 

illuftrious  family  may  bavc  fallen,  without  any  fau't  of  their  own  j  and  we  are 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  if  pcnfions  were  to  he  thus  only  applied,  inftead  of  a  difgrace 
and  grievance,  they  would  become  an  honour  and  advantage  to  the  country  3  and 
that  the  national  expence,  which  would  by  this  reftri6tion  be  reduced  to  a  compa- 
rative trifle,  would  be  borne  and  provided  for  with  the  utmoft  alacrity ;  the  wanton 
application  and  pvofitle  exorbitancy  of  inch  gratuities)  and  not  the  power  of  grant-- 
fng  them,  having  ever  been  the  objtft  of  complaint  and  animadverfion— thepenfion 
liit,  and  not  the  peniion  eftablifhment. 

Becaufe  vve  conceive,  that  from  his  rank  and  circumftances  no  man  had  erer  yet. 
a  irronger  and  more  rightful  claim  to  tlve  royal  bounty  than  the  lord  vifcount  Strang-, 
ford,  in  confequcnce  of  which,  and  of  the  unanimous  addrefs  of  this  houfe,  a  pen- 
fion  of  400/.  per  ann.  was,  by  his  Majefty's  humane  goodnefs  and  gracious  con- 
deicenflon  to  the  wifhes  of  his  faithful  iubjecls  the  peers  of  this  realm,  granted  to" 
him }  of  which  peniion,  however,  he  has  been  lately  deprived  without  any  caule 
whatsoever  having  been  afligned  for  fuch  deprivation. 

Becaufe  that  when  a  pennon  has  been  granted  to  a  member  of  this  houfe,  in 
confequence  of  art  addrefs  'from  the  lords,  we'  humbly  conceive  that  to  advife  his 
Majeliyto  revoke  the  laid  pe:if>on,  without  previoufly  acquainting  their  lord  (hip* 
with  fuch  intension,  and\vith  reafons  of  fuch  revocation,  is  highly  difreipe&ful  to^ 
parliament,  and  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  this  houfe. 

Becaufe  we  have  every  ground  to  believe  that,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  lord 
vifcount  Strangford  has  been  deprived  of  his  peniion  on  account  of  his  conduct  in 
parliament  as  well  from  the  filence  of  mi  nifters  reflecting  the  caufe  of  this  public 
mark  of  his  Majefty's  difpleaiure,  as  becaufe  at  the  period  of  the  faid  de- 
privation, and  of  many  others  evidently  on  the  fame  account,  we  have  feen  pen- 
lions  and  places,  fome  of  them  created  for  the  occafion,  and  even  the  higheft  favours 
of  the  crown  lav i (lied  with  a  more  than  ufual  indecency  of  profufion  and  corrupt 
extravagance,  manifeftly  with  the  view  of  obtaining  undue  influence  in  Parlia- 
ment"— miniftry  having  thus  evinced  the  tendency  of  their  punifhments  by  that  of 
their  rewards.  Neither  can  we,  on  this  occafion,  avoid  lamenting  the  additional  con- 
v.£\k>n,  which  every  day  brings  along  with  it,  of  the  juftice  or  our  apprehenfions, 
that  the  afojeiaid  meaiures,  together  with  many  others,  which  have  for  fome  time 
paft  unceafmgly  alarmed  us,  are  to  be  confidered  only  as  part 6  of  a  general  fyf- 
trm  to  undeimine  t'.e  liberties  of  this  country  by  corruption,  and  to  overthrow* 
by  fapp'ng  them  from  within,  thofe  bulwarks  of  our  confutation,  which  are  too 
ftrong  ro  be  openly  attacked  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs. 

Becnufe  we  conceive,  that  to  punilh  any  member  of  parliament  on  account  of  hut 
pnrlimcntaiy  conduct,  by  depriving  him  of  that  which  hepoflefled  from  his  Majefty's 
favour,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  unconstitutional,  being  a  direct  interference  of  the  1 
■ex&cuiive  power  with  the  peculiar  province  and  privilege  of  parliament,  and  an  open 
attack  upon  that  freedom  of  the  legiflative  body  which  is  foeflenthl  to  public  li- 
berty; and  we  are  therefore  decidedly  and  firmly  of  opinion,  that  "the  man  who 
;rdviitd  oiu  mo  ft  precious  ibvereign,  whofe  truly  royal  mind  is,  we  are  confident, 
utterly  inrap.ible  of  any  fuch  meafure.  unlels  groiVly  ahr.fed  and  milled,  to  revoke 
the  puifur.-,  ib  rightfully  and  humanely  granted  to  the  lord  vifcount  Strangford, 
Irs  actcd  not  oulv  diirefpcflfully  to  this  houfe,  but  in  manifeft  violation  of  the  fun- 
damtntai  principles  of  tile  conftitutk>n. 

Leinster, 

Cork  and  Orrery, 


Farnham, 

Ch'arlemont, 


MOIRA,  I  PORTA.RLINGTON, 

Arran,  I  Kd.  Clonfert. 

CHAP. 
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Proceedings  of  the  national  ajfembly  after  the  new  law  had  cftablifljed  form 
order  and  fecurity  in  Paris.     Apply  clofely  to  the  vnft  pwfs  cf  public  bufi- 
nefs  upon  their  hands.     Political  annihilation  of  the  two  fir  ft  orders  of  the 
fate.     New  laws  for  regulating  elcSlions.     Appellation  cf  adive  citizens, 
to  whom  applied.     Much  trouble  fill  with  the  provinces,  to  bring  them  to-  a 
furrender  of  their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges \     Frame  at  length  divided' 
intd  eighty -three  departments,  and  the  term    Province  expunged  from  the 
language.     Creation  and  organization  of  municipalities.     Letters  de  cachet 
abolijhed.    Gabelle,  and  others  of  the  mojl  obnoxious  taxes,  aboli/hed.     Aj/em- 
bby  enter  into  the  intricate  bufinefi  of  f  nance  ;  augment  the  pay  of  the  army  ; 
and  eftablijh  a  new  bank.     Grand fcheme  for  feizing  tbe  eftates  of  the  clergy  9 
and  offering  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  ^nation,  to  ferve  as  a  fund  and  fecu* 
rity  for  the  difcharge  of  the  public  debts,  and  to  anfwer  other  important 
furpofes.    Some  difficulties  and  obftrucl'nns,  which  appear  in  the  way  of  car  ~ 
tying  thisfchefne  into  execution,  are  far  opt-balanced  by  the  vaft  advantage  r 
which  it  is  capable  of 'producing.     Decree  pajfed,  which  declares  all  the 
ecclefiafiical  eftates  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  nation.     Stipends  allotted  for 
tbe  maintenance  of  parijh  priefts,  &c.     Difcontents  rife  to  the  highejl  pitch 
amongfi  the  clergy,  many  of  the  bijhops,  and  nearly  all  the  chapters  in^  the 
kingdom,  proteff  againft  the  decree.     Combination  of  the  canons,  and  endea* 
ttours  nfed  at  Rcme  to  draw  the  malejiiclions  of  the  church  upon  the  national 
ajjembly.     Great  prudence  and  addrefs  difplaycd  by  the  affembly  in  its  trnnf 
actions  with  the  court  cf  Rome.     Sovereign  pc?itiff  feems  to  be  fatisfied with 
thir  protejlations.      trance  jwarms  with  publications  of  every  fort,  in 
,  frofi  and  in  verfe,  againft  the  national  ajjembly,  its  proceedings  and  defgnsm 
Several  of  the  parliaments  attempt  to  be  troublefcme,  and prcteft  againft  the 
decrees  of  the  ajfembly,  but  having  loft  all  influence  with  the  people,  art 
obliged  to  fubmit  reluclantly  to .  their  fate.     Parliament  of  Bourdeaux  con- 
tinues longer  in  a  ft  ate  of  turbulence  than  any  cf  the  others,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  an  injur  reel  ion  in  the  Jouth.     Stories  of  plots  and  con/piracies  neccf 
fary  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  in  conftant  agitation.     Various  accufa- 
lions  dgainft  the  king's  minifters,  and  a  greater  number  againft  the  ariftocrates 
in  general.     Animojities  fo  violent  bet -ween  the  remai?iing  nobles  in  the  af- 
ftmbly,  and  the  democratical  leaders,  that  frequent  duels  are  the  confequence* 
Nation,  in  general,  faid  to  be  unanimous  in  fupporting  the  ajfembly,  and  offers 
to  raife  three  millions  of '  foidiers  in  defence  of  the  new  conjlitution.     Situa- 
'     tion  of  the  captive  king  and  of  the  royal  family  in  the  palace,  nowftate  pri- 
/on,  of  the  Thuilleries.     Ill  effed  produced  at  home  and  abroad,  and  worje 
conferences  likely  to  enfue,  from  the  king's  captivity,  when  his  free  fanc- 
ticn  is  necejfary  to  give  validity  to  their  laws,  cattfes  great  ttneajinefs  in  the 
national ajjembly v    Scheme  formed  to  obviate  thej'e  difficulties,  by  inducing  the 
king  to  appear  to  come  voluntarily  to  the  national  ajjembly,  to  declare  bim- 
ft'f  folly  J'atisfted  with  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  he  conjiders  himfelf 
&  Icing  at  tbt  head  of  the  revolution  f     Liberal  conducl  of  the  ajjembly  with 

rejpedt 
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refpeft  to  the  civil  lift.     King  notwithftanding  firmly  rejeBs  all  the  perfua- 
Jtons  ufed  to  induce  him  to  pay  the  defired  vifit.     Great  diftreffes  of  the 
country.     20,000  people  fed  by  charity  at  Lyons.  .  6,000  eftates  advertized 
to  be  fold.     Deere  tot's  noble  manufaQuries  at  Louviers  nearly  ruined.     Riots 
.  at  Verfailles.     Some  obfervat ions  on  the  extraordinary  conduS  of  that  peo- 
ple through  the  courfe  of  the  king's  troubles.     Parifeans  become  again  tumul- 
tuous >  and,  without  regard  -to  the  general  famine,  want  to  have  the  price 
of  bread  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  could  have  been  afforded  in  the  mo/i 
plentiful  feafons.     Their  rage  increafed  to  the  higheft  pitch  upon  the  ac~ 
quittal  of  Bezenval  by  the  chatelet.     Form  a  plot  for  forcing  the  prifon, 
and  murdering  him,  on  their  own  principles  of  fummary  juftice.     All  their 
fchemes  overthrown,  and  Paris  reduced  to  order,  through  the  activity  and 
vigour  of  La  Fayette,  wellfupportedbythe  Bourgeoife  militia.    •Surrounds 
a  body  of  l, 1 00  of  the  mutineers  at  night,  and  makes  200  of  them  prifontrs. 
Chatelet  proceed  to  the  trials  of  Lambe/c,  Broglio,  and  others  of  the  prin- 
cipal refugees,  for  the  real  orfuppcfed  plot  of  the  preceding  month  of  July. 
Are  all  acquitted,  through  the  failure  of  any  evidence  tofupport  the  charge. 
.  Various  con/piracies  apprehended  or  Jpoken  of  for  the  re/cue  of  the  king's 
1     perfon.     The  fubjed  of  the  king's  inftant  death,  as  the  ajjigned  penalty  for  : 
any  attempt  to  his  re/cue,  a  matter  of  public  converfation  in  all  companies 
and  among  all  ranks,  without  thefmalleft  exprejjion  of  horror,  at  the  idea  of 
fo  deplorable  a  cat  aft  raphe.     King's  Jirmnefs  at  length  gives  way,  and  bt 
fubmits  to  pay  the  propofed  vifit  to  the  national  ajfembly,  and  to  make  a\ 
fpeech  nearly  fimilar  to  that  prefer ibed.     Affairs  of  the  clergy  finally  fettled^ 
their  property  feized,  and  ajfignats  created. 

AS  foon  as  the  new  law  for  re-  gone  through,  they  had  an  infinite 

draining  the  judicial  violences  quantity  of  new  matter  to  confider, 

of  the  mob,  had  produced  fome  de-  arrange,  and  decide  upon, 
gree  of  order  and  fecurity  in  Paris,         Among  the  moft  remarkable  of 

the  national  aflembly  applied  itfelf  the  meafures  immediately  adopted, 

clofely  and  without  interruption  for  was  the  political  annihilation,  at  one 

feveral  months  to  the  adjuftment  of  blow,  of  the  two  firft  orders  in  point 

public  bufinefs ;  of  which  they  had  of  dignity,  and  the  two  moft  an- 

ftill  fuch  an  abundant  quantity  on  cient  and  only  original  orders  of  the 

their  hands,  that,  viewed  as  a  whole,  ftate  ;  while  things  were  now  arr 

it  fe'emed  to  prefent  fuch  an  inex-  rived  at  fuch  a  pafs,  that  this  degrar 

tricable  wildernefs  of  jarring  ele-  dation  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  and 

ments,  fortuitously  jumbled  together,  this  total  change  of  the  cbnfhtution, 

as  no  time  or  care  could  be  fuf&cient  was  effe&ed  without  a  fingle  flrug- 

to  reduce  to  order :  for  what  they  gle,  by  a  fimple  decree,  which  only 

had  hitherto  done  was  rather  to  be  announced,    in    fo     many    words, 

confidered  as  an  outline,  containing  "  That  there  was  no  longer  any 

hafty  Sketches  of  what  was  further  diftinftion  of  orders   in   France." 

intended,  than  as  any  completion  of  The  aflembly  then  entered  upon  the 

the   feparate  parts   of  the   defign.  bufmefs  of  ele&ions,  which  required. 

But,  independent  of  the  old,  which  an  entirely  new  code  of  laws  or  re- 

they  had  already  in   auy  degree  gulations,  to  render  it  conformable 

to 
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provinces  furrendered  their  peculiar 
rights  and  privileges,  it  now  ap- 
peared that  thefe  accounts  required 
to  be  received  with  all  that  caution 
and  doubt,  which  was  fo  generally 
neceffary  with  refpcdb  to  every  thing 
that  was  given  out  or  publifhed  at 
this  period.  The  cafe  undoubtedly 
was,  that  as  the  deputies  pf  the  pri- 
vileged provinces  were  generally 
among  the  moft  forward  in  framing 
or  adopting  all  the  political  novel- 
ties of  the  prefent  time,  fo  they 
made  but  little  fcruple  of  facrificing 
the  rights  or  privileges  of  their  con- 
IHtuents  to  their  own  peculiar  doc- 
trines or  defigns ;  and  that  this 
conduct,  not  being  at  all  relifhed  by 
great  numbers  of  people  in  the 
country,  their  diflatisfadiion  occa- 
fioned  thofe  difficulties  which  the 
aflembly  now  experienced;  and 
which  were  indeed  fo  confiderable, 
that  it  feemed  as  if  that  body 
had  been  only  commencing  the  bu- 
fmefs.  That  the  matter  was  deem- 
ed really  ferious,  appears  from  the 
democratical  writers,  who  inform 
us,  that  the  diflatisfa&ion  upon  this 
fubjeft  in  the  provinces,  afforded 
the  only  ftrong  ground  of  hope 
which  the  ariftocrates  now  poffef- 
fed ;  «  for,  finding  themfelves  unable 
to  deftroy  the  kingdom,  they  had, 
however,  the  confolation  left,  that 
by  this  means  th6y  might  be  able  to 
diftraaher." 

The  divifion  of  power  was  too 
unequal  to  admit  of  any  great  con- 
tell  ;  nor  do  we  hear  of  any  particu- 
lar aft,  done  by,  or  imputed  to  the 
arifbcrates.  The  aflembly,  to  ren- 
der every  thing  novel,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  all  veftiges  of  whatever  pafled 
before  their  own  reign,  fucceeded 
in  expunging  the  term  *  Province/ 
from  the  French  vocabulary.  They 
divided  the  kingdom  into  eighty- 
three 


to  the  prefent  fyftem.  No  reference 
to  the  ancient  form  of  ele&ing  re- 
prefentatives  for  the  different  or- 
ders could  of  courfe  be  admitted  or 
thought  of.     The  regulations  went 
in  the  firft  inftance  to  the  election 
of  deputies  in  the  primary  affem- 
felies,  who  were  again  (as  we  have 
already  feen)  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  thofe  deputies  who  were  ,to 
reprefent  the  nation  in  the  aflembly. 
Though  the  right  of  eledtionin  the 
primary  affemblies  was  laid  open  to 
the  citizens  at  large,  yet  fome  fmall 
qualification  with  refpett  to  property 
was  required  to  entitle  them  to  vote; 
and  this  qualification,  (lender  though 
it  was,  afforded  no  fmall  fatisfa&ion 
to  the  friends  of  property  and  a  go- 
1  vernment  by  law,  who  fancied  that 
both  would  from  thence  derive  fome 
degree  of  (ecurity.     It  was  farther 
decreed,  that  the  men  thus  entitled 
to  vote  in  the  primary  aflemblies, 
fliould  have  their  names  regiftered 
in  books  kept  for  the  purpofe,  and 
fhoald  be  characterized  under  the 
diftin&ive  appellation  of  a8i<ve  citi- 
z**s.     The   qualification  of  thofe 
who  were  chofen  electors  was  re- 
quired to  be  fomewhat  higher  than 
that  of  the  former ;  but  the  paying 
any  attention   at  all    to   property, 
however  fmall  that  might  be,  was 
deemed,  on  one  fide,  a  confiderable 
point  gained.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  moil  violent  of  the  republican 
*nd  levelling  party  were  much  out 
of   humour    and    greatly  diflatis- 
fied  at  this  decree  ;  for  they  wanted 
to  throw  the  elections  into  the  hands 
of  the  whole  people  without  diftinc- 
tion,  and  no  other  diftjualifications 
to  operate  upon  votes,  than  thofe 
arifing  from  infancy,   idiotifm,  or 
abfolute  infamy  of  chara&er. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
kid  of  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
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three  parts,  which  were  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  ^e  appellation  of  Depart- 
ments, and  thefe  were  fubdivided 
into  other  portions*  under  the 'name 
of  Diftri&s  and  Cantons.  Thus,  by 
cutting  off  a  few  heads  under  the 
name  of  Provinces,  a  new  multi- 
plied generation  fprung  up,  like 
thofe  of  the  hydra,  Which  became  in 
due  time  fuiHciently  troublesome  in 
their  management;  and  thus  the 
geography  of  France  being  totally 
changed,  and  rendered  as  obfolete 
in  an  inftant,  as  that  of  Gaul  un- 
der Julius  Cxfar ;  new  maps  be- 


mcipaiitieS,  or  interior  governments* 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Though 
thefe,  in  their  compofition  and  con- 
ftru&ion*  bore  a  clofe  refennblance 
to  our  parifh  veftries  in  England, 
yet,  from  the  extraordinary  powers 
with  which  they  were  endued,  or  at 
leail  which  they  afTumed,  and  which 
produced  the  fame  effect  as  if  they 
legaHy  pofleffed  them,  together  with 
the  infinity  of  their  number,  the  ig- 
norance, and  unfitnefs  of  character 
in  other  refpefts,  which  too  gene- 
rally prevailed  among  their  mem- 
bers, they  became   the  immediate 


came  necsflary,  to  trace  out  or  diftin-    inftruments  of  a  moft  deplorable 
guilh  places  with  which  we  were  the     tyranny,  which,  being  every  where 


moll  intimately  acquainted.  It 
mult,  however,  -be  acknowledged, 
that  whatever  faults  or  inconveni- 
encies  other  parts  of  this  fyllem 
were    chargeable  with,  the  reduc- 


fpread,  nothing  could  efcape  or 
evade,  and  which  the  aggrieved 
could  find  no  power  any  where  to 
refill.  It  feemed  as  if  the  new  go- 
vernment, being  founded  upon  un- 


tion  of  the  exclufive  privileges  of    tried  principles  in  fome   inftances 
peculiar  provinces,  and  the  laying     and  in  others  run  up  haftily  with- 


them  on  one  common  level  of  law 
and  government  with  the  reft  of  the 
kingdom,  was  certainly  a  meafure 
of  no  fmall  public  utility..  Upon 
this  divifion,  above  two  thouiand 
deputies  of  the  provinces,  cities,  and 
boroughs  which  were  affecied,  hur- 
xied  ft.  aightway  to  Paris  from  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to 
maintain  and  eftabliih  their  refpec- 
tive  pretenfions ;  and  fo  many  diffi- 
culties dill  remained  to  be  fur- 
mounted,  that  it  coil  three  months 


out  any,  as  occafion  and  circunv 
fiance  concurred  in  favouring  the 
erecHion.;  (6,  among,  the  numerous 
buttrefles  necefTary  to  fupply  fuch 
glaring  and  dangerous  deficiencies, 
this  was  not  the  lqaft  confpicuous, 
that  one  half  of  the  people  fhould 
be  officially  conflituted  fpies  upon, 
and  consequently  mailers  of,  the 
other  half. 

The  afTembry  abolimed  letters 
de  cachet*  a  meafure,  which  if  not 
entirely  needlefs,  was  certainly  an 


of  the   moil  laborious  and  painful'    ad  of  patriotifm  on  their  fide,  as 
application,  before  the  final  arrange-     there  was  no  pow^r  in  the  nation, 


ment  and  divifion  were  completed. 
"Then,"  faysRabaut,"  the  kingdom 
was  confolidated,  and  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  confederacy  of  republics 
was  done  away." 

The  afTembly  during  this  time 
went  through  another  talk,  which 
they  confidered  of  .great  import : 
this  was  the  organization  of  the  mu- 


except  their  own,  by  whicn  they 
could  be  iflued.  They  likewife  if- 
fued  a  number  of  regulations  with 
refpedt  to  the  taxes,  moft  of  which, 
as  they  were  never  paid,  feemed  no 
longer  to  exift.  As  if  it  had  been 
to  give  countenance  to  that  obfer- 
vation  fo  often  repeated,  that'  their 
genios  and  difpofition.  led  more  to 

deflroy 
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deftroy  than  to' build  up  or  repair, 
notwithftanding  the  failure  of  al- 
rooft  all  the  other  taxes,  excepting 
the  partial  new  one  upon  eftates, 
they  totally  fupprefled  the  odious 
Gabelle,  or  tax  upon  fait ;  a  mea- 
fbre  which  the  king,  (as  we  have 
formerly  (hewn)  in  the  days  of 
hope,  if  not  of  happinefs,  io  de- 
,  voutly  wifhed  to  have  accomplish- 
ed; but  which  tht  continued  oppo- 
fition  to  his  meafures  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  and  the  confequent 
impoflibility  of  his  finding  a  fubiti- 
tate  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  go- 
vernment, rendered  him  incapable 
of  carrying  into  effect/   They  like- 

•  wife  in    fome  time    abolifhed   the 
.    heavy  tax  on  tobacco,  which  was 

nearly  considered  as  much  a  necef- 
iary  of  life  as  fak  itfelf ;  and  which, 
in  confequence  of  this  regulation, 
was  thrown  into  the  common  mafs 
of  articles  of  general  commerce. 
Nor  was  their  conduct  lefs  merito- 
rious in  fuppreffing  others  of  the 
moil  obnoxious  taxes. 

The  aflembly  did-  not  Hop  here  ; 
they  entered  boldly  into  the  untried 

•  and  intricate  walks  of  finance, 
where  they  were  to  encounter  a 
fubject  of  which  they  were  moll  de- 
plorably ignorant.  They  feemed 
fenfible  of  the  difad vantage  they 
were  under,  and  did  not  venture 
much.  They,  however;  faw  the 
prudence  and  expedience  of  aug- 
menting the  pay  of  the  army  ;  and 
likewife  eftablimed  a  new  govern  - 

■  mental  bank,  under  the  name  of 
Caifi  de  V Extraordinaire, 

Thefe  were  only  objects   of  fe-  . 

condary,   and  comparatively  fmall 

confideration,  when  oppofed  to,  or 

*  eftimated  by  that  grand  one  which 

-  had  occupied  the  mind  of  the  af- 

'  fembly,  ever  fince  the  eftablifhment 

of  fole  and  unlimited  power  in  the 


hands  of  the  third  eftate ;  and  which 
had  probably  been  much  earlier  a 
fubject  of  frequent  contemplation. 
This  grand  fcheme,  and  fo  it  well 
might  be  called,  irom  the  extraor- 
dinary confequences  which  it_was 
to  produce,  was  to  find  a  fund  of  fo 
vail  a  magnitude,  that  it  ihould  not 
only  reach  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
whole  national  debt,  enormous  as 
that  was,  but  that  it  ihould  leave 
fuch  a  furplus  behind,  a  as  would  be 
capable  of  providing  for  thofe  new, 
and  as  yet  unknown  contingencies, 
which  the  new  change  of  affairs  was 
liable  to  produce.  One  of  the 
newly  promulgated  doctrines ,  was, 
that  all  things  were  to  give  way  to 
the  good  of  the  public,  or  perhaps, 
more  correctly,  that  the  lives  and 
property  of  individuals  were  no 
matters  of  confideration,  in  amr 
queflion  where  they  interfered  with 
the  benefit  of  the  whole.  In  a 
word,  that  every  thing  belonged  to 
the  nation,  indefinite  as  that  term 
was,  while  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofed  this  great  aggregate,  had 
no  fecurity  in  any  thing;  and  the 
good  of  the  whole,  if  the  practice 
founded  on  it  could  be  carried  to 
the  utmoil  extent  of  the  doctrine, 
might  lead  to  the  dilapidation  and 
ruin  of  all  the  parts  feparatcly. 

There  was  no^  merit  in  discover- 
ing the  fund  which  was  to  anfwer 
thefe  vail  purpofes,  for  that  was  at 
hand,  and  in  full  view ;  it  was  no 
other  than  the  great  landed  eftates 
of  the  clergy  :  indeed  it  was  barely 
the  foil;  for  they  had  already  given' 
up  the  royalties  and  exclusive  pri- 
vileges, which  had,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  monarchy,  been  at- 
tached to,  and  confidered  as  a  part 
of  their  eftates.  Though  the  im- 
menfe  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
this  fcheme  were  obvious  to  every 

body, 
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'  body,  yet  it  feemed  as  if  fome  dif-  cal  fentence,  that  every  thing  be- 

ficulties  were  likely  to  arife  on  the  longed  to  the  nation,  happily  re- 

queftion  of  juftice,  with  refpedfc  to  moved  every  difficulty,  and  affured 

the  intendedapplication  of  the  fund,  to  it  this  great  property. 
Some  of  thefe  feemed  more  pecu-         No  revolution  was  perhaps  ever 

liarly  to  affecl  France   than  they  fignalized  by  fo  bold  and  fo  grand 

could  have  done  any  other  country,  a  flrolce  as  this.     It  was  bold  in  the 

For,  being  .the  only  people  upon  extreme,  becaufe  the  people,  having 

earth  who  had  ever  at  once  been  juft:  thrown  off  every  degree  of  fub- 

transformed  into  a  nation  of  philo-  ordination,  were  grown  fo  frantic 

fophers,  it  feemed  incumbent  upon  by  their  eafy  fuccefs,  that  they  could 

them,  at  lead  for  a  time,  to  adhere  neither  think,  nor  it  might  be  {aid 

dofely  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  dream,  of  any  thing  but  farther  in* 

that  fublime  fcience.  Now  as  it  hap-  novations,  and  of  new  revolutions, 

pens  that  CicerQ,  who,  without  for-  which  they   concluded    might    be 

mally  aftuming  the  name,  was  deem-  purchafed  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  and 

ed  in  his  day  no  inconfiderable  phi-  accomplilhed  with  as  much  eafe,  as 

lofopher,whowas  certainly  extreme-  the  former.     But  along  with  this, 

ly  well  verfed  in  their  hiitory  and  the  number  of  clergy  in  the  king- 

doctrines,  and  who  could  not  pofli-  dom  was  eftimated  at  about  130,000; 

bly  have  laboured  under  any  of  the  and '  though  this   numerous  body 

prejudices  imputed  by  modern  phi-  mould  be  ftripped  of  all  the  weight 

lofophers  to  chriftianity,  does  not,  derived  from  rank  and  property, 

in  his  admirable  treatife  of  the  mo-  yet  they  could  not  but  foil  retain 

ral  and  relative  duties  of  men  in  a  fome  confiderable    influence    over 

.  ftate  of  fociety,  (which  may  be  con-  thofe  people  among  whom  they  had 
fldered  as  fuch  a  compendium  of  palled  their  lives  in  habits  of  the 
the  cafuiftry  of  the  antient  heathen  greateft  intimacy  and  friendfhip, 
world,  as  could  not  otherwife  at  this  befides  being  their  teachers  and  di- 
time  have  exiited)  admit  expedi-  re&ors  in  thofe  Chriftian  duties, 
ence  or  profit  to  afford  any  right  which  at  that  time  had  been  confi- 
whatever  for  feizing.  the  goods  of  dered  of  the  laft  importance  to 
others ;  and  even  carried  this  doc-  mankind.  Now,  though  the  pro- 
trine  fo  far,  as  not  to  allow  any  fefTed  and  real  philofophers  had  long 
thing  to  be  profitable  which  was  not  fince  fhaken  off  with  difdain  all  the 
honourable,  nor  any  thing  honour-  manacles  of  religion,  yet  it  was  ar- 
able which  was  not  hbneil  and  juft;  prehended,  and  indeed,  however  it 
thefe  old-fa(hioned  dodlrines,  which  might  be  lamented,  well  known,  that 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed  would  '  the  bulk  of  the  people  had  not  yet 
have  vaniihed  under  the  illumina-  been  fufficiently  illuminated,  to  ena- 
tion  of  the  prefent  day,  were,  not-  ble  them  to  get  rid  of  their  antient 
withftanding,  troublefome  impedi-  prejudices,  or,  according  to  the 
xnents  in  the  way  of  the  grand  de-  new  vocabulary,  fuperftitions ;  for 
fign.  But  the  fuperiority  of  the  though  with  reipeft  to  other  mat- 
new  philofophy,  and1  of  the  geniu9  ters  they  feemed  fufficiently  irreli- 
poflefTed  by  its  profeflbrs,  foon  ap-  gious,  yet  as  that  was  not  a  philo- 
peared  triumphant.  The  principle  fophical  irreligion,  which  is  ever 
couched  in  the  fhort  apothegmatU  invincible,  but  was  derived  from 

idlcneffr 
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without  their  being  generally  much 
fwayed  by  the  quality  or  power  of 
any.  of  the  parties.  This  difpofuion 
in -individuals,  feemed  to  operate  no 
lefs  upon  the  ftates  of  that  perfua- 
fion,  where  they  had  power  furficient 
to  carry  the  theory  into  practice ; 
and  they  have  accordingly  been 
noted  in  feveral  inftances,  for  re- 
pelling injury  and  injuftice  with  re- 
fpect  to  others,  as  well  as  to  them- 
felves.  It  was  a  farther  misfortune, 
with  refpcct  to  the  proteftant  ftates, 
that  being  all,  even  the  fmalleft  of 
them,  more  or  lefs  commercial,  thry 
paid  a  ftrict  regard. to  the  rights 
and  fecurity  of  property  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  and  it  was  too  much  to 
be  apprehended,  would  be  ftruclc 
even  with  horror,  at  the  eftablim- 
ment  of  a  precedent  which  went  to 
fhake  and  loofen  the  foundations  of 
all  the  landed  property  in  Europe. 
Befides,  that  although  the  pro- 
teftants  differed  in  many  points  of 
doctrine  as  well  as  difcipline  from 
the  Romania's,  yet  that  confidering 
them  Hill  as  men,  and  confequently 
as  brethren  pofleffing  the  fame  com- 
mon nature  with  themfelves,  that 
fympathy  fo  natural  to  mankind, 
and  fo  common  to  the  greateft  part 
of  the  fpecies,  could  not  fail  to 
operate  with  great  force,  at  feeing 
fo  numerous  a  body  of  men,  marry 
of  them  eminent  for  their  parts, 
learning  and  virtues,  become,  fo 
fnddenly  and  unexpectedly,  the  vic- 
tims of  injury  and  violence. 

But,  on .  the  other  hand,  befides 
the  magnitude,  and  the  intrinfic 
value  of  the  capital  object  in  view, 
it  was  accompanied  with  fo  many 
alluring  collateral  circumftances, 
that  it  would  feem,  upon  any  icheme 
of  calculation,  to  be  an  act  of  abfo- 
lute  cowardice  not  to  encounter  all 
thefe  difficulties   and   dangers  for 


idtenefs,  wantonnefs,  and  thofe  paf- 
fions  which  are  apt  to  predominate 
over  mankind,  fo  it  was  liable  to 
receive  a  bias,  and  take  a  direction, 
very  different  from  what  might  be 
ttilhed.-    It  was  farther  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that   the   court  of  Rome, 
however   degraded  or  fallen,  had 
■ot  yet  loft  all  its  influence;  and 
that  even  the  thunders  of  the  Vati- 
can, Ion  v  as  they  had  remained  dor- 
isant,  might,  in  certain  cafes,  and 
■nder  certain   circumftances,    ftill 
produce  fome  untoward  effect,  espe- 
cially with  refpect  to   thofe  weak 
minds,  who'  continued  to  be  incum- 
bered with  any  religious  fcruples. 
Nor  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Roman  catholic  powers  in  general, 
would  behold  with  indifference  fo 
numerous,  fo  ancient,  and  fo  emi- 
nent a  body,  as  the  members  of  the 
Otllican  church*  had   for  a  long 
focceffion   of  ages   been',   at  once 
ftripped  of  their  dignities  and  pro- 
perty, without  any  legal  forfeiture 
incurred,  or  even   the   charge   or 
pretence  of  a  crime  laid  to  cover 
the  violence  and  outrage.    It  was 
a  great  misfortune  to  the  caufe  of 
philofophy,  and  indeed  a  great  de- 
triment to  it,  that  the   proteftant 
fates  ftill  adhered  firmly   to    the 
doctrines  and  principles  of  Chrifti- 
anity;   it  had  happened    likewife, 
from  fome    peculiar  difpofition  of 
mind  which  may  not  be  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  as  it  formed  no  exclu- 
sive or  peculiar  part  of  their  fyftem 
of  morality,  that  many  individuals 
among  them  had  ever  been  much 
in  the  habit,  even  where  they  had 
ao  direct  intereft,  '  of   enquiring 
irictry  into,  and  deciding  promptly 
and  fturdily  upon,  fo  far  as  a  publi- 
cation of  reafon  and  opinion  could 
be  called  a  decifion,  all  queftions 
of' right  and  wrong  among  men, 
Vol.,  XXXII. 
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its  attainment.    In  the  firit  place,  nothing  bat  peace  and  felicity  could 

however  neceflary  the  phrenzy  of  be  expected  daring  the  reign  of  the- 

liberty  which  intoxicated  the  peo-  prefent  rulers.    Nor  was  it  perhaps 

pie  was  to  the  accompliihment  of  forgotten,  among  fo  great  a  number 

the  revolution,   it  was  feen  to  be  of  more  important  objects,  that  the 

totally  incompatible  with  thofe  fo-  attainment  of  this  meafare  would 

ber,  ferious,  and  Heady  maxims  of  free  the  aflembly  from  the  neceflity 

policy,  which  mud  of  neceffity  be  of  entering  deeply  into  that  moft 

adopted,  for  the  government  and  difficult  talk  of  financiering, 

fecurity  of  fo  great  and  extenfive  The   bufmefs   was  brought  for- 

a  kingdom;  large  armies  and  fleets  ward  about   the  laft  of  October, 

muft  be  provided  for,  and  whoever  1789;  and  Rabaut  feems   to  men- 

the  adminiitrators    might  be,   the  tion,  with  fome  furprize;  that  a  moft 

civil  cxpences  mull  run  very  high  %  violent  oppofition  arofe  to  it  in  the 

to  fay  nothing  of  the  intereft  of  the  very  heart  of  the  affembly.    This 

national  debt,  and  the  fupport  of  oppofition,  however,  produced    fa 

fuch  a  number  of  fortrefles,  as  was  tittle  effect,  that  a  decree  was  patted 

without  example  in  any  other  coun-  on  the  2d  of  November,  by  which, 

try.     How  then  were  thefe  prodi-  the  ecclefiaftical  eftates  were-  alt  de- 

gious  expences  to  be  provided  for,  clared  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the 

by  a  people  fo  drunk  with  their  new  nation;  fubjected,  however,  to  the 

liberty,  that  the  bare  name  of  a  tax  following  charges :  to  the  provid- 

was  in  the  higheft  degree  odious  to  ing  in  a  proper .  manner  for  the  ex- 

tKem;  and  who,  fo  far  from  being  pence  of  celebrating    public   wor- 

pleafed  or  fatisfied  by  the  lighten-  fhip,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mi- 

mg  of   their  burthens,  which  the  nifters,  and  for  the   relief  of  the 

abolition  of  the  moft  heavy    and  poor.     To  provide  for  the  fecond 

obnoxious  of  the  old  ones  produced,  of  thefe.  purpofes,  it  was  decreed, 

feemedon  the  contrary  to  grow  more  that  no  parifh  minifter  mould  have 

violent  in  their  abhorence  of  thofe  a  lefs  falary  than  twelve  hundred 

which'  remained?      Force,   which  livres  a  year,  exclufive  of  the  houfe 

has  been  fo  often  ufed  with  effect  and  gardens  hitherto  annexed  to  the 

in  fuch  cafes,  would  here  have  been  parfonage.    This  decree,  which  was 

inevitably  deftructive ;  the  blowing  pafled  on  the  fecond,  was  published 

up  of  the  new  fyftem,  and  of  every  on  the  thirdof  November,  and  re-  • 

thing  appertaining  to  it,  would  be  ceived  the  faaction  of  the  captive, 

at  once  the  confequence;    and  an©-  king  on  the  fourth;  a  circumftance 

ther  revolution,  the  accidental  birth^  which  clearly  demonflrated  the  fa- 

of  a  moment,  without  form,  order,  cility  with   which  bufinefs  of  the 

object  or  defign,  would  take  place*  greateft  importance  was  conducted 

the  final  confequences  of  which  no  and  concluded    under   the  prefent 

man  living  could  forfee.'    Whereas,  order  of  things. 

by  the  attainment  of  the  4efired  ob-  Whatever  degree  of  piety,  chrif. 

1  ject,  all  thefe  evils  would  be  averted ;  tian  forbearance,  and  temper,  might 
the  golden  age  would  feem  to  be  .  be  attributed  to  individuals- among 

renewed :  taxes,  for  a  time,  would  the  clergy,  we  cannot  be  furprifed* 

no  more  be  heard  of;  government  while  we  confider  them  as  men,  and 

would  feem  to  fupport  itfelf;   and  as  competing  a  great  and  numerous 

>  f  political 
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political  body  of  the  ftate,  that  they 
<fid  not  Atbmxt  with  entire  patience 
ud  reffrnatien  to  this  violent  and 
•fad  blow.  Indeed  the  democrati- 
cil  writers  aiTert,  (and  we  are  well 
difpofed  -to  give  them  credit  .upon 
this  occafion  )  that  they  endeavour? 
ed  to  move  heaven  and  earth  againft 
die  aflembly,  and  confequently 
againft  the  new  government.  They 
pwBcly  accufed  the  national  af. 
fembly  of  a  fixed  deilgn  totally  to 
deftroy  religion.     Rabaut  fays,  tHey 

Cin  practice  all  thofe  meafures  fo 
iliar  to  the  church;  and  which, 
be  ikys,  might  perhaps  have  fuc- 
teeded,  but   for  the  foppreffion  of 
tithes.     Iii  fad,  that  previous  mea- 
fare  afforded  the  beft  guarantee  that 
could  be  given  for  the  fuccefs  and 
lecnrity  of  the  prefent;  it  operat- 
ing as  a  mod  powerful  bribe  in  fe- 
ttling the  voice  and  difpofition  of 
the  multitude.      The    prelate    of 
Treguier  fet   the   example,  which 
was  fooh  followed   by  very  many 
other  bifliops,  who,  in  the  words  of 
Rabaut,  "bverfpread  their  refpec- 
tive  diocefes  with  incendiary  man- 
dates, and  negociated  a  bull  with 
Rome  for  the  intimidation  of  the" 
weak-minded,  and  for  devoting  the 
national  aflembly  to   the  maledic- 
tions of  the  church."      He  like- 
wife  informs  us;  that  all  the  canons 
tf  the  kingdom  entered  into  a  com- 
bmation,    and    that   almoft   every 
chapter  protefted  againft  the  de- 
cree, 

However  ftrongly  fortified  and 
ifored  the  national  aflembly  was 
by  its  prefent  vaft  acquifition, 
which  placed  a  fund,  of  wealth  in 
kf  hands  beyond  all  example  in  the 
Uftorjr  of  modern  Europe,  yet  it 
Aewed  as  much  prudence,  manage- 
ment, add  addrefs,  in  its  frji&fac* 
ittBf  with  the  court  0/  j&psie>  as  if 


it  had  been  in  a  iituation  and  cir- 
cumftances  the  direct  reverfe  of 
what  it  really  was.  .The  holy  fa- 
ther was  either  cajoled,  or  pretend- 
ed to  be  fatisfied,  by  .  reiterated 
protections,  of  the  drift  union  of 
the  national  aflembly  with  the  pope, 
as  head  of  the  chriftian  church,  in. 
all  fpirituai  matters ;  as  well  as  of 
their  fidelity  to  the  religion  of  their 
forefathers.     The  weaknefs  of  the 

• 

court  of  Rome,  the  age  of  the  pon- 
tiff*,  with  a  grievous  fenfe  of  the  hu- 
miliations which  that,  fee  had  of  late 
years  experienced,  all  concurred  in 
giving  an .  appearance  of  currency 
to  thefe  aflurances;  for  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  refinement  of 
Italian  policy  was  fo,  totally  ex- 
haufted,  as  that  their  purport  was. 
not  thoroughly  comprehended,  and 
their  real  value  duly  estimated. 

The   democrates   fay,   that   the 
prefs   now  took  an  entire  new  di- 
rection, and  that  a  prodigious  ma- 
nufacture was  carried  on  of  pam- 
phlets and   periodical  publications 
againft   government.      That  as  it 
was  well    known,  that  books  had 
confiderably  aflifted  the  revolution, 
it.  was,   therefore,   imagined,    that 
books  might  effect  a  counter-revo- 
lution.    That,  the  ecclefiaftics  ex- 
pected  to    dazzle    the    people   of 
France,  by  difleminating  ten  times 
as  many    volumes  againft  the  na- 
tional aflembly  as  there  had  been 
publifhed  in  its  favour;  that  a  mul- 
titude    of    printing-prefles,     both 
within  and  without  the  kingdom, 
were  devoted   to  this   pious  mer- 
chandize;   that,   all    the   different 
k^nds  of  ftyle  were  fummoned  to  aid 
the  holy  caufe;  poems,  fongs,  epi- 
grams* iatires,  tragedies,  were  writ- 
ten againft  the  national  aflembly, 
againft  its   committees,  againft  its 
jnoft   celebrated  members,  againft 
[Hz\  tfc* 
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the  city  of  Paris,  and  againft  the 
national  guards,  whom  they  men- 
tioned with  extraordinary  contempt* 
Pamphlets  fucceeded  pamphlets, 
With  a  rapidity  proportioned  to  the 
fury  which  engendered  them.  By  this 
account,  which  is  given  by  Rabaut, 
it  would  feem  that  the  royal  ills, 
who  were  ever  too  late  in  all  their 
attempts,  enterprizes  and  deiigns, 
were  now,  when  it  was  of  no  ufe, 
feized  with  a  fpirit  of  writing  and 
publication,  which,,  if  it  .had  -ope- 
rated in  due  time,  might  have  been 
productive  to  them,  and  the  caufe,  of 
the  moft  ufeful  and  happy  effe&s. 
The  Judas-like  kifs  of  fraternity,  as 
it  was  termed,  by  which  the  clergy 
faid  they  had  been  circumvented 
and  betrayed,  was  feldom  forgotten 
in  thefe  publications. 

The    parliaments,   who   had  fo 

freat  a  (hare,  though  indirectly,  in 
ringing  on  the  prefent  order  of 
things,  which  it  mull,  however,  be 
acknowledged,  they  by  no  means 
forefaw,  began  now  to  fhudder  at 
the  thoughts  of  their  approaching 
dhTolution,  and  wanted  nothing  but 
power,  to  make  a  vigorous  effort 
for  averting  their  impending  fate. 
Thofe  of  Rouen,  of  Bretagne,  and 
of  Meta,  determined,  however  hope= 
lefs  the  iffue,  not  to  perifti  without 
a  ftruggle.  They  had  accordingly 
the  hardihood  to  proteft  againft  the 
decrees  of  the  national  aflembly. 
But  they  ibon  experienced  to  their 
g&ef,  how  different  the  power  was 
which  they  had  new  to  contend 
with  from  that  which  they  were 
wont  to  infult  under  the  name  of  the 
royal  authority.  They  were  for- 
faken  and  deferted  by  thofe  towns 
and  thofe  people  on  whom,  they  the 
moft  confided,  and  over  whom  they 
fo  lately  hekl  the  moft  fnpreme 
ascendancy.     Their  fall,  to  which 


they  fabosiited  with  a  bad  gra£e» 
was  accelerated  by  this  frwleia-.efc*. 
fort;  and.  was  embittered;  by  thofe 
la&and.moft  galling  curfes.  of  folk* 
ambition,  by  contempt-  and  deri*. 
fion.  Tdbeparliamentof  Bourdea*^ . 
which.  ftood;fingly»  held  out  orach. • . 
longer,  and  was,  much  more  tron*. 
bletome,  than  the  other  three-    it? 

'  was  indeed  accufed  of  ufing  every. 
poffible.  exertion  to  excite  aninfarV.  , 
redion-in  the  South* 

The  newly-created  municipalities* : 
began  early  to  detrad  from  the.  &ttr     . 
guine  hopes.whttch  had  been,  formed, 
on  their,  inftitutioiu    This  failure, 
of   deiign,  or.  misfortune*  waj»  as 
uAial,  attributed  entirely  to  .the.<vit 
machinations   of   the   ariAocratw? 

£  **ho,  it  was  faid,  feeing-  that  tmV. 

fnew  authority  was  the  firft  degree 
in  the  future  adminiftration,  and 
the  only  popular  power  at  that  time. 
exifting;  and  always  endeavouring, 
by  diminution  or  diviiion  to  attain- 
the  power  of  deftroying ;  they  ufed 
all  their  influence  to  get  their  own 
creatures  elected  into  thefe  authori- 
ties.  We  axe  told  afterwards,  with 
a  face  of  the  utmoft  gravity,  that  - 
whenever  the  electors, had  been  that 
led  to  make  an  improper  choice,, 
they  became  victims  to  the  arts  oft 
their  enemies;  and  that  the  maiTacrcf 
which  have  taken  place  in  certain  ' 
cities  of  the  kingdom,  were  occa- 
fioned  by  evil-minded  municipali- 
ties. Thus  was  a  party  ever  at 
hand,  on  which  to  throw  the  odium 
of  every  misfortune,  domeftic  or.  fo- 
reign, which  could  poffibly  befal 
the -nation. 

As  it  was  necelTary  not  only  to 
keep  the  people  conftantly  awake* 
but  in  a  ftate.of  abfolute,  agitation*   ., 
and  as  the  king  and  queen  were/too-. 
cl©fely  guarded,  to  admit  of  their 
being  held  out  to  excite  fuipicioa 

or 
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or  apprehenfion,  it  was  cafily  feen 
feat 'other  pfoper  objects  mould  be 
feagHt  'for  on  whom  to  father  'new 
ptbtsandcorffpiracies.    For,  though 
the  general  term  of  Ariftocrate  Could 
and  did  bear  a  great  deal,  yet,  to 
prevent  the  effect  from  growing  lan» 
gtiid  and  the  public  mind  from  fink- 
ttfe  into  a  Hate  of  quiet  and  inacti- 
vity, it  became  'occafionally  necef- 
jary  to   quicken  and   enliven  the 
fcene  by  new  matter,  and  by  fortfe 
\    abearance  of  fpecific  charge,  againft 
I    roch  objects  as  feemed  beft  calculated 
f    fer  aniwering  the  purpofe. 

'There  was  no  difficulty  in  finding 
thefe  objects;  for  the  king's  mini- 
fiers,  who  Were  Hill  fuffered  to  retain 
their  offices,  and  who  (till  tranfacted 
ill  bufinefs  in  his  name,  whether 
Qualified  or  not  for  difcharging  the 
nmetions  of  the  high  places  to  which 
they  were  appointed,  were,  from 
their  fituation,  eminently  calculated 
for  this  purpofe.  A  violent  outcry 
was  accordingly  raifed,  and  a  num- 
ber of  charges  laid  againft  them ; 
though  ho  attempt  was  made  to 
bring  them  to  the  point  of  trial  or 
impeachment.  If  fome  of  thefc 
charges  were  fo  loofe  and  indefinite, 
that  they  would  as  exactly  fult  any 
Other  bddy  of  men  as  thofe  againft 
whom  they  were  particularly  di- 
rected, it  is  to  be  obferyed,  that  this 
was  the  current  political  language, 
both  in  writing  and  fpeaking,  and 
the  dlablifhed  fafhion  of  the  time ; 
if  others  of  them  feemed  incompre- 
Eenfible  or  impoffible,  let  it  be  re- 
collected, that  the  people  on  whom 
they  were  intended  to  operate,  were 
much  more  likely  to  be  fafcinated 
hy  thofe  things  which  were  unintel- 
ligible or  incomprehenfible,  than  by 
thofe  fimple  fads,  narrated  in  plain 
language,  which  came  hometb  every 
man's  understanding. 


The  minifters  were  charged,  with 
fervine  the  caufe  of  the  difafFected 
by  their  inaction ;  aJhd  that,  by  re- 
tarding the  tranfmin^on  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  new  laws,  they  there- 
by defigriedly  prolonged  the  exift- 
ience  of  anarchy;  indulging  them- 
felVes  in  the  fond  hope,  that  the 
people,  difgufted  with  continual 
scenes  of  end'efs  confufion,  would 
call  loudly  for  the  old  government, 
under  which  they  had  enjoyed  a 
ftupid  tranquillity.  That,  at  die 
fame  time,  thefe  foes  to  liberty,  had 
inikfroufly    created   a    fcarcity    of 

frain;  that  they  likewife  had  in/i  * 
ioufly  created  a  fcarcity  of  fpecie; 
and,  that  they  had  infidibuily  re- 
fufed  to  give  emyloyment  to  the  ar- 
tifans,  in  the  hope,  that  every  clafs 
of  men  becoming  diflatisfied,  the 
people  would,  at  length,  grow 
weary  of  their  own  courage.  Thefe 
were  among  the  principal  charges 
laid  againft  the  minifters:  our  read- 
ers  are  tp  bear  in  mind,  though  it 
feems  to  have  been  totally  forgotten 
by  the  framers  of  thefe  accufations, 
that  long  fince,  and  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  revolution, 
all  prefent  ancT  future  admihiftra- 
tions  were  rendered  directly  anfwer* 
ablt,  and  perfonally  refponfible  to 
the  national  aflcmbly,  for  every  part 
of  their  conduct ;  fo  that  neither  the 
king's  name  would  afford  fanction# 
nor  his  direct  orders  a  j unification, 
for  their  adopting  any  meafure  con- 
trary to  the  fentiments  of  that  body ; 
even  fuppofing  the  king  to  be  now 
a  free  agent,  and' capable  of  trans- 
acting anv  bufinefs. 

The  cnarges  againft  the  arifto- 
crate s  in  general,  or  more  particu- 
larly again  the  moft  connderable 
and  active  members  of  the  two  ruin  - 
ed  orders,  were  more  abundant  than 
thofe  againft  the  minifters,    Thefe 

[#3J  "  •  male* 
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malecon  tents  were  faid  to  be  dif-  worthy  of  the  prefence  of  her king; 

perfed  through  every  court  in  Eu-  and  that  Lyons  deferved  the  honour 

rope,  and  were  faid  to  be  fecondqd  of  being   the  capital   of  the  em- 

in  almoft  all,  by  the  French  ambaf-  pire. 

fadors    at  thofe  refpedtive  courts ;        In  the  mean  time,  the  animbfities 

their  joint  endeavours  being  to  dif-  between  the    democratic*]  leaders 

.  ieminate  every  where  their,  own  in-  and  the  remainder  of  the  nobles  who 

vincible  hatred  againlt  their  native  ttill  continued  in  the  aflembly,  were 

country.     That  in  thofe  courts  they  grown  fo   violent  and  inveterate, 

laid  the  foundations  of  a  general  that  duels  became  frequent  between, 

confederacy  of  all  the  powers  of  the  enraged   parties;    and    as  the 

Chriftendom  againft  France.     That  feft  appeal  is  made  to  the  fword  in 

their  object  was,  to  perfuade  the  fe-  the  great  political  debates  of  na- 
veral  crowned  heads,  that  this  caufe  •  tions,  fo  here,  the    fmaller  politi- 

was  the  caufe  of  all  kings,  and,  that  cal  differences  between  parties  and 

it  behoved  them  all  equally  to  unite  individuals,  were    referred    to    the 

their  common  ftrength,  in  order  to  fame  arbitrary  decilion.     And  as  it 

reftore   the  arbitrary  .authority  of  has  been  long  and  often  obierved, 

Lewis    XVI.      Imprudent    men!  that  a  change  of  condition  frequent- 

4  (Rabaut  exclaims)  whenever  per-  ly  produces  a  great  change  in  the 

ceived,  that  they  were,  at  the  fame  manners,  and  even,  apparently,  in 

time,  teaching  Europe  that  this  was  the  nature  of  men,  fo  it  feemed  now, 

alfo  the  cauie  <}f  nations.     That,  that  as  the  democrates  had  already 

two  princes,  who  had  taken  refuge  ftripped  the  nobility  of  all  power, 

at  Turin,  aflembled  there  fome  of  fo  that,  intending  to  be  their  fuccef- 

the  gentry,  and  threatened  France  fors  in  every  thing,  they  would  now; 

with  an  invafion  by  the  way  of  Nice,  deprive  them  of  the  only  exclusive 

and  by  die  way  of  Savoy ;  and  had  claim  of  diftin&ion  which  was  flill 

fent   emiftaries   into   Provence,  {o  left  untouched,  and  which  they  had 

Nifmes,  and  to   Lyons,  while  the  pofTefTed   unrivalled   for   fo   many 

king  of  Sardinia  put  his  army  in  ages,  that  of  a  decided  fuperiority 

motion  on  the  frontiers.     It  cannot  in  all  the  hardy  deeds  of  arms  and 

efcape  the  memory  of  moft  of  our  chivalry.' 

readers,  how  totally  unprovided  for  "  To  counterbalance  all  thofe  dan- 
war,  or  even  fijr  any  degree  of  de-  '  gers,  real  or  fuppofed,  with  which 
fence,  that  king  was  long  after,  when  France  was  faid  to  be  environed,  we 
his  dominions  were  fo  violently  in-  are  informed  that  the  nation  at  large 
vaded  and  over-rim  by  the  French;  was  unanimous  in  fupporting  the 
and  when  his  moil  ancient  dukedom  aflembly :  that  its  table  w&s  covered 
of  Savoy  was,  fo  far  as  a  decree  with  addreffes  from  every  town  and 
could  give  permanence  to  the  wrong,  city,  expreffive  of  their  affe&ion,  pf 
for  ever  annexed  to  the  majefty  of  their  admiration,  and  of  their  grati- 
the  people  in  the' new  republic,  tude;  promifmg  it  three  millions  of 
The  lait  charge  was.  extremely  well  foldiers  for  the  defence  of  the  cen- 
defigned,  and  could  not  but  produce  ftitution,  and  encouraging  it  to  per- 
its  intended  efFelt.  It  was  to  this  fevere  in  its  patriotifm.  It  might 
nurpofe,  that  it  was  then  publicly  well  be  imagined  that  with  fo  pro- 
declared,  that  Paris  was  no  longer  digious  a  mate  of  flrength,  which 

4  has 
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lias  in  110  degree  been  equalled  fince 
the  days  of  Xerxes,  they  had  little 
caufe  to  be  apprehenfive,  of  either 
foreign  invafion  or  domeftic  confpi- 
racy:  and  yet  they  feem  to  have 
been  tremblingly  alive  to  both. 

The  admirers  of  a  flowery  and 
eloquent  ftile  may  not  be  difpleafed 
it  feeing  the  manner  in  which  our 
author,  Rabaut,  defcribes  the  con- 
dad  and  proceedings  of  the  new  fole 
power  of  the  empire  under  thefe. 
circumftances.  "  The  national  af- 
fcmbly,  occupied  in  parrying  thefe 
attacks,  was  ftill  advancing  with 
great  ftrides,  trampling  upon  the 
ruins  of  defpotifm,  combating  every 
prejudice,  difcomfiting  every  error, 
making  war  on  every  abufe,  dc- 
ftroying  ufurped  rights,  and  re-efta- 
Miming  that  precious  equality, 
which  gives  anew  to  nations  the  ro- 
baft  benefits  of  youth,  and  regene- 
rates them,  by  reftoring  them  to 
their  primitive  ftate  of  purity." 
We  know  fome  cavillers  might  aft, 
How  that  equality  couid  be  re-efta- 
Mtfhed  which  never  before  fubfift- 
ed?  and  might  likewife  perverfely^ 
enquire,  In  what  period  of  the  gol- 
den age  that  primitive  purity  exift- 
ed,  to  which  the  people  were  now  fo 
happily  reftored  ?  But  it  might  well 
be  anfwered,  That  fuch  men,  who 
would  wifh  to  manacle  eloquence, 
and  to  (hackle  flowery  defcription, 
muft  be  by  nature  adverfe  to  all  the  • 
beauties  of  ftyle,  and  graces  of  com- 
petition; and  muft  likewife  labour 
under  fome  fatal  prejudices,  which 
would  lead  them  to  queftion  the  le- 
gitimacy of  the  new  philofophy . 

We  have,  yet  taken  no,  fpecific 
notice  of  the  fituation  of  the  king 
a«d  the  royal  family  from  the  time 
of  their  removal  to  Paris.  The  pa-  . 
lace  of  the  Thuilleries,  which  was 
Wined  to  be  their  prifon,  had  been 


fo  long  uninhabited,  was  fo  much 
out  of  repair,  the  rooms  were  fo 
cold  and  damp,  and  the  furniture, 
either  removed  or  totally  ruined, 
that  there  was  not  a  fingle.  apart- 
ment in  the  whole,  which,  with  re- 
fpect  even  to  health,  independent  of 
appearance  or  convenience,  was  fit 
for  the  reception  of  any  perfon  what- 
ever. Thefe  were  not,  however, 
times  for  the  wafting  of  much  thought 
in  the  contemplation  of  fmall  evils,, 
when  the  greateft  that  could  occur 
were  conftantly  to  be  apprehended, 
if  not  actually  expected.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  the  apartments,  fo  far 
as  was  immediately  neceflary  to  the 
convenience  of  the  royal  family, 
were  foon  furnifhed,  and  rendered 
'  otherwife  habitable. 

The  beft  and  moft  authentic  ac- 
count which  we  have  feen  of  the 
ftate  of  the  king's  confinement  it 
given  by  an  Englishman,  whofe  ve- 
racity is  unimpeachable,  and  who 
from  the  extenlivenefs  of  his  con- 
nections and  acquaintance  with  per- 
fons  at  that  time  of  the  firft  rank  in 
France,  as  well  as  from  his  mixing 
much  with  perfons  of  all  clafles  and 
condition  in  life,  had  opportunities 
of  information  which  ieldom  occur 
to  foreigners.  For  we  are  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  perufmg  Rabaut  and^ 
others  of  the  democratical  writers, 
it  would  never  occur  to  any  reader, 
who  was  not  otherwife  acquainted 
with  the  fubject,  that  the  king  had 
been  at  anytime  under  the  fmalleft 
degree  whatever  of  reftraintoi  du- 
refs. 

It  appears  from  this  authority, 
that  early  in  the  year  1790,  but 
when,  it  being  near  three  months 
after  the  proceffion  from  Versailles, 
the  violence  and  fuipicion  of  the  peo- 
ple might  be'  fuppofed  confiderably 
abated,  that,  at  that  period,  a  body  of 
'[#4]  8Q* 
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800  men,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  was  extorted,  tinder  a,flate  of  re- 
mounted guard  every  morning  at  Ararat,  which,  depriving  him  off  all 
Vanuarr  Ath    the  Thuilleries.  That,  free  agency,  rendered  him,  by  ti*e 
*     17  o      '  on*  day  fpecified,the  laws  and  confer  of  all  nations,  in- 
79  •        writer  beheld  the  ex-,  capable  .pf  any  kgal  aft,  or  that 
traordinary  fpeftacle  of  the  king  of  could  be  binding  on  himjejf,  any 
France  walking  in  the  gardens  with  longer  than  the  compulsion  which. 
fix  grenadiers  of  the  bourgepiie  mi-  produced  it  cqn  tinned  to  operate, 
litia.     That  the  dpors  of  the  gar-  To   remove  this  difficulty   was 
dens  were  kept  .(hut  while  he  walk-  juiijy  cor$4&re,<Lan  object  of  the 
cd  in  them,  in  order  to  exclude  all  greateft  importance ;  and  no  means 
perfons  but  deputes,  or  thofe  who  were  accordingly  to  be  (bared  for. 
procured  admiffion  tickets,  from  en-  its  attainment.     This  could  only  be 
tering.    That  when  he  re-entered  accomplished  by  perfuafion :  and  the 
the  palace,  the  doors  of  the  gardens  facility  of  the  king's  nature  (eerned 
were  thrown- open  to  all  peribns  to  afford  npfmall  hope  of  £uccefs,  ia. 
without  distinction,-  although   the  any  thing  that  depended  upon  that 
queen,  with  a  lady  of  her  court,  wa&  mode  of  proceeding.    The  defigrt 
^illwajking  in  them.     Thajfliewas  was  to  induce  the"  (bvereign  to  go 
l&ewife  attepded  fo  clojely  fry  the  Suddenly,  and  apparently  of  his  own* 
gardes  bourgeoife, that  (he  muft  have  mere  motion,  to  the  national  affem- 
fpojeen  very  low  not  to  be  pyerheard  tyly,  and  there,  in  a  fet  fpeech,  to 
by  them.    That  the  dauphin  (who  declare   himfelf  perfectly   fatisfted 
is  defcribed  as  a  pretty,  well-co.un-  with  all  their  proceedings,  and  like- 
ten  apced  boy,  of  five  or  §x  years  wifq,  that  he  confidered  himfelf,  aa 
old)  was  at  work,  with  a  little  hoe  being  at  the  head  pf  the  reyplutipn, 
and  r&e,  in  a  fmalf  garden  which  in  tering  fo  explicit,  as  to  take  awajr 
had  been  raUe.dof'tb^  his  ajnufemenj:;  all  idea  or  pretence  of  his  being,  in 
J)ut  that  even  he  was  not  without  a  ftajte  of  coercion  or  confinement^ 
a  guard  pf  twp   grenadiers    upon  La  £ ayeJtte  was  either  the  framer  q, 
him.    Qw  authpr,  whp  was  then  a  thi;s  plan,  qr  one  of  thpfe  wbp  was. 
flrong  advocate  for  the  revolution,  moft  {anguine  in  its  purfuit,and  who 
acknowledges  that  it  was  a  ihock-  placed  the  greateft  confidence  in  its 
ing  fpeftacle*  tp  behold  the  royal  fyeceft. 

ftraily  thus   flxut  up  clofe  prifon-  The  aflembjy  had  juft  difpjayed 

ers*.  ap  unexpected  act  of  liberality  and 

The  affcmbly  felt  no  fmall  uneafi-  attention  with  refpeel:  to  the  king's 

nefs  at  the  ill  effect  which  the  con-  perfbri,  which  could  no,t  hut  prpduce 

fenement  of  the  king   (however  it  thg  greater  eftct  from  its  bcipg  ua,- 

was  attempted  tp  be  denied  or  pal-  expend ;  .and  which  could  not  fail 

Uated)  produced  upon  the  public  to  make  a  lirong  impreffion;  or  ^ 

opinion,  in  other  countries  as  well  mind  fp  very  fufceptihle  of  gratitude. 

as  at  home;  and  of  the  fcpng  handle  as  his.  was  knpwn  tp  be.  Mor,  on  the 

wnich  it  afforded  to  their  enemies  queiUou  being  ptpppfed,  juft  at  the 

for  calling  in  queftion  the  validity  opening  of  the  year,,  what  annual 

of  thofe  laws  to  which  his  (an&ion  (urn  it  would  be  fitting  tp  affign  fojc, 

*  See  Young**  Tour,  p.  264, 165. 

the 
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the  royal  expences  and  fupport  of 
the  h^ufhqld,  or  what  is  ufually 
ailed  tht  civil  lift,  the  afferobly,  in- 
ftead  of  debating  the  fubject,  or 
forming  any  refolution  on  the  quef- 
tioa,  adopted  the  liberal  meafure  of 
lending  a  deputation  to  the  fove- 
reigo,  with  an  addrefs,  requeuing 
that  he  would  him fe If  name  the  Aim 
that  would  be  fufEcient  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  praying,  that  in  fo  doing, 
he  would  confult  lefs  hisk  fpirit  of 
cecpoomy,  than  a  fenfe  of  that  dig- 
aity,  which  ought  to  environ  the 
throne  with  a  becoming  fplendour. 
The  liberality  of  this  conduct  gain- 
ed the  aflembly  great  credit,  and 
brought  them  abundant  praife  from 
all  forts  of  people ;  the  mod  furious 
of  the  tmrages  would  have  been  a- 

1  famed  to  condemn  the  generofity 
of  the  action ;  and  the  b)ttereft  of 
.their  enemies  among  the  royalifts 
fbundlt  difficult  to  refrainirom  fome 
commendation. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the  apparent 
effect  with  refpect  to  other  matters, 
which  this  attention  (hewn  by  the 

.  afrmhly  to  the  perfonal  eafe  and 
dignity  of  the  ibve Feign  produced 
oa  his  mind,  he  totally  rejected,  and 
continued  with  great  firmnefs  to  re- 
ject, all  the  perfuafions  which  were 
ufcd,  and  all  the  inducements  held 
out,  to  compafs  his  wimed-for  vifit, 
and  the  making  of  his  intended 
fpeech  to  that  body.  This  obftinacy, 
at  it  was  termed,  was,  as  ufual  in 
all  cafes,  where  his  conduit  did  not 
exactly  fait  the  wishes  of  the  pre- 
vailing party,  attributed  entirely  to 
the  machinations  of  the  queen,  who 
was  thereby,  if  poffible,  rendered 
ffioxe  odious  than  before. 

Notwithftandipg  the  great  and 
Awberlefs  benefits  which  had  been 
feuwered  upon  the  people,  notwith- 
ianding  the  remif&bn  of  taxes,  or, 


what  produced  the  fame  effect,  the 
refufal  of  paying  tbdfe  that  were  not 
remitted,  and  notwith Handing  thofe 
innumerable  and  unipeakable  Hef- 
fings  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  in*  % 
eluded  in  the  magical  term  of  rege- 
neration, yet,  fuch  is  the  perverfe- 
nefs  at  certain  times  incident  to  the 
affairs  of  mankind,  that  every  daft 
of  men  in  the  kingdom  was  the  di- 
rect reverfe  of  being  happy,  pro- 
fperous,  or  contented.  There  were 
at  this  time  above  fix  thoufand  land* 
ed  eilates,  a  great  number  of  them 
very  confiderable,  publicly  adver- 
tifed  for  fale  in  France,  and  fcarce- 
ly  a  purchaferto  be  found  upon  any 
terms.  In  the  capital,  trading,  and 
manufacturing  city  of  Lyons,  fo 
long  the  feat  of  induftry  and  opu* 
lence,  no  lefs  than  20,000  people 
were  fupported  and  fed  by  charity: 
Things  were  no  better  in  Norman- 
dy, where  the  famous  woollen  cloth 
manufactory  at  Louviers,  which  was 
fcarcely  equalled  in  Europe,  and 
where  the  celebrated  M.  Decretot 
gained  fo  much  honour  by  the  un- 
paralleled beauty-and  excellence  of 
his  fabrics,  was  already  .  tending 
faft  to  abfolute  ruin.  A  great  cot- 
ton manufacture,  at  the  fame  place, 
and,  as  we  apprehend,  conducted  by 
the  fame  director,  was  ftill  in  a  worfe 
(late  than  the  woollen! 

There  were  not  many  circum* 
fiances  attending  the  revolution 
more  Angular,  or  which  afforded  a 
more  ftriking  inftance  of  the  degrees 
of  turpitude  and  atrocity,  to  which 
mankind,  under  the  dominion  of 
certain  operating  caufes,  which  are 
not  always  obvious  nor  eafily  traced 
to  their  fource,  is  capable  of  arriv- 
ing, than  the  conduct  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Verfailles.  That  place  had 
firft  rifen  from  being  an  obfeure  vil- 
lage, through  the  immenfe  fuma  of 

money 


122].   ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1790. 

money  which  Lewis  XIV.  fquan-  to  be  lamented  that  this  career  of 
tiered  in  railing  its  fuperb  palace,  patriotifm    in  parfuit  of  fumfrtary 
and  in  forming    thofe    prodigious  juftice,  was,  in  Verfailles,  productive 
gardens  and    water-works,  whofe  of  fome  horrid  murders,  although 
magnificence  and  greatnefs  long  ex-  the  voice  and  majefty  of  the  people 
cited  the  admiration  and  aftoniih-  gave  them  the  fan&ion  of  legality; 
menf  of  all  Europe.     The  fuper-  and  thefe  feemed  the  more  unlucky, 
fluity  and  wade  which  neceffarily  at-  as  they  occurred  in  private  family 
tended  the  expenditure  of  two  hun-  cafes,  where  no  party  or  political 
dered  millions  of  livres,  difpofed  of  motives  could  have  any  concern. ' 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  under  the  The  felicity  of  the  VerfailKans 
conduit  of  fuch  a  man,  could  not  but  received  a  mortal  blow  by  the  re- 
afford  abundant  means  for  nourifh-  moval  of  the  court  to  Paris;    the 
ing  and  fettering  the  growth  of  a  danger  of  which  they  feemed  totally 
young  city.     The  continual  refi-  blind  to  until  it  was  given.    By  that 
dence  for  more  than  a  century,  of  they  not  Only  loft  the  conftant  butt 
{he  moft  magnificent,  expenfive,  and  and  object  of  all  their  amufements, 
by  many  degrees  the  moft  muni  fi-  along  with  the  delicious  pleafure  bf 
cent  court  in  Chriftendom,  as  well  continually  infulting  fallen  majefty, 
as  of  all  the  firft  nobility  in  that  vaft  but  they  loft  thereby  their  eftablifh- 
kingdom,  effectually  completed  what  ed  ground  and  pretext  for  riots  and 
was  thus  begun ;  and  Verfailles,  with  tumults,  without  which  it  was  fcarce- 
a  population  of  60,000  perfons,  had  ly  poffible  for  them  now  to  exift. 
rifen  to  fuch  a  degree  of  confidera-  They  likewife  felt,  with  irtexpref. 
tion  and  opulence,  as  to  ftand  at  the  fible  mortification,  that  they  had  in- 
'  head  of  what  may  be  called  the  fe-  ftantaneeufly  loft  all  their  paft  con- 
cond-rate  cities  of  the  kingdom.  fequence;   that   inftead    of   being 
'   nYet  this  people  thus  originating,  looked  up  to  as  competitors  in  all 
growing,  thriving,  and  arriving  at  deeds  of  renown  with  the  proud  Pa- 
maturity,  who   it   might  be  laid,  rifians,  they  were   now  no  longer 
without  much  hyperbole,   had  for  either  named  or  thought  of  r  while 
more  than  a  century  paft  been  con-  the  voracious  capital,  along  with  the 
ftautly  fed   by  the  court,  and  all  king,  would  gorge  itfelf  with  all  the 
-wearing  its  livery,  had,  from  the  prajfe  and  fame    appertaining    to 
commencement  of  his  troubles,  been  others, 

among  the  foremoft  of  the  prefent  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  difcontent,  and 

Sovereign's  moft    implacable  ene-  with  fuch  inherent  difpoiitions,  they 

mies,  extending  their  malevolence  could  never  want  pretences  for  riots 

to  every  part  of  the  royal  family,  and  tumults ;  the  deamefs  of  bread, 

and  feeming  emolous  to  exceed  the  and  fcarcity  of  ail  kinds  of  provi- 

Pariiians  in  their  animofity  and  ma-  iions,  independent  of  all  the  other 

|ice.     Like  them  too,  they  had  con-  grounds  of  complaint  which  inge- 

iUtuted  themfelves  fole  judges,  dif-  nuity  could-be  at  no  lofs  in  devifing, 

penfers,  and  executors  of  the  laws*  -  afforded  an  abundant  (lock  of  com- 

So  that  the  fame  men  being  judges,  buftible  matter  to  feed  the  rage  of 

3Ccufers,witneffes,  and  executioners,  an  enflamed  populace ;  who  were  at 

much  time  was  faved  in  all  criminal  the  feme  time  peculiarly  agitated  by 

pro&cutions.    It  remains,  however,  a  hidden  fource  of  difcontent  which 

they 
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jthey  could  not  avow,  but  which  did  and  confpirators;  and  were  ftrqngly 
pot  operate  with  the  lefs  force  from  fufpecled  of  a  criminality,  which,  in 
its  being  concealed ;  this  was  the  any  other  feafon,  and  with  refpecl  to 
jrant  arid  private  diftrefs  they  al-  any  other  nation,  would  have  ap- 
jeady  forely  felt  in  their  families,  peared  incredible,  that  of  leaguing 
through  the  lof§  of  thofe  pecuniary  with  the  ariftocrates  for  the  over- 
and  other  reliefs  they  conftantly  throw  of  the  new  conftitution,  and 
drew  from  thai  court,  which  they  the  eftablifhment  of  a  counter- revo- 
pould  not  epdure,  nor  would  fuffer  lution.  About  the  feafon  of  Chrift- 
to  exift  among  them,  at  the  time  mas  thefe  fufpicions  and  charges  ran 
that  it  was  affording  them  all  thefe  fo  high,  that  nothing  was  talked  of 
benefits.  From  thefe,  and  other  but  Verfaillian  plots  and  confpira- 
paufes,  Verfailles  continued  in  a  ftate  cies;  and  the  alarm  became  very 
fif  the  greateft  infubordination  and  general.  One  of  the  ridiculous  fto- 
jiiforder  from  the  time  of  the  king's  ries  then  believed  and  circulated 
removal  to  Paris ;  but  this  ftate  of  was,  that  a  body  of  men  was  in  rea- 
dings was  fo  common,  and  it  being  dinefs  to  march  from  Verfailles  to 
tefides  a  generally  received  doctrine,  Paris,  in  order  to  murder  La  Fay- 
that  tumults  and  diforders,  were  the  ette,Bailly,  Neckar,  and  fome  other 
genuine  effects  of  patriotifm,  and  popular  characters.  This  improbable 
that  their  worft  confequences,  fucb  tale,  deficient  in  every  circumftance 
as  conflagrations  and  maffacres,  were  which  could  give  it  the  moft  diftant 
the  natural  refult  and  legitimate  appearance  of  credibility,  produced, 
lflbe  of  revolutions;  while  fuch  par-  however,  the  effect,  of  occafioning 
tial  evils  were  not  worth  a  confider-  fome  confiderable  increafe  of  the 
ation,  when  oppofed  to  that  im-  guards  in  Paris,  as  well  as  fome  al- 
menfe  mafs  of  benefits  by  which  they  terations  in  their  arrangement.  An- 
were  produced ;  under  all  thefe  cir-  other  much  more  probable  ftory  was, 
comftances  and   confiderations,  to-  that  a  great  number  of  the  rabble  of 

Ether  with  a  fenfe  of  their  paft  fer-  Verfailles  had  intermixed  with  their 

;es,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the  brethren  at  Paris,  in  order  to  excite 

purity  of  their  intentions,  however  them  to  diforders  and  tumults.     All 

jniftaken  or  mifguided  they  might  thefe  plots,  like  fo  many  hundred 

|>e  in  the  mode  of  exprelfioriV  the  others  which  were  hourly  difTemi- 

exorbitances  of  the  Verfaillians  pa(T-  nated,  came,  however,  at  length  to 

cd  for  a  long  time  without  any  par-  nothing;  and  it  was  not  long  before 

ticular  notice.  Verfailles  and  its  inhabitants  were 

It  happened,  however,  in  procefs  funk  in  a  ftate  of  utter  oblivion, 

of  time,  that  the  national  affembly  Before  we   entirely  difmifs   this 

became  ferioufly  apprehenfive,  that  people,  who  are  not  likely  ever  again 

thefe  people,  whom  they  had  conii-  to  afford  any  occafion  for  coming 

Hered  only    as    noify   and   riotous  within  our  notice,  although  it  mult 

friends,  were,  after  all  their  intern-  be  attended  with  fome  anticipation 

perance  and  violence  on  the  other  in  point  of  chronology,  we  think  it 

fide  of  the  queftion,  become  fecret  may  afford  no  {mail  fatisfaclion  to 

and  dangerous  enemies.     In  fine,  many  of  our  readers  to  be  informed 

they  came  to  be  confidered  as  no  of  a  certain  fort  of  poetical  juftice, 

better  than  a  generation  of  plotters  which,  in  the  common  courfe  of 

events, 
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events,  left  apparently  to  their  na-  that  the  price  of  bread  fhould  be 
tural  operation,  fortune  has  adnii-  unalterably  Sxed-in Paris  atthe  VCrJr 
niftered  to  fo  pervcrfe  a  generation  fow  rate  df  two  fbos  per  pound. 
of  men.  It  is  then  to  be  obferved,  This  demand  wiH  appear  the  more 
that  from  the  ftate  of  population,'  fingular  and  curious,  when  it  fo 
rank,  and  opulence  which  we  have    known,  that  the  Pari&ans  were  at 


defcribed,  there  is  fcarcely,  at  the 
time  we  are  writing,  in  the  whole 
kingdom  of  France,  fo  fallen,  fo  re- 
duced, fo  beggarly  a  town  as  Ver- 
failles ;  while  want  and  diftrefs  ope- 


this  time  fuppned  with  .brea£  at  k 
rate  which  would,  coteris  pdrfbu**  ' 
prove  ah  expence  or  lofs  to  the  na- 
tion of  twenty-two  millions  of  livtt* 
a  year;   they  confuming  bread  t6 


rating  upon  a  proper  difpofi  tion  of    that  amount  cheaper  than  it  could 


mind,  have  rendered  the  inhabitants 
fo  notorious  for  (harping  and  impo- 
sition, that  their  lodgings,  which 
might  afford  them  fome  tolerable 
means  of  fupport,  .generally  lie, 
through  this  caufe,  untenanted  upon 


be  procured  by  any  other  men  ift. 
the  kingdom. 

But  the  Parifians  felt  anothfe* 
caufe  of  difcontent,  which  operate^ 
much  more  grievoufly  upon  their 
imaginations  than  the  price  of  bread. 


their  hands;  although  the  purity  of  hoever  interfiling  that  might  ap- 
the  air,  the  excellency  of  the  fitua-  pear.  The  proceedings  bftne  court 
tion,  the  quiet  and  filence  which  of  chatelet  had  given  the  greateft 
now  reign  there,  along  with  that  offence  to  the  body  of  the  populace, 
penfive  pleafure  which  men  derive  That  court  having  been  conftitutea 
from  contemplating  the  ruins  of  by  the  national  affembly  a  tempo- 
fallen  greatnefs,    would  otherwife  rary  judicature  for  the  trial  and  pu- 


have  rendered  it,  both  to  natives  and 
foreigners,  one  of  the  moft  delight- 
ful places  of  retirement  that  could 
any  where  be  found. 

1  he  populace  of  Paris,  notwith- 
ft  anding  'the  feverity  of  the  late  law 
againft  riots,  and  the  terrors  to  be 


nifhment  of  all  treafons  againft  the 
nation,  had  accordingly  proceeded 
through,  what  we  mould  have  called 
here,  a  courfe  of  ftate  trials.  They 
began  their  proccfs  with  the  baron 
de  fiezenval,  the  SvVifs  general, 
whofe  life,  as  we  have  before  feeri. 


apprehended  from  the  hoifting  of    had  been  prefefved  with  fo  much 
the  bloody  flag,  began  to  give  flrong    difficulty  from  the  fury  of  the  Pari- 


indications  of  their  difoofition  to  re- 
new their  ufual  courfe  of  tumults, 
about  the  very  time  that  their  neigh- 
bours of  Vei failles  were  fo  fedu- 
loufly  forcing  themfelves  into  no- 
tice, and  had  excited  fo  much  fuf- 
picion  and  trouble.  One  of  the  af- 
figned  caufes  for  thefe  movements 
among  the  Parifians  was  the  pice 


fians.  They  accordingly  watched 
the  iffue  of  this  trial  with  the  deep-* 
eft  anxiety ;  ftill  flattering  them- 
felves that  the  court  would  not  dare 
to  acquit  a  man  who  they  had  fo 
long  and  fo  often  condemned:  and 
warmly  hoping,  that  fp  long  and 
grievous  a  eefiation  from  action  and 
amufement  as  they  had  n6w  endured, 


of  bread.     This  eflential  article  of    would  be  clofed  by  a  fportive  hofi- 
life,  without  any  regard  to  the  prices    day,  on  which  the  baron's  mangled 


of  grain,  or  confederation  with  re- 
fpr &  to  the  famine  which  then  fo 
feverely  prefied  all  others,  infilled 


carcafe,draggedin  proceflion  through 
the  ftreets,  and  his  head  exalted  on 
a  pike,  would  renew  a  pleafing  re- 
membrance 
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inembrance  of  all  their,  pafl  tri-        The   1.2th  of  January  was  fixed 
tunpks.  upon  for  the  execution  of  this  de- 
TV  frordy  Swfrzer  faced  Ms  trial  fign ;  and  the  expe&ation  and  cruel 
with  a  degree  of  compofore,  firm-  hopes  of  the  rabble  were  rifen  to  the 
nefi,  and  resolution,  which  aftonilhed  higher  point  at  which  they  were 
the  beholders;  and .  repelled  the  ac-  capable  of  arriving.      But   things 
eolations*  brought  againit' him  with  were  much  changed  in  this  refpect,. 
fad*  judgment  and  fpirit*  that  the  and  they  were  not  able  in  their  pre- 
coort  could  not,  either  with  regard  fent  ftate  to  conduft-fchemes  of  this 
tojuftice,  or  to  their  own  character,  nature  with  that  fecrecy  and  con- 
poibly  avoid  acquitting  him ;  at  the  cealment,  which  are  fo  neceffary  to 
laae  time,  that  the  fuperior  con-  their  fuccefs,  and  which  afforded 
tempt  which  he  (hewed  for  any  dan-  them    fuch  infinite  advantages  in  * 
rcr  that  might  accrue  from  a  due  their  pail  conflicts  with  the  court, 
di&harge  of   his   military  duties,  Bailly,  La  Fayette,  the  chatelet,  the 
foiled  to  overawe  even  his  ene-  national  affembly,  and,  in  a  word, 
miet.    It  is  however  to  be  observed,  every  part  of  government,  became 
that  the  Swifs  cantons-  took  fo  fpi-  matters  of  the  whole  defign,  before 
riled  apart  in  behalf  of  their  fuf-  it  could  be  carried  into  execution, 
feriig  commander,  that  it  is  thought  and  all  adopted  fuch  meafures  .as 
the  national  aJTembly  did  not  wifh  feemed  bed  calculated  for  its  pre- 
nutters  to  be  carried  to  extremity  vention  or  defeat.   La  Fayette  adled 
igtinft  him;  fo  that  the  violence  of  with  great  vigour,  diligence,  and 
tie  mob  was  poffibly  the  greatefl  effect;   but  one  circum (lance  in  his 
danger,  which  he  apprehended  he  conduct  occafioned  much  furprife, 
had  to  encounter*  and  afforded  no  fmall  room  for  fpe- 
Although  the  court  had  nor  yet  culation.     This  was  his  placing  the 
declared  the  fentence,  yet   every  fecurity  of  Paris,  and  the  preferva- 
body  being  now  convinced  of  his  tion  of  her  tranquillity,  in  the  hands 
acquittal,  nothing  could  exceed  the  of  the  bourgeoife  militia,  inflead  of 
rage  and  indignation  of  the  popu-  entruHing  them  to  the  regular  Hand- 
lace;  who  considered  the  boafted  ing  forces,  who  received  conflant 
benefits  of  the  revolution  as  nothing  pay,  and  of  whom  the  late  French 
but  deceptions,  if  the  majefty  of  the  guards  formed  fo  confpicuous  a  part, 
people  was  to  be  thus  flagrantly  in-  Nothing  could  be  more  flattering  to 
jolted,  and  their  authority  grofsly  the  militia  than  this  diftin&ion,  and 
invaded,  by  attempting  to  ftrip  them  mark  of  unlimited  confidence,  in  a 
of  the  inherent  right  of  fummary  cafe  of  fo  much  fuppofed  danger ; 
and  executive  jufhee.     They   ac-  they  accordingly  adted  their  part 
coidingly  determined  to  force  the  inimitably  well;  but  nothing  could 

S~  n  in  which  Beaenval  was  con-  be  a  more  galling  affront  to  the  re- 

by  the  chatelet,  and  to  exhibit  gular  troops  than  this  preference  gi- 

jnhisperibnamemorable  and  bloody  ven  to  men  whom  they  defpifed. 
uface  to  mankind  of  that  inexor-        Though  the  immediate  defigns  of 

*Ue  juftice  by   which'  they  were  the  plotters  were  thus  overthrown, 

guided;  the  execution   of  which  yet  the  capital  continued  in  a  ftate 

Awdd  not  be  prevented  or  diverted,  of  great  diforder  for  two  or  three 

bj  any  Uws  or  by  any  "authority.  days*    Cabals  and  meetings  were 
J  continually 


1 
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Continually  taking  place,  and  all  the 
paft  indications  ofmifchief  were  re- 
newed, and  Teemed  to   appear  in 
ftronger  colours  than  ufual.     The1 
Verfaillians   were   again  fuppofed . 
formidable,  and  thoufands  of  them 
were  faid  to  be  mixed  with  the  Pa- 
riiians.     Mifchiefs  of  every  kind, 
and  accompanied  with  every  degree 
of  hprror  and  ruin,  were  generally 
expected ;  and  even  thofe  the  beft  f 
informed,  fuppofed  fome  great,  and 
probably  dreadful  event.    The  ari-> 
ftocrates  were  charged  with  being 
the  authoFS  of  all  this  evil,  in  their 
endeavours  to  carry  off  the  king, 
and  to  bring  about  a4  counter-revo- 
lution.    It  would  only  have  expofed 
a  Granger  to  mockery  or  fufpicion, 
if  he  attempted  to  Ihow  the  glaring 
improbability  of  fo  unnatural  and 
monftrous  a  coalition  or  alliance,  as 
that  fuppofed  between  the  royalifts 
and  the  rabble  of  Paris  or  Versailles, . 
'who  feemed  by  fome  inherent  in- 
ftinct  deftined  to  be  their  mortal  and 
implacable  enemies.     At  the  fame 
time,  it  was  openly  faid  on  all  fides, 
that  the  king's  life  would  be  the  im- 
mediate facrirke  to  any  attempt  to 
refcue  his   pcrlbn;     and   that   the 
whole  royal  family  would  probably 
perifh  at  the  fame  inflant.     All  fo- 
reigners, who  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  former,  and  even  very  late  cha- 
racter of  the  people,  were  aftoniflied 
at  the  coolnefs  and  indifference  with 
which  the  immolation  of  the  fove- 
reign,  in  fuch  a  circumftance,  was 
publicly  talked  of,  in  all  companies, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  lowefl,  as  an 
act    which   of    courfe    mufl   take 
place. 

In  the  meantime, La  Fayetteand 
his  militia,  by  a  vigorous  act  of  ex- 
ertion, put  ah  end  to  the  combuflion 
in  Paris.  He  niddenly  furrounded 
at  uigjit,  a  body  of  i  ioo  of  the  mu- 


tineers, who  were  aflembled  in  the* 
Champs  Efyjees,  of  whom  he  made  200" 
ptrfoner's,  the  reft  being  fd  terrified, 
that  they  feemed  to  confider  them- 
felves  happy  in  efcaping  with  their 
lives.    On  fearching  the  prifohers, 
they  were  found  well  furnimed  with  4 
powder  and  ball,  made  up  into  car-  , 
tridges,  but  hot  a  fingle  mufket  wat 
found  or  feen  in  the  whole  party. 
This  put  a  flop  for  the  prefent  to 
nocturnal  meetings;  as  well  as  to 
riots  by  day.     Yet  fuch  was  the  ge- 
nius of  the  time  for  the  fabrication? 
of  plots,  fo*  the  difcovery  of  my&c* 
ries  in  the  mofl  common  and  obvi- 
ous occurrences,  and  for  the  belief 
of  the  mofl  incredible  fables,  that 
this  was  (till  infilled  upon,  and  that 
by  men  otherwife  of  good  fenfe  and 
well  informed,  to  be  the  beginning 
of  a  grand  ariftocratical  plot,  deeply 
laid  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  conih- 
tution  and  prefent  government. .  A 
"troublefome  queflion,  however,  'ftilt 
remained  to  be  folved,  who  thofe; 
immediate  inftruments  of  the  plot/ 
thofe  actual  rioters  were  ?  With  the  ', 
evidence  of  200  prifoners  before 
them,  this  feemed  a  qneftion  eafily 
'refolved ;  but  it  would  be  too  much 
tofuppofe  the  patriotic  Parifians  the 
authors  of  fuch  a  crime  ;  and  as  to 
the  Verfaillians,  befides  that  they 
had  borne  their  full  fhare  of  re- 
proach already,  they  were  too  near 
neighbours  to  be  loaded  with  all  the 
infamy.     Iri  this  difficulty,  the  tern* 
of  brigands ,  which  had  already  an- 
fweredfo  excellent  a  purpofe,  in  de- 
flroying  the  caftles  of  the  nobility,* 
luckily  occurred;  but,  as  if  queftion* 
multiplied  in   proportion    as   they 
were  refolved,  it  (till  remained  to  hie' 
anfwered,  who  thefe  brigands  were  ? 
if  they  were  men  like  others,  and 
not  totally  imaginary  beings,  theitf 
exiflence  might  furely    be   eafily 

identified* 
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identified,  The  only  folution  that 
could  be  found  to  this  queition,  was 
the  fappofition  that  they  were  com- 
peted of  Germans  and  other  fo- 
reigners, who  had  tome  to  Paris  for 
the  purpofe  of  railing  tumults,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  carrying  of 
this  incompreheniible  plot  into  exe- 
cution, 

Bezenval  being  acquitted,   and 
fefeiy  difcharged  from  Paris,  the 
chatelet  now  ventured  upon  what 
before  would  have  feemed  a  mod 
dangerous  tafk,  that  of  proceeding 
to  the  trial  of  the  prince  of  Lam- 
befc,ofmarfhal  Broglio,  and  of  fome 
others  of  thofe  principal  fugitives, 
who  had  been  long  accufed  of  that 
real  or  fuppofed  plot,  for  the  de- 
ftruclion  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  the 
national  afiembly,  for  governing  the 
kingdom  entirely  by  the  fword,  and 
placing  the  Jung  in  a  ftate  of  more 
unbridled  defpotifm,  than  even  the 
worft  of  his  predecefTors  had  poflef- 
fcd  or  attempted,  and  which  had  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  revolution  in 
die  preceding  month  of  July,  as  well 
as  of  all  its  fubfequent  confequences, 
to  the  prefent  day.    As  the  event  of 
thefe  trials  feemed  toinclude  in  no 
finall  degree  the  grand  queflion  on 
the  neceflity,  juftnefs,  or  fitnefs  of 
the  revolution,  which   derived  its 
birth  from  this  fuppofed  plot,  fo  no 
caufe  could  be  more  int  ere  fling,  or 
excite  greater  expectation;  and  the 
feveral  parts  of  it  had  been  fo  long, 
fo  often,  and  fo  peremptorily  re- 
peated and  afferted,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed fuch  a  body  of  evidence  as 
nothing  could  refill  or  controvert, 
woald  now  be  brought,  forward   in 
ittf  fttpport.   But  to  the  inexprefiible 
fapnze  of  every  body,  excepting, 
perhaps,  thofe,  who  were  in  the  im- 
-aediate  fecret  of.  things,,  no  evi« 
^cace  beyond  conjecture,  inference, 


vague  reports,  and  heariay  conver- 
fations,  appeared  on  the  fide  of  the 
profecution  ;  fo  that  the  plot  ftill  lay 
in  its  original  ftate  of  darknefs,  arid 
Broglio,with  the  other  fugitives,were 
of  courfe  acquitted  of  the  crime  of 
Usee  nation. 

It  will  always  be  found  difficult 
in  many  cafes,  to  reconcile  or  ac- 
count for  the  various  contradictions 
and  inconfiftencies,  which  appear  in 
the  condutt  and  actions  of  men. 
Although  this  bufinefs  undoubtedly 
flood  foremoft  in  point  of  importance 
of  all  thofe  which  had  been  prefcrib* 
ed  to  the  cognizance  of  the  chatelet, 
yet  there  are  good  reafons  for  be- 
lieving that  its  being  brought  for- 
ward was  highly  difagreeable  to  the 
principal-  rulers ;  who  could  not  wifh 
that  the  wealcnefs  which  now  ap- 
peared in  fo  efTential  a  point,  through 
the  total  fuilure  of  all  evidence  in 
its  fupport,  lhould  have  been  thus 
nakedly  expofed  to  all  the  world. 
It  was  probably  imagined,  that  this 
was  an  affair  which  carried  fuch  ap- 
pearances of  danger  on  whatever 
fide  it  was  examined,  that  the  cha- 
telet would  not  venture  to  meddle 
with  it;  and  it  was  poffibly  intend- 
ed, that  no  great  apology  would  be 
necefTary  to  juflify  the  omiffion. 
However  that  was,  the  chatelet  foon 
became  an  object  of  conftant  abufe 
with  the  democratical  writers,  and 
was  treated  with  a  coldnefs  and  in- 
difference by  the  afTembly,  which, 
ftrongly  indicated  that  its  new  pow- 
ers were  not  likely  to  be  lading. 

It  would  feem  as  if  this  flate  of 
tilings  produced  in  one  in  (lance  a 
difpofition  to  temporize,  and  accom- 
modate matters  to  the  occafion,  in 
that  court,  which  ill  accorded  with 
that  high  character  of  honour  and 
inflexible  integrity,  which  through 
a  long  courfe  of  pail  years  it  had, 

ia 
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in  defiance  of  power,  fo  juftly  merit- 
ed, and  fo  often  nobly  fuitained. 
This  ura*  in  the  cafe  of  one  Favras, 
xwho,  if  we  miftake  not,  was  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  national  afiembry.  This 
man  was  charged  with  being  con- 
cerned in  a  plot  for  overthrowing 
the  new  confHtution,  and  for  bring- 
ing about  a  counter-revolution.  The 
evidence  againft  hinf  was  fo  weak 
and  defective,  that  it  has  been  com* 
pared  with  that  which  has  heretofore 
been  received,  and  brought  fo  much 
difgrace  upon  the  courfe  of  legal 
juftice  in  our  own  country,  in  thofe 
unfortunate  periods  of  its  hiftdry, 
when  Titus  Oates  and  iitnilar  vii~ 
lains  werealtowed  toffouri(h,and  fuch 
men  as  Jefferies  were  the  difpenfers 
of  our  laws.  Favras  was  condemned 
and  executed ;  and  this  unfortar&te 
man*  was  generally  considered  as  a 
victim  defhned  to  be  a  peace-offer^ 
ing  to  the  Pari&ans;  m  the  vain 
hope  of  reconciling  them  to  the  lofe 
of  thofe  others  on  whom  their  d^fire 
was  much  more  ftrongly  fixed.  It 
was  a  curious  circumlUnCe,  •  and 
worthy  of  notice,  that  the  conduct 
of. the  chatelet,  inftead  of  procuring 
the  end  propofed,  was  equally  re- 
probated and  condemned  by  both 
parties ;  and  that  that  court  was 
overwhelmed  with  fuch  torrents  t>f 
reproach  coming  from  all  quarters, 
as  it  had  never  before  in  the  courfe 
of  its  exigence  experienced. 
.  Convinced  as  they  undoubtedly 
were  of  its  juftnefs,  the  chatelet  did 
not  fink  under  the  weight  of  the  re- 
proach ;  but  feemed  deiirous  of  re- 
trieving their  character  by  the  vi- 
gour with  which  they  profecuted  the 
enquiry  after  the  authors  of  the  plot, 
murders,  and  intended  maflaere  of 
the  6th  of  October;  being  thofe 
worthy  citizens,  who  had  bee*fl  re* 
prefented  by  the  democratical  wri- 


ters as  totally  innocent  of  all  crime, 
and  as  acting  purely  in  their  owri 
defence.  Not  content,  however, 
with  this  ihftance  of  iridependance 
and  fpirit,  as  if  it  were  to  afford  a 
demonftration  that  the  love  of  juf- 
tice was  the  only  operative  'rtiotive 
of  their  actions,  they  entered  deep- 
ly and'  with'  theutmoft  earhefthefs 
into  that,  evidently,  moft  critical  and 
dangerous  bufinefs*  and  enquiry  into 
the  conduct*  defigns  and  proceedings 
of  the  dukfe  of  Orleans,  and  of  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  actirfg-apparently  as  his 
inftrument,  was  in  fact  the  framer 
of  every  thing"  that  (hewed  genius 
in  his  plans,  and  that  went  beyond 
cunning  in  his  projects.  It  requir- 
ed no  mfpiratkm,  nor'  even  much 
fagacify,  to  have  feen,  that  whether 
thefe  enquiries  came  within  the  let- 
ter of  thtefr  inductions  or  not,  they 
could  not  at  all  accord  with  their  fpi* 
rit  and  defign ;  and  were5  widely  dif- 
ferent from  the' purpofes  to  which 
that  court  owaf  its  temporary  infti- 
tntkm.  They  were,  hbweveti  ad- 
mitted to  proceed  to  a  certain  de- 
cent and  considerable  length  in  their 
enquiries  j  u*riP  at  length  becoming 
too  trouhlefome;  brihgirigmatters  to 
light  which '  there1  was  no  'occafion 
mould  be  publicly  known,  and  the 
prefervation  of  thbife  appearances 
which'  operated  to  their  institution 
being" no' longer  neCeflhry,  their 
powers  wefe  fuddenly  withdrawn, 
their  enquiries  left  unfirtifhed,  and 
the  chatelet  for  evef  laid  by.  This 
was  fodn  followed  by  the  total  anni- 
hilation of  that,  and  of  all  the  other 
ancierit  courts  of' law  and"  juftice  in 
the  kingdom;' 

.  I  h  the  meaiitim'Wlte  king's  firm* 
nfcfs  iri  rejecting  tl^piropofed  vifit 
and  coalition;  waV,'  tAfough  means 
or  motives,  of  wlxich' w€'are  not  in- 
{brmed,  at  length  overcome.    It  is 

not 
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not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  could  be 
totally  indifferent  to  the  menaces 
againft  his  life  which,  were  continue 
'  ally  thrown  out  in  cafe  of  any  at- 
tempt to  refcue  his  perfori,  (an  event 
hourly  to  be  looked  for,  without  his 
Concurrence  or  knowledge,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  temper  and  difcon- 
tcnt  which    prevailed   through  fo 

Sat  a  part  of  the  nation)  and  con  - 
ering  his  remarkable  afre&ion  for 
the  queen  and  children,  whofe  lives, 
he  knew,  hung  by  the  fame  hair  with 
his  own,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  but 
he  was  as  deeply  affecled  on  their 
account  as  his  own.     Perhaps  other 
toorives  might  have  operated. 
«  ,        ,         Whatever  they  were, 
"  4"    '  the  king  appeared  fud- 
I79°i      denly   at   the   national 
aflembly,  where  fie  complained  of 
the  attempts  which  were  made  to 
fliake  the  baiis  of  the  new  conttitu- 
tion,  and  declared  it  to  be  his  defire, 
that  it  (bould  be  univerfally  known, 
that  the  monarch  and  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  wert  entirely 
united;  that  their  wifhes  were  the 
fane;   that  he  would  defend  the 
coniritutional  liberty,  the  principles 
of  which  the  .general  wifh,  in  con- 
cert with  his  own,  had  confecrated ; 
*nd  that,  conjointly  with  the  queen, 
ie  would  early  form  the  heart  and 
tile  fentiments  of  his  fon,  for  that 
lew  order  of  things,  which  the  cir- 
Cumjtances  of  the  empire  had  intro- 
duced and  fandtified. 

As  foon  as  the  king  was  with- 
drawn, the  aflembly  voted  an  ad- 
irefs  of  thanks  to  him;  and  per- 
ceiving at  once  the  deep  difmay  and 
^onfternation  with  which  this  unex  - 
pefted  meafure  feemed   nearly  to 
overwhelm  the  minority,  they  in- 
ftandy  determined  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  confufion  and  aftoaiih- 
Vol,  XXXII. 


ment,  and  immedLitely  iflued  a  de- 
cree, which,  in  that  ftate,  none  had 
the*  courage-  to  oppofe,  and  by 
which,  every  member  Was  obliged 
to  take  the  newlv-devifed.civic  oath, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  exclud- 
ed from  giving  his  vote  on  any  oc- 
cafion.  This  tell  was  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  they  had  reafon  for  con- 
ceiving it  would  prove  effectual  iri 
purging  the  aflembly  of  moft,  if  not 
all  of  thofc,  whofe  names  or  coun- 
tenance they  no  longer  wanted,  a(nd 
whofe  company  they  no  farther 
wifhed  to  be  troubled  with.  The 
aflembly  then  decreed  a  general  ad- 
drefs  to  the  provinces,  reminding 
them  of  all  it  had  done  for  the  fake 
of  public  liberty,  laying  before  them 
what  it  propofed  farther  to  do,  for 
the  complete  regeneration  of  the 
empire,  and  holding  out  proper  rea- 
fons  and  arguments  to  prepoflefs 
them,  againft  thofe  unfavourable 
impreflions  which  evil  minded  per- 
fons  were  endeavouring  to  infufie 
upon  their  minds. 

Soon  after  the  exhibition  of  this 
ftate  farce,  this  ftrange  and  extra- 
ordinary coalition,  by  which  the 
king  without  gaining  one  nev/  friend 
loft  many  of  the  old,  and  much  of 
the  confidence  and  confidemticri 
which  he  held  with  all,  the  national 
aflembly  rcftuned  the  affairs  of  the 
clergy,  a  bufinefs  ivhich  they  juftly 
conlidered  of  the  laft  importance,  as 
their  eftates  and  property  were  ta 
fupply  that  pledge  and  fecurity* 
which  was  to  oe  offered  to  the  na- 
tion for  the  difcharge  of  their  im- 
menfe  debts',  as  well  as. to  make 
good  the  current  deficiencies  which 
arofe,  from  the  failure  of  payment 
of  the  regaining  taxes,  ana  the  to* 
tal  lofs  of  the  moft  productive, 
which  had  been  generally  repealed* 
M  At 
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Ok        »ii    At  this  meeting  the  af- 
*eo.  13U1,  fembl     fu      effed   all 

» *7  Art  «  *  * 

/y  monaftic  establishments 

for  ever,  and  confiscated  all  their 
lands ;  allowing,  however,  the  pre- 
fent  friars  and  nuns  to  continue  in 
the  obfervance  of  their  monadic, 
vows;  granting  them  fome  mode- 
rate (Upends  for  maintenance ;  and 
to  the  nuns,  the  fpeciai  favour  and 
privilege,  (which  was  indeed  an  aft 
of  great  humanity,  independent,  of 
its  j  u  ft  ice)  tliat  they  mould  not  be 
removed  from  the  convents  in  which 
they  then  refided,  without  their  own 
oonfent  and  free  choice. 

As  the  buiinefs  of  the  clergy  was 
now  brought  nearly  to  a  conclusion, 
at  leaft  with  refpedt  to  fait,  though 
not  entirely  as  to  time,  we  (hall  pur- 
fue  it  to  the  end,  leaving  thofe  in- 
termediate matters  which  occurred 
in  its  courfe  fubjedl  to  further  ob- 
servation. In  the  fucceeding  month 
of  April,  the  afiembly  completed 
their  plan.  They  voted  away,  in 
purfuance  of  their  prior  refolution 
ofNovember,  all  the  territorial  pof- 
feffions  of  the  church,  delHning 
them  in  general,  but  not  Specific 
terms,  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
flebt.  They  affigned  to  the  church- 
men,  in  return,  certain  fixed  pen- 
fions,  which  though  much  fmaUer 
than  their  former  revenues,  were, 
perhaps,  barely  fufficient  for  their 
existence ;  although  not  in  any  de- 
gree fuitable  to  their  paft  habits, 
condition, or  modes  of  living;  many 
of  them  being  neceflarily  of  the  n*rit 
families  in  the  kingdom,and  long  ufed 
to  fplendour,  refpecl,  and  opulence. 
The  aflembly  Jikevvife,  at  this  time, 
Tbegan  to  iflue  to  the  creditors  of  the 
ikte  a  new  kind  of  paper  money 


under  the  name  of  affignations,  that 
is  affignats,  on  the  church  lands  thus 
confifcated,  which  were  to  be  the 
general  fecurity  for  all  the  paper 
thus  iflued.  From  hence  originated 
that  inundation  of  affignats  which 
have  fince  deiuged  France  and  the 
neighbouring  countries ;  and  which 
have  excited  the  aftonifhment  of 
Europe,  through  die  extraordinary 
exertions  which  they  have  enabled 
her  to  make. 

Itvwas  a  curious  circumftance  that 
Mirabeau,  who  had  fo  lately  pub- 
lished a  fevere  Philippic  againit  the 
tv.^eror  Jofeph  for  the  injufiice  of 
his  tLim'  on  the  Scheldt,  and  in 
which  he  particularly  reprobated  his 
conduct  with  refpedl  to  the  plunder 
of  the  monafteries  and  convents  in 
the  Low  Countries,  fhould  now,  in 
fo  Short  a  period  of  time,  have  fo 
totally  departed  from  the  fentiments 
which  he  then  avowed,  that  through 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  prefent 
bufinef,,  he  was,  on  every  occafion, 
the  ltrongeft  and  moil  determined 
leader  in,  or  fupporter  of  all  the  vio- 
lent proceedings  carried  on  againfr, 
the  French  clergy.  The  following 
fentence,  addreSled  to  the  emperor, 
in  the  treatife  we  have  mentioned, 
will  ferve  to  illuftrate  this  conduct  as 
well  as  to  juftify  the  observation : 
"  Deipife  the  monks  as  much  as  you 
pleafe,  but  do  not  rob  them ;  for  it 
is  unlawful  to  rob  either  the  moil 
determined  atheiit  or  the  moft  cre- 
dulous capuchin  friar."  So  muciv 
do  men's  fentiments  vary  with  cir- 
cumitances,  even  in  questions  of 
right  or  wrong,  of  juftice  or  injuf- 
tice !  qucft ions,  which  it  might  be 
fuppofed  did  not  admit  of  any  change, 
of  opinion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,      VII. 

ineffectual  attempts  made  by  the  French  privileged  orders,  for  procuring  re* 
dre/s  or  fiucour from  the  neighbouring  continental  powers.  State  of  political 
affairs  in  Europe,  which,  with  other  caufes,  tended  to  produce  that  indiffer- 
ence nuitk  refpecl  to  France  which  now  appeared.  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
Turin.  Rajh  and  impetuous  proceedings,  along  with  the  contemptuous  lan» 
guage  ujed  by  the  national  affembly,  ferves  continually  to  create  new  enemies 

•  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  Wrong  offered  to  the  German  princes  with 
rejpecl  to  their  poffeffions  and  rights  in  Alface,  embitters  the  'whole  empire 
againft  the  new  government,  and  implants  deeply  the  feeds  of  future  conten- 
tion and  war.  IVeft  India  colonies  thrown  into  a  fate  of  the  utmoft  dif- 
order  and  confujion,  and  at  length  precipitated  into  the  moft  dreadful  fcenes 
of  de/olation,  conflagration,  and  maffacre,  which  terminate  in  final  destruc- 
tion, by  aferies  of  ill-judged  and  precipitate  meafures,  of  impolitic,  impracti- 
cable, or  contradictory  decrees.  Great  diforders  in  the  army.  Soldiers  throat 
off  all  fubordination  and  difcipline.  The  people  being  now  in  poffeffion  of 
liberty,  a  defer e  of  uncontrolled  rule  and fovereignty  becomes  the  leading  and 
general  paffion,  a  circumftance  which  Jerques  greatly  to  unite  them,  and  to 

flrengthen  the  new  Jyftem.  The  weak  attempts  of  the  royalifts,  and  the  con- 
tinual reports  of  plots,  con/piracies,  and  invafeons,  caufe  fucb  a  general 
alarm,  that  the  provinces  affociate  and  arm ;  fo  that  France  ferns  covered 
with  camps  and  armies.  State  of  the  arift aerates  and  parties  adverje  f 
government.  Corfeca  annexed  to  France  as  part  of  the  kingdom*  Applica- 
tion from  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  the  difpute  with  England,  brings  on 
a  debate  on  the  queftion,  in  wbo/e  hands  the  right  of  peace  and  war  Jhould 
he  lodged.  Second  application  from  Spain  brings  on  a  change  of  the  miniftry. 
Mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  Br  eft.  Anacharis  Clootz,  introduces  to  the  affembly 
his  ambaffadors  from  all  mankind.  Decree  for  abolijhing  all  titles,  and  ob- 
literating all  memorials  of  nobility  and  family  diftindion,  for  ever  in  France* 
Grand  national  confederation  at  Paris*  Bloody  conteft  at  Nancy.  Mr* 
Neckar  quits  the  kingdom,  after  various  dtfgraces,  and  narrowly  efcaping 
the  fury  of  the  Parifeans*  Schifm  of  the  French  clergy ;  the  greater  part  of 
ivbomfubmit  to  the  lofs  of  their  penfions,  and  to  expulfion  from  their  paftoral 
duties,  rather  than  to  tak  ethe  newly -prefcribed  oaths* 

"KTOTWITHSTANDING  the  ed  in  a  little  time  to  acquire  frefh 

XN  immediate  difmay  produced  activity  and  new  vigour,  from  a 

bytke  late  aft  of  the  king,  in  ap-  check  which  had  at  firft  imprefled 

\HOving  of  all  the  proceedings  of  them  with  fuch  vifible  confternation. 

the  aflembly,  and    in   difclaiming  For  though,  in  order  to  ftrength- 

ttd  reprobating  all  the  meafures  en   both,  they   wifhed    to    make 

pttrfued  in  his  favour,  the  ruined  their  own  caufe  common  with  that 

privileged  orders  foon  recollected  of  the  crown,  id  every  attempt  for 

thcmfelves,  and  inflead  of  finking  the  recovery  of  the  loft,  or  the  pre*- 

under  that  unexpected  blow,  if  em-  fervation  of  what  remained  of  their 

[  / 1  ]  mutual 
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mutual  nghts,  yet  they  confidered 
their  own  diftin&  interefts  as  being 
of  too  great  a  magnitude,  and  too 
immediate  an  importance,  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  weaknefs,  the  ca- 
price, or  to  the  perfonal  terrors,  of 
their  wretched,  imprifoned  fove- 
reign. 

In  this  ftate  they  naturally  turn- 
ed their  eyes  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
their  own  refugee  princes  at  the 
court  of  Turin,  with  whom  they 
held  a  clofe  correfpondence,  parti- 
cularly from  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces; but  thefe  ruined  princes, 
who  were  beholden .  to  Grangers 
for  fhelter  and  fubfiftence,  could  af- 
ford no  other  means  of  fupport  or 
afliftance  than  the  little  which 
might  poflibly  be  derived  merely 
from  their  names  and  rank ;  while 
this  foufce,  weak  and  confined  as  it 
would  have  been  at  beft,  was  dill 
farther  narrowed,  and  reduced  al- 
inoft  to  nothing,  by  the  peculiar 
unpopularity  in  which  the  raflinefs 
and  imprudence  of  the  count  d'Ar- 
tois,  had  very  unfortunately  involv- 
ed that  prince.  The  alarmed  and 
diftreued  nobility  did  not,  however, 
reft  here ;  they  are  faid  to.  have 
been  inceflant  in  their  applications 
to  all. the  neighbouring  continental 
powers  for  their  interference  in  deT 
livering  their  king,  and  in  aflifling 
to  eftabiifli  in  their  wretched  couu- 
try  fome  juft  and  equitable  form  of 
government,  which,  under  the  fanc- 
tionof  a  limited  and  well-regulated 
monarchy,  might  put  an  end  to  the 
prefent  horria  fcene  of  confufion 
and  anarchy,  while  it  afforded  li- 
berty of  person  and  fecurity  of  pro- 
perty to  every  order  and  ciais  of  the 
people. 

But  it  happened  unfortunately 
with  refpett  to  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
Urcfled,    that  Europe  feldom    has 


been,  through  a  long  courfe  of 
years,  in  a  ftate  lefs  capable  of  af- 
fording the  fuccour  now  demanded, 
or  in  which  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  the  difpofition  of  the  fove- 
reigns,  were  lefs  calculated  for  under- 
taking any  enterprize,  than  at  th# 
prefent;  The  mad  ambition  of  the 
emperor  Jofeph,  under  the  influence 
of  the  overwhelming  *  power  and 
vaftdefigns  ofRuffia,  to  which  he 
became  To  miferable  a  dupe,  befides 
the  ruin  and  the  fpirit  of  revolt 
which  it  fpread  through  his  own 
vaft  dominions,  had  in  no  finall  de- 
gree deranged  the  general  policy* 
of  Europe;  for  while  feveral  ftates 
were  watching  with  apprehenfion 
and  difmay,  the  dreaded  evils  which 
the  farther  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of 
the  dangerous  combination  between 
thefe  two  mighty  empires  were  ca- 
pable of  producing,  others,  who  be- 
ing more  powerful  were  lefs  apprev 
henfive  of  danger,  »were,  however, 
no  lefs  occupied  in  attending  to  the' 
fame  objects,  in  the  hope  of  deriv- 
ing fome  benefit  to  themfelves.  in 
the  iffue,  from  the  poflibly  difaf- 
trous  events,  and  from  the  unfore- 
feen  circumftances  of  difunion, 
which  the  courfe  of  fo  doubtful  a 
purfuit,  and  of  fo  impolitic  and  un- 
natural an  alliance,  might  be  capa- 
ble of  producing.  While  all  fpirit 
of  adventure  was  thus  effectually  re- 
trained in  the  centre  and  north  of 
Europe,  the  court  of  Spain,  fo 
clofely  united  in  blood  and  alliance 
with  the  king  and  government  of 
France,  was,  at  this  critical  fea- 
fon,  when  the  exiftence  of  the  great 
and  parent  ftock  of  the  Bourbon 
line  was  more  than  at  flake,  moft 
'induttrioufly  involving  herfelf  in  a 
ridiculous  fquabble  with  England, 
the  objed  of  dilpute  fcarcely  bear- 
ing or  deierving  a  name ;  and  was 
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wantonly  and  blindly  rufhing  into 
a  conteft  which  fhe  was  totally  in- 
tapable  of  fuftaining.  On  the  other 
fide  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  befides  his  being  by  < 
nature  a  peaceable  prince  totally 
indifpofed  to  war,  was  not,  from  the 
ftate  of  his  finances,  of  his  army:,  of 
his  fortrefles,  or  of  any  of  the  lead- 
ing requifites  effential  to  fuch  a  de- 
cinon,  in  any  condition  to  hazard 
the  experiment,  even  fuppofing  that 
his  own  difpofition  had  prompted 
him  ever  fo  ftroigly  to  the  mea- 
fure. 

Under  thefe  circurnftances  it  fo 
happened,  that  fcarcely  in  any  age 
ancient  or  modern,  whether  among 
refined  or  half  civilized  nations,  any 
fimilar  body  of  men,  fo  fuddenly 
involved  in  the  moil  pitiable  ftate 
of  degradation  and  ruin,  ever  ex-, 
cited  io  little  fympathy,  or  ever  met 
with  fo  cold  and  forbidding  a  recep- 
tion, as  the  French  nobility  expe- 
rienced upon  this  occafion  in  all 
the  neighbouring  countries.  They 
were,  almoft  without  exception, 
every  where  beheld  with  a  preju- 
diced and  malignant,  rather  than  a 
kind  or  benevolent  eye ;  and  even 
while  they  yet  poflefled  money, 
found  it  difficult  to  procure  fhelter. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  attribute  this 
general  public  diflike  (for  it  was 
Much  ftronger  than  mere  indiffer- 
ence) to  political  caufes  or  motives, 
any  more  xthan  to  the  particular  dif- 
pofition of  fovereigns.  For,  although 
the  human  mind  willingly  makes 
many  great  facrifices  to  laws,  to  go- 
vernment, and  to  power,  it  is  by  no 
ineans  difpofed  to  refign  its  fympa- 
thies  or  antipathies  to  the  will  or 
opinion  of  others ;  and  perhaps  lefs 
fo  to  its  rulers  than  to  any.  In 
whatever  interefts  the  heart  it  is  ex- 
frwnely  tenacious;  natwe  feeming 


to  have  implanted  that  principle  in 
order  to  afford  fome  fhelter  or  re- 
fuge, even  in  defpite  of  power,  to 
the  forlorn  victims  of  oppreffion  and 
diltrefs.  There  feems  4much  room 
then  for  prefuming,  unlefs  fome 
more  cogent  caufe  can  be  produced, 
than  the  infufferable  vanity  and  ar- 
rogance, which  had  ever  marked 
the  character  of  that  people,  whe- 
ther collectively  .or  individually, 
through  all  the  days  of  their  prof- 
perity,  was  now,  in  the  hard  feafon 
of  their  adverfity,  too  well  remem- 
bered by  thofe  neighbours,  whom 
they  had  heretofore  treated  with  the 
mofl  fuprcme  and  mortifying  con- 
tempt. 

But  the  overweening  confidence, 
the  rafh  and  imperious  language, 
with  the  precipitate  determinations 
of  the  national  aflembly,  were  fully 
competent  to  the  creation  of  ene- 
mies abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  who 
might  otherwife  have  been  friends, 
or  at  leaftindifferent  fpectators.  In 
their  rage  for  the  totaj^  overthrow 
and  abolition  of  the  feudal  fyftem, 
they  had  paid  as  little  regard  to  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  foreigners,  as 
they  had  done  in  all  cafes  with  re- 
fpect  to  thofe  of  their  own  nobility 
and  clergy.  The  duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  the  prince  of  Deuxponts,  with 
many  other  German  princes  both 
fecular  and  ecclefiaftical,  held  great 
poffeffions  in  Alface,  and  other  pro- 
vinces, which  France  had  hereto- 
fore wrenched  from  the  empire  in 
the  days  of  its  troubles  and  diftrefs, 
and  which  thefe  princes  held  by  the 
fame  original  tenure  that  they  did 
their  other  eftates  more  immediately 
at  home.  Thefe  feveral  diftricts, 
with  all  the  ancient  rights  apper- 
taining to  them,  were,  in  the  year 
1648,  after  the  forcible  transfer  of 
paramount  dominioa  by  arms  bad 
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already  taken  place,  farther  fe- 
cured,  confirmed,  and  guaranteed 
to  the  pofTeffors,  in  the  fLrongeft 
manner,  by  the  celebrated  treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  to  which  France  her- 
felf  was  a  contracting  party,  and 
from  which  alone  fhe  can  derive 
any  legal  title  or  claim  to  the  pro* 
vinces  in  queflion,  of  which  thefe 
lefler  fiefs  compofe  a  confiderable 
part.  Yet  thefe  rights,  fo  authen- 
'  tically  confirmed  and  guaranteed, 
had  been,  without  the  imalleft  ex- 
planation or  ceremony,  totally  fet 
afide  and  fubverted,  by  the  fimple 
decree  of  a  new  and  unheard-of 
body  of  men,  who  fuddenly  called 
themfelves  a  French  afTembly,  while 
a  captive  king,  in  violation  of  trea- 
ties by  which  he  was  perfbnally, 
and  his  country  through  him  di- 
rectly bound,  and  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  his  own  opinion  and  ad- 
vice publicly  communicated  to  that 
afTembly,  was  compelled,  moil  un- 
willingly, to  give  his  fanction  to 
this  violation  and  wrong. 

We  have  already  feen  the  indig- 
nation excited  in  the  afTembly,  juft 
before  the  king's  removal  from 
Versailles,  upon  receiving  his  let- 
ter, in  which  he  had  ventured  to 
expoftulate,  in  the  geriileft  terms, 
upon  the  impolicy  and  danger,  as 
Well  as  the  flagrant  injuftice,  of  this, 
and  of  fome  others  of  their  ads, 
which  had  been  then  haflily  de- 
creed ;  we  haye  likewife  feen,  that 
at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  in  the  midit 
of  that  dreadful  tumult,  in  which 
his  life  apparently  hung  by  a  fingle 
hair,  he  was  obliged,  without  com- 
ment, explanation,  or  referve,  to 
give  his  fanction  to  this  decree,  as 
well  as  to  that  which  eftablifhed  and 
confirmed  the  revolution,  and  to  all 
others  which  were  then  in  readi- 
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nefs.  Upon  this,  as  well  as  upon 
every  other  occafion  in  which  the 
fubject  was  at  all  mentioned,  the 
national  afTembly  affected  to  treat 
the  rights  and  claim  sj  as  well  as  the 
perfons  and  condition  of  the  fo- 
reign princes  with  the  moft  infuf- 
ferable  contempt ;  nor  did  their 
great  bond  of  right  and  fecurity, 
the  treaty  of  Weitphalia,  which  is 
confide  red  as  the  Magna  Charta  of 
the  Germanic  empire,  and  held  by 
that  people  as  little  lefs  than  (acred, 
meet  with  any  greater  refpect. 

This  occafioned  a  general  outcry 
againft  the  French,  and  particularly 
againft  the  conduct  of  their  aflem- 
bly,  in  Germany ;  while  the  injured 
princes,  no  lefs  irritated  perhaps  by 
the  injurious  treatment  which  they 
received,  than  by  their  immediate 
lofTes,  were  inceffant  in  their  appli- 
cations, both  individually  and  col- 
lectively, to  the  diet  of  the-  empire 
for  protection  and  redrefs.  The 
diet  took  up  the  bufinefs  with  great 
fpirit;  and  though  the  untoward 
ftate  of  public  affairs  did  not  yet  af- 
ford leifure  to  the  great  powers  of  the 
empire  to  take  fuch  an  active  fhare 
in  the  bufinefs  as  might  give  imme- 
diate efficacy  to  its  proceedings  and 
intentions,  it  was  by  no  means  the 
lefs  fenfible  of  the  injury  and  wrong, 
and  of  the  infult  thereby  offered  to 
the  whole  Germanic  body.  It  is 
not  indeed  improbable,  that  the 
vexatious  inability  of  enforcing  its 
refolutions  which  the  diet  now  ex- 
perienced, ferved  much  to  increafe 
its  indignation  and  refentment.  We 
accordingly  find,  that  the  diet  be- 
came and  continued  exceedingly 
adverfe,  and  avowedly  difpofed  to 
be  hoftile  to  the  new  French  go- 
vernment, which  they  confidereaas 
commencing  its  career  by  a  flagrant 
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violation  of  public  faith  and  of  the  been  eafily  accommodated;  and  if 
moft.  (acred  treaties,  of  fetting  the  the  princes  had  even  in  fome  de- 
general  opinions  and  laws  of  man-  gree  overrated  their  demands,  poli* 
Kind  at  defiance,  and  of  wifhing  to  tical  prudence  would  have  fhewn, 
diflblve  or  overthrow  all  thofe  that  it  was  more  eligible  to  fubmit 
compacts  between  nations,  which  to  fome  fmall  prefent  pecuniary  ex- 
had  been  conftru&ed  as  mounds  for  tortion,  and  thereby  get  quit  of  a 
the  prefervation  of  their  mutual  claim  which  could  never  be  renew- 
peace  and  fecurity.  In  this  tern-  ed,  than  to  fuffer,  particularly  in  fo 
per,  and  with  thefe  opinions,  the  critical  a  feafon  as  the  prefent,  fuch 
,  Germanic  body,  through  the  me-  a  bone  of  endlefs  difcord  to  conti- 
dium  of  its  diet,  only  waited  for  nue  conftantly  in  view, 
the  arrival  of  the  proper  feafon,  and  When  it  was  too  late,  the  aflem- 
the  concurrence  of  the  proper  bly  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  De- 
means, to  carry  the  effect  of  their  come  fenfible  of  its  error,  or  at  leaft 
refentment,  and  the  redrefs  of  the  to  be  alarmed  at  the  efFedfc  which  it 
injury  offered,  at  once  into  execu-  was  already  producing,  and  feveral 
tion  months  after  the  abolition  of  the 
Thus  from  the  habit  of  giving  feudal  rights,  it  carelefsly  voted  An 
1  loofe  and  unbounded  fcope  to  indemnification  to  the  German 
haughty,  contemptuous,  and  arro-  princes.  But  the  feafon  for  conci- 
gant  language,  of  turning  all  mat-  liatory  accommodation  was  now 
ters,  however  ferious,  to  ridicule,  part ;  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
which  did  not  .entirely  correlpond  had  rifen  to  its  utmoft  pitch ;  they 
with  their  own  ideas,  or  dire&Iy  perceived  that  the  indignation  of 
fait  their  liking,  and  by  a  diclato-  their  friends,  neighbours,  and  co- 
rial  and  peremptory  mode  of  pro-  eftates  in  general,  was  equally  ex- 
ceeding, in  all  points  correfponding  cited  with  their  own  j  they  had  been 
with  the  language  and  manner,  forced  to  appeal  to  another  fouree 
were  the  feeds  of  a  fevere,  bitter,  for  redrefs,  which  they  knew  would 
and  extenfive  war,  capable  of  events  fooner  or  later  be  obtained,  and 
and  confequences  far  beyond  all  that  probably  accompanied  with  a 
calculation,  molt  induftrioufly  fown  pleafing  gratification  of  their  ven- 
hy  the  national  aflembly  in  that  geance.  Under  thefe  circumflances, 
wide  and  powerful  empire.  Where-  and  in  this  temper,  they  refufed  to 
as,  if  a  due  attention  had  been  at  fell  or  to  barter  their  birthrights. 
fait  paid  to  propriety  of  language  The  aflembly  (hewed  a  ftoical  in- 
and  conduct,  if  the  femblance  of  difference,  which  they  feemed  to 
juftice  and  equity  had  been  obferv-  think  confonant  with  the  ftern  and 
ed,  by  duly  examining  and  confi-  inflexible  dignity  of  Republicans* 
Bering  the  rights  of  the  princes  and  upon  this  refufal.  They,  however* 
the  obligations  of  treaties,  and  if  ordered  the  offer  of  indemnification 
the  refult  of  this  enquiry  had  been,  to  be  repeated,  and  left  the  jnatter 
the  propofal  of  a  fair  compenfation  after  to  take  its  ordinary  courfe. 
to  the  former  for  the  furrender  of  Nor  was  the  national  aflembly 
their  feudal  rights,  there  is  not  the  more  fortunate  with  refpedl  to  the 
faalleft  room  for  doubting,  that  this  government  of  the  French  colonies 
troablefome  buiinefs    would    have  in  the  Weft  indies,  than  it  was  in 

['4]  .  **• 


t361     ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1790. 

its  tranfaftions  with  foreigners ;  and  meafure ;  but  neither  thefe  confi- 

thefe  great,  and  apparently  inex-  derations,    nor   the  eloquence  nor 

hauftible  fources  of  the  commerce,  warnings  of  Barnave,  were  at   all 

wealth,  power,  and  naval  force  of  capable  of  refilling  that  democrat  i- 

France,  have  in  the  iflue  been  to-  cal  rage  for  liberty  and  equality 


tally  ruined,  by  a  feries  of  precipi- 
tate meafures,  of  ralh  and  untried 
ichemes,  adopted  without  due  con- 
sideration, or  competent  knowledge 
of  the   fubjeft,  and  founded  upon 
the  fame  order  of  abftract  notions, 
and  metaphyseal  dreams/  which  had 
involved  the  parent  country  in  its 
prefent   unparalleled   fituation.     It 
!nad  been  early  and  well  obferved 
in  the  affembly  by  M.  Barnave,  an 
able  and  eminent  leader  in  the  ac- 
compiifhment  of  the  revolution,  and 
wftio  went  all  lengths  with  the  ruling 
party,  "  that,  unfortunately,  their 
-**  rights  of  men  could  not  apply  to 
*c  the  Weft  Indies ;  that  if  they  en- 
*deavoured  to  make  the  applica- 
<*  tion,  they  would  lofe  tjieir  cblo- 
"  nies,   impoverifh    their    trading 
f*  and   manufacturing  towns,  until 
?f  the  common  people,  grown  defpe- 


which  now  prevailed. 

A  fociety  had  for  fome  time  fab- 
lifted  in  France  under  the  *title  of 
Vami  de  Noir,  or  the  friends  of  the 
negroes,  which  owed  its  origin  to 
the   focieties    formed   in  England 
upon  the  fame  principle ;  and  like 
them  iffued  feveral  publications  in 
favour  of  the  opprefled  Africans, 
which  being  induftrioufly  circulated 
in  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  and  well 
fuited  to  the  capacities  as  well  as  to 
the  likings  of  that  people,  produced 
fuch  an  effeft,  that  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  contributed  much  to 
"the  dreadful  enormities  which  af- 
terwards took  place  in  thefe  colo- 
nies.    Although   this    fociety  was 
not  much  diftinguifhed  by  the  rank, 
abilities,  or   even    number  of  its 
members,  nor  indeed  by  any  thing, 
but  the  humanity  of  its  object,  and 


rate   by  the  difappointment    of    the  private  virtues  of  feveral  of  the 


**  their  hopes,  would  be  ready  to  fell 
**  themfelves  to  the  enemies  of  the 
**  revolution."  Indeed  there  can  be 
no  queftion,    but-  that   confidered 
merely  as  a  fubjecl  of  ftate  policy, 
without   any  reference  to  philofo- 
phy,  or  to  the  milder  feelings  of  hu- 
manity, that  the  general  declaration 
tf  the  rights  of  man,  without  any 
diftinftion  of  country  or  colour,  by 
a  nation  pofleffing  great  and   ex- 
tenfive  colonies  cultivated  by  flaves, 
and  ftill  determined  to  retain  thefe 


individuals  of  which  it  was  com* 
pofed,  yet  this   being  the  age   of 
fentiment,  as  well  as  of  innovation, 
and  the  doclrlnes  k  held  out  ac- 
cording with  thofe  favourite  ones 
of    univerfal  liberty   and    general 
equality,  they  became  fo  fafhion- 
able,  that  fome  names  of  confidera- 
ble  eminence  were  rendered  odious, 
•and  their  pofleffors  marked  out,  not 
only  as  enemies  to  humanity,  but 
to  the  new  philofophy  and  the  fyf- 
tem  formed  on  it  in  all  their  parts, 


colonies,  under  a  full  intention  of  for  having  ventured,  on  motives  of 

reajv^g   all  the  cuftomary  advan-  policy,  of  general   fafety,  and  of 

tages  from  them,  without  providing  juftice  to  the  planters,  to  expofe, 

any   fubftitutcs   for   the   flaves,  or  what  appeared  to  them,  their  falla- 


any  indemnification  for  their  own- 
ers, muft  ever  be  deemed  a  radii  as 
We|l  as  a  hafty   and  improvident 


cy,  impropriety,  and  danger. 

The  planters  had  made  a  com- 
plaint to  the,  king,  long  before  the 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [137 


commencement  of  his  troubles/  of 
the  dangers  to  which  they  were  al- 
ready expofed,  and  of  the  greater 
to  wjnxh  they  were  liable,  through 
the  proceedings  of  this  fociety ;  but 
they  were  gnevoufly  difappointed 
upon  receiving  for  anfwer,  «'  That 
""  he  was  glad  to  hear  there  was 
"  fuch  a  fociety,  and  that  fome  of 
u  his  fubje&s  had  humanity  enough 
"  to  concern  themfelves  about  the 
«  fete  of  the  poor  negroes."     An 
anfwer  which  fufficiently  teftiiies  the 
natural    tendernefs    and   goodnefs 
which  poflefled  the  heart  of  the  fo- 
reign ;    whatever   impreffion    it 
may  make  with  refpedt,  to  his  poli- 
tical wifddm  or  knowledge.    His 
minifters,  however,  held  very  dif- 
ferent Sentiments  from  the  kin?  up- 
on this  fubje&.      Calonne  had  de- 
creed confiderable  bounties  to  en- 
courage   and  'increafe    the    flave 
trade;   and  Neckar,  the  avowed 
child  of  fentiment,  philanthropy,  and 
morality,  not  only  continued  thefe 
bounties,  but  in  a  treatife,  abound- 
ing otherwife  with  precepts  andfen- 
timents  of  the  greateft  humanity, 
laid  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible 
wiom,  **  that  the  nation  which  fets 

*  the  example   of  abolifhing  the 
41  flave  trade,  will  become  the  dupe 

*  of  its  own  generofity." 

The  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
the  negroes,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  feemed,  however,  to  have 
loft  all  confideration  and  even  re- 
membrance, as  foon  as  an  account 
of  the  revolution  at  home  reached 
&e  iflands,  and  that  the  doctrines  of 
univerfai  liberty  and  equality  were 
promulgated  among  the  colonifts.- 
The  beautiful  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, the  fineft  parts  of  which 
were  covered  with  a  number  of  the 
moll  flourifhing,  rich,  and  happy 
fpbnies  perhaps  in  the  world,  was 


the  firft,  the  greateft,  the  mod  lad- 
ing, and  the  moil  deplorable  vic- 
tim to  the  enfuing  calamities. 
Though  a  contempt  of  all  govern- 
ment and  fubordination  foon  be- 
came general  among  all  orders  and 
degrees  of  men,  yet  the  troops 
feem  to  have  been  among  the  firft 
who  afforded  a  practical  example  of 
the  enjoyment  of  their  new  liberty. 
This  was  difplayed  by  the  regiment 
of  Port  au  Prince,  in  the  murder 
of  their  colonel,  a  brave  and  die- 
ting uifhed  officer;  who,  in  open 
day,  was  flaughtered  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment.  Single  enormities, 
however  {hiking  in  themfelves^ 
were  foon  loft  in  the  general  glar« 
of  the  greater  which  were  to  fuc-» 
ceed.  The  colonifts,  like  the  pc«r 
pie  in  France,  were  divided  -into 
two  great  parties,  the  royalifts  and 
the  republicans,  each  of  which  ap- 
peared at  different  tinges  to  preddr 
minate  ;  but  the  preffure  of  do- 
meftic  troubles  and  dangers  excited 
by  the  new  ftate  of  things  too  im- 
mediately affected  the  planters,  to 
admit  of  their  yet  cutting  each 
others  throats  about  the  politics  of 
Europe, 

For  the  prefent  occafion  drew 
forth  and  brought  into  a  ftate  of 
great  notoriety  a  new  race  of  men, 
who  had  hitherto. been  little  known 
or  heard  of,  at  leaft  on  this  fiJe  the 
Atlantic.  Thefe  were  the  mulat- 
toes,  a  numerous,  bold,  hardy,  dar- 
ing, and  profligate  race ;  who  being 
derived  from  the  promifcuous  intcr- 
courfe  between  white  men  and  ne- 
groe  women,  were,  by  a  ftrange 
perveriion  of  language,  diftinguim- 
ed  by  the  appeJlation  of  people  of 
c61our.  The  much  greater  part  of 
thefe  were  by  birth  in  the  condition 
of  free  men,  with  refpeel  to  perfon 
and  property,  but  were  fccluded  by 
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law  from  any  mare  in  the  civil  go* 
vernment,  and  confequently  from 
giving  their  votes  in  the  election  of 
magistrates  or  deputies.  Thefe 
now  infifted  upon  a  full  participa- 
tion of  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  free  citizens,  without  any  regard 
to  the  diftin&ions  of  birth  or  co- 
knur,  which,  they  faid,  had  been 
formed  in  the  days  of  defpotifm, 
darknefs,  and  ignorance ;  and  being 
much  more  numerous,  as  well  as 
far  exceeding  in  bodily  ftrehgth 
and  courage  the  luxurious  and 
enervated  whites,  they  fupported 
their  claims,  not  only  with  an  ap- 
parent fenfe  of  their  fuperiority,  but 
with  all  that  prompt  intemperance 
and  arrogance,  which  feems  to  be 
peculiarly  chara&eriftic.  of  that 
race. 

Both  parties  fent  deputies  to  the 
national  aflembly ;  jarring,  contra- 
dictory, and  inexplicit  decrees  were 
fent  out :  fome  of  which  were  faid 
hot  to  be  underftood,  fome  imprac- 
ticable, and  others  would  not  be 
obeyed.  The  colonial  affembly  was 
fufpe&ed  by  the  national  of  aiming 
at  independency;  and  it  was  faid 
that  the  planters  talked  publicly  of 
calling  in  the  Englifli  and  furren- 
dcring  the  ifland  to  them.  Some 
of  the  decrees  were  underftood  by 
the  mulattoes  to  confer  rights  on 
them,  which  the  whites  would  not 
allow  them  to  poflefs,  and  which 
the  others  prepared  to  wreft  from 
them  by  force;  and  until  this  at- 
tempt was  made,  the  animofity,  and 
mutual  abhorrence  of  the  parties, 
was  increafed  to  a  degree  feldom 
equalled.  In  proeefs  or  time,  com- 
miffioners  were  repeatedly  fent  from 
France ;  but  thefe  carrying  out 
with  them  the  violent  political  pre- 
judices which  they  had  imbibed  at 
home,  and  being  generally  men  de- 


void of  principle,  if  not  of  abilities* 
inftead  of  attempting  to  heal  dif- 
ferences, they,  upon  their  arrival, 
depending  upon  the  chances  which 
length  of  time,  diftance,  and  the 
uncertain  ftate  of  government  in 
the  mother  country,  might  produce 
in  their  favour,  looked  only  to  pro- 
cure immediate  power  and  confe- 
quence,  by  placing  themfelves  at 
the  head  of  fome  of  the  contending 
factions ;  and  thus  ruining  at  once 
as  principals,  into  all  the  rage  and 
fury  of  civil  difcord,  increafed  to  its 
utmoft  pitch,  that  confuiion  and 
mifchief  which  they  were  intended 
to  remedy. 

It  would  fill  a  volume  of  no  in- 
coniiderable  fize  to  give  only  a  brief 
narrative  of  the  troubles  which  en- 
fued  in  the  French  iflands ;  of  the 
continual  difputes  which  arofe,  and 
the  fhort  intermifSons  of  feeming 
conciliation  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  mulattoes, 
the  mailers  and  their  Haves,  the  go- 
vernors and  the  colonial  afTembhes, 
and  between  the  national  aflembly 
at  home,  and  the  two  laft :  With- 
out taking  into  the  account  the  po- 
litical factions  which  raged,  and  in- 
creafed the  general  confuiion  and 
fury ;  while  every  arrival  from 
France  was  pregnant  with  new 
fources  of  difcord.  In  St.  Do- 
mingo alone,  three  different  cdlo- 
nial  affemblies  were  chofen  in  three 
different  parts  of  the  ifland,  who  all 
fitting  at  the  fame  time,  were  only 
diilinguifhed  by  their  endlefs  con- 
tention. 

A  curious  obiervation,  which  may 
•  not,  perhaps,  be  entirely  unworthy 
the  contemplation  of  philofophy, 
arifes  from  a  curfory  coniideration 
of  this  fubielt ;  which  is,  that  man- 
kind are  fcarcely  more  flow  in  the 
progrefs    of  moral   improvement, 

than 
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than  they  are  in  totally  making  off 
all  ideas,  natural  or  acquired,  of  or- 
der and  joftice.  We  fee  in  the  pre- 
fer! t  inftance,  mifrule  and  diforder 
producing  a  jumble  of  all  the  paf- 
fions,  of  almofl  all  orders,  parties', 
colours,  and  degrees  of  men,  which 
are  thrown  into  a  (late  of  the  moil 
violent  fermentation;  and  yet  we 
fee,  that  it  required  fome  confider- 
able  courfe  of  practice  in  the  com- 
miffion  of  crimes,  and  no  fmall  ex- 
tent of  time,  before  this  chaos  of 
anarchy  and  confufion  could  produce 
its  ultimate  effect,  and  plunge,  even 
the  moft  depraved,  or  moil  ignorant 
of  mankind,  into  the  lad  poflible  de- 
gree of  atrocity  and  guilt* 

As  the  feries  of  calamity  and  ruin 
which  feH  Upon  the  French  colonies 
are  ftill  fcarcely  clofed,  it  mud  fuffice  " 
for  us  at  the  prefent  to  pbferve,  that 
the  mulattoes  were  the  firft,  in  St. 
Domingo,  who  had  recourfe  to  arms; 
that  numbers  of  negroes'  were  by 
degrees  armed  and  drawn  in  as 
auxiliaries  ;  that  after  dreadful 
fcenes  of  devaftation,  (laughter,  and 
horror,  the  (laves  being  trained  to 
lofe  all  refpect  for,  and  dread  of  their 
mailers,  rofe  upon  their  own  ac- 
count in  rebellion,  to  the.  number  of 
a  hundred  thoufand  or  more,  with  a 
view  of  totally  exterminating  the 
whites.  And  that  thus,  though  by 
flow  degrees,  the  aid  of  artillery, 
and  the  benefit  of  fortifications  long 
preferving  fome  degree  of  balance, 
*he  final  ruin  of  that  fine  ifland  was 
preceded  and  accompanied  by  fuch 
horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty,  murder, 
maflacre,  conflagration,  and  general 
defolation,  as  have  feldom  dilgraced 
the  page  of  hiflory,  or  equally 
wrung  the  hearts  of  mankind  in  the 
recital. 

While    the    colonies  were    thus 
commencing,  or  already  in  the  courfe 


of  their  difafrrous  career,  that  plots* 
confpiracies,  and  infurre£tions,  were 
the  confhmt  fubjecls  of  difcourfe  and 
apprehenfion  at  home,  and  that  the 
fmothering  feeds  of  foreign  war 
were  ill  covered  in  Germany,  the 
(late  of  the  army,  which  had  in  a 
great  meafure  thrown  off  all  fubor- 
dination  and  difcipline,  was  a  fource 
of  much  uneafinefs  to  the  national 
aftembly.  The  troops  had  been 
guilty  of  great  outrages  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  but  tumult 
and  outrage  were  things  now  fa 
common,  that  thefe  might  have 
pafTed  without  much  notice,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  uncertainty 
from  what  fpirit  they  proceeded* 
and  of  the  political  fentiments  which 
operated  on  the  foldiers.  Proper 
means  were  ufed  to  found  the  prin- 
ciples both  of  officers  and  private 
men,  and  the  refult  of  the  enquiry 
was  faid  to  be,  that  the  former  were 
very  generally  ariftocrates,  and  were 
fuppofed  to  have  been  already  cor- 
rupted by  that  party ;  but  that  the 
foldiers  were  as  generally  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  revolution,  and  might 
without  much  difficulty  be  firmly  (e- 
cured  to  it.  This  object  being  ac- 
cordingly eafily  attained,  the  army 
became,  like  the  nation,  divided 
into  two  great  parties.  But  the 
means  thus  ufed  for  gaining  or  fe- 
curing  the  foldiers,  however  necef- 
fary  it  might  have  been  on  the  pre- 
fent occafion,  had  the  ill  effect  of 
deflroying  all  remains  of  fubordina- 
tion  and  difcipline  in  the  army;  the 
foldiers,  fwelling  with  the  import- 
ance which  they  found  they  jpoffef- 
fed,  and  thereby  fecure  of  fupport 
and  protection  in  all  cafes,  now  add- 
ed contempt  and  party  animofity  to 
that  diflike,  arifing  only  from  an. 
averfion  to  command,  which  they 
had  before  entertained  for  their  of- 
ficer*; 
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tfcers.  Such  an  army  was  little  cal- 
culated for  public  defence,  or  con- 
tention with  a  foreign  enemy,  how- 
ever it  might,  through  the  very  ex- 
cefs  of  its  faultfriefs,  exceed  all  others 
'in  the  peculiar  fervice  of  overawing 
and  controlling  the  dtfaiFected  at 


ties  who  carried  the  appearance  of 
acting  in  a  public  capacity,  but  very 
generally  by  mere  individuals,  or 
by  any  accidental  collection  of  them, 
whether  brought  together  in  the 
purfuk  of  particular  revenge,  or 
prompted  by  the  general  dcfire  of 


home;  efpecially  in  a  Hate  of  things,  plunder.    In  a  word,  the  exercife  of 

'where  the  end  was  generally  allow-  this  uncontrouled  authority,  was  held 

ed  to  juftify  die  means ;  and  ads  of  to  be. not  only  the  criterion  but  the 

violence  and  outrage  were  feldom  eflence  of  freedom;  and  by  degrees, 


"enquired  into,  if  they  were  commit- 
ted on  the  right  fide  of  the  queftion, 

*ar  under  the  influence,  as  it  was 

'termed,  of  true  patriotifm. 

A  change  which  now  took  place, 
or  which  had  rather  been  gradually 
growing  in  the  ctifpofition  and  fen- 

.tiinents  of  the  people  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution,  how- 

-ever  dangerous  or  fatal  it  might 
prove  in  its  future  operation  or 
consequences,  afforded,  for  the  pre- 
sent, the  great£&  ftrength  and  fecu- 

:rity  to  the  new  fyitem,   which  it 

•  could  pofibly  obtain.  This  was 
the  violent  paj&on  for  ibvereignty*, 
which  eaiily  fuperfeded  the  weaker 
clefire  of  liberty,  whofe  potfeffion 
appeared  as  nothing,  when  placed 


its  continual  practice,  led  not  only 
the  larger  diftricts,  but  even  ftnaller 
communities,  in  a  great  meafure  to 
confider  themfelves  and  to  act,  with- 
out any  formal  aiTumption  of  the 
name,  as  diflinct  republics,  though 
connected  by  fome  fort  of  .federal 
union,  the  nature  of  which  they  took 
no  trouble  to  enquire  into.  They, 
however,  confidered  the  national  af- 
fembly  as  a  neceflary  legislative  and 
executive  head,  for  the  purpofes  of 
preventing  difcord  among  the  num- 
berlofs  parts,  of  conducting  the  pub- 
licbulinefs,  including  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue,  and  of  concen- 
trating and  directing  the  common 
force;  while-  with  all  thefe  high 
powers*  they  held  tnat  body  to  be 


in  comparifon  with  the  charms  of    ultimately  fubj«ct  to  their  general 

that  {educing   enchantrefs.      This*    and  fupreme  controul.     Upon  the 

;  pa&on  was  not  confined  to  any  par-     fame  principle,  and  under  the-  fame 


tkular  order  or  clafs  of  men,  but 
Jpread  like  a  contagion  through  all 
ranks  of  the  populace  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  and  rendered  them 


impreffion,  every  active  citizen,  if 
not  every  one  at  large,  now  flood 
high  in  his  own  eitimation,  as  be- 
ing one  of  the  five  or  fix  millions  of 


as  zealous  patriots,  in  the  common    joint  fove  reigns  who  ruled  a  great 
acceptation  of  that  term  at  the  time,    empire 


that  is,  as  anxious  and  as  violent 
fupporters  of  the  prefent  fyftera,  as 
the  national  afiembly  themfelves. 

Jt  may  be  eaiily  remembered, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles  this  fupreme  authority  had 
been'  continually  exercifed  without 
fcnrple  or  ceremony,  not  only  by 
thoie  {mailer  or  greater  communi- 


This  general  paflion  for  rule  in 
the  people,  and  opinion  of  its  being; 
a  right,  fo  fubverfive  of  all  govern- 
ment, and  not  lefs  incompatible  with 
the  principles  of  a  republic  than  a 
monarchy,  having  been  brought 
into  being  and  act  by  circumltance 
and  occafion,  was  nourifhed  and 
foftered*  not  only  by  the  new  doc- 
trines 
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trines  promulgated  by  the  national  fuddenly  curd,  or  as  the/  deemed  1$. 

a/Tembly,  but,  perhaps,  ftill  more,  by  bleft  with  the  pofieulon  of  power, 

the  new  and  firange  language  which  could    fcarcely   avoid    perceiving, 

it  became  fafhionable  to  ule  in  that  that  no  other  fyftem  of  government 

body ;  the  majefiy  of  the  people,  upon  earth,  than  the  prefenr*  could 

their  fupreme  authority,  their  un-  or  would  have  endued  them  with 

controllable   power,   to    which   all  fuch  an  authority ;  and  every  man 

things  mud   bend,  and   even    the  accordingly  found  himfelf  immedi- 

principles  of  law,  juftice,  and  right  ately  bound,  by  the  moil  captivating; 

give  way,  being  the  ufual  flowers  of  and  ivrefi liable  motives,  to  fupport 

fpeech  which    adorned  crery   ha-  and  defend  at  all  rifques,  and  in  de 

rangue,  that  pretended  to  any  merit,  fiance  of  all  perils,  that  ftate  of  thing* 

.  or  that  hoped  for  any  praife.  The  which  procured  him  fuch  unfpeak^ 
effeS  of  fuch  language  continually  able  happincis. 
refunding  in  the  ears  of  a  people  The  real  or  pretended  plots  and 
already  maddened  by  the  very  doc-  confpiracics,  as  well  as  the  foreign 
trines  which  it  conveyed  and  con-  dangers  which  were  unceaiingly 
firmed,  may  be  much  more  ealily  held  out,  along  with  the  real  vagu* 
imagined  than  exprefTed.  In  fa&,  and  futile  induftry  of  the  reftlefs  and 
popularity  being  the  idol  to  which  ruined  royaliils,  who  were  eagerly 
all  the  writers  and  orators,  not  only  grafping  at  every  fhadow,  which 
in  the  aflembly,  but  throughout  the  teemed  to  indicate  an  the  weakcir. 
kingdom,  paid  their  conitant  and  degree,  the  moll  deluiive  hopes  of 
moft  fervent  devotion,  all  their  wri-  recovering  their  rights,  excited  the 
tings  and  all  their  fpeeches,  were  greateft  poffible  alarm  among  thole 
directed  to  flatter  the  populace,  and  people,  who  were  now  in  pofleflio* 
confequently  tended  to  cherifh  and  of  all  the  fmaller  divifions  of  power 
increale  this  dangerous  phrenzy.  and  authority,  and  who  were  deter- 
As  the  defire  of  rule  and  fove-  mined  to  maintain  what  they  pof- 
feignty  is  inherent  in  the  human  fefTed.  The  province  of  Bretagne 
bread,  and  among  the  flrongeil  of  was  the  firft  that  fet  the  example  of 
all  the  paifions  that  infeft  it,  it  can-  aflbciating,  arming,  and  forming 
not  be  wondered  at,  that  the  petty  large  bodies  of  men  in  military  ar- 
but  numerous  pdfTeflbrs  of  new  and  ray,  with  an  alTumption  of  the  go- 

1  unexpected  power,  mould  determine,  vernment  and  appearance  of  armies, 

at  all  events,  to  preferve  fo  invalu-  for  the  defence  of  the  new  conftitu. 

able  a  treafure,  and  mould  tremble  tion  againft  all  its  enemies  foreign^ 

at. every  apprehenfion  of  its  lofs.  or   domeftic.      T^s   example   wai 

This  coalefced  the  apparent  bulk  of  fpeedily  followed  by  its  neighbours, 

the  nation,  or  at  leall  the  acting  particularly  the   provinces  on   the 

part  of  it,  to  a  man,  in  one  common  fouthern  fide,  and  in  a  little  time 

intereft,  and  bond  of  union,  which,  became    general    throughout     the 

however  fragile  all  other  ties  might  kingdom. 

prove,  carried  in  its  nature  the  ap-  Thus  was  produced  that  extrabrdi- 

pearance  of  indifTolubility,  as  the  nary  difplay  of  the  might  and  greau 

caufes  which  produced  it  cSuld  ne-  nefs  of  France,  the  glories  of  which, 

ver  ceafe  to  operate.    The  moft  un-  even  the  eloquent  hiftorian  of  the 

informed  of  thofe,  who  were  thus  revolution,  feems  at  fome'lofi  to  find 

words 
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words  fufficiently  fplendid  to  de- 
fcribe;  although  he  informs  us, 
"  that  the  earth  feemed  to  bring 
forth  armies."  That, cc  nothing  was 
to  be  feen  any  where  but  battalions 
of  citizens,  who,  aflembled  in  thou- 
fands,  were  fwearing  to  live  free,  or 
to  perifh.  The  clang  of  arms,  the 
military  mufic,  the  banners  floating 
in  the  wind,  the  delightful  fenti- 
ments  of  brotherhood,  which  bound 
(a  great  a  multitude  to  one  and  the 
fame  caufef,  all  awakened  in  their 
hearts  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty." 
And  that  **  France  beheld  four  mil- 
lions of  men  in  arms  upon  her  plains ; 
millions  confcious  of  their  drength, 
and  well  acquainted  with  their 
rights." 

.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  ter- 
rific muder-roll,  which  feemed  to 
hold  out  defiance  to  the  united  force 
of  mankind,  there  is  every  reafpn  to 
believe  that  the  number  of  the  dif- 
affe&ed  throughout  the  kingdom, 
was  at  leafl  equal  to  that  of  the  fup- 
•  porters  of  the  new  fyftem ;  fo  that 
the  fuppofed  four  millions  of  men  in 
arms  mud  have  been  a  grofs  exag- 
geration, as  the  general  population 
mull  otherwife  have  far  exceeded 
any  rational  edimate  that  ever  was 
.  or  could  be  made  of  it;  without  ob- 
,  ferving,  what  has  fmce  evidently 
appeared,  that  the  kingdom  did  not 
poflefs  arms  fufficient  for  one  fourth 
of  the  affigned  number.  For  befides 
the  two  great  bodies  of  the  nobility 
and  clergy,  whofe  difcbntent  was 
avowed,  and  their  enmity  fcarcely 
denied,  even  fo  far  as  prudence  and 
fcfety  required,  all  the  late  parlia- 
ments and  magidrates  throughout 
the  kingdom,  with  all  the  retainers 
and  harbingers  of  law  and  of  juftice, 
in  all  their  various  degrees,  (whofe 
numbers  ifx  jffance  were  fo  prodi- 


gious, that  a  true  edimate  of  them, 
if  it  could  be  made,  would  appear 
incredible)  were  to  a  man,  except- 
ing fomething  between  one  and  two 
hundred  village  attornies  who  fat  in 
the  national  affembly,  totally  ad- 
verfe  and  hoftile  to  the  new  govern- 
ment. This  body  was  deemed  fo 
formidable,  that  Rabaut  feems  to 
con  fide r,  the  men  of  the  law,  the 
appellation  by  which  he  jdaded  them 
in  the  grofs,  among  the  moft  dan- 
gerous enemies  of  the  new  confUtu- 
tion.  To  thefe  were  to  be  added 
the  working  manufacturers  through- 
out the  kingdom,  whofe  number  was 
beyond  count,  and  whofe  didreffes 
were  now  great  and  general ;  nor 
was  perhaps  the  number  of  labo- 
rious poor  in  the  provinces  much 
lefs,  whofe  families  could  fcarcely 
have  exided  in  any  manner,  but  for 
the  foftering  benevolence  and  boun- 
ty of  their  lords,  who  were  now  ei- 
ther ruined  or  abfent,  and  of  the 
clergy,  who  were  in  dill  a  worfe 
date.  To  all  thefe  might  be  added 
an  immenfe  number  of  others,  under 
various  defcriptions,  whofe  lofles  or 
difappointments  had  rendered  them 
unhappy,  and  confequently  diilatif- 
fied  with  the  prefent  date  of  af- 
fairs. 

The  'diforders,  tumults,  aflaffina- 
tions,  and  maffacres,  which  were 
continually  taking  place  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly 
in  the  great  cities,  being  in  many 
indances  attributed  to  the  bad  con- 
duct of  the  municipalities,  and  to 
contentions  between  themfelves,  the 
■aflembly  paded  a  decree  that  all 
municipalities  (hound  be  anfwerable 
for  any  damage  done  by  rioters  in 
their  refpe&ive  didri&s.  A  law 
which  might  have  produced  an  ex- 
cellent efieft  if  it  had  been  properly 

enforced. 
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enforced,  but  from  that  being  ne- 
glefted  anfwered  little  or  no  pur- 
pofe. 

The  aflembly  annexed  the  ifland 
of  Coriica  infeparably  to  France,  by 
conftituting  it  a  member  of  the 
kingdom,  and  thus,  in  the  language 
of  Rabaut,  attaching  it  by  the  de- 
lightful chains  of  liberty  and  equa- 
lity. That  body  likewife,  looking 
forward  to  the  future  greatfiefs  and 
glory  of  France,  as  well  as  to  fan 
and  increafe  to  its  utmoft  height  the 
glowing  flame  of  liberty,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  ancient  republicanifm,  de- 
creed mural  crowns  to  be  publicly 
prefented  to  the  conquerors  of  the, 
Baftile. 

The  unexpected  difpute  between 
Spain  and  England,  which  was  a 
matter  of  furprife,  as  well  from  its 
fuddennefs  as  the  infignificance  of 
the  caufe,  to  all  Europe,  interrupted, 
in  forae  degree,  the  proceedings  of 
the  national  aflembly  in  the  regula- 
tion of  domeftic  affairs  and  govern- 
ment. The  court  of  Madrid  having 
upon  this  occafion  claimed  the  ai- 
fiftance  which  France  was  bound  by 
the  family  compact  to  afford,  in  cafe 

Mav  nth  of  a  war' the  kin£  fent 
May  r3tft,  a  meff       t0  the  affem. 

I79°-  bly/informing  them  of 
the  difpute,  the  claim,  and  of  the 
great  naval  preparations  made  by 
the  Englifh;  at  the  fame  time  re- 
quiring their  affiftance,  for  the  e- 
quipment  of  a  fleet  of  14  fail- of  the 
line,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  aflift  in 
fulfilling  the  mutual  engagements 
fubfming  between  the  nations. 
Though  the  anfwer  to  this  meflage 
was  civil  enough,  but  guarded  againft 
at  all  entering  into  the  fubjeel,  it 
immediately  brought  up  a  very  in- 
terefting  debate  upon  a  moft  import- 
ant fubjeft;  .  this,  was  the  grand 
jjusftion,  in  whofe  hands  the  power 


of  making  peace  and  war,  mould  at 
the  prefent  and  in  future  be  lodged? 
The  moft  violent  of  the  democratic 
party  infilled,  that  this  great  autho- 
rity coold  be  fafely  lodged  in  no 
other  hands  but  thofe  of  the  aflem- 
bly ;  and  in  fupporting  this  opinion, 
repeated  with  great  energy  all  thofe 
common -place  topics  of  abufe,  and 
railing  accufations,  which  it  was 
now  fo  fafhionable  to  bring  forward, 
againft  kings,  tyrants,  and  conquer- 
ors ;  as  if  ho  republics  had  ever  en- 
tered into  wars,  and  as  if  none  of 
their  factious  demagogues,  to  an- 
fwer their  private  purpofes  or  am- 
bition, had  ever  unjuftly  and  impo- 
litically  caufed  them. 

One  of  the  deputies  on  the  other 
fide  gave  a'great  turn  to  the  debate 
by  telling  the  aflembly,  «  that  if 
they  took  this  power  to  themfelves, 
a  battle  would  foon  be  fought  in  the 
middle  of  their  hall  between  Spanifh 
piaflres  and  Englifh  guineas/'  This 
ftroke  had  great  effect,  and  contrL- 
buted  to  a  fort  of  compromife  be- 
tween the  parties,  which  at  length 
produced  a  decree,  the  main  purport 
of  which  with  refpeel  to  the  ques- 
tion was,  that  war  fhould  not  be 
made,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  national 
aflembly,  after  the  king's  formal  no- 
tification of  his  opinion  of  the  necef- 
fityof  war;  and  that  the  king  fliould 
be  obliged  to  make  peace  it  the  af- 
fembly  require  it. 

In  this  decree  was  included  that 
celebrated  claufe,  which  was  for  a 
time  the  fubjeft  of  fo  much  panegy- 
ric, and  which,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  nation,  renounced^Jfgr  ever, 
all  conquefts,  and  confequeatly  all 
wars  leading  to  that  object.  If  this 
excellent  refolution  had  been  adher- 
ed to,  it  would  have  produced  a  moft 
happy  effect,  through  the  favourable 
impreflion  which  it  would  have  made 

upo^ 
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upon  the  fentiments  of  mankind, 
and  particularly  on  the  neighbour- 
ing ftates,  with  refpect  to  the  wi£- 
dom,  moderation,  juftice,  and  peace- 
able difpofition  which  predominated 
in  the  new  government ;  which  all 
Europe  would  then  find  itfelf  inte- 
refted  in  fupporting,  and  which  the 
moft  remote  nations  could  not  avoid 
regarding  with  refpeft  and  admira- 
tion. 

But  this  meflage  from  the  king 
threw  the  city  or  Paris, into  a  ftate 
of  the  moft  violent  agitation,  and  led 
the  populace  nearly  to  the  point  of 
renewing  all  the  outrages  which  they 
had  ever  before  exhibited;  for  this 
ever  reftlefs  and  turbulent  people 
thought  fit  to  conceive,  that  the 
whole  bufinefs  was  the.  effect  of  a 
connected  plot,  formed  by  the  king 
and  the  ariftocrates,*  in  order  to  find 
a  pretence  for  uniting  the  naval  and 
military  forces  of  both  nations,. and 
thereby  accomplifhing  a  counter  re- 
volution. Upon  this  occafion  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  had  the  fortune  of  be- 
ing fo  often  alternately,  the  idol,  or 
the  averfion  of  the  mob,  became  the 
object  of  their  utmoft  execration  and 
"rage.  For  having  given  it  as  his 
opinion  in .  the  aflembly,  "  that  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
power  of  peace  and  war  muft  be  left 
to  the  king:" 'although  he  had  in- 
troduced this  opinion  b\  a  long  pre- 
lude aiming  at  popularity,  but  which 
was,  however,  rather  too  fnblfrne  lo 
be  eafiiv  underftood,  it  was  immedi- 
ately  reported,  either  by  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  the  aflembly,  or  by 
thofe  in  the  galleries,  that  he  had 
been^bribed  by  the  court :  and  this 
charge  being  fpeedily  conveyed  to 
the  populace,  a  pamphlet  was  within 
a  few  hours  cried  and  hawked  about 
the  ftreets,  entitled,  "  The  great 
^Treachery  of  the  count  Mtrabeau"    In 


this  dangerous  predicament  he  (hew- 
ed great  ftoutnefs,  and  braved  the 
democrates ;  but  found  means  foon 
after,  as  ufual,  to  reconcile  mat- 
ters. 

The  aflembly  immediately  pub- 
lished their  decree,  which,  with  other 
explanations  on  the  fubjecl,  and 
means  ufed  to  afluage  the  fever  of 
the  people,  reftored  things  to  a  ftate 
of  quiet.  They  then  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  into  and  re- 
port upon,  all  treaties  of  alliance  ex- 
ifting  between  France  and  other 
countries.  This  enquiry  was  found- 
ed upon  a  new  do&rine  at  this  time 
held  .by  many  of  the  moft  violent 
fepublicans,  that  all  treaties  con- 
cluded by  kings  were  in  their  nature 
illegal,  therefore  null,  and  confe- 
quently  fhould  not  be  binding  on 
the  nation. 

We  fhall  purfue  this  fubjec"r,  with 
refpect  to  Spain  to  its  conclufion, 
though  a  lapfe  of  feveral  weeks  took 
place  before  it  was  again  brought 
forward.  It  appears  from  the  event, 
that  however  other  treaties  were  con- 
sidered, it  was  determined  to  fup- 
port  the  connection  and  alliance 
with  Spain,  even  at  the  hazard  of  a 
war ;  a  confequence  which,  in  the 
prefent  convulfedand  disjointed  ftate 
of  the  nation,  muft  have  been  at- 
tended with  the  utmoft  danger* 
During  this  interval,  the  difpofition 
of  the  people,  with  refpe£l  to  Eng- 
land, had  undergone  a  fudden  and 
total  change.  Violent  fpeeches  had. 
been  made  both  in  the  aflembly  and 
the  popular  clubs,  and  violent  pam- 
phlets publi flied,  all  calculated  to 
agitate  and  inflame  the  public  mind, 
by  expatiating  upon  the  ambitious 
views  and  dangerous  defigns  attri- 
buted to  England.  Commercial  jea* 
loufy  was  rouzed  and  brought  into 
play  to  further  this .  change  in  the 

national 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      [:4S 

national  difpofition.  The  merchants  warranted  by,  that  part  of  the  new 

of  the  fovthern  provinces,  a  great,  doctrines,  which  held,  that  kings 

powerful,  and  numerous  order  of  were  liable  to  be  cafhiered  for  mi?* 

men,  were  alarmed  by  the  apprehen-  behaviour  like  footmen.  Thefe  rnu- 

fion,  that  if  Spain  fhould  bedeferted  '  tineers  had  likewife  been  guilty  of 

fa  this  emergency,  (he  would  find  great  diforders  and  excefles  in  the 

bcrfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  conclud-  port  and  town  of  Breft ;  and,  it  was 

ing  a  treaty  with  England,  which,  faid,  were  encouraged  and  fupport* 

in  its  confequences,  might  prove  ed  in  all  their  enormities  by  the  mu- 

highly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  nicipality  of  that  place, 
•France.      The  remonftrances  and        M.  Albert  de  Rioms,  was  firft  ad* 

influence  of  the  merchants  were  fe-  miral,  and  commander  in  chief  of 

conded  and  confirmed  by  the  report  this  mutinous  fleet,  a  man  of  good 

of  the  committee  of  alliances,  which  character,  deemed  ah  able  officer, 

was  highly  favourable  to  Spain,  and  and  fully  competent  to  difcharge  the 

confequently  adverfe  to  England.  duties  of  his  command  in  all  fitua- 

Things  were  in  this  train,  when  tions  of  fervice  that  could  occur, 

M.  de  Montmorih,  in  the  beginning  It  was  faid,  and  is  believed,  that 

of  Auguft,  laid  before  the  national  whatever  the  admiral's  other  qualin* 

affembly,  a  recent  application  from  cations  might  be,  he  was  fufpe&ed 

the  court  of  Spain  for  the  expected  of  not  being  fo  thoroughly  demo* 

affiftance.     The  fitting  out  of   a  cratic  in  his  principles  as  the  violent 

pdwerful  fleet,  and  a  defenfive  alii-  party  in  the  aflembly  wifhed.  It  was 

ance  with  Spain,  were  immediately  likewife  fuppofed,  that  they  wanted 

determined  upon ;   the  aflembly  at  to  make  the  diforders  at  Breft  a  pre- 

the  fame  time  deprecating  any  alii-  tence,  for  turning  both  that  admiral 

ance  for  offenfive  purpofes ;  a  re-  and  the  prefent  minifters  out  of  their 

ferve  which  could  operate  only  in  offices    together;    at  the  latter  of 

words,  as  the  affiftance  muft  from  whom,  we  have  already  feen,  they' 

its  nature  prove  offenfive.    A  fleet  had  been  long  carping,  without  their 

of  above  thirty  fail  was  fitted  out  at  being  able  to  bring  any  one  direct 

Breft  with  the  utmoft  poffibleexpe-  charge  to  the  proof  againft  them, 

dition ;  but  the  French  naval  force  Some  new  penal  marine  law  or  code, 

had  by  this  time  fhaken  off  all  fub-  which  had  been  haftily  voted  by 

ordination  and  difcipline,  with  the  the  aflembly,  gave  fuch  offence  to 

fame  contempt  that  the  army  had  the  failors,  that  a  more  violent  mu-» 

done,  and  the  feamen  were  become  tiny  than  any  which  had  yet  take* 

in  all  refpe&s  as  diforderly  and  li-  place,  (uddenly  broke  out  at  Breft. 
centious  as  the  foidiers.    They  had        As  every  thing  was  now  done  bj* 

already  gone  to  fuch  a  length  as  to  committees,  one  was  immediately 

rcfjjfe  to  ferve  under  any  officers  but  appointed,  to  enquire  into  and  re- 

fuch  as  they  liked ;  had  inftituted  port  upon  the  caufes  of  thefe  difor* 

committees  to  report  upon  the  naval  ders.     M.  Menou,  the  mouth  of  the 

qualifications,  .and  the  political  prin-  committee,  reported,  that  both  the  , 

ciples,  of  their  commanders ;  and  failors  and  the  municipality  were 

had,  in  fome  inftances,  cafhiered  deferving  not  only  of  cenfure  but 

their  captains,  and  cho fen  new  ones;  punifhment;    but  he  at  the  fame 

a  meafure  deduciblc  from,  and  fully  time  reprefented.  that  the  general 

V<*.XXXJI,  '        [K~~M]  diflike 
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diflike  to  and  want  of  confidence  in 
,  the  miniftry,  was  the  latent  caufe  of 

.  all  the  riots,  mutinies,  and  diforders 

.  iirthe  kingdom,  A  motion  was  irrt- 
uiediately  made  for  accufingthe  mi- 
nifters,  but  through  fome  ftrange 
chance,  not  accounted  for,  it  was 

.moft  iinexpe&edly  loft;    a  difap- 
pointment  which  excited  the  higheft 
'    and  moft  vifible  degree  of  rage  in 
the  democrat"  c  party. 

Upon  the  re-confideration  of  the 
*  report  on  the  following  day,  the 
fame  reporter,  who  had  before  ac- 
knowledged that  both  the  failors 
and  the  municipality  had  been  guilty 
of  crimes  deferving  of  puniflunent, 
had  the  effrontery  to  tell  the  aflem; 
blv,  that  fince  they  would  not  pu- 
nifli  the  real  authors  of  mifchief, 
they  ought  not  to  punifh  men,  who 
had  only  erred  through  an  excefs 
of  patriotifm.  This  ftrange  doc- 
trine was  adopted  as  foon  as  deli- 
vered; and,  in  defiance  of  all  regard 

'  to  military  order,  fubordination,  and 
difcipline,  the  mutinous  failors  were 
only  mildly  exhorted  to  return  to 
their  duty ;  fomething  Uke  an  apo- 
logy made  to  them  for  the  new  pe- 

'  fcal  articles,  by  promifing  to  re-confi- 
der  them ;  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
were  flattered  by  prefenting  them 
with  a  new  ftriped  flag,  which  was 
to  fuperfede  the  ancient  white  mili- 
tary enfign  of  France.  The  rage  of 
the"  democratic  party  at  the  defeat 
which  they  had  met  with  on  the  pre* 
-ctding  day,  was  fo  excefiive  as  to 

„  become  intolerable;  and  fome  of  the 
oppo/ite  fide  having  ftrongly  expref* 
•  '  fed  their  difapprobation  at  the  mea- 
sure propofed  of  changing  the  na- 
tional flag)  tliis  awakened  all  the 
fupprefled  fury  of  Mirabeau,  who, 
.  with  his  u,fual  intemperance  and 
violence,  cried  out,  "  The  ariito- 
vrntes  ait  grown  infoleut  from  their 


victory  of  yefterday;  a  fortnight 
ago  they  dared  not,  ibr  their  own 
fafety,  to  have  objected  to  this,  pro- 
pofal."  Thefe  words  being  highly 
Relented,  brought  forth  the  immedi- 
ate reply,  "  That  it  was  language 
worthy  only  of  a  leader  of  banditti.** 
Thus  was  inftantlv  produced  one 
of  thofe  fcenes  of  diforder,  noife, 
clamour,  and  heat,  which  have  fo 
often  difgraced  that  body. 

The  fervants  or  aififtants  of  the 
executive    government  being   now 
convinced  that  their  official  fate  was 
finally  determined,  did  not  hold  it 
to  be  either  prudent  or  wife  to  urge 
the  exertions  of  power  to  any  far- 
ther extremity.     The  marine  mim- 
fter,  Luzerne,  refigned,  and  was  re- 
placed by  Flurieu ;  but  fome  fufpi- 
cion   or  diflike  prevailing   again  ft 
him,  he  met  with  fo  many  mortifi- 
cations from  the  aflembly,  that  he 
was  foon  after  glad  to  refign,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  M.  Thevenard.- 
M.  Tour  du  Pin,  the  war  minifter, 
was  fucceeded    by  M.  DuportaiJ^ 
who  had  the  fortune  to  pleafe  the 
aflembly,  but  was  loudly  reproach- 
ed by  the  other  fide,  for  totally  ne- 
glecting the  difcipline  of  the  army, 
and  fuffering  the  foldiers,  already 
too  little  difpoied  to  fuhmit  to  any 
order  or  controul,  to  become  en- 
tirely independent  of  all  command  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  grew  to 
be  the  common  accufers  of  their  of- 
ficers, and  conftituted   thamfelvee 
judges  not  only  of  their  a&ions  but 
of  their  principles.    The  other  mi- 
nifters  were. weeded  out  one  afte^ 
another;  and  the  admiral,  de  Rioms, 
having    likewife  refigned,   he  was 
fucceeded  in  the  command  of  the 
Breft  fleet  by  Bougaiaville. 
.    Though  the  failors  at  Breft  were 
pacified,  and  the  preparations  car- 
ried on  with,  fuoh  vigour  as  to  be 

nearly 
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nearly  if  not  quite  concluded,  the  We  are  to  obferve,  tint  many  of  the 

court  of  Spain"  received  fuch  terrible  mod  eminent  of  the  French  nobi- 

accounts  of  the  incorrigible  fpirit  of  lity,  whether  with  refpefr  to  family, 

diforderand  mutiny  which  prevail-  fortune,  character,  or  influence,  (a- 

ed  in  the  French  fleet,  that  it  is  faid  mong  whom  we  mail  only  mention 

to  have  been   impreflTed  'with  the  as  infhnces,  the  dukes  de  Roche- 

greateft  dread,  of   engaging,   with  foucault  and  de  Liancourt)  although 

foch  conforts,   in   a  doubtlul   war  they  abhorred  fome  of  the  violent 

with  a  moft  formidable  enemy ;  the  a<fts  of  the  aflembly,  were  (till  zea- 

whole  fortune  and  fuccefs  of  which  lous  adherents  to  the  revolution,  fo 

tauft  almoft  entirely  depend  upon  far  as  its  originally  avowed  prin- 

the  joint  and  great  naval  exertions  ciples  went ;  for  they  were  no  lefs 

of  the  united  nations.  This  impref-  averfe  to  the  ancient  defpotifm  of 

fion  was  fuppofed  and  believed  to  the  crown,  than  the  democrates,  but 

be  the  principal  operative  motive  then    they   detefted  republican ifmf 

with  Spain,  in  inducing  her  fud-  perhaps,  even  more  than  defpotifm, 

denly  to  conclude  the  convention  as  the  greater  evil  of  the  two.  Their 

with  England,  which  fettled  the  dif-  object  was  a  rational,  moderate,  li- 

ferences  between  the  two  nations,  mited    monarchy,    whofe    powers 

Thus  was  prevented  a  war,  which  mould  be  precifely  defined,  which. 

might,  poffibly,  in  its  courfe  and  with  full  fccurity  to  the  perfons  and 

confequences,  have  greatly  changed,  property  of  the  people,  with  all  the 

if  not  totally  altered,  the  ftate  of  in-  liberty  that  was   compatible  with 

ternal  affairs  in  trance.     It  is  no  good  government,  fhould  at  the  fame 

great  prefumption  then  to  fuppofe,  time  have  its  own  rights  as  firmly 

or  even  conclude,  that  neither  the  fecured,  and  as    well  guarded,  as 

king,  the  court,  nor  the  royaliits  in  theirs.   It  will  be  eafily  drawn  from 

general,  could  have  been  by  any  a  recollection  of  pall  circumftances, 

jneans  averfe  to   the  war's  taking  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  fupport . 

place  at  this  juncture.  and  influence  of  fuch  men  as  thefe, 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions  the  vio-  in  different  feafons  of  great  difficui . 

lent  republican  party  found  them-,  ty,  the  bufinefs  of  the  revolution 

Wves  fo  much  increafed  in  ftrength  could  fcarcery,  if  at  all,  have  been 

and  in  number,  both  within  and  accomplished.  ■  But  they  were  now 

without  the  aflembly,  and  believing  no  longer  deemed  neceflary,  and 

the  new  fyftem  to  be  fo  firmly  efta-  they  experienc:d,  to  their  grief  and 

blHhed  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  dan-  coft,  that  from  the  beginning  they 

S,  did  not  deem'  it  neceflary  to  had  been  made  inftruments  and  tools 

Jnit  any- longer  to  the  reftraint  of  to  the  defigns  of  that  faction,  which 

obferving  any  terms  with  the  hobi-  they  abhorred  and  detefted  beyond 

Kty,  but  thought  they  might  venture  all  others. 
•  Wdly  to  bring  forward  their  grand        This  o.eeafion  obliges  us  to  bring 

*od  long-concerted  fcheme  for  the  forward  an  adventurer  with  a  ftrange 

total  extirpation  of  that  body ;  and  name,  and  of  a  ftill  ftranger  charac- 

•ven,  fo  far  as  it  was  poflrble  to  be  ter,  Anacharfis  Clootz,  a  malcon- 

'  done,  to  erafe  and  obliterate  the  very  tent  Pruffian ;  who  wanted  to  com-- 

oame^  along  with  all  memorials  and  municate  the  knowledge  of  that  li- 

waembraflce  of  their  pa&exiftence,  bertv  to  the  French,  which  Ik  dared 

[X  a  J  *<* 
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not  to  talk  about  at  home.  He  was 
one  of  thofe  men,  who,  excepting 
by  the  commiffion  of  fome  extraor- 
dinary enormity,  could  never  have 
been  called  into  notice,  under  any 
other  ftate  of  things  than  fuch  as 
now  prevaiievi  in  France ;  but  hav- 
ing received  fo  much  education  in 
Germany,  as  was  fufficient  to  exalt 
his  natural  extravagance  to  its  ut- 
mofl  pitch,  his  felf-confidence  fuf- 
fered  him  to  mifs  no  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  his  talents  to  the'' public. 
As  declamation,  philofophy,  and  the 
negative  quality  of  infidelity,  were 
the  points  in  which  he  fuppofed 
himfelf  principally  to  excel,  the 
confufions  of  Paris  had  for  feveral 
months  opened  the  faireft  field  to 
him  for  the  difplay,  at  leaft,  of  the 
former  of  thefe  talents,  that  he  could 
have  wifhed;  but  whether  it  was 
that  the  people  thought  they  had 
orators  and  philofophers  enough  of 
their  own,  and  that  infidelity  was 
top  common  to  bear  any  value,  or 
that  the  bombaft  which  loaded  his 
eloquence  was  incomprehenfible 
even  to  the  Parifians,  fo  it  was,  that 
all  his  exertions  were  unable  to  pufh 
Jiim  forward  into  any  degree  of  par- 
ticular notice. 

The  modern  Anacfcarfis,  thus  foil- 
ed in  his  hopes,  that  eloquence  and 
philofophy  would  have  opened  the 
way  to  fame  and  to  fortune,  fhrewd- 
ly  conceived,  that  extravagance 
might  poffibly  fucceed  where  they 
failed.  Having  procured  a  number 
of  thofe  vagabonds  who  filled  and 
infefted  the  flrcets  of  Paris,  and  hir- 
ed all  the  foreign,  ancient,  and  -gro- 
tefque  drefies,  which  the  opera  and 
-play-houfes  could  furnifh,  in  order 
to  difguife  them,  he  mafqueraded  at 
the  head  of  this  motley  crew  to  the 
national  aflembiy,  where  he  intro- 
duced them  a$?ftrtng*re  arrived  from 


all  or  mod  of  the  nations  of  the 
globe,  being  the  virtual  ambaflkdors 
of  all  thofe  enflaved  nations  who 
wilhed  to  be  free,  and  were  ther»-. 
fore  difpofed  to  enter  into  fraternity 
with  France,  for  the  glorious  pur- 
pofe  of  eftabliming  liberty  through- 
out the  world.  The  orator,  to  give 
a  full  difplay  to  his  talents,  delivered 
a  fpeech  in  the  name  of  his  dumb 
gang  of  ambaflkdors,  which,  for  ab- 
furdity  and  bombaft,  equalled  any 
thing  that  ever  was  or  can  be  fpo- 
ken.  In  this  he  reprefented  the  am- 
baflkdors of  all  eiifting  govern- 
ments, as  being  themfeives  flaves, 
the  reprefentatives  of  tyrants,  and 
therefore  unfitting  to  be  received  in 
that  honourable  public  character 
which  they  aflumed :  that  thofe 
citizens  by  whom  he  was  accompa- 
nied were  the  real  reprefentatives 
and  ambaflkdors  of  mankind,  and  had 
conftituted  him,  in  their  name,  to 
demand  places  for  them,  fuitable  to 
thejr  rank  and  character,  at  the  en- 
fuirig  grand  confederation  of  the  na- 
tion. 

So  barefaced,  fo  impudent,  fo  ri- 
diculous a  farce,  was  never  before 
played  off  before  any  public  aflem- 
biy; or  before  any  collection  of 
men  fuppofed  to"*be  in  pofleflton  of 
their  rational  faculties.  To  heighten, 
if  any  thing  could  fo  do,  the  ridicu- 
loufnefs  of  the  fcene,  it  was  affirm- 
ed, that  feveral  of  the  Afiatic  ambaf* 
fadors,  {tripped  of  their  hired  robes 
and  plumes,  were  feen  at  the  doors 
of  the  aflembiy,  in  their  proper  garb 
and  character,  humbly  foliating  the 
payment  of  their  wages ;  a  trifling 
matter,  which,  it  would  feemf  the 
fublime  ideas  of  their  orator  had  ren- 
dered him  inattentive  to. 

It  feems,  however,  probable,  if 
we  judge  from  the  immediate  cbn- 
fequences,  that  this  exhibition  was 

not 
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not  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the 
extravagance  or  infanity  of  Clootz ; 
but  was  calculated  to  anfwer  a  moft 
ferious*  and  important  pnrpofe.  But 
to  underftand  this,  it  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  obferve,  that  from  the 
bad,  and  too  often  fhameful  effects* 
which  the  wine  drank  at  dinner  had 
frequently  produced  on  the  debates 
of  the  aflembly,  it  had  long  become 
a  (landing  rale,  though  without  any 
particular  order  for  it,  that  no  bufi- 
nefs  of  moment  mould  be  brought 
forward  at  the  evening  fittings.  On 
this  account  they  were  generally 
very  thinly  attended,  moft  of  the 
members  gladly  feizing  the  opportu- 
nity of  indulging  thofe  punuits  of 
private  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  from 
which  they  had  been  withheld  by 
the  morning  fitting.  The  exhibi- 
tion we  have  defcrfbed  was  prefent- 

Tn«-  *l  ed  at  an  evening  fit- 
June  l9th.  ting.   whenthe^oufe 

was  not,  indeed,  fo  thin  as  ufual, 
but,  however  k  happened,  fo  it  was, 
that  the  moft  violent  of  the  demo- 
cratic leaders,  and  that  party  in" ge- 
neral, were  thofe  who  principally 
attended. 

When  the  ambafladors  had  acted 
their  part,  and  were  withdrawn,  it 
feemed  as  if  the  aflemblv  thought  it 
neceflary  likewife  to  act  theirs.  As 
if  they  had  believed  the  mockery 
which  they  juft  beheld  to  be  a* 
.reality,  and  that  the  ambafladors  of 
all  mankind  were  in  feci  prefent, 
and  fupplicating  their  protection, 
they  were  all  at  once,  as  if  it  had 
been  an  electric  (hock,  ftruck  with 
the  moft  violent  fit  of  enthufiafm 
for  liberty,  which  it  was  poflible  to 
defcribe  or  imagine.  The  firft  ef- 
lufion  of  this  paflion  was  laudable: 
it  was  a  decree  to  deftroy  or  remove 
thofe  figures  of  chained  flaves,  in- 
tended to  reprefent  prc*ftr*te  and 


conquered  nations,  which  fur- 
rounded  the  ftarue  fo  much  cele- 
brated) and  fo  often  condemned  and 
ridiculed,  of  Louis  XIV.  and  wtrich, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  this  decree, 
might  have  long  continued  fhame- 
ful memorials  of  the  infufferable 
vanjty  and  arrogjance  of  that  mo- 
narch. 

The  fucceeding  effect  of  this  en- 
thufiafm  was  not  fo  blamelefs.  The 
refolution  for  abolifhing  hereditary 
nobility  for  ever,  was,  in  this  fame 
evening's  fitting,  introduced,*  de- 
bated in  a  certain  manner,  and  paf- 
fed  into  an  irrevocable  law  before 
their  rifing.  It  was  to  little  purpofe 
that  the  nobility,  all  the  royalifts, 
and  many  others,  who  were  n<5t  ab- 
folute  republicans,  cried  out,  in  the 
midft  of  their  diftrefs  or  aftonifrK 
ment,  againft  the  unfairnefs  and  dif- 
honefty  of  this  proceeding,  which 
they  faid  openly  was  •  carried  by 
ftratagem  and^  nirprize.  The  law 
was  parted,  and  there  was  no  re- 
medy I  there  was  no  houfe  of  lords 
to  check  the  exorbitance  of  a  houfe 
of  commons ;  there  was  no  king, 
with  freedom  or  power  to  curb  the 
enormities  of  either,  or  both ;  and; 
to  crown  the  evil,  the  aflemblv  it- 
feif  was  unfortunately  not  bound 
by  any  of  the  wholeforrte  and  ne- 
ceflary regulations  which  fo  happily 
prevail  in  the  Englifh  parliament; 
by  which  previous  notice  is  given 
of  the  introduction  of  a  new  law ; 
by  which  every  bill  muft  go  through 
a  certain  number  of  readings,  and  a 
reafonable  time  is  allotted  for  due 
confideration,  before  it  can  be  paf- 
fed  ;  and  by  which,  in  cafes  of  mo- 
ment, a  general  call  of  one  or  both 
houfes  takes  place,  and  all  the 
members  are  obliged,  under  penalty, 
to  give  their  attendance  on  a  day 
appointed.     All  tkefe  forms,  fo  ne- 
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ccflary  to  cool  and  wife  delibera- 
tion, ?ll  thefe  checks  and  powers  of 
e  ontroul,  were  here  wanting. 

In  this  extraordinary  decree,  not 
Contented  with  declaring  in  its  pre- 
amble that  hereditary  nobility  was 
incompatible  with  the  liberty  of 
-France,  they  declare,  in  general 
terms,  with  peculiar  arrogance,  that 
hereditary  nobility  is  incompatible 
with  a  free  ftate ;  thereby  implicat- 
ing all,  the  reft  of  Europe,  excepting 
a  very  few  petty  democratic  repub- 
lics, to  tje  in  a  (late  of  flavery.  It 
aboliflies  for  ever  all  titles  exifting 
in  France,  from  the  prince  to  the 
loweft,  equivalent  to  our  efquire ; 
and,  with  a  pre«iflon  which  rather 
indicated  a  long  and  well-concerted 
defign,  than  a  hidden  fit  of  pauion, 
it  forbids  the  application  of  all  terms 
of  diftin&ion  or  refpect,  ufually 
paid  to  certain  degrees  of  rank,  of-  > 
lice,  or  authority,  filch  as  highnefs, 
excellency,  &c.  from  being  ufed  to 
anv  man  or  body  of  men.  It  like- 
wife  aboliftied  ail  blazonry,  coats  of 
arms,  and  liveries ;  in  a  word,  every 
memorial  of  heraldry  and  anceftry 
was  obliterated.  It  abolifhed  a1 1 
names  derive4  from  eftates,  acui 
torn  long  and  generally  efhblifhetf 
in  France,  and  which  produced  na 
fmali  trouble  and  perplexity  in  read* 
ing  and  endeavouring  to  compre? 
liend  the  hiftory  of  that  country. 

The  princes  of  the  blood  were 
Gripped  like  others  of  ajl  titles  de- 
rived from  eftates  or  places,  fuch  as 
Artois,  Provence,  or  Orleans,  and 
pf  every  ceremonial  of  phrafe,  ad- 
drefs,  or  mark  or"  refpeft,  which 
could  difiinguifh  ;hem  from  the 
commQn  mafs  of  the  people.  The 
decree  defcended  to  minutiae  which  . 
appeared  ridiculous ;  fuch  as  to 
fome  trifling  marks  of  diftin&ion 
and  refpeft  which  were  ufually  paid 


at  church  tp  fome  of  the  principal 
nobility,  to  men  high  in  office,  as 
the  governors  of  great  towns  or  pf 
provinces,  and  not  unfrequently  to 
the  lords  of  parifhes,  in  their  own 
churches. 

This  decree  excited  a  height  of 
indignation  before  unknowii  in  the* 
whole  body  oi  gentlemen  through- 
out the  kingdom,  who  fent  up  re- 
peated protelts  againft  it;  but  there 
was  fo  little  regard  paid  to  thtfm, 
that  they  were  not  even  fuffered  to 
be  inferted  in  the  journals.  The  no* 
bility  and  clergy  of  Alface  were 
peculiarly  enraged  j  they  deriving^ 
their  honours  as  well  as  thek  erao* 
luments  not  from  France"  but  from 
the  German  empire,  and  both  being 
befides  fecured  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  Weftphaiia.  The  demo- 
cratic writers  fay,  that  from  that 
day,  the  greatefl  part  of  the  nobles 
of  the  kingdom  became  the  unap- 
peafeable  enemies  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  that  this .  decree  had  de- 
termined them  to  excite  a  civil  war, 
and  to  perifh  upon  the  ruins  of 
France,  rather  than  renounce  their 
claim  to  honour. 

The  decree  which  was  pafled  on 
the  19th  received  the  king's  fane- 
ion  «n  the  aift  of  June;  and  was 
ignalized  by  the  Angular  circum- 
ftance,  that  of  all  his  minifters, 
I^Jeckar  alone,  a  plebeian,  a  repub- 
lican, a  man  born  and  bred  in  a 
democracy,  infilled  on  his  not  giv- 
ing it  his  fan&ion,  hut  on  the  con- 
trary to  fend  back  his  exprefs  difap- 
probation  to  the  aflfembly.  Being 
over-ruled  in  his  attempt  by  the 
joint  oppofition  of  the  other  mi-, 
nifters,  he  immediately  publifhed  a 
pamphlet,  containing  a  number  of 
very  judicious  obfervations  on  the 
decree,  andMnforming  the  public 
of  the  reafons  which  operated  upon 

him 
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him  in  advifing  the  king  to  refufe 
hisfan&ion. 

It  would  feem  idle  to  offer  any 
comments  on  the  juflice  or  the  po- 
licy of  this  decree:  it  fpeaks  for 
itfelf.  The  language  held  by  the 
democratic  writers,  of  the  abfurdity 
and  folly  of  being  angry  at  the  lots 
of  fuch  baubles  and  trifles  as  titles 
and  frivolous  diftinclions,  would 
feem  rather  to  correfpond  with  the 
ideas  which  we  might  fuppofe  be- 
ings juft  dropped  from  another  pla» 
net  to  conceive,  than  thofe  of  men, 
who,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  muft  of 
neceffity  know  fomething  of  the  af- 
fairs of  this  world. 

A  grand  confederation  had  for 
fome  time  been  announced  by  the 
national  aflembly,  which  was  to  take 
place  on  the  celebrated  14th  of  Ju- 
ly, the  anniverfary  of  the  memora- 
ble taking  of  the  Bafrile  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  which  was  now 
deftined  to  be  rendered  facred  % 
through  all  fucceeding  ages.  The 
objects  of  this  grand  national  meet- 
ing were  confiderable,  and  the  de- 
fign  well  calculated  for  its  purpofes. 
It  was  in  no  finall  degree,  by  this 
appearance  of  the  general  fuffrage 
of  the  people,  to  legalize,  as  well  as 
to  confirm  the  revolution.  It  was 
to  bind  the  "king,  the  aflembly,  and 
the  people  together,  by  new,  fo« 
kmn,  an(j  public  oaths.  And, 
what  was  not  the  leaft  in  confidera- 
tion,  it  was  hoped  that  it  might  be 
a  means  of  reforming  the  licentious 
and  mutinous  difpofition  of  the 
troops,  which  was  every  day  break- 
ing out  into  ac"fcs  of  the  utmoft  dis- 
order and  violence,  to  the  no  fmall 
uneafinefs,  and  even  apprehenfion 
pf  the  afljbmhjy.  Nor  were  their 
own  favourites,  the  national  guards, 
much  more  to  be  commended  for 
^hcir  order,     pji  this  account,  every 


regiment  throughout  the  kingdom 
was  obliged  to  fend  a  delegation 
of  their  foldiers  and  officers,  whp 
were  to  fwear  in  behalf  of  the  whole 
regiment ;  and  the  battalions  of  na- 
tional guards  were  obliged  to  con- 
form to  the  fame  regulation. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  who  now 
found  the  firft  fruits  of  his  crooked 
politics,  to  be  a  degradation  from 
the  higheft  rank  and  title  of  princes 
to  the  humble  ftation  of  a  common 
citizen,  had  long  felt  with  impa- 
tience and  grief,  that  exile  in  Eng- 
land, which  fo  painfully  withheld 
him  from  partaking  in  the  factions 
and  turbulence  of  the  grand  fcene 
of  action  at  the  Palais  Roy  ale  and 
in  Paris.  He  accordingly  applied 
to  the  aflembly  ibr  leave  to  return, 
in  order  to  aflift,  and  to  be  fworn  at 
the  confederation;  this  was  granted, 
notwithstanding  the  jealouly  of  La 
Fayette,  who  ufed  every  poffible 
means  to  prevent  his  return. 

The  preparations  for  this  new 
and  extraordinary  Spectacle  were  at- 
tended with  immenfe  labour.  No 
lefs  than  12,000  hired  workmen 
were  employed,  and  the  work  would 
not  have  been  finjflVed  any  thing 
nearly  within  the  time,  if  it  nad  not 
been  for  the  extraordinary  exertions 
of  the  Parifians,  who,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  were  to  be  feen 
from  morning  to  night  in  the  hot- 
reft  weather,  with  ipades,  (hovels, 
pick-axes,  and  barrows,  labouring  in 
digging  and  removing  the  mould 
from  the  great  field  of  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  which  was  deftined  ever 
more  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Field  of  the  Confede- 
ration. It  was  neceflary  to  remote 
feveral  feet  of  earth  from  the  fur- 
face  of  this  field,  which  was  about 
half  an  Englifh  mile  in  length,  and 
wide  inproportiorij  in,  order  to  iur* 

round 
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rownd  it  with*  feats  rifing  in  the  grievances  of  the  nation  ;  and  they 
fcrm  cf -an  amphitheatre,  for  the  prefumed  that  they  were  well  au~ 
purpofe  of  accommodating  fome-  thorized  to  redrefs  their  own*  They 
thing  towards  half  a  million  of  peo-  pretended  that  their  officers  cheated 
pfe,  who  were  expected  to  behold  them,  for  in  the  prefent   ftate  of 
the  fjwetacte-    A  raft  fcaffold  was  things  it  fcarceiy  feems   probable 
erected  in  the   center,  where  the  that  it  could  have  been  more  than  a 
ling  and  the  national  afTembly  were  pretence,  and  under  that  colour  fe- 
to  be  placed,  and  where,  the  nation-  veral  regiments  plundered  their  rrii- 
al  ahar  being  likewife  erected,  they  litary    chefts.      The  averfion  an£ 
were  to  take  the  prefcribed  oath  irt  contempt  in  which  they  were  taught 
the  fight  of  all  the  people  ;  who,  in  to  regard  their  officers,  led  to  accu- 
their  fevcral  clafTes,  were  all  to  go  fations  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  a 
through  the  feme  rite,  or  ceremo*-  total  contempt  of  every  degree  of 
j>fal,  whichever  it  may  be  called,  fubordination  and  difcipline.     But 
Nothing  was  omkted,  nor  no  ex-  this  was  only  a  fniaH  part  of  the 
pence  (pared,  which  could  afford  enormities  which  they  were  guilty 
Iplendor  to  this  ipectacle;  mufic,  of.    The  fraternal  feafls  and  inti- 
incenfe,  flags,   ftreamers,  military  mate  connections  between  the  inha- 
j>omp,  every  thing  that  could  daz-  bitants  and  the  foldiery,  which  had 
xle  the  eyes  or  fafcinate  the  imagi-  been  fo  much  encouraged  and  pro- 
nation 01  a  vain  and  frivolous  peo-  moted  in  the  beginning  of  the  revo- 
ple,  ever  addicted  to  fliows,  and  lution,  for  the  purpofe  of  debauch- 
captivated  by  trifles,  was  here  exhi-  ing  the  army  from  its  allegiance, 
bitecL  befides  producing  that  effect,  pro- 
It  fortunately  happened,  though  duced  others  which  either  were  not 
contrary  fo  expectation,  that  no  dif-  forefeen,  or  which,  if  they  were,  it 
drderor  mifchief  attended,  or  pro-  was  determined  to  fubmit  to  for  the 
ceeded  from,  this  accumulation  of  attainment   of   the    grand    object. 
fo  extraordinary  a  multitude.    The  The  foldiers,  as  might  be  expected, 
ling,  the  afTembly,  the  army,  and  vain  of  the  new  appellation  of  citi- 
the   people,  were    all  reciprocally  zens,  proud  of  their  confraternity, 
.fworn.    The  purport  of  the  oath,  and  of  the  new  company  into  whicit 
was  the  maintenance  of  the  confri-  they  were  admitted,  and  their  heads 
tution    againft  all   oppugners  j    to  ftill   farther  turned  by    the    fcare 
which  was  added,  u  to  continue  free  which  they  expected  to  hold  in  that 
or  to  perifh."    The  fame  oath  was  new  fovereignty,  which  was  to  be 
taken  on  the  fame  day  throughout  mattered  into  fo  many  divifions, 
the  whole   kingdom ;   an^  all  the  became  all  at  once  politicians,  ca- 
troops  of  every  fort,  new  and  old,  bailers,  and  reformers.     They  be- 
were  perfonally  fworn  at  their  re-  came  every  wheue  members  of  thofe 
fpective  ftations,  as  well  as  by  dele-  clubs  where   they  were  ftationed, 
ration  at  Paris.  and  naturally  embracing  their  opi- 
Th*  troops  were,  however,  too  nions,    formed   as    many    political 
far  advanced  in  licentionfnefs,  to  be  fects,  and  were  as  zealous  partizans 
cured  or  reflrained  bv  oaths ;  they  in  all  the  great  bufinefs  of  reform 
claimed  great  merit  from  their  fer-  and  government,  as  thofe  with  whom 

vices   in   redreffing    the    alledged  they  lived.     By  thefe  means  they 

came 
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tame  to  bear  a  great,  and  in  many 
places  a  principal  fhare,  in  all  thofe 
dreadful  tumults  and  diforders  which 
were  continually  breaking  out,  and 
fpreading  every  degree  of  outrage 
and  violence  in  the  greater  towns 
and  cities.  Thefe  were,  in  general, 
kindly  confidered  as  the  genuine 
marks  and  effects  of  patriotifm,  and 
if  at  all  regarded  as  evils,  were  only 
deemed  to  be  the  neceflary  appen- 
dages of  revolutions,  in  which  cer- 
tain degrees  of  wrong  and  violence 
paved  the  way  fer  the  attainment  of 
the  great  end. 

At  Nancy,  the  capital  of  Lor- 
rain,  thefe  exceflfes  were  carried  by 
the  troops,  and  by  the  ruling  party 
of  the  townfmen,  who  feemed  jointly 
to  fet  the  aflemblv  at  defiance,  to  (o 
extraordinary  a  pitch,  that  they  weic 
deemed,  if  not  declared,  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  abfolute  rebellion.  The  mar- 
quis de  Bouille,  (who,  we  have  for- 
merly feen,  had  been  fo  much  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  honour  and  humani- 
ty, as  well  as  by  the  ability  which  he 
iifplayed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  England)  then 
commanded  the  troops  at  Metz,  and 
in  that  quarter;  and  received  an 
order  from  the  aflTembly  to  fupprefs 
the  infurgents  at  Nancy  by  force  of 
arms.  This  order  was  repented  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  it  was  iffued;  for 
befides  its  being  contrary  to  the 
eftablilhed  practice  of  never  pu mill- 
ing democratic  criminals,  they  fuf- 
pe&ed  Bouille  of  being  an  ariftor 
crat,  and  were  apprehennVe  that  he 
might  direct  the  army  which  he  had 
thus  collected  to  the  purpofe  of  a 
counter-revolution.  Under  this  im- 
preffion  they  were  debating  about 
recalling  the  decree,  and  fending 
cornmiffioners  to  pacify,  inftead  of 
troops  to  reduce  the  infurgents. 

But  De  Bouille  was  too  alert  and 


active  a  commander,  and  knew  the 
duties  of  his  profeflion  too  we(l,  t& 
lofe  any  time  in  the  execution  of  . 
his  orders.  He,  as  it  were  inftant- 
ly,  collected  a  considerable  force^ 
compofed  partly  of  national  troops 
and  partly  of  thofe  of  the  fine ;  and 
the  officers  being  particularly  at- 
tached to  him,  as  were  even  the 
common  foldiery  of  the  old  troops^ 
in  no  fmall  degree,  he  appeared  be* 
fore  Nancy  with  an  expedltioa 
which  furprifed  every  body  clfe  as 
well  as  the  infurgents.  He  found 
the  latter,  however,  prepared  for, 
and  determined  on  a  vigorous  de* 
fence.  A  bloody  conteft  took  place, 
in  which  the  infurgents  were  re- 
duced with  confiderable  flaughter, 
and  with  no  finall  lofe  to  the  aflaiU 
ants.  ' 

The  embanrafTment  of  the  afTem- 
bly on  Bouilie's  fuccefe  feemed  ra- 
ther ridiculous.    .They  could  aoi     » 
but  apparently  approve  the  conduct 
of  an  officer,  who    had  difplayed 
great  fpirit  and  extraordinary  cfif- 
patch  in  the  execution  of  their  or- 
ders; at  the  fame  time  that  they  weip 
in  fact  forry  for  the  event,  and  not.* 
little  uneafy   at   placing  fo  much 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  man  wh» 
they  unjuftly  fufpe&ed  would  ap- 
ply it  to  dangerous  purpofes.     But 
the  rage  of  the  Pariiians  at  the  ftied* 
ding  of  fo    much  patriotic  blood 
was  beyond  all  defcription.    They 
confidered  and  represented  all  the 
infurgents  who  were  {lain  as  maxv 
tyrs  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and 
Bouille  with  his  troops  as  murder- 
ing ariftocrates,_  who  were  endea^ 
vouring  to  commence  a  counter-re-     N 
volution.      They    furrounded    the     ■ 
houfe  of  aflembly  in  great  bodies, 
and   loudly  and   peremptorily  <te- 
nianded  the  head  of  Bouille,  and  the 
heads  of  all  the  minifters  who  hadaqy 

concern 
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concern  in  the  tranfa&ion.  The 
ferment  was  fo  violent,  ftiat  nothing 
lefs  than  the  refolution  andfirmnels 
of  the  national  guards,  could  have 
prevented  their  proceeding  to  the 
m£t  extremities. 

This  ferment  unexre^edly  pro- 
duced, or  at  leaft  haftened,  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  Neckar,  and  his 
final  departure  from  France.  That 
minifter,  who  had  fo  long  been  the 
kfol  of  the  people  ajHParis  and  Ver- 
feilles,  having,  on  the  'night  of  that 
•umult,  received  intelligence  that  he 
was  deftined  to  be  made  a  viclim 
to  the  fury  of  the  mob,  he  fled  from 
his  houfe,  and  fpent  many  hours 
'under  the  greateft  apprehenfion  and 
terror  in  the  fields  near  Paris.  He 
wow  at  on -e  perceived,  that  he  had 
not  only  held  his  place  too  long 
for  his  fafety,  but  for  his  honour. 
He  had  long  felt  his  credit  with 
the  aflembly  declining ;  but  ever 
fidce  the  removal  of 'that  body  to 
Paris,  he  experienced  fuch  repeated 
balances  or  flight  and  indifference, 
as  made  him  feel  to  the  heart,  that 
be  was  now  only  confidered  as  the 
teolof  a  party,  who  having  done  its 
bufinefs  was  no  longer  thought  ne- 
ceflary,  and  might  be  laid  by  with- 
t)«t  ceremony.  Camus,  and  feve- 
ral  other  of  their  members,  feemed 
to  make  it  a  point  continually  to 
cavil  at  his  plans,  and  to  bring  cap- 
tious charges  and  accufations  upon 
trifling  or  contemptible  matters 
-againft  him ;  nor  was  this  ungra- 
cious and  unworthy  conduct  ever 
Id  the  fmalleft  degree  difcounte- 
mnced.  In  return*  for  this  treat- 
ment, he  frequently  told  the  atfem- 
bly  home  and  blunt  truths,  which 
did  not  "by  any  means  tend  to  con- 
ciliate favour. 

On  this  recent  affair  at  Paris,  he 
lent  a>  letter  with  his  rcfignation  to 


the  national  aflembly,  who;  having 
read  it,  called,  with  the  moft  care- 
lefs  and  contemptuous  indifference,, 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  without 
taking   the  fmalleft  notice    of   it. 
Pierced   through  and  through    by 
this  difdainful  treatment,  this   tin* 
grateful  return  to  all  his  pall  ac- 
kno.wlc.4ged    fervices,  which,  un- 
doubtedly, was    not    the  lefs   felt 
from  a  vexatious  recollection  of  the 
fuifome  flatteries  with  which  they 
had  heretofore  fo  often  bedawbed 
him,  tile  unhappy  minifter  fet  out 
dire&ly  for  SwhTerland.      But   he 
foon  found  that  the  bitter  cup  of 
his  humiliation  was  not  yet  exhauft- 
ed,  and  that  the  dregs  were  among 
the  moft  odious  parts  of  the  potion. 
Mr.  Neckar  was  flopped  at  a  Tttle 
town  called  Arci-fur-Aube  by  the 
national  guard,  who  being  now.  all 
ftarefmen,  and  in  a  certain  degree 
fovereigns,  wifely  determined,  ..that 
it  Was  by  no  means  fitting  a  finan- 
cial minifter  fhould  be  permitted  to 
quit  the  country  until  he  had  made 
a  fair  fettlemeht,  and  undergone  a 
ftrift  fcriitiny  as  to  his  accounts, 
and  they  accordingly  confined  him 
as  a'prifoner.     He  was  uow  to  un- 
dergo the  mortification,  of  a  fecond 
application  to  the  national  aflembly, 
in    which    he    ftated,  that    above 
ico,oool.  fterling  of  his  property 
being  lodged  in  the  French'  funds, 
and  confequently  within  their  cog- 
nizance, that  fum,  which  he  fcad 
depofited  there  through  the  patriotic 
motive  of  fupporting  the  public  cise- 
cfit,  would  be  an  ample  iecurity  for 
any  error  or  deficiency  which  could 
pofubly    appear  in  nis  accounts ; 
and  therefore  requefting,   that  his 
health,  in  its  prefent  precarious  ftate, 
fhouldv  no  longer  be  injured,,  either 
by  confinement,  or  by  detention 
from  the  falubrious  air  of  his  native 
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•  tffentrv.    The  aflembly  returned  a 

dryanfwer,  but  ordered  his  releafe-, 

and  he  at  length  arrived  fafely  in 

liis  own  country. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  a  minifter, 

(  vho  had  pafled  through  fuch  courfes 
of  popularity,  as,  perhaps,  have 
fcarcely  been  equalled  by  any  fo- 
reigner in  any  country.  Yet,  fo 
uncertain  ts  the  ftate  of  public  fa- 
tour,  and  fo  rapid  the  decline  of 
"  popularity,  that  he  now  retired  to 
his  native  country  without  the, 
fmalleft  mark  of  honour,  tfteem,  or 
regret  from  that  nation,  which  had 
mi  the  preceding  year,  commenced 
m  a  rebellion  againft  its  fovereign  on 
his  account.    Whatever  Mr.  Neck- 

•  :  ar's  political  faults  or  errors  might 
have  been  as  a  minifter,  he  pcffefTed 
fach  excellent  qualifies  as  a  man,  us 

■  nnjft  ever  entitle  him  to  refpect- 
His  integrity  was  in  both  charac- 
■  ters  beyond  doubt  or  fufpicion ;  and 
fcis  drift  attention  to  the  difcharge 
*nd  .practice  of  all  the  moral  duties 
and  virtues  was  never  called  in  quef- 
tion  by  his  enemies.  Happy  he 
*nay  now  -consider  that  concurrence 
«  circumftanc  es  and  caufes  which 
obliged  him  to  quit  Prance  at  fo 
*vly  and  timely  a  period ;  and  his 
family  may  confole  themfelves  in 
bis  prefent  exiftence  for  that,  now, 
typekfs  property  which  he  left  be- 
hind. 

New  contefis  with  the  clergy  af- 
forded the  principal  objects  of  bu  fi- 
nds in  which  the  national  aflembly 
^re  engaged  for  the  remainder  of 
*k  year.  Thefe  arofe  from  the  va- 
rious meafures  adopted,  and  decrees 
pafled,  for,  what  was  called,  the  or- ' 
ffnization  of  the  church.  One  of 
*We  was,  the  rendering  every  be-^ 
Bcfice  in  the  kingdom,  from  a  cu- 
**cf  to  a  bifliopric,  elective.  Ano- 
ther, was,  the  adaiitting  people  of 


«H  religions,  not  excepting  Jews*  to 
vote  at  thefe  elections.  And  ano- 
ther was,,  the  totally  altering  the  an-' 
cierrtly  eftablifhed  extent  and  limits 
of  diocefes. 

The  clergy  became  rroublefome 
upon  thefe  accounts.  Thev  fail 
that  whatever  right  the  nation'might 
have  to  feize  their  revenues,  it  nei- 
ther could  have  any  right  or  pre- 
tence to  interfere  or  to  nuke  any 
alteration  in  the  difcipline  or  fpiri- 
tual  government  of  the  church  % 
they  therefore  demanded  the  convo- 
cation of  a  national  council  to  fettle: 
thefe  matters,  as  they  could  not  po£- 
fibry  without  that  determmatica 
fubmit  to  the  prefent  decrees.  As 
nothing  could  be  more  opposite  to 
the  ideas  or  liking  of  the  national 
aflembly  than  to  admit  by  aror 
means  of  the  calling  together  fuck 
an  aflemblv,  they  were  highly  itw 
cenfed  at  thefe  objections  made  bv 
the  clergy  to  their  decrees,  and  la 
that  fpirit  determined  at  once  to 
punifh  their  ref'ractcrinefs,  and  to 
cut  off  the  means  .of  all  futuie  dis- 
putes, by  impofing  a  new  oath  oa 
them,  by  which  they  were  bound  .to 
obferve  and  fubmit  to  the  confuta- 
tion as  decreed  by  the  aifemhlya  m 
all  cafes  whatever. 

Vaft  numbers  of  the  clergy  ce- 
fufed  to  take  this  oath,  and  amon* 
them  many  who  had  in  the  begin- 
ning been  firmly  attached  to  the 
commons,  and  furthered  the  revo- 
lution by  every  means  in  their  pow- 
er. But  fuch  aids  were  not  now- 
wanted.  Many  offered  to  take  the 
oath  if  they  were  allowed,  as  a  fak 
vo,  that  it  did  not  extend  to  admit 
of  any  fpiritual  authority  in  the  af- 
fembly ;  but  though  that"  bedy  had 
generally  declaimed  all  interference 
in  the  fpiritual  part  of  religion,  yet 
they  would  not  allow  of  any  rsferve 
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in  (he  oath,  or  admit  any  explana-    in  the  kingdom,  refufed  to  acknow- 
fion  of  it*    All  the  clergy,  without    ledge  thefe  new  patters,  and  parti- 


exception  or  diftin&ion,  who  re- 
fufed to  take  the  oath,  were  imme- 
diately eje&ed  from  their  benefices, 
-and  others  placed  in  their  room ; 
the  bishopries  were  filled  up  by  cu- 
rates* The  oath  being  considered 
as  no  lefs  than  perjury,  being  a  di- 
rect breach  of  that  taken  at  ordina- 
tion, it  may  not  be  difficult  to  form 


cularly  to  receive  the  facraments  at 
their  hands;  which,  according  to 
their  religious  perfuafion,  it  was  the 
height  or  prophanation,  if  not  fa- 
crilege,  for  them  to  adminifter* 
They  were  the  farther  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  by  the  utter  difappro- 
bation  of  the  oath  which  the  -p»pc 
had  pubBcly  exprefled.    Thus  aid 


fbme  judgment  of  the  character  of  France  produce  in  an  inflant  the* 
thofe  men  who  were  now  to  in-  mod  numerous  body  of  nonjuring 
ftruc"t  the  people  in  the  duties  of  re-  clergy  which  ever  exifted  in  any 
ligion  and  morality*  It  afforded  a  country :  and  fuch  was  the  defpo- 
glorious  inflance  of  the  integrity  of  tifm  which  prevailed  }n  a  repu  bli- 
the French  clergy,  that  of  131  bi-  can  aflembly,  that  would  compel 
fhops,  only  three  were  found  fervile  men's  perfons,  minds,  and  confci- 
enough  to  betray  their  confeience  ences,  to  bend  in  alt  things,  without 
and  their  honour,  in  {looping  to  referve,  to  its  almighty  will.  Even 
take  the  oath  for  the  prefervation  of  the  more  moderate  of  the  democra- 
their  btfhoprics*  tical  writers,  regretted  and  condemn- 
This  meafure  occafioued  a  fchifm 


among  the  people  as  well  as  the 
clergy;  for  the  more  devout  and 
faupulous^  who  were  fliil  not  a  few 


ed,  as  a  harfh  and  imprudent  mea- 
fure, the  forcing  of  fuch  an  oath  at 
once  upon  minds  unprepared  to  re- 
ceive it. 
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JANUARY. 

ift.  Hp  HIS  day  there  was  ho 
X  court  either  at  Windfor 
or  St.  James's,  as  ufual  on  New 
Year's  day,  confequently  the  Lau- 
reate ode  was  omitted*  The  New 
Year's  ode  not  being  performed  as 
ufual,  has  occafkmed  much  fpeco- 
larion— It  may  not  be  Unacceptable 
to  our  readers  to  give  them  the  fol* 
lowing  paflage  from  Mr.  Gibbon's 
laft  volume  «of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire:  «  The  title  of  Poet  Lau- 
reate which  cuftom  rather  than  va- 
nity perpetuates  In  the  Englifti 
court,  was  firft  invented  by  the  Cae- 
fars  of  Germany.  From  Augulhts 
to  Louis,  the  mufe  has  been  top 
often  falfe  and  venal ;  but  I  much 
(Joubfc  whether  any  age  or  court  can 
produce  a  fimilar  eftablifhment  of  a 
stipendiary  poet,  who  in  every  reigt\, 
and  at  all  events*  is  bound  to  fur- 
nilh,  twice  a  year",  &  meafure  of 
praife  and  verfe,  fuch  as  may  be 
fung  in  the  chapel,  and,  I  believe, 
in  the  prefence  of -the  fovereign. 
I  fpeak\he  more  freely,  as  the  bell 
time  for  abolHhing  this  ridiculous 
Cuftom  is  while  the  prince  is  a  man 
of  virtue,  and  the  poet  a  man  of 
genius;" 


«d. 


The  Oxford  Canal  was  this" 


day  opened  by  dte  arrival  of 
Vol.  XXXiL 


upwards  of  ioo  tons  of  coals,  be- 
,  &lqs  corn  and  other  effects.  The 
firft  boat  entered  the  bafon  a  few 
minutes  before  twelve  o'clock,  ^lif- 
pla*yirig  the  ♦union  flag,  and  having 
on  board  the  hand  belonging  to  the 
Oxfordftiire  militia. 

At  a  meeting,  lately  held,  of  the 
truftees  of  John  Stock,  efq.  late  Of 
Hariipftead,  who  bequeathed  200/. 
a  year  to  be  divided  among  ten 
curates  of  the  church  of  England, 
whofe  incomes  did  not  exceed  40/. 
per  ann.  thirty-eight  petitions  were 
prefented  and  received  from  poor 
curates  to-  partake  of  this  benevo- 
lence, many  of  whofe  ftipends  were 
not  more  than  25/.  a  year,  with 
which  they  had  to  fupport  large 
families. 

The  prifonersj  cbnvi&ed  at  , 
the  Admiralty  Seflions,  were  ^  - 
executed  at  Execution  Dock  pur- 
fuant  to  their  feveral  fentences, 
viz,  John  Clark  and  Edward  Hob- 
bins,  for  ftealing  oft*  the  Land's 
End  a  boat,  feveral  fails,  and  a 
wooden  compafs,  the  property  of 
Meff.  Hurry  and  Co. ;  John  Wil- 
liams and  Hugh  Wilfon,  for  a  mutiny 
on  board  the  Gregfon  of  Liver- 
pool, at  Duke's  Cove,  off  the  coaft 
of  Africa;  and  Thotiias  Brett,  for 
Healing  from  a  Dutch  hoy,  at  Duns 
genefs  Roads*  three  cafks  of  gene- 
va, 16  bales,  and  other  merchant 
dize,  the  property  of  perfons  ua* 

[#]  knowa* 
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Ifcnown.     They  are  all  ordered  to 
be  hung  in  chains.  * 

Thetankrupts  in  1788  were  709; 
in  1752  were  1 16.  Thefe  were  the 
mod  and  lead  numerous  fince  1740 ; 
in  1 789  4hcre  were  584.  * 
iftth  ^c  Severn  flooded  a  few 
^'  days  ago  higher  than  has 
teen  known  for  thefe  twenty  years. 
At   Shrewfbury  and   its   environs, 

farticuWTy  at  the  Abbey  Forgate* 
rankwell,  and  cotton -mill,  there 
was  no  pa  fling  without  a  boat. 

On  the  lakes  and  high  moun- 
tainous land  of.  Cumberland  and 
Weftmoi  eland*  there  has  .  been 
fcarcely  any  fnow,  and  not  any  ice 
two  inches  (hick.  The  wind  and 
-gain  have  exceeded,,  as  much  as  the 
fnow  and  ice  fall  fhort  of,  the  ufuaj 
proportions.  Both  are  unexampled 
Kit  the  .memory  of  man.. 
-  iu  -  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
9  '  Old  Bailey,  when  fentence 
©f  death  was  patted  upon  13  con- 
,vi£s ;  one  was  fentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported for  14  years,  29  to  be  trans- 
ported for  feven  years,  (even  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate,  18  in 
Clerkenwcll  Bridewell,  21  to  be 
publickiy  whipped,  and  16  were 
delivered  by  proclamation. 

a  As  his  majeity  was  going 
» •  •  "  in  (late  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
on  psffing  the  corner  oppofite  Carle- 
ton  Houfe,  in  St.  James's  Park,  a 
ftone  was  "thrown  at  the,  coach  by  a 
itall  msn  drcffed  in  a  fcarlet  coat, 
black  breeches,  a  ftriped  waiftcoat, 
a,  cocked  hat,  with  an  orange-co- 
toured  cockade ;  he  was  imme- 
diately apprehended  and  taken  to 
Mr.  Grenyille's  office,  in  the  trea- 
ftiry,  Whitehall,  where  he  under- 
went arVcxamination  by  the  attorney 
general  and  fir  Sampfon  Wright, 
before  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Grenville,  the 
dfcke  of  Leedi,  Barf  of  Chathanv 


&c.  which  laded  four  hours,,  when 
he  was  committed  to  prifon  for  fur- 
ther examination.  He  proves"  to 
be  the  fame  perfon  who  wrote  st 
libel  againit  his  majeity,  *n&  duck 
it  on  the  whalebone  in  the^ceurt- 
yard,  St.  James's,  about  a  fortnight 
mice,  and  figned  his  name  John 
Frith,  lieutenant  ©f  the  fecond  bat- 
talion of  royals.  After  undergoing 
feveral  other  examinations,  he  was- 
committed  to  "Newgate  for  trial  orx 
a  charge  of  high  treafon. 

The  accounts  relative  to  « 

the  early  appearance  of.  * 
ipring  this  year  are  too  numerous 
to  be  particularized..  Almoft  every 
production  that  the  month,  of  April 
ufually  exhibits  in  the  garden,  and 
in  the  field,  were  to  be  feen  at  the 
ciofe  of  this  month  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

Died,  atrjorfeley,  county  of  Der- 
by, at  the  age  of  107,.  Mrs.  Frances 
Barton.  It  is  faid  me  well  remem- 
bered the  revolution  in,  168$,  and 
that  (he  danced  at  a  merry-making 
on  that  glorious  occafion.  Her  bui~ 
band  bad  been  fexton  of  the  parifh 
church  70  years ;  ar.d  this  antient 
pair  frequently  boalted  that  (he  had 
brought  into  the  world,  and  he  had 
buried,  the  parifti  twice  over. 

At  Miles-court,  Bath,  aged  7$, 
Mrs.  Burr,  grand~niece  of  fir  lfaac 
Newton,  by  a  daughter  of  his  mo- 
ther, who  married,  for  Jier  fecond 
huiband,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith.  She 
had  a  perfect  recollection  of  that 
great  philofopher,  and  remembered 
pa£ing  much  time  at  his  houfe  in 
St  Martih's-lane ;  and  that,  when  .a 
child,  (he  had  fpent  whole  evenings 
in  his  (ludy,  as  he  was  remarkably 
fond  of  children*  She  remembered, 
alfo,*  the  (treng^h  of  his  fight,  his. 
examining  old  coins,  and  readings 
the   fmalkft  print  without  fpe#a- 
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ties;  the  ftridt  (economy  of  his  ex- 
pences,  with,  the  regularity  of  his 
domeftic  arrangements,  and  that  he 
feldom  dined  ,  without  company* 
with  whom  he  was  remarkably  plCa- 
iant  and  chearfuL 

A  Portuguefe  woman,  who,  fome 
days  before  her  death,  had  attained 
the  age  of  109. 

Lately,  at  Rome,  aged  43,  Bro- 
ther Barnabas,  of  St.  Nicholas,  a 
religious  queftor,  of  the  order  of 
the  barefooted  Auguftines.  A  great 
multitude  of  people  vifited  the  ton- 
Vent  where  his  body  was  expofecf 
for  four  days.  A  number  of  mira4  , 
cles  are  faid  to  have  been  performed 
by  him  both  before  and  after  his 
deatk  .  . 

Aged  128,  John  Jacob;' the  cele- 
brated patriarch  of  Mount  Jura* 
who  came  to  pay  his  compliments 
to  the  national  aflcmbly  laft  year. 

Aged  104,  at  Cropton  near  Pic- 
kering, Mrs*  Miry  Jackfon; 

At  Lean  Cadwallader,  in  the 
Ii$th  year  of  his  age,  the  cele- 
brated Hugh  Llewellyn,  well  known 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  for 
his  muncal  (kill,  particularly  on  the 
VeKh-harp,  which  he  played  until 
within  a  fortnight  of  his  death. 

FEBRUARY. 

The  two  annual  premiums 
of  25  /.  each*  bequeathed  by 
the  late  Dr.  Smith,  of  Cambridge, 
to  the  two  junior  bachelors  of  arts, 
who  (hall  appear  to  be  the  beft  pro- 
ficients in  mathematics  and  na- 
tural philofophy,  were,  *m  Friday 
the  99th,  adjudged  to  Mr.  Bridge; 
of  Peterhoufe  College,  and  Mr. 
Wrangham,  of  Trinity-Hall. 
,  *  The  printer  of  tfht  Timtt 
*  *   was  brought  Ap  from  Newgate 


to  the  king's  bench  to  receive  judg* 
ment  for  two  libels  of  which  he  had 
been  convi&ed.  He  was  fentenced 
for  the  firft;  which  was  on  the  prince 
of  Wales  And  the  duke  of  York 
(charging  their  royal  highneffe* 
with  having  fo  demeaned  them- 
felves  as  to  incur  the  juft  difappro-< 
tion  of  his  majefty)  to  pay  a  fine  of 
100/.  and  be  imprifoned  in  New- 
gate one  year  after  the  expiration 
of  his  prefent  confinement;-**  and 
for  the  iecond,  which  was  on  th* 
duke  of  Clarence,  he  was  fined 
loo/.        . 

The  libel  againft  the  duke  of 
Clarence  afferted  that  his  royal 
hie;hnefs  returned  from  his  ftatiort 
Without  authority  from  the  admi-i 
ralty  or  the  commanding  officer. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  prince  g  , 
6f  Wales  had  a  date  levee,  for 
the  .firft  time;  at  his  palace  of  Carl- 
ton-houft. 

Sir  Joftiua  Reynblds>  who    -  ^  * 
has  honeurably  filled  for  22 
years  the  chair  of  the  royal  acade- 
my* formally  notified  to  the  Council 
his  refignation  as  prefident. 
*    A  man  of  the  name  of  Edward 
Derick,  who  either  is;  or  afre&s  to 
Be,  a  maniack,  went  to  St.  James's* 
this  evening,  and  deiired  the  mar- 
(halmen  to  introduce  him  to  his\ 
majefty  ;  he  Was.  of  courfe  informed 
that  his  requeft  could  not  be  com- 
plied' with;    He  then  faid,  that  he 
had  letters  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance^ for  the  queen,  and  tnuft  be  ad* 
mitted.   The    marmalmen   Hopped 
him;  and  his  behaviour  in  confer 
qtience  was  fb  riotous;  that   they  • 
were  under  the  neceflity  of  taking 
him  into  cuftody.    He  fays  he  was 
born  at  Caldecot  in  .Gheftiire,  and 
that  he  flept  on  Ttiefday  near  Rum* 
ford  in  Eifex.  He  is  about  24  year* 

[**].  of 
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of  age,  very  mean  in  his  appearance, 
and  difcourfes  in  the  ftile  of  a 
quaker.  He  was  committed  to 
Tothill-fields  Bridewell. 

Lately  a  cafe  was  argued  and  de- 
termined in  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  of  fome  importance  to  the/ 
mercantile  world.  The  queftion 
was,  "  Whether  a  payment  made 
in  bank  notes  can  legally  be  deemed 
a  payment  made  in  money  ?"  The 
court- (aid,  that  the  judges  had  not 
yet  gone  to  the  extent  of  deciding 
that  the  tender  of  a  debt  in  .bank 
notes  was  a  good  tender,  unkfs  the 
party  accepted  them  as  cafh.  A. 
payment,  however,  made  in  bank 
notes  might  certainly  be  deemed  a 
payment  made  in  money,  and  might 
be  fo  fly  led  in  a  deed  or  other  in<- 
ftrument  by  which  any  fum  is  dated- 
to  be  given  or  paid.  Bank  notes 
were  unqueftionably  called  money, 
and  ft^  con  fide  red  by  the  world. 

A  young  woman,  of  the  name  of 
Finch,  took  the  fatal  refolutioh  of 
putting  an  end  to  her  prefent  ex- 
igence, by  fwallowing  a  quantity 
©f  arfenic*  What  renders  this  moft 
remarkable  is,  fhe  prevailed  upon 
the  fervant  maid  of  Mr.  Huddy,  a 
j>aftry-cook,  to  accompany  her  in* 
the  fatal  resolution.  They  took  to 
the  amount  of  two  ounces  between 
them;  in  confequence  of  which, 
Mifs  Grace  Finch  ftruggled  with 
the  drug  in  violent  convullions 
about  three  hours,  and  then  ex- 
pired.  The  maid  fervant  conti- 
nued in  a  moft  miferable  date  till 
the  next  morning,  when  fhe  expired 
alfd.  . 

The  celebrated  Pbillidor  pjayed 
three  games  at  chefs  -  blindfolded) 
with  three  different  perfons  at  once : 
two  with  Drv  Rokt,  and-  Capt. 
Smith/' he  gained;  and  the  third 


with  count   Bruhl    was .  a  .drawp 
game. 

Died,  at  Sutton,  near  Bingham, 
m  the  103  d  year  of  her  age,  Han- 
nah Jenk,  a  widow  of  that  village, 
who. remained  her  faculties  in  the 
moft  perfect  manner  till  a  very  fhort 
time'  previous  to  her  death. 

At  Edinburgh,  aged  upwards  of 
80,  the  celebrated  William  Cullen, 
Nf.D.  firft  physician  to  his  majefty 
for  Scotland.— Notwithftanding  the 
number  of  years  he  read  lectures 
there,  he  has*  net  left  property 
enough  to  fupport  his  daughters. 
His-  miftaken  notions  of  farming: 
contributed  not  a*  little  to  reducer 
his  income. 

At  Iflington,  aged  6&,  John  . 
Hyacinth  de  Magelhaens,  ' 
F.R.S.  member  of  many  foreign; 
academies,  formerly  an  Auguftine 
monk  at  Li(bon,  and  great  grandfon 
of  the  celebrated  navigator,  Ferdi- 
nando  M.  who  gave  his  name  to 
the  ftraight  difcovered  By  him  in 
15-1  pi  He  was  affo  related  to  the 
jeiuit  M.  who  travelled  over  China 
from  1640  to  1648,  till  he  was  car- 
ried *o  the  court  at  Pekin,  where 
he  refided  29  years,  and  died  in 
1677.  He  was  a  ftudious,  inge- 
nious, and  learned  man,  particu- 
larly diftinguiihed  among  the  lite* 
.rati  in  this  and  other  enlight- 
ened countries  for  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  moft  branches  of 
natural  philosophy,  and  no  lefs  in- 
genious in  his  experiments  therein, 
particularly  in  mechanics. 

♦  At  his  houfe'in  Hereford,  ,  ^ 
at  the  age  of  105  years,  the  . 
Rev.  William  Davies,  who  took  his 
degree  of  M;A.  at  Chrift  Church, 
Oxford,,  in  17 1 5.  He  retained  his 
faculties  in  a  .  great  degree  till 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death. 
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A  bill  of  indictment  was 
found  by  the  grand  jury  againft 
John  Frith,  for  high  treafon,  in 
compaffing  the  life  of  the  king,  by 
Growing  a  ftone  againil  his  coach, 
as  he  went  to  the  parliament  houfe. 
i  The  following  convicts  re- 
ceived fentence  of  death  at  the  company's  fhip  Varifittart,  in  the 
Old  Bailey,  viz.  James  Eaft,  Wil-    freights  of  Billoton,  in  November 


he  had  in  view  for  fome  time  back, 
by  throwing  down  the  royal  (land* 
ard  of  England.  His  reafon,  he 
faid,  he  would  not  give,  unlefs  he 
was  introduced  to  the  king,  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  Mr.  Pitt.  Ht 
was  committed  to  Covent  Garden 
watch-houfe. 

The  difagreeable  intelligence     , 
was  received  of  the  lofs  of  the  * 


Mam  Wilfon,  James  £ett$,  Samuel 
Bring,  Jofeph  Phillips,  Thomas 
Alexander,  and  Henry  Jones,  alias 
J)enton,  Three  were  ientenced  to 
J>c  tranfported  for  '14.  years,  z  i  for 
feven  years,  feven  fined  and  impri- 


laft.  No  lives  were  loft  either  a- 
mong  the  officers  or  (hip's  company.; 
the  afliftance  they  received  from 
two  country  (hips  enabled  them  to 
fave  great  part  of  the  filver  on 
board,  and  fome  other  part  of  the 


foned,    feven    publickly   whipped,    .cargo. 

and  24.  difchargecl  by  -proclama-  The  two  gold  medals,  value  fif- 
teen guineas  each,  given  annually 
by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
chancellor, of  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  encouragement  of 
cjaflical  learning,  are  this  year  ad- 
judged to  Mr.  Francis  Wranghanv, 


£on. 


This  afternoon  another  mar 
niac  went  to  St.  James's,  where 


he  feized  the  colours  belonging  to 

:the  firft   regiment,  ywho  were  on 

£«ard,  which  were  placed  in  the 

,court  yard  as  ufual.      The  fentry     B.Al  of  Trinity  Hall,  and  Mr.wJ6hn 

who  guarded  the  colours  not  o\)-u  Tweddell,  J5.A.  of  Trinity  Col- 


ferving  him,  he  made  hid  efcape  to 
ithe  whalebone,  where  he  was  feized 
by  another  lentry,  who  fecured 
him  till  he  got  otfyer  afliftance ;  the 


lege- 

Somer/et  Houfi.— The  eftimates,  as 

delivered  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 

a*e  as  follow :  Expended  3  34,703  /.; 


maniac  immediately  threw  down  the  to  be  expended,  33,500/. 
standard,  when  he  was  taken  into         A  grant  to  earl  Stanhope,  for 

cuitody  by  two  of  the  marfhalmen,  Ms   new-invented  method  of  con- 

who  conveyed  him  in  a  hackney  ducting  venels  without  fails  agaihft 

.coach  to    the  public    office,  Bow  wind,  waves,  current,  and  tide,-  has 

Street,  where  he  underwent  an  exa-  pafted  the  great  feal. 

urination  oefore  fir  Sampfon  Wright. ,  '     On  Sunday  the  14th  inftant,  four 

On  fir  Sampfon's  afeing  him  his  men  were  feen  on  »the  other  fide 


jeafon  for  taking  away  the  colours, 
he  faid  he  was  a  native  of  the  Ifle 
of  Man;  that  his  name  was  Tho- 
inas  Cannon ;  that  he  went  yefter- 
day  morning  to  Kenfington  Palace 
'in  expectation  of  feeing  his  majefty 
pafs  to  Windfor,  and  on  his  return 
;fc  had  completed  his  point,  which 


Staines,  walking  towards  that  town. 
They  had  the  appearance  of  fo- 
reigners, were  drefied  as  failprs,  and 
one  rather  better  than  the  reft.  In 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  they 
went  to  the  (hop  of  a  barber  Jit 
Staines,  and  were  (haved,  and  -the 
man  who  was  bell  drefled  paid  for 
•    IN  3}       ■  ""/""*he 
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the  reft.  He  Jiad  a  large  bag  pf 
money;  but  whether  of  gold  or 
filver,  is  not  .known,  From  this 
fhop  they  went  to  the  White  Lion4 
'  tapped,  and  flept ;  and  at  foyr  on 
Sunday  morning  rofe,  had  each  a 
clafs  of  brandy,  for  which  the  beft- 
dreffed  man  ftill  paid  for  his  com- 
panions, and  having  drunk  it,  they 
all  fet  out  together  qq  the  road  to, 
London. 

On  Monday  mQrning,  as  a  man, 
was  driving  his  cows  in  a  field  near 
Belfont-lane,  about  thirteen  miles 
from  \  London,  he  difcovered  in  a 
d\$.ch  a  number  of  brambles  with  a 
quantity  of  new-*rai(ed  earth  thrown 
over  them,  which  curiofity  led  him 
to  examine,  when,  to  his  furprize, 
he  difcovered  thi  dead  body  of  a 

man,  mangled  in  a  molt  inhuman 

manner,   the  throat  cut,  the  fkull 

fractured,  one  arm  broke,  and  one 

hand  almoft  cut  in  pieces.    At  this 

time  the  duke  of  Cumberland  being 

put.  with  his  hounds,  the  dogs  took 

the  fcent,  and  traced  the  blood  from 

the  road  to  the  fpot  where  the  body 

was    found,    which  by  his    royal 

liighnefs's  order  was  removed   to 

the  Black  Dog  at  Belfont,  where 

the  coroner's  inqueft  was  after- 
wards fummoned  to  (it;  and  at  which 

place  the  barber  by  whom  the  four 

men  were  fhaved,  and  the  people  at 

the  White  Lion,  where  they  flept, 

were  fummoned  to  appear,  and  all 

aoree  that  the  deceafed  is  one  of 

fhofe.  four  men,  and  the  identical 

perfon  who,  paid  for  all  the  reft. 

Thefe  particulars  were  communicat- 
ed to  fir  Sampfqn  Wright  by  his  roy- 
al highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 

who  has  taken  uncommon  pains  to 

'  bring  the  murderers  to  juftice. 
On  Friday  night  the  19th  they 

jyere  found  on  board  a  Pprtuguefe 


veflel,  where,  after  fome  refiftance, 
they  were  hand-cuffed,  and  commitT 
ted  to  different  prifons  till  the  20th, 
when,  at  the  defire  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  they  were  examined 
at  the  public  office  in  Bow  Street, 
where  the  officer  who.  took  them 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  ar- 
ticles found  at  t^heir  lodgings,  con- 
futing, among  other  things,  of  a 
relick  which  the  deceafed  ufed  to 
wear  about  his  neck,  and  a  coat. 

The  firft  evidence  called  was  Fre- 
derico  Solaro,  a  Genoefe.     He  de- 
ppfed,  that  the  name  of  the  deceafed 
was  Jofeph,  but  could  not  tell  hi* 
other  name ;  that  he,  this  deponent, 
Antonio  Murina,  a  Venetian;  Ja- 
chin-Pharao,  a  penpefe ;  and  Ste- 
phan  Apologie,  a   Ruffian;    came 
home  in  the  fhip  Crown    Prince, 
captain  Nicondia,  from  the  ifland 
of  Sardinia ;  that  they  all  left  the 
fhip   at    the  fame .  time  at  Portf- 
moutfi ;  that  they  received  their  pay 
befoce   they  fet  off   for.  London. 
He  walked  with  them  about  three 
miles    farther   than   Gofport,   and 
wanting  to  get  to  London  as  foon 
as  he  could,  he  turned  back  and 
came  by   the  coach-      He    heard 
nothing  more  of  them  till  Wed- 
nefday  laft,  when,  hearing  of  the 
murder,  he   had  fome  ftrong  fuf- 
picion   of  the  prifbnersj  and  ac- 
cordingly came  to  this  office,  and 
gave  what  defcription  of  theam  he 
could ;  that,  on  fir  Sampfon  Wright 
fending  him  to  Staines  to  examine 
the  deceafed,  he  knew  him.     The 
officers  then  produced  the  relick 
.mounted  with  filver,  and  the  other 
articles  they  had  taken  from  the 
prisoners.    He  had  feen  them  on 
board  of  the  fhip,  and  likewife  few 
the  deceafed  with  the  relick.    He 
certainly  would  have  farted  with 
\  •      /      *  •  #s 
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ins  life  rather  than. the  relick.  The 
prifoaers  were  examined  apart,  and 
all  denied  committing  the  murder. 

They  were  committed  to  differ- 
ent gaols,  in  order  /or  re -examina- 
tion. 

A  very  curious  difcovery  has 
lately  taken  place  at  Black  wall, 
near  the  river  Thames,  where  Mr. 
Perry,  the  ftiip-builder,  had  appro- 
priated about  feven  acres  of  'land 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  wet 
dock.  In  digging  the  ground,  re- 
gular Urata  of  fand,  clay/  &c.  have 
been  found,  proper  for  making 
bricks;  and,  * z  feet  below  the  fur- 
face,  hajrie- trees,  with  tie  nuts  -upon 
them. 

Died,  in  the  ifle  of  Sky,  Mrs. 
Flora  Macdonald,  famed  in  the 
annals  of  the  late  pretender. 

In  the  >9th  year  of  his  age  Geo. 
Haftings,  efq.  only  fen  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  of  Folfcftone,  to  whom  the 
title  of  earl  of  Huntingdon  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  lately  devolved. 

At  Ipfwich,  in  his  100th  year> 
Alexander  Dean,  efq. 

In  her  108th  year,  and  in  full 
pofTeffion  of  all  her  faculties,  Mrs. 
Bridget  Scaver,  late  of  Treay, 
county  of*  Armagh. 


T" 


ift. 


A  P  R  I  L. 

A  duel  was  Jately  fought  In 
Luttrelftown  between  Mr.  Cor- 
ran,  M.P.  and  major  Hobart,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  words  fpoken  in 
parliament.  The  meeting  was  at 
the  Hennitage,  one  of  lord  Car> 
hampton's  feats ;  Mr.  Corran  was 
attended  by  Mr.  Egan.;  majdr  Ho- 
bart by  lord  Carhampton.  Being 
put  to  their  ground,  and  agreed  to 
fire  as  they  chofe,  Mr*  Corran  fired 


v 

-firfl,  without  efFett;  whereupon  ma- 
jor Hobart  faid,  "  He  hoped  Mr, 
Corran  was  fatisned."    Mr.  Egaa 
-than  called  odt   to  major  Hobart 
that  he  had  not  fired,  as  did  Mr, 
Corran.    The  major,  advancing  a 
ftep   or  two  towards  Mr.  Corran* 
repeated  what  he  had  faid  before- 
Mr.  Corran  replied,,  "  I  am  terry, 
fir,     you    have     taken     this     ad- 
vantage;  but  you   have    made  it 
impoifime  for  me  not  to  be  fatif- 
£ed."  , 

On  the  14th  inft. -advice  was  re- 
ceived at  Edinburgh,  ilom  William 
Pulteney,  efq.  who  has  inftituted  a 
profeflbrfhip  for  agriculture  in  the 
urdverfity  there,  that  he  had  fixed 
upon  Dr.  Andrew  Coventry  to  fil} 
that  office. 

Lett u res  are  to  be  delivered  an- 
nually.*—The  fubje&s  are,  refpecl- 
ing  the  nature  of  foils  and  manures* 
the  conftruftion  of  implements  cf 
hufbandry,  the  beft  and  molt  fuc-j 
cefsful  known  practices,  the  man- 
ner of  inftitutine  experiments  tqr 
afcertain  the  jerfeci  of  a  practice  in 
any  given  foil  or  climate,  and  the 
beft  manner  of  introducing  or  .train- 
ing fldlful  labourers  and  country 
artificers,  where  thefe  may  be  want- 
ing- 

The  patronage  of  this  inftitution, 

after  the  deceafe  of  the  founder,  U 
veiled  jointly  in,  1.  The  judges  of 
the  courts  of  feflion  and  exchequer  ; 
2.  The  magiftrates  and  town  coun- 
cil of  Edinburgh.  3.  The  univerv 
fity  of  Edinburgh.  One  delegate 
from  each  of  theft  bodies  is  to  meet 
in  a  hall  in  the  univerfity j  and  a 
•majority  determine  the  election,  in 
cafe  of  a  vacancy. 

A  duel  was  fought  at  Muflelbo- 
rough  Links,  near  Edinburgh,  on 
the  14th  inft.  between  fir  -George 
Ramfay,  and  captain  Afccrae;  tnc 

[N  4]  circucu 
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ctrcumftances  ftated  are  precifciy  as 
follows : 

» 

A  fervant  of  fir  George,  keeping 
a  chair  at  the  door  of  the  Edin- 
burgh theatre,  was  ordered  by  capt. 
Macrae  to  remove  it;  on  his  ob- 
jecting, fome  words  enfued,  and  the 
fracas  concluded  in  captain  Macrae's 
chaftifing  the  fervant  very  feverely. 
Meeting  the  next  day  with  fir 
George  Ramfay,  he  infilled  on  his 
difmiflmg  the  man  from  his  fervice. 
This  was  refufed,  "on  the  ground, 
that  whatever  was  the  mifconduct 
of  the  fervant,  he,  hfid  already  re- 
ceived a  fufncient  punilhment. 

A  challenge  was  the  immediate 
confequence  of  this  refufal.  The 
parties  met  on  Muflelborough  Links ; 
fir  George  Ramfay  accompanied  by 
fir  William  Maxwell  of  Moncrief ; 
and  capt.  Macrae  by  Mr.  Hay. 
The  former  fired  firft,  but  without 
effect.  Capt.  Macrae  returned  the 
fire,  and  lodged  his  ball  fo  near  the 
heart  of  his  antagonift,  that  every 
art  to  extract  it  was  fruit] efs.  Sir 
George  languifhed  in  much  agony 
until  Friday  morning,  when  he  ex- 
pired. • 

Thexleceafed  was  a  gentleman  of 
the  mod  amiable  character  and  dif- 

1 

jpofition,  and  had  but  lately  married 
a  beautiful  young  lady,  the  filler  of 
lord  Saltoun. 

,  The  lord  chancellor  com* 

•  ?  mitted  the  rev.  Mr.  Stevens 
to  the  fleet  prifon,  for  carrying  a 
young  lady  of  the  name  of  Jefferies 
to  Gretna-Gree.n,  where  he  was 
married  to  her,  fhe  being  a  ward 
of  the  court  of  chancery.  The  mo- 
ther, aunt,  and  other  relations  and 
friends  of  the  lady,  all  bore  honour- 
able teftimony,  by  their  affidavits, 
to  the  character  of  Mr,  Stevens,  and 
depofed  that  they  approved  of  the 
marriage,  although  it  was  contract- 


ed without  their  privity.  The  la 
chancellor  faiJ,  there  coujd  be  i 
excufe  for  a  clergyman  of  the  efta 
limed  church  carrying  a  ward  of 
court  to  Scotland,  and  there  beirx 
married  by  a  tyackfrnitl).  The  pr*3 
tectiqn  of  the  wards  of  that  colxt 
was  of  great  importance.  His  lord. 
fhip,  however,  paid  due  attention  to 
the  affidavits,  which  he  faid  might 
become  a  fubject  of  future  confide- 
ration. 

Stephano  Apologi,  Antonio       , 
Marini,  and  Jacintha  tarari,  '?   . 
for  the  murder  of  their  companion 
near  Belfon;;  and  Thomas  Hewet 
Mailers,  for  the  murder  of  his  mif- 
trefs's    daughter,    Mary  Loveden, 
cear  Whitechapel,  were  executed 
before  the  debtor's  dopr  at  New- 
gate, purfuant  to   their/   {entente. 
The  three  former;  having  received 
the  Sacrament  according  to  the  ce- 
remonies   of   the   Romifh  church, 
about  fix  o'clock  they  made  a  full 
confeflion  of  the  horrid  deed.    An- 
tonio Marini  (who  profeffed  him-  • 
felf  to  be  the  fon  of  one  of  the  Ve- 
netian noblefle,  and  fpoke  Latin* 
Spanifh,  French,  and  Italian  very 
elegantly  and  fluently)  declared  to 
the  prieil  who  attended  them,  that 
the)-  had  all  agreed   to  kill  their 
comrade  as  he  fleptin  his  bed  two 
nights  before  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted; but  that  he,   Marini,  was 
fo  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  it  on  re- 
flection, that  he  determined  to  a- 
bandon  it,  and  from  that  time  never 
failed  to  pray  fome  hours  each  day, 
that  the  deity  would  ftrengthen  him 
in  this  refolution.    That  at  the  time 
the  murder  was  perpetrated,  he  was 
walking  more  than  a  hundred  yards 
before  them,  when  he  heard  the  de- 
ceafed  cry  aloud,  ft  Antonio— Oh 
Antonio !"     That  he  ran  hack  and 
found   him  lifelefs,   with   on^  arm 

broken, 
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fcroken,  and  his  (kail  fra&ured,  which 
fi«  learnt  was  done  by  Apologi  in 
Jc nocking  him  down;  and  that  his 
tiiroat  was  cut  in   two  places  by 
f? arari  with  a  knife  which  he  had 
borrowed    of   him  that    morning. 
That  he  was  in  great  horror  at  the 
light  of  fuch  afpe&acle!  but  affifted 
in  burying  the  body,  for  fear  of  a 
ciifcovery,  and   that  he  mould   |>e 
deemed  an  acceffary  in  the' murder. 
: Apologi  and  Farari  acknow- 
ledged all  ke  thus  faid  was  ftri&ly 
true.    On   afcending   the   fcafFold, 
Apologi  and  farari  difcovered  great 
rerturbation  or  mind,  and  wept  a- 
fcundantly.     Marmi  deported  him- 
felf  with    more  fortitude,  and  yet 
y/ith  becoming  decency,     Thomas 
Hewet  tyafterg   likewlfe   fhewed  a 
pecon^ng  contrition.     After  a  few 
minutes  Tpenjt  in  devotion  with  their 
refpecltive  minifters-,  the  drop  fell, 
when  they  expiated   (it  is  hoped) 
[heir  offences,  in  the  prefence  of  an 
incredible    number   of    fpettators. 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  their 
bodies  were  cut  down,  and  fent  to 
jttrgeons'  hall  for  diffettion. 

At  Warwick  affizes  a  perfbn  was 
jndi&ed  for  Healing  a  nqrfe.  It 
was  proved,  that  he  hired  the  horfe 
at  London,  to  go  a  frjort  journey  ; 
fhat  he  rode  him  to  Birmingham, 
and  there  fold  him,  and  converted 
the  money  to  his  own  ufe.  Thefe 
pircumitances  were  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  o-f  the  jury ;  who 
brought  in  their  verdidt,  "  guilty 
pffelling  the  horfe."  The  judge 
told  them,  he.  knew  no  law  that 
made  the  felling  a  horfe  a  capital 
crime;  and  feferred  back  to  the 
charge  in  the '  indiclment.  They 
then  laid  their  heads  together  again, 
and,  after  mature  confideration, 
brought  in  their  final  vcrditt,  «  not 
guilty,".  ■  * 


Mr.  Erfkine  on  the  part  of  - 
fir  James  Marriot,  judge  of2^^ 
the  high  court  of  admiralty,  movel 
the  coujt  of  kind's  bench  for  a  cri- 
minal information^  againli  David 
Parry,  efq;  governor  of  the  ifland 
of  Barbadoes,  for  an  infult  offered 
to  fir  James  in  his  character  as  a 
judge.  A  caufe  had  been  tried  in 
the  court  of  admiralty,  in  which  the 
governor  was  concerned,  and,  in 

5iving  judgment  in  that  caufe,  fir 
ames  made  feveral  obfervations  oa 
the  conduct  of  the  governor*  which 
the  governor  refented,  and  called 
upon  fir  James  in  the  cbarnfter  of 
a  gentleman.  The  rule  was  granted. 

But  on  the  8th  of  May,  the  go- 
vernor, by  his  counfel,  fignified  life 
defire  of  apologizing  to  fir  James 
for  his  warmth.  The  apology  was 
accepted ;  the  rule  difcharged. 

Died,  16th,  at  the  houfe  of  a 
relation  near  Paris,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Bayonne,  M.  Bourgelais,  author  of 
fome  very  curious  remarks  on  me-- 
taphyfica^and  hiftorical  chronology. 
He  was  born  a  cripple,  and  fpent 
his  life  in  fludy.  The  various  fyf- 
tems  of  facred  chronology  he  treated 
upon  with  great  ability.  He  was 
well  verfedin  moft  of  the  Europeaa 
languages.  With  all  his  abilities, 
however,  he  exifted  in  the  fhade  of 
poverty. 

At  Philadelphia,  aged  84  ., 
years  and  3  months,  Benjamin  ' 
Franklin,  efq.  LL.D.  and  F.R.S. 
He  was  born  in  1706,  and  brought 
up  in  the  profeffion  of  a  printer ;  in 
which  capacity  he  worked  fome 
years  as  a  journeyman  with  the 
late  Mr.  Watts. 

His  love  of  fcience  can  be  traced 
from  an  early  period.  A  letter  of 
his  to  Sjf  Hans«Sloane,  dated  June 
2,  x 725,  is  printed  in  vol.  L.p.  459, 
of  tie  Gentleman's  Magazine. 
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-He  appeared  Jiere  in  the  line  of  his 
bufinefs;   but  had  procured  letters 
to,  and  was  well  received  by,  Mar- 
tin Folkes,  efq.   afterwards  Prefl- 
dent  of  the   Royal    Society,   and, 
through  him,  was   known  to  Dr. 
Clarke.      In    1735,  Mr.  Franklin 
had  a  fevere  pleurify,  which  termi* 
Dated  in  an  abfeefs  on  the  left  lobe 
of  his  lungs,  and  he  was  then  a!« 
moft  fuflbcated  with   the   quantity 
and  fuddennefs  of  the    discharge. 
A  fecond  attack  of  a  flmilar  nature 
happened  fome   years    after    this, 
from  which  he  foon  recovered,  and 
did  not  appear  to  fufFer  any  incon- 
venience  in    his   refpiration  from 
thefe  difeafes. 

In  1 7  5  9,  he  pnblifhed  "  An  Hiftor 
jical  Review  of  the  Government  of 
Pgnfylvania ;"  and  in  1 760,  "  The 
interefts  of  Great  Britain  confider- 
«d,  with  regard  to  her.  colonies." 
In  1 773.,  he  attracted  the  public  no- 
tice by  a  letter  on  the  duel  between 
Mr.  Whateley  and  Mr.  Temple*-^ 
On  the  29th  of  January,  1774,  he 
was  jbeard  before  the  privy  council, 
on.  a  petition  he  had  long  before 

Jrefeitfed,  as  agent  for  Maflachufets 
ay,  againlt  their  governor,  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  ;  when  the  petition  was 
abruptly  difniifled,  and  Mr.  Frank- 
xJin. removed  from  the  office, of  de- 
puty poilmafler-general  for  the  Co- 
lonies. Previous  to  this  period,  it 
is  a  teftimony.  to  truth,  and  bare 
juftice  to  his  memory,  to  obferve, , 
that  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  a  breach  between  Great 
Britain  and  America;  and  it  is 
perhaps  to  be  lamented  that  his 
counsels  were  difregarded.  He 
irom  this  time  entertained  fo  ardent 
a  refentment,  that  neither  politenefs 
nor  moderation  could  reftrain  the 
moft  pointed  and  bitter  farcafms 
againft  the  conduct  of  England  ia 
jp^xed  companies.     In  the  fummer 


of  1775,  he  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  was  immediately  elected 
one  of  theii  delegates  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congrefs.  In  December 
that  year,  being  now  near  70  years 
of  age,  he  arrived  at  Paris,  and  foon 
after  took  the  houfe.  which  Lord 
Stormont  had  occupied. 

In  February,  1777,  he  had  the 
regular  appointment  of  plenipoten- 
tiary   from   the    Congrefs   to   the 
French  court;   btit  obtained  leave 
ofdiimiflion  in  1780.     His  paflport 
to  Capt.  Cook  bears  date  March 
loth,  1779.     In   1783  he  caufed  a 
medal  to  be  ftruck  to  commemorate 
the  independence  of  America.     July 
24th,  1785,  he  embarked  at  Havre, 
and   on    the   fame   day   landed    at 
Southampton;  whence,  after  a  flight 
refrefhment,'  he  failed  for   Co.ves* 
where  a  veflel  was  ready  to  Convey 
him  to  Philadelphia.'    He  was  re- 
ceived there,  Sept.  15th,  with   uni- 
verfal  acclamation*     The  memories 
of  the  aged  are  not  fuppofed  to  be 
retentive.     Franklin  was  an  excep- 
tion   to    this    rule;    he    acquired 
French  after  feventy;  he  fpoke  flu- 
ently, and  even  (cientifically,  in  that 
language.     In  his  French  embafiy 
Dr.  Franklin  became  the  ton,  the 
fafhionable  topic  of  modifh  cortver- 
fation;   the  ladies  had   hats   a-la~ 
Franklin  \  and  crpwds  of  belles  and 
beaux  often  fluttered  after  him  \x\ 
the  garden  of  the*  Thuilleries. 

The  ftone,  with  which  D r.  F  rank- 
lin  Had  been  affti&ed  for  fevera! 
years,  had  for  the  laft  12  months 
confined. him  chiefly  to  his  bed;  and 
during  the  extreme  painful  parox-  * 
yfms  he  was  obliged  to  take  lauda- 
num, to  mitigate  his  tortures ;  ftill^ 
in  the  intervals  of  pain,  he  not  only 
amufed  himfelf  with  reading,  and 
converting  cheaifully  with  his  fami- 
ly, and  a  few  friends"  who  vifited 
him,    but  was  often  employed  in 

*  doing 
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doing  bufmefs  of  a  public  as  well  as 
private  nature;  and  in  every  in- 
stance diplayed,  not  only  a  readi- 
ngs and  difpoiition  of  doing  good, 
f>,at  the  fulleft  and  cleareft  poueffion 
pf  Ms  mental  abilities.  About  fix- 
teen  days  before  his  death,  he  was 
/eized  with  a  feverilh  indifpofkion, 
without  any  particular  fymptoms 
attending  it  till  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain 
jn  his  left  breaft,  which  increafed 
until  it  became  extremely  acute, 
with  a  cough,  and  laborious  breath- 
ing. In  this  frame  of  body  and 
pind  he  continued  till  five  days  be- 
fore his  deatli,  when  his  pain  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  entirely  left 
him,  and  his  family  were  flattering 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  his 
recovery;  but  an  impofthumatiou, 
which  had  formed  itfelf  in  his  lungs, 
Suddenly  burft,  and  difcharged  a 
great  quantity  of  matter,  which. he 
continued  to  throw  up  while  he  had 
Efficient  ftrength  to  do  it,  but  as 
that  failed,  {he  organs  of  refpi  ra- 
tion became  gradually  opprefled,  a 
calm  lethargic  ftate  fucceeded,  and 
on  the  1 7th  of  April,  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  he  quietly  clofed  a 
long  and  uieful  life.  He  has  left, 
iflue  one  fon,  Governor,  William 
Franklin,  who  was  a  zealous  and 
pftive  loyalift  during  the  late 
revolution,  and  now  refides  in 
London;  and  a  daughter  married 
to  Mr.  Richard  Bache,  a  merchant 
*n  Philadelphia.  To  the  two  latter 
he  has  bequeathed  the  chief  part  of 
his  eftate,  during  their  re/pective 
fives,  and  afterwards  to  be  divided 
equally  among  their  children.  To  his 
gnmdfon, William  Temple  Franklin, 
*fq.  he  leaves  a  grant  of  fome  lands 
jn  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  greateft 
pan  of  his  library,  and  all  his  papers* 
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be  fides  fomething  additional  in  calo 
of  his  marriage.  He  has  alio  made 
various  bequefts  and  donations  to 
cities,  public  bodies,  and  individu^ 
als;  and  has  re  q  netted  that  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph,  which  he  compofed 
for  himfelf  fome  years  ago,  may  be- 
inferibed  on  his  tombftone : 

«  The  body  of 

Ben  1  am ik  Franklin,  Printer,, 

(like  the  cover  of  an  old  book, 

its  contents  torn  out, 
and  ftript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

lies  here  food  for  worms  :     * 
vet  the  work  itfelf  ihall  not  be  loft, 
but   will    (as  he  believed)  appear 

once  more  in  a  new 

and  more  beautiful  edition. 

corrected  and  amended 

by 

THE  AUTHOR." 
Philadelphia  never  displayed  a 
fcene  of  greater  grandeur  than  was 
exhibited  at  his  funeral.  His  re* 
mains  were  interred  on  the  2lftj 
and  the  concourfe  of  people  afiem.- 
bled  on  the  occafion  was  immenfo 
The  body  was  attended  to  the  grav« 
by  thirty  clergymen,  and  men  of  all 
ranks  and*  profeffions,  arranged  in 
the  greateft  order.  All  the  bells  in 
the  city  were  tolled  muffled,  and 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  artillery. 
Nothing  was  omitted  that  could 
mew  the  refped  and  veneration  of 
his  fellow-citizens  for  fe  exalted  a 
character.  The  Congrefs  have  or-*.-, 
dered  a  general  mourning  for  one 
month  throughout  the  United  States,; 
and  the  national  a/Tern bly  of  France 
have  alfo  decreed  a  generaimourn-. 
ing_ of  three  days. 

The  principles  and  qualities  of. 
electricity  were  fcarcely  known  mi 
the  laft  age.  The  eleftric  flaid 
was  barely  mentioned  at  the  end  of 
j)TewBon?3  Optics*    It  was  referved 

'*    foe 
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for  Franklin  to  invefligate  its  pro- 
,  perties ;  and  of  that  branch  of  fcience 
he  may  be  confidered  as  the  father. 
Theory  was  advanced  to  pradli.ee  and 
utility  by  the  invention  of  the  con- 
ductor. Nor  were  his  obfervatioos 
.confined  to  this  fcience.  There 
were  few  fubjects  of  common  utility 
•fspon  which  he  did  not  comment. 


Dog  and  Duck,  the  Circus,  and  the 
other  places  of  public  Entertainment 
in  that  neighbourhood,  wiO  in  con- 
fluence be  without  tie  rules. 

George  Franklin,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  marines,  received  judgment  of 
the  court  of  king's  bench,  for  fend- 
ing a  challenge  to  his  fuperior  ofhV 
cer.-^-He  was  fentenced  to  a  twelver- 


Tradefmen— to  Settlers  in  America 
—on  the  Cure  of  Smoky  Chimnies 
«*— Rules  for  Clubs  and  for  Conven- 
tion— Maxims  to  convert  a  great 
into  a  fmall  Empire,  written  with 
the  caujftic  fpirit  of  Swift,  are  abund- 
ant proofs. 
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none  were  touched  by  him  which  month's  imprifonment  in  the  king's 
he  did  not  improve  and  illuftrate ;  bench  prifon,  and  to  find  fecunt]r 
of  this,  his  Advice  to  Servants—to  for  keeping  the  peace  for  jtwo  years, 
rn— '  r  °  *  himfelfin  jooL  and  two  fec.urities 

in  $ol,  each. 

J  ames  Chapman  wasfcrought  , 
from  Newgate  to  the  court  of  ^ 
King's  Bench,  to  receive  judgment 
for  the  confpiracy  in  carrying-oijf 
the  countefs  of  Strathmore.  He 
was  fentenced  to  be  imprifbhed  in 
Newgate  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
and  du.ing  that  time  to  ftand  once 
in  the  pillory  at  Charing-crofs. 

The  recorder  made  his  re-  , 
port  to  the  king  in  council  of  I4"V 
the  prifoners  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  convi&ed  at  the 
Lafl  feflions,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  the  19th, 
viz.  Thomas  Parker  and  Sophia 
Girton,  for  coining  and  counterfeit- 
ing  thefilver  coin  of  this  realm  call- 
ed a  milling ;  Edward  Humphreys, 
for  robbing  James  Cumberland 
Bentley,  in  the  Strand,  of  a  cam- 
brick  handkerchief;  and  Guinard 
Villon i,  for  ftealing,  in  the  houXe  of" 
James  Daubigny,  an  iron  ^heft  con- 
taining about  2Q0bl.  in  cafh  and 
notes. — The  three  men  were  exer 
cuted  accordingly ;  but  tfye  woman 
has  been  refpited. 

Frith  was  this  morning  - 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  2lft* 
high  treafon,  in  throwing  a  ftone  at 
the  king,  when  in  his  coach,  goings 
to  the  parliament  houfe.—Tlie  jury 
acquitted  him,  being  fktisfied,  by 

the 


fft.  The  Marihal  of  the  Ring's 
Bench  Prifon  having  com- 
plained to  the  court  of  certain  ir- 
regularities, which  he  had  not  pow- 
er to  reprefs,  that  court,  in  order 
to  prevent  thefe  irregularities,  has 
made  the  following  orders : 

Firft— That  no  prifoner,  after  the 
firft  day  of  next  Trinity  term,  fhall 
h:rve  any  rule  for  being  abfent  from 
his  confinement,  for  a  longer  fpace 
than  three  days  during  each  term. 

Secondly— That  the  New  Prifon 
fhall  be  within  the  rules  of  the 
King's  Bench. 

Thirdly— That  the  rules  fhall  be 
circuroicribed  according  to  the  li- 
mits mentioned  in  the  order;  and 
particularly,  that  every  public  houfe 
locally  fituated  within  the  rules, 
fhall  be  confidered  as  without  the 
rules ;  fo  that  every  prifoner  who  is 
feen  at  any  .public  houfe  within  the 
rules,  will  render  the  mar/hal  liable 
to  an  a&i#n  for  an  efcape,-rThe 
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tie  proof  produced,  that  \\e  is  a 
Juatse.  He  was  tried  in  the  moft 
iblemn  manner;  and  the  attorney 
and  folicitor  general  behaved  on  the 
©cufion  with  becoming  humanity*  — 

Great  riots  happened  about  this 
time  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,-  in  comequence  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  the  new  parlia- 
ment *  Colonel  Mafley  being  re- 
turned for  the  county  of  Limerick*  • 
the  mob  inftantly  attacked  him  and 
Jus  friends,  and  it  was  with  difficul- 
ty they  efcaped  with  their  lives. 
They   afterwards    razed    to    the 
ground  the  houfes  of  many  gen- 
the  men  who  voted  /or  him ;  among 
others,  the  beautiful  feat  of  fir  D. 
Burgh,  although  lady  Burgh,  on 
her  knees,  prayed  them  to  fpare  it. 
Mr.  Power,  fon  to  Richard  Pow- 
er, efq.  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  county  of  Waterford,  in  confe- 
rence of  an  eleclion  difpute  with 
captain  Grumbleton    of  the    13  th 
regiment  of  dragoons,  went  out  with 
that  gentleman  on  the  4th  inflant, 
and  was  (hot  dead  on  the  field. 

We  learn  from  New  York,  that 
in  the  reprefentative  houfe  of  the 
united  ftates,  the  report  of  the  fe- 
cretdry  of  the  treafury  was  read  in 
fall  aflembly ;  when  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  debt  of  the  ftates  a- 
mounted,  with  the  intereft  due 
thereon,  to- 25,750,0001.  fterling; 
the  annual  intereft  to  1,320,075  1. 
which  will  be  provided  for  by  the 
propofed  new  duties  on  fpirits, 
wines,  tea,  coffee,  &c.  The  report 
recommended  an  inland  excife, 
which  it  was  judged  would  fully 
eftablifli  the  national  credit. 
.Died,  at  Epfom,  after  a  fhort 
illnefs,  aged  64,  the  Rev.  Martin 
Madarf,  M.  A.  author  of  "  The«. 
lyphthora,"  of  a  late  literal  tranfla-  ' 
tion' of  Juvenal  and  Perfius,  and  of  . 
feveral  other  publications. 


At  his  apartments  in  the  Britifh 
Mufeum,  the  Rev.  Charles  Godfrey 
Woide,  D.D.  F.R.  and  A.SS.  rea- 
der and  chaplain  at  the  Dutch  cha- 
pel in  the  Savoy,  and  one  of  the  af- 
fiftant  librarians  of  the  Britiih  Mu- 
feum; who  publifhed,  in  1779,  m 
grammar  and  lexicon  of  the  Egyp^ 
tian  language,  both  in  quarto,  and 
in  1786  the  famous  Alexandrian 
New  Teftament,  in  folia 

At  Norwich,  in  his  64th  year* 
Ph.  Lloyd,  D.D.  25  years  dean  of 
that  cathedral. 

At  Trinity  college,  Oxford,  • 
aged  62,  the  Rev.  Thomas  2xR* 
Warton,  B.  D.  fenior  fellow  of 
that  college,,  Camden's  reader  of 
antient  hiftory,  poet  laureat  (in 
which  he  fucceeded  the  late  Mr, 
Whitehead  in  1785),  and  formerly 
profeffor  of  poetry  in  that  univer^ 
fity.  His  focial  qualities  had  (ong 
endeared  him  to  the  members  of  his 
own  ibciety,  among  whom  he  con- 
ftantly  refided.  The  brilliancy  of 
his  wit,  thefolidity  of  his  judgment, 
and  the  affability  of  his  temper, 
give,  to  all  who  had  the  happinefs 
of  his  acquaintance  the  moft  poig- 
nant regret  for  his  irreparable  lofs. 
His  literary  productions  have  ren- 
dered him  peculiarly  eminent  as 
an  annotator,  a  biographer,  an  an- 
tiquary, and  a  poet ;  and  he  may  be 
defervedly  confidered  as  the  orna- 
ment, not  only  of  the  univerfity, 
but  of  the  literary  world  at  large. 
Such,  indeed,  was  the  vigour  of  his 
mind,  the  claffical  purity  of  his 
tafte,  the  extent  and  die  variety  of  his 
learning,  that  his  memory  will  be 
for  ever  revered  as  a  profound 
fcholar,  and  a  man  of  true  genius. 
Learning  muft  deplore  him  as  one 
of  her  beft  and  moft  valuable  or* 
naments.  The  .  fame  which  his 
"  Hiftory  of  Englifh  Poetry''  has 
obtained  will  remain, an  immortal 

ornament 
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Grnament  of  his  induftry,  the  cor* 
fectnefs  of  his  judgment*  and  the 
penetration  of  his  underftanding ; 
and  whoever  reads  the  odes  which 
loyalty  dictated  at  two  periods  of 
the  year,  will  (hed  a  tear  when  he 
finds  that  the  benevolence  and  phi- 
lanthropy of  the  monarch  are  no 
longer  to  receive  their  merited  pa- 
negyric ks  from  the  pen  of  a  lover  of 
the  mufes,  who  (corned  to  flatter,  and 
Who  detefled  mercenary  adulation. 

Anthony  Warton,  vicar  of  Qo- 
dalming,  Stfrrey,from  1682  to  17 15, 
jfhd  buried  in  the  chancel  there, 
with  a  monument,  was  fon  of  An- 
thony,  vicar  of  Breamore*  Hants, 
(younger  brother  of  tRe  family  of 
.  Michael   W.  efq.  of  Beverley,  but 
originally  of  Warton-hall,  in   the 
county  of  L^ncafler)  and  was  ad- 
mitted of  Trinity  coUq^c,  Oxford, 
afterwards  became  gentleman-com- 
moner of  Magdalen  collegeHwhere 
he  took  the  degree  of  LL.B   1673.. 
Me  was  the  father  of  Thomas  War- 
ton,  B.  D.  fellc#  of  Magdalen  col- 
lege, Oxford*  and  afterwards  pro- 
feller  of  poetry  in  tftax  univerfity, 
and  vicar  of  Bafingiloke*  Hants,  and 
of  Cobham,  Surrey,  who,  by  Elizat- 
beth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Richardfon,..re&or.of  Dunsfold,  had 
two  fons,  John*  the  prefent  able  and 
/     tyorthy  mailer  of  .Winchefter  fchool, 
find  Thomas,  the  fubjeel  of  this  ar- 
ticle,* and    one     daughter,    Jane. 
Thomas   prpceeded  M.  A.    I7J0; 
fi»D.-   1767;    was  elected  poetry 
profeflbr  Qn  the  death,  of  Hawkins, 
1756,    which  -  he    refigned  before 
1771,-  when  he  was  elected  F.A.S. 
ayd  Camdenia.n  profeflbr,  1785,  Cm 
the  resignation  .of  Dr.   Scott.    In 
l?v68  he  was  prefented  to  the  vka* 
rage  of  Snalfield,  Wilts;  and;  178*, 
to  the  donative  of  Hill  Farrancc, 
Sojd  trick    . 


The  profeflbr's  writings  are* 
"  A  Companion  to  the  Guided 
and  a  Guide  to  the  Companion; 
being  a  complete  fupplement  to  all 
the  accoants  of  Oxford  hitherto 
publifhed,  1^60. 

«  The  Triumph  of  Ifis,  1753/* 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Mafon's  "  liis,an 
Elegy,  1748." 

•«  The  Life  and  Literary  Re- 
mains of  RalphBathurft,  M.  D.  dean 
of  Wells,  and  preJident  of  Trinity 
college*  Oxford,  1761,"  8vo. 

"  The  life  of  fir  Thomas  Pope* 
founder  of  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
1772,"  8vo. 

"  A  Defcription  of  the  city,  col* 
lege,  and  cathedral  of  Whichever, 
without  date  or  name. 

"  Newmarket,  a  Satire," '1751. 
4to. 

InDodfleyVs  collection  we  have 
by  him,  vol.  IV.  p.  253,  "The 
Progrefs  of  Difcontent;"  VI.  258, 
«*  A  Padegyrick  on  Ale;*'  ibid* 
*  The  Pleafures  of  Melancholy." 

His  other  poetical  effuixons  were 
all  collected  together  in  a  fmall  oc- 
tavo, volume*  1777*  ^Q  tbcfe 
ihould  now  be  added  the  odes  writ- 
ten in  the  years  1785,,  6,  7,  and  8, 
fince  his  appointment  to  the  place 
■  of  poet  laureat,  1 785.  Thefe  were 
only  the  lighter  productions  of  Mr. 
W arton's  genius.  Jn  1754,  he 
publifhed  "  Obfer  Vat  ions  on  the 
,  Faerie  Que  one  of  Spenfer,"  which, 
after  he  was  elecled  profeflbr  of 
poetry  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxfbrdi 
he  corrected  and  enlarged,  in  2  vols, 
tamo.  1760.  He  communicated  ma- 
ny excellent  notes  ta  the  voriorunt 
edition  of  Shakefpeare,.  1786.  Buc 
his  chief  uoewvrt  Was*  «*  The  Hif* 
tqry  of  Engiifh  Poetry,  from  the 
clofe  of  the  eleventh  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eighteenth  #en- . 
tury.     To  which  are  prefixed, Tw$ 
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Diflertations,  on  the  Origin  of  Ro- 
mantic Fi&ion  in  Europe*  and  on 
the  introdu&ion  of  Learning  into 
fingland." 

Mr.  W.  engaged,  as  might  natu- 
rally be  expected,  in  the  Rowleian 
controverfy ;  and  his  "  Enquiry  into 
'  the  Authenticity  of  the  Poems  attri- 
buted to  Thomas  Rowley,  1782," 
fames  convi&ion  With  every  unpre- 
judiced mind. 

His  laft  publication  was,  «  Poems 
on  feveral  Occafions,  Eaglilh»  La- 
tin) and  Italian,  with  Traniktions, 
^y  John  Milton ;  with  notes  criti- 
cal and  explanatory,  and  other  il- 
luftrarions,  1785,"  8vo. 

Mr.  Warton's.  "  Hiftory  of  Kid - 
dington  Parifh,"  to  the  reftory  of 
which  he  was  prefented  in  1771,  b^r 
toe  earl  of  Litchfield,  printed  for 
private  ufe,  17^1,  and  afterwards 
made  public,  is  an  admirable  fpeci- 
»en  of  parochial  hiftory,  and  of  his 
general  idea  of  fuch  hiftory,.  which 
Serves  but  to  make  us  .regret  that 
lie  had  not  opportunity  to  execute 
nore  of  fuch  a  plan* 

In  the  afternoon  of  May  27th, 
Mi  remains  were  interred  in...  the 
*nte-chapel  of  Trinity  college,  hear 
AofeofDr.  Huddesford,  their  late 
prefident,  with  the  higheft  acade- 
mical honours*  The  vice  chancel-. 
brx  the  heads  of  houfes,  the  profef- 
few,  and  the  proc~lors,  had  previa 
ouHy  requeued  permiflion  of  shs 
Prefident  and  fellows,  to  attend  the 
fcneral. 

In  digging  Mr,  Warton's  grave, 
tt  the  depth  of  about  fix  feet,  were 
fcond  fome  few  remains  of  a  body, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  inter* 
ftd  with  his  boots  and  other  appa- 
ll .though  they  had  been  evidently 
inclofed  in  a  coffin,  A  girdle- 
takle,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
ttWKU-pie.ee>  was  alfa  dug  up  j  and 


there  were  found  about  the  middle 

• 

of  the  body  fome  fine  filver  thread, 
which  might  probably  have  belong-* 
ed  to  the  fringe  of  the  girdle ;  but 
no  conjectures  can  be  formed  either 
as  to  the  date  or  perfonage. 


JUNE. 

Yefterday  the  feflions  at  the  * 
Old  Bailey  ended,,  when  the  * 
following  convicts  received  fentenco 
of  death,  viz.  Thomas  Hopkins, 
Richard  Turner*  Elizabeth  AfkerA 
Kenry  White,  William  Read,  and 
William  Jenkinfon  ;.  two  were  fen-* 
t^nced  to  be  tranfported  for  four- 
teen years ;  thirty-eight  for  fever* 
years;  five  were  fined,  and  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate;  one  in 
Wood-ftreet  Compter;  four  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell ;  ten  to  bs 
publickly  whipped;  and  thirteen 
were  difcharged  by  proclamation. 

This  being  the  king's  birth       , 
day,  when  h&  majefty  entered  ^    " 
the  5jd  year  of  his  age,  there  waa 
a  very  numerous  and  brilliant  draw*., 
ing-room  at  St.  James's  palace, 

A  duel  was.  lately  fought  at  Brid- 
lington, between  Mr.  Macduff,  cap, 
tain's  clerk  of  the  Racehorfe  flooj* 
of  war,  and  Mr.  Prince,  midfhip- 
man»  in  which  the  latter  was  killed,' 

This    day   the  parliament       , 
was   diflblvcd   by  proclama-         * 

tioru 

During  the  courfe  of  the  . 
two  /  laft  and  of  the  prefent  l  5 ■ 
months,  the  ftreets  of  the  metropo- 
lis were  infelled.  by  a  villain  of  a 
fpecies  that  has  hitherto  been  non- 
defcript*  It  was  hi*  praftice  to  foU 
low  fome  well-dreffed  lady,  whon> 
he  found  unaccompanied  by  a  man, 
and  fometimes  after  ufing  grofc  lan- 
guage, fometimes  without  faying  a 
1  word* 
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word*  to  give  her  a  cut  with  a  fharp    den,  for  the  purpofe  of  commencing 

inftrument  he  held  concealed  in  his    the  election  of  members  to  ferve  iri 

liand,  either  through  her  flays  or    the  enfuing  parliament ;  when  the 

through  her  petticoats  behind.-^-Sc-    right  hon.  lord  Hoodj  and  the  right 

veral  ladies  were  attacked  by  him  in    hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  foon  ap- 

this  manner*  and  feveral  wounded*    peared,  with  a  numerous  retinue, 

and  the  wretch  had  always  the  addrefs    and  were  nominated  as  candidates  j 

.to  efcape  undetected.     At  length,    the  former,  by  captain  Berkeley  * 

cm  the  1 3th  inft.  in  the  afternoon*    the  latter,  by  Mr-  Serjeant  Adair. 

as  Mifs  Porter  was  walking  in  the    And  presently,  totally  unexpected* 

park,   accompanied   by   Mr.   Col-   .Mr;  Home  Tooke  flood  up,  and  af- 

man,  (he  faw  a  man  whom  fhe  in-    ter  a  ihort  fpeech*  nominated  him- 

formed  Mr.  Colman  was  the  per-    felf  as  a  candidate  for  their  choice  5 

Ion  who  had  aflaulted  her  in  the    to   give,  he  faid,  the  electors    of 

toanner  fa  often  mentioned  in  the    Wtfftmirifter  an  opportunity  to  ailert 

aews-papers.  their  independence,  and  not  to  be 

Mr.    Colman   immediately  &!-    bartered  away  by  rhinifterial   in- 

lowed  him*  in  order,  if  poflible,  to    fluence,  or  the  man  of  traiifcendaxit 

£nd  out  his  place  of  abode;  and  in-    abilities;  pledging  himfeff,  at  the 

iftcd  upon  his  going  to  Mifs  For-    fame  time,  to  pay  all  honourable 

ter's  houfe,  where  all  the  Mifs  Por-    expences  attending  the  election. 

ters  declared  they  perfectly   well        Both  thfe  candidates  embraced  the 

tecollected   him   to  be  the  perfon    opportunity    of  vindicating    their 

who  had  afiaulted  them.    He  was    character;  from  any  finiiler  views* 

Confined  in  St.  James's  watch-houfe    and,  p  rote  (ling  to  Hand  each  on  hi$ 

that    night,    and     yefterday    was    own  particular  merit*. 

brought  up  to  the  public  office  in        Being    federally    heard;     about 

JBow-ftreet*  twelve  at  noon  the  poll  commenced* 

The  four  MHs  Porters,  Mifs  Anrt    and  was  not  finally  clofed  till  the 

Froft,  and  the  two  Mifs  Vatighans,    id  of  July  \  when  the    number* 

fwore    pofitively  to    the    prrfoner    were, 

having  affaulted  them  on  two  dif-  •        For  Mr,  Fo*        *        35-*  *> 
fcrent  days,  namely,  the  lord  may-  For  Lord  Hood      -      3217 

cr's  day,  and  the  queen's  birth-  For  Mr.  Home  Took* I  1697 

day»  The  poll   being  declared,    Mn 

The  prifoner's  name  i$  Renwick    Fox,  in  a  ihort  fpeech,  returned  hia 
Williams;  he  was  origmally  edu*    thanks  to  the  electors  for  their  fup-  t 
cated  for  a  dancing-mailer,  but  has    port. 

for  fome  time  followed  the  bufihefs  C apt.  Hood  next  addrefled  the* 
of  artificial  flower-making;  he  was  electors;  and,  for  his  father>  lord 
committed  to  New,  Prifon,  Clerk-  Hood,  exprefled  a  ftrong  fenfe  of 
enwell,  for  further  examination,  gratitude  for  the  return  of  his  lord* 
[See  his  trial  in.  the  Appendix  to  mip  to  reprefent  theni  in  parlia- 
the  Chronicle.]  ment. 

,  The  high  bailiff,  confta-        Mr.  Home  Tooke  aifo  attraaed 

*4tn.    kies>  &c.    0f  Weftminfter,    the  attention  of  the  populace  by  4 

proceeded  to  the  huftings  before  the    very  patriotic  harangue,  in  which 

portico  of  St.  Paul's,  Covent  Gar-    he  complimented  thofe  worthy  in- 

6  dependent 
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dependent  electors,  who  had  gene- 
rouily  fupported  his  caufe,  the  caufe 
of  the  people,  which  he  fhould  ever 
maintain  whilft  he  had  a  milling 
left. 

1      The  heat  of   the  weather 

'  was  more  intenfe  than  is  com- 
monly felt  in  the  Weft  Indies.  In 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer  the  mer-. 
cury  role  to  8o°,  arid  was  fucceeded 
in  many  places  by  ftorms  of  thun- 
der and  lightning  that  \yere  very 
deftruftive,  particularly  in  its  courfe 
to  the  fouthweftward.  At  YeoVil 
a  man  was  torn  to  pieces1  by  the 
lightning.  At  Upway,  in  Dorfet- 
fhire,  a  dairy-houfe  was  burned 
down.  And  at  Wincanton,  Frome, 
and  Bradford,  the  ftorm  was  very 
alarming. 

,  A    duel  *  was  fought  be- 

*  '  tween  capt,  Harvey  Afton 
and  lieut.  Fitzgerald  of  the  60th 
regiment  of  foot.  The  caufe  of  the 
difpute  happened  at  Ranelagh,  but 
fo  long  before  the  challenge,  that 
it  was  imagined  all  idea  of  hoftility 
had  ceafed.  A  field  belonging  to 
Chalk-lodge  farm,  near  Hampftead, 
was  the  chofen  fpot,  and  break  of 
day  the  time  appointed.  Lord 
Charles  Fitzroy  was  fecond  to  capt. 
Afton ;  and  Mr.  Wood  was  fecond 
to  lieut.  Fitzgerald.  v  Ten  yards 
was  the  ground  meafured ;  and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  had  the  firft  fire.  He 
retted  his  piftol  on  his  left  arm,  and 
took  aim  accordingly.  The,  ball 
took  a  direction  fo  as  to  glance  on 
Mr.  Afton*s  wrift,  and  paffed  from 
thence  under  his  right  cheek-bone, 
and  through  the  neck.  On  receiv- 
ing this  wound,  capt.  Afton  called 
to  his  antagonift,  "  Are  you  &tif- 
fied?"  the  anfwer  returned  was, 
"  I  am  fatisfied,"  Mr.  Afton  then 
retired  from  the  ground,  and  was 
aMed  to  his  carriage.     Happily 
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the  wound  is  not  likely  to  prove 
mortal. 

Died,  at  Kingfwood  near  Bath, 
aged  101,  Mary  Rofe. 

AtFintry  Mill,  Edinburgh,  aged 
1 13/ John  Buchanan.     He  retained 
all  his  faculties. 
'  At  Dundee,    aged    107,   James 
Peters,  a  travelling  packman. 


JULY. 

In  confequence  of  a  difpute  , 
which  happened  during  the  3  * 
election  at  Guildford,  Mr.  John 
Alcock  (nephew  to  fir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey)  called  upon  Mr.  Sewell;  and 
they  met,  at  feven  o'clock  this 
morning,  in  a  field  behind  Kilbufn 
Wells;  the  former  attended  by 
capt.  Burnell,andthe  latter  by  capt. 
Newgell.  As  foon  as  they  had 
taken  their  ground,  they  both  fired 
together,  without  effedl.  .  Mr.  Sew- 
ell's  fecond  piftol  went  off  acci- 
dentally, and  the  ball  lodged  in  His 
own  foot.  Mr.  Alcock  then  fired, 
*and  his  ball  paffed  through  the  (kin 
of  Mr.  Sewell's  coat.— The  feconds 
interpofed,  and  the  aftair  termi- 
nated to  mutual  fatisfadlion. 

A  young  whale,  of  the  Greenland 
{pedes,  was  found  this  evening 
among  the  rocks  near  Liverpool. 
It  meafured  18  feet  6  inches  ia 
length,  and  10  feet  4  inches  in  cir- 
cumference in  the  largeft  part.  It 
had  been  left  on  more  by  the  tidei 
and  was  nearly,  dead  when  difcor 
vered. 

6th  ^zs  commencement  day  at 
Cambridge.  On  the  preced- 
ing evening  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Glouce'fter  arrived  at  Tri- 
nity Lodge;  and  the  next  morning 
was  waited  upon  by  the  vice  chan- 
cellor, noblemen,  beads  of  houfes, 
[O]  N         decafs, 
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do&ors,  profeflbrs,  &c.  in  their  re- 
fpective  robes,  who  conduced  him 
to  the  fenate-houfe,  where  his  royal 
highnefs  prince  William  Frederick, 
being  introduced  by  Mr.  Manfet 
the  public  orator,  was  admitted  to 
the  degree  of  mailer  of  arts,x 

The  company  afiembled  upon  the 
occafion  was  exceedingly  numerous : 
among  others  prefent  were  Mr. 
JPitt,-  the  marquis  of  Huntley*  earl 
of  Eufton,  earl  of  Hardwicke,  lord 
CJeorge  Thynne,  biftiop  of  Ely, 
mafter  of  the  rolls,  &c. 

The  junction  of  the  Birmingham 
and  Coventry  canals  being  comV 
pleated,  boats  are  preparing  to  pafs 
twice  a  week  between  London  and 
Birmingham.  T^he  eftablifhment  of 
w.£Ter-carriage  between  places  that 
have  fuch  an  extenfive  trade,  muft 
greatly  affift  the  commercial  interells 
of  the  kingdom. 

In  a  peat-bog  at  Donnadea,  near 
the  feat  of  fir  Fitzgerald  Aylmer* 
bart.  was  lately  difcovered  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  fome  Irifti  chieftain,  at 
the  depth  of  fcventeen  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  ground.-- rIn  it 
they  found  a  coffin,  10  feet  4  inches 
in  length,  containing  a  fkeletOn 
8  feet  if-  in  lengthy  wkh  a  fpear 
7.  feet  long  by  the  fide  of  it;  but' 
the  handle  mouldered  away,  when 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  touched. 
There  were  befides  in  the  coi^n 
two  fmall  urns  of  hrafs,,on  which 
were  engraven  the  figures  of  the 
fun  and  moon,  of  exquifite  wdrk- 
manfhip,  though  ver£  antique.  This 
"fepulchre  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
built,  and  the  coffin  depofited  in  it, 
before  the  introduction  of  Chriftia^ 
nity  into  Ireland. 

Two  duels  have  lately  been 
fought  near  Dublin ;  one  between 
two  lieutenants  of  the  56th  regi- 
ment  of  foot;  and  the  other  between 


a  gentleman  of  Rathfarnham  ancf 
his  attorney.  No  life  was  loll  in 
either ;  but  one  .  of  the  parties 
in  each  rencontre  was  feverely 
wounded. 

This  day  the  feffions*  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey  ended,  when  one 
capital  convict  viz.  John  Dyer,  for 
forgery,  received  fentence  of*  death. 
At  this  feffion,  John  Stymack  was 
indicted,  upon  the  profecution  of 
his  own  father,  for  felony.— Adam 
Stymack,  the  father,  faid,  his  fon 
had  often  robbed  him,  and  he  felt 
himfelf  under  the  painful  neceffity 
of  bringing  him  before  the  court,, 
to  fave  him,  if  he  could*  from  the 
gallows. 

At  this  feffion  was  tried  alfo  Ro- 
bert Jaques,  for  a  mifdemeanor,  in 
having  entered  into  a  confpiracy, 
with  one  .Stanley  and  others,  a- 
gainft  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  pri- 
fon,  by  having  the  faid  Stanley  ar- 
retted for  a  fidlitious  debt  of  800  k 
and  afterwards  affilting  him  to  make 
his  efcape.  He  was  convi&ed  on 
the  clearelt  evidence;  and  the  crime 
appeared  fo -heinous,  that  the  judge 
pronounced  fentence  upon  him  with 
peculiar  energy  :  "  Robert  Jaques, 
you  have .  been  convicted  of  the 
blackeft  crime  that  ever  came  be- 
fore' a  court  of  juftice  under  the 
denomination  of  a  mifdemeanor,  &c. 
&c. :  therefore  the  fentence  of  the 
court  is,  That  you  be  imprifoned  in 
.his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate  for 
three  years,  and  that,  during  that 
time,  you  do  ftand  in  and  on  the 
pillory  for  one  hour,  between  twelve 
and  three  in  the  day-time,  at  the 
Royal  Exchange." 

'This  evening,  two  young  , 

gentlemen,  having  engaged  ' ' 
a  boat  at  Vauxhall  to  take  them,  to 
London  Bridge;   about  twelve  at 
night,  when  they  entered  the  boat, 

they 
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they  found  another  man  in  it  be-  If  caufes  like  this  were  fuccefsful, 

Xdes  the  waterman,  who,  pretend-  the  condition  of  a  hufband  would 

lag  only  to  want  to  crofs  the  water,  be  miferable  indeed ;  for  every  in- 

wa$  permitted  to  remain :  but,  after  continent  wife,  after  deferting  her 

a  Ihort  time,  he,  with  the  affiftance  hufband,  would  call  upon  him  to 

of  the  waterman,  dragged  the  young  defray  the  expences  of  a  life  of  in- 

gendemen  aihore,  and  robbed  them  famy  and  proftitution.     The  plains 

of  their  watches  and  money.  tiff  was  non-fuited.   The  judge  faid, 

j       The  election  of  a  common  the  law  was  clear  on  this  Fubject. 

'  ferje^nt  came   on ;   and   Mr.  If  a  man  turned  his  wife,  out  of 

Sylvefter  being  the  only  candidate,  doors,  whoever  received  her  into 

after  fome  converfation  concerning  his  Tioufe   might  bring   an   action, 

the  duties  of  his  office,  was  unahi-  and  recover  the  fum  expended  for 

moufly  chofen  durisg  fleafure.     But  her  neceffary  maintenance;   but  if 

this  being  thought  inconfiftent  with  fhe  elopes,  he  is  not  liable  to  any 

the  nature   of  his   office,   part   of  debts  fhe  may  contract, 

which,  is  to  aft  as  a  judge  in  the  Cafe  2.    An  indictment  preferred 

jirft  criminal  court  in  the  kingdom,  by  the  relations   of  the  late   earl 

-kwas*refcinded  next  court-day.  Cowper  againft  Edward  Topham, 

'the  following  cafes  were  lately  efq.  proprietor  of  "  The  World," 

!&cided    in    the  court   of  king's-  for  a  libel,  which  appeared  in  that 

bench.  paper  on  the  1 7th  of  February  laft, 

Cafei.  Brown  againft  Allen.—  againft  the  late  earl  Cowper. 
This  action  was  brought  to  recover  Mr.  Erfkine,  on  the  part  of  the 
a  large  fum  for  the  board,  lodging,*  profecution,  admitted  that  the  de- 
and  maintenance  of  the  defendant's  fendant  was  only  refponfible  in  his 
wife.  relative  fituation  as  proprietor  of  the 
*  On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it  paper;  in  which  character,  how- 
was  proved,  that  the  defendant's  ever,  he  muft  be  anfwerable  for 
wife  had  lodged  and  boarded  three  every  thing  inferted  in  it,  even 
,  years  in  the  houfe  of  the  plaintiff,  though  it  was  without,  his  know- 
diiring  which  time  he  had  provided  ledge ;  and,  he  faid,  this  libel  was 
her  with  money  to  buy  clothes ;  the  more  unjuftifiable,  as  it  flander- 
th*t  fhe  came  to  his  houfe,  as  he  ed  the  character  of  a  perlpn  de- 
onderftood,  in  confequence  of  the  91  ceafed,  and  therefore  incapable  of 
treatment  fhe  had  received  from  her  protecting  his  own  reputation, 
hufband,  who  had  forcibly  turned  Mr,  Topham's  property  in  the 
her  out  of  doors.  paper  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt ; 
%  The  counfel  for  the  defendant  and  the  charge  fuppofed  to  be  li- 
ave  a  quite  different  account,  bellous  was  contained  under  the 
This  cafe,  he  faid,  was  marked  with  title  of  w  Memoirs  of  Earl  Cow- 
the  greateft  enormity  that  ever  dif-  per ;"  in  which  it  was  faid,  that, 
graced  a  court ;  that  the  defendant's  while  at  Venice,  and  in  Italy,  he 
wife,  without  any  caufe,  eloped  led  a  very  diffipated  life, 
from  his  houfe,  and  deferted  her  Mr.  Mingay,  counfel  for  the  de- 
three  infant  children,  and  ever  fince  fondant,  obferved,  that,  however 
ived  in  adultery,  and  had  even  at  honourable  the  motives  might  be  of 
™es  gone  by  tke  plaintiff's  name,  the  relations  of  earl  Cowper,  who 
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preferred  the  indi&ment,  yet  he 
thought  there  ought  to  be  fome 
meafure  to  their  vengeance.  They 
had  firli  profecuted  the  printer,  who  , 
had  let  judgment  go  by  default; 
the  author  was  then  offered  to  them, 
and  yet  they  were  not  fatisfied : 
bat  the  defendant,  though  totally 
ignorant  of -the  bufmefs,  muft  be 
dragged  forward  to  be  made  a  fa- 
crifice  at  the  immaculate  tomb  ©f 
earl  Cowper.  The  jury,  after  fome 
confid-'ration,.  found  the  defendant 
guilty. 

The  counfel  for  the  defendant 
took  two  exceptions :  r.  That  the 
charts  could  not  be  a  libel,  becaufe 
it  defamed  no  one  perfon  living. 
2.  That  the  defendant,  as  proprie- 
tor, could  not  be  anfwerable,  unlefs 
it  was  proved  that  he  knew  of  the 
irifertion- ' 

Died,  at  his  houfe  in  Argyle- 
Street,  after  two  hours  illnefs,  ma- 
jor-general William -Roy,  deputy 
quarter- mailer-general,  colonel  of 
the  30th  regiment  of  foot,  furveyor- 
general  of  the  coafts,  F.R.  and 
A.  SS.  He  was  trani'a&ing  bufoiefs 
at  the  war-office  till  eight  o'clock 
the  preceding  evening.  While  co- 
lonel of  artillery,  he  and  his  engi- 
neers, under  colonel  Watfon,  in  the 
winter  of  1746,  made  an  adlual 
furvcy  of  Scotland,  which  goes  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's Map,  on  a  very  .large 
fcale,  moft  accurately  pointing  out 
every  -the  fmalleft  (pot,  with  the 
Roman  camps,  &c.  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  ordnance-office.  He 
reduced  it,,  and  engraved  a  few  for 
prefents,  under  the  title  of"  Mappa 
Britanniae  Septentrionalis  facies  Ro- 
jnana  fecundum.  fulem  monumento- 
-  rum  perveterttm  depicla  ex.  Rkardo 
Corinenfi,  monacho  Weftmonaiterii, 
-emendata*  k  JW€tt}ttW*bitf  geQHlS* 


tricis  atque*  aftyonomicis  obferVH*^ 
tionibus  accom'modata.  J-  Chee- 
vers,,fc."  a  iingle  meet,.  18  inches 
by  23I ;  drawn  by  colonels  Watfon 
and  Roy,  and  called  the  King's 
Map.  Jt  has  many  camps,  a  good 
number  of  Roman  names,  a  few 
modern  ones  of  towns,  and .  all  the 
rivers  and  hills  properly  laid  down. 
His  experiments  to  obtain  a  rule 
for  meafuring  heights  with  baro- 
meters may  be  feen  in  the  "  Philo- 
sophical T  ran  factions,"  vol.  IxviLj 
his  curious  account  of  the  meafure- 
ment  of  a  bafe  on  Houjiflow  Heath, 
in  vol.  Ixxv.  for  which  he  was  com- 
plimented with  the  Copley  medal ;. 
his  account  of  the*  mode  propofed  to 
be  followed  in  determining  the  re- 
lative fituations  of  the  royal  obfer- 
vatories  of  Greenwich  and  Paris* 
in  vol.  lxxviii.  By  command  of  his 
majefty,  he  had  lately  undertaken, 
and  had  juft  completed,  a.  moil  cu- 
rious, accurate,  and  elaborate  fet  of 

*  trigonometrical  experiments  and  ob- 
servations to  determine  the  true  and 
exalt  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
two  royal  obfervatories  of  Green- 
wich and  Paris;  an  account  of 
which,  ill u  ft  rated  by  tables  com- 
puted from  actual  meafurements  (to 
take  which,  his  majefty  had  furnifh- 

1  ed  him  with  fome  very  expenfive 
trigonometrical  inflnuments),  he  had 
drawn  up  and  prefented  to  the  royal 
fociety,  and  was.  fuperintending  the 
printing  of  it  in  their  **  Tranfac- 
tions"  at  the  tiirie  of  his  death. 

At  Edinburgh,  Adam  Smith,  efq. 
LL.D.  and  F.R.S.  of  London  and 
Edinburgh,  one  of  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  cufloms  in  Scotland,  and 
formerly  profeflbr  of  moral  philo- 
fophy  in  the  univerlity  of  Glafgow, 

.  which  he  gave  up  to  travel  with  the 

prefent  duke  of  Buccleugh.      In 

.1759  foe  puhliihed  "The  Theory 

of 
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^f  Moral  Sentiments,"  Svo ;  and 
in  .1776,  "The  Wealth  of  Nations," 
2  vols.  4to. 

In  Newgate,  the  Rev,  Mr. Withers, 
confined  there  ever  fince  November 
laft,  for  a  libel  on  Mrs.  Fitzher- 
bert. 


AUGUST. 

An  uncommonly  dreadful  and 
deftruftive  ftorm  has  fallen,  on  the 
30th  of  July,  at  Monymuck,  the 
feat  of  fir  Archibald  Grant,  and  its 
neighbourhood.  About  ten  o'clock 
•in  the  morning  the  fky  was  overcait, 
and  a  thick,  dark  cloud  fettled  to 
the  eallward.  Some  flafhe*  of  light- 
ning foon  appeared,,  which  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  dreadful  clap  of  thun- 
der, that  feemed  to  burft  juft  over- 
head, and.  then  to  roll  along  for 
fome  minutes  in  a  direction  from 
north  to  fouth.  This  affrighting 
clap  was  fucceeded  by  feveral  o- 
thers,  before  the  clouds  rent,  and 
let  fall  fuch  (bowers  of  ice  and  hail, 
as  no  man  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  ever  witnefs  to  before. 
The  hail  was  of  the  fize  of  a  mufltet- 
ball,  with  an  angular  point  gene- 
rally, and  .cut,  or  rather  crulhed, 
every  thing  they  fell  upon.  The 
potatoes,  turneps,  and  greens  of 
every  kind  growing  in  the  gardens, 
were  laid  flat  and  covered  with  its 
weight,  which  in  fome  places  lay 
three  feet  deep.  On  that  day  fir 
Archibald  Grant  filled  his  ice-houfe; 
though,  what  is  remarkable,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  winter,  he 
was  unable  to  colled  a  quantity  of 
fnow  fuliicient  for  the  purpofe.  Jt 
is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  general 
confternation  of  the  country  people 
on  this  occafion.  Some  feared  for 
their  fheep  and  cattle  ;  fome  for 
ihcmfeVes  and  children,  left  they 


lhould  all  be  fmothared  together  in 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes;  while 
others  trembled,  thinking  the  great 
day  come,  when  ail  things  were  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  world  de- 
llroyed  by  fire. 

The  important  event  of  open- 
ing the  Forth  *and  Clyde  navigar 
uon  from  fea  to  fea  took  place,  on 
the  28th  of  the  laft  month,  by  the 
failing  of  a  track-barge  from  the 
bafon  of  the.  canal  near  Glafgow  to 
the  river  Clyde  at  Bowling  Bay, 
defcending  thereby  J50  feet.  In 
the  courfe  of  her  voyage  me  pafled 
along  that  ftupendous  aqueduct  over 
the  Kelvin,  a  new  object  to  pafien- 
gers  below,  exhibiting  a  N  veffel  na- 
vigating 70  feet  over  their  .heads. 

The     following    are    the    fums 
bought  by  the  commifiioners  for  re- 
ducing the  natitnal  debt. 
Coniol.  3  per  cent.   £.3,509,800 
Reduced  ditto       r       1,540,700 
Old  South  Sea        -        994,900 
New  ditto       -  .       -       725,500. 
t  jSqiuh-$ea,  1.75/       -       227,000 

5>997>9°°  J 

Fiancis  Eontorv,  one  of  the  , 
clerks  in  the  3  per  c$nt.  bank  ^  ' 
annuity  office  at  the,  bank  of  Eng- 
land, was'  brought  -before  William 
Addingtpn,  efq.  at  the  public  office 
in  Bow  Street,  and  underwent  a 
long  examination.  He  was  charged 
on  the  oaths  of  William  Edwards, 
efq.  accomptant  -  general  of  the 
bank,  John-  Beard,  and  Robert 
Hands,  .for  knowingly  and.  wi' fully 
uttering,  forging,  and  counterfeit- 
ing the  name  of  William  Baker,  a? 
the.  proprietor  of  a  Awn  of  550/.  in 
the  3  per  cent*  annuity,  and  thereby 
transferring  the  faid  fum  of  550/, 
and  receiving,  or  endeavouring  t<& 
receive,  trie  fame,  as  his  own  pro- 
perty, with  an  intent  to  cheat  and 
defraud  the  governor  'and  company 
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of  the  bank  of  England.  The  fa& 
being  clearly  proved,  he  was  fully 
committed  to  New  Prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  for  trial,  and  the  parties 
bound  over  to  profecute.  He  has 
been  a  clerk  in  the  bank  near  twenty 
years,  and  bore  the  beft  #f  charac- 
ters. « 

Same  morning,  at  half  paft  feVen 
o'clock,  John  Dyer, 'for  f<5rgery,  was 
brought  out  of  Newgate,  and,  after 
the  ufual  folemnities,  was  executed 
before  the  debtors  gate  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  purfuant  to  his  fentence. 
He  was  only  22  years  of  age,  and 
was  brought  up  at  Weftminfter- 
ichool. 
-  oth         Parliament  met,  and  was 

prorogued  to  the  12th    of' 
P&ober. 
g  ,  Mr.  Powell,  the  celebrated 

#x  pedeftrian;  arrived  in  Lon- 
don from  York.     He  fet  out  on  the 
2 2d  from  the  monument  in  London 
to  walk  to  York  and  back  again  in 
five  days  and  eighteen  hours,  which 
is  the  fame  time  he  performed  this 
journey    in    the   year    1773;   the 
wager  10  guineas  to  13.    On  Mon- 
day night    he   reached    Stamford, 
where  he  flept ;  on  Tuefday  night,  at 
twelve,  he  reached  Dbncafter,  and 
arrived  in  York  at  25  minutes  after 
one  on  Wednesday  noon  j  fet  out  on 
his  return   a  quarter  after  four   in 
the  afternoon,  reached  Ferrybridge 
that  evening,  pafled  through  Don- 
cafter  at  eight  o'clock  on  Thurfday 
morning,  and  arrived  at  Grantham 
in  the  evening,  where  he  flept ;  at 
five  o'clock  on  Friday  morning  he 
feurfued  his  journey,  and  arrived  at 
Bigglefwade    that   evening,  where 
he  alio  flept ;   fet  out  at  half  pail 
four  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  arrived  at  the  monument  at  ten 
minutes  paft  four  in  the  afternoon 
(being  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes 


within  the  time),  amidft  the  acclaT 
mations  of  a  vaft  concourfe  of  pco-r 
pie, 

Mr.  Spellard,    for   many  year* 
quarter  -  matter    in    the    16th    (or 
queen's)  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
known  by  the  name  of  Burgoyne's, 
and  who  was  captured  with    that 
general    and    lord    Cornwajlis    in 
America,  has  lately  arrived  at  Bof? 
ton  from  Gibraltar;  and  i*  an  in- 
flance  of  the  good  effects  that  walk- 
ing has  upon  die  heaith.    This  gen- 
tleman is  confidered  as  one  of  the 
firft  walkers  in  Europe— he  has  late- 
ly walked  through  every  county  in 
England     and     Ireland,     through 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  Barbary  States, 
particularly  from  Tangier*  to  Me- 
quinez  and  Fez  in  Morocco,  and 
through  the  Arabs  country ;  he  has 
alfo  walked  about  790  miles  fince 
he  arrived  in  America. 

Died,  in  Ruffia,  aged  31,  James 
Trevenen,  efq.  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Britifh  navy,  and  a  poft-captain  ir^ 
the  Ruffian  fervice,  In  the  a&ioti 
with  the  Swedifh  fleet  off  Wyburg, 
en' the  4th  of  July,  he  carried  a  com- 
modore's pendant,  and,  after  hav- 
ing gallantly  diftinguifhed  himfelf, 
was  mortally  wounded  by  the  laft 
fliot  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  died 
on  the  9th.  He  was  a  native  of 
Cornwall,  and  of  a  very  refpe&able 
family  in  that  county.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  royal  academy 
of  Portfmouth;  and  in  the  year 
1776  embarked  as  a  midfhipman 
with  capt.  Cook,  on  his  laft  voyage 
to  the  South  Seas,  In  taking  aftro- 
nomical  obfervations,  and  furveying 
the  various  coafts,  he  proved  a3 
able  affiftant  to  that  great  naviga- 
tor, who  juftly  confidered  him  as  a 
young  gentleman  of  ample  promife 
to  do  honour  to  the  fervice  and  to 
*"        "  hi* 
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lis  country.    On  his  return  from  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  him, 
that  expedition,  in  1780,  he  was  his  death  is  deeply  diftrefling ;  and 
promoted  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich  to  his  country  the  lofs  of  fo  accom- 
tothe  rank  of  lieutenant;  in  which  pliihed  an  officer  will  not  eafily  be 
capacity  he  failed,  till  the  conclufion  repaired, 
of  the  war,  with  capt.  Kin&,  who  At  his  head-quarters  in          , 
[      Ui  the  htgheft  efteem  and  friend-  Moravia,  of  a  fever,  in  con-       *  *** 
Up  for  him.     Being  impatient  of  fequence  of  an  operation  he  under- 
an  inactive  life,  in  the  year  1787  he  went  for  an  obftru&ion  in  the  ure- 
iblkited  employment  of  lord  Howe,  thra,  Field-marfhal  Laudohn,  corn- 
then  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty;  mander  in  chief  of  the   Auftrian 
tot,  unfortunately  for  the  naval  fer-  forces.    His  impatience  under  the 
Vice  of  this  country,  his  application  medical  applications,  the  impetuous 
|iroved    ineffe&ual.      This   refufal  ardour  of  his  character,  and   the 
induced  him  to  xlraw  up  a  plan  of  knowledge,  above  all,  of  his  irn- 
^ifcovery,  and  a  propoial  for  open-  portance  in  the  war,  contributed  to 
ing  an  intercourse  by  fea  between  irritate  his  mind,  and  promote  the 
ILamtfchatka  and  Japan,  and  the  violence  of  the  fever.     He  refilled 
northern  parts   of   China  ;   which  the  application  of  cataplafms,  before 
was  laid    before    the    emprefs    of  and  after  the  incifions  were  made. 
Raffia,  and  fb  well  approved  of  by  with  a  fatal  obftinacy,  which  raifed 
ler,  £hat  flae  immediately  fent  an  the  inflammation  to  fuch  an  height, 
officer  exprefs  to  invite  him  over  to  that  he  expired  under  the  acceffion 

xarry  it  into  execution.    He  arrived    of  the  fever. He   was  born  in 

at  Peterlburgh  the  latter  end  of  1716;  was  a  native  of  Livonia; 
1787;  but  the  war  with  the  Turks  and  defcended  from  a  Scottifh  fa- 
breaking  out,  put  a  Hop  to  the  in-  mily. 

tended  expedition,  and  he  was  pre-  , 

vailed  upon  to  accept  the  command  ~    ■"■—————— — -— 

„of  a  fhipof  the  line.    In  the  various  SEPTEMBER, 
engagements  that  hav£  taken  place 

in  the  Baltic,  fin ce  the  commence-  rrr    p            We  have  at  length  had, 

ment  of  hoftilities  between  Ruffia  «  -j*    'in  the  perfon  of  Prince 

and  Sweden,  he  has  borne  a  very  *  '    *    Pbninlki,   Grand    Trea- 

aftive  part,  and  fyas  been  honoured  furer  of  the  Crown,  a  fhiking  in- 

with  repeated  marks   of  the   em-  fiance  of  the  inilability  of  fortune, 

prefs's  favour-;   and  doubtlefs,  had  or  more  properly  fpeaking,  of  the 

he  lived,  would  foon  have  arrived  certain  retribution  which  fooner  or 

at  the  firfl  rank  in  her  fervice.     He  later  awaits  thofe  who  build  their 

was  a  man  of  ftrong  natural  abili-  own  greatnefs  at  the  expenceof  the 

tics,  greatly  improved  by  cultiva-  reputation  of  their  country.     It  is 

tion ;  and  pofTeffed  a  high  fenfe  of  unneceflary  to  recount  either  the  un- 

honour,  and   a  liberal  enlightened  limited  power  he  pofTefTed   at  the 

mind.     To  the  manly  courage,  and  famous  Diet  of  Delegation,  of  whicii 

the  open    generofity  of   a  Britifli  he  was  Marfhall,  and  of  the  Divi- 

frilor,  he  united,  in  an  eminent  de-  fion  of  Poland,  or  the  criminal  pro- 

gree,  the  education  and  the  man-  cefs  inftitute4  againft  him,  after  an 

wrs  of  a  gentleman.   To  thofe  who  interval  of  fixtecn  years,  for  having 

[04]  « 
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at  the  above  period  betrayed  ( owing} 
to  perfonal  views)  the  deareft  in- 
terefts  of  the  ftate.  The  bufinefs, 
it  was  thought,  would  by  degrees 
have  died  away,' but  was  on  a  fud- 
den  refucied  again  j  and  on  the  re- 
.fumption  of  it  at  the  feffion  cf  the 
Diet  of  the  10th  ult.  very  ftrong  de- 
bates took  place.  The  Grand  Trea- 
surer, forefeeing  the  remit  of  them, 
refolved  tp  avoid  the  confequences 
of  it  by  a  fecond  flight ;  and  though 
releafed  for  the  firft  offence  on  his 
parole,  he  fecretly  quitted  Warfaw 
on  Sunday  the  39th  of  laft  month, 
"but  was  met  on  the  road  by  the  fame 
Captain  who  guarded  him  the  firft 
time  he  made  his  efcape,  and  who 
was  near  paying,  fe  very  dear  for 
it.  This  officer  met  him  fifteen 
leagues  from  this  place,  feized  him, 
and  brought  him,  back  to  Warfaw. 
This  day  the  delinquent  was  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Diet, 
which  was  afTerhbled  on  Sat«r4ay 
and  Sunday  laft,  from  the  morning 
till  late  at  night.  The  fentence, 
which  was  read  to  him,  declares  him 
.*'  a  traitor  to  bis  country"  of  courfe 
diverted  of  his  nobility,  dignities, 
functions,  and  employments;  con- 
demns him  to  be  ftripped  of  the  or- 
ders, with  which  he  has  been' deco- 
rated ;  that  he  fhall  quit  Warfaw 
within  twenty- four  hours,  and  the 
'country  within  four  weeks;  after 
which,  any  Judge  or  Jurifdidion, 
who  finds  him  on  the  territory  of 
the  Republic  may  arreft  him,  and 
puniih  him  with  death.  Prince  Pp- 
ninfki,  who  heard  the  judgment 
pronounced  at  the  bar  of  the  tribu- 
nal, muft  further  fubmit  to  the  de- 
grading mortification  of  affifting  at 
its  publication  before  all  the  people 
aflembled  on  the  fquare  before  the 
Town-hall,  where  the  infignia  of 
the  orders  with  which  he  has  been 


decorated  are  to  be  torn v from  hiro* 

and  from  whence  he  is  afterwards 
to  be  conduced  through  the  princi- 
pal ftreets,  accompanied  by  a  criT 
er,  who  is  to  proclaim,  "  Such  is 
the  fate  of  traitors  to  their  country/' 
However,  the  punifhment  of  t*e, 
culprit  will  be  perfonal,  and  will 
not  afteft  his  confort,  children,  bror 
thers,  or  any  of  bis  family  or  po£ 
terity. 

At  the  Old  Bailey,  Barring-  , 
ton  was  put  to  the  bar,  indict-  ^  * 
ed  for  itealing  a  gold  watch,  the 
property  of  H.  H.  Town-fend,  efq. 
at  Enfield  races.  He  was  very 
genteelly  drefTed.  He  challenged 
one  of  the  jury,  a  Mr.  Mift,  pe- 
remptorily, which  was  allowed. 
Mr.  Townfend  gave  a  very  clear 
and  decifive  evidence  of  his  loftng 
the  watch  from  his  waiftcoat  pocket 
— that  as  he  was  leading  his  horfe 
to  the  poft,  fome  perfon  puflied  by 
him  in  a  violent  manner,  twice. 
That  on  being  fhewn  him,  by  a 
Mr.  Blades,  as  Barrington,  he  re- 
cognized him  as  the  perfon  who 
hadpufhed  by  him,  and  immediate- 
ly fecured  and  earned  him  to  a 
booth.  Here  it  was  proved  by  fe- 
veral  witnefTes  that  Barrington 
drcpt  a  watch  behind  him,  which 
was  taken  up  immediately,  and 
proved  to  be  Mr.  Townfend's.  Some 
of  the  witnefTes  faw  the  watch  fall- 
ing from  him,  and  were  pofitive  it 
could  come  from  no  other  quarter. 
-  Before  he  pleaded  in  his  defence, 
he  requefted  to  be  heard;  which 
being  granted,  he  addrefTed  the? 
court  as  foltows : 

"  My  lords !  At  the  time  of 
my  apprehenfion  I  had  in  my  pocket 
a  filk  purfe,  containing  twenty-two 
guineas  and  filvrr.  This  property 
was  forcibly  taken  from  me,  and 
although  1  have  applied  to  have  it 

returned, 
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returned,  it  is  ftill  detained ;  under 
what  pretext,  I  am  totally  at  a  lofs 
to  know..  Perhaps  I  fha're,  in  com- 
mon with  other  miferable  men  in 
my  fittation,  this  hardfhip,  I  had 
alinoft  (aid  cruelty ;  becaufe,  to  de- 
prive priipners  of  their  property,  is 
tantamount  to  withholding  the  means 
of  tfcir  defence,  and  the  chance  of 
proving  their  innocence.    I  am  ad-  n 
vifed,  my  lord,  that  fuch  proceed- 
ings are  illegal,  and  directly  con- 
trary to  a  pofitive  aft  of  parliament 
[     (nth  Henry   VII).      I   therefore 
i     leave  it  to  your  lordfhips,  who,  I 
[     am  convinced,  will  give  fuch  direc- 
t     tions  as  are  confident  with  facred 
law  .and  Ariel  juftiee." 

The  judges  ordered  the  money  to 
be  returned ;  which  was  according- 
ly done,  in  open  court. 

Being  now  called  upon  for  his 
defence,  he  faid^  '« I  am  placed  in 
a  very  diftrefiing  fituation ;  if  I  am 
flent,  it  may  lead  to  an  opinion  qf 
ffiy  guilt ;  if  I  fpeak  too  boldly,  it 
may  occafidn  the  jury  to  difiruft 
any  thing  which  1  may  advance ; 
on  either  fide  1  am  likely  to  be  in- 
volved in  fome  danger.  I  hope, 
'■  however,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  adverting  only  to  the  prefent 
'  affair,  will  indulge  me  with  fome  fa- 
vour, and  credit  that  which  wears 
the  femblance  of  truth- 

*  The  evidence  adduced  againft 
roe  is,  in  many  parts,  defective 
and.inconliftent;  and  that  of  Mary 
Danby  I  am  inclined  to  think  ra- 
ther unfair,  as  it  never  was  heard  of 
°ntil  this  day.  When  Mr.  Town- 
iend  came  up  tp  me  at  Enfield. 
^ces,  he  faid  my  name  was  Bar- 
nngton,  and  that  I  had  robbed  him 
J>f  his  watch.  I  anfwered  him,  that 
&  the  firft  he  was  right,  but  that  as 
ftfc  to  the  robbery  he  was  perfectly 
P  *rong.    1  was  then,  amidit  a  great 

f       '  •  . 


tumult,  conveyed  to  the  booth; 
and  a  very  great  misfortune  it  is 
for  me  that  you  have  not  feen  that 
booth,  and  might  thereby  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  how  probable  it  i& 
that  another  perfon  might  drop  the 
watch  over  the  rails. 

"t  I  was  Handing  clofe  to  the  rails 
when  the  watch  was  claimed,  and 
am  forry  that  this  material  part 
fhould  be  varied  by  the  evidence. 
— The  coachman  faid  before  juftice 
Hubbard,  that  he  did  not  fee  it  fall, 
and  the  probability  that  he  would 
have  cailed  out  if  he  had,  tended 
very  much  to  invalidate  his  evi- 
dence. He  was  aiked  before  Mr. 
Hubbard,  whether  he  could  fwear 
to  the  watch;  and  although  he  at 
that  time  declined  it,  yet  hejiowr 
comes  forward,  and  poiltively  af- 
firms what  he  had  before  doubted* 

"  From  Mr.  Tovvnfend's  fitua- 
tion, who  was  anxious,  amid  a  \ 
crowd,  to  carefs  a  winning  horfe,  it. 
is  more  than  probable  that  in  the 
fqueezing  his  watch  might  either 
have  tumbled  out  of  his  pocket,  or 
might  have  been  taken  by  fome 
perfon,  who,  feeling  for  my  fitua- 
tion when  forcibly  detained  in  the 
booth,  might  have  thrown  it  at  my 
feet,  to  fave  an  innocent  man. 

u  I  am  feniible  that  common  re- 
port has  injured  my  character,  an£ 
it  may  well  be  expected  that  the 
afTertions  in  newfpapers  have  confi- 
derably  hurt  my  reputation  for  in- 
tegrity :  of  this  I  am  confeious  that 
many  now  prefent  are  convinced; 
but  I  can,  however,  truft  my  fate* 
to  the  noble  nature  of  a  Britifb 
court.  Life  is  the  gift  of  God— • 
liberty  the  greatefl  blefling;  and 
they  cannot  reft  more  fecure  than  in 
the  breaft  of  an  Englifh  jury,  who 
delight  not  in  blood,  but  whofe  only 
failing  is— Humanity, 

«  It 
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"  It  is  probably  cxpe&ed  that  I 
ihall  make  an  appeal  to  the  paffions 
—and  if  I  can  be  thought  with  ju  (lice 
to  appeal  to  them,  I  will  think  my- 
felf  fortunate;  for  to  the  paffions 
we  owe  benevolence*  the  belt  of 
virtues, 

'*  lam  now  jjuft  thirty-two  years 
of  age,  and  from  the  enjoyments  of 
my  pad  life  I  am  not  very  impa- 
tient about  the  other  thirty-two 
years  which  I  may  reafonably  fup- 
»  pofe  to  come : — the  uncertainty  of 
human  happinefs  I  have  often  re- 
marked, and  have  always  confidered 
a  tranquil  heart  as  the  greateft 
Meffing:  — the  thought  of  death 
may  appal  the  rich,  but  it  is  not  fo 
lideous  in  my  eyes,  who  have  been 
continually  involved  in  mifery. 

"  I  have  an  affectionate  compa- 
nion, and  an  infant  offspring,  whofe 
countenances  have  cheered  me. 
through  all  my  misfortunes:  my 
•good  name  is  loft  in  this  land ;  "but 
fhould  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  over- 
come the  prefent  accufation,  I  will 
retire  to  feme  far  diftant  land, 
where  Simplicity  of  manners  will  not 
render  me  a  fubjedt  of  fufpicion,  and 
jrather  ftarve  upon  the  pavement 
than  be  brought  into  this  predica- 
ment again. 

"  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury 
think  me  innocent  of  the  prefent 
accufation,  I  pledge  myfelf  to  en- 
deavour to  recover  my  loft  charac- 
ter ;  and  I  hope,  that  by  my  con- 
duct my  future  life  will  as  largely 
deferve  applaufc,  as  my  paft  has 
4been  fubjeft  to  cenfure  and  fufpi- 
cion." 

Baron  Eyre  then  proceeded  (no 
evidence  whatever  being  offered  on 
behalf  of  the  prifoner)  to  recapi- 
tulate the  evidence,  which  he  did 
with  the  utmoft  precifion  and  inx- 
partiality  i  and  the  jury,  with  little 


or  no  hefitation,  brought  in  their 
verdict— Guilty/ 

The  lord  chief  Baron  then  ad- 
dreffed  Bar  ring  ton.  in  a  manner  that 
reflected  the  higheft  honour  upon 
him.  He  obferved  to  him,  that 
during  the  whole  of  his  trial  he  had 
behaved  to  him  with  the  /ame  im- 
partiality as  if  he  had  never  before 
feen  him  at  that  bar.  The  event, 
however,  being  over*  and  there  be- 
ing no  danger. of  prejudicing  him 
in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  heard 
him,  he  cculd  not  help  reminding 
him  that*  he  had  juft  efcaped,  by  the 
lenity  of  his  profectrtor,  that  fate 
which  the  offended  laws  of  his  coun- 
try had  richly  demanded.  He  was 
forry  to  fee  talents  fuch  as  he  po£- 
fefled  fo  bafely  and  fo  lhatriefuUy 
proftituted ;  and  he  could'  not  help 
expreffing  his  fears*  that  from  the 
many  ineffectual  warnings  he  had 
had,  both  in  his  own  perfon,  and  a 
thoufand  other  instances,  he  would, 
notwithftanding,  pcrfiit  in  his  evil 
courfes,  till  he  fhould  meet  with  a 
fhameful  and  ignominious  termina- 
tion of  his  exiftence. 

Barrington  bowed*  and  retired. 

On  the  2 2d,  upon  receiving   his 
fentence,  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  court  to  the  following  Speech; 
"  My  Lord, 

"  I  have  much  to  fay  in  extenua- 
tion of  the  crime  for  which  I  ftand 
convi&ed;  but,  upon  confideration, 
I  will  not  arreft  the  attention  of  the 
court  too  long.  Amongft  the  extra- 
ordinary viciffitudes  incident  to  ha-v 
man  nature,  it  is  the  peculiar  and 
unfortunate  lot  of  fome  perTons  to 
have  their  beft  wifhes  and  mod 
earneft  endeavours  to  deferve  the 
good  opinion  of  fociety  entirely  fruf- 
trated;  whatever  they  fay  or. do, 
every  attion  and  its  motive  is  mis- 
interpreted and   twifted   from  the 

real 
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real  intention.  That  this  has  been 
jny  fate,  does  not  ftand  in  need  of 
any  confirmation.  Every  effort  to 
deferve  well  of  mankind,  tlat  my 
tieart  bore  witnefs  to  its  rectitude* 
has  been  conflantly  thwarted,  and 
rendered  abortive.  Many  of  the 
circumftances  of  my-  life  have  there- 
fore happened  in  fpite  of  myfelf. 

u  The  world  has  given  me  credit 
for  abilities,  indeed  much  more  than 
I  deferved^  but  I  haye  found  no 
kind  hand  to  fbfter  thofe  abilities. 
I  might  afk,  Where  was  the  gene- 
rous and  powerful  hand  that  was 
ftretched  forth  tq  refcue  George 
Barrington  from  infamy?  In  an 
age  like  this,  which  in  many  refpecls> 
is  fo  juftly  famed  for  liberal  fenti- 
ments,  it  was  my  hard  lot  that  no 
noble-minded  gentleman  flepped 
forward  and  faid,  "  You  are  pof- 
"  fefled  of  abilities  which  may  be 
"  ufeful  to  fociety.  I  feel  for  your 
"  fituation,  and  as  long  as  you  aft 
?'  the  part  of  a  good  citizen  I  will 
f  be  your  protector;   you  will  then 

*  have  time  and  opportunity  to  ref- 

•  cne  yourlelf  from  the  obloquy  of 
f  your  former  conduct."  Alas ! 
my  lord !  George  Barrington  had 
never  the  fopreme  felicity. of  having 
fuch  comfort  adminiftered  to  his 
wounded  fpirit. 

"  As  it  is,  the  die  is"  caft,  and  I 
hend  to  my  fate  without  one  mur- 
mur or  complaint." 

On  the  20th  inft.  another  duel 
wa$  fought  at  Margate,  between 
Mr.  Stephens,  a  young  gentleman 
of  twenty  years  of  age,  only  fur- 
viving  fon  of  Philip  Stephens,  efq. 
pf  the  Admiralty;  and  Mr.  Ander- 
son, an  attorney.  The  parties  met 
at  KSngsgate,  and,  after  exchang- 
ing fliots  without  efre&,  the  feconds 
mterpofed.     Mr.  Stephens  infilled 


on  an  apology.  Mr.  Anderfon  faid, 
he  could  not  apologize  for  words  he 
had  never  ufed.  Thejr  again  took 
their  ground,  and,  firing  together, 
Mr.  Anderfon's  ball  entered  the 
head  of  Mr,  Stephens,  and  killed 
him  on  the  fpot.  Mr.  Anderfoa 
was  apprehended;  and,  as  the  of- 
fence was  committed  within  the  ju~ 
rifdi&ion  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  he 
will,  by  a  law  peculiar  to  that  port, 
be  immediately  tried,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  affizes.  The  coroner's 
inqueft  have  brought  it  in  «  Man* 
"  Slaughter." 

Being  Michaelmas-day,  a  * 

Common  Hall  was  convened    29 
at  Guildhall,  as  ufual,  for  the  choice 
of  a  Lord  Mayor  for  the  year  enfu- 
ingj   when  alderman  John  Boydell 
was  chofen  without  oppofition.      . 

Died,  10th.  at  his  apartments 
in  Greenwich  hofpital,  fincerely 
regretted  by  all  who  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  his  acquaintance,  Cap t.  John 
Gore,  one  of  the  captains  of  Green- 
wich hofpital,  a  moft  experienced 
feaman,  and  an  honour  to  his  pro- 
feffion.  He  had  failed  four  times 
round  the  world ;  ift,  with  Comm. 
Byron  ;  2dly,  with  Capt.  Wallace ; 
and  the  two  laid  times  with  Capt. 
James  Cook. 

At  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  aged  105,  Mrs.  Todd. 

Near  Havant,  Hants,  aged  103 
years,  6  months,  and  8  days,  Mr- 
John  Coomer. 

At  Imley  hall,  the  feat  of  lord 
Dudley  and  Ward,  Charles  Norris, 
Muf.  Bac.  whofe  name  will  hold  a 
refpeclable  rank  in  the  annals  of 
Englifh  mufic,  while  his  mild  vir- 
tues and  inoffenfive  difpoiition  will 
be  remembered  with  regret  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

David  Rofs,  Efq;   late  patentee 

of 
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of  the  theatre-royal  at  Edinburgh, 
and  well  known  over  the  three  king- 
doms for  his  merit  as  an  actor. 


OCTOBER. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from 
Samuel  Burt,  the  perfon  con victed  of 
forgery,  but  pardoned  on  condition 
of  going  to  New  South  Wales ;  dated 
from  on  board  the  Scarborough 
tranfport,  Falfe  Bay,  which  contains 
the  following  account : 

"  On  the  1 2th  of  February,  our 
fhip  having  feparatcd  from  the  Sur- 
prize transport,  the  Neptune  being 
a  great  way  a-head,  and  the  fea  per- 
fectly calm,  the  convicts  began  to 
whifper  from  one  to  the  other  their 
mutinous  intentions;  the  plot  being 
communicated  to  myfelf,  I  readily 
agreed  to  the  fcheme,  aflenting  to 
every  propofal  of  plunder  and  mur- 
der, until  fuch  time  as  I  became 
completely  mailer  of  the  confpiracy, 
and  the  ringleaders  of  it.  I  then 
apprifed  the  captain  of  the  fhip,  and 
the  military  officers,  of  the  danger 
they  were  likely  to  encounter;  and 
fa  thoroughly  did  my  information 
prepare  them  for  the  bufmefs,  that 
with  little  or  no  trouble  the  ring- 
leaders were  fecured,  and  the  fcheme 
entirely  fruftratcd.  The  particulars 
being  enquired  into,  they  made  £uch 
confeiftons  that  bum  an  nature  would 
;Jmoft  fhudder  at  the  thoughts  of. 
Several  of  them  have  been  flogged 
with  the  greateir.  fe verity,  and  others 
of  more  dangerous  defer iption  are 
at  this  time  chained  to  the  deck, 
and  it  is  fuppofed  will  be  tried  and 
executed  immediately  on  their  ar- 
rival  in  New  South  Wales." 

The  circu'mftances  of  Burt's  cafe 
were  rather  remarkable.     Being  re- 


jected by  a  woman  whom  he  wtfhed 
to  marry,  he  committed  a  forgery, 
and  immediately  afterwards  mrren- 
dered  mmfelf  at  Bow-ilreet,  for  the 
purppfe  of  getting  hanged.  Being 
coo  fleered  as  an  object  of  compal- 
fion,  he  was  offered  his  majefry'a 
moft  gracious  pardon,  which  he 
twice  or  thrice  refufed.  The  lady 
at  length  confented  to  marry  him, 
and  he  then  became  as  folicitous  to 
live,  as  he  had  before  been  anxious 
for  death:  but,  during  her  repeated 
vifits  to  him  in  Newgate,  (he  caught 
the  gaol  fever,  and  died.. 

Macleod,  the  Scotchman,  1 
aged  102,  walked  ten  miles  on  ^ 
the  Hammet  fmith  road,  for  a  wager 
of  100  guineas.  Two  hours  ana  a 
half  was  the  time  given,  but  he  co- 
vered the  ground  in  two  hours  and 
twenty-three  minutes, 

A  Spaniard,  calling  himfelf  Jofe 
Seylink,  was  apprehended  at  Fly- 
mouth  by  two  boatmen,  on  fufpkibtt 
of  being  a  fpy.  He  was  carried  be- 
fore admiral  Greaves,  who  fent  him 
to  the  mayor  of  that  town  for  exa- 
mination.-—His  papers  being  in* 
fpected,  it  appeared  he  came  from 
London  on  the  1  ft  of  October,  and 
went  to  Oxford,  Bath,  Briftpl,  and 
Exeter,  and  from  thence  to  Ply- 
mouth, and  wifhed  to  go  to  Fal: 
mouth.  He  was  anxious  to  know 
how  many  fhips  were  there,  wilhed 
to  view  the  dock,  magazine,  &*• 
He  feems  an  intelligent,  fenfiblc 
man,  and  had  many  fhrewd  remark* 
on  the  government  and  police9  01 
Great  Britain  in  his  journal,  which 
was  written  in  French. 

Jofe  Seylink,  the  Spaniard,      .l 
underwent  another  examina- 
tion—but nothing  mater  jal  can/e  out, 
againft  him.  He  fays  he  came  hither 
to  view   the  arfenal,  fleet,  citadel 
x  ma- 


CHRONICLE. 


[221 


magazines,  &c.  as  he  had  at  Portf- 
mouth.  He  faid  he  was  uhe  Citoyen 
du  Monde  1  that  his  paffport  was 
V argent  \ (hewing  fome  filver),  and 
that  his  companions  were  his  books. 
On  being  queftioned  why  he  came 
by  way  of  Oxford,  &c  he  faid  tov 
fee  the  country,  and  that  he  came 
here  to  go  to  Falmouth  to  embark 
for  Liibon— -faid  he  knew  none  of 
his  own  nation  in  London— tha^t  he 
wifhed  not  to  be  recognized  by 
them,  and  that-  he  was  a  man  of 
no  note  in  his  own  country. 

He  had  a  good  map  of  the  coaft 
with  him  :  vbut  perilled  that  he  had 
no  other  object,  than  curiofity— to 
gratify  his  wifh  to  know  the  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  England. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  he 
was  averfe  to  write  to  the  Spanifh 
ambaiTador  in  London,  which  oc- 
cafions  a  conjecture  that  he  is  not  a 
Spaniard,  but  a  Frenchman. 

On  Tuefday  the  12th  inlL  the 
people  of  Dartford  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood were  terribly  alarmed  by 
the  blowing-up  of  the  powder-mills 
within  a  ihort  mile  of  that  town. 

No  certain  account -can  be  given 
of  the  manner  by  which  .the  fatal 
fpark  was  commmiicafcdtothe  gun- 
powder in  the  corningrhoufe,  which 
was  the  firft  building  that  blew  up. 
No  work  was  carrying  on  in  that 
place  at  the  time  the  fatal  accident 
happened:  it  is  therefore  fuppofed 
that  fome  electric  fire  had  entered 
the  building,  and  ignited  the  loofe 
gunpowder-  From  hence  the  explo- 
iion  inftantly.  communicated,itfelf  to 
the  ftoves,  to  Rve  powder-mills,  and 
to  a  clofe  magazine  containing  25 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  which  from 
their  confined  itate,  fpread  dreadful  < 
devaluation  around.  The  ftoves, 
corning-houfe  and  magazines,  were 
iaftantly  levelled  with  the  earthy  the 


ftrong  beams  were  fhivered  In  pieces, 
and  thrown  every  where  around  to 
a  con  fide rable  diffance;  and  broken 
bricks,  tiles,  and  pieces  of  wood, 
fhowered  ruin  on  the  neighbouring 
fields. 

The  doors  of  a  magazine  which 
%ands  at  a  fmall  di  it  a  nee  from,  the 
works,  to  the  S.W.  up  the  river, 
and  which  contains  near  200  barrel's 
of  gunpowder,  were  forced  open  by 
the  explofion;  but  the  wind  blowing 
with  great  violence  from  that  quar- 
ter, providentially  prevented  the* 
flaih  from  reaching  it :  for  had  it 
communicated  with  this  laft,  the 
whole  town  of  Dartford  would  pro- 
bably have  been  laid  in  ruins.   , 

Six  men  were  deftroyed  in  the 
dreadful  havock,  moft  of  whom  have 
left  wives  and  families  behind  them. 
The  foreman  of  the  works  has  left  a 
wife  and  feven  children. 

A  caufe  came  on  in  the  Ihe-  ,, 
riff's  court  at  Guildhall,  in2llt' 
which  J  ohn  Wilkes,  efq.  as  chamber-  , 
lain  of  the  city  of  London,  was  plain- 
tiff, and  John  Pardoe,efq.  defendant. 
The  a&ion  was  brought  to  recover 
the  Aim  of  600I.  being  the  penalty 
which  is  ordained  by  a  bye-law  of  the 
court  of  Common  Council,  to  be 
paid  for  declining  to  ferve  the  offics 
of  fheriff  of  London,  to  which  office 
the  defendant  had  been  eie&ed  in 
the  year  1/83;  butrefufed  to  ferve, 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  incapa- 
citated. It  appeared  that  Mr.  Par- 
doe,  when  he  was  chofen  fheriff,  was 
fixty-nine  years  of  age,  in  an  infirm 
ilate  of  health,  and  totally  unfit  to  . 
ferve  the  office  of  fheriff.  The  jury, 
which  was  fpecial,  gave  a  verdid  for 
the  defendant. 

Canterbury,  0#.  28,  Yefterday 
morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  Mr.  Fofter 
Powell,  the  celebrated  pedeflrian,  fet 
off  from  the  Talbot-ianrin  this  city, 

to 
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to    walk  to  St.  George's   church  *    vacation  of  a  great  and  populooi 
Soothwark,  and  back  again,  which    city),  namely  Edward  Lowe,  and 


he  had  engaged  to  perform  in  24 
hours,  for  a  wager  of  60  guineas. 
At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  he 
reached  Canterbury  within  two 
miles y  and  confequently  loft  his 
wager.  His  failure  was  occafionfd 
by  miflaking  the  road  through 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  go- 
ing round  by  Greenwich,  where  he 
fell  down  feveral  times.  He  was 
brought  the  remainder  of  the  way 
in  a  carriage,  very  much  exhaufted. 
1  On  Monday  laft,  two  troops 
*  •  *  of  the  Oxford  blues,  from  Pe- 
terborough, marched  into  Notting- 
ham, intimation  having  been  given 
of  an  intended  riot  among  the  frame- 
work knitters  there.  • 
Op  Tuefday  an  outrageous  mob 
collected,  and  proceeded  to  fuch  acts 
of  violence,  that  the  military  were 


William  Jobbins;  the  firft  in  the  23d 
year  of  his  age ;  the  other  only  m 
his  19th  year.  Thefe  mifcreanty 
in  concert  with  James  Flindall,  an 
old  offender,  and  Catherine  the  wife 
of  Lowe,  conceived  the  -horrid  dc 
fign  of  fetting  fire  to  thelioufesof 
their  opulent  neighbours,  not  from 
malice  to  their  perfons,  or  any  diflike 
of  tlteir  characters,  but  merely  for 
the  fake  of  plunder. 

Fortunately,  they  were  detected 
while  they  were  yet  but  young  in 
this  villainy.  Had  they  lived  to 
become  proficients,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
fay  to  what  an  extent  of  devaftation 
they  might  have  carried  their  mit 
chievous  machinations.  At  their 
outfet,  it  appeared  upon  this  trial, 
that  they  had  destroyed  property  to 
the  value   of  forty   thoufand  pounds 


>\ 
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: 


under  the  nee e flit y  of  firing  upon  though  all  the  plunder  they  had  fcea 

them;  by  which  many  were  wound-  able  to  realize,  at  the  rifque  of  their 

ed,  and  upwards  of  forty  of  the  riot-  lives,  did  not  exceed  half  Jh  mag 

ers  were  feized  and  fent  to  prifon.  pence 


The  difturbance  had  not  fubfided 
on  Wednefday,  on  which  day  one 
of  the  officers  was  much  hurt  by 
feme  glafs  bottles  thrown  at  him. 

Intelligence  is  arrived  that  Mr. 
M'Kendne,  who  undertook,  between 
two  and  three  years1  ago,  to  pene- 


Flindall,  being  afked  by  the  pri- 
foners'  counfel  how  he  had  main- 
tained himfelf  before  this  affair  hap- 
pened, made  anfwer,  with  aftoniw-  * 
mg  afTuranotf  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  court,  by  robbery  and  thieving* 
This  fellow  being  further  afked,  by 


trate  from  Montreal  to  the  ocean,    the  fame  counfel,  Did  you  not  fear 
has  performed  his  enterprize.     He     that  the    plan  of  burning  houfes 


took  a  courfe  north-weftward  from 
Montreal,  and  he  reached  the  ocean, 
according  to  his  obfervation,  about 
the  69th  degree  of  northern  latitude. 
In  his  track  he  found  the  country 
very  unpromifing  for  trade,  and  very 
uninviting  otherways. 

This  day  is  made  meraora- 


might  be  fatal  to  the  lives  of  many 
people  ?  plainly  fhewed  by  his  an- 
fwer, that  it  was  the  very  principle 
he  went  upon,  that,  when  men  were 
waked  from  their  fleep  with  their 
houfes  on  fire,  they  would  have  lit- 
tle concern  about  their  property* 
while  under  the  terror  of  perifhinj 


3°  '  ble  in  the  annals  of  London,  by  in  the  flames;  fo  that  the  incendia" 
the  tral  of  two  incendiaries  (themoft  ries  might  enrich  themfelves  with 
dangerous  fet  of  villains  that  ever  the  plunder  before  the  owners  had 
entered  into  combination  for  the  de-    recovered  thtir  confternation- 

JDied, 
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Die 0,  at  Bourn,  in  the  county  of  through  the  roof,  and  carried  before 

Lincoln,  aged  102,  James  Quan-  it  the  floors  of  all  the  dories,  leaving 

Borough.  the  hall  open  to   the  roof.     Mrs. 

At  Battyready,  near  Rofs,  Ire-  Angerftein,  who  was  at  breakfaft  in 

land,  aged  107,  William  JButjer.       t  her  dreffing-roomv,  was  left  behind 

At  the  Hague,  in  the  84th  year  on  the  remains  of  its  floor,  with  her 

his  age,  and  60th  of  his  miniftry,  maid :  the  men-fcrvants  had  juft  be- 


of  his 


Henry  FageU  greffier  to  the  States    fore  quitted  the  halj. 

"     *"    '        .  1   1  ;..  v;-        At  Serjeant's-inn-i*aii,  «c-      v. 

ven  of  the  Judges  consulted  x' 
upon  the  cafe  referved  at  the  Old-  Bai- 
ley feffion,  refpecting  the  indictment 


General.-  ~  He  is  fucceeded  in  his        At  Serjeant's-inn-hall,  ele- 
office  by  his  grand  fon. 
Mr.  John  Edwin,  the  Comedian. 


NOVEMBER. 


againfl  Renwick  Williams,  the  fup- 
( pofed  Monfter. 

The  queflions  were,  firft,  Whether- 
his  having  an  intention  to  cut  the 

Advices  have  been,  received  at  perfon  ofMifs  Porter,  and  in  carry- 
Madrid,  that  the^city  of  Oran,  on  ing  that  intention  into  execution, 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  has  been  almofl  cutting  the  garments  of  that  lady,, 
entirely  demolished  by  a  violent  is  an  offence,  within  the  ftatute  of 
earthquake ;  that  twenty  fucceflive  6  Geo.  I.  c.  23*  f.  11.  on  which  he 
fhock8wei€  felt  at  (hort  intervals,  was  convicted;  the  jury  giving  ia 
The  whole  city  is  deftroyed,  and  a  their  verditt,  found,  that  in  cutting 
great  part  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  her  perfon  he  had  thereby  an  in- 
the  garrifon  are  buried  under  the  tention  to  cut  her  garments  ?  Se- 
rains.  Almoft  all  the  forts  which  condly,  Whether  the  ftatute  being 
*over  that  place  and  its  diftricl  are  in  the  conjunBiw,  "  That  if  any- 
open  or  deftroyed,  fo  as  not  to  be  in  perfon  (hall  aiTault  another  with  an 
a  fituation  to  refill  an  attack.  The  intent  to  cut  the  garment  of  fuck 
interior  part  of  the  garrifon  is  in  perfon,  and  fhall  cut  the  garment  of 
ruins  in  many  places,  and  the  con-  fuch  perfon,  then  the  offender  (hall 
tolerable  number  of  people,  who  be  guilty  of  fejony  ;'*  and  the  in- 
here wounded  and  not  actually  di&ment,  in  flaring  the  intention,. 
killed  by  this  difafter,  remained  not  having  connected  it  with  the  a&„ 
without  affiftance.  by  inferring  the  words  that  he  "  tbitt 

Accounts  have  alfo  been  received  and  the??*  did    cut   her  garment,. 

from  Carthagena,ofa  fire  which  hap-  could    be    fupported    in   point  of 

pened  a  fhont  time  ago  in  that  dock-  form  ? 

yard,  and  which,  befldes  doing  other       Nine  of  the  eleven  judge*  were 

damage,  has   entirely  confirmed    a  of  opinion,  that  the  offence,  notwith- 

new  (hip  of  the  line.  x  Handing  the  finding  of  the  jury,  was 


i$th. 


A  violent  fiorm  blew  from    not  within  the  ftatute,  and  that  the 


the   fouth-weft.    .Among  the  indictment  was  bad  in  point  of  form. 

many  accidents  by  falls  of  chimnies  This     determination    declares   the 

in  the  metropolis,  the  moft  remarka-  offence'  to  be  only  a  mifdemeanor* 

ble  happened  at  the  houfe  of  J.  An-  for  which,  in  all  probability,  Wil- 

gerftein,  efq.  in  Pall- Mali.     A  flack  lfams  will  be  indifled  at  the  next 

in  the. center  of  the  houfe  broke  feffions  at Hicks's-hall. 

'<*  *StL  Thr 
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The  Recorder  of  London 
made  his  report  o/the  convicts 
in  Newgate,  at  the  twb  laft  feifions, 
when  Edward  Lowe  and  William 
Jobbins,  the  two  incendiaries,  were 
ordered  for  execution  in  Alderfgate- 
ilreet,  which  has  fince  taken  place, 
over-againft  the  ruins  of  Mr.  Gild- 
ing's houfe.  At  the  fame  time  the  fol- 
lowing were  ordered  for  execution, 
at  the  ufual  place,  viz.  Francis  Fon- 
ton,  and  Thomas  Tyler,  for  forge- 
ries; and  James  Royer,  James 
Smith,  and  Edward  Ivory,  for  coun- 
tefeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 
kingdoms  thefe  have  likewife  been 
executed.  But  William  Slaughter, 
James  Sullivan,  William  Bur  bridge, 
and  Thomas  Durkin,  for  burglaries, 
were  ordered  for  tranfportation ;  as 
was  Thomas  Brown,  for  privately 
Healing.  Jane  Norton,  for  moplift- 
ing,  was  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  for 
twelve  months.  And  Joleph  Biggs, 
George  Storey,  and  ThomasDunken, 
for  breaking  a  houfe  with  intent  to 
rob,  were  refpited  during  pleafure. 
n  t  A  very  fevere  florin  of  thun- 
*  der,  lightning,  and  rain,  came 
on  at  London,  but  nothing  like  that 
which  took  place  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Hampfhire  and  Wilts.  The 
Elephant,  of  74  guns,  wasftru'ek  in 
Portfmouth  harbour,  in  a  •  manner 
fcarcely  to  be  defcribed.  The  light- 
ning feemed  firft  to  have  ftruck  the 
hcei  of  the  main  top-mafl,  and  from 
thence  to  have  deicended  down  the 
body  of  the  maft,  which,  though  a 
{lick  of  immenfe  fize,  is  mivered  to 
iplinters.  The  iron  hoops  that  fur- 
rounded  it,  and  the  woldings,  were 
every  one  broke  in  fmall  pieces,  and 
(  parts  thereof  driven  to  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  ihip,  both  fore  and  aft; 
the  fulphureous  frnell,  when  the  fhip 
was  firft  iiruck,  was  fo  very  power- 
ful, that  it  Was  difficult  the  people 


below  could  breathe.  This  canfed  an 
alarm  that  the  (hip  was  oh  fire,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  dread- 
ful on  board  a  man-of-war.  In  this 
fearful  moment  of  fufpence,  an  im- 
menfe fhower  of  the  largeft  Jiail  ever 
feen,  addad  to  the  terrors  of  the,' 
night.  But  the  greateft'part  of  tjic 
officers  and  crew  being  in  bed  (it 
being  near  eleven  o'clock  at  night) 
or  under  cover,  the  direful  etfe& 
that  might  have  been  expefted  from 
this  difafter  •  were  hardly  felt  bjr 
many  on  board. 

Was*  folemnly  argued  and    •  1 
determined,  in  the  court   of 
King's  Bench,  a  queftion  of  confi* 
derable  importance  to  the  mercan-. 
tile  world.   It  came  before  the  Court' 
upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  in  i';»] 
caufe,  in  which  a  Mr.  Mead  was, 
plaintiff,  and  MefT.  Young  and  Co., 
defendants.  The  adfcion  was  brougk.  ] 
again  ft  the  defendants,  and  the  ac- 
ceptors of  a  bill  of  exchange,  underthc 
following circumftances.  The  bill  was 
drawn  by  a  Mr.  Chriftian,  who  is  refi- 
dent  at  Dunkirk,  and  dated  from  that 
place.     It  was   fent  to  the  defend- 
ants, who  live  in  London,  and  made 
payable  to  a    Mr.  Henry    Davis. 
The  defendants,  knowing  it  to  be  i    t 
bill  of  their  correfpondeiit,  accord- 
ingly accepted  it.     The  bill  after- 
wards furreptitioufly    got  into  the 
hands  of  another  Henry  Davis,  who 
fraudulently  put   his   name  on  the 
back,  and  carried  it  to  the  plaintiff* 
who,  finding  the  acceptors  were  men 
of  refponfibility,  gave  him  the  value 
of  it,    not   entertaining    the   leaffc 
doubt  but  that  he  was  the  fame  Hen-  . 
ry  Davis  to  whom  it  was  payable. 

After  hearing  the  counlel  on  both, 
fides,  lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  was  thei 
of  the  fume  opinion  as  he  entertain* 
ed  when  he  directed  the  jury  to  find 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  upon' the1 

'.  triaL 


\ 


\ 


e. HRONIG  L  E.- 


[2a> 


triaL    His  lordihip  conceived  that,'  ivere  fo  inflantaneoufly  fucceeded 

no  fraud  Having  been  imputed  to  by  fuch  terrible  burits.  of  thunder, 

the  plaintiff,  there   was  no    legal  that  many  perfons  were  exceedingly 

ground  to  preclude  him  from,  the  alarmed,  and  almoft  every  houfe  felt 

right  of  recovering  upon  this  bill?  an  inftantaneous  {hock  from  "its  pow- 

and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  any  erful  effe&s.     At  the  Three  Swans 


man  took  a  bill  payable  to  a  certain 
name,  and  it  is  indorfed  by  the  per- 
fon of  that  nanre*  fuch  indorfement 
was  a  legal  transfer;  although  it 
might  afterwards  turn  out  that  the 
indorfer  was  not  the  fame  perfon  to 
whom  it  was  made  payable.  Unlefs 
this  do&rine  were  admitted,  an  xn- 


mn  a  flack  of  chimnies  was  thrown' 
down  with  great  violence,  and  much 
damage  was   done   to    two  rooms . 
within  the  houfe,-  the  windows  of. 
which  were  broken,  and  much  of 
the   furniture   deflroyed;      By  ac-  i 
counts  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  we  learny  that  this  ftorm,' 


fuperable  clog  would  be  introduced    wjuch   began  at  Portfmouth,  con- 
to  the   negociation  of  bills  of  etf-     tinued  from  Saturday  noon,  the  zi  fly 


change,    which    mifit    deitrpy    the 
whole   of   that    ipecte*    of  paper 
credit. 
JuiHces  Amurft,Buller,  and  Grofe,-, 


to  Monday  night,  and  that  its  ef- 
fects were  equally  awfal  and*  de- 
fir  uftive  in  many-  places. 
It  has  been  laid  down  as  a 


totally  differed  from  the  Lord  Chief  law   in  the  court  of  King*s     ^ 

Juftice*  and  ftated  their  reafons  with  Bench  this  term,  that,  a  wager,  irf- 

great  deference    in  opposition  to  {o  itfelf  legal*  is  not'  recoverable  if  laid* 

high  an  authority  *  All  thefe  learned  ott  an  ithgal  object;  for  inftance,*  nor 

judges  faid,  that  the  indorfement  of  winnings  can  be  recovered  on  the 

the  bill  in  queftion  was  unqueffion-  event  of  a  bb*ing-match,  becaufe' 


ably  a  capital  forgery,  and  that  no 
legal  right  could  -be  derived  under 
forgery  or  fraud.  It  were  better" 
that  a  clog  lhould  be  put  to  bills  of* 
exchange,  thai*  they  mould  be  ne-s 


the  object  of  a  bet  in  the  cafe  is  a* 
breach  of  the  peace  ;  and  fo  it  wilF 
operate  with  a  wager  laid  on  a 
horle-race,  provided  the  fum  raced 
for  is  below  what  the  act  of  parlia- 


gociated  by  means  of  forgery;  btft  meht  ftipulates/ 

they  conceived  that  no  inconvenj-  It  has"  likewife  been  kid  dowli  as' 

ence  to  trade  would  accrue  to  mer-  faw  this  term,  that  the  ke.eper  of  a 

cantile  tranfaclions  by  depriving  thei  ljvery-flable  cannot  detain  a  hprfe 

plaintiff.  for  his  keep,  though  an  inn-keeper 

Saliftury,  Nw.  27.    The  inhabit  caro.     The  livery-liable   keeper  is 

tants  of  this   city  were  vifited  laft  fuppofed  to  know  the  perfon  from' 


Sunday  evening,  with  a  very  tre- 
mendous ftorm  of  lightning  and 
thunder,  accompanied  with  a  very 
heavy'  fall  of  rain.  The  high  im- 
pending clouds  were  fo  highly 
charged  with  the  eledlrie  matter, 
that  the  lightning,  which  was  unufli- 


ally.vivii  and  ftrong,  appeared  to 

roll  alon*the  ground  like  a  body  of    at  leafl  fo  fays  Lord  Kenyon. 


whom  he  receives  a  horfe,  and  to 
make  a  bargain  for  his  keep ;  but 
an  inn-keeper  is  from  neceflity 
obliged  to  receive  all  that  come;; 
and  wkhout  fuch  ;t  remedy,  he 
would  be  fubjeft  to  many  impofi-' 
tions,  which  the  prudent  livefy-fla- 
ble-keeper  may  avoid  if  he  pleafes; 


liquid  fire, .  and   its  frequent  flames 
Vo*.  XXXIL 


Died,  The  Rev.  Michael  Lort, 
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D.D.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S.  well 
known  to  the  literati  of  this  and 
other  countries,  as  a  man  of  learn- 
ing, and  a  collector  of  curious  and 
valuable  books. 

At  Vagg  farm  (near  Yeovil,  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet),  which  he 
had  rented  60  years,  Thomas  Beer* 
aged  101. 
.  Hannah  Wilkinfon,  aged  108. 

In  Jamaica,  aged   10©,  Mrs.  E. 
Gibbon,  a  native  of  Port  Royal. 

At  Maryport,  Cumberland,  aged 
107,  Jofeph  Peale. 

At   Aberdeen,   aged  105,    Ann 
Bannerman. 

At,  Crumlin,  Ireland,  aged  100, 
Mrs.  Mary  Tench. 

At  Afhely,  Lancafhire,  aged  102 
years  15  months,  Ifaac  Hyde. 

Mr.  Kendal,  the  celebrated  con- 
ftructor  of  time -keepers. 


lft. 


DECEMBER. 

The  wrecked  veffels  on  the 
French  and  Flemifh  coafts  ex- 
hibit at  this  time  too  many  melan- 
choly effeils  of  the  late  hurricane. 
No  lefs  than  twenty-five  fail  of 
veflels  were  loft  between  Holland 
and  Cherbourg;  and  more  than 
400  bodies,  have  been  picked  up  on 
the  fands  between  Oftend  and  Bou- 
logne. 

,  On  Friday  laft  lord  vifcount 
3  '  Falkland  attended  the  court 
of  king's  bench,  to  receive  his  fen- 
tence,  for  an  aflault  on  Mr.  Henry 
Seymour,  an  ironmonger  at  Maiden- 
head. Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft  obferved 
to  his  lordfhip',  that  the  law,  much 
to  its  honour,  regarded  the  meaneft 
fubjects  as  much  as  thofe  of  the 
fcigheii  rank,  and  that  no  elevation 
eould'piace  a  man  beyond  the  reach 
of  juflicc.    He  then  fentenced  the 


n 


.  j 


right   hon.    lord    to    pay   a   fines 
of  20/. 

Francis  Fonton  and  Thoma*  **^m 
Tyler,  for  forgery ;  James  ^™ 
Koyer,  Jamtfs  Smith,  and  Edwar^ 
Ivory,  for  coining ;  were  execute-^ 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  purfuant  to  the^S 
fentences. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  morning 
feffion  at  the  Old  Bailey  was  ope 
ed  by  the  lord  mayor,  judges  BulL 
and   Afhhurft,  and    the    alderm* 
Newnham  and  Newman. 

Rwiwick  Williams  v&s  put  to  tlie 
bar. 

Judge  Afhhurft  {poke  nearly  to 
the  following  purport: 

Prifoner,  You  have  been  capitally  * 
indicated  upon  the  ftatute  of  the  Gth 
of  Geo.  1.  for  that  you  did  on  the 
1 8th  of  January  laft,  in  the  paxifh 
of  St.  James's,  wilfully  and*  mail* 
cioufly  aflault  Ann  Porter,  and  that 
you  did,  with  force  and  arms,  tear, 
fpoil,  cut,  and  deface  her  garment, 
namely,  a  filk  eown,  and  other  ap- 
parel ;  and  the  jury  have  found  you 
guilty ;  but  your  counfel  have  ar- 
refted    the    judgment    upon    two 

f  rounds  \firft>  to  the  form  of  the  in- 
ictment;  fecondly,  to  the  applica- 
bility of  the  act  of  parliament  to 
your  particular  offence.     A  majo- 
rity of  the  ju4ges  have,  after  fo-    ; 
lemn  con  fide  ration,  determined  that 
both   the   objections    in    arreft  of 
judgment  are  well  founded*    The 
objection  to  the  words  of  the  in- 
dictment,  that   you    did   then  itof 
there  make  an  aifault,  and  cut  and 
tear  Ann  Porter's  garment,  being 
ftated  to  be  done  both  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  is  bad  in  law,  foe  the 
aflault  might  be  made  at  one  time 
and  place,  and  the  cutting  and  tear* 
ing  at  another.     In  framMg  indict- 
ments upon  acts  ©f  parliament  which 
affect  life,  the  law  requires  that  the 

utmoft 


CHRONICLE. 


[227 


iitmoft  precifion  mould  be  obferved. 
With  refpeft  to  the  fecond  objec- 
tion, namely,  that  your  crime  is  not 
within  the  intent  of  the  adt,  it  is 
coniidered  that  the  alt  is  made  for 
a  particular  purpofe,  that  of  wan- 
tonly cutting,  tearing,  &c.  for  the 
mere  fake  of  mifchier,  and  not  with 
any  previous  malicious   intention. 
Now  an  aflault,  cutting,  &c.  mult 
have  fuch  a  premeditated  intention, 
and  therefore  the  indictment  is  not 
within  the  purview  of  the  aft.     But 
although  the  lenity  of  the  law  has 
fo  far  judged  favourably  of  your 
cafe,  yet  God  forbid  that  the  com- 
mon law   of  the  land  mould    not 
r    reach  fuch  an  enormity  as  you  have 
.committed,  and  that  you  mould  not 
,he  punifhed  for  your  temerity :  you 
'ttt  therefore  to  be   remanded,   to 
'    take  your  trial  for  the  mifdemeanour 

at  common  law." 
'     ittk        Ren  wick    Williams    was 
^"    brought  from  Newgate  to  the 
feffions  houfe  on  Clerkenwell  Green, 
and  put  on  his  trial. 

Mr.  Pigott  opened  on  behalf  of 
the  crown,  and  told  the  jury  that 
the  indictment  was  for  an  ajjault  and 
.  iattryorily. 
•  The  evidence  of  Mifs  Ann  Por- 
ter and  her  filter  was  then  given. 
It  was  in  fubftance  the  fame  as  that 
delivered  on  the  former  trial.  All  the 
other  evidence  was  in  the  fame  ftate. 
At  half  palt  one  next  morning 
the  caufe  ended ;  and  the  jury,  after 
confulting  ten  minutes,  found  him 
Guilty. 

He  wa*c6nvi£tcd  on  two  other  in- 
dictments, and  has  been  fentenced 
to  fix  years  imprifonment. 
' "  i'  tii       ^  chapter  of  the  moft  noble 
.  ^    *  order  of  the  garter  was  held 
after  the  levee  broke  up,  at  which 
were  prefent  the   king,   prince  ojf 
Wales,  dukes  of  York  and  Gloucef- 
Its,  and  marquis  of  Stafford,  when  his 


ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Save 
Gotha,  his  grace  the  duke  of  Leeds,  ' 
and  the  earl  of  Chatham,  were  chofen 
to  fill  up  the  vacant  (tails.  The 
duke  of  Leeds  and  earl  Chatham 
were  feverally  introduced,  and,  af- 
ter being  knighted,  were  inverted 
with  the  blue  ribbon,  with  die  ufual 
ceremonies. 

Sunday  morning  laft  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Banbury  were  alarmed  by 
the  fudden  falling  in  of  the  "princi- 
pal aifle  of  the  church,  for  the  tak- 
ing down  and  rebuilding  of  which 
an  ait  had  parted  in  the  laft  par- 
liament. Providentially  feveral  per- 
sons had  juft  left  church ;  and  had 
it  not  fallen,  it  was  intended  that 
the  workmen  mould  have  begun 
taking  it  down  on  the  morrow,  in 
which  cafe  many  lives  would  pro- 
bably have  been  loft.  The  crafh 
was  heard  near  two  miles  from  the 
fpot.  On  the  following  day  the 
tower  likewife  fell.  / 

The  adjourned  feffion  ai  Q  , 
the  Old  Bailey  ended,  when  x  !  8Ul* 
35  men  and  4  women,  capitally 
convicted,,  received  his  majefty's 
pardon  on  condition  of  being  tranf- 
ported  during  their  natural  lives; 
three  were  pardoned  on  condition  of 
being  tranfported  for  14 years;  and 
two  for  7  years.  Mary  Talbot  refufed 
to  accept  his  majefty's  pardon.  She 
faid  her  return  from  tranfportation 
was  on  account  of  three  dear  infants, 
and  that  as  fhe  could  not  take 
them  with  her,  me  had  rather  die. 
The  recorder  pointed  out  the  dread- 
ful precipice  on  which  fhe  ftood;  as  it 
was  moft  likely,  when  her  refufal  was 
reported  to .  his  majefty,  fhe  woulcl 
be  ordered  for  execution.  $he  ftill 
perfifted,  and  was  taken  from  the 
bar  in  ftrong  convulfions.  The  be- 
Aaviour  of  forne  of  *he  cqnvi&i  upon 
the  above  becafion  was  extremely 
riotous,  infolenti  and  noiry. 

[P   2]  (20th^ 


«  •» 


azS]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1790. 


r  At  Dover,  the  indi&ment 

.    "    preferred  againft   Mr.  An- 

derfon,   for  killing   Mr.  Stephens, 

in  a  duel  at  Margate,  was  returned 

by  the  grand  jury,  ^Not  found, 

n  Lieut.  King,  of  his  majefty's 
*  navy,  arrived  vefterday  from 
Harwich  at  the  'admiralty,  with 
difpatches  from  Governor  Phillip, 
dated  at  Sydney  Cove,  the  13th  of 
April  laft.  The  colony  had  very 
much  extended  its  agriculture,  and 
in  particular  the  fpots  laid  out  for 
garden  ground;  but  the  produce 
had  been  Tather  fcanfy.  Very  to- 
lerable harmony  had  been  pre- 
ferv ed  among  the  fettlers. 

Dublin,  Dec,  22.  «It  is  with  a 
very  feqfible  concern '  we  are  ob- 
liged to  announce  to  our  readers  the 
Jofs  of  the  Charle,mont  'packet. 
This  veflel  failed  on  Wednefday, 
and  had  reached  the  bay  of  Dublin, 
when  (be  was  driven' back  by  a  vio- 
lent gale  of  wind ;  not  long  after  a 
large  Weft  Indiaman  went  to  the 
bottom  with  her  crew  at  the  en- 
trance of  that  harbour.  On  Friday 
the  weather  became  favourable, 
and  the  captain  again  proceeded  to 
lea,  having,  during  this  interval, 
-increased  his  paflengers  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  120-  He  again  had 
nearly  made  the  port  of  Dublin, 
when  a  fecond  time  he  was  forced  to 
put  back.  By  this  time  the  unea- 
'iinefs  of  the  people  became  general, 
and  the  cabin  paflengers  were  very 
importunate  with  the  matter  to 
)and  them  at. Holyhead,  although 
he  declared  himfelt  imperfe&ly  ac- 
quainted with  the  coaft,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  relinquifli  their  in- 
tentions. His  mate,  hdvvever,  con- 
fident of  his  own  intimate  know- 
ledge, fucceeded  in  carrying  the 
favourite  point  of  -the  paflengers, 
and  they  accordingly  .Peered  thi- 


ther; the  confequences  were  fatal, 
the  mate,  deceived  by  fome  lights, 
miftookhiscourfe;  the  veflel  ftruck 
on  one  of  the  rocks  which  (kirt  the 
Welch  coaft,  foon  after  went .  to 
pieces,  and  fixteen  perfons  only 
efcaped  the  mercilefs  element. 

Among  thofe  providentially  fav- 
ed  is  .the  hon.  capt.  Jones,  ion  to 
lord  Ranelagh,  who,  when  the  vef- 
fel  ftruck,  fprang  from  her  On  the 
rock,  and  received  no  injury ; 
through  the  intrepidity  of  this  gen- 
tleman, and  at  an  imminent  hazard 
to  himfelf,  a  perfon  belonging  to 
Mr.  Aftley's  company  was  refcued 
from  a  moft  perilous  fituation,  be- 
ing caught  by  capt.  Jones  on  the 
return  of  the  wave  which  walhed 
him  from  the  fame  rock,  on  which 
he  had  alfo  leaped  from  the  packet. 

About  twelve  Jadies  were  on 
board,  fome-  of  whom,  in  expecta- 
tion of  afliftance,  and  under  the 
horrors  of  death  impending  over 
them  in  fo  terrible  a  form,  clung 
round  the  fteward  of  the  Ihip,  who, 
thus  prevented  from  the  poffibility 
of  making  any  efforts  for  his  own 
prefervation,  perifhed  in  their  em- 
traces.— -  Among  other  paflengers 
were  two  Romifh  clergymen,  one  of 
whom  efcaped.  The  captain,  by 
afcending  the  fhrouds,  was  landed 
in  a  place  of  fafety  on  the  heeling 
of  the  veflel-;  and  the  mate  has  alfo 
efcaped,  but,  we  are  informed,  is 
imprifoned,  for  fome  negligence  of 
information,  fatal,  as  is  laid,  to 
many  who  might  have  been  faved 
on  an  earlier  knowledge  of  the  ftate 
of  the  veflel. 

The  circumftances  of  thofe  who 
furvived  this -dreadful  event  (every 
article  but  what  remained  oh  their 
backs  being  loft)  were  confiderably 
alleviated  by  the  generous  and  hu- 
mane attention  of  capt.  Jones,  whof$ 

bounty 
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bounty  and  benevolence^ were    as 
confpicuous  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs, 
as  his  fortitude  was  apparent  in  the 
moment  of  danger. 
,,  Between    four    and    five 

'  *  o'clock  In  the  morning,  a 
violent  ftorm  blew  from  the  fouth- 
weft,  attended  with  fucceflive  flafhes 
of  lightning,  and  continued  rolls 
of  loud  thunder,  fucceeded  by  heavy 
Ihowers  of  hail  and  rain.  Part  of 
the  copper  roofing  of  the  new 
ftone  buildings  in  LincolnVinn  was 
blown  over  the  Six  Clerks'  office 
into  Chancery-lane,  and  fome  part 
of  it  over  the  roofs  of  the  op- 
pofite  houfes  in  the  lane,  into  a 
yard,  and  part  patted  through  a  gar- 
ret window  of  one  ofthofe  houfes, 
inhabited  by  Mr.  White;  fo  that 
it  muft  have  been  raifed  near  a 
hundred  feet  into  the  air.  Thir- 
teen trees  were  blown  down  in 
Lincoln's-inn  gardens.  A  maid- 
*  fervant  of  counfellor  Graham's  was 
killed  hi  her  bed,  by  the  falling 
of  attack  of  chimnies,  at  his  cham- 
bers on  the  fouth  fide  of  Lincoln's- 
inn  New-fquare:  his  man-fervant 
fortunately  efcaped,  by  quitting  his 
bed  on  the  firft  alarm.  Several  trees 
.  Were  blown  down  in  Moorfields. 
Many  houfes  were  unroofed,  an.d 
others  fuffered  confiderably. 

The  high  piles  of  wood  in  moft  of 
the  timber-yards  round  the  metro- 
polis were  blown  down. 

At  Walthamftow,  a  large  barn, 
feveral  flacks  of  chimnies,  and  fb- 
veral  trees  were  blown  down. 

At  Windfor,  the.  ftorm  was  very 
dreadful;  the  fentinels  on  guard 
upon  the  terrace  defcribe  the  air  to 
have  been  fo  luminous,  that  they 
could  far  a  minute  fee  at  very 
great  diflances ;  and  inftantly  after  it 
pecame  dark  in  the  extreme,  with  a 


fmell  refembling.the'frefh  difcharge 
of  cannon.  "   ' - 

.  The  drivers  on  the  road  from  Sa- 
lifbury,  and  .the  parTengeTS,  corro- 

•  borate  the  teftirriony,  that  the  light- 
ning was  rather  like  aftrearri  of 
fluid"  from  a  glafs-houfe  furnace; 
and  the  horfes  were  fo  generally 
terrified,  that  with  difficulty  they 
got  6n.  ' 

At  Purfleet  and  Erith,  which,  are 
on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  river,  a 
few  miles  above  Gravefend,  the  in- 
habitants were  in  one  continued 
alarm  the  greater  part  of  the  night, 
for  fear  of  the  gunpowder  maga- 
zine taking  fire  by  the  continued 
lightning.  '  .    , 

At  Harrow- on- the-Hill  and  St, 
Alban's,  both  elevated  ^fituations, 
the  electrical  fhock  was  very  fenfi> 
bly  felt,  but  no  mifchief  done; 
though  at  the  latter  the  fire  wa^s 
feen  to  play  through  and  about  the 
abbey  fteeple  in  a  lingular  manner. 

As  a  proof  that  tne  ftorm  was 
'as  wide  and  extenfive  as  ■avvefully 
dreadful,  at  Springfield  near  Col- 
chefter,  the  hail-ftones  were  very 
heavy,  the  lightning  continual,  and^ 
with  the  thunder,  refembled  the  be- 
fieging  of  a  fortfefs  '  by  the  moft 
formidable  enemv. 

At  the  Nore,  a  floop,  that  caft 
anchor  during  the  tempehVhad  her 
fails  torn  from  the  mafts;  but  no- 
body hurt, 

The  fteeple  of  Beckenharn  church 
in  Kent,   a  fpire  Built  of 'mingles,  * 
was  fired,  and  a  part  deftrbyed. 

The  mingles  of  the  fpire  of  Hor- 
fham  church,  in  Suflex,  were  fet  on 
fire,  but  were  extinguiiheel  by  the 
rain. 

A  hovel  belonging  to  Mr.  Grant, 

*  of  Towceftcr,  was  blown  down  by 
the  violence  of  the  yvind;,  by  which 

[P  3]  accident, 


230]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790. 


accident,  four  cows  that  were  under; 
it  at  the  time  were  killed.  A  barn 
at  BUfworth  was  likewife  blown 
down.  Trees  were  blown  up  b^ 
the  rcots,  the  thatch  dripped  off  cot- 
tages, and  many  chimnies  blown 
down,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

A  very  large  elm  tree,  by  the  fide 
of  the  road  about  a  mile  from  Brent- 
wood, was  ftruck  down  by  the  light- 
ning, about  two  yards  from  the  bot- 
tom, and  fell  acrofs  the  road,  about 
five  yards  before  the  leaders  of  the 
Ipfwich  mail  coach.  All  the  horfes 
turned  round,  fnapped  the  pole, 
overfet  the  coach,  and  tore  the  har- 
nefs  to  pieces.'  c  By  the  conftrudtion 
of  the  mail  coach,  the  paflengers 
efcaped  unhurt;  but  the  guard  re- 
ceived a  bruife  in  his  leg. 

The  driver  of  the  Liverpoot  ftage- 
coach  was  terribly  (torched  by  the 
lightning;  and  the  drivers  of  the 
different  mails  had  the  utmoft  dif- 
ficulty to  make  their  horfes  keep  the 
road. 

At  Whitehaven,  in  the  night  it 
became  tern pe ft uo us;  the  wind  raged 
dreadfully ;  there  was  much  thunder 
and  lightning,  and  a  great  deal  of 
hail  and  fleet  fell.  The  tide  in  the 
harbour  flowed  much  earlier  than 
the  ufual  time,  and  rofe  to  an  afto- 
mining  height.  Several  of  the 
/hips  (there  were  a  great  number  in 
port)  broke  adrift  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night,  and  many  of  them  were 
damaged,  but  none  materially.  The 
profpeft  of  the  fea,  with  the  coming 
tide,  was  alarming  beyond  defcrip- 
tibn;  the  huge  billows,  chafing 
each  other,  broke  with  irrcfiftible 
fury  over  the  outer  works  of  the 
harbour,  and  all  was  whitened  with 
the  foam-. 

Accounts  from  North  Wales  are 
full  of  melancholy  events.  Threes  in 


feveral  parts  were  torn  xup  t>y   the 
roots;  and  in  one  place  a  cottage 
was  blown  down,  by  which  a  man, 
his  wife,  and  four  boys,  were  killed 
in  their  beds.     In  another  place  the 
wind  quite  unroofed  the  houfe  of  a 
gentleman,  and  blew  the  bell,  &c. 
which  flood  on  his  coach-houfe,  fe- 
veral yards,  {nattered  the  gable  end 
of  the  ftabies,  in  which  were  fix  fine 
coach-horfes  and  five  hunters :  they 
all,  however,  efcaped  unhurt,  except 
two  hunters  that  were  in  the  flails 
nearefl  the  weft  end,  one  of  which  was 
killed  on  the  fpot,  the  other  maimed 
fo  much,  that  it  was   neceffary  to 
fhoot  it  immediately.     A  very  fine 
large  hot-houfe,  built  the  laft  fum> 
mer,  was  alfo  entirely  levelled  with 
the  ground;  and  the  gardener,  who 
lived  clofe  to- it,  fuffered  very  much, 
fome     bricks,    tiles,    &c.     falling 
through  the  roof  and  top  of  the  bed, 
which  broke  his  left  arm,  and  bruifed, 
his  thigh  exceedingly. 

The  florm  was  feverely  felt  in 
many  parts  of  France.  Several 
houtes  at  Dunkirk  were  thrown 
down,  and  much  damage  done 
among  the  fhipping. 

Died,  near  Blarney,  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  in  Ireland,  aged  84,  Owen 
McCarthy,  efq.  commonly  called 
Mafter-na-moran,  or  lord  or  mafler 
of  the  principality  of  Moran.  He 
has  left  an  only  fon,  now  governor 
of  Miranda,  and  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  horfe  in  the  Portuguefe 
fervice.  The  deceafed  had  1 5  bro- 
thers, 13  of  whom  emigrated  for 
bread,  after  lofing  their  eftates  in 
that  kingdom,  and  were  promoted 
to  high  ranks  in  the  different  armies 
of  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Germany. 

At  Arlefcote-houfe,  near  Edge- 
hill,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Mr. 
Thicknefle,  many  years  high  raafter 
§  of 
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of  St.  Paul's  (chool,  from  which  em- 
jloyment    he     had     retired    near 
aiventy^years.     He  died  in  the  77th 
jear  of  his   age.      The    mercers 
company  had  fo  great  an  opinion 
of  his  worth,  and  fo  much  gratitude 
for  his  fervices,  that  they  would  not 
confent  to  his  resignation,  until  he 
lad  named  his  fucceffor;  and  they 
fettled  upon   him,  during  his  life, 
one  hundred  guineas  a  year.     The 
Jate  Mr.  Hoi  beach,  a  bachelor  of 
large  fortune  in  Warwick  mire,  had 
been  Mr.  ThicknenVs  friend  from 
the  time  he  was  upon  the  founda- 
tion at  Winchefter;  and,  when  he 
Jefigned  St.  Paul's  fchool,  the  good 
old  man  defired  him  to  retire  to  a 
iving  of  his  old  manfion-houfe,  which 
le  had  left  ftanding  for  that  purpofe 
wore  than  6%  years  before.  When 
Mr.  Thickne Qe  arrived  at  this  plea- 
fant    remnant    of   hofpitality   and 
goodnefs,  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a 
noble  park,  he  found  a  good  fire 
burning  upon  all  the  hearths  in  the 
heufe ;  his  binns  filled  with  wines, 
and  an  annuity  upon  his  table,  the 
donation   of  the  generous   owner : 
but   alas !    before    the    revolution 
of  one  year,  while  Mr.  Thicknefle 
and  he  were  at  dinner  together,  the 
good  old  man  threw  his  nead  back 
m  his  chair,  and  died  without  a 
groat*  «. 

At  Alderwafley,  Derbyfhire,  aged 
102,  Dorothy  Fletcher. 

At  Carlrny  wark,  Galloway,  aged 
J08,  Jane  Walker. 

At  Limerick*  aged  102,   Mrs. 
Magee. 

NearlXonaghadee,  aged  107,  Mr. 
James  Cree. 

At  Uttoxeter,  in  StafFordfhire,  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Raul  in,  aged 
32,  nearly  equal  in  weight  to  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Bright,  of  Eflex, 
viz*  34  ftone.  Though  but  5  feet 
6  inches  and  an  half  high,  he  mea- 


fured   6  feet  4  inches  roajgi    the 
waiit. 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1790. 

Jan.  1.  Lady  Compton,  a  fon  and 
heir. 
21.  Lady  of  Sir  Tho.  Which- 
cote,  bart.  a  fon. 
Feb.  9.  Lady  of  Reg.  Pole  Carew, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 
13.  Lady  Warren,  of  Staple- 

'ford-hall,  a  daughter. 
24.  Right  hon.  lady  Charlotte 
Dundas,  a  daughter. 
Lady  Herbert,  a  daughter. 
Lady  Apiley,  a   fon  and 
heir. 
March  16.  Lady  of  fir  John  Frede- 
rick, bart.  a  daughter. 
19.  Hon.  Mrs.  Finch  Hatton, 
a  daughter. 
April  5.  Lady  of  the  bimop  of  Lin- 
coln, a  fon. 
1 1 .  Lady  vifequnt  Falmouth,  a 
fon. 

23.  Lady   of  W.  Baker,  efq. 

M.  P.  a  daughter. 
Lady  Louvaine,  a  fon. 
Lady  Willoughby  of  Eref- 
by,  a  daughter. 
28.  Lady  of  hon.  colonel  Fane, 
a  fon. 
May  $.  Rt.  hon,  lady  John  RufFel, 
a  fon* 
.    10.  Lady  of  fir  John  Rous, 
bart.  a  daughter. 
21.  At  Paris,   the  duchefs  iof 
JJevonihire,    a    fon    and 
heir. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Cliffbrd^of  New 
Park,  a  fon  and  heir. 
38.  Lady  of  fir  Wm,  Foulis, 
bart.  a  fon. 
J  une  1 4.  Lady  Haddo,  a  fon.    . 

24.  Lady  of  fir  Alex.  Jarvis, 

bart.  a  fon. 
[P  4]  '         *S.  Lady 
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28.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  Rumbold,    Nov.  18.  Countefs  of  Car 


bart.  a  fon. 
July  2.  Her    Sicilian    majefly,    a 
•*    *  prince.  , 

.  .7.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Louifa  Mae- 
donald,  a  daughter. 
Countefs  of  .Glafgow,  a 
daughter. 
39.  Lady  of  the  right  hon. 
Thomas  Steele*  M.  J\  a 
daughter. 

Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a  (on. 
Ji\xg.  3.  Countefs  of  Harrington,  a 
""         •'      fon; 

4.  Lady  of  hon.  Lewis  Wat- 
ton,  a  daughter. 
15.  Rt.    hon.   lady   Charlotte 

Lenox,  a  daughter. 
i6\  Lady  of  J.  Cox  Hippifley, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  foh  and  heir. 
20.  Lady  of  col.  North,  a  fon. 
Right  hon.  lady  Arden,  a 

daughter. 
Lady  of  Sam.  Smith,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  daughter. 
Sept.  18.  Lady  of  fir  David  Garne- 
- l    '  gie,  bart.  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  fir  John  Ingilby, 
bart.  a  daughter. 
25.  Lady  of  John  Anflruther, 

efq.  M.P.  a  fon. 
30.- Lady  of  hon.  col.  Rodney, 
a  fon. 
pdt  4.  Countefs  «f  Lauderdale,  a 
daughter. 
6.  Lady  of  fir  Geo.  A.  W. 
Shuckburgh,  baronet,    a 
(laughter. 
8.  Lady  of  fir  Wra.  Cunning- 
•  .    ham,  bart.  a  fon.* 
•  *y.  Lady  Grace  Douglas,  of 

Cavers,  a  fon. 
L5.  Lady  -of  fir  James   Col- 
quhoun,  bart.  a  daughter. 
Rt.  hon.  lady  Charles  SoT 
merfet,  a  daughter. 
ai.  Lady  of  fir  Henry  Daffi- 
^'     wood,  bart,  a  daughter. 


fon. 

pec.  5.  Lady   of  Geo. 
efq.  M.  P.  a  dauj 
6.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Sti 

fon. 
29.  LadyofJ»Blackb 
M.  P.  a  fon. 
Right  h>n.  lady  < 
a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  Y 

Jan.  4.  Duke  of  Dorfet 

Cope,  eldefl  da 

lady  Hawkefbur 

Hon.- Hen.  Fitzn 

hon.  lady  Anil  \ 

Hon.  Mr.  Digty 

Gunning,  ora  o 

jelly's  maids  of  J 

•Thomas  Langfor< 

\    efq.    of    More, 

Boughton,  eldefl 

of     fir    Th.    1 

bart.        , 

Rev.  J.  Jones,  D, 

dowager  vifcou 

brook: 

EarlofErroltoft 

eldefl  daughter* 

of    Ardfry,    c 

Galway,  efq. 

Owen  Wynne,  c 

to  lady  Sarah  C 

Edw.  Jeron   Ri< 

to  the  hon.  Mi 

ton. 

Feb.      Hon.  John  Speno 

Eliz.  Spencer. 

Miles  Sandys,  Ei 

Dalrymple,  dau 

J.  Dafrymple,  1 

24.  Hen.  Otway,  ef 

'  Cave,  filter  of  i 

Cave. - 

March  3.  Hon.  Mr.  Mont 
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*ifcount  Hinchinbrook,  to 
Mifs  Buckingham. 
{.  John  Calcraft,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  Mifs  Hales,  daughter 
of  fir  Pym  Hales,  bart. 

12.  Hon.   Ed,  Foley  to   Mifs 

Hodgetts. 
27.  Col.  Freemantle  to  the  hon. 
Mifs  Ongley, 
In  Italy,  earl  of  Home  to 
Mifs  Coutts. 
April.    Rev.  J.  Eyre  to  Mifs  Char- 
lotte Armytage,  daughter 
of   the    late    fir  George 
Armytage,  bart. 

13.  Hon.    Mr.  Townfhend   tQ 

the  hon.  Mifs  Southwell. 

William  Elliott,  eldeft  fon 
of  fir  Francis  Elliott,  bart. 
of  £tobbo,  to  Mifs  Ruffell, 
24.  Hon.  Henry  Dillon  to 
M^fs  Grant. 
May.  Col.  Loftus  to  the  right  hon. 
lady  Eliz.  Townfhend. 

Ch.  Hoare,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Robinfon,  daughter  of  frr 
Geo.  Robinfon,  bart. 

Edw.  Hay,  efq.  to  the  hon. 
Mifs  Maria  Murray, 
daughter  of  lord  Elibank. 

.Col.  Hotham  to  Mifs  Dyke, 
daughter  of  fir  J.  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart. 
June.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Arch.  Ham. 
Cathcart  to  Mifs  Fr. 
Henry  Freemantle. 

Eben.  OHphant,efq.  to  Mifs 
Mary  Stirling,  daughter 
of  fir  W.  Stirling,  of  Ar- 
dock,  bart. 

Wyndliam  Knatchbull,  efq. 
to  Mifs  Knatchbull,  Af- 
ter of  fir  Edward  Knatch-* 
bull,  bart. 

Edw.  Southwood  Percival; 
efq.  to  Mifs  Sutton, 
daughter  of  the  late  lord 
jpeo.  Manners  Sutton. 


Wm.  Hen.  Beauchamp,  efq. 
fon  of  fir  W.  Beauchamp 
Pro&or,  bart.  to  Mifs 
Frances  Davis. 
Hen.  Methold,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Eden,  daughter  of  fir  J. 
Eden,  bart. 
July.  Ch.  Yorke,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
Mifs  Harriet  Manning* 
ham. 

Humph.  Prideaux,  efq.  to 
Mifs  St.  Aubyn,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  fir  L  Su 
Aubyn,  bart.  " 

Marquis  of  Graham  to  lady- 
Caroline  Montagu,  filler 
of  the  duke  of  Manchet 
ter. 

\V.  P.  Hamond,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Carr,  daughter  of  fir 
Rob.  Carr,  bart. 

Sir  Wm.   Wake,   bart.  to 
Mifs  Sitwell. 
Aug.    Hon.  capt.  Townfhend  to 
Mifs  Gladwyn. 

Wm.  Trenchard,  efq.  to 
lady  Hefler  Amelia  dc 
Burgh,  filler  of  the  mar- 
quis of  Clanricarde. 

Sir  Griffith  Boyntun,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Parkhurft. 

Hon.  Spencer  Perrival  to 
Mifs  Jane  Wilfon,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  Tho.  Spencer 
Wilfon,  bart. 

Benj.  Jennings,  efq.  to  the 
dow.  vifcounteis  Dudley 
and  Ward. 

Cap.  Ch.  Irvine  to  Mifs 
Diana  Gordon,  daughter 
of  the  late  fir  Alexander 
Gordon  of  Leffmoor,  bart. 

Sir  Ch.  Afgill,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Jemima  SophiaOgle, 
daughter  of  fir  Ciiaioner 
Ogle,  bart. 

Rev.  $tr.  Matter  to  Mifs 
Eliz. 
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Eliz.  Mofley,  daughter  of 
fir  John  Parker  Mofley, 
v     bart. 

Rev.  Mr.  Palmer  to  Mifs 
Eliz.  Payne,  daughter  of 
fi*  Gillies  Payne,  bart. 
Sept.  4.  James  Lowther,  efq.  to  lady 
Eliz.  Fane,  filler  of  the 
earl  of  Weihnorland. 
5.  Hon.  Geo.  Annefley,  fon 
of  vifcount  Valentia  to 
the  hon.  Mifs  Anne  Court- 
nay. 

Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Palmer. 
9.  Hon.  John  Eliot  to  Mifs 
York,  fitter  of  the  earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

Dr.  Stewart,  of  Southamp- 
ton, to  lady  Shelley. 
27 •  Jac.    Bofanquet,    efq.    to 
Mrs.  Grady,  fifter  of  fir 
Geo.  Armytage,  bart. 

Peter  Godfrey,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Rowley,  daughter  of  the 
late  fir  Jofbua  Rowley, 
bart. 

Andrew  Stuart,  efq.  M.P. 
to  Mifs   Stirling,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  W.  Stirling,  of 
Ardock,  bart. 

Rowland  Bateman,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Arabella  Denny, 
daughter  of  fir  Barry 
Denny,  bart. 
Oft.  6.  John  Wigften,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Lake,daughter  of  fir  James 
Winter  Lake,  bart. 

Chrtft.  Mufgrave,  efq.  fe- 
cond  fon  of  fir  Philip  Muf- 
grave, to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Archer. 
12.  Earl  of  Donegall  to  Mifs 
Barbara  Godirey. 

John  Wharton,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  Mifs  Sufan  Lamb  ton, 
daughter  of  gen.  Lamb- 
ton, 


GeD.Vefey,  efq.  to  Mifs  La- 
touch,  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  dow.  Latouch. 

Hon.  John  Colvill,  .ridcft" 
fon  of  lord  Colvill,  » 
Mifs  Ford. 
Nov.     Tho.  Bligh,  efq.  to  fady, 
Theodofia  Bligh.    . 
1 3:  Col.   Couffmaker   to  the 

hon.  Mifs  Southwell. 
23.  Nich.  Ridley,  efq.  brother 
of   fir    Matthew  White 

•Ridley,  bart.  to  Mifs  Le- 
titia  Atkins. 
Dec.  5.  Capt.Clivetothehon.Miis 
Archer. 

Sir  Edw.  Wm.  (5rofbie  to 
Mrs.  Dodd,  daughter  of 
lady  Hefter  Weftenra. 

Wm.  Manfel,  efq.  eldcfi  fon 
of  fir  Wm.  Maniel,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Bell. 

Barry  Denny,  efq,  fon  of 
fir  B.  Denny,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Morgell. 
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PROMOTIONS    for  die    j 
Year  1790.  j 

January.   Alan  Gardner,  efq.  ap-    ; 
pointed  one   of  the  commiffioners  ,; 
for  executing  the  office  of  high  ad- 
miral of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
vice  Gower,  refigned. 

Hon.  Mifs  J  uliaDigby,  appointed 
one  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  her 
majefty,  vice  Gunning,  refigned. 

Wm.  Bellingham,  eiq.  appointed 
one  of  the  commiffioners  in  quality 
of  a  principal  officer  of  his  majefty'i 
navy,  vice  Campbell,  deceafed. 

Francis  Stephens,  efq.  appointed 
a  commifiioner  for  victualling  hit 
majefty's  navy,  vice  Bellingham 
refigned. 

Henry  Hamilton,  efq,  appointed 

governor 
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governor  and  commander  tn  chief  The  right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder,  to 

of  the.  Bermuda  or  Somers  Iflands,  be  one  of  his  majefty's  commiilian. 

vice  Browne;*  ers  for  the  affairs  of  India. 

Febr.    Major  -  general   Thomas  *  Mr.  Nicholas,  member  for  Crick* 

Stirling  to  be  colonel  of  the  4  ift  lade,  and  Mr.  Buller,  to  be  com- 

regimsnt  of  foot,  vice  major-general  mifliohers  of  excife. 

M'Nab,  deceafed.  April.  The  right  hon.  lord  Henry 

The  earl   of  Chefterfield  to  be  John  Spencer,  his  majefty's  fecretary 

joint  poftmafler  -  general,   vice  the  of  embafly  to  the  flates-general  of 

earl  of  Weilmoreland,  lord  lieut.  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  the  cha- 

Ireland.                                          '  racier  of  his  jnajefty's  minifler  ple- 

The   right    hon.   John   Charles  nipotentiary  to  their  high  mignti- 

Villiers  to  be  chief  juftice  in  Eyre  nefles. 

North  of  Trent.  James  DufF,  efq.  to  be  his  ma- 

The  hon.  Dudley  Ryder  to  be  jefty's  conful  at  Cadiz, 

comptroller  of  his  majefty's  houfe-  Sir  Alexander  Hood,  to  be  rear 

hold,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  admiral  of  Great  Britain,    in  the 

John  Charles  Villiers,  refigned.  room  of  admiral  Darby,  deceafed. 

George  Auft,  efq.    to  be  joint  George  Hammond,  efq.  to  be  fe- 

under  fecretary  of  ftate  with  Mr.  cretary  of  legation  at  the  court  of 

Burges,  vice  the  hon.  Mr.  Ryder.  Copenhagen. 

March.    TheYarl  of  Leicefter  to  Charles  Henry  Talbot,  of  Belfaft, 

be  matter  of  the  mint,  vice  the  earl  efq.  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 

of  Chefterfield  ;  and  vifcount  Fal-  Ireland* 

mouth  to  be   captain  of  the  band  '     The  right  Rev.  Father  in  God 

of  gentlemen   penfioners,  vice  the  Lewis  lord  bifhop  of  Norwich  tranf- 

earl  of  Leicefter.  lated  to  the  fee  of  St.  Afaph. 

Earl  Harcourt  to  be  mailer  of  the  June.    Colonel  George  Hotham, 

horfe  to  her  majefty,  vice  the  earl  David  Dundas,   Adam  Williamfon, 

of  VValdegrave,  deceafed.  Robert  Abercromby,  Gerard  Lake, 

Doftor  William  Black  to  be  firft  Thomas  Mufgrave,  Jofeph  Gore- 
phyfician  to  his  majefty  in  Scot-  ham,  Guftavus  Guydickens,  John 
land.  Manfell,  George  'Morgan,  Alex- 
John  Hunter,  efq.  to  be  furgeon-  ander  Stewart,  James  Coates,  Ralph 
general  of  his  majefty's  forces,  and  Dundas,  Richard  Whyte,  Alured 
lnfpc&or  of  the"  regimental  hofpi-  Clarke,  and  James  Hugonin,  to  be 
tals,  vice  Robert  Adair,  deceafed.  major-generals  in  the  army. 

Surgeon  Thomas  Keate,  of  the  Right  hon.  John  James  earl  of 

1  ft  reg.  of  foot  guards,  to  be  fur-  Abercorn,   to  be  governor  of  the 

geon  of  Chelfea-hofpital.  counties  of  Donegal  and  Tyrone,  in 

Sir  William  Scott,  to  be  matter  Ireland. 

of  the  faculties,  in  the  room  of  the  The  Rev.  Charles  Morgan,  A.  M. 

late  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph.  to  the  deanry  of  his  majefty's  ca- 

Commiffioner    Martin,     of    the  thedral  church   of  St.  Patrick,  in 

dock-yard  at   Portfmouth,    to    be  the  diocefe  of  Ardagh,  in  Ireland, 

comptroller  of  the  navy,  vice  fir  The   Rev.  John    Home,   D.D, 

Charles  Middleton,  refigned.  dean  of  Canterbury,  to  the  bifhop- 

rick 
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rick  of  Norwich,  vice  Dr.  Ba.got, 
tranflated  to  St.  Afaph. 

Earl  Gower  to  be  his  majefty's 
ambaflador  extraordinary  and  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  mod  chriftian 
king. 

Right  hon.  George  Granville  Le- 
▼efon  Earl  Gower,  to  be  one  of  his 
jnajefty*s  moft  hon.  privy  council. 

Charles  Oakeley,  of  Shrewlbury, 
efq.  to  be  a  baronet  of  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten. 
Archibald  Cockburn,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  barons  of  his  majefty's 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  vice  the  late 
David  Stewart  MoncneiFe,  efq.  de- 
ceafed. 

George  Buchan  Hepburn,  efq.  to 
be  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  of 
Scotland,    on    the    resignation    of 
Archibald  Coekbum,  tiq.  late  judge 
'  thereo£  * 

The  right  hon.  George  Henry 
earl  of  "Eulton  to  be  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

The  right  hon.  James  marquis  of 
fjraham  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon, 

The  right  hon.   Philip  earl    of 
*  Jiardwicke  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Cambridge. 

The  Rev.  William  Buller  to  be 
dean  of  Canterbury,  vice  Dr.  John 
Jiorne,  promoted  to  the  bifhopric 
of  Norwich. 

Rev.  Ch.  Harvard,  D.  D.  vto  be 
dean  of  Exeter,  vice  Dr.  William 
puller,  promoted. 

The  Rey.  J ofeph  Turner,  I).  D. 
to  be  dean  of  Norwich,  vice  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Lloyd,  deceafed. 
The  dignity   of   a  Baron  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland  tp  the  fol- 
lowing perfons  and  their  heirs 
male,  by  the  names,  ftiles,  and 
titles  under  mentioned,  viz. 
The  Right  Rev.  William  Cecil 


Pery,  D.D.  biflbop  of  Limerick, 
Ardfert,  and  Aghdadoe,  baron 
'Glentworth,  of  Mallow,  in  Cork. 
.  Mrs.  Margaretta  Fofter,  wife  of 
the  right  hon.  John  Fofter,  baronefs 
Oriel,  of  Collorr,  in  Louth ;  and  to 
the  heirs  male  of  her  body  lawfully 
begotten  by  the  (aid  John  Fofter, 
the  dignity  of  baron  Oriels  of  Col- 
Ion  aforefaid. 

Right  Hon.  George  Agar,  baron 
Callan,  of  Callan,  in  Kilkenny. 

Robert  Dillon,  of  Clonbrock,  in 
Galway,  efq.  baron  Clonbrock,  of 
Clonbrock  aforefaid.     . 

James  Alexander,  of  Caledon,  in 
Tyrone,  efq.  baron  Caledon,  of  Ca- 
ledon afpreiaid. 

The  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
feveral  Noblemen  and  'Gentle- 
men following^-  and  the  heirs 
male  of  their  refpe&ive  bodies 
lawfully  begotten,  by  the  names, 
ftiles,  and  titles  under  mentioned, 
via. 

The  right  hon.  Arthur  earl  of 
Donegall,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, baron  Fifherwick,  of  Fifher- 
wick,  in  Staffbrdfhire* 
.  The  right  hon.  J  ame3  earl  of  Fife, 
of  the.  kingdom  of  Ireland,  baron 
of  Fife,  in  the  county  of  Fife. 

The  right  hon.  James  Bucknall 
Grimfton,  vifcount  Grimfton,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Irelaad,  baron  Veru- 
lam,  of  Gorhambury,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford. 

The  right  hon.  Conftantine  John 
lord  Mulgrave,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  baron  Mulgrave,  of  Mul- 
grave, in  York  (hire. 

Archibald  Douglas,  efq.  baron 
Douglas,  of  Douglas,  in  the  county 
of  Lanerk ;  and 

Edwin  Lafcelles',  efq.  baron 
Harewood,  of  Harevyobd,  in  York- 
mire.  ' 

Rt. 
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Rt.  rev.  Dr.  George  Lewis  Jones, 
bi/iiop  of  Kilmore,  tranflated  to  the 
blfhoprick  of  Kildare,  and  to  hold 
thedeanry  of  Chrift  Church,  Dub- 
lin, in  commendam,  vice  Jackfon,  de* 
ceafed. 

Rt.  rev.  William  Fofter,  bifhop 
of  Cork  and  Rofs/  tranflated  to 
Xilmore,  vice  Jones. 

Rev.  William  Bennet,  D..  D.  pro- 
moted to  the  biQiopridc  of  Cork 
and  Rofs. 

'  Right  hon.  William  Pitt,  ele&ed 
high  fteward  of  the  univeriity  of 
Cambridge,  vice  earl.  Hardwicke, 
deceafed. 

July.  Rev.  Combe  Miller,  M.  A. 
appointed  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Chichefter,  vice  Harward, 
refigned. 

John  Orde,  efq.  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  and  captain  in 
the  royal  navy,  created  a  baronet. 

Henry  James  Pye,  efq.  appointed 
poet  laureat  to  his  majefty,  vice. 
Warton,  deceafed. 

Paul  Deugenan,  efq.  LL.  D.  to 
be  king's  advocate  in  the  court  of 
admiralty  in  Ireland. 

John  Sylvefter,  efq.  to  be  com- 
mon ferjeant  of  the  city  of  London. 

Auguft.  .Rev.  Mr.  Winftanley, 
cf  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  ap- 
pointed Camden  pfofeflbr  of  an- 
tient  hiftory  ;  vice  Warton,  de- 
ceafed. 

64th  regiment  of  foot.  Major- 
general  John  Leland  to  be  colonel, 
vice  Heat.  gen.  Pomeroy,  deceafed. 

Lieut,  col.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  of 
the  17th  regiment  of  (light J  dra- 
goons, to  be  deputy  adjutant-gen. 
of  the  forces  in  South  Britain,  vice 
major-general  William fon,  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  47th  regi- 
ment. 

47th  regiment  of  foot.  Major- 
general  Adam  Williamfon  to  be 
soloaejj,  vice  Guy  lord  Dorchefter, 


Lieut,  col.  James  Moncrief,  of 
the  corps  of  royal  engineers,  to  be 
deputy  quarter -mailer -general  of 
his  majefty's  forces,  vice  major- 
general  William  Roy,  deceafed. 

Charles  Henry  Frafer,  efq.  to  be 
his  majefty's  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  circle  of  Lower  Sax- 
ony, and  refideht  with  the  Hanfe 
Townsi  vice  Emanuel  Majhias.,  efq. 
deceafed. 

William  Hanbary,  efq.  to  be  his 

majefty's  agent  conful  in  the  circle 

of  Lower  Saxony,  and  the  free  cities 

of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck. 

Admiralty  Office,  Sept.  zu 

Thh  day,  in  purfuance  of  the 
king's  pleafure,  the  following  flag- 
officers  of  his  majefty's  fleet  were 
promoted,  viz.- 

Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B.  John 
Evans,  and  Mark  Milbanke,  efqrs. 
vice  admirals  of  the  white,  to  be 
vice  admirals  of  the  red. 

Thomas  Graves,  Robert  Digby, 
and  Benjamin  Marlow,  efqrs.  and 
fir  Alexander  Hood,  K.  B.  vice- 
admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be  vice-ad- 
mirals of  the  white. 

Sir  Richard  Hughes,  knt.  John 
Elliott,  and  William  Hotham,  «fqrs. 
rear-admirals  of  the  red,  and  Jofeph 
Peyton,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
white,  to  be  vice-admirals  .of  the 
blue. 

John  Carter  Allen,  efq.  fir 
Charles  Middleton,  and  fir  John 
Laforey,  barts.  John  Dalrymple, 
efq.  Herbert  Sawyer,  efq.  fir  Rich. 
King,  knt.  and  Jonathan  Faulknor„ 
efq.  rear-admirals  of  the  white,  to 
be  rear-admirals  of  the  red. 

Phillip  Affleck,  efq.  fir  Rfchard 
Bickerton,  bart.  the  hon.  J.  Levc- 
fon  Gower,  fir  John  Jerv}s,  K.  B, 
and  Adam  Duncan,  efq.  rear-admi- 
rals of  the  blue,  to  be  rear-admirals 
of  the  white,. 

The  following  captains  were  alfo 

appointed 
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appointed  flag-officers  of  his  ma- 

jeily's  fleet,  viz. 

-    Richard  Braithwaite,.  and  Phil- 

lips  Colby,  efqrs.  to  be  rear-admirals 

of  the  white. 

„  Thomas  Fitzherbert,  Samuel  Cor- 

tiifh,  John  Brisbane,  John  Houlton, 

Charles  Woolfeley,  Charles  Inglis, 

and  Sam.  Cranfton  Goodall,  efqrs. 

io>  be  rear-admirals  of  the  blue. 

And  the  following  further  pro- 
motions of  fea-officers  have  alfo 
been  made,  viz. 

Twenty  mailers  and  command- 
ers, taken  from  the  lift  of  thofe  who 
were  made  before  the  end  of  1782, 
to  be  pod  captains. 

Twenty  lieutenants  taken  from 
the  lid  of  thofe  who  were  made  be- 
fore the  en4  of  1780,  to  be  mailers 
and  commanders. 

Twenty  midfhlpmen,  formerly 
appointed  lieutenants  by  command- 
ers in  chief,  which  appointment,  from 
particular  circumftances,  could  not 
be  confirmed,  to  be  lieutenants. 

October.  The  dignity  of  a  map- 
.quis  of  the  kingdom,  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  the  right  hon.  John  James 
Hamilton,  earl  of  Abercorn,  and  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  be- 
gotten, by  the  name,  iryle,,  and  title 
of  marquis  of  Abercorn. 
N  The  hon.  capt.  Keith  Stewart  to 
the  rank  of  rear-adrniral  of  the  blue 
iquadron  of  his  majeiiy's  fleet. 

John  Cowflade,  efq.  tp  be  gentle- 
man ufher  of  the  privy  chamber  to 
her  majefty,  vice  the  late  general 
Wynyard ;  John  Smith,  efq.  to  be 
gentleman  ufher  daily  Waiter,  vice 
John  Cowflade,  efq. ;  and  ■■ 

Moleiworth,  efq.  to  be  gentleman 
ufher  quarter  -waiter,  vice  John 
Smith,  efq.  , 

The  right  hon.  John  Charles  Vil- 
liers  to  be  warden  and  chief  juftice 
in  eyre  of  all  his  majefty's  forefts, 
parks,  chaces,  and  warrens  beyond 


Trent,  vice  the  right  hon.  Georgef 
Evelyn,  vifcount  Falmouth. 

Lieutenant-general  fir  Robert 
Boyd,  K.  B.  to  be  governor  of  Gib- 
raltar, vice  right  hon.  general  lord 
Heathfield,  deceafed;  and  major- 
general  fir  Henry  Calder,  bart.  to  be 
lieut.  governor  of  Gibraltar,  vice 
lieut.  gen.  fir  Robert  Boyd. 

The  right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder  to 
be  prefident  of  the  committee  of 
privy  council  appointed  -for  the 
confederation  of  all  matters  relating 
to  trade  and  foreign  plantations, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  lord  Hawkefbury. 

Lord  vifcount  Wentworth  to  be 
one  of  the  lords  of  his  majefty's 
bed-chamber. 

Jofhua  Johnfon,  efq.  to  be  con- 
ful  for  the  united,  dates  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  port  of  London,  and  the 
places  adjacent. 

Novem.  Right  hon.  Henry  baron 
Digby,  created  vifcount  Colefhill,- 
county  of  Warwick,   and   earl  of 
Digby,  county  of  Lincoln. 

Right  hon.  Algernon  Percy,  lord 
Louvaine  and  baron  of  Alnwick, 
created  earl  of  Beverley,  in  the 
county  of  York. 

Right  hon.  William  Hall  Gage, 
vifcount  Gage  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  baron  Gage  of  Firle,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  creat- 
ed baron  Gage  of  Highmeadows, 
county  of  Glouccft  er ;  with  remain- 
der to  his  nephew,  Henry  Gage,  efq. 

JUght  hon.  William  Wyndham 
Grenyille,.  created  baron  Grenville, 
of  Wotton  under  Bernewood,  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Montrofe, 
appointed  matter  of  the  horfe  to  the 
king,  vice  the  duke  of  Montagu, 
deceafed. 

Decern.  Geo.  Hammond,  efq.  ap- 
pointed fecretacy  of  embaffy.  at  the 
court  of  Madrid, 

Francis 
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Francis  Drake,  cfq.  appointed 
fecretary  of  legation  at  the  court 
of  Copenhagen. 

George  Auguftus  Frederick  Lake, 
efq.  appointed  one  of  the  pages  of 
honour  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Alex.  Shaw,  efq.  appointed  lieut. 
governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  vice 
Dawfon,  refigned. 

His  royal  highnefs  prince  Wil- 
liam Henry  duke  of  Clarence,  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral 
of  the  blue. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1790. 

Jan.  At  Lyons,  fir  Wm.  Mere- 
dith, bart.  He  was  elected  a  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Wigan 
in  ! 75 5,  and  for  Liverpool  in  1762. 
In  1 764.^  he  was  appointed  a  lord 
commiffioner  of  the  admiralty,  which 
he  refigned  the  year  following,  on 
the   dii'miffion   of   the   marquis   of    Green,  of  Minfterley. 
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Francis  Stanhope,  eiq.  groom  o^ 
the  chambers  to  her  majefty. 

Geo.  Darby,  efq.  rear-admiral  of 
England,  and  an  elder  brother  of 
the  Trinity-houfe,  in  which  he  is 
fucceeded  by  the  right  hon.  William 
Pitt. 

March.  Aged  near  6o>  of  a  fe- 
ver and  ftone  in  his  bladder,  Dr. 
Samuel  Hallifax,  bifhop  and  arch- 
deacon of  St.  Afaph,  to  which  fee 
he  was  tranflated  from  6loucefter, 
in  Mareh,  1789.— He  was  a  prelate 
of  great  knowledge,  and  of  great  a- 
bility;  an  incomparable  civilian,  and 
an  extremely  acute  public  Speaker. 
His  fermons  at  bifhop  Warburton's 
lectures  and  other  writings  are  much 
efteemed,  and  are  written  with  great 
elegance  of  ftyle,  as  well  as  with 
much  profundity  of  thinking. 

Sir  John  Coghill,  bart.  of  Cog- 
hill-hall,  in  the  county  of  York. 

In  his   19th  year,  Mr.  Richard 


was 


Rockingham.      In    1768,   he 
again   elected   for   Liverpool,  and 
afterwards    appointed    cornp- 


was 


troller  of  the  household,  from 
which  office  he  was  difmifled  feve- 
ral  years  before  his  death. 

At  his  feat  at  Killrudery,  county 
of  Wicklow,  the  right  hon.  Anthony 
Brabazon,  earl  of  Meath,  He  was 
bom  in  February,  1721;  married, 
1758,  Grace,  daughter  of  Jn.  Leigh, 


At    Cambro,    in    Scotland,    fir 
Charles  Erfkine,  bart. 
*    At  Leinfter-houTe,  Dublin,  lady 
Augufta  Fitzgerald,  youngeft  daughr 
ter  erf  the  duke  of  Leinfter. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ch.  Jackfon, 
lord  biihop  of  Kildare.  ' 

April,  Charlotte  Countefs  of 
Fauconberg.  She  was  daughter  of 
the  late  fir  Matthew  Lambe,  bart. 
and  fiiter  of  the.  prefent  lord  Mel- 


efq.   of  Rofs   Garland,  county   of    bourne ;  and  was  married,  May  29, 
Wexford,  and  had  iflue  four  fons     1766,  to  Henry  earl  Fauconberg, 


and  fix  daughters.  His  third  fur- 
viving  Ion,  William,  lord  Ardce, 
born  j  769,  lately  elected  knight  of 
the  fhire  for  t  the  county  of  Dublin, 
fucceeds  him  in  his  honours  and 
cftates. 

'  Feb.  In  )ier  3  2d  year,  lady  Hof- 
kyns,  wife  of  fir  Hungerford  Hpf- 
kyns,  bart..  only  daughter  of  Edwin 


by  whom    fhe    had    four  daugh- 
ters. 

Sidi  Mahomet,  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco. Whilil  taking  the  air  oa 
horfeback,  he  was  leized  with  a 
pain  near  his  heart;  and  a  florm 
fuddenly  arifing,  be  called,  with 
fome  exertion,  for  Jiis  coach ;  was 
placed  in  it,  and  inftamly  expired. 

His 
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His  remains  have  been  depofited  in  May.  At  his  houfe  in  St.  JamefV 
one  of  the  towers  of  Rabat.  His  fquare,  the  right  hon.  Philip  Yorke, 
fon  Muli  el  Zczid  was,  on  the  1 5  th,  earl  of  Hardwicke,  vifcountRoyftoiv 
proclaimed  emperor  in  his  room;  and  lord  Hardwicke,  one  of  the  tei- 
and,  as  it  is  faid,  began  his  reign-  lers  of  his  majefty's  exchequer,  lord* 
with  wreaking  his  vengeance  on  the  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum  of 
Spanifh  conful,  to  whom  he  has  be-  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and  high  . 
hived  with  unexampled  fe verity.  fteward  of  that  univerfity,  a  truftcc 
The  hon.  Mrs.  Walfingham,  re-  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  LL.D. 
lift  of  the  late  hon.  commodore  F.R.  S.  London,  and  F.S.A.  of 
Robert  Boyle  Walfingham,  who  was  Scotland.  Hi  si  ordfhip  was  born  Dec.; 
loft  in  the  Thunderer  man  of  war,  20,  N.S.  1720,  and  fucceeded  hi? 
fbme  years  ago.  She  was  the  father,  the  late  lord  chancellor  Hard- 
daughter  and  coheirefs  of  fir  Charles  wicke,  in  March  1764.  The  titlesy 
Hanbury  Williams,  K.B.  and  of  the  and  fuch  parts  of  the  eftate  asde*- 
lady  Frances,  daughter  of  the  late  fcended  from  the  chancellor,  arc 
carl  Coningfby. "  devolved    on    Philip   Yorke,  efq. 

At  Munich,  in  her  68th  year,  after  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  Mr.  Charle* 
two  days  illnefs,  her  ferene  highnefs  Yorke.  During  his  refidence  itt 
the  duchefs  dowager  of  Bavaria,  Bennet  college,  a  work  was  undcr- 
widow  of  duke  Clement.  taken  by  his  lordfhip,  affifted  btf 

Right  hon.  Hugh   lord  Mafley,    fome   of  his  contemporaries*  intk 
Ion  of  Hugh,  created  lord  MafTey    tuled,    «  The  Athenian  Letters;" 
1776.     He  married  Catherine,  eld-    and  though *it  has  not  hitherto  beeit    < 
eft  daughter  of  Edw.  Taylor,  efq.    printed  with  a  view  to  publication*, 
of  Ballynort,   1760,   by  whom   he    yet  it  has  been  circulated  amongft  • 
had  iflue  three  fons  and  four  daugh-    fo   many  of  his  lordfhip's  friend* 
ters,  and  fucceeded  his  father    in    and  acquaintance,  that  it  is  well 
1788.  known  as  a  work  of  confideraUc 

At  Roftellan,  county  of  Corke,    merit.     He   publiihed  die  Corre- 
the  countefs  of  Orkney  and  Inchi-    fpondence  of  Sir  Dudley  Carleton# 
quin.    She  was  the  grand-daughter    cmbafl'ador    to    the   ftates   general 
of  George  the  firft  earl,  who  was    during  the.  reign  of  James  I.  and 
the  fifth  fon  of  William  and  Anne    prefixed  to  it  an  hiftorical  preface, 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Hamilton,  and    containing  an  account  of  the  many 
feld-niarlhal  of  his  majefty's  forces,    important   negociations   that  were 
Both  this  lady  and  her  mother  mar-    carried  on  during  that  interefting 
ried  earls   of  Inchiquin.     Neither    period.     In  1779  he  publiihed  W> 
-of  them  having  male  ifTue,  the  titles    volumes   of  ftate    papers,  "fele&rf 
of  Orkney  have  ever  gone  to  fe-    from  the  collections  at  the  Paper- 
males.     The    prefent  countefs    is    office  and  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  a* 
married  to  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  (bro-    well  as  from  his  own  valuable  col* 
therto  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne),    lection. — His  lordfhip  was  married* 
who  has  a  fon,  now  vifcount  Kirk-    in  May  174 1,  to  Jemima,  daughter 
wall,  and  the  firft  heir  male  of  the    of  the  late  earl  of  Breadalbane,  who 
family.  inherited  from  her  grandfather,  the 

At  Briftol,  the  hon.  Mifs  Elizab.  late  duke  of  Kent,  eftates  in  the 
Hewitt,  youngeft  daughter  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Eflex,  *J^ 
late  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland.  Wiltfhire*  and  the  ancient  baton** 
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bf  Lucas  and  Crudwell.  The  title 
of  marquis  of  Grey,  which  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  duke  of  Kent,  with 
remainder  to  his  eldeft  grand-daugh- 
ter, and  her  heirs-male,  will  now 
become  extinct;  but  the  barony  of 
Lucas  (being  limited  to  heirs  gene- 
ral) will  defcend,  upon  the  death  of 
the  marchionefs  Grey,  to  her  eldeft 
daughter,  lady  Amabell  Polwarth, 
widow  of  lord  Polwarth.  His  lord- 
ihip's  perfonal  property,  and  the 
eftates  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  will 
devolve  upon  his  immediate  de- 
scendants. 

Lately,  the  right  hofa.  Stephen 
Moore,  earl  and  vifcount  Mountca- 
ihell,  baron  Kilworth>  and  one  of  his 
majefty's  moft  honourable  privy 
council.  His  lOrdlhip  married,  in  the 
month  of  June,  1769,  lady 'Helen 
Rawdon»  (econd  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Moira,  by  wfcom  he  had 
ifiue  Stephen  lord  Kilworth  (now 
earl  of  Mountcafhell),  born  March 
9,  1770,  at  prefent  on  his  travels  ; 
as  alfo  two  other  fons,  John  and 
William,  born  in  1772  and  1775, 
and  a  daughter,  lady  Helen,  born 
in  1773. 

At  his  hoilfe  in  privy-gardens, 
George  Montagu  duke  of  Monta- 
eu,  marquis  Monthermer,  earl  of 
tJardigan,  baron  Brudenell  of  Stan- 
ton-Wivil,  and  baron  Montagu  of 
Boughtoh,  mailer  of  the  horfe  to 
the  king,  governor >  and  captain  of 
Windfor  Caftle,  lord  ljeuteyint  of 
ihe  county  of  Huntingdon,  presi- 
dent of  St.  Luke's  Hofpital,  vice- 
preiident  of  St.  George's  Hofpital, 
and  prefident  of  the  fociety  for  the 
encouragement  of  arts,  F.  R.  S.  ba- 
ronet, and  knight  of  the  moft  noble 
orders  of  the  garter  and  bath. 
Dying  without  male  iflue,  the  duke- 
dom and  marquifate  become  ex- 
tindt.  The  earldom  of  Cardigan 
deicends  to  his  brother,  lord  Brude* 
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ncll.  The  barony -of  Montagu  df 
Boughton  comes  to  lord  Henrjr 
•Montagu  Scott,  fecond  fon  of  the 
duke  of  Buccleugh,  who  is  married 
to  the  late  duke's  only  daughter.— 
His  gra.ee  was  born  July  26,  1711, 
and  fucceeded  his  father,  the  late 
■earl  of  Cardigan,  in  1713.  He  was 
created  duke  of  Montagu,  and 
marquis  Monthermer,  in  1760.  Oh 
July  7,  1730,  he  married  ii  daughr 
ter  of  the  late  duke  of  Montagu, 
who  died  in  1775,  by  wham  hfe 
had  iflue  John  marquis  of  Monther- 
mer, who  was  created  baron  Mon- 
tagu of  Boughton  in  1762,  and  ditd 
April  11,  1770,  unmarried  1  arid 
Elizabeth,  the  prefeht  duchefs  or* 
JJuccleugh. 

'  June.  In  his  66th  year,  right 
hon.  J.  Pomeroy,  lieutenant-general 
of  his  majefty's  forces*  colofiel  Of 
the  64th  regiment  of  foot,  of  which 
he  was  commander  24  years,  M.  P. 
in  the  prefent  Irifh  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Trim,  and  one  of 
his  ma  jelly's  moft  honourable  privy 
council. 

At  his  houfe  in  Portman-fquare, 
of  a  pleurify  in  his  fide,  his  excel- 
lency the  count  de  Lucchefi,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  the  king  of  Na- 
ples to  our  court,  which  office  he 
Jiad  filled  fome  years.  His  re-, 
mains  were  interred  in  the  burying- 
ground  at  Pancras,  with  the  ufual 
Roman  Catholic  ceremonies.  All 
the  foreign  ambafladors,  minifters, 
and  envoys,  went  in  proceffion ;  tho 
duke  of  Leeds's  coach  and  fervantS) 
followed  the  hea-fe,  the  former  in 
their  full  livery;  but  his  grace  waa 
not  there,  on  account  of  public  bu- 
iinefs. 

Maria  Therefa,  countefs  of  Ik 
chefter. 

July.    At  Calcutta,  the  fon  of 
fir  Ed.  Aftley,  bart. 
.  In  Dublin,  Mrs.  Molyneux,  filler 
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of  the  right  hon.  fir  Capel  Moly- 
neux,  bart. 

Hon.    Mifs    Fitzgibbon,    eldeft 
daughter  of  the  lord  chancellor. 

■At  his  chateau  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
of  a  fecond  ftroke  of  the  palfy,  irt 
his  73d  year,  the  right  hon.  Geo. 
Auguftus    Eliotf,  16rd    Heathfield, 
K.  B.    governor  of  Gibraltar y  and 
colonel  of  the   15  th  regiment   of 
light  dragoons. — He  was   born  in 
.1718;  and  received  the  firft  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  under  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  and  at  an  early  time  of 
life  was  fent  to   the  univerfity  of 
Ley  den,  where  he  made  confider- 
able  progrefs  in  claflical  learning, 
and  fpoke  with  fluency  and  elegance 
the  German  and  French,  languages. 
Being  defigned  for  a  military  life, 
he  was  fent  from  thence  to  the  cele- 
brated Ecole  Royale  du  Genie  Mi- 
litaire,    at    La    Fere    in    Picardy, 
where  he  laid   the   foundation   of 
what  he  fo  confpicuoufly  exhibited 
at  the    defence  of  Gibraltar.     In 
1735,  jbe  became  a  volunteer  in  the 
23d  regiment  of   foot,   or  Royal 
Welch  Fuzileers,   and  foon    after 
was    admitted    into    the    engineer 
corps  at  Woolwich;   from  whence, 
Jie  purchafed  the  adjutancy  of  the 
2d  troop  of  horfe  -  grenadiers,  in 
which  he  became  a  captain    and 
major,  as  well  as  lieutenant-colonel, 
when  he  refigned  his  -commiffion  as 
an  engineer.    In  1759  he  quitted 
the  horfe- guards,  and. was  fele&ed 
to  raife,  form,  and  difcipline  the  1  ft 
regiment  ofjight-horfe,  which  bore 
his  name.     Having  gone  through 
various  departments  in  different  {cr~ 
..vices  with   the  greateft  marks   of 
bravery  and  military  knowledge,  in 
j  775  he  was  appointed  commander 
in  chief  in  Ireland,  which  he  foon 
relinquished,  and  was  appointed  to 
the  command  df  Gibraltar,  in  a  for- 
tunate hoax  for  the  fafety  of  that  im- 


portant fortrefs  j  where  he,  by  a  c6of 
and  temperate  demeanour,  main- 
tained his  (ration  for  three  years-  of 
conftant  invefhnent,  in  which  all  the 
powers  of  Spain  were  employed, 
.and  where  he  never  fpent  his  am* 
munition  in  ufelefs  parade,  but  feiz- 
ed  on  the  proper  moment,  with  the 
keened  perfpe&ion,  to  make  his  at- 
tack with  fuccefs,  which  ever  crown- 
ed his  endeavours.  All  the  eyes  of 
Europe  were  on  this  garrifon;  and 
his  conducVas  juftly  exalted  him  to 
the  moll  elevated  rank  in  t^e  mili- 
tary annals  of  the  day.  On  his  re- 
turn to  England,  the  gratitude  of 
the  Britifh  fenate  was  as  forward  as 
the  public  voice  in  giving  him  that 
diftinguifhed  mark  his  merit  de- 
fended, to  which  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  add  that  of  the  peerage, 
by  the  title  of  lord  HeatKfieJd,  baron 
Gibraltar,  *n  June  14,.  1787,  and 
permitting  his  lord  (hip  to  take  alfo 
the  arms  of  the  fortrefs  he  had  fo 
bravely  defended,  to  perpetuate  to 
futurity  his  noble  condudt. — He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  fir  Fran- 
cis Drake,  of  Devonfhire,  and  had 
by  her  (who  died  in  1769)  Francis 
Auguftus,  now  lord  Heathfield,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  6th  regiment 
of  horfe. 

Lady  Anne  Paterfon,  relidr,  of 
fir  John  Paterfon,  bart.  of  Eccles, 
near  Kelfo,  and  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Marchmont. 

SirXho.  Geo.  Shipwith,  bart.  the 
title  is  fuppofed  ■■  to  defcend  to  a 
relation  in  Virginia. 

Sir  Peter  Heyman,  bart.  of  So- 
merfield,  Kent.  He  was  formerly  in 
the  navy;  and  at  the  age  of  17 
married  Mifs  Xempe,  daughter  and 
fole  heirefs  of  —  Kempe,  efq.  of 
Plymouth,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  who,  as  well  as  his  lady, 
are  long  fince  dead;  and  he  leaving 
no  iilue,  the  title  devolves  to  the 
f  JUv. 
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fcev.  Henry  Pixe  Heyman,  M.  A.  of  Mawbey,  bart.   She  was  the  daugh- 

Canterbufy,  fellow  of  Emanuel  col-  ter,  and   (on  the  death  of  he    bro- 

ledge,  Cambridge,  grandfon  of  his  ther,  Jofeph  Pratt,  efq.    in   1766) 

father's  fecond  brother.  heirets    of  Richard    Pratt,   efq.    of 

Auguft  4.    In  the  87th  year  of  Vauxhall,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
his  age,  the  right  honourable  Fran-         In  Dublin,  lady  Blaney,  mother 

cis*  North,  earl  'of  Guildford,  lord  of  the  countefs  of  Clermont. 


North  and  Guildford,  treafurer  to 
the  queen's  household,  high  fteward 
*>f  Banbury,  and  a  vice-prefident  of 
St  George's  hofpital.  His  lordfhip 
was  born  April  13  th,  1704,  and  fuc- 
cee'ded  his  father  in  1729,  as  lord 
Guildford:  Oftober  31ft,  1734,  ne 
fucceeded  to  the  title  of  lord  North, 
hy  the  death  of  William  lord  North 
and  Grey ;  and  on  March  8th,  1752, 
was  created  earl  of  Guildford.  His 
lordihip  married,  June  16th,  1728, 


Sept,  The  countefs  of  Claren- 
don. 

Archibald  lord  vifcount  Gosford, 
baron  Gosford,  of  Market- hill,  ba- 
ronet of  Nova  Scotia,  and  one  of 
his  majefty's  moft  honourable  privy 
council.  His  lordfhip  was  born  in 
the  year  1718,  and  chofen  M.  P. 
for  the  univerfity  of  Dublin  in  1 741. 
He  fucceeded  his  father,  the  late  iir 
Arthur  Achefon,  in  title  and  tftate 
in  1748.     In  1 76 1,  he  was  chofen 


Xncy,  daughter  of  George  earl  of    to  reprefent  the  county  of  Armagh; 
Halifax,  by  which  lady,  who  died     and  in    1770,  during   the  admini- 


May  7th,  1734,  ^e  **ad  ^ue  Fre- 
derick, the  prefent  lord  North  (now 
earl  of  Guildford),  who  was  born 
•April  13th,  1732.  By  his  fecond 
lady,  relidl  of  George  lord  vifcount 
lewiiham,  and  only  daughter  of  fir 
•Arthur  Kaye,  ofWoodfome  in  York- 
ftire,  bart.  he  had  three  daughters, 
vhom  he  furvived,  and  a  fon,  B  rown- 
tow,  born  in  July,  174J,  the  prefent 
fcfhop  of  Winchefter.  His  fecond 
kdydied  April  21ft,  1745  5  anc*  *n 
June,  175 1,  his  lordfhip  married 
•Aime,  relict  of  Lewis  Watfon,  earl 
J>f  Rockingham,  who  died  without 
*flue  in  December,  1 776. 


ftration  cf  lord  Townfend,  he  was 
made  a  privy  counfellor.  On  July 
20,  1776,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
peerage,  by  the  title  of  baron  Gos- 
ford, of  Market-hill ;  and  in  the 
year  1785  was  created  vifcount 
Gosford. —  In  1740  he  married 
Mary,  youngefl:  daughter  of  John 
Richardfon,  efq.  of  Richill,  county 
of  Armagh ;  and  by  her  ladyfhip, 
who  is  ftill  living,  he  has  left  the 
following  furviving  iffue :  one  fori, 
the  hon.  Arthur  Achefon,  member 
in  the  prefent  parliament;  for  the 
borough  of  Old  Leighlin,  and  now 
lord    vifcount    Gosford ;    and    fix 


Katharine,  countefs  dowager  of    daughters :    Anna-Maria,    married 
tljtoiouth,  relitt  of  Other  Lewis,     to  the  Rev.  Henry  MaxwcU;  Ni- 


.  Jth  earl,  to  whom  me  was  married 
to  i7$o.  She  was  eldeft  daughter 
of  Thomas  lord  Archer,  by  whom 
fce  had  twelve  children.. 

13.  At  Kirklees,  the  feat  of  fir 
George  Armitage,  bart.  his  lady, 
Aleft  daughter  of  lord  Suifield. 

Lady  Mawbey,  wife  of  fir  Jofeph 


cola,  to  Michatl  Obins,efq.  of  Port- 
adown;  Julia-Henrietta,  to  Alex. 
Mac  Aulay,  efq.  of  Glenville;  Lu- 
cinda,  tJ  Jeremiah  French,  efq. ; 
Mary,  to  Hugh  Montgomery,  efq. 
of  Cattle  Hume;  and  Sophia,  un- 
married. 
-  TV  lady  of  fir  John  Orde,  b-»n. 

i^)  Hon, 
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Hon.  licut.  gen.  Philip  Sherard. 
He  commanded  as  major-general  in 
the .  .campaign  of  1762,  and  ac- 
quired great  credit  in  the  affair  of 
B  nicker  Muhl,  where  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  ift  regiment  of  Britifh 
guards. 

At  his  houfe  in  Pall-mall,  his 
royal  highnefs  prince  Henry-Fre- 
derick, duke  of  Cumberland  and 
Strathern,  earl  of  Dublin,  in  Ire- 
land, knight  of  the  moft  honourable 
order  6f  the  garter,  one  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  moft  honourable  privy  coun- 
cil, an  admiral  of  the  white,  and 
ranger  of  Windfor  Great  Park.  His 
toyal  highnefs  was  born  Nov.  7th, 
*745  '  and  was  created  an  admiral 
in  1788.  He  married  the  honour- 
able Anne  Horton,  widow  of  Chrif- 
topher  Horton,  efq.  daughter  of  the 
late,  and  filler  of  the  prefent  earl  of 
Carhampton,  by  whom  he  has  left 
no  iflue.-»-After  laying  in  date  two 
days,  the  body  was  depofited,  with 
great  folemnity  and  pomp,  in  the 
vault  of  the  chapel  of  Henry  the 
Vllth,  in  Weftminfter-abbey,  on 
the  28th  inftant,  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night. 

23.  At  his  feat  at  Twickenham, 
after  a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  the 
moft  noble  William  Graham,  duke, 
marquis,  and  earl  of  Montrofe,  mar- 
quis and  baron  Graham,  Dun4aff, 
Kincarn,  Mindock,  and  Kinabdr,  in 
Scotland,  and  earl  and  baron  Gra- 
ham of  Belford,  county  pf  North- 
umberland, in  £ngland.-^-His  grace 
married,  in  October,  I742,  Lucy 
Manners,  daughter  of  John  fecond 
duke  of  Rutland,  by  whom  (who 
died  June  18th,  1780)  he  hadiflue, 
one,  James,  marquis  Graham,  born 
February  8th,  1755   (married,  firft, 


March  5th,  1785,  Jemima  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  the  earl  of  Afh- 
burnham,  by  whom  he  had  dfiue  a 


fon,  born  September  4th,  1786:  th* 
marchionefs  died  fourteen  days  af- 
ter (he  was  delivered,  and  the  cjiild 
died  April  23d,  1787 ;  and  the  mar- 
quis married,  fecond ly,  July,  1790, 
lady  '  Caroline     Maria   Montagu, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  late,  and  fif- 
ter  to  the  prefent  duke  of  Manches- 
ter);— .2.  Lucy,  born  July,   1751^ 
and  married  June,  1771,  to  Archi 
bald  Douglas,  efq.  now  lord  Do 
glas  of  Douglas,  and  heir  to  the  la 
duke  of  Douglas,  by  whom  (he  ha 
iflue.     His  grace  had  loft  his  eye- 
fight  many  years  before  his  dea 
He  is  fucceeded  in  his  titles  a 
eftates  by  his  only  ion  James, 
quis  Graham. 

Sir   John  Moore,  bait.     He 
fucceeded  in  tide  and  eftate  by  h 
only  brother,  now  fir  Thomas  Moo; 
bart. 

Honourable   Mrs.   Eliza  G 
ville,  daughter  of  the  late  celebrai 
ed  vifcount  Lanfdowne,  aunt  to 
marquis  of  Bath. 

O&ober.  In  his  65th  year,  E 
ward  Harley  earl  of  Oxford 
earl  Mortimer,  lord  Harley,  a 
of  the  bed-chamber  to  his  ma}  _ 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  RacX-- 
nor,  one  of  the  curators  of  the  Br 
tifli  Mufeum,  LL.D.  and  F.  R. 
He  was  born  September  2d,  172 
and  was  married,  in  1751,  to  ML 
Sufannah  Archer,  who  is  now  li 
ing.  Not  having  any  UTue,  h_ 
lordmip  will  be  fucceeded  in  title 
and  eftates  by  his  nephew  Edwac^t 
Harley,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  his 
ihip's  late  brother,  the  bifhop 
Hereford. 

Sir  James  Wemyfc,  bart.  of 

gic- 

Sir  Tho.  Barnewell,  ban. 

The  right  honourable 

vlfcountels  Wallingford,  aunt  to  Sm 

prefent  earl  of  Banbury,  anddaugfc*- 
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ftp  of  John  Law,  efq;  (who  was 
comptroller-general  of  the  finances 
of  France  in  17 19/)  by  lady  Ca- 
therine KnoJlySj  daughter  of  Nicho- 
las earl  of  Banbury.  Her  late  huf- 
band  William  vifcount  Wallingford, 
iras  her  coufin-german,  being  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Charles  the  fourth  earl 
of  Banbury,  and  major  in  the  firft 
troop  of  horfe-guards,  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Banbury,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  deceafe  a  patent  was 
making  out  to  call  him  up  to  the 
-koufe  of  peers,  his  father,  the  earl  of 
Banbury,  being  then  living.  She 
fwvivea  her  hufband  (by  whom  ihe 
hd  no  iflue)  fifty  years. 

Novemb.  In  his  71ft  year,  right 
ionourable  lord  James  Manners, 
youngeft  brother  to  the  late  John 
duke  of  Rutland,  uncle  to  the  ce- 
lebrated marquis  of  Granby,  and 
great  uncle  to  the  laft  duke. 
Sir  Hildebrand  Jacob,  bart. 
Aged  90,  Mrs.  Barbara  Slinglby, 
a  maiden  lady,  aunt  to  fir  Thomas 
Turner  Slinglby,  bart. 

The   honourable    John    George 
Montagu,  eldeft  fon  of  lord  vifcount: 
{finchinbrpok,  and  M.  P.   for  the 
borough  of  Huntingdon. 
^  Dorothy  viicountefs  Lifburne,  re- 
lift  of  John  fecond    vifcount,  by 
whofe  death  a  large  property  in  that 
county  devolves  to  his  nephew  Wil- 
jnot,  the  prefent  vifcount.    She  was 
daughter  of  Richard  Hill,  efq.  of 
Henblas,  county  of  Montgomery; 
married  1725,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, bom  1727*  and  iince  deceafed. 

Decemb.  In  his  91ft  year,  right 
honourable  John  Bourke,  earl  of 
Mayo.  He  was  fon  of  Richard 
Bourke,  LL.D.  who  died  in  1727, 
and  was  created  baron  Naas,  of 
tyaas,  county  of  Kildare,  1776,  vif- 
count Mayo,  1 78 1,  and  earl  of  the 
ttunty  of  Mayo>  1785.    (ie  mar.. 


ried  Mary,  daughter  of  the  right 
honourable  Jofeph  Deane,  lord  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer,  and  by  Jieo 
who  died  in  1 774,  had  feven  daugh- 
ters, now  all  deceafed,  and  three 
fons ;  the  eldeft  and  three  youngeft 
daughters  died  young ;  the  fecond, 
John,  vifcount  Naas,  fucceeds  to  his 
title  and  eilate ;  and  the  third,  Jo- 
feph Deane,  biftiop  of  Leighlin  and 
Ferns,  1 772,  was  tranflated  to  the 
archbiftioprick  of  Tuam,  1782. 

The  moft  noble  Jane  du chefs  of 
Athol.  She  was  fifter  to  lord  Cath- 
cart,  and  married  to  the  duke  of 
Athol  Dec.  26th,  1774,  by  whom 
{he  has  had  iflue  four  fons  and  four 
daughters. 

The  lady  of  fir  Nigel  Bowyer 
Grefley,  bart.  of  Drakelow,  county 
of  Derby.  She  was  the  only  daugh- 
ter and  heirefs  of  the  late  fir  Tho- 
mas Grefley,  bart.  of  that  place, 
and  was  married  to  his  nephew,  the 
prefent   baronet,    about    the    year 

177?-  , 

Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  bart,  M-  P- 

in  the  laft  and  prefent  parliaments 
for  Qamelford,  Wilts.  lie  was  for- 
merly an  eminent  chemift  in  Lon- 
don, and  fucceeded  to  the  baronet- 
age on  the  death  of  the  laft  baronet, 
of  Mochrum,  in  Scotland,  fo  creat- 
ed in  1630. 
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SHERIFFS  appointed  by  bis 
Majefty  in  Council,  for  the  Yt<*r 
1790;  viz. 

Berks.  Al.  Cobham,  of  Shinfield 
Place,  efq. 

Bucks.  John  Hicks,  of  firadden* 
ham,  efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon*  T, 
Ground,  of  Wittlefea,  efq. 

Cumberl  W.  Browne,  of  TaU 
lentire-hall,  efq. 

[£.3]  Cbefiirts- 
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e  Chejhire.    John  Arden,  of  Arden,  Surrey.    S.  Long,  of  Carfhalton, 

cfy  efq. 

Devonjh.  Peter  Perring,  of  Hal-  Suffex.    H.  Manning,  of  South,, 

berton,  efq.  over,  efq. 

Jlorfetjb.    H.  W.  Fitch,  of  High  Warwickjhire.    H.  Clay,  of  Bir- 

Hall,  efq.  mingham,  efq. 

Derbyjh.     T.  Wilfon,  of  Derby,  Worcefterjh.    Ph.  Grefley,  of  Sal- 

c^i-  warpe  Court,  efij. 

Effex.     T.  Nottage,  of  Bocking,  Wiltjhire.    Gifford  Warrener,  of 

c^j-  Conock,  efq. 
Gloucefierjh.  J.  Blagdon  Hale,  of 

A1H%I:  t  R.  Gauflen,  of  North  SOUTH    WALES. 

Here/ar^bire.     John  Cotterell,  of  ,   C*™-  rW"  PaxP>n'  of  Midd,e" 

Garnons,  efq. .                                    '  t0nIha"'  e<*  _, .,.         f„..|f 

Kent.    Leo.  Bartholomew,  of  Ad-  ■****'.   Wl  PhlllP*' °f  Hl11' e&. 

dington.efq.                                -  pardtg.     Matt.  Davies,.  of  Wi- 

Leicefterjb.     E.   Hartbp  Wigley,  rf^'yu  r      •'    rr 

ofLittleDalby.efq.       *  G/a«.    W.  Lewis,  of  Greenmea- 

Z*W»;(&.    Sir  T.  Whichcote,  of  »'■ elq*    c    „     ,      '      _ 

AAvarby,  bart.                               .  ^ f^**'    S/  Hughes»  °f  Tregun- 

Maiimoittbjhire.  W.  Din  woody,  of  i,    7'    „  .-,    ,         ,.„  ...      - 

Abergavenny,  efq.                  '  Radn'   '.--Garbet  of  Knill,  efq. 

.   Northumberland,      J.    Lowes,    of 

Rid!ey-hall,  efq.  "'NORTH. WALES. 

Northampton^.    J.  Ereke  Willes, 

of  Aiflrop,  efq.         '  .  Jnglefey.   T.  Williams,  of  Lani- 

Norfolk.  James-  Pell,  of  Snare-hill,  dan,  efq. 

efq.  Carnarv.  R.  Lloyd,  of  Geflelgy- 

Npttinghamp.     G.  Chaworth,  of  farch,  efq. 

Anneiley,  efq.         .    '    "  Merioneth.     J.  Wynn   Pugh,   of 

Oxford.    X)avid  Fell,  of  Caver-  Garthmaelen,  efq. 

iham,  eiq.  Montgomeryjh.'  Maurice  Stephens, 

Rutlandjh.    H.  O'Brien,  of  Tix-  of  Birthdw,  efq. 

overr«fq.    - ..  Denbigh.    E.  Lloyd,  qfCefh,  efq. 

Salop.    St.  J.  Charlton,  of  Charl-  Flint/hire.  C.  Brown,  of  Llwyne- 

ton,  efq.  grin,  efq. 

Somerfetjb.  J .  S  tephenfon,  of  Bay- 

ibrd,  efq.  --_---—--_---_--_________ 

;  Staffbrdjb.    J.  Sparrow,  of  Bifh-  SHERIFF  appointed  by  bis  Royal 

ton,  efq.  Bighnefi  the  Prince  of  Wales  in 

Suffolk.    Miles  Barne,  of  Satter-  Council,  for  the  Tear  1790. 
ley,  efq. 

Co.  Southampton.    G.  Dacre,  jun.  County  of  Cornwall.    R.  Hichens, 

cf  Marwell,  -clq.  of  Poltair,  efq. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


Dr.  Johnfon'x  Monument. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  friends  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon,  held  a,t  Thomas's 
tavern^  in  Dover- ftreet,  piirfuant  to 
public  advertifement,  on  Tuefday, 
January  5 jh,  1 790. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart.  in  the  chair, 
The  following  refolutions  Were 
entered  into : 

I.  That  a  fum  of  fix  hundred 
guineas  will  be  requifite  to  creft  a 
•nonutnent,  in  Weftminfter- Abbey, 
to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Samuel  John- 
fon; confiding  of  a  Jingle  flattie, 
according  to  the  plan  and  eflimate 
made  by  Mf.  Bacon,  fculptor,  and 
approved  of  by  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds. 

II.  That  the  meafures  which  have 
hitherto  been  taken  to  procure  fub- 
foiptions  for  this  purpofehave  prov- 
ed ineffedhtal ;  the  total  amount  of 
thefums  already  received  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  pounds. 

III.  That  a  committee  of  eight: 
perfons  be  appoint  d  (of  whicii  fir 
William.  Scott  and  Sir  Jo(hua  Rey- 
nolds, the  furviving  executors  of 
Dr.  Johnfon,  (hall  be  two  ,  to  con- 
ifer of  the  mbft  proner  meafures  to 
te  taken  to  procure*  contributions 
toeitecluate  to  defirable  an  object; 
*&d  that  the  faid  committee  be  re- 
Veiled  to  apply,  by  letter,  in  the 
names  of  any  four  of  them*  to  fuch. 


perfons  as  may  be  thought  likely  to), 
ai^  and  patronize  this  undertaking. 

IV.  That  the  following  f  :  gen- 
tlemen, in  conjrn&ion  wiui  .Dr.. 
Joimfon's  two  furviving  executors, 
be  the  committee : 

Sir  Joseph  Banks,  bartr 
The  Rt.  Hen.  W.Windham, 
The  Rt.Honi  Ed.  Burks, 
Edmond  Malone,  efq. 
Philip  Met  calf,  efq.  and, 
James  Bos  we  1  l,  efq.. 

V.  TJiat  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tions be  publiihed  in  the  news- 
papers. 

VI.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet- 
ing be  given  to  the  chairman 

Joseph  Banks* 


Report  ofpefons  Appointed  by  a  Com- 
mittee oj:  the  Houje  of  Commons* 
to  infj,edi  the  federal  Houjes  and 
other  BuiL  ings  immediately  jctning  ■ 
to  Weftminite.-hi'l.  and  the  t<w*. 
Hpufts  of  Parliament,  anu.ihe  Of- 
fice* iJoeieto  belonging*  Sec 

N  obedience  to  \  our  refolutiort 
rftue  17th  ir.ftant,  that" we  fhould 
infpcfr  all  trie  buildings  of  t.»c  .oufer 
of  \or  U,  th*  coufe  uf  comiro::.,,  of- 
fice of  exchequer  tne  differ.  .:  of- 
fices belonging  to  the  force,  a..-,  i  'mv 
other  buildings  contiguous  to  VVfi. 
minder  hall,  and  to  report  our  ut ■'.  - 

t^4l     '  ■"■"''•     wclV 
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nion  of  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  fame, 
and  their  fecurity  from  fire'and  other 
accidents;  we  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  report,  in  which  we, 
are  unanimous,  after  paving  infpedU 
cd  the  fame  with  care  and  atten- 
tion. 

The  houfe  of  lords,  prince's  cham- 
ber,  and  painted  chamber,  are  build- 
ings of  great  antiquity,  in  many 
parts,  defe&ive ;  and.  have  been  al- 
tered and  repaired  fo  very  much, 
from  time  to  time,  that,  though 
they  may  ftand  many  years,  are  in- 
capable of  ufeful  repair  and  im- 
provement; and  there  are  cellars 
under  the  whole,  yarioufly  occupied, 
only  qne  of  which  is  fee  u red  by 
arches  from  the  communication  of 
fire.  i^Il  the  buildings  eaft  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  are  in  fo  bad  a  ftate, 
that  many  of  them  are  in  immediate 
danger  of  'falling  down,  and  are 
therefore  unoc-upied  and  fhut  up ; 
and  the  others  would  colt  more  to 
repair  than  rebuild  them.  The  build- 
ing weft  of  {he  houfe  of  lords,  con- 
taining tjie  entrance  thereto,  and  the 
flaircafe  and  committee  room,  is  a 
fubftantial  modern  building ;  and  the 
other  buildings  adjoining,  compriu 
Jng  the  paflage^,  black  rod  and 
privy  feal  rooms,  are  part  built  with 
timber,  liable  to  rapid  decay,  and 
accidents  from  fire;  and  the  re- 
mainder extremely  old  and  ruin- 
ous. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  though 
an  ancient  building,  has  been  fo 
continually  repaired,  that  it  is  in  a 
flate  to  remain  a  ereaj  many  years ; 
but  is  fo  conne&ed  with  the  auditor 
of  the  exchequer's  houfe  and  offices, 
and  furrounded  by  a  great  number 
of  other  buildings,,  applied  to  va- 
rious purpofes,  and  in  various  occu- 
pations, as  to  expofe  the  whole  to  a 
general  conflagration,  mould,  an  ac- 


cidental fire  happen  in  any  one  of 
them. 

The  dwellirig-houfe  in  Cotton- 
garden*  belonging  to  the  principal 
clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  com- 
municating, therewith,  erected  withn 
in  thirty  years  pail,  is  defective  in 
feveral  places,  from  the  infecurity 
of  the  foundations. 

The  buildings  eaft  of  Weftmin- 
fter-hall,  between  it  and  the  river, 
are  the  pell-office  and  chambers  over 
it  in  the  eaft  tower,  and  the  offices 
of  the  exchequer,  contiguous  and 
connected  with  the'hall,  and  fituate 
between  New  Palace-yard  and  St. 
Stephen's  court:  thofe  of  the  four 
tellers  are  mbft  inconveniently  ar-. 
ranged,  and  liable  to  immediate  de- 
ftruSion  in  cafe  of  fire,  being  placed, 
in  the  upper  ftory,  without  any  walls 
of  divinoh,  or  arched  floors ;  are  fe- 
parated  only  by  timber  partitions, 
iqrrounded  by  combuftible  build- 
ings, ftables,  coach-houfes,  hay-lofts^ 
Servants  lodging-rooms,  and  kit- 
chens :  the  dutchy  court  pf  Lan- 
cafter,  a  flight  building  of  one  room, 
and  over  it  the  dutchy  chamber, 
with  garrets  above ;  the  kitchen  of 
the  clerk  to  the  deputy  ufher  of  the 
exchequer,  alow fhed,  between  thefe 
rooms  and  the  eafternmoft  tower^. 
and  immediately,  connected  with 
them.  The  houfe  inhabited  by  the 
ufher  of  the  exchequer,  in  New  Pa- 
lace-yard, eaftward  of  the  dutchy 
court  of  Jj^ancafterj,  lias  a  brkk  front* 
and  its  rear  is  entirely  of  timber^ 
lathed  and  plaiftered,  forming  two 
fld.es  of  a  narrow  court,  from  which 
it  receives,  light,,and  which,  commu-* 
nicates  w^th  the  windows,  of  the, 
tellers  office,  cam  rooms,  and  of  the 
dutchy  court;  and  molt  of  the 
kitchen  offices  belonging  to  the  de- 
puty-ufher  and  his  clerk,  are  im- 
mediately under  thofe  offices,  and 

4  ** 
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the  fmall   wood   ftaircafes  in  the 
Centre  of  them,  and  leading  thereto. 
The  buildings  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
New  Palace-yard,  from  the  king's 
Widge  or  water-gate,  to  the  houfe 
k  pofieffion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  tenant 
to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  as 
teller  of  the  exchequer,  contain  the 
late*  cofferer's  office,  the  office  of 
the  auditor  of  the  land  revenue,  the 
lottery  office,  the  examiner's  office, 
,  the  tellers  for  the  payment  of  Ame- 
rican claims,  the  pells  American  of- 
fice, the  exchequer-bill  book-binders 
office,  the  office*  of  the  auditor  of 
the  principality  of  Wales,  the  an- 
nuity pell-office,  the  firil  and  fecond 
annuity  offices,  and  the  1 4  per  cent, 
annuity  office,  which  are  principally 
ponftra&ed  with  timber,  lath    and 
plaiftered,  or  weather-boarded;  in 
©any  places  propt  up,  and  in  others 
contiguous   to  low    fheds,  equally 
comhuftible.  The  adjoining  building 
fcuthwafd  is  }Ar.  Roberts's  houfe, 
which,  wfch  fhe  garden,  occupies  all 
#c  fpace  from  St*  Stephen's  court 
to  the  river,  and  is  immediately  con- 
rtcfted  with  the>  laft-mentioned  of- 
fees;  if  has  been  lately  repaired, 
and  fome  additional  fmaH  buildings 
creeled  thereto.     The  next  houfe* 
adjoining  fouthward  to  the  laft-men 
tioned,  belongs  to  lord  vifcount  Bay- 
ham  as  teller  of  the  exchequer ;  the 
buildings  and  garden  likewife  ex- 
tend to  the  Thames,  and  are  at  pre- 
sent unoccupied,  being  in  a  very  di- 
lapidated ftate. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  St.  Stephen's 
court,  againtt  the  eaft  wall  of  Weft- 
ftfafte^lftll,  are  the  coach-houfes 
?nd  ftables  of  the  auditor  of  the 
exchequer,  having  hay -lofts  and 
fervants  lodging-rooms  over  them, 
which  adjoin  to  and  come  cloie  un- 
der the  windows  of  the  office  and 
$h-room  of  one  of  the  tellers.    On 


the  fouth*of  this  court  is  the  auditor 
of  the  exchequer's  houfe,  extending 
fouthward  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  under  part  of  it;  the  garden 
extends  to  the  river.'  The  buildings 
are  fubftantial,  and  extend  under 
two  of  the  committee-rooms  of  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

The  court  of  exchequer,  and  ex- 
chequer chamber,  contiguous  to,  and 
connected  with,  Weftminfter-hall* 
are  very  ord,  but  not  in  a  ftate  of 
aftual  ruin.  On  the  ground -floor. 
Under  the  court  of  exchequer,  is  the 
cuftos  brevium  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  treafurer's  office  be- 
longing; the  cieling  and  wills  of 
them  are  lined  with  deal,  are  infe^ 
cure  from  fire,  and  very  damp.  Ad-? 
joining  weftward  to  thefe,  and  pro- 
jeftirtg  into  the  ftreet,  to  the  great 
obftruftion  and  imminent  danger  of 
perfbns  and  carriages  paffing  to  and 
from  the  houfes  of  parliament,  is  fi- 
tuated  an  old  brick  building,  occu- 
pied on  the  ground-floor  by  the  de- 
puty- uflier  of  the  court  of  exchequer, 
moft  of  his  rooms  containing  a  fire- 
place, and  the  cielihgs  are  flat  and 
low ;  over  thefe,  on  the  one-pair  of 
flairs,  is  the  king's  remembrancer's 
office,  and  over  that  the  augmenta- 
tion office.  We  underftand,  that,  fi> 
long  ago  as  the  palling  of  the  aft  oS 
parliament  for  building  Weftminfter 
bridge,  a  claufe  was  mfcrted,  em- 
powering the  commiffioners  under 
that  aft  to.  remove  this  nuifance^ 
the  roof  of  which  is  immediately 
connected  with  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer. The  public-houfe«  and  cof- 
fee-hpufes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  New 
palace-yard,  immediately  adjoining 
the  cuftos  brevium  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  are  particularly  dan-, 
gerous,  as  they  have  feveral  chim- 
nies  and  coppers ;  the  roofs  are  un- 
der, and  clofe  to,  ther  windows  of 

the, 
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~tbe  caftos  brevium,  and^fome  of  the  committee  requeued  we  might 

them  covered  with  fail-cloth  pitch-  examine,  it  is  almoft  fupeffluous  and 

cd;  the  fmoke  of  one  of  the  chim-  unneceiTary  to-  declare  our  unani- 

sies  is.  conveyed  by  a  (light  tin  fun*  mous  opinion,  that  the  hazard  they 

wt,  and,  as  well  as  the  flues,  are  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  expofed  to> 

Bear  the  windows  of  Weftminfter-  from  fire,  are  fo  great,  that  *ve  can- 

Ball,  of  the  cowers,  and  of  the  court  not  help  being  aftonifhed  at  their 

of  exchequer.  having    fo  long    and   fo    happily 

Next  to  St.  Margaret's- ftree t,  and  efcaped  (with  but  one  late  and  for* 

adjoining  fouthward  to  the  old  brick,  tunate   exception)    from   the   moir 

Building    before -mentioned,    is    a  imminent  danger.    Unprotected  by 

building  of  the  fame  kind,  contain-  walls  of  either  brick  or  Hone,  conr 

Big  the  tally  office,  being  a  depofi-  nected  and  joined  together  by  board- 

tary  for  the  tallies  belonging  to  the  ed  or  lath  and  plaiftered  partitions; 

exchequer.      Adjoining   fonthward  with  iron  bars  to  defend  the  win- 

thereto  is  the  coach-houfe  for  the  dows  of  the  mod  confequential  of* 

judges>  a  flight  timber-building,  co-  fices,   which   ferve   to  attract  the 

¥cr<d  with  tiles-  lightning,  to  the  deftru&ion.  of  their 

The  ftone  building  next  St.  Mar- »  valuable  contents,  wkh  funnels  and 
garet  -  ftreet,  comprizing  commit-  chimnies  running  into  old  decayed- 
tee-rooms,  and  other  apartments  oc-  piers,  in  the  very  bofom  of  thefe 
espied  by  officers  of  the  houfe  of  combuftible  materials,  in  many  of 
commons^  cuHos  breviuia  of  the  court  which  fire  from  a  neglected  chim- 
cf  king's  bench,  and  the  exchequer  ney  might confume  the  whole;  with* 
lilt  office,  is  of  recent  date,  and  out  the  poffibility  of  bringing  fu£- 
very  fubftantiai  Behind  that  build-  ficient  water  to  extinguifh  tjje  flames, 
ingv  and  contiguous  to  Weftminfter-  fuch  aid  being  hitherto  overlooked, 
ftalfct  axe  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  deemed  unnecefTary,  and  not 
judges  chambers,  and  record  office,  more  than  one  engine  kept  near  the 
ufBick  are  in  tolerably  good  condi-  moil  efTential  offices  in  this  kiog- 
tion;  ta  them  are  annexed  fundry  dom.  All  w|iich  is  humbly  fubr 
*xcrefcences,moftIy  of  timber,  which  ^  mitted. 
§K>uId  be  removed,  as  they  increafe  Robt.  Adam, 
the  danger  of  fire  and  its  communis  Geo.  Dance,  v 

Cation^  J.  P.  CpCKERELLr 

The  court  of  requefts  is  in  itfelf  H.  Holland, 

a  fccore  fubftantiai  buildings  but  John  Yenn, 

communicates  with,  and  is  furround-;  Jo  h  k  So  a  n  e* 

cd'  on  the  fouth*  and  weft  by,  a  va-  Robt.  Browne*  • 

itety  of  houfes,  which,  are  private,  Tho.  Tildes let, 

property,,   part  of   them    timber;.  John  Woolfe,  Jan. 

"   which  muft  very  much  endanger  the  R.  Adam,  for  R.  MYltf**  . 

>    vholc  as  long  as  they  remain.  Tmos.  Fulling, 

We  beg  leave  toVubmit  ta  this  Cha.  Alex.  Craig,    •    / 

I»no»rabJe  committee, that,  from  the  Jamhs  WyAtt*  . 
*ery  circumftantial  detail  we  have 

entered  into  of  the  ftVte  of  the  va-  20th  July, 

ridus  paxtft  of  the  buildings  which.  17 #9"  • 


Fartimi 
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Particulars  fe/pe&ing  the  lafi  lltnefs 
and  Death  of  the  Emperor. 

ON  the  5th  of  February, very 
unfavourable  fymptoms  began 
to  alarm  his  phyficians. 

On  the  6  th  his  majefly'  .was 
thought  to  be  rather  better.  Dr. 
Queim,  his  firfl  phyfician,  was  create 
ed  a  baron  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  his* 
majefty's  confidence  in  his  (kill,  re- 
ceived a  prefent  of.  ten  thoufand 
florins. 

It  was  on  the  7th  that  the  emperor 
was  made  fully  acquainted  with  fhe 
danger  of  his  diforder.  It  was  on  that 
day  that  tne  emperor,  fent  for  Que- 
rin,  and  infilled  on  knowing-  the 
doclor's  real  opinion  of  his  cafe. 
The  do&or  replied,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  "  Sire,  your  diiorder  is, 
incurable."— The  monarch,  feem- 
ingly  not  .at  all  affedled,  faid,  "  I 
have  mighty  affairs  on  my  mind 
that  I  wifh  to  fettle.  Do  you  think 
I  may  be  able  to  hold  out  a  few 
weeks  longer?"— "  Your  majefty 
niay,  it  is poffihle"  faid  the  doctor; 
"  but  fuch  is  #the  nature  of  your 
complaint,  that  I  .  ftould  conceal, 
from  your  majefty  the  truth,  if  I  did 
not  tell  you,  that,  in  cafes  like 
yours,  the  patients  are  every  minute 
in  danger  of  being  carried  off."— 
The  emperor,  on  Rearing  this,  was 
filenj  for  fome  moments.  He  then 
figned  a  difpatch  which  his  minif- 
ters  had  prepared  for  him.  It  was 
directed  to'  his  brother,  the  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany :  the  object  was, 
to  apprize  his  brother  of  his  ap- 
proaching diffolution,  and  to  prefs 
his  highnefs's  prefence  at  Vienna* 
The  difpatch  was  inftantly  fent  off. 

A  fhort  time  after  this  interview, 
the  emperor  feemed  raoreconipofed, 
and  inclined  to  reft.  ' 

He  continued  for  fome  days  in  a 


flate  of  great-  cpmpofure,  did  bufiV 
nefs  with  hi«  five  fecretaries,  rofe  in 
the  morning,  was  drefTed*  and  walk- 
ed about ;  but .  his  cough  was  fre- 
quently violent,  and  at  thole  time* 
he  feemed  in  danger  of  iuffocation. 

On  the  1 3th  he  received  the  holy 
facrament  in  the  royal  apartments? 
at  which  time  he  called  all  his  fe- 
cretaries before  him,  J  poke  to  each 
with  great  condefcenfion,  recom- 
mending fidelity  in  their  fe vera!  de- 
partments to  his  fuccefibr,  and,**, 
a  proof  of  his  approbation  of  their 
conduct  to  himfelf,  ordered  each  A, 
thoufand  ducats. 

On  the  1 4th  he  continued  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  contemplative  ferenity 
in  which  he  had  remained  for  fome 
days  before.  But  on  the  15th  lie 
grew  worfe ;  and  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  being  thought  by  his  phyi- 
ficians  to  be  in  great  danger,  he  rev 
ceived  the  extreme  unttion* 

On  the  1 6th  he  frill  continued 
flruggling  with  death,  as  loath  to 
leave  a  country  convulfed  and  em- . 
barraffed  as  his  dominions  were,, 
without  being  able  to  recommend.^ 
to  his  fucceilor  any  practicable  pla» 
for  their  arrangement. 

On  the  1 7th  his  favourite  niece,the 
archduchefs  Elizabeth,  who  did  not 
expecVto  be  delivered  till  March, 
being  an  eye-witncfs  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  emperor's  death*, 
was  fuddenly  taken  in  labour  in  the  . 
morning ;  at  fix  in  the  evening  iher 
was  feized  with  ftrong  convuliionsj 
at  nine  was  delivered;  and  at  fix 
next  morning  expired. 

The  emperor,  who  had  a  truly 
paternal  affection  for  this  amiable 
princefsr  whom  he  himfelf  had  cho- , 
fen  as  a  fit  con  fort  for  his  nephew* 
was  incefiantly  making;  enquiries  af- 
ter hex  health,  after  hearing  fhe  was 
in  labour  i  and  it  was  thought  pro- 
per 
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per  at  laft>  that  hi«  majelty's  con- 
fefTor  fhould  break  to  him  the-  me- 
lancholy event,  which  probably 
accelerated  his  death  by  fome 
hours.  , 

His  majefty>  the  day  after  the 
death  of  the  archduchefs,  fent  to 
the  countefs  de  Chancos  an  order 
for  100,000  florins*  as  a  mark  of  peace, 
gratitude  for  the  attention  which  fhe 
had  fhewn  to  this  beloved  princefs. 
The  countefs  had  been  at  the  head 
of  her  royal  highnefs's  houfehold. 

About  the  fame  time,  finding 
death  drawing  near,  hi*  majefty* 
fent  for  cardinal  Migafci,  atxhbifhop 
oT  Vienna.  When  he  arrived,  "  My 


Leopold  Jofeph,    grand    duke   tf 
Tufcany. 

Two  days  before  his  death,  he 
wrote  with  his  own  hand  a  far^vett 
letter  to  the  empfefs  of  Ruffia,  who, 
it  is  faid,  lies  dangeroufly  #1.  He 
wrote  like  wife  to  prince  Pdtemkin; 
as    it   is    fuppofed   recommending 


Account  of  the  miraculous  E/cape  if 
Captain  BHgh,  of  the  Bounty 
Sloop* 

THIS  (hip  failed  from  England 
in  the  autumn  of  1787,  on  4 


lord,"    faid'  the    Emperor,    "  mjr    voyage  to  the  Society   Iflands,  for 


life  is  drawing  faft  to;  an  end :  it  is 
$t  that  I  mould  die  irr  Chriftian 
peace  with  ail  men.  If  I  frave  of- 
fended-you,  I  intreat  your  fbrgive- 
ireft;  and  through  you  the  fbrgive- 
nefs  of  all  mankind."  «  Sire,"  faid 
lis  eminence,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
••  the  offences  yoa  have  committed 
againfl^man,  your  death  will  expi- 
ate. For  thofe  accountable  to  Gvd, 
God  is  merciful."  From  ten  o'clock  at 
mght  on  the  19th,  till  half  after  five 
On  the  20th,  his  majefty  continued 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  at  that 
hour  expired,  in  the  49th  year  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  26th  year  of  his 
reign  as  emperor  of  the  Romans, 
3tnd  the  ioth  as  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia.     He  fucceeded  to  the 


bread- fruit- trees,  intended  for  our 
Well- India  fettlements  j  in  which 
climate,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Ja» 
feph  Banks,  they  might  be  fuccefr*. 
fully  cultivated,  and  prove  a  focce* 
daneum  for  other  provifions  in  timet 
of  fcarcity. 

The  Bounty  had  made  good  the 
object,  of  her  voyage,  fo  fir  as  to 
have  received  on  board  a  great  num- 
ber of  thefe  trees  in  various  ftages 
of  growth ;  and  there  was  every 
profpect.  of  there  being  capable  of 
prefervation. 

The  fhip,  thas  laden,  quitted  Ota* 
heite,  on  the  4th  of  Arjril,  1799180! 
continued  her  courfe  in  a  wefterljf 
direction,  touching  at  one  more 
ifland,  and  then  meditating  her  pro-> 


imperial  crown,  on  the  demife  of    grefs ,  through  the   Pacific  Ocean* 
Iris  father  Francis,  the  1 8th  of  An-     towards  the  Moluccas. 


f'nft/1765;  and  to  the  hereditary 
ominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
on  the  death  of  his  mother  Maria 
Therefa,  Nov.  29,  1780.  He  was 
twice  married :  firlt,  to  a  princefs 
of  Parma,  and,  again,  to  a  princefs 
of  Bavaria;  but,  having  left  no 
iffue,  the  hereditary  honours  of  his 
houfe  devolve  on  his  brother,  Peter 


The  fhip  loft  fight  of  the  Friendly 
iilands  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
and  every  thing  like  good  order  wt$ 
fuppofed  to  prevail  on  board;  eveft 
the  mid-watch  was  relieved  without 
the  leaft  apparent  diforder :  but*  *$ 
day-break  on  the  28th,  the  cabin  of  * 
Captain  Bligh,  who  commanded  the 
bounty,  was  forcibly  entered  by  the 

office 
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dicer  of  the  watch,  afliftedby  three 
others  upon  the  watch,  who  dragged 
hira  inftantly  on  the  deck,  menacing 
\m  life  if  he  attempted  to  fpeak.' 
His  endeavours  to  exhort  and  bring 
hack  the  confpirators  to  their  duty 
proved  of  no  avail.  Each  of  the  des- 
peradoes was  armed  with  a  drawn 
cutlafs,  or  fixed  bayonet;  and  all  their 
mufquets  were  avowed  to  be  charged. 

Captain  filigh  difcovered,  when 
be  came  upon  deck,  feveral  of  the 
crew,  ana  moil  of  the  officers,  pi- 
nioned; and  while  he  was  thus  con- 
templating their  perilous  ftate,  the 
Ihip's  boat  was  let  over  her  fide,  and 
all  who  were  not  on  the  part  of  the 
confpirators,  to  the  number  of  eigh- 
teen, befides  the  Captain,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  boat,  and  no  other 
nourifhment  afforded  to  them  than 
about  14.0  pounds  of  bread,  30 
pounds  of  meat,  one  gallon  and  a 
half  of  rum,  a  like  portion  of  wine, 
and  a  few  gallons  of  water.  A  com- 
pafs  and  quadrant  were  fecured  by 
one  of  thefe  devoted  victims,  as  he 
was  topping  into  the  boat:  and  thus 
abandoned,  the  mutineers,  after  giv- 
ing them  a  cheer,  flood  away,  as 
they  faid,  for  Otaheite. 

The  captain>  in  this  dreadful  li- 
gation, found  his  boatfwain,  car- 
penter, gunner,  furgeon's  mate,  two 
midihipmen,  and  one.mafter's  mate, 
with  Mr.  Nelfon  the  botanift,  and  a 
few  inferior  officers,  among  thofe 
whd  were  likely  -to  fhare*  his  fate. 
After  a  fhort  confutation,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  put  back  to 
the  Friendly  Iflands ;  and  accord- 
ingly they  landed  on  one  of  thefe, 
in  hopes  they  might  improve  their 
finall  flock  of  provifions,  on  the  30th 
of  April;  but  were  driven  off  by  the 
datives  two  days  after,  and  purfued 
frith  fach  hofHlity,  that  one  man 
Was  killed*  and  feveral  wounded. 


It  was  then  deliberated,  whether  • 
they  fhould  return  to  Otaheite,  anoj 
throw  themfelves  on  the  clemency 
of  the  natives ;  but  the  apprehenfion 
of  falling-in  whh  the  Bounty,  de- 
termined them,  with  one  affent,  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Ti- 
mor ;  and,  to  effect  this  enterprise, 
aftoniihing  to  relate  I  they  calcu- 
lated the  diftance  near  4000  miles ; 
and,  in  order  that  their  wretched 
fuppLy  of  provjfions  might  endure 
till  they  reached  the  place  of  deto- 
nation, tljey  agreed  to  apportion; 
their  food  tof  one  ounce  of  bread 
and  one  Jill  of  water  a  day  for  each 
man.  No  other  nourifhment  did 
they  receive  till  the  5  th  or  6th  of 
June,  when  they  made  the  coaft  of 
New  Holland,  and  collected  a  few 
fhell-fifh ;  and  with  this  fcanty  re. 
lief  they  held  on  their  courfe  to  Ti- 
mor, which  they  reached  on  the 
1 2  th,  after  having  been  forty-fix 
days  in  a  crazy  open  boat,  too  con- 
fined in  dimenfioi^s  to  fuifer  any  of 
them  to  lie  down  for  repofe,  and 
without  the  leaft  awning  to  protect 
them  from  the  rain,  which  almoft 
incefTantly  fell  for  forty  days.  A  ' 
heavy  fea  and  fqually  weather,  for 
great  part  of  their  courfe,  augment- 
ed their  mifery. 

The  governor  of  this  fettlement, 
which  belongs  to  the  Dutch,  afford- 
ed them  every  fuccour  they  •  re- 
quired. They  remained  here,  to 
recruit  their  ftrength  and  fpirits,  till 
the  20th  of  Auguft,  when  they  pro- 
cured a  vefTel  to  carry  them  to  Ba- 
tavia.  They  reached  Batavia  on 
the  24  of  October  laft ;  and  from 
thence  captain  Bligh  and  two  of  the 
crew  embarked  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  reft  of  the* 
crew  were  preparing  to  follow  as 
foon  as  a  paflkge  could  be  obr 
tafrtd. 

Captain 
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Captain  Bligh  reached  the  Cape 
about  the  middle  of  December ;  and 
fbon  after  took  his  pafTage  for  Eng- 
land, which  he  reached  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  13th  of  March,  and  ar- 
rived in  London  on  the   1 4th. 

The  leader  of  the  mutineers  is 
named  Fletcher  Chriftian;  a  man 
of  refpectable  family  and  connec- 
tions, and  confidered  a  good  feaman: 
he  was  of  the  rank  of  matter's  mate 
cf  the  Bounty,  and  ferved  regularly 
the  watch  from  the  time  the  fhip 
failed  from  England.  The  com- 
mand of  the  Bounty  thus  devolving 
upon  him,  there  was  no  poffibility 
of  defeating  his  purpofe ;  as  not  the 
leaft  previous  circumftance  could  be 
traced,  from  the  teftimonies  of  the 
faithful  part  of  the  crew  after  they 
were  in  the  boat,  of  a  mutiny  be- 
ing on  foot.  The  mutineers  were 
to  the  number  of  25  ;  and  thofe  who 
remained  firm  to  their  duty  19; 
confequently,  had  the  flighted  fuf- 
picion  been  entertained  of  the  defign, 
it  might  have  been  eafily  fruftrated, 
as  airthe  principal  officers  remained 
faithful  to  their  commander. 

A  conjecture  not  improbable  is, 
that  the  plot  was*  projected  while 
captain  Bligh  was  engaged  on  ihore 
at  Otaheite  and  other  iflands,  col- 
lecting plants,  and  making  charts. 
•This  officer  only  holds  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  our  navy.  His  merit 
pointed  him  out  to  the  Admiralty 
as  highly  qualified  for  this  expedi- 
tion ;  and  the  diftrefTes  he  has  un- 
dergone entitle  him  to  every  re- 
ward. In  navigating  his  little  fkifF 
through  fo  dangerous  a  fea,  his  fea- 
man fhip  appears  as  matchlefs  as  the 
Undertaking  feems  beyond  the  verge 
of  probability. 

W*  felicitate  thofe  who  were 
companions  in  this  hazardous  voy- 
age,   that  in  the    prefent  Admi- 


ralty board  exifts  a  difpofition  to 
fofter  and  protect  fuffering  merit; 
and  our  dock-yards,  it  is  hoped,  wiB 
prove  an  afylum  to  moft  of  them  to 
the  end  of  their  lives. 

We  are  forry  to  add,  tfcat  Mr, 
Nelfon,  the  botanift,  died  fobn  after 
the  boat  reached  Timor.  This  gen- 
tleman went  oat  with  his  majefr/i 
particular  approval:  and  a  fecondarr 
object  of  the  voyage  was  to  colled 
curious  plants  for  the  botanic  garden 
at  Kew. 


Account  of  the  Difafter  that  befel  bis 
Mafe/fy's  Ship  Guardian,  Un- 
tenant Riou,  Commander. 

THIS  fhip  was  fitted  out  in  2 
moft  expenfive  manner,  and 
furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  ftores 
and  provifions  for  the  new  fetde- 
ment  at  Botany-bay,  and  had  a  very 
profperous  voyage  till  (he  arrived 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
ihe  recruited  her  provifions,  and  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  her  livc- 
ftock,  beyond  any  former  prece* 
dent. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1789* 
being  in  lat.  440  S.  and  long.  410  30*  ' 
E.  of  London,  the  weather  extreme- 
ly foggy,  we.  law  an  ifland  of  ice 
about  three  miles  .to  .  the  S.  Wi 
Lieutenant  Riou  gave  directions  to 
ftand  towards  it,  in  order  to  collect 
lumps  of  ice  to  fupply  the  fbipwita 
water.  This  proceeding  was  judged 
highly  expedient,  as  the  daily  oV* 
mand  of  water-  was.  prodigious 
owing  to  the  great  quantity*  of  cat- 
tle on  board.  As  the  fhip  ap- 
proached the  ifland,  the  boats  were 
hoiited  out  and  manned,  and  feveral 
lumps  collr&ed.  During  this  time 
the  fhip  lay-to,  and  on  the  lupply  of 
water  being  brought  on  board,Jhe 
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attempted  toftand  away.   Very  lit-  better  hope,  includes  about  thefpac* 

tie  apprehension  was  at  this  time  en-  of  half  an  hour;  and   the  cheering  ' 

pertained  of  her  fafety,  although  the  profpect  again  vanifhed  as  a  flafh  « 

monftrous  bulk  of  the  iiland  occa-  lightning. 

fioned  an  unfavourable  current,  and,  At  about  a  quarter  paft  eight  the 

in  fome  ^neafure,  gave  a  partial  di-  carpenter  came  up  from'  founding 

re&ion'to  the  wind.  the  well,  and  reported  two  feet  wa- 

On  a  fudden  the  bafe  of  the  ifland,  ter  in  the  hold,  and  that  it  was  in- 

which  proje&ed  under  water  con-  creafing  very  faft.  The  pumps  were 

fiderably  beyond  the  limits  of  the  ,  ordered  to  be  rigged,  and  got  to 

vifible  part,  ftruck  the  bow  of  the  work,  and  all  the  officers  and  -p&o* 

(tap ;  (he  in  ft  and  y  fwung  round,  and  pie  joined  in  a  diligent  and  fpirited 

her  head  cleared;     but    her  ftern  compliance  therewith.     The  chaih- 

coming  on  the  ihoal,  ftruck  repeat-  pumps  were  at  firft  found  to  be  mttcii 

cdly,  and  the  fea  being  very  heavy,  out  of  order,  which  caufed  fome  de- 

her  rudder  broke  away,  and  all  her  lay.     Meantime  all  the  hands  that 

works  abaft  were   fhivered.      The  could   be   fpared  were   fet  to  wort 

jhip  in  this  fituation  became  in  a  to  clear    the  deck    of  the  cattle, 

degree  embayed  under  the  terrific  &c.  holding  themfelves  in  readineft* 

bulk  of  ice  ;   the  height  of  which  however,  to  man  the  pumps,  whick 

was  twice  that  of  the  main-maft  of  about  nine  o'clock  were  all  at  work; 

a  (hip  of  the  line.  and  three  or  four  of  the  people  were 

:    At  this  critical  moment,  the  cap-  left  between  decks,  to  hoift  up,  and 

tain  and  officers  retaining  their  fpint,  heave    overboard,   whatever   they 

their  example  and  vigorous   exer-  could  manage.     The  water  had  at 

tion  led  the  people  to  their  duty;  this  time  increafed  to  three £et and 

but  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were  a  half,  and  was  ftill  gaining  on  all 

prevailed  on  to  overcome  the  firft  the  pumps.    The  few  hands  left  be- 

panic,   and  lend  their  afliftance  to  tween  decks  did  aim  oft  snore  than 

trim  and  fill  the  fails.     This  being  their  ftrength  could  be  expected  to 

at  laft  efre&ed,  and  the  fore  top-  effed:  in  thecourfe  of  half  an  hour, 

gallant-fail  and  ftay-fails  between  they  got    up  and  hove  overboard 

the  fore  a*nd  main-mall  being  fet  on  moil  of  the  bags  of  flour,  peafe, 

the  (hip,  fhe  began  to  forge^off,  and  wheat,  barley,  &c.  received  at  the 

the  fame  inftant  ftruck  with  greater  Cape  of  Good.  Hope,  befides  two 

force,  if  poffible*  than  before,  nearly  hog  (heads  of  tobacco.      At  about 

a-breaft  of  the  main  chains,  kept  ten,    water  had  increafed  to   five 

training  for  fome  time  along  the  ice  feet. 

tinder  her,  and  at  laft  fhot  entirely  Since  the  firft  of  onr  misfortunes, 

clear  of  it.    The  weather  continued  there  had  not  been  an  officer  or  main 

very  foggy ,  and  the  wind  blowing  unemployed.     It  was,  however,  im- 

ftiong,  we  foon  loft  fight  of  the  ice ;  poffible  that  the  few  hands  we  ha4 

our  fpirits  then  gained  new  vigour,  could  hold  out  much  longer,  if  em- 

and  ferved  to  fupply  frefh  ftrength,  ployed  together ;  a  refervation  was 

and  to  fupport  us  under  the  affiic-  therefore    made,    by  dividing  the 

tions  which  were  yet  in  embryo.  whole  of  the  officers,  feamen,  con- 

From  the.commencement  of  theffe  vi&s,  &c.  into  two  watches,  to  re-   > 

misfortunes  to  this  ihort  interval  of  iieve  alternately.     About  ialf  paft 

ten, 
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ten,  the  firft  divifion  went  to  the 
pumps.  At  this  time  the  captain 
ordered  refrefhrnents  to  be  allotted 
to  each  man,  taking  particular  care 
that  the  grog  mould  not  be  made  - 
too  ftrong.  Every  man  received  a 
dram  for  the  firft  fupply,  with  bif- 
cuit  and  cheefe,  which  feemed  to 
give  them  frefli  fpirits.  The  rum 
above  was  fpon  nearly  expended ; 
but  the  captain  thought  it  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  to  open  the 
hold  to  get  at  more,  fpr  fear  of  the 
men's  getting  at  it.  Wine  and  water 
was  accordingly  given  in  lieu. 

At  midnight,  the  water  had  in- 
creafed to  fix  feet,  and  it  was  then 
flowing  a  very  ftrong  gale.  At 
day-break  a  few  hands  were  fet 
about  filling  one  of  the  lower  dud- 
cling- fails  with  oakum,  and  the  orT- 
watch  were  ordered  to  get  it  under 
die  flap's  bottom,  which  was  found 
to  be  extremely  4iificult.  The  leak, 
however,  gained  upon  us  near  a 
foot  of  warer  during  this  applica- 
tion. By  unwearied  exertions  jat  the 
pumps  it  became  reduced,  and  con- 
tinued diminishing  till  near  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  water  was  reduced 
to  only  nineteen  inches. 

At  half  paft  eleven  we  were,  how- 
ever, unhappily  informed  that  the 
leak  had  again  gained  upon  us 
fome  inches,  and  continued  to  do  fo, 
more  or  lefs,  for  a  fhort  time.— . 
Another  fail  was  then  prepared  for  a 
fecond  fothering,  which  again  en- 
couraged our  hopes.  At  noon  the  wa- 
ter was  27  inches,the  fhip's  head  about 
W.  tfre  wind  blowing  very  hard. 

Dec.  25.  It  ftill  continued  to 
blow  a  ftrong  gale,  the  fea  running 
extremely  high,  often  breaking  over 
the  fhip  wijh  great  violence.  Be- 
tween one  and  three  in  the  after- 
noon* the  fecond  fothering  was  got 
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under  the  fhip's  bottom.  About  this 
time  feveral  of  the  crew  became 
aim  oft  unable  to  perform  any  duty. 
The  weather  was  likewife  uncom- 
monly piercing.  At  four  the  water 
again  gained  on  us,  when  Mr.  Cle- 
ments went  down  by  the  way  of  the 
rudder  into  the  gun-room,  and  front 
thence  into  the  bread  and  fpirit 
rooms,  to  endeavour  to  difcover  the  I 
leak,  but  without  effect  It  was  theft  * 
thought  fit  to  endeavour  to  fcuttfc  .' 
the  deck  clofe  aft,  which,  beine  oat  '■ 
of  the  roll  of  the  water,  would  en-  L, 
able  us  to  get  up  and  heave  over-  j 
board  fome. more  of  the  cargo. 

Accordingly,  the  captain,  the 
chaplain,  the  purfer,  and  two  wei, 
were  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  bat 
unfortunately  endeavouring  to  heave 
up  a  ca(k,  it  fell  back  on  the  cap- 
tain, and  bruifed  his  hand  in  ft 
mocking  a  manner,  as  to  difable 
him  from  giving  any  farther  afc 
fiftance.  This  endeavour  was  the* 
given  up,  and  all  hands  were  agiii 
let  to  the  pumps. 

At   fivt  the  water  increafed  tft   j 
four  feet,  and  at  midnight  to  foa?   4 
feet  and  a  half.    At  this  time  die   \ 
ftarboard   pump    became    difableflj 
from  the  wrench  breaking ;  and  the 
leak  from  that  time  gained  upon  tt 
very  faft. 

At  four  in  the  morning  the  water 
was  reported  to  have  increafed  tft 
fix  fett,  and  at  fix  to  feven  feet* 
About  this  time  the  people  begad 
to  break  off  occafionally  from  the 
pumps,  and  to  fecrete  themfelves* 
and  could  only  be  kept  to  their  dot/ 
by  threatening  to  have  them  thrown 
overboard.  During  the  night,  the 
fore  and  main-tpp-iails  were  fhiveV- 
ed  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and 
the  ftiip  left  entirely  at  the  tnercV 
of  a  moft  tremendous  fea,  the  dread- 
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fill  ptofoeft  being  rendered  fUll 
More  diunal  by  the  thick,  black, 
fiormy  clouds,  which  appeared  as  if 
collected  to  hide  our  misfortunes 
from  the  companionate  eye  of  Pro- 
vidence. 

The  people  till  now  had  been 
kept  unacquainted  with  the  true 
Gate  of  the  (hip,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  reported  favourable ; 
whenone  of  the  carpenters  ftationed 
to  found  the  well,  came  up,  and  re- 
ported that  the  water  was  as  high 
as  the  hallop-deck,  and  gaming 
above  a  foot  every  half  hour.  The 
officers  could  not  poffibly  fupprefs 
this  report ;  and  many  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  were  really  unable  to  bear 
the  fatigue  any  longer,  immediately 
defpontled,  and  gave  themfelves  up 
to  perifh  with  the '(hip.  A  part  of 
thofe  who  liad  got  any  ftrength  left, 
feeing  that  their  utmoft  efforts  to 
fave  the  (hip  were  likely  to  be  in 
vain,  applied  to  the  officers  for  the 
boats,  which  were  promifed  to  be 
got  in  readinefs  for  them,  and  the 
ooatfwain  was  directly  ordered  to 
put  the  mafts,  fails,  and  compafs,  in 
each.  The  cooper  was  alfo  fet  to 
work  to  fill  a  few  quarter-cafes  of 
water  out  of  fome  of  the  butts  on 
deck,  and  proviiions  and  other 
neceffaries '  were  got  up  from  the 
hold.  ' 

Many  hours  previous  to  this, 
Lieutenant  Riou  had  privately  de- 
clared xo  his  officers,  that  he  faw  the 
final  lofs  of  the  fhip  was  inevitable, 
and  could  not  help  regretting  the 
!ofs  of  fo  many  brave  fellows.  «*  As 
for  me,"  faid  he,  «'  I  have  deter- 
mined to  remain  in  the  (h£p,  ated 
Ihall  endeavour  to  make  my  pre- 
fence  ufeful  as  long  as  there  is  any 
occafion  for  it," 

He  was  intreated,  and  even  fup- 
Vol,  XXXII. 


plicated,  to  give  up  this  fatal  refo^ 
lution,  and  try  for  fafety  in  the 
boats.  It  was  even  hinted  to  him 
how  highly  criminal  it  was  to  per- 
fevere  in  (uch  a  determination ;  but 
he  was  not  to  be  moved  by  any  in- 
treaties. 

He  was,  notwitManding,  as  active" ' 
in  providing  for -the  fafety  of  the 
boats,  as  if  he  intended  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  fecuririg  his  own 
efcape.  He  was  throughout  as  calm 
and~  collected  as  in  the  Happier  mo- 
ments of  his  life. 

At  feven  o'clock  (he  had  fettled 
confiderably  abaft,  and  the'  water 
was  coming  in  at  the  rudder-cafe  in 
great  quantities.  At  half  paft  feven, 
die  water  in  the  hold  obliged  the 
people  below  to  come  upon  deck; 
the  (hip  appeared  to  be  in  a  (inking 
(late,  and  fettling  bodily  down,  it 
was  therefore  almoft  immediately 
agreed  to  have  recourfe  to  the  boats.' 
While  engaged  in  confutation  on 
this  melancholy  bufinefs,  Mr.  Riou* 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty, 
which  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Clements, 
It  was  as. follows: 

«  H.  M.  S.  Guardian* 
Dec,  25,17%$. 

•*  If  any  part  of  the  officers  or 
crew  of  the  Guardis^  mould  ever 
furvive  to  get  home,  I  have  only  to 
fey,  their  conducl.  after  the  fatal 
ftroke  againft  an  ifland  of  ice  was 
admirable  and  wonderful  in  every 
thing  that  relates  to  their  duty,  con- 
sidered either  as  private  men,  or  in 
his  majefty's  fervice. 

"  As  there  feeras  to  be  no  pofli- 
bility  of  my  remaining  many  hours 
in  this  world,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend to  the  confideration  of 
the  Admiralty  *  fifter,  who,  if  my 
ooriduft  or  fervice  mould  be  found 
defcrving  any  memory,  their  favour 

[R]  might 
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might  be  (hewn  to,  together  with  a 
widowed  mother. 

"  1  am,  Sir, 
.  "  Remaining  wi.tii  great  refpect, 
**  Your  ev«r  obedient  fervant, 
(Signed)      «  E.  Hiou." 
"J  Phil.  Stephens,  efa" 

He  then  ordered  the  boats  to  be 
hoifted  out,  in  order  to  afford  a 
chance  of  fafety  to  as  many  as  he 
could  with  propriety.  The  people 
who  were  able  were  accordingly  col- 
lected together*  and  tjie  cutter 
hoifted  out  on  the  lee-fide,  and  after- 
wards the  other  boats  on  the  booms. 
They  were  fortunately  all  got  into 
the  water  with  very  little  damage; 
but»  the  fea.  running  immenfely  high, 
it  was  with  difficulty  they  were  kept 
from  being1  flove  along-fide.  The 
launch  being  forced  to  drop  on  the 
quarter,  to  make  room  for  the  two 
cutters,  was  nearly  drawn  under  the 
quarter  and  Tank,  and  at  lad  obliged 
to  call  adrift  from  the  {hip,  with 
only  feyen  or  eight  men  on  hoard, 
and  without  any  provifion  or  water. 
A  coil  of  rope  was  then  handed 
from  the  quarter-gallery,  and  pafled 
over  to  Mr.  SomerviUe,  the  gunner, 
in  the  jolly-boat  which  hung  over, 
the  (tern.  This  boat,  on  being  low* 
ered.  down,  was  drawn'  under  and 
funk.  As.  fooii  as  the  launch  had 
again  rowed  a  little  nearer  to  the 
fhip,  one  of  the  people  in  her  caught 
hold  of  a  rope,  until  the  cutters 
brought  them  provisions,  &c.  and 
veered  to  a*  good  diftance  aflern.  A 
fmall  quantity  of  bifcuit,  and  an 
(eighteen  gallon  cafk  of  water,  was 
then  let  down  between  the  main  and 
roizen  chains  intp.tflie  fmall  cutter, 
which  was  the  lad:  thing  taken  in. 
The  purfer  then  got  into  the  main- 
chains,  and  from  thence  leaped  into 
her;  Mr.  Wadraanand  Mr.TVem- 


lett  likewHe  fortunately  got  into  the 
boat  from  the  mizen-chains.  It  was 
with  great, difficulty  rowed  clear  of 
the  fhip,  and  fleered  for  the  launch, 
•  The  agitation  of  mind  on  this 
melancholy  occafion  may  be  better 
imagined  than  described.  Mr,  Riou- 
was  at  this  moment  walking  the 
quarter-deck,.,  and  ieemed  happy 
the  boat  had  got  fafe  from  along- 
fide.  The  fhip  was-  drifting  aflern, 
and  gradually  finking  in  the  water. 
Mr.  Clements  began  to  be  afraid  ihe 
would  drive  upon  .the  launch;  he 
therefore  called  to  the  crew,  to  cut 
the  tow-rope,  and  row  out  of  the 
fhip's  wake. 

Mr.  Somerville,  .the  gunner,  who 
was  looking  over  the  fhjp'a  ftern, 
hearing  the  order,  prayed  them  to 
hold  rait  a  moment,  and  he  would' 
jump  overboard,  and  fwim  to  them : 
he  did  fo,  and  was  followed  by  John 
Spearman,  feaman,  who  were  both 
received  fafe,  and  the  boat  then  cut, 
and  rSwedout  of  the  fhip's  track. 
About  three  quarters  paft  eight  we 
got  along-fide  the  cutter,  and  Mr. 
Clements,  Mr.  Wadman,  Mr.  Trem- 
lett,  and  the  purfer,,  with  one  or 
two  more  of  the  men,  went  011 
board,  and  took  two  bags  of  bif- 
cuit  and  a  cafk  of  water.  The  crew 
were  ordered  back  to  the  fhip,  for 
further  fupplies,  and  to  receive  as 
many  of  the  people  as  could  with 
fafety  be  taken  on  board; 

They  were  notr  however,  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  return,,  but  rowed 
off  to  fome  diftance,  and  lay-by  to 
obsferve  our  motions.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Crowther  left  the  fhip  in  the  cutter* 
.  and  got  an  opportunity  of  joining 
the  launch,  while  making  the  ex- 
change. There  were  then  left  on 
board  the  cutter,  Mr.  Brady,  mid- 
ihipman,  Mr/  Fletcher,  captain's 
clerk,  and  five  feameiu 

By 


/* 
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,  $y  this  time  the  jolly-boat  had  fcene  of  mifery  anddiftrcfs,  a^  about 

nearly  come  within  hail,,  and  wc  nine  o'clock*     The  fhip  ax  this  time 

Tay-by  tilLinfbrmed  of  he/ Situation:  appeared  funk  down  to  her  upper- 

fee  £rought  with  her  neither  prcf-  deck   ports.      The    large    cutter, 

vifion,  water,  compafs,  or  quadrant*  which  was  watching  our  motions'; 

Hence  we  were  reduced  to  the   fa4  immediately  made  fail  after. us,  buc 

medium  of    confulting  our  fafety  in  a  ihort  time  fell  much  to  leeward : 

alone ;  and   perhaps  never  did  the"  lVtr.  Clements  thought  they  intend-* 

human  mind  itruggle  under  greater  ed  making  for  Prinee  Edward's,  oif 

difficulties,  than  we  experienced  in  Marten's  and  Crozet's  ifland.   The 

bein^  obliged  to  leave  fo  many  be-  fmall  cutter  remained  hanging  on  at 

hind,  in  all,  probability  to  perim.J  a:diftance  from  the  fhirj.     They  alfo' 

but  it  was  evident  that  more  people  ftepped  their  maft  in  the  jolly- boatj 

could  not,  with  propriety,   be  re-,  and  made  fail  after  us;  but,  difap- 

ceived  on   board  the  launch,  from  pearing  almoft  at  the  fame  moment* 

our  quantity  of  provifions,  viz.  two  we  .think  the  boat  filled  and  went' 

bags  of   bui(cuit  of  about  ioolb.  dowji. 

each,    two   mutton  Jiams    of  five  .  At  ten  o'clock   we  had  a  hard 

pounds  each,   a  goofe,   two  fowls,  fquall  Of  wind,  with  a  heavy  fall  of 

about  twelve  pounds  of  butter,  a  rain;  at  half  pad  -eleven  loft  fight 

cheefe,  a  fmall  keg  of  rum  containT  of  the  (hip  and  finall   cutter*     At 

ing  about  four  gallons,  and  a  fmall  noon  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  44 

rum  calk,  of  water,  marked  on  the  dcg.  J  min.  S. ;  the  boat  was  kept 

head  twenty   gallons.      This  was  aa  much  to  the  northward  as  the  fea 

a  very   inadequate    fttftenance  for  would  allow.    The  wind  at  this  time 

fifteen  fouls  already  in  the  boy&t,  who  was, about  N.  W. 

had  to  traverfe  the  valt  diftance  of  Dec.  26:    Strong,   gales;  fqually 

41 1  leagues  in   a  boifterous  ocean,  and  cloudy  weather/  with  remarka* 

without  any  means  of  relief*  bly  high  leas.     We  "were  this' night 

There  being  yet  a  fpare  Compafs  vtfry  much  numbed  and  chilled  with, 

and  quadrant  in  the  launch,   they  cold,  and  could  get  no  fleer/;    In  the 

were,  by  Mr.  Clemerjts'.s  diredlion,  morning  the  weather  became  more 

handed  into  the  jolly-boat.    At  this  moderate.     At  four  o'clock  fhifted 

time  one  of  the  convi&s  attempted  jthe  fore-mail   to  its  proper  places 

to  get  on  board  us>  but  was  oppofed  ftepped  the  main- mall,  and  fet  the 

by.  all,  aind  jpufhed  into  the  fea.  The  fore  add  main-fails ;    at  eight  the 

felloyv.  in  the  ffruggle  caught  hold  people   were  employed  ttf  make  A 

of  Mr.   Clements,  v  who  was  witji  main-top-fail  out    of  fbme-fheetst,* 

difficulty  fayed  from   being;  pulled  and  a  yird  out  of  one  df  the  boat's' 

out  of  the  Hba't  along  with  him.  ^Fhe  .thwarts  ;  the  hand  of  at  broken  Oaf" 

pebjple  in  the  jolly  -  boat  picked  the  was  converted  into  a  top-rnaft.     A 

man  up  again,  and  then  .took   to  fmall  tobacco  cannifter  was  cut  up 

their   oars,  and  rowed  ck)fev  uptfn  to  make  a  meafure  for  the  diftribu- 

Qur  quarter,  as-  it  determined   tp  .tion  of  the  water,  rather  lefs  than 

Hoard   us.  by  force,    t  To  » prevent  a  jiH,  <wo  off  which  it  was  agreed 

therefore,  any  fcuAe,  it' was  immedr-  to  allow  each  man  a  day. 

atety' agreed  to  make  foil  j    and  we  Qea  zj.    Firfi*    part,    moderate 

took  our  final  departure  from   this  breezes  and  cloudy  weather.— At 
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one   P.M.  having  boiled   all  oar 
poultry,  and  cut  up  the  goofe,  which 
was  but   fmall,  into    fifteen  equal 
parts;  one  of  the  men  forward  was 
then   blind-folded,  and  directed   to 
call  each  perfon  by  name,  and  ano- 
ther was  appointed  to  ferve  out  the 
morfel   by    lots.     Notwithftanding 
we    had   now   failed  above   thirty 
hours,   all  were  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  the  fmall  morfel;    and   fome 
had  fo  little  appetite,  that  they  re- 
ferved  a  part  of  it  for  a  future  oc- 
cafion.     But  the  very  fcanty  maa- 
fure  of  water  received  afterwards  by 
no    means    allayed    the    univerfal 
craving  for  drink,  evidently  occa- 
sioned by  the  exceflive  heat  and  fe- 
verifh  ftate  of  our  bodies.     We  did 
not   dare,    however,    to   take  one 
drop  more  thartthe  prefcribed  al- 
lowance.    We    therefore    through 
neceffity  became  philofophers,  and 
fubmitted  with  becoming  rcfolution 
to  the  exigences  of  the  moment.    At 
feven  we  received  our  fecond  mea- 
sure of  water,  which  being  fucceed- 
ed  by  the  coldnefs  of  the  night,  ad- 
miniftered  greatly  to  our  relief.    At 
midnight  it  blew  a  frefti  gale,  with 
dark,  cloudy,  and  remarkably  cold 
weather.     The  launch  was  at  this 
time  brought  under  her  main-fail 
only,  and  the  weather  continuing 
much  the  fame,  no  alteration  was 
made  throughout  the  day. 

Dec.  28.  f  he  firft  part  frefh  gales 
and  cloudy  weather,  middle  more 
moderate.  About  noon  we  had 
one  of  the  fowls  cut  up,  and  divided 
amongft  us,  as  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  then  received  our  jill  of  water. 
The  heat  and  fever  of  our  bodies  in- 
creafed,  and  our  lips  began  to  break 
out  in  watery  and  ulcerous  blifters. 
This  day  one  of  the  crew,  being  afraid 
of  famifhing,  requeued  his   whole 


quantity  of  water  for  the  day  atpne 
(erving,  which  Mr.  Clements  op- 
pofed.  He  therefore  had  recourfe  to 
falt-water,  of  which  he  drank  freely.. 
At  five  in  the  morning  got  the  top- 
mail  up,  and  fet  the  top -fail ;  at  ten 
frefh  gales,  lowered  and  took  in  the 
top-fail.  In  thefe  feas  are  conftantry 
vaft  numbers  of  fea-fbwl  flying 
about;  and  had  we  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  had  a  fowling-piece, 
we  could  not  have  been  much  tt  a  . 
lofs  for  provifions.  Powder  aid 
fhot  we  had  in  ftore,  and  two  brace 
of  piftols,  but  were  unable  to  do 
any  execution  with  them. 

Dec.  29.  This  day  cut  up  and  di- 
vided our  laft  fowl,  and  fhared  our 
water  as  before.  At  day-break 
ftrong  gales,  with  flying  fhowers  of 
rain,  from  which  we  endeavoured  to 
benefit  as  much  as  poffible,  by 
facing  the  weather  with,pur  mouths 
open  and  handkerchiefs  fpread  out; 
but  the  drifting  moifture  was  fo 
thin  and  light,  that  we  were  barely 
able  to  catch  fuificient  to  wet  our 
lips.  This  morning  we  .received  a 
fmall  thimble  -  full  of  rum  each, 
which  was   occafionally  allowed. 

Dec.  30.  We  were  this  day  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb  indeed,  and 
could  not  eat  the  fmalleft  crumb,  till 
fupplied  with  an  additional  meafure 
of  water  to  moiften  our  lips,  which 
were  almoft    held    together  by  a 
tough  vifcid  phlegm,  that  could  not 
be  expectorated  but  with  the  greateft 
difficulty.      Oa    this    occauon  we 
dipped  our  bit  of  bifcuit  in  the  wa- 
ter, and  afterwards  fupped  a  litdc 
of  it  with  each  mouthful,  to  force  it 
down.— The    butter,    cheefe,   and 
hams,  were  left  free  for  the  ufe  of 
every  one ;  for  they  were  found  ti 
occafion  greater  thirft,  and  therefore 
remained  almoft  untouched.  Several 

of 
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of  the  crew  had  again  recourfe  to 
the  fait -water,  which  appeared  not 
to  have  any  bad  effects. 

Dec.  3 1.  We  again  fuhTered  great- 
ly this  day  from  the  burning  heat 
of  the  fun,  and  the  parched  Hate 
of  our  bodies,  and  were  allowed  an 
additional  meafure  of  water,  with  a 
larger  portion  of  rum  than  ufual;  in 
which  we  foaked  our  bit  of  bifcuit, 
and  made  our  meal  of  it.— About 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  clouds  be- 
gan to  {hew  W  rain,  and  we  made 
preparations  accordingly;  but  were 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  fee  it  fall  in 
heavy  fhowers  all  around  us,  and 
had  barely  as  much  over  the  boat  as 
would  wet  our  handkerchiefs. 

The  people  this  day  appeared  to 
be  in  a  more  hopelefsitate  than  ever, 
and  difcovered  figns  of  difrefpeft 
to  their  officer*  ;  which  was,  how* 
ever,  happily  checked  in  time  by. 
the  fpirited  conduct  of  the  gunner, 
who  chailifed  the  leader  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  crew,  andreftored  di£. 
cipline.  Many  of  the  people  this 
day  drank  their  own  urine,  and 
others  tried  the  falt-water.  The 
weather  was  this  day  more  warm 
and  fultry  than  at  any  time  fince  our 
misfortunes, 

Jan.  i .  We  dined  this  day  as  on. 
the  preceding,  ,and  in  general  ap- 
peared in  better  fpirits ;  which  we 
confidered  on  account  of  its  being 
the  firfl  day  of  the  new  year,  -—  a 
happy  prefage  of  our  fafety  ! 

Jan.  %.  Clear  weather,  till  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  be- 
came overcafl^  and  blew  a  frejb  gale. 
We  had  before  this  dined  on  our 
ufual  fare  of  bifcuit  and  water,  with 
half  a  meafure  of  rum,  and  were  all 
in  tolerable  fpirits; .  but  {he  gale 
increafiog  during  the_  night,  and 
the  fea  running  immenfely  high, 
brought  us  again  into  great  dan* 


ger,  which,  with  the  difappointment 
of  not  feeing  land  in  the  morning,  as 
expe&ed,  reduced  us  to  our  former 
miferable  ftate  of  defpondency.  At 
eight  in  the  evening  the  fore*  (ail 
was  ihifted  to  the  main-maft,  and 
the  boat  failed  under  it  reefed  till 
about  fix  in  the  morning,  when 
the  mizen  was  fet  on  the  fore-mad, 
to  give  her  greater  fteerage-way. 

^  At  noon  the  latitude  was  by  obfer- 
vation33deg.  I9min,  and  fuppofed 

.  longitude  £.  of  Greenwich  34  deg. 
15  min.  * 

J 'an.  3.  About  feven  in  the  even* 
ing  the  clouds  put  oji  the  appear, 
ance  of  a  very  heavy  rain,  but  unfor- 
tunately broke  over  in  a  moll  dread- 
ful ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightnings 
attended  with  gulls  of  wind,  and 
very  little  rain,  fucceeded  by  a  vi- 
olent gale  of  feve^al  hours  from  the 
S.  W.  in  which  we  were  near  pe- 

,  rilhing.  On  this  occaiion  the  maf- 
ter  and  the  gunner  fucceeded  each 
other  at  the  helm,  and,  by  their  ex- 
perience and  judgment  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  boat,  we  were  this 
night  enabled  to  traverfe  in  fafety 
an  ocean  of  fuch  fierce  and  tre- 
mendous feas,  in  different  directions, 
as  we  could  fcarcely  allow  ourfelves 
the  hope  of  efcaping. 

->At  day-»break  the  gunner,  who 
was  then  at  the  helm,  difcovered  a 
fhip  at  a  little  diftance  from  us,  lay- 
ing under  her  bare  poles.  Our  joy 
at  this  fight  was  great  beyond  ex- 
preffion,  and,  anxious  to  fecure  fo 

.  favourable  an  occaiion,  we  immedi- 
ately made  more  fail,  and  between 
five  and  fix  o'clock  patted  clofe  un- 
der her,  arid  informed  her  people  of 
our  diltxeftes.  We  then  veered 
about,  and  put  along-fide  her  on 
the  other  tack. 

The  people  on  board  her  crowded 
immediately  to  our  affiftance,  and 
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received  us  in    the    mod  friendly    wards  the  Banca  (hore,  at  a  quarter 


manner.  As  foon  as  were  along  - 
fide,  feveral  of  them  jumped  in,  and 
affiftcd  in  keeping  the  boat  from  be- 
ing (love. 

This  (hip  was'  named  the  Vif- 
countefs  of "Britannie,  a  French  mer- 
chantman; Martin  Doree,  matter, 
with  part  of  Walfh's  or  95th  regi- 
ment, from  the  ifle  of  France,  to 
touch  at  the  ^Cape  of  Good  Hope  for 
a  fupply  of  water  and  provifions,  on 


paft  four  P.M.  fent  the  cutter  to 

found  to  windward   of   the  lhip» 

there  being  an  appearance  of  fhoal- 

water,  and  brought  to  with  the  main 

top-fail  aback,  to  wait  for  her.    At 

a  quarter  paft  five  fhe  returned,  and 

informed  us.  that  the  appearance  a- 

rofe  from  a  large  quantity  of  the 

fpawn  of  nih  on  the  ftirface  of  the 

water;  at  which  time  (hoaled,  fud- 

denly  from  17  to  10  fathoms,  and 


her  way  to  Europe.     The  officers  of    then  to  feven,  in  a  (ingle  caft  of  the 
this  corps  were  unbounded  in  their    hand  lead. 


friend/hip  and  attention  tQwards  us,: 
affording  Us  every  poffible  comfort, 
and  even  giving  up  their  beds  for 
pur  ufe. 

Jan.  18.   At  noon  anchored  in 
Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

But  to  return  to  the  (hip.— rShe 
continued  ibme   days  jn  the  fame 
fiat«  as  zi  the  departure  of  the  boats, 
at  the  mprcy  of  the  winds  and  waves, 
without  a  rudder,  and  every  in  ft  ant, 
in  danger  of  bring  {wallowed  up  ii 
the    abyfs.       Attempts,     hpweve/, 
were  made  by  the  crew,  occasion- 
ally, to  reduce  the  water,  when  their 
flrenjrth   permitted,     and   Mus,  by 
wonderful  exertions,  was  the  Guar- 
dian kepi  afk>at,  till  a  Dutch  packet- 
boat  from  the  Spice  i Hands  ar»d  Ba- 
tavia,  providentially  fleering  a  high 
foml.  1!/   -atiiud;?,  fell  in  with  her, 
arFo:ued  her  aid  of  men  and  materi- 
als,  and  enabled  her  to  make  gcqd 
her  wy  tack  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  kept  her  company  during 
h<  i  <«;".';       'he  Guaidiari  was  full 
4go  leagues  from  the  Cape,  when 
ihe  I  eh  in  with  tiie  iilandof  ice*. 


Authentic  A^'ount  r,f  the  Lofs  of  the 
Vanfittart   Indiaman.    * 


s 


UNDAY  the  23d  of  Auguft, 
Handing  acioi*  cue  channel  to- 


Anchored  immediately  with  jhe 
fmall  bower,  and  clewed  all  tip  at 
fail  as  poffible ;  but,  in  fwinging  tq 
her  anchor,  the  (hip  took  the  grew 
abreaft  of  the  mizen  chains.  Sound- 
ing around  her,  we  found  fix  6- 
thoms  at  her  bows,  five  at  the  gang- 
ways, in  the  mizen  chains  one-fourth 
lefs  three ;  but  under  her  (tern  fotf 
pne  -  half   fathoms.  «—  Immediately 
furled  all  the  fails,  and  brOugbt-tQ 
upon  the  fmall  bower,  to  endeavoof 
to  heave  the  (hip  a-head ;  but  thO   t 
anchor  coming  home  very  faft,  de* 
filled.     The  cutter  (bunding  around 
the  (hip,  found  deep  water  every 
where  to  leeward  of  her.     Set  tlifc 
head-fails,  and  dowfed   the  cable, 
upon  which  (he  fwang  off  to  her 
anchor,   and   no  where   along-fide* 
found  lefs  than  five  fathoms,  though  - 
abreafl  the  larboard  mizen  chains; 
in  throwing  the  lead  a  little,  waf' 
farther  out  from  the  (hip,  found  only 
four  fathoms  upon   a   rock,  from 
which  the  lead  tumbling,  k  fell  into 
five   fathoms.     The   fhip  making 
water,  turned  the    people  to  tfe 
pumps. 

By  the  cutter's  foundings,  it  ap? 
peared  that  there  was  deeper  water 
two  or  three  (hips*  lengths  rignt 
aftern.  Veered  away  the  whole 
cable,  and  riding  a-head  to  wind, 
which  was  at   £.  S.  £.   found  *< 

when 
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where  left  than  fix  fathoms  about 
her,  and  in  fome  feven;,  But  fome 
little  diftance  aftern  there  was  only 
fa  fathoms,  frpm  that  deepening  to 
10  and  12  fathoms.      All  around 
from  the  S.  £.  to   the  Southward, . 
and  as  far  as  weft,  was  a  clear  chan- 
nel and  4eeP  water.     Set  a  fpring 
upon  the  cable  to  infure  her  calling 
to  ftaxboard ;  fent  the  cutter  to  an- 
chor in  deep  water,  and  to  (hew 
lights;  fet  the  head- fails,  and  cut 
the  cable;  ran  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  the  W.  S.  W.  and  anchored 
with  the  bell  bower  in  18  fathoms 
water,  fand  and  mud.     About  half 
paft  nine,  the  pumps  fucked ;  found 
fhe  made  upwards  of  four  feet  an 
hour;  but  were  able  to  keep  her 
free  during  the  night  with  all  the 
pumps  going.  .  At  day-light,  hear- 
ing a  ruffling  of  water  in  the  bread- 
room,  cleared  away  by  hoifling  up 
13  chefts  of  treafure  and  the  bread, 
and  found    the  water    rufhing  in 
through  the  cieling,   about    three 
feet  above  the  keelfon  on  the  (lar- 
board fide,  and  about  i  8  inches  abaft 
the  bulk-head  of  the  bread -room : 
cut  out  a  piece  of  the  cieling,  when 
we  could  plainly  perceive  that  the 
outfide  plank   was   ftove  in,  day* 
light  appearing  through  her  bot- 
tom.   Endeavoured  to 'fill  the  room 
betwixt  the  timbers  up  with  oakum, 
but  found  it  impoffibie.    We  then 
prepared  a  piece  of  fir,  aljout  four 
feet  long,  and  nearly  the  fize  of  the 
chamber,  fothering  it  round  with 
oakum,  to  fill  up.    Put  one  end  of  it 
betwixt  the  cieling  and  outfide  plank, 
and  endeavoured  to  fecure  the  other 
end  down,  but  found  the  force  of 
water  fo  great  we  could  derive  no 
benefit  from  this.    Swifted  the  (hip, 
and  prepared  a  Iheep -s  fkin ;  and  a 
feaman  (John  Bartlett)   undertook 
fcr  a  rgward  to.  dive^  an^  endear 


vour   to   place   the  fkin  over  the 
lead,  and  which  he  afferted  he  haoV 
done.     Mi  good,  however,  was  de* 
rived  from  it ;  on  the  contrary,  the" 
water  began  to  gain  on  the  pumps 
considerably.     It  was  then  agreed 
in  confutation  to  cut  the  cable,  and 
run  as  fail  as  poffible,  hoping  to  be* 
able  to  keep  her  afloat  till  we  could, 
reach   the  fiat    fhore  of  Sumatra, 
where  we  fhould  be  in- the  traft  of 
fhips,  and  perhaps  be  able  to  fave 
the  treafure  at  leaft.    This  was  put 
in  execution  about  three  P.  M.  the, 
water  having  gained  1 8  inches  upon  - 
tlxe  pumps  in  the  laft  two  hours, 
fleered  at  firfl  N-  N.W.  then  N.  W. 
but  the  water  gaining   very   faft, 
hauled  in  W.  for  the  land  of  Banca. 
At  five  P.M.  notwithstanding  the 
moll    vigorous    exertions    at   the 
pumps,  the  water   had  gained  in 
greater  proportion  for  th£  laft  half 
hour  than  before,  having  now  5  feet 
6  inches  in  the  hold.   Saw  an  ifland  % 
from  the  mafl-head,  bearing  W,  S« 
W,  and  hauled  up  for  it,  but  coukf 
not  fetch  it.    What  hands  could  be  • 
fpared  from  the  pumps  were  em- 
plpyed  in  hoifting  up  water  and  pro* 
vifions  out  of  the  fore  hold,  getting 
the  long-boat  out,  and  rigging  her, 
During  the  hours  of  fix,  feven,  and 
eight,  the  (hip  fettled  faft,  notwith- 
Handing  the  uttmoft  exertions  at  the 
pumps,  the  water  having  gained  to 
sight  feet.     At  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore nine,  ran  her  on  fhore  upon  an 
ifland  in  the  lat.  of  8  deg.  9  min.  S. 
and   about  feven    miles   from   the 
coaft  of  Banca,  there  being  now  9 
feet  10  inches  of  water  in  the  hold. 
She  grounded  upon  a  bank  of  fand, 
juft  without  a  reef  of  rocks,  and 
about  three,quartprs  of  a  mile  from 
the  ^fland  from  which  the  reef  ex- 
tended.   At  day-light  in  the  morn- 
ing, fent  an  officer  on  fhore  to  en- 
[•^4]  deavpur 
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deavour  to  find  water,  who,  after  the 
moft  diligent  fearch,  in  which  he 
was  unfuccefsful,  returned  on  board. 
We  had  been  able  to  hoift  out  of  the 
hold  but  one  butt*  four  gang  cafes, 
and  five  fmall  caflcs,  befo  e  the  water 
flowed  over,  which,  with  eight  calks 
of  porter,  was  all  the  liquor  we 
could  get  at,  except  fpirits.  .  In 
confutation  it  was  unanimously  a- 
greed  to  embark  the  people  in  the 
boats,  with  what  water  and  provi- 
sions they  could  carry,  and  proceed 
to  the  ifland. 

Accordingly  on  Tuefday  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.  we  embarked  in  our 
boats,  leaving  behind  what  porter 
and  provifions  we  were  unable  to 
carry ;  having  previoufly  thrown 
overboard  13  chefts  of  treafure, 
fpiked  up  the  quarter-deck  guns, 
and  thrown  overboard  what  powder 
and  ammunition  remained  after  fup- 
plying  the  boats. 

The  order  in  which  we  embarked 
'  was  as  follows : 

Number 
of  Hands* 
The  captain  and  chief  mate 

in  the  cutter,  in  all 
The  fecond  and  fourth  ditto, 

in  the  long-  boat  * 

The   tjiird   and  fifth  ditto, 

in  the  pinnace 
The  fixth  and  gunner  in  the 

yawl  -  - 

In  the  jolly-boat 
The  boatfwain  and  four  more 

in  the  gigg 

In  all 

The  long-boat  very  narrowly 
efcaped  being  loft,  haying  ftruck 
on  the  reef  of  the  ifland ;  and  with 
all  our  exertions  we/  found  it  im- 
poflible  to  get  her  without  it  before 
dark.  Apcordingly  brought  her  to 
anchor,  and  the  fmall  boats  returned 
aiKl  Jay  eptfer  \h$  tee  pf  the  &ip  fox 


H 

59 

14 

'4 
8 

114 


the  night.  In  the  morriing  (Wed* 
neiday  26th  Auguft  1789),  took 
our  final  departure,  and  Jtood  along 
fhore,  having  all  the  people  «m« 
barked,  except  George  Scott,  fe* 
man,  who  was  drowned  in  the  gun- 
room. 

The  boats  kept  very  well  toge* 
ther,  till  Friday  morning,  when  it 
was  difcovered  that  the  boatfwain, 
with  four  hands,  were  miffing.  At 
one  P.  M.  difcovered  two  flups  at 
anchor,  near  the  Banca  (hore,  and  at 
half  paft  four  P.  M.  got  on  board 
the  Nonfuch,  capt.  Canning,  and 
the  General  Elliot,  capt.  Lloyd, 
Englifh  country  (hips,  who  received 
us  with  all  imaginable  kindnefs;  as  - 
foon  as  the  people  wqre  a  little  re* 
frefhed,  the  cutter  was  fent  in  fearch 
of  the  gigg.  but  returned  without 
fuccefs  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 


Trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  c/Renwick 
Williams,  commonly  called  The 
Mpnfler.  1 

T\  ENWICK*  WILLIAMS  was 
£\^  indi&ed  upon  the  ftatute  of 
lft  George  I.  for  aflaultjng  M^s 
Ann  Porter  on  the  king's  highway* 
and  felonioufly  and  majicioufly  in- 
tending to  cut  and  deftroy  her 
cloaths. 

There  was  another  count  for  cut* 
ting  and  teaiing  her  clothes. 

Mr.  Pigott,  leadirig  counfel  for 
the  profecution,  fta{ed  tlTe  cafe  with 
great  precifibn.     , 

Mifs  Ann  Porter,  the  profecu- 
trix,  was  the  firft  witnefs.  She  faidt 
that  on  the  18th  of  January  Jaft  fa 
left  the  ball-room  at  St.  James/st** 
a  quarter  paft  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  and  went  towards  Jier  h? 
ther's  houfej  accompanied  ty  htf 
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fillers,  and  -a  Mrs.  Meale,  As  (he 
was  paffing  the  rails  of  the  houfe, 
(he  received  a  violent  blow  on  her 
hip,  and,  turning  round,  faw  the 
prifoner  Hoop  down;  (he  knew  it 
was  him,  having  feen  his  perfpn  be- 
fore, and  having  been  previoufly 
infulted  by  him  with  language  too 
Clocking  to.  repeat.  Thefe  previous 
infults  (he  had  received  from  him  in 
the  day-time  three  or  four  times, 
and  therefore  ihe  took  particular 
notice  of  him.  After  having  aflault- 
ed  her,  he  came  by  the  rails  of  the 
door,  flood  clofe  to  her,  and  dared 
her  full  in  the  face.  Her  upper 
and  under  garment  were  cut,  and 
Ihe  was  terribly  wounded  by  fbme 
extremely  iharp  rnftrument. '  She  faw 
the  prifoner  afterwards  in  St.  James's 
Park,  on  the  jjth  of  June,, when 
Ihe  pointed  him  out  to  Mr.  Cole- 
man. She  was  then  denied  to  look 
at  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  which  (he 
did,  and  pofitively  declared  he  was 
the  man  who  had  affaulted  her ;  fhe 
had  fuffered  fo  much  from  him,  that 
(he  could  noL.be  miilaken  in  his 
perfon,  which  had  left  a  ftrong  im- 
preffion  on  her  mind. 

Mifs  Sarah  Porter  was  then  call- 
ed, and  (iefired  to  look  at  the  pri- 
foner. She  faid,  ihe  had  feen  him 
previous  to  the  1 8  tjf  of  January,  he 
having  fpllowe4  clofe  behind  her 
while  (he  was  walking,  and,  leaning 
his  head  towards  her  moulder,  ut- 
tered the  molt  horrid  language. 
She  faw  him  in  St.  James's-flreet 
about  a  quarter  paft  eleven  o'clock, 
while  in  company  with  her  filler 
Ann;  he  was  Handing  with  his 
back  towards  them  as  they  parTed, 
hot  ipme  chairmen  coming  by,  faid, 
"  By  your  Jeaye, ,  ladies  ;"  up<  n 
hearing  which  the  prifoner  inftantly 
turned  round,  and,  perceiving  the 
wijnefs,  exclaimed,  "  Oh!    ofeIM 


and  gave  her  a  violent  blow  on  the 
back  of  her  head.  The  witnefs  thea 
defired  her  filler  to  run  away,  fay- 
ing* <c  Don't  you  fee  tie  wretch  is 
behind  us?"  the  name  by  which 
they  had  diftingui(he4  him.  This 
witnefs  confirmed  the  teftimony  of 
her  filter  as  to  the  aflault  in  quef* 
tion,  and  fwore  pofitively  to  the 
identity  of  the  prifoner's  perfon, 
from  her  having  frequently  been 
followed  and  infulted  hf  him* 

Mifles  Rebecca  and  Martha  Porter 
alfo  confirmed  the  evidence  of  their 
filler,  the  prosecutrix,  and  proved 
the  identity  of  the  prifoner,  the/' 
having  both  feen  him  feveral  times 
before  the  queen's  birth-day,  and 
some  in  for  a  (hare  of  his  obicenp 
language, 

Mr.  John  Coleman  was  then  ex- 
amined. He  (aid,  that  being  in 
company  with  the  Mifs  Porters,  in 
St.  James's  Park;  on  the  13th  of 
June^aft,  and  being  told  that  the 
map  who  had  affaulted  the  profe- 
cutrix  had  juft  palled  them,  he  im- 
mediately followed  the  prifoner, 
who,  fufpefting  he  was  followed, 
walked  on  very  fall.  He  purfued 
him  through  different  ftreets,  look- 
ing full  in  his  face,  and  doing  every 
thing  to  affront  him,  in  onler  that 
he  might  provoke  him  to  an  alter- 
cation ;  but  the  prifoner  would  not 
take  any  affront,  bearing  patiently 
every  in;ult  offered.  The  witneli 
felt  himfelf  in  fome  agitation,  and 
was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  means 
he  (hould  adopt,  as  he  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  charge  him  Klire&ly 
with  being  the  Monjier,  He  was, 
however,  determined  to  purfuehim; 
and  upon  the  prifoner's  at  laft  go- 
ing into  the  houfc  of  a  Mr.  Smith 
(after  knocking  at  two  or  three 
doors),  he  followed  him,  and  afked 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  prefence  of  the 

prifoner,' 
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4     prifoner,  wljo  he  was;  and  imme- 
diately apologizing  for  this  ques- 
tion, {aid  he  inuft  beg  the  prifoner 
to  give  him  his  addrefs.    Mr.  Smith 
ai\d  the   prifoner  wifhed   to  have 
fome  reafon  afSgned  for  this  quef- 
fion;  upon  which  the  witnefs  an- 
fwered,  he  was  told  that  the  pri- 
foner had  infulted  fome  ladies.  The 
prifoner  replied,  he  had  never  in- 
Suited  any  lady,  and,  after  feme  lit* 
tie  converfatjon,  gave  the  witnefs 
his  addrefs,  which  was,  "  Mr.  ^Vil- 
«  liams,  No.  ez,  JermyR-ftreet,,, 
«— the  houfe   where  the  prifonei^s 
mother  lived,  and  almdft  c  lofe  to  his 
pwn  lodgings.  The  witnefs*  upon  fee- 
ing the  name  Williams,  faid,  •*  Qood 
God !  I  think  J  know  you."*  To 
which  the  prifqner  anfwered,   "I 
think  I  know  you."     The  witnefs 
then  expreffed  his  furprize,  that  he 
had  not  recollected  him  while  he 
was    following   him,   although   \ie 
looked  in    his   face   fo   often;    to 
which  the  prifoner  faid,  «*  And  it  is 
furprifihg  that  I   mould  not  have 
known  you."  The  witnefs  yifprmed 
'  the  court,   that   he  had   feen  him 
feveral    times    at;    fome   afTemyy- 
room. 

After  exchanging  addrefles,  they 
went  out  together  from  Mr.  Smith's 
houfe,  and  the  witnefs  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner ;  but  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes afterwards  he  thought  he  had 
ailed  wrong  in  leaving  him;  he 
.  therefore  purfijed  and  overtook 
him,  faying,  he  mould  not  be  fatif-' 
fied,  unleis  he  would  accompany 
him  to  the  ladies.  The  prifoner* 
after  exprefiing  his  wifh  to  meet  the 
witnefs  at  fome  cofFee-houfe,  was  at 
length  prevailed  upon  to  go  with 
•  him  to  the  Mifs  Porters  ;  and  upon 
his  entering  the  parlour,  two  of  the 
young  ladies  inflantly  fainted  away, 
faying,  That   is  the  wretch.     The 


prifoner  laid,  the  ladies  behaviour 
was  very  flrange,  and  he  hoped  they 
were  not  fo  prejudiced  againffc  him 
as  to  take  him  for  the  man  that  had 
been  advertifed.  He  did  not  appear 
to  be  the  lead  agitated. 

The  profecutrix's  clothes  were 
produced  in  court.  They  were  cut 
quite  through,  from  the  bottom  up 
to  the  wajlt. 

•  M'Manus  fearched  the  prifoner's 
lodging,  which  was  at  the  George 
pubiic-houfe,  Buryrftreet.  It  was 
a  garret,  in  which  were  two  beds  in 
the  front  room,  airt  two.  in  the 
back,  but  only  ooe  door  into  both 
apartments.  He  found  a  white  coat, 
a  pair  of  boots,  and  an  old  hat. 

Mr.  Tomkins,  a  furgeon,  proved 
the  wound  the  profecutrix  had  re- 
Cefyed/which  was  inflicted  with  an 
extremely  iharp  inftrument.  It  was 
three  or  four  inches  deep,  and  about 
nine  or  ten  in  length. 

DEFENCE. 
The  prifoner  lamented  the  hard- 
ship of  his  cafe.  He  faid,  he  had  nq 
fatisfa&ion,  under  the  load  of  re- 
proach and  calumny  that  had  been 
thrown  upon  nim  by  popular  pre- 
judice, proceeding  from  a  fatal  mif- 
take  made  by  his  prdfecutprs,  but 
confeious  innocence.  He  had  been 
already  prematurely  convicted ;  but 
he  trufted  the  evidence  he  fhoulcj 
adduce  would  make  his  innocence 
manifeft. 

Many  witnefles  were  then  called 
to  prove  an  4//%'. 

Mr.  Michelle,  a  flower-maker^ 
depofed,  that  the  prifoner  had 
worked  for  him  for  about  eight  or 
nine  months  paft ;  that  he  was  at 
work  with  him  on  the  queen's  birth- 
day from  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening 
till  half  paft  twelve  at  night.  The 
reafon  of  his  (laying  fo  late  was  the 
prefs  of  bufinefs.    He  was  fure  it 

was 
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was  half  paft  twelve  when  he  west 
away,  as  a  fervant  looked  at  the 
clock,  and  heard  the  watchman  call 
the  hour,  which  agreed  wjth  if. 
This  witnefc  being  a-  foreigner,  hifc 
evidence  was  communicated  by  an 
interpreter. 

Several  other  witjneffes,  who 
worked  for  Michelle,  three  of  whom 
were  females,  alfo  pofitively  fup- 
ported  this  alibi,  and  declared  that 
theprifoner  was  a  very  good-natured 
man,  and  extremely  kind  and  affa- 
ble to  the  female  fex ;  but  they  had 
not  known  him  but  for  a  fliort 
time. 

1  There   were    fome    cirtuftances 
ftatedwby  thefe  witneiTes  in  which 


foner  went  home  cm  the  queen's 
birth-night ;  but  the  y  all  fwore  that 
he  did  not  go  away  before  half  paft 
twelve  o?clock. 

Seventeen  witnefles  were  calle4 
to  the  prifoner's  character,  fome  of 
whom  were  very  handfome  women, 
They  all  gave  him  a  mod  excellent 
character  for  good-nature,  huma- 
nity, and  kindnefs  to  the  fair-fex  in 

«...    •...<» 

particular. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller  fummed  up  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  with  his 
ufual  abilities,  accompanied  by  num- 
berlefi  appofite  obtervations.  He 
faid,  if  the  jury  mould  pronounce 
the  prifoner  guihy,  he  (hould  referve 
the  queftion  of  law,  as  it  was  a  new 


they  contradicted  each  other,  efpe-  .cafe,  for  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 

cially  as  to  the  time  Michelle  was  judges, 

at  home  in  the  afternoon,  and  the        The  jury  pronounced  the  pri* 

Rooking  at  the  clock  when  the  pri-  foner  Guilty. 


A   GENE< 
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All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 


From  December  15,  1789,  to  December  14,  1790. 


Males     9192?    Decreafed  in  the  Burials 
Females  8846  J  this  Year  2711. 


Total  Males  and  females  Chrhlened  18980. — Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  18038. 
Died  under  Two  Years  5877  I  — Forty  and  Fifty  1785IA  Hundred 'and  Two        I 

Between  Two  and  Five  1948  — Fifty  and  Sixty  ,1548 
—Five  and  Ten  748    —Sixty  and  Seventy       1233 

—Ten  and  Twenty  640  —Seventy  and  Eighty  818 
-—Twenty  and  Thirty  1277  —Eighty  and  Ninety  376 
•—Thirty  and  Forty        1733    —-Ninety  and  a  Hundred  51 


A  Hundred  and  Three 
A  Hundred  and  Five 
A  Hundred  and  Seven 


DISEASES. 

ABortive  and  S  til- 
born         806 
Ablcefs  17 

Aged  1 000 

Ague  3 

Apoplexy    and    Sud- 
den 198 
Afthma    and  Phthi- 
fic                    311 
Bed-ridden  1 3 
Bleeding  7 
Bloody  Flux  1 
Burden     and     Rup- 
ture                    1  j 
Cancer                     53 
Canker                     2 
Chicken  Pox           2 
Childbed                150 
Cholic,  Gripes,  twitt- 
ing of  the  Guts    6. 
Cold  3 
Con  fumpKon      48  5  2 
Convulfions         4003 
Cough  and  Hooping  - 
Cough               391 


5 
4 

*7 
83 


Diabetes '  1 

Dropfy  767 

Evil  ^  6 

Fever,  malignant  Fe- 
ver, Scarlet  Fever, 
Spotted  Fever,  and 
Purples  2185 

Fiftula 
Flux 

French  Pox 
Gout 

GHbel,Strangury,and 
Stone  41 

Grief  4 

Head-Ach  o 

Headmouldfhot,  Hor- 
fhoehead,  and  Wa- 
ter in  the  Head    4$ 
Jaundice  33 

Impofthume  2 

Inflammation        142 
Itch  o 

Leprofy  3 

Lethargy  3 

Livergrovvn  1 

Lunatick  52 


Meafles  1 19 

Mifcarriage  1 

Mortification        183 
Palfy      .  80 

Pleurify  7 

Quinfy  2 

Rafh  2 

Rheumatifm  7 

Rickets  2 

Rifing  of  the  Lights  o 
Scald  Head  o 

Scurvy  5 

Small  Pox  1 61 7 

Sore  Throat  5 

Sores  and  Ulcers  7 
St.  Anthony's  Fire  o 
Stoppage  in  the  Sto- 
mach 7 
Surfeit  2 
•Swelling  o 
Teeth  41c 
Thrufh  .  45 
Tympany  c 
Vomiting  and  Loofe- 
nefs  o 
Worms                     8 


% 
% 

0 


CASUALTIES,  ' 

BRoken  Limbs  4 
Bruifed       J 
Burnt  » 

Choaked  * 

Drowned  i*9 

Exceflive  Drinking  5 
Executed  *  H 

Found  Dead  $ 

Fractured 
Frighted  • 
Frozen 
Killed  by  Falls  »n4 
feveral  other  Ac 
ci  dents  $4 

Killed  themfelves  31* 
Li ck$d  by  a  mad  dog  0 
Murdered  3 

Overlaid  * 

Poifoned  4 

Scalded  * 

Smothered  * 

Starved  4 

Suffocated  * 

Total    *9' 


•  There  have  been  executed  in  Middle/ex  and  Surry  38;  of  which  number  14  only  h*** 
keen  reported  as  buried  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 


Th* 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Com-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  CuftonuHoufe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  Mn  John  James  Catherwood,  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Autho- 
rity of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the,  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from,  and  im- 
ported into,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon >  for  the  Tear  ended  the  $th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1791. 

EXPORTED. 


1790. 

ENGLAND. 

British. 

Foreign. 

Bounties  and 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Drawbacks  paid* 

Wheal    -      -       -      - 

11 

742 

"     £-     '•     d- 

CWt.     <rs.   lbs. 

^^                   *. 

D«  Flour        *-     -    .- 

*3»503  : 

[2,434      °      l8 

Rye      -       -       -       - 

47 

•,                  . 

*                   / 

Barley                     -     - 

18,829 

!S 

1 

3»»695 

►  10,173  15  2  Bo. 

Oats    -     -      -      -     - 

11,233 

1,368 

Oatmeal                  -     - 

1,033 

8 

Drawbacks  N3« 

Beans      .... 

8,820 

1,259 

Peafe 

7>n6 

* 

1 

Indian  Corn 

m                  — 

'    5*4^ 

j 

% 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  '  -             - 

1,296 

-* 

t                          % 

D°  Flour     -     - 

1,094 

« 

Barley      -      -    *  -     - 

18 

• 

D°,  hulled      -       -      - 

198 

- 

Malt  .     -         - 

369 

►  -      -        - 

464  t$  ioJBa, 

Oats          - 

387. 

1 

\ 

Oatmeal       - 

246 

* 

Groats       - 

10 

I 

1 

Peafe  and  Beans     -     - 

382 

J 

'          *            I 

M    P    O    R    T    E    D. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Duties  received. 

Wheat 

174*5  34 

■V          £ .       s.  d* 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

0 

D*  Flour          -     _    - 

65,862    O    12 

qrs. 

\ 

Rye    .          -        -     - 

21,683 

Barley         -         - 

24,267 

v     10,856  17  3 

Oats      -      -  .    - 

614,768 

Oatmeal      - 

7*798 

Beans     -*         - 

39446 

. 

Peafe 

3'548 

1 

Indian  Corn 

■  WJ6! 

J 

V 

0 

( 

IMPORTED. 

,.\» 
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SCOTLAND. 

♦            « •  • 
Quarters* 

Wheat         -         -       - 
D#  Flow         -'     -      - 

Barley        - 
Oats         - 
Oatmeal 
Beans  and  Peafe 

t         25,041 

5,85*0 

87,996 

24,611 

192 

IMPORTED. 

Duties  received; 

£»  1     /.      a. 


►      1,650    6     2f 


} 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the1  average  Prices  of  Corn  in  firigfarii 
and  Wales,  by  the  ilandard  Wihcheflcr  bufhel,  for  the  year  1 790. 


Wheat. 

Rye! 

1 

Barley. 

,  Oats'. 

Beans. 

x.     d.  • 

s.     d. 

/.     d. 

s.     d. 

j.     d. 

6*  ii 

4  i 

i  2 

*  ■ 

1     IP 

N.B. 


The  pried  of  the  fineft  and*  coarfeft  forts  of  grain*  generally  ex- 
ceed and  reduce  the  average  price  as1  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.    Rye.   Barley.    OatsT   Beans. 
Per  bufhel,      6d.        3d.         3d.         3d.       .  6d; 


PRICES 
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STATE  of  the  BAROMETER  and  THERMOMETER,  for 

the  Year  1790. 

N.  F.  Thehigheft  and  Ivweft  Degree  at  which  the  Barometer  and  Tber» 

mometer  flood  in  each  Month  is  Jet  downs 

Days.  Barometer.  Days.  Thermometer- 

January     J   8      "     3o— 45-  -  |  9        -        33- 

•"        '        1 29  29—26.  —  1 13  52. 


37- 
51- 


/toil        -f  3     "     3°~2S-  —  J"       - 

*Pm  i   8     -      29—18.  —  1*3       - 

"**  I12      -      30—15.  —  t2S        -        63. 


39- 

35- 
55. 


22        -        78. 

66. 
20        -        54. 


June-  -I   x  *  3o-99-  -  J   2        "        55 

*  I  9  -  29—52.  —  I 

■»   '  (,27  -  30—14.  —  1 20 

Aagutt  .{1  "  29~69'  ~"  I2'        "        7*- 

6  ( 18  -  50—11.  —  1 27        -        57. 

September -f   J  "  20-36-  -  J7 

f  1 25  -  30—37-  —  1 15 


50. 
62. 


«*••  -{IS  :  £%     z     {.I    :   % 

December  -{*     *      3?-32-  -  fu        -       50. 

(  18     -      28— 7a.  —  1*9-       28. 
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PutUc  Aas  faffed  in  tbefeventh  Sef- 
Jton  of  the  Jeventtentb  Parliament, 
of  Great  Britain. 

A  N  aft  for  indemnifying  alL 
^X  perfbns  who  have  been  con- 
cerned in  advifing  or  carrying  into 
execution  certain  orders  of  council 
refoefting  the  exportation  of  corn 
mud  grain,  and  alio  certain  orders 
ifTued  by  the  governor  general  of 
His  Majeity's  colonies  in  America. 

_  Ad  for  the  better  fupport  of  the 
dignity  of  fpeaker  of  the  houJe  of 
Commons;  and  for  disabling  the 
ipcaker  for  the  time  being  from 
Holding  any  office  or  place  of  profit* 
durjng  pleafure,  under  the  crown. 
The  America  intercourfe  aft. 
An  aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
1  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 

*lvcs  for  offices  and  employments, 


An  aft  for  continuing  fo  much  of 
*»  aft  as  relates.  tQ  the  rendering  the 
payment  of  creditors   more  equal 
*nd  expeditious  in  .North  B  ritain. 

An  aft  for  taking  off  the  duties 
°n  unwrpught  tin  exported  beyond 
*he  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Aft  to  continue  fever al  laws  re- 
lative to  the  manufacture  of  leather, 
£ec. 

Aft  to  continue  the:  encourage- 
ment ,  and  reward  of  perfons  dif- 
^overing  the  longitude,  &c. 

Aft  for  allowing  time  for  the  en- 
rollment ot  deeds  and  wills  made  by 
Papifts. 

Aft  for  relief  of  the  American 
loy*lifts  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers. 
,    Aft  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
9    £eirs  and  descendants   of  William 
**nn,ef<|.  the  original  proprietor  of 
^province  of  Pennfylvania. 
,.    Aft  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
**v.  Francis  Willis,  M.  D. 
Vol.  XXXU. 


Aft  for  amending  an  $&  27  Geo. 
III.  for  allowing  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods  in 
the  ports  of  Jamaica*  Grenada*  Do* 
minica*  New  Providence**  &c* 

Aft  to  exempt  goods  imported 
from  the  fettlement  of  Yucatan* 
from  the  duties  impofed  On  the  (ales 
of  them  by  auftion,  &c. 

Aft  for  permitting  the  importa- 
tion of  Caftiew  gum>  &c. 

Aft  for  encouraging  new  fcttlers 
in  his  majefty's  American  colonies. 

Aft  for  regulating  the'flave  trade* 

Aft  to  enable  the  governors  of 
certain  places  beyond  the  feas  to  re- 
mit the  fentence  of  tranfpprted  fe- 
lons. 

Aft  to  change  the  pttniftuhent  of 
burning  of  women. 

Aft  to  empower  justices*  &c.  to 
▼ifit  parifh  workhoufes.  .. 

Two  afts  refpefting  the  duties  04a 
low.  wines  and  ipirits  in  North  Bri- 
tain, 

Aft  to  continue  the  farming  of 
the  poil-horfe  duties. 

Aft  to  alter  an  aft  12  Geo'.' It*  to 

prevent  frauds  in  gold  and  filver 

wares,  and  to  alter  an  aft  t\  Geo. 

III.  granting  a  duty  on  gold  and  fil- 

,  ver  plate. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties  on 
wine  licences. 

Aft  for  laying  a  duty  on  the  im* 
portatiori  of  rape  feed,  &c.  and  fbr 
the  importation  of  rape  cakes  duty- 
free* 

Aft-  ier  converting  certain  an- 
nuities  by   tontine,    eftablifhed  by 
an   aft  of  lafl  feflion,  into  certakt- 
annuities  for  an  ablblute  term  of- 
years. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties,  on 
tobacco,  &c. 

Aft  to  continue  for  a  limited  time, 
the  indemnity  aft  patted  Feb.  2  j,  of 
the  prefent  feffion. 
[$]  Aft 
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.'  A€t  to  continue  the  aft  2 6  G.  III. 
for  appointing  commiflioners  to  en- 
quire into  the  ftate  of  the  crown 
lands. 

,  A 61  to  explain  an  aft  zo  Geo. 
III.  concerning  county  elections. 

Aft  to  amend  the  ad  limiting  the 
number  of  outfide  paffengers  of  ftage 
coaches,  &c. 

Aft  to  authorize  the  commlffibn- 


An  Abftracl  of  an  Aft  for  limiting  the 
Number  of  Perfons  to  be  carried  on 

■s  the  Outfide  of  Stage-Coaches y  arid 
ether  Carriages.    28  Geo.  III.  c. 

FR  O  M  the  1  ft  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1788,  if  the  driver  of  any 
coach,  or  other  fuch  carriage,  tra- 
velling for  hire,  fhall  permit  more 
.than  fix  perfons  at  one  time  to  ride 
upon  the  roof,  or  more  than  two 
perfons' to  ride  upon  the  box,  of  any 
inch  coach  or  carriage,  on  convic- 
tion, either  by  his  own  confeffion, 
the  view  of  a  Juftice,  or  by  oath  of 
a  credible  witnefs  before  a  Juftice 
of  the  place  where  the  offence  may 
be  committed,  to  forfeit  forty  (hil- 
lings for  every  perfon  riding  as  out- 
fide paflenger  above  the  number 
mentioned ;  and  if  the  offender  be 
owner  of  the  'CGach,  then  ,  four 
pounds :  and,  in  default  of  payment  * 
of  either  penalty,  the  offender  may 
be  committed  for  a  month. 

If  the  driver  of  any  coach,  &c. 
travelling  with  a  greater  number  of 
©utfide-paflengers  than  allowed,  can- 
not be  found,  or  -  fhall  not  appear 
in  confequence  of  the  Jultice's  fum- 
sions  on  fuch  complaint,  then  the 
owner  of  (ucb  coach,  &c,  i$  liable 


to  the  penalty  of  forty  (hilling*. 

If  a  Conftable  negleft  to  execute 
the* warrant  pursuant  to  this  aft*  on 
conviction  before  a  juftice,  on  his  own 
confeffion,  or  by  oath  of  a  credible 
witnefs,  to  forfeit  forty  •  (hillings, ; 
and,  if  not  forthwith  paid,  may  be 
committed  to  gaol  for  a  month; 

The  forms' of  the  proceedings  re-j 
lative  hereto  are  expreffed  in  the' 
Schedule  to  the  aft. 

*Tbe  former   A&  altered,   explained^ 

*  and  amended  \  and  for  regulating 

•  the  Condncl  of  the   Drivers    an 
Guards  of  Stage -Coaches,  or  ot 
Carriages.     30  Geo.  III.  c.  3 
1790. 

FROM  the  29th  day  of  Septe 
ber,  1796,  if  the  driver  of  an 
coach,  or  other  fuch  carriage,  dra 
by  three  or  more  horfes}  and  goi 
for  hire,  permit  more  than  one  p 
fon  oh  the  coach-box  befides  him* 
fejf,  and  four  on  the  roof;  and. 
fuch  carriage  (hall  be  drawn  by  I 
than  three  horfes,  more  than  on 
perfon  on  the  coach-box  and  thr 
perfons  on  the  roof  (except  the  d 
ver  of  a  carriage  drawn  by  lefs  thi 
three  horfes,  which  (hall  not  go 
greater  diftance  than  twcnty-fivi 
miles  from  the  Poft-Office  in  Lo 
don,  nor  carry  more  than  one  pe 
fon  on  the  coach-box  and  four  p 
fons  on  the  roof),  to  be  convey 
thereby,  he  (hall  *pay  to  the  collec 
tor  of  the  tolls,  at  ;every  turnpik 
gate  thro'  which  the  carriage* 
pafs,  five  (hillings  for  each  perfo 
above  the  limited  number :  and  " 
any  paflenger,  above  the  limite 
number,  be  fet  down,'  or  taken  upJ 
whereby  the  payment  ;of  five  Ihil* 
lings-  may  be  evaded,  the  driver,  oil 
conviction,  by  his  own  confeffion,  the 
view  of  a  Juftice,  0/  oith  of  a  ere- 

•-    '        '  Alible 
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&bje  witnefs,  to  be  committed  to 
gaol,  or  the  hoiife  of  correction,  for 
not  more  than  one  month,  and  not 
lefe  than  fourteen  days.  The  five 
{hillings /*r  head  beyond  the  limited 
number  to  be  levied  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  tolls. 

After  the  fame  day,  to  be  painted 
on  the  outftde  of  ea'ch  door  of  every 
ftage-coach  (except  mail-coaches) 
in  legible  characters',  the  proprietor's 
name,  and;  when  different  ones,  the 
name  of  that  which  (hall  live  within 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  to  be  ufed. 
If  the  coachman  fuffer  any  other 
perfon  to  drive  his  coach,  without 
confent  of  paifengers,  or  quit  the 


box  without  reafonable  occasion,  at 
by  mifcondutt  overturn  the  carri- 
age, or  endanger  the  perfon  or  pro- 
perty of  paffengers,  to  forfeit  not 
more  than  five  pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
forty  millings.  If  the  guard  to  any 
coach  fire  off  the  arms  he  is  en- 
trufted  with,  either  while  the  coach 
is  going  on  the  road,  or  in  any 
town,  otherwife  than  for  defence 
of  fuch  coach,  to  forfpit  twenty  mil- 
lings. The  penalties  by  the  former 
aft  on  peace-officers,  for  neglecting 
to  execute  warrants,  to  extend  to 
this  a£,  and  to  be  levied  and  ap- 
plied in  the  fame  manner* 


•* 


IMJ 
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SUPPLIES   granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1790. 


\ 


to  a  v  y. 

February    i.  ( 

FOR  20,000 men, including  3,860  marines, at  4 1.  £•  /.    £• 

per  man  pef  month  —  ..         —  —   1,040,000    o    cf 

March  2. 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  of 

the  marines  —  —  —     ?°3>27^  17    IX 

For  the  extraordinaries  "of  the  navy,  for  building  and 
repairing  veflels,  over  and  above  the  allowance  for 
wear  and  tear  —  —  —      490,360    o      Q 

April  27. 
For  difcharging  fo  much  of  the  navy  debt  —       200,000    o     o- 

Total  of  the  navy    —  2,433,636  17    1* 


ARMY. 

February  9. 

For  17,448  men,  including  1,620  invalids,  as  guards. 

and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain  —  —  578,562  14.     * 

For  forces  and  garrifons  'in  the  plantations  and  Gib- 
raltar —  .    "— .  n-  I —  3!7>$49  l&     ° 

For  making  good  the  deficiency  in  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Britifh  and  Irifh  eftablifhment  for  1789-  8,245  10     lt 

For  advance  of  pay  to  the  forces  in  theEait  Indies  —      ti^.35  12-    l0i 

For  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  fuperawnerary  officers 

for  1790  —  —  —      10,808     7      lt 

For  the  pay  of  general  and  general  ftaff-officers  in 

Great  Britain  —  —  —       6,409     &     ° 

For  allowances  to  thepaymafter  general,  feoretary  at 

war,  &c.x  —  —  — *     63,276     5      • 

For  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines      -    162,797  1 5     4 

For  the  reduced  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the 

troop  aof  horfe  and  grenadier  guards        —         —  202     I      " 

For  the  officers  late  ia  the  Dutch  fcrvicc      —      — t      3,392  14.     * 
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For  the  reduced  officers  of  Britiih  American  forces  —  55*092  IO  ° 

For  allowances  to  feveral  of  the  fame        —          —  4»£07  1Q  o 

March  29. 
For  pay  of  a  corps  of  foot  to  ferve  in  New  South 

Wales                —                —            — '             —  3,411  14  4^ 

For  officers  widows,  and  expences  attending  the  fame  9*991  9  y 

For  the  Heffian  fubndy            -*-             — -         '    —  36,093  15  9 

For  the  Chelfea  penfioners          — -           _.   —  180,938  19  6 

For  the  army  extraordinaries  for  1789        —        —  356,45812  4 


■* 


• 

Total  of  the  army    —  1,809*574  19    5} 

ii     !■!■  — — — ^— — —n 

ORDNANCE. 

•  *  ■ 

February  9. 
tbr  the  charges  of  the  office  of  ordnance  ior  the  land 

fervicc  for  1790        —  — i        —  — ~      418,207     4     3 

For  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1788  —         139869    o    6 

for  fea  fervice,  ditto  —  —  — •        23,795  16    7 


Total  of  ordnance       —      455*872  14    6 


MISCELLANEOUS    SERVICES. 

March  29, 
For  Scotch  roads  and  bridges        —        —     r    —   '      4,859     1     $ 

February,  2. 
To  pay  off  the  exchequer  bills  of  the  laft  fefllons     '—  5,500,000    o    9 
To  the  commiffioners  of  American  claims  —  3**62     5     £, 

For  American  fufierers  —      —  -*•        35*185  15     6 

To  difchafge  bifls  drawn  by  the  governors  of  Nova 

Scotia,  the  Bahama  Manas,  and  New  Brunfwick  — ,  .     1,632    6    3J 
Provifions  &c.  fent  to  New  South  Wales        —    —       49,479  17    o 
.For  American  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers  —     23  $,379    9     2^x 

For  money  iffued  in .  purfuance  of  addrefTes  —        48,424  1 5     3' 

For  the  convi&s  at  Plymouth  and  on  the  Thames—        41,1 17     3     O 
To  the   clerk   to  the   commiuloners   of  fees  and 

offices  -*-•  —  —•  ^  j5j     3     0 

To  the  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  for  regulating 

the  (hipping  of  Slaves  —  —  — .  500    0    o 

Expences  of  carrying  into  execution  the  acl  lor  en- 
quiring into  the  emoluments  of  officers-  of  the 

CUflomS  —  —  -7  «v-  IiOOO      o     o 

Extra  expences  of  the  mint  for  1788       —        -^        30,520  17    1 
.'-  .1    '  1$  3)  For 
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For  printing  reports  concerning  the  African  trade  - 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  commiflioners  of*  the  Eait  Flo- 
rida claims  .-____ 
To  ditto  of  American  loyalifts  '—  — 
Civil  eftabliffunent  of  Nova  Scotia  —  — 
TB*  like  of  New  Brunfwick  —  -— 
The  like  of  St.  John's  Ifland  "'  —  *- 
The  like  of  Cape  Breton  —  ..  — r  •  rr: 
fhe  like  of  Newfoundland  —  — 
The  like  of  the  Bahama  Ifland?  —  — . 
Tfce  like  of  New  South  Walei  -r-  — 
-fTo  the  chief  juftice  of  Dominica  •—  — 
.  To  ditto  of  the  Bermuda  lflands  —  — 
For  the  African  forts  —  -—  — 
Jpr  profecution  of  Warren  Haftings,  efq.  — 


Total  of  mifcellaneous  fervices    —    6,000,598  17     5% 


DEFICIENCIES. 

April  15. 
Deficiency  of  laft  year's  grants  4-  — 

May   11. 
Vote  pY  credit  for  the  Spanifh  armament  — 


231,517  ?2 
1,000,000    0 


Recapitulation  of  the  Suf flies* 

\  ■ 

Navy        "   rr  —       -    —    •  •  — 

Ordnance      .      '\   —                —     /'  — 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  —            — ~  .  — . 

Deficiencies            —  -—       :.    —  ■  ^« 

Vote  of  credit              —               — ".     ,  ._ 


2,432,636  17  1 
1*809,574.  19 

455,872  14 

6,000,598  17 

231,517  12 

1,000,000  O 


Total  of  fupplics  for  j  790    —     11,931,201.  1 


mm 


.':   ...J.       — • 


Wi 


AP^P-E  N  D.1X  to  the  G  H  R  O N  l£P  E.. [279 


ATS  and  ME  AN $~  for-> rat/trig  ft  be.  above  Supplies,   granted  to  bis 

.  Majefty. for  .ibe  Tear  1799. 


February  4. 

hmd-tax/at^s.  hrthe  pound  *  -— 

malt  duty  —  — 


£ .        j.    d. 

2,000,000      OO 

—        750,000    o    o 


■»»••••--  ...             ... 

ARCH    25.  ■    '     '    * 

annuities  for  i8|  years,  from  Apiil  5,  1^89  — .       187,000    o    o 
)fit  on  50,000  lottery  tickets,  at  15  1.  16  s*  \\  <L  -         290,9^7   10    o 

chequer  bills          —        — .     ^— .  —   «  5,500,000  ~0     o 

rplus  of  confolidated  fund          —        —  —     2,300,606*'  -o    o 

rther  furplus                —                —  *"•".-,.     621,151     I     3^ 

reign  fecret  fervice  money  repaid          — *  ,  — ..  .      .34*99°    p,   o 

May  11.    .. , 

chequer  bills     '        — .  .■         — -  -— 


Total  ways  and  means 
Total  fupplies 


—      1,000,000.  6"  o 

•—  12,496,088  tl  3| 

—  II,93I,2Q1  I  5| 

'        ■  II       ■  ■ 


Excels  of  ways  and  means     —  £.    568,887    9<io| 


1   / 


v»  ■ 


•  4 


»" 


IU1 


.  V 


An 


*8o]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,   1790. 

An  Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  Ctjstoms,Excise, 
Stam^i,  and  Incidents,  between  ^he  5th  day  of  April,  1788,  to 
the  5  th  day  of  April,  1789;  and  between  the  5  th  day  of  April,  1789, 
to  the  jrJi  day  of  April,  1790. 


fin  pii^i  um 


~T 


mr^m~*** 


Custom* 

Stamps        •*       *■■       •»'      — 

Ik  ei  dints. 

Confolidited  letter  money,  1787  «* 

fait        -^  *<*  •»- 

leisures  fince  25th  October,  176a  •— 

Proffers,  D* 


Fines  of  leafes,  D*            «-*  — 

Lctpcr  money  4  D°         r»  .       *-»  *— 

Alum  mines,  D°                 -*■  *■- 

Compofitions,Dd        •—•            -—  — 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  D*        —  -*• 

Alienation  duty,  D°             —  «— 

fUnt  of  a  Ught-houfe,  D*        -»  — 

|Vi  per  lib.  on  penfions,  24th  June,  1721 
x*.  de^u&ion  on  falaries,  &c.  5th  April, 

x75«            *-             -»  -7 

Houfes  and  Windows,  1766      —  •«- 

Inhabited  houfes,  1779           -*  ■*- 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  24th  June,  17 10  - 

Pitto,  1785             *■*             *~  *■» 

Hackney  coaches  and  chairs,    ift  Aug. 

I7U                   «r                   «»  -9T 

T>itto,  1784            -«            *-»  —• 

Male fervants,  -*•  1785         «-  «- 

ycmaleD*        ,—    D»              -*  — 

4<iwheel   carriages,  D°          •-!-  «-» 

{ipwheciP0      •-     D»              ^,  ^ 

Waggon?,        — •     D*        —  -~ 
Ca.ts,              w     D°            «***>- 

Horfes,            -*"    OO         —  «=- 

Shops,              r^     D9              -»  -, 

Firft  frujtt  of  the  Clergy         •—  ~* 

Tenth*            *-?            «•         -»  — • 

Men  Servant?,  1777              »  w 

Jfoujfs  and  Windows,  1726         •—  -- 

Total  of  Incidents.  «•* 


Total  of  Cuftoms,  ExcJfe, 
Stamps,  and  Incidents  - 


i 


Exchequer* 


^711,126    3   9 

6,068,295    8    2 
1,^44,109  ri     3 


1 56,000    ©    o 
3  50,268  15     1 
20,421    9  ]o4 

533  15   n 


•"*>*»■ 


156,000  • 

0 

q6o  0 

0 

1   13 

4 

1,891  n 

7t 

3,091  12. 

9 

6  13 

4 

45»585  ° 

0 

51,285  15 

7* 

381,234  10 

10 

128,809  p 

H 

2,220  0 

O 

11,100  4 

4 

14,052  4 

4 

91,876  13 

It 

3**431  4 

6l 

126,965  8 

nl 

27,644  13 

°i 

19,420  17 

9i 

H>5r3  * 

XIi 

99,985  17 

7I 

50»?9«;  ,6 

"* 

4,380  16 

11 

19,786  2 

9* 

6  0 

0 

— '     ■"■' 

1,808,675  7 

si 

12,832,206  10 

7* 

1790. 


£•       *•   </• 

3.777,15*     1     7$ 
6»707>5S5  i*-  9 
*>*59>i*4    3  iq 


156,000    o  o 

397.104  15  3! 

19*828  12  x 

«4*    1  3 

201,000    o  o 

960    o  o 

500 

2,P2j      2  Q 

5  13  4 

44*700    •  o 

35.357  17  10 

4*9**57    8  il 

»55»°i$    6  3£ 

3*536  11  5 


22,200 
14,000 
99,803 
36,881 
148,692 

33*934 

*»>53° 

H.3PS 

109,287 

52>9*9 
3»937 
91667 


**9     I  10 


0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

r 

17 

«* 

0 

Si 

18 

3 

*7 

34 

10 

II 

8 

if 

11 

IQ 

5 

P 

H 

1 

2,001,592  14^    o^ 


1 3*745*4*4  16    3§ 


BQPBRT   JENNINGS. 

STATU 


t  *«-  ] 


S  TAT  E     P  A  P  E  R& 


His  Majeflfs  moft  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Hsufes  of  Parliament,  on 
the  opening  of  tbefeventh  Stfjiw  of 
the  fixteenth  Parliament,  January 

Zlft>  1790- 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

S1NC&  I  laftinet  you  in  par- 
liament, the  continuance  of  the 
war  on  the  continent,  and  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  different  parts  of 
Europe,  have  been  productive  *  of 
events  which  have  engaged  my  moft 
fcrious  attention. 

While  I  fee,  with  a  juft  concern, 
Ae  interruption  of  the  tranquillity 
°f  other  countries,  I  have  at  the 
&tne  time  great  fatisfa&ion  in  being 
able  $0  acquaint  you,  that  I  receive 
continued  afturances   of  the  good 
4ifpofition  of  .all  foreign  powers  to- 
wards thefe  kingdoms  j  and  I  am 
perfuaded  that  you  will  entertain 
with  me  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe 
*f  the  favour  of  Providence  in  con- 
tinuing to  my  fubjedls  the  increaf- 
iug  advantages  of  peace,  and  the 
Uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe 
invaluable  bleffings  which  they  have 
fo  long  derived  from  our*  excellent 
tonftitation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hpufe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  given  directions  that  the 
eftimates  for  the  prefent  year  fhould 
fe$  bid  before  you;  and  I  rely  on 


your  readinefs  to  grant  fuch  fuppiGeg 
as  the  drcumftances  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  may 
be  found  to  require. 

My  Lorcbi  and  Gentlemen, 
The   regulations  prefcribed   by 
the  aft  of  the  laft  ftffion  of  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  corn  trace,  not 
having  been  4uly  carried  into  ef- 
fett  in  feveral  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, there  appeared  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  fuch  an  exportation 
of  corn  might  take  place,  and  fuck 
difficulties  occur  in  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  as  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  moft  ferious  in- 
convenience to  my  fubje&s.    Un- 
der thefe  drcumftances,  it  appeared 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  take. im- 
mediate meafures  for    preventing 
the  exportation  and  facilitating  the 
importation  of  certain  forts  of  corn; 
and  I  therefore,  by  the  advice  of 
my  privy  council,  iflued  an  order 
for  that  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which 
I  have  directed  -to  be  laid  before 
you, 

I  have  only  further  to  defire, 
that  you  will  continue  to  apply 
yourfelves  to  thofe  objects  which 
may  require  your  attention,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  appeared*  in  all 
your  proceedings,  and  of  which  the 
effedls  have  been  fo  happily  mani- 
fefted  in  the  increafe  of  the  public 

revenue. 


*8o]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,   179©. 

An  Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  Customs,Excise, 
Stam*«,  and  Incidents,  between  *he  5th  day  of  April,  1788,  to 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1789;  and  between  the  5th  day  of  April,  1789, 
to  the  jfJi  day  of  April,  1790. 


« 


Customs 
Stamps        •* 


It*  ei  DENTS. 


Confolidated  letter  money,  1787 

fait        -p 
Seizures  fince  25th  October,  176a 


Proffers,  T>* 

Fines  of  leafes,  D*            ^»  — 

Letter  money,  D°        r*  .       •-«  *— 

Alum  mines,  D°                 -*-  "*" 

Compofitions,D°        — ■»            «—•  — 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  D*        —  — " 

Alienation  duty,  D°             —  *— 

fcent  of  a  light-houfe,  D«        -*  — 

fcW.  per  Jib.  on  penfions,  24th  June,  1721 
x  s.  deiu&ion  on  falaries,  &c  5th  April, 

i7s$            «,             -»  -7 

Houfes  and  Winddws,  1766       —  •*- 

Inhabited  houfes,  1779          — *  v 
frawkers  and  Pedlars,  24th  June,  17 10  - 

pitto,  1785             «-?             *-  «■■ 

Hackney  coaches  and  chairs,    ift  Aug. 

1711  «• 

Ditto,  1784  -*» 

Male  fervants,  -*•  1785 
female  D»       is-    D* 
4<>wheel  carriages,  D° 
awheel  P»      »~     D» 

•Waggon?,        —      DQ   .      »—  -^ 

Ca.ts,              w     Do            «w  %- 

Horfes,            -*'    DO         —  *- 

Shops,     -        «*.     D9             -»  ** 

Firft  fru|t»  of  the  Clergy        •>—  — , 

tenths,            *—            «•         -*  -^ 

Men  Servants,  1777             w  -r?- 

Jfou&s  and  Windows,  17*6        *-  -- 

Total  of  Jncidcnts.  «-* 

Total  of  Cuftoms,  Excife,  7 
Sumps,  and  incidents  .  J 


Exchequer, 
MtiTfff  A^cil|?7|4 


3*711,126     3    9 
6,068,295    8    2 

»s*H»J°9  "     3 


1 56,000    o    o 
350,268  1$    I 
20,421     9 


io4 


533  '5    7t 


156,000    • 

0 

060    0 

0 

7  13 

4 

1,891  it 

7* 
7t 

3^°91    ?"* 

0 

6  13 

4 

45»585    ° 

0 

51,285  15 

7* 

38^,234  10 

10 

128,809    p 

«i 

2,220    0 

0 

11,100    4 

4 

-14,052    4 

4 

9^876  13 

3i 

3Yi43«    4 

6| 

126,965    8 

Xl| 

27,644  1 3 

°f 

19,420  17 

9{ 

M>5f3     8 

»i 

99,985  17 

7i 

5«>»?95  j6 

"i 

4,380  16 

11 

10,786    a 

9* 

6    0 

O 

_           — 

1,808,675    7 

Si 

12,832,206  10 

7* 

1790. 

3»777»i5*     1     7$ 
6»7<>7»555  it>    9 
W9>i*4    3  JO) 


156*000    o  o 

397>io4  15  31 
?  9*828  12     1 

M     1  J 

201,000    o  o 

960    o  o 

$    o  q 

2,02j      2  Q 

*  J3  4 

44»7"°    •  o 

35>357  17  10 

4*9>*57    8  il 

'55»°*!5    6  3i 

3>53o  11  $ 


1 2,200 
14,000 
99,893 
36,881 
148,692 

33»934 

»a>53o 

1  l»3PS 
109,287 

52>9*9 
3»937 
9,667 


0  q 

0  o 

1  r 

x7  ©J 

S  ** 

18  3 

*7    3i 

10  11 

8    3f 

II    IQ 

5    P 


**9     1  10 


2,001,592  14:    o^ 


I3»745»4*4  16    3{ 


1QPBKT   JENJUNQS. 

6  T  A  T  X 


I  «•»  1 


S  TAT  E     P  A  P  E  R  & 


His  Majeftfs  mofi  grdcipus  Speech 
to  both  Heufes  of  Parliament,  on 
the  opening  of  tbe'feventb  Sfffiin  of 
the  fixteentb  Parliament,  January 

z\ft%  1790- 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

SINCB  I  laftmet  you  in  par- 
liament, the  continuance  of  the 
war  on  the  continent,  and  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  different  parts  of 
Europe,  have  been  productive  *  of 
events  which  have  engaged  my  moft 
ferious  attention. 

While  I  fee,  with  a  juft  concern, 
the  interruption  of  the  tranquillity 
of  other  countries,  I  have  at  the 
fame  time  great  fatisfaction  in  being 
able  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  receive 
continued  aflurances  of  the  good 
difpofition  of  .all  foreign  powers  to- 
wards thefe  kingdoms;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  that  you  will' entertain 
with  me  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe 
ef  the  favour  of  Providence  in  con- 
tinuing to  my  fubjects  the  increaf- 
jng  advantages  of  peace,  and  the 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe 
invaluable  bleffings  which  they  have 
fo  long  derived  from  our*  excellent 
confutation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  rfyufe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  given  directions  that  the 
cftimates  for  the  prefent  year  mould 
fce  laid  before  you;  and  I  rely  ©n 


your  readinefs  to  grant  fuch  fuppjie* 
as  the  circumitances  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  may 
be  found  to  require. 

My  Lordfc  and  Gentlemen, 
The  regulations  preJcribed  by 
the  aft  of  the  laft  JeftOn  of  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  com  traae,  not 
having  been  ioly  carried  into  ef- 
fect in  feveral  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, there  appeared  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  fuch  an  exportation 
of  corn  might  take  place,  and  fuck 
difficulties  occur  in  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  as  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  moft  ferious  in- 
convenience to  my  fubjects.  Un. 
der  thefe  circumitances,  it  appeared 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  take. im- 
mediate meafures  for  preventing 
the  exportation  and  facilitating  the 
importation  of  certain  forts  of  corn; 
and  I  therefore,  by  the  advice  of 
my  privy  council,  iflued  an  order 
for  that  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which 
I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 
you, 

I  have  only  further  to  defire, 
that  you  will  continue  to  apply 
yourfelves  to  thofe  objects  whicn 
may  require  your  attention,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  appeared*  in  all 
your  proceedings,  and  of  which  the 
effects  have  been  fo  happily  mani- 
fefted  in  the  increaie  of  the  public, 

revenue* 


*8o]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,   179a. 

Aa  Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  Ctjstoms,Excise» 
Stamps,  and  Incidents,  between -the  5th  day  of  April*  178$,  to 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1789 ;  and  between  the  5th  day  of  April,  1789, 
to  the  jth  day  of  April,  J790. 


I1  1  i"  *  ^rwm^p 


Custom* 

Excite 

Staffs 


*mm~mp**m 


•+~m***& 


Ih»idkmts, 

Confolidated  letter  money,  1787 

fait 

Seizures  fince  25th  October,  1 76a         *~ 
Proffers,  D*  •«*  ***  •*- 

Fines  of  leafes,  D*  *-*  — 

Letter  money*  D°        f»  ,     '«        *— 
Alum  mines,  D°  -**  "■" 

Comoofitions,D*        — »  *■-        «— 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  D»        —  -* 

Alienation  duty,  D°  —  *- 

flent  of  a  licht-houfe,  D*        *m         — 
tVi  per  Jib-  on  penfions,  44th  June,  1721 
I  *.  de^u^ion  on  falaries,  &c  5th  April, 
175$  iw  -w  -7 

Houfes  and  Windows,  1766      —         *- 
Inhabited  houfes,  1779  — *  ■*- 

fcawkers  and  Pedlars,  24th  June,  17 10  - 
pitto,  1785  trw  »-  *-* 

Hackney  coaches  and  chairs,    ift  Aug. 

1711  •» 

Ditto,  1784  -«  ' 

Malefenrants,  -s-  1785 

female  D«  *-  D« 
44wheel  carriages,  D° 
ftrwhecl  po 

"Waggon?, 

Caits,  • 

Harfes, 

Shops, 

Firftfmit*  of  the  Cl^gy 

Tenths  Tm  *m 

Men  Servants,  1777 
jioujes  and  Widows,  1726 


Total  of  Incident? 


Do 
DO 
Do 
DO 
Do 


Total  of  Cuftoms,  Excite,  ? 
Stamps,  a&d  lneidfj^s  *  J 


3^711,1*6    3    9# 
6,068,295    8    2 
1,-244,109  ri     3 


156,000    e 

350,268  15 

20,421    9 

533  *5 

156,000    • 
060    0 

7  '3 
1,891  11 

3.091  1% 
6  13 

45*5*5    ° 

51,2^5  15 

383,234  10 

128,809    p 

2,220    o 


11, 100    4 

.14,052    4 
91,876  13 

3t,43»    4 
126)965    8 

*7i&44  J3 
i9>4*o  17 

1 1,5 r 3     8 

99,985  17 

50**95  16 
4,380  16 

19,786    a 

7     6    o 


o 


o 
o 

4 

p 

4 
o 

7* 
10 

«1 
o 


4 

4 

li;; 

os: 

9 
»*:: 

7: 

II 

94 


«^^««i 


•fl^^ 


1,808,675    7    5j 
12,832,206  10    7} 


1 .  .'. 


wt- 


1790. 


;£•       *• 

d. 

3*777*15*    1 

1\ 

6»707>S55  ** 

9 

1,259,124    3 

IQ 

156,000    0 

0 

397,104  15 

3{ 

!9>s28  iz 

1 

648    z 

% 

201,000    0 

O 

960    0 

O 

5   0 

O 

2,021    2 

6  13 

Q 

4 

44»7°o    • 

0 

35*357  17 

10 

4*9**57    8 

i 

155,015    6 

3»536  11 

5 

12,200    9 

P 

14,000    0 

0 

99»893     1 

f 

36,881  17 

<* 

148,692    0 

Si 

33*934  18 

3 

**>53°  17 

3i 

1**305  10 

11 

109,287    8 

it 

52>9*9  11 

IQ 

3>937    5 

P 

9,667  14 

* 

229     1 

IQ 

2,001,592  14^ 

°* 

1 3*745*4*4  16* 

3i 

lxcHaq,ntr» 
J*lfr°f  April,  17  $<* 


&O0ERT   JENNINGS. 

8TAT8 


t  *11  1 


S  TAT  E     P  A  P  E  R  & 


His  Majeftys  mofi  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Hsufes  of  Parliament,  on 
the  opening  of  tbefeventb  Seffiw  of 
the  fixteentk  Parliament,  January 

ziftt  1790- 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 

SINCE  I  laftmet  you  in  par- 
liament the  continuance  of  the 
war  on  the  continent,  and  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  different  parts  of 
Europe,  have  been  productive*  of 
events  which  have  engaged  my  mod 
ferious  attention. 

While  I  fee,  with  a  juft  concern, 
the  interruption  of  the  tranquillity 
of  other  countries,  I  have  at  the 
fame  time  great  fatisfaction  in  being 
able  {o  acquaint  you,  that  I  receive 
continued  aifurances  of  the  good 
difpofition  of  ,all  foreign  powers  to- 
wards thefe  kingdoms;  and  I  am 
pcrfuaded  that  you  will  entertain 
with  me  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe 
ef  the  favour  of  Providence  in  con- 
tinuing to  my  fubjects  the  increas- 
ing advantages  of  peace,  and  the 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe 
invaluable  bleffings  which  they  have 
fo  long  derived  from  our*  excellent 
confutation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Heufe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  given  directions  that  the 
eftimates  for  the  prefent  year  mould 
fee  laid  before  you;  and  I  rely  on 


your  readinefs  to  grant  fuch  fuppjiet 
as  the  drcumftances  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  may 
be  found  to  require. 

My  Lord*,  and  Gentlemen, 
The  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  the  laft  ftffon  of  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  corn  traae,  not 
having  been  4uly  carried  into  ef- 
fect in  feveral  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, there  appeared  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  fuch  an  exportation 
of  corn  might  take  place,  and  fuck 
difficulties  occur  in  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  as  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  moil  ferious  in- 
convenience to  my  fubjects.  Un- 
der thefe  circumfbtnees,  it  appeared 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  take. im- 
mediate meafures  for  preventing 
the  exportation  and  facilitating  the 
importation  of  certain  forts  of  corn; 
and  I  therefore,  by  the  advice  of 
my  privy  council,  iiTued  an  order 
for  tliat  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which 
I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 
you, 

I  have  only  further  to  deiire, 
that  you  will  continue  to  apply 
yourfelves  to  thofe  objects  which 
may  require  your  attention,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  appeared*  in  all 
your  proceedings,  and  of  which  the 
effects  have  been  fo  happily  mani- 
felted  in  the  uicreaie  of  the  public, 

revenue. 
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revenue,  the  extenfion  of  the  com-  to  make  to  us  of  the  reafons  which 

merce    and    manufactures    of  the  induced  your  majefty  to  take  fuch 

country,  and  the  general  profperity  immediate   meafures    as    appeared 

of  my  people.  '  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  prevent- 
ing the  exportatipn  and  facilitating 

-. — : the  importation  of  corn;  and  for 

f ,     A                 .         .    .  y°ur  majefty's  gracious  condefcen- 

The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  right  ho-  j]on,  in  directing  to  be  laid  before 

nourable  the   Lords  Spiritual  and  this    Jioufe   a  copy  of  the   order, 

Temporal,  in  Parliament  afembled,  which  your  majefty,  by  the  advice 

Friday,  zzd  January,  1 790.  of  your  privy  council,  thought  pro- 


*  / 


_  „  „         ■       r.         •  per  to  iffue  for  that  purpdTe. 

Moft  gracious  Sovere.gr,,  pennit         f     <£  ^ 

T7  E,  your  majeflvs  moft  do-  majeft     0(Jr  humb,e  acfenowle$ 

/V    tiful  and  loyal  fubjeas,  the  ments  for  ^         ;<)us  a        ^ 

lords    fpmtual  and    temporal,   in  which           ma-  &     b  ."j^,  ^ 


w 


parliament,  beg  leave  to  return  your  dedare  of  0Uf  former  ^^     ^ 

majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  t0    ive       ur  ^-^     ^  ft m 

molt    gracious    fpeech    from    the  durances,  that,  mimated  ty^e 

**S?e#         r    rvi       r  ^     •         .  ftme   zeal    for   the  Pubi;c   Service 

We  are  fenfible  of  the  import-  which   has    hitherto  direfted 


our 


*nce  of  the  events  produced  by  the  prDCeedings,and  gratefully  acknow- 

continuance  of  the  war  on  the  con-  led  j      the  hap  befs  an£  fecnri 

linent,  and  the  internal  fituation  of  which  we   cxperience  under         7 

different  parts  of   Europe,  which  majeft  >s    au^icious    government, 

have  naturally  attracted  your  ma-  we  ^m  dilig£ntlv  confinue  t0  a 

jelly's  moft  fenons  attention.  }    ourfelves  to  thofe  objects  which 

We  beg  leave  to  afiure  your  ma-  •                5re  our  attention>  and 

jefty,  that,  while  we  fee  with  a  juft  heA  contribute  t0  the  maintenance 

concern  the  interruption  of  the  tran-  of  the      bHc  revenue>  the  extenfion 

nuUlity  of  othri  countries,  we  feel  of  the  commerce  and  manufactures 

th/  trueft  fatisfadion  from  the  af-  of  the   country>  an4    the           ^ 

>rances   your    majefty   has    been  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms? 

gracioufly  pleaied  to  give  us  of  the  '                      ° 
•good  difpofiiion  manifefted  by  all 

Jbreign  powers  towards  thefe  king-  To  this  Pis  Majefty  returned  fhe^fpU 

jdoms  ;  and  that  we  enter  am,  with  lowing  moft  gracious  Anfwer* 

your  majefty*  a  deep  and  grateful  , 

fenfeof  tiAe  favour  of  Providence,  My  Lords,          -                      , 

in  continuing  to.  thefe   kingdoms  I  receive  with  great  pleafure  your 

the  increafwg  advantages  of  peace,  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs. 

an.d  tjie  uninterrupted  enj'oyment  of  The  firft  objeel  of  my  wifhes  be- 

jhofe    invaluable     bleihngs    which  ing  the  profperity  of  my  people,  I 

your  majefty 's  moft  faithful  fubj efts  cannot  but  .exprefs  my  fatisfaction 

have  fo  long  derived  from  our  ex-  at  receiving  fuch  ftrong  afTurances 

f  ellent  conftitution.  of  your  difpofition  to  apply  your 

We  return  your  majefty  our  du-  attention  to  thofe  important  objects 

pfal  thanks  for  the  communication  which  I  have  recommended  to  your 

^vhich  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  cqnfideratioj*. 
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*fhe  humbly  Addrefs  of  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
h  a]femhled>  zzd  January  17^0. 

■  ■ 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty's  moil  duti- 


of  the  order,  iflued  by  your  majefty, 
by  the  advice  of  your  privy  council, 
to  be  laid  before  us. 

We  aflureryour  majtfty,  that  we 
(hall  uniformly  continue  to  apply 

WE,  your  majefty's  moft  duti-  ourfelyes,  with  .  unremitting  affi- 
fuf  and  lqyal  fubj eels,  the  duity  and  zeal,  to  thofe  object 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  par-  of  public  concern  which  may  re- 
lizment  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  quire  our  attention;  and  (hall  be. 
return  your    majefty   our  humble    at    all    times,  defirous    of  adoptT 


thanks  fpr  ypyr  moft  gracious  fpeech 
from  the -throne. 

While  we  participate  in  the  juft 
concern,,  with  which  your  majefty 


ing  every  proper  meafure  for  main- 
taining the  public  revenue,  and  en- 
couraging the  commence  and  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country,  as  being 


obferves    the  interruption    of  the  eflentially  connected  with  the  ge- 

franquillity  of  other  countries,  we  neral  profperity  of  your  majefty's, 

feel,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greateft  dominions. 

jfatisfaction  in  being  informed  that 

your  majefty  continues  \o  receive  To  this  His  Majefty  return^  the  foU 

affurances  pf  the  friendly  difpofition  lowing  moft  gracious  Anfwer. 

of  foreign  powers :  and  we  enterr 


tain  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  favour  of  Providence  towards 
Jhefe  kingdoms,  in  continuing'  to 


Gentlemen, 
I  thank  you  for  your  very  loyal 
and  dutiful  addrefs.  It  is  with  great 


us    the    increafing    advantages    of   fatisfaction   that  I  receive  the  re- 
peace*  and  the  uninterrupted  enjoy-    pea  ted  expreffions   of  your  afFec 


tionate  attachment,  and  the  aftur- 
ances  of  your  continued  attention 
to  thofe  objects  which  are  connefted 
with  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  my  people. 


ment  of  thofe  invaluable  bleffings 
which  we  have  fo  long  derived  from 
pur  excellent  conftitution,  and  which 
we  fp  happily  experience  under 
your  majefty's  mild  and  aufpicious 
government.^ 

Your  majefty  may  be  aflured  tj^at 
we  (hall  proceed  with  cheerfulnefs 

to  make  fuch  provision  as  may  ap-    His  Majefty's  Speech  to  both  Houfes 
pear  to  be  requifite  for  the  feveral     •       -  -     -  --' 

branches  of  the  public  fervice'.* 

We  are  duly  feniible  of  your  ma- 
jefty's paternal  regard  for  the  wel- 
.  fare  of  your  people,  which  has  been 
manifefted  in  your  anxiety  to  preT 


of  Parliament,  at  the  Cloft  of  the 
/event h  Seftion,  Tjfur/day,  loth, 
June,  1790. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  neceflary  public  buiinefs 
being  now  concluded,  I  think 
corn,  and  to  facilitate  the  impor-  it  right  to  put  an  end  to  this  feftion 
tation  under  the  circumftances 
.which  your  majefty  has  been  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  communicate  to 
us ;  andvwe  defire  humbly  to  return 
pur  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for  hav- 
ing £>een  pleafed  to  direct  a  copy 


pf  parliament. 

I  have  not  hitherto  received  the 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  the 
reprefentation.which  I  haye  directed 
to  be  made  at  that  court,  in  fupport 
of  the  dignity  of  my  crown,  and  of 

the 
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the  interefts  of  my  people.  I  con- 
tinue to  entertain  the  ftrongeft  d$- 
fire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
on  juft  and  honourable  grounds; 
but,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  I  feel  it  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflary  to  proceed  with  expedition 
and  vigour  in  thofe  preparations, 
the  objedb  of  which  have  already  re- 
ceived your  unanimous  concurrence. 
The  aflurances  and  conduct  of 
my  allies,  on  this  in  te  retting  occa- 
£on,  have  manifefted,  in  the  moft 
fatisfaftory  manner,  their  determi- 
nation to  fulfil  the  engagements  of 
the  exifting  treaties;  and  I  trull, 
that  our  mutual  good  under  Handing 
and  concert  will  be  productive  of 
the  happreft  cffe&s  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture  of  affairs  in  Europe. 

Gentlemen    of   the    Houfe    of 
Commons, 

I  return  you  my  particular  thanks 
for  the,  readinefs  with  which  you 
granted  the  fupplies  for  the  current 
iervice,  and  for  your  unanimity  and 
difpatch  in  enabling  me  to  take  thofe 
meafures  which  the  prefent  criiis 
has  rendered  neceffiry. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

As  I  think  it  may  be  of  material 
convenience  that  the  election  of  a 
new  parliament  fbould  take  place 
without  delay,  it  is  my  intention 
forthwith  to  give  directions  for  dif- 
-folving  the  prefent,  and  for  calling 
a  new  parliament.  But,  in  fignify- 
ing  to  you  this  intention,  I  cannot 
omit  to  ajfure  you  of  the  deep  and 
grateful  fenfe  which  I  muft  ever 
entertain  of  that  affe&ionate  and 
unihaken  loyalty,  that  uniform  and 
zealons  regard  for  the  true  princi- 
ples of  our  invaluable  conftitution, 
and  that  unremitting  attention  to 
the  happinefi  and  profperity  of  my 
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people,  which  have  invariably  d5i» 
reded  all  your  proceedings. 

The  rapid  increafe  of -our  manu-, 
failures,  commerce,  and  navigation* 
the  additional  protection  and  (ecu-  * 
rity  afforded  to  the  diflant  poffef-  . 
fions  of  the  empire,  the.  provifioni 
for  the  good  government  of  ladia, 
the  improvement  of  the  public  re-^ 
venue,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
permanent  fyftem  for  the  gradual 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  have 
furnifhed  the  beft  proofs  of  your 
refolution  in  encountering  the  dif. 
Acuities  with  which  you  had  to  con- 
tend, and  of  your   fteadinefs  and; 
perfeverance  in  thbfe  meafures  which 
were  be{jfc  adapted  to  promote  the 
effential  and  lading  interefts  of  my 
dominions. 

The  loyalty  and  public  fpirit, 
the  indufhy  and  enterprize  of  my 
fubje&s,  have  feconded  your  exer- 
tions. On  their  fenfe  of -the  ad- 
vantages which  they  at  prefent  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  on  their  uni- 
form and  affectionate  attachment  to 
my  perfon  and  government,  I  rely 
for  a  continuance  of  that  harmony 
and  confidence,  the  happy  effe&s 
of  which  have  fo  manifestly  appear- 
ed during  the  prefent  parliament, 
and  which  mull  at  all  times  afford 
the  fureft  means  of  meeting  the 
exigencies  of  war,  or  of  cultivating 
with  incrcafing  benefit  the  Met 
fings  of  peace,    / 

Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  tf 
Commons,  on  presenting  certain  bills 
to  bis  Majefly,  June  IO,  1 7  90. 

SIRE, 

YOUR  faithful  commons  have 
completed  the  fupplies  requi- 
site for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year;  they  have  manifefted  their 

-loyalty 


STATE    PAPERS. 


1**1 


loyalty  and  their  attachment  to  your 
majefty's  perfon  and  government, 
by  their  uniform  attention  and  di- 
ligent exertions  in  the  patting  of 
fach  bills  as  were  moft  likely  to 
conduce  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  your  majefty's  crown,  and  they 
have  endeavoured,  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, Ihewn  the  fpirit  of  a  great, 
a  loyal,  and  a  free  people. 

Your  majefty's  commons  cannot 
but  contemplate,  with  peculiar  fa- 
tisfaftioft,  die  growing  produce  of 
the  revenue,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
oar  manufactures,  and  the  general 
increafe  of  commerce  and  trade; 
circumftances    affording   the    moft 
flattering  proofs  of  the  profperous 
ifete  of  the  country,  in  which  they 
Jiave  no  doubt  of  your  majefty  par- 
ticipating with  them,  and  in  the 
fatisfaftion  afforded    by  the  con- 
templation of  thefe  great  and  im- 
portant objects. 

Your  hiajefty 's  commons  are  well  a- 
ware,  that  the  principal  caufe,  among 
many  others,  to  which  thefe  great 
national  benefits  are  to  be  afcribed, 
. »  $hp  continuance  of  peace  j  but, 
fisiSble  as  they  are  of  thefe  bfcf- 
fifigs,  and  anxiouflv  defirous  of  ren- 
dering them  pejaiaaent,  they  have 
lately  aferded^yoor  majefty  a  fub- 
ftantial  proof,  that  it  was  their  una- 
nimous opinion  that  peace  ought 
not  to  be  maintained  but  on  fuch 
terms  as  ihould  be  ftriftly  confiftent 
with  the  honour  of  your  maiefty's 
crown,  and  the  interefts  and  wel~ 
fere  x>f  your  majefty's  fubje&s. 


UeJJfage  from    his   Majefty  to    loth 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  May   2$, 
179<>5   relative  to  the  capture  of 
certain  Vejfels,  by  the  Spaniards^ 
jfaNootka  Sound. 


GEORGE  R.. 

HIS  majefty  lias  received  in- 
formation, that  two  vcffels 
belonging  to  his  majefty's  fubje&s, 
and  navigated  under  the  Britifh 
flag,  and  two  others,  of  which  the. 
defcription  is  not  hitherto  fuificient- 
ly  afcertained,  have  been  captured 
at  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  north-' 
weftern  coaft  of  America,  by  an 
officer  commanding  two  Spanifh, 
fhips  of  war;  that  the  cargoes  of 
the  Britifh  vellels  have  been  feized* 
and  that  their  officers  and  crews, 
have  been  fent  as  prifoners  to  a, 
Spanifh  port. 

The  capture  of  one  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  had  before  been  notified  by  the 
ambaftador  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
by  order  of  his  court,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  defired  that  meafures 
might  be  taken  for  preventing  his 
majefty's  fubje&s  from  frequenting 
thofe  coafts,  which  were  alledged.to. 
have  been  prcvioufiy  occupied  and 
frequented  by  the  fubjefts  of  Spain*. 
Complaints  were  alfo  made  of  the 
fifheries  carried  on  by  his  majefty's 
fubje&s  in  the  feas  adjoining  to  the 
Spanifh  continent,  as  being  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  the  crown  of 
Spain.  In  confequence  of  this  com- 
munication, a  demand  was  imme- 
diately made,  by  his  majefty's  cru- 
der, for  adequate  fatisfa&ion,  an4 
for  the  restitution  of  the  veflel,  pre- 
vious to  any  other  difcuffion. 

By  the  anfwer  from  the  cdurt  of 
Spain  it  appears,  that  this  veflel 
and  her  crew  had  been  fet  at  li- 
berty by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico;. 
but  this  is  reprefented  to  have  been 
done  by  him  on  the  fuppofition  that 
nothing  but  the  ignorance  of  the 
rights  of  Spain,  encouraged  the  in* 
dividuals'of  other  nations  to  come 
to  thofe  coafts  for  the  purpofe  of 
piaking  eftablifhments,  or  carrying 

on 
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on  trade,  and  in  conformity  to  his 
previous  inftru&iorts,  requiring  him 
to  (hew  all  poflible  regard  to  the 
Britifh  nation. 

No  fatisfa&ion  is  made,  or  offer- 
ed, and  a  dirett  claim  is  afferted 
by  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  ex- 
clufive  rights  of  fovereignty,  navi- 
gation, and  commerce,  in  the  terri- 
tories, coafts,  and  feas,  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

His  majefty  has  now  directed  his 
ininifter  at  Madrid  to  make  a  frefti 
reprefentation  on  this  fubjed,  and  to 
claim  fuch  full  and  adequate  fatif- 
faftion  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
evidently  requires.  And,  under 
thefe  circumftances^  his ,  majefty, 
having  alfo  received  information 
that  confiderable  armaments  are 
carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  Spain, 
has  judged  it  incfifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  give  orders  for  making  fuch 
preparations  as  may  put  it  in  his 
majefty's  power  to  aft  with  vigour 
and  effeft  in  fupport  of' the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  interefts  of 
his  people.  And  his  majefty  recom- 
mends it  to  his  faithful  commons, 
on  whofe  zeal  and  public  fpirit  he 
lias  the  moll  perfeci  reliance,  to 
enable  him  to  take  fuch  meafures, 
and  to  make  fuch  augmentation  of 
his  forces,  as  may  be  eventually 
necefiary  for  this  purpofe. 

It  is  his  majefty's  earneft  wifli, 
that  the  juftice  of  his  majefty's  de- 
mands may  enfure,  from  the  wifdom 
and  equity  of  his  Catholic  majefly, 
the  fatisfaftion  which  is  fo  unques- 
tionably due ;  and  that  this  affair 
may  be  terminated  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  prevent  any  grounds  of 
mifunderftanding  in  future,  and  to 
continue  and  confirm  that  harmony 
and  friendship  which  has  fo  hap- 
pily  fubfifted    between    the    two 


courts,  and  which  his  majefty  will 
always  endeavour  to  maintain  an<f 
improve,  by  all  fuch  means  as  are 
confiftent  with  the  dignity,  of  hi* 
majefty's  crown,  and  the  efiential 
interefts  of  his  fubje&s* 

G.R. 


The  humble  Addrefs  *f  the  right  ho- 

nourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 

Temporal,  in  Parliament  affembledi 

May  26th;    in  con/equence  of  the 

foregoing  Meffage, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty's  moft  dn* 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the" 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  ..our  humble 
thanks  for  your .  gracious  meflage, 
acquainting  this  houfe  of  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  the  capture 
of  Britifh  veflels  on  ,the  north- 
weftern  coaft  of  America,  and  to 
the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Spain 
on  this  occafion,  which  have  in- 
duced your  majefty  to  give  orders 
for  making  fuch  preparations  as 
may  put  it  in  your  majefty's  powei* 
to  acl;  with  vigour  and  effeft  in  fup-  • 
port  of  the  hpnoir  of  your  majefty'* 
crown,  t\nd  of  die'  interefts  of  his 
people  ;  hfldto  affure  your  majefty, 
that  we  (hall  readily  proceed  •  to 
enable  ycur  majefty  to  take  fuch 
'meafures,  and  to  make  fuch  aug- 
mentation of  your  majefty's  forces, 
as  may  eventually  be  necefiary  on 
this  occafion. 

'We  truft  that  the  juftice  of  your 
majefty's  demands  will  enfure,  from 
the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his  Catho- 
lic majefty,  the  fatisfattion  which 
is  fo  unqueftion ably,  due  to  your  / 
majefty ;  -an4  we  mail  fincerely  re- 

joicc 


s 
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joicc  in  fuch.  a  termination  of  the 
difcuffions  now  depending,  aB  may 
wevent  any  grounds  of  mifunder- 
itanding  in  future,  and  may  conti- 
nue and  confirm  that  harmony  and 
friendihip  which  has  happily  fub- 
Med-  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain;  but  we,  at  the  fame  time* 
feel  it  our  indifpenfable  duty  to 
affure  your  majefty  of  the  determi- 
nation of  this  hOufe  to  afford  your 
majefty  the  mod  zealous  and  effec- 
tual fupport  in  fuch  meafures  as 
may  become  requifite  for  maintain- 
ing the  dignity  of  your  majefty's 
crown,  and.  the  eflential  interefts  of 
your  majefty 's  dominions. 


Subftance  of the  Memorial  frefinted  by 
Lieutenant  Mears  to  the  Right 
Honourable  W.  Wyndham  Gren- 
ville,  one  of  His  Majefty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State.  With 
Explanations.        A 

THIS  memorial  explains,  in 
general,  the  grounds  that  gave 
rife  to  the  prefent  conteft  with  Spain ; 
but  the  precife  point,  to  be  deter- 
mined before  peace  can  be  finally 
fettled,  is  ftill  involved  in  fome  ob- 
feurity.  That  fome  of  the  (hips  were 
feized,  and  others  fuffered  to  proceed 
to  trade  unmolefted,  is  not  eafily  to 
be  accounted  for  on  the  principles 
of  the  treaties,  that-  nowfubfift  be-' 
tween  die  two  nations.  By  .the- laft 
freaty  of  peace.with  Spain,  a-jrtEE 

TRADE,  AND   NO  SEARCH,  Was  the 

fint  qua  non  on  which. -it  was  con- 
cluded. The  Spanifh  court,  in  her 
prefent  -  fictiation,  would-  not  then 
have  ventured  to  iaveft  any  of  her 
officers   with  powers   to  interrupt 

•  This  trade  was  pointed  out  to  merchants  .by  captain  King,  in  his  concluding 
tolunis.to  the  ypya^s  of.  captain  Cw^«    , 

•  junction 


Britifti  (hips  navigating  the  open 
'  (eas,  and  wantonly  to  infult  the  flag 
of  Great  Britain,  as  reprefented  by 
the  memorialing  at  Noottca  Sound,  tf 
they  had  not  ftill  fome  latent  claim 
to  urge  fthich  has  not  yet  been  un- 
equivocally decided. — But  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  memorial. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1786^  certain  merchants,  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  defirous  of  open* 
ing  a  trade  with  the  N.  W.  coail  of 
America,  forfupplying  the  Chine fe 
market  with  iurs  *  and  ginfeng, 
communicated  their  defign  to  fir 
John  Macpherfon,  the  governor  ge- 
neral of  India,  who  joined  in  the 
fubfeription  for  carrying  it  into  ex- 
ecution ;  and  pvo  vefiels  were  pur- 
chafed,  and  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Mea  s,  the  meraorialiii 
who  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the 
fervice  of  government. 

In  March,  the  fame  year,  one  of 
die  vefiels,  named  the  Sea  Otter* 
captain' Tippin,  was  difpatched  to 
Prince  William's  Sound,  and  was 
fpon  followed  by  the  other,  name! 
the  Nootka,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Mears- himfelf,  who,  on  his  arriwal 
in  Prince  William's  Sound  in  Sep- 
tember, learned  that  the  Sea  Otter 
had  left. that  place  fome  days  be- 
fore^-and  by  future  intelligence  was- 
afiuredy  that  (he  had  been  loil' on 
the  cbaft  of  Karofchatka. 

In  Prince  William's  Sound  the 
Nootka  wintered,  and  in  the  meanv 
tiraoher  commander  opened  an  ex- 
tjnfi've  trade  with  the  natives ;  and, 
having,  collected  a  cargo  of  furs, 
repaired  to  China  in  autumn  1787. 

In  January,  1788,  having  dif- 
pofed  of  the  Nootka,  he,  in  con- 


-* 
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jun&ion  with  other   Britilh  mer-  name,  calling  the  fame  Tatduche* 

chants,  purchafed  two  other  veifels,  in  honour  of  the~chief. 
named  the   Felice  and  Iphigenia.        The  Jphigenia,  in  her  progrefs  to  < 

The  former  he  commanded  himfelf;  the  fouthward*  had  been  no  lefs  fuc- 

the  latter  he  pat  under  the  direc-  qefsful  than  the  Felice  in  obtaining 

lion  of  captain  Douglas.    With  the  grants  of  the  native  chiefs,  no  Eu- 

Felice  he  reached  Nootka  Sound  ropean  veflel  having  ever  been  there 

in  May ;  and  in  June  the  Iphigenia  before. 

arrived  in  Cook's  river.  His  firft  Matters  being  thus,  fettled  with 
bufoiefs  at  Nootka  Sound  was  to  the  natives,  and  having  collected  a 
purchafe  from  Maquila,  the  chief  of  cargo  of  furs,  on  Sept.  23,  the  me- 
the  diilricl,  a  fpot  of  ground,  on  morialift  proceeded  to  China  in  the 
which  he  built  a  house,  and  on  Felice;  where,  having  fold  both 
it  hoifted  a  Briiijbflag,  futrounding  (hip  and  cargo,  he  entered  into  part- 
it  with  a  breaft-work,  and  fortifying  nerfhip  with  Meffrs.  John  and  Cad- 
it  with  a  three-pounder.  This  be-  man  Etches,  and  Co.  owners  of  the 
ing  compleated,  he  proceeded  to  Prince  of  Wales  and  Princefs  Royal, 
trade;  the  Felice  taking  her  route  from  London,  trading  under  licences 
to  the  fouthward,  and  the  Iphigenia  and  from  the  Eaft-India  South-Sea 
to  the  northward,  both  flaps  con-  companies,  which  would  not  expire 
fining  themfelves  within  the  lati-  till  1790,  making  a  joint  dock  of 
tildes  of  60  and  45  deg.  30  mm.  all  the  vefleis  and  property  employ- 
north.                            ^  ed  in  that  trade;  and  under  that^ 

In  September  the  Felice  returned  firm  they  purchafed7  a  fliip,  built 
to  Nootka  Sound,  where  the  people  at  Calcutta,  called  the  Argonaut, 
the  memorialifl  had  left  behind  had  The  Prince  of  Wales,  being  char- 
nearly  compleated  a  yefTel,  which  tered  to  load  teas  for  the  Eaft-India. 
was  foon  after  launched,  and  called  company,  returned  to  England;  and 
the  North- Weft  America,  meafuring  the  Princefs  Royal  and  Argonaut 
about  forty  tons,  which  was  equip-  were  ordered  by  the  memorialifl:  to. 
ped  with  all  expedition,  to  ailift  him  f%il  for  America,  under  the  coin- 
in  his  enterprise's.  mand  of  M{.  J.  Colnette,  to  whom 

During  his  abfence  from  Nootka  the  charge  of  all  the  company's  con- 
Sound,  he  had;  by  prefents,  obtain- •  cerns  on  that  coaft  had  been  com* 
ed  from  Wickahaniffi,  (he  chief  of,  mitted. 

the  diftricl  furrounding  Port  Cox  ;  v  Mr.  Colnette  was  directed  to  «,- 

and  Port  EiHngham,  in  lat.  45  and.  reft  a  fubftantial  houfe  on  the  {pot 
49  deg-  the  proniife  of  a  free  and  .  purchafed  by  the  memorialifl  in  the 

exclusive  trade,  with  leave  to  build  preceding  year;  and  the  two  mips 

whatever  he  fhould  find  neceflary  he  carried  out  with  him  were  load- 

fbr  his  Convenience ;  and  alfo  the "  ed  with  articles  eftimated  fufficient 

femeprivilegesfiomTatouche,  chief  for  the  trade  of  three  years,  befides 

of  the  country   bordering  on  the  a  veflel  in  frame  of  about  thirty 

{traits  of  Juan  de  Fuca.    Befides  tons. 

thefe,  he  had  purchafed  from  Ta-  ^   With  thefe  he  fet  fail  from  China 

touche  a  traft  of  land  within  thofe  ,  in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 

ftraits,  of  which  one  of  his  officers  1789,  having,  over  and  above  the 

had  taken  pofleffion  in  the  king's  crews,  feveral  artificers  of  different 

profeffions. 


STATE     PAPERS. 


.[289 


profeflions,  and  about  feventy  Chi- 
»efe,  who  intended  to  become  fet- 
tlers  in  the  country,  under  tht 
protection  of  the  afTociated  com- 
pany. 

On  the  24th*  of  April,  1789*  the 
Iphigenia,  which  had  wintered  at 
the  Sandwich  iflands,  returned  to 
Nootka  Sound,  as  did. the  North- 
well  America,  which  had  alfo  win- 
tered there,  a  few  days  after,  where 
they  found  two  American  vefTels, 
the  Columba  and  Wafhington,  that 
had  wintered  in  Nootka  harbour. 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  North- weft  America  was  fent 
to  trade  to  the  northward,  and  alfo 
to  explore  the  archipelago  of  St. 
Lazarus., 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  Iphigenia 
being  then  at  anchor  in  Nootka 
Sound,  a '  Spanifh  ihip  of  war  of 
26  guns,  named  the  Princefla,  Don 
Eftuan  Jofeph  Martinez,  commander, 
from  San  Bias  in  Mexico,  anchor- 
ed in  the  fame  harbour,  and  was 
foon  joined  by  a  Spanifh  fnow  of 
16  guns,  called  the  San  Carlos, 
from-  the  fame  place,  loaded  with 
cannon,  and  other  warlike  ftores. 

For  fome  time  mutual  civilities 
palled  between  captain  Douglas  and 
the  Spanifh  officers,  and  even  fup- 
plies  were  obtained  from  the  Spa- 
nifh captain;  but,  on  the  14th  of 
May,  the  former  was  ordered  on 
board  the  Princefla,  and,  to  his 
great  fitrprize,  informed  by  Mar- 
tinez, that  he  had  the  king's  orders 
tofeize  all  fhips  that  he  might  find 
upon  that:  cOaft,  and  that  he,  the 
commander  of  the  Iphigenia,  was  his 
prifoner ;  and,  moreover,  inftruclcd 
his  officers  to  take  pofleffion  of  the 
Iphigenia,  which  they  accordingly 
did  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty, and  conveyed  the  officers  and 
men,  as   prifoners,  on  board   the 

Vot.  XXXII. 


Spanifh  fhips,  where  they  were  put 
in  irons,  and  otherwifef  ill-treated. 
This  done*  Don  Martinez  took 
pofleffion  of  the  lands  which  tjie 
memorialift  had  trarchafed  and  built 
a  temporary  habitation  upon,  pul- 
ling down  the  Britijhftag%  and  boift- 
ing  the  ftandard  of  Spain  thereon, 
with  fueh  other  ceremonies  as  are 
ufual  upon  fuch  occafions ;  declar- 
ing, at  the  fame,  time,  that  all  the 
lands  comprised  between  Cafe  Horn 
and  the  6otb  degree  of  north  latitude 
did  belong  to  bis  Catholic  Majefty ; 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  build 
batteries,  ftore-houfes,  Sec.  in  the 
execution  of  which  he  forcibly  em- 
ployed fome  of  the  crew  of  the 
Iphigenia,  and  feveral  who  attempt- 
ed to  refill  were  feverely  punifhed. 

And  here  it  muft  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  while  he  (captain  Douglas) 
was  detained  prifoner,  he  was  fre- 
quently urged  to  fign  an  inftrument* 
purporting,  as  he  was  informed  (not 
underftanding  Spanifh  himfelf),  that 
Don  Martinez  had  found  him  in 
Nootka  Sound  in  great  diftrefs; 
that  he  had  fupplied  him  with  every- 
thing neceflary  for  his  pafTage  to 
"the  Sandwich  iflands ;  and  that  his 
navigation  had,  in  rm  refpect,  been 
interrupted ;  but  which  paper  hav- 
ing been  difcovered  to  contain  an 
obligation  from  him  and  Mr,  Vi- 
nanea  (fecond  captain),  on  the  part 
of  their  owners,  to  pay  oh  demand 
the  valuation  of  the  Iphigenia,  her 
cargo,  &c«  in  cafe-  the.  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  fhould  adjudge  her  to 
be  a  lawful  prize  for  entering  the 
port  of  Nootka  without  licence  from 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  he  bad  pe- 
remptorily refifted,  conceiving  that 
the  port  of  Nootka  did  not  belong 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty ;  notwith- 
ftanding    which,    Don    Martinez^ 
partly  by  threats,  and  partly  by 
[v]  promifes 
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pfofflHes  to  reftbre  him,    captain  means  of  the  iron  on  board,  being 

Douglas,  tt>  t,he  command  of  the  -'fupplied  with  neeeffaries,  me  pfo- 

Iphigenia,  Wi    ttltirrtftteiy  igkined  ceeded  to  China,  and  anchored  there 

his  point*;  arid  having  fo  done,  he,  in  Odlober,  1789. 

^cdmtain  Doughy  was  reftofed  to  his  [Here  Mr.  Mears,  by  -way  of  il- 

'ihip,  but  fWriped,  during  the  time  luftration,  introdaces  a  transaction, 

1he  iiifd  been  in  yofleffion  of  the  jiootherwifeconriefted  with  his  nar- 

tipaniar&s,  of  all  her  merchandize,  fatiVe,  but  as  k  proves  the  mer- 


iteres,  proviftons,  fas.  &c.*(eveti  to 
the  extent  of  the  matter's  watch 
•  unci  irioafehitig),  twelve  bars  of  iron 
enly  excepted,  whMi  they  could  net 
cohvehiently  take  away. 

In  this  drftreiv  "captain  Douglas 
fadinglrfmfelf  utterly  unubfe  to  pr6- 
t«ed,  applied  to  Don  Martinez  to 
fupphcate  relief,  and  obtained  a 
trifling  fripply,  for  which  he  was 
Called  Yipoti  for  hills  on  his  owners 
at ^amoft  exorbitant  rate;  but  even 


chand&e,  &c.  of  which  the  Britifli 
fhips  w«re  plundered,  to  have  -been 
Brttifli-property.] 

Soon  after  die  departure  of  the 
Iphigenia  from  Nootka  Sound*  Don 
Martinez  became  acquainted  with 
the,  puKport  of  the  before-mentioned 
letter,  and  on  the- arrival  of  the 
North-weft  America,  on  the  oth^f 
Tune,  me  was  feized,  and  'towed 
tirt©  Nbotfca  -harbour,  where  (he 
was  formally  taken  rpofieffion  of -as 


'then  was  rtfftfaihed  *from  rprbceed-  a.  lawful-prize,  h*r  -cargoy-coniiftkjg 
ih£  to  fea  rill  the.  return  ;of  the  -6f?2i5  flcins  ©fthe  beft  quality, "her 
'Nofth-Hveft  America,' *  which  Don  ftores,-aTKHuTnfture,  confHcated, aad 
Martffiez  feid  he  could  difpofe  of  her  'crew  made  prifoners,  fome  of 
1  for  400  dollars,  the  value  fet  upon  -whonrwere  arterwards'pttt'initoha* 


her  by  one  of  the  American  (jap  - 
tains. 

The  North-weft  America,  how- 
ever, hot  arriving  fo  foon  as  :  ex- 
pected, captain  Douglas  -was  told 
he  might  defffert,  'on  leaving -orders 


The  Princefs  Royal  {one  of  the 
ftk>s  fitted  up  at*-  London),*  on  -her 
arrival 4oon  after  -the-fet^tire  of  Ae 
North-w^ft  America,  Was  not  only 
•fufFered  to  depart*,  but-,  the  {kins  ta- 
kenfrom  on  board  'the  NorthvWeft 


for  tmrmaiter  to*  deliver  «p  the  vef-  -  America  i(twelveNonty < of  *he.  beft 


fel,  on  his  arrival,  for  theufo'of  his 
Catholic*  Majsfty.  Accordingly,  dn 
*^he  15th  of  June,  he  wrote  to  the 
ir&fter  ;i*it,  availing  himfelf  of Don 
Martinez's  ignorance  of  :theEngiim 
language, -cautioufly  forbore  to  give 
ttriy  dife&ions  to  the  effect,  required, 
and  inftantly  failed  from  Nootka 
Sound,  though  very  unfit  to  proceed 


quality,  detained  by  Don  Marti- 
nez, excepted)  .-were  9sppe£  o° 
board  her  for  the- benefit  ef  the 
owners;  and  that  (hip  put  to  fea  (as 
appears  by  her  journal)  oh  the  *d 
of  Jaly,  to  purfue  'the  trade  upon 
the  coaft. 

But  what  "adds  to  the  atrocity  of 
this    extraordinary    tranfactien  k, 


On  fuch  a.  voyage,  leaving  behind  'that,  after  feizing  the  North-weft 
him  the  two  American  veflels  (Co-     America,  and  imprifoniog her^nten, 


' ;  lumba  a*rd  Wafhington),  which  had 
been  fufFered  to  continue  there  all 
the  winter  unmolefted.    The  Iphi- 

."genla  fortunately  arrived  fafe*  at 
tne  -Sandwich  illan^s,A  wh;ere,  by 


Don  Martinez .  mould  employ  'Aer 
on  a  trading  vOyaige,  from  ivhkh 
fhe  returned  in  twenty  «daysvwith 
•feventy-five  Jkins,  obtained  -by*  Sri- 
tiih  merchandize  taken  either  from 

that 
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that  veflel  a*  the  tine  of  her  cap-  flroy  himfejf;  thaf,  notwithHanding 
*ure,  or. from  the  Iphigenia.  The  this  melancholy  , n^sfbrtune?/  Po£ 
value  of  fuch  furs  cannot  be  efti*  Martinez  endeavoured  to  avail  himr 
jnatpd  at  lefs  than  7,500  dollars,  all  felf  of  the  copper  (being  the  prin- 
which  Don  Martinez  applied  to  his  jcipal  part  of  the  cargo  of  wbidi  the 
own  u&.  Princefs  Royal  was  comjjofed  j  ;  in 
About  the  3d  of  July,  1789,  the  which  attern.pt  he  would  have  fuc- 
Argonaut  appeared  in  the  oiling,  ceedeo1,  had  not  the  ot^er  officer* 
.wfcen  D^n'  Martinez  boarded  her  p.revenfcqd  it.  * 
ia  his  launch,  and,  with  (wcpreffions  '  The  memqrialift  /artier  repro- 
of civility,  invited  Mr.  Colnette  fents,  that  the  American  fhip  Co* 
into  the  Sound;  but  next  day  (not-  Jumb,a  intending  to  fail  for  China 
withftanding  the  moft  folemn  af-  (the  ^prinqpal  part  of  her  crew  anjl 
finances)  lent  his  firft  lieutenant  provifions  being  previoufly  put  o|i 
with  a  .military  force,  to  fake  pof-  jboard  the  Wafhiugton,  to  enable 
ieffiqn  of  the  Argonaut.;  and  that  that  fhip  to  continue  to  trade  upqrt 
ihip  was  accordingly,  in  Jike.man-  the  cqaft),  the  crew  of  the  North- 
ner,  feized  in -the  name  of  Ids  Ca-  wpft  America  was  ordered  by  X>on 
-tholic  majefty, , the  BrkHh  flag  haul-  .Martinez  on  board  the  Cqlumba, 
*d  down,  and.  the  Spanifh  flag  hoift-  and  her  Supplies  (reduced  by  fur- 
«d  initsilead,  her  officers  and  men  nifliinjj  her  sonfort)  to  09  made  up 
made  prifoners,  and  Mr.  Colnette  from  the  Argonaut ;  that,  previous 
threatened  to  be  hanged  at  the  .to  the  departure  of  the  Colurnba, 
yard-arm  in  .cafe  of  non-compii-  ninety-{ix  ikjns-  were  a^fo  put  pn 
ance  .with  the  orders  that  ihould  be  board  her,  to  defray  the  wages  0/ 
given  J^a3>  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  North- 
On  the  13th i>f -July,  .the  Princefs  weft  America,  under  a  fuppofition 
<Royal  again  appeared  (as  is  Hated  that  .their  late  employers  would  Ije 
inherjcwnal)  off. the  port  ofl^oot-  unable  to  liquidate  their  demands ; 
Jta;  .but  her  commander  approach-  firft J  deducting,  however!,  30  per 
ing  the  Sound  in  .his  boat,  in  ex-  cent,  from  the  fales,  which  Don 
Relation  of  finding  there  the  com-  Martinez  had  agreed  mould  be  paid," 


Blander  of  the  expedition,  was  ieiz-  for  the  freight  o£  the  laid  (kins,  to 

red  and  jrtade  prifoner,   under  the  .the  American  commanders.     ,      v 

threats  jo£ .immediate  execution  if  The  Col umba^  being  thus  amply 

die  .refuted  to  deliver  .uj>  his  fhip  provided,  left. Nootka  Sound/ and  a 

.without  contGlt.     A  .Spanifh  officer  few  days  after  entered  Port  Cox, 

iwas  accordingly  fent  to  take  oof-  where  ihe  joined  her  confort,  from 

feffion  of  her,  who  brought  her  into  whom  fhe  received  a  confiderabfe 

.port,  .made  prifoners  of  .her  men,  .number  of  fkins,  conceived  to  be 

•and  prize  of  her  cargo,  confining  .of  the  whole  (excepting  the  ninety-fix 

473  fkin6  (including  thofe  put  on  before  mentioned)  which  had  been 

Jboaxd  her  from  the  North-weft  Ame-  Xollecled  by    the   Americans    and 

*rka),  as  appears  by  the  receipt  in  .Spaniards,  besides  thofe  taken  from 

.poficflianjof  the  proper  officer,  from  .the  JBritifh ;  with  which   fhe  pro- 

-this  circumffance  Mr..  Colnette  be-  ceeded  .to  China,  where  fhe  arrived 

icame  fo  .desanged.in  his.rniiKi,  that  f November  2d,  and.  landed  the  crew 

the  had  frequently. attempted  *o,de-  -of  the  ;North-weft  , America,  raho, 

.fc    .       .  [ >T  2  J                          v     previous 
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frcvious  td  their  leaving  Nootka 
ound,  had  feen  the  Argonaut  pro- 
ceed prize  to  San  Bias,  with  her  of- 
-ficers  and  men  prifoners ;  and  that 
the  Princefs  Royal  was  foon  to  fol- 
low in  the  fame  manner. 
„  The  Waftrington,  on  joining  the 
Columba  in  Port  Cox,  confirmed  this 
intelligence  of  the  Princefs  Royal. 

To  add  to  thefe  outrages  againft 
the  Britifli,  Don  .Martinez  had 
thought  fit  todetain  the  Chinefe,and 
had  compelled  them  to  work  in  the 
mines  which  had  juft  been  opened 
on  the  lands  which  the  memorialift 
had  before  purchafed.    / 

To  this  memorial  Mr.  Mears  has 
added  the  depofitions  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  North-weft  Ameri- 
ca, extracts  from  the  journal  of  the 
Iphigenia,  and  other  authentic  do- 
cuments; which,  added  to  the  inter- 
nal evidence  of  the  memorial  itfelf, 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  its  authenti- 
city. 


Declaration  of  bis  Catholic  Maje/ly, 
June  4>  tranfmitted  to  aU  the  Eu- 
ropean Courts, 

THE  king  being  apprized  of  the 
pattktttars^iid  before  his  mi- 
nifters  on  the  ioth  of  May,  by  Mr. 
Merry,  his  Britannic  majefty's  mi- 
.  nifter,  relative  to  the  unexpected  dif- 
pute  between  .this  court  and  Great 
Britain,  as  to  the  veflels  captured 
in  Port  St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka 
Sound,  on  the  coaft  of  California, 
in  the  South  Sea,  has  commanded  the 
nnderngned,  his  majefty's  firft  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  to  anfwer  to  the  faid 
minifter  of  England,  tliat  he  had  the 
honour  to  make  known  perfonally, 
and  in  writing*  to  the  faid  minifter, 
upon  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month, 
that  his  majefty  at  no  time  pretend- 


ed to  any  rights  in  any  ports,  feas, 
or  places,  other  than  what  belongs 
to  his  crown  by  the  moft  folemn  trea- 
ties, recognized  by  all  nations,  and 
more  particularly  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  a  right  founded  on  particu- 
lar treaties*  the  uniform  confent  of 
both  nations,  and  by  an  immemorial, 
regular,  and  eftablifhed  pofleifion: 
that  his  majeftv  is  ready  to  enter  up- 
on every  examination  and  difcuffion 
moft  likely  to  terminate  the  difpute 
in  an  amicable  way;  and  is  willing 
to  enter  into  immediate  conference 
with  the  new  ambaflador;  and  if  juf- 
tice  requires  it,  will  certainly  dif- 
approve  of  the  conduct,  and  punifh 
his  fubje&s  if  they  have  gone  beyond 
their  powers.  This  offer  and  fatis* 
fa&ion  will,  it  is  hoped,  ferve  as  an 
example  to  the  court  of  London  to 
do  as  much  on  its  part. 

As  the  two  courts  of  London  and 
Madrid  have  not  yet  received  pro- 
per and  authenticated  accounts  and 
proofs  of  all  that  has  really  palled  in 
thefe  diftant  latitudes,  a  contradic- 
tion in  the  developement  of  fads 
has  by  this  means  been  occafioned. 
Even  at  this  moment  the  papers  and 
minutes  made  up  by  the  viceroy  of' 
New  Spain  on  this  matter  are  not 
arrived.  Pofterior  letters  indeed  (ay, 
.  that  the  Englifh  veffel,the  Argonaut, 
had  not  been  feized  and  confiscated 
till  legally  condemned;  and  that  thf 
fmall  veflel  called  the  Princefs  Royal, 
which  had  afterwards  arrived,  was 
not  feized  or  confifcated,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  full  reftitution  was 
made ''by  the  viceroy,  and  an  obli- 
gation only  taken  from  the  captain 
to  pay  the  price  of  the  veflel,  if  fhe 
was  declared  a  lawful  prize;  and 
on  the  precife  fame  terms  he.  had 
liberated  a  Portuguefe  veflej  belong- 
ing to  Macao,  and  two  American 
vefTds.    Thefe-  particulars  will  be 

.  more 
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more  explicitly  proved  and  eluci- 
dated on  the  arrival  of  the  neceflary 
papers. 

The  firfl  time  that  our  ambafla- 
dor  made  a  public  notification  of 
this  matter  to  the  miniflry1  at  Lon- 
don, on  the  10th  of  February  laft 
many  of  the  circumftances  that  are 
now  certain  were  then  doubtful. 
The  rights  and  immemorial  poflef* 
ficm  oPSpain*  to  that  coaft  and  ports, 
afc  well  as  feveral  other  titles  proper 
tt>  be  taken  into  view  in  a  pacific 
negociation,  were  not  quite  certain. 
And  if  'the  court  of  London  had 
made  an  amicable  return  to  the 
complaints  made  by  his  majefty  re- 
lative to  thofe  merchants  whom 
"Spain  regards  as  ufurpers  and  the 
violaters  of  treaties,  and-had  fliewed 
any  defire  to  terminate  the  affair  by 
an  amicable  accommodation,  a  great 
deal  of  unne<:eflary  expence  might 
have  been  faved.  The  high  and 
menacing  tone  and  manner  in  which 
the  anfwer  of  the  Britilh  minifter 
was  couched,  at  a  time  when  no 
certain  information  of  the  particu- 
lars had  arrived,  made  the  Spanifh 
cabinet  entertain  fome  fufpicions  that 
it  was  made,  not  fo  much  for  the 
parpofe  of  the  difpute  in  queftion, 
as  a  pretext  to  break  entirely  with 
our  court ;  for  which  reaibn  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  take  fome  pre- 
cautions relative  to  the  fubjeft. 

On  a  late  occafion  a  complaint 
was  made  to  the  court  of  RulHa  as 
to  fome  fimilar  points  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the  South  Sea.  A 
candid  anfwer  being  returned  by 
that  court,  the  affair  was  terminated 
without  the  leaft  difagreement.  In« 
deed  it  may  be  aiTerted  with  truth, 
that  the  manner,  much  mpre  than 
the  fubftance,  has  produced  the  dif- 
putes  that  have  taken  place  on  this 
head  with  Great  Britain. 


•Neverthelefs,  the  king  does  deny 
what  the  enemies  to  peace  have  in~ 
duftrioufly  circulated,  that  Spain  ex* 
tends  pretentions  and  rights  offove- 
reignty  over  the  whole  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  far  as  China.  When  the 
words  are  made  ufe  of,  "  In  the 
name  of  the  king,  his  fovereignty, 
navigation,  and  exclufive  commerce 
to  the  continent  and  iflands  of  the 
South  Sea,"  it  is  the  manner  in 
which  Spain,  in  fpeaking  of  the  In- 
dies, has  always  ufed  thefe  words—* 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  continent, 
iflands  and  feas  which  belong  to 
his  majefty,  fo  far  as  difcoveries  have 
been  made  and  fecured  to  him  by 
treaties  and  immemorial  poffeffion, 
and  uniformly  acquiefced  in,  not- 
withftanding  fome  infringements  by 
individuals  who  have  been  punifhed 
upon  knowledge  of  their  offences. 
And  the  kingfets  up' no  pretenfions. 
to  any  pofTeffions,  the  right  to  which 
he  cannot  prove  by  irrefragable  ti- 
tles. 

Although  Spain  may  not  haya 
eftabliftunents  or  colonies  planted 
upon  the  coafts  or  in  the  ports  in 
difpute,  it  does  not  follow  that  fuch 
coaft  or  port  does  not  belong  to  her. 
If  this  rule  were  to  be  followed,  one 
nation  might  eftablifh  colonies  on 
the  coafts  of  another  nation,  in  Ame- 
rica, Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  by 
which  means  there  would  be  no  fix- 
ed boundaries— a  circumftance  evi- 
dently abfurd. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  iflue  of 
the  queftion  of  right,  upon  a  mature 
confideration  of  the  claims  of  both 
parties,  the  refult  of  the  queftion  of 
fact  is,  that  the  capture  of  the  Eng- 
Jifh  vcflels  is  repaired  by  the  reditu, 
tion  that  has  been  made,  and  the  coo- 
daft  of  the  viceroy;  for  as  to  the 
qualification  of  fuch  reftitution,  and 
whether  the  prize  was  lawful  or  not, 

[f  3]  that 
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that  refpecls  the  queftion  of  right 
vet  to  be  inveftigated ;  that  is  to  fay, 
if  it  has  been 'agreeably  to,  or  in 
contradiction  to  the  treaties  relative 
(0  the  rights  and  pofleffions  of  Spain. 
Laitly,  the  king  will  readily  enter 
into  any  plan  by  which  future  dis- 
putes on  this  fubject  maybe  obviated, 
that  no  reproach  may  be  upon  him 
as  having  refufr d  any  means  of  re- 
Conciliation  ;  and  for  the  eikblifh- 
ment  of  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
mot  only  between  Spain  and  Great 
$ritain,.  but a!fo  between  all  nations ; 
&r  the accomplifhmentof  which ob- 
ject his  majefty  has  made  the  greateft 
efforts  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe ; 
which  he  certainly  would  not  have 
done  if  he  had  any  d- Agn  to  involve 
England  and  the  other  European 
powers  in  a  calami  10 us  and  deftruc- 
tive  war.    . 

ElConde  de  Florida  Blanca. 
Aranjuez,  June  4. 


Memorial  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  deli- 
vered June  13,  to  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert,  the   Britifh   Jmbaffador   at 
Madrid. ' 

m 

BY  every  treaty  upon  record  be- 
twixt Spain  and  the  other  nations 
of  Europe,  for  upwards  of  two  centu- 
ries, an  exclusive  right  of  property, 
navigation,  and  commerce  to  the 
Spaniih  Weft  Indies,  has  been  uni- 
formly fecured  to  Spain,  England 
having  always  flood  forth  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  in  fupport  of  fuch 
right. 

By  article  8th  of  the  treaty  ©f 
Utrecht  (a  treaty  in  which  all  the 
European  nations  may  be  faid  to 
have  taken  a  part)  Spain  and  Eng- 
land profefs  to  eilablifh  it  as  a  fun? 
-damental  principle  of  agreement, 
that  the  navigation  and  commerce 


of  the  Weft-Indies,  under  the  domi- 
nion of  Spain,  fhall  remain  in  the 
precife  fituation  in  which  they  ftood 
in  the  reign  of  his  Catholic  majefty, 
Charles  II.  and  that  that  rule  fhall 
be  inviolably  adhered  to,  and  be  in- 
capable of  infringement. 

After  this  maxim,  the  two  powers 
ftipulated— -That  Spain  fhould  never 
grant  liberty  or  permiffion  to  any 
nation  to  trade  to  or  introduce  their 
merchandizes  into  the  Spaniffr  Ame- 
rican dominions,  nor  to  fell,  cede,. 
or  give  up,  to  any  other  nation,  Its 
lands,  dominions  or  territories,  or 
any  part  thereof.     On  the  contrary, 
and  in  order  that  its  territories  fhould 
be  preferred  whole  and  entire,  Eng- 
land offers  to  aid  and  affift  the  Spa: 
niardsin  re-eftablifhing  the  limits  of 
their  American  dominions,  and  plac- 
ing them  in  the  exalt  fitttation  they 
ftood. in  at  the  time  of  his  laid  Ca- 
tholic majefty,  Charles  H.  ifl>y  acci- 
dent it  fhall  be  difcovered  that  they 
have  undergone  any  alteration  to  the 
prejudice  of  Spain,  in  whatever  man- 
ner or  pretext  fuch  alteration  may 
have  been  brought  about. 

The  vaft  ex  tent  of  the  Spanifh  ter* 
ritories,  navigation,  and  dominion 
on  the  continent  of  America,  ifles 
and  Teas  contiguous  to  the  South  Seat 
are  clearly  laid  down,  and  authen- 
ticated by  a  variety  of  documents, 
laws,  and  formal  acts  of  poffeffion 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  fl- 
it is  alio  clearly  afcertained,  that 
notwithstanding  the  repeated.  *** 
tempts  made  hy  adventurers  and,  pi* 
rates  on  the  Spanifh  coafts  of  the 
SjouthSea  and  adjacent  illands,  Spain 
l?as  flill  preferved  her  poftefCons  en- 
tire, and  oppofed  with  fuccefi  thow 
usurpations,  by  conftantly  fending 
her  fhips  and  vefTels  to  take  poffeflTo* 
of  fuch  Settlements.  By'thefe  mea* 
fares,  and  reiterated  a&s  of  .poflfc** 
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fion,  Spain  has  preferved  her  domi- 
nion, which  lhe  has  extended  to  the 
borders  of  the  Ruffian  eftablifhments, 
in  th^t  part  of  the  world. 

The  viceroys  of  Peru  and  'New 
Spain  having  been  informed;  that 
thefe  feas  had  been  for  fbme  years 
paft  more  frequented  than  formerly ; 
that  finuggling  had  increafed ;  that 
feveral  usurpations  prejudicial  to 
Spain  and  the  general  tranquillity 
had  been  fufferea  to  be  made  j  they 
gaye  orders  that  the  weftern  coafts 
of  Spanifh  America,  and  iflands  and 
feas*  adjacent,  lhould  be  more  fre- 
quently navigated  and  explored. 

They  were  alfo  informed,  that 
feveral  Ruffian  yeflels  were  upon  the 
point  of  making  commercial  eftab- 
liftiments  upon  that  cpaft.  At  the 
time  that  Spain  demonftrated  to  Ruf- 
fia  the  inconveniences  attendant  up- 
on fuch  incroachments,  Ihe  entered 
upon  the  negociation  with  Ruflia, 
upon  the  fuppofi  tion  that  the  Ruffian 
navigators  of  the  Paci£c  Ocean 
had  no  orders  to  make  eftabliih- 
inents  within  the  limits  of  Spanifh 
America,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
were  the  firft  pofleflbrs,  (limits  fituatt- 
ed  within  Prince  William's  Strait) 
purpofely  to  avoid  all  diffentions, 
and  in  order  to  maintain  the  harmo- 
ny and  amity  which  Spam  wifhed  to 
prefejye.  . 

The  court  of  Ruffia  replied,  it  Jiad 
already  given  orders,  that  its  fub- 
je£b  lhould  make  no  fettjements  in 
places  belonging  to  other  powers; 
and  that  if  thofe  orders  had  been 
violated,  and  any  had 'been  made  in 
Spanifh  America,  they  defired  the 
king  would  put  a  flop  to  them  in 
a  friendly  manner.  To  this  pacific 
language  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  Spain 
dbierved,  that  fhe  could  not  be  an- 
fWerablefor  what 'her  officers  might 
do  at  that  .di  (lance,  whofe  general 
orders  and  iniiru&ions  were  not  to 


errnit  any  fettlcmenfs  tp  b.e  made 
y  other  nations  on  th,e  continent  of 
panifyi  America.         *  * 

'Though  trefpafles  had  been  made 
\>v  the  Englifh  on  fome  of  the  iflands 
of  thofe  coafts,  which  ha$  given, 
rife  to  fiiiylar  complaints  l\avinjfbeert 
made  to  tjie  court  of  London, *§pajp 
did  pot  If  how  that  (he  fngljih'^ad 
endeavoured  to  make  any'  fettle- 
ments  on  the  northern  rjart  of  the; 
Southern  Ocean,,  till  the  command- 
ing officer  of  a  Spkniftj  (hip,  ip  the 
iifual  toijr  of  the  coails  of  Califorr 
nia,  found  two  American  yeflels  in 
St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka  harbour, 
where  h£  was  going  for  provi/iQi^ 
and  ftores.  Tnefe  yeflels  he  per- 
mitted to  proceed  on  their  vpy^gc. 
it  appearing  fropi  their  p.appr§,  thaj 
they  were  'driven  there' by  djftrefs^ 
and  only  came  in  to  refit. 

He  alfo  found  there  the.  Iphigenia 
from  Macao,  under  Portuguefe'cQr 
lours,  which  had  a  pa/lp.ort  frpjn 
the  governor ;  and  fhpugji  he  earn? 
maniVeftiy  ^yith  a  viejy  to  trade  tj^rjgj 
yet  the  Spanilh  admiral,  wfyen  Ke 
faw  his  inftruclionsj  gave  Jiim  leave, 
to  depart  upon  his  ngning  an  en- 
gagement ;o  pay  the'vajjue  of  thj? 
vefTel,  fhould  the  government  "of 
Mexico  declare  if:  a  lawful  p^ize. 

With  this  veflel  there  came  a  fe* 
coad,  which  the  admiral  detained ; 
and  a  few  days  after  a  third,  named 
the  Argonaut,  from  the  abbve-rnen- 
tioned  place.  rf)&  .captain  of  tjhis 
latter  was  an  Englilhman.  t^e  carn^ 
notqnly  to  trade,  but  brought  every 
thing  with  him  proper  to  form  a  fet- 
lement  there,  ana  to  fortify  it. 
This,  notwithllaiyiing  the  ren\oh- 
ftrances  of  the  Spanilh  admiral^  he 
perievered  in,  and  was  Retained,  to- 
gether with  his  veflel. 

After  him  came  a  fourth  Engjifh 

vefTel,  named  the  P.rincefs  Royal,  an\l 

evidently  for  the    fame    purpofes. 

[r4]  '         *      '  She 
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She  lilcewife  was  detained,  and  fent 
to  Port  St.  Bias,  where  the  pildt  of 
the  'Argonaut  made  away  with  him- 

The  viceroy,  on  being  informed 
of  thefe  particulars,  gave  orders 
that  the  captain  and  the  veffck  fhould 
be  releafed,  and  that  they  fhould 
have  leave  to  refit,  without  declar- 
ing them  a  lawful  prize;  and  this  he 
did,  on  account  of  the  ignorance  of 
the  proprietors,  and  the  friend ftiip 
which  fubfifted  between  the  two 
courts  of  London  and  Madrid. 

He  alfo  gave  them  leave  to  return 
to  Macao  with  their  cargo,  after 
capitulating  with  them  in  the  fame 
manner  as  with  the  Portuguefe  cap- 
tain, and  leaving  the  affair  to  be 
finally  determined  by  the  count  de 
Revillagigedo,  his  fuccefTor,  who 
alfo  gave  them  their  liberty. 

As  foon  as  the  court  of  Madrid  had 
received  an  account  of  the  detention 
of  the  firft  Englifh  veffel  at  Nootka 
Sound,  an4  before  that  of  the  fe- 
cond  arrived,  it  ordered  its  ambaf- 
fador  at  London  to  make  a  report 
thereof  to  the  Englifh  minifter, 
which  he  did,  on  the  i  oth  of  February 
laft,  and  to  require  that  the  parties 
who  had  planned  thefe  expeditions 
fhould  be  puniihed,  in  order  to  de- 
ter others  from  making  fettlements 
on  territories  occupied  and  frequent- 
ed by  the  Spaniards  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  the  ambaflador's  memorial, 
mention  was  only  made  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  admiral  that  commanded  the 
prefent  armament,  having  vifited 
Nootka  Sound  in  1774,  though 
that  harbour  had  been  frequently 
vifited  'both  before  and  fince,  with 
the  ufual  forms  of  taking  pofleffion, 
Thefe  forms  were  repeated  more  par* 
ticularly  in  the  years  175  5  and  1779, 
all  along  the  coails  as  far  as  Prince 
Willianvs  Sound,  and  it  was  thefe 


a£b  that  gave  occaiion  to  the  memo- 
rial made  by.  the  court  of  Ruffta,  as 
Has  been  already  noticed. 

The  Spanilh  ambaflador  at  Lon- 
don did  not  represent  in  this  memo- 
rial at  that  time,  that  the  right  of 
Spain  to  thefe  coails  was  conforma- 
ble to  ancient  boundaries,  which 
had  been  guaranteed  by  England  at 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  deeming  it  to  be  un~ 
rieceflary ;.  as  orders  had  been  given, 
and  veffels  had  a&ually  been  feiz- 
ed  on  thbfe.  coails,  fo  far  back  as 
1692. 

The  anfwer  that  the  Englifh 
miniftry  gave,  on  the  36th  of  Fe- 
bruary, was,  that  they  had  not  as 
yet  been  informed  of  the  fads  Hated 
by  the  ambaflador,  and  that  the  aft 
of  'violence,  mentioned  in  his  me- 
morial, neceflarily  fufpended  any 
difcuflion  of  the  claims  therein,  till 
an  adequate  atonement  had  been 
made  for  a  proceeding  fo  injurious 
to  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  this  haughty  lan- 
guage of  the  Britifh  minifter,  he  far- 
ther added,  that  the  fhip  muft  in  the 
firft  place  be  reflored;  and  that  with 
refpeft  to  any  future  ftipulations,  it 
would  be,  jiejceflary  to  wait  for  a  more 
full  detail  of  all  the  circumftance* 
of  this  affair. 

The  harfh  and.  laconic  ftile  in 
which  this  anfwer  was  given,  made 
the  court  of  Madrid  fufped  that  the 
king  of  Great  Britain's  minifters 
were  forming  other  plans  5  and  they 
were  the  more  induced  to  think  fo» 
as  there  were  reports  that  they  were 
going  to  fit  out  two  fleets,  one  for. 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  other  fcr 
the  Baltic.  This  of  courfe  obliged 
6pain  to  increafe  the  fmall  fquadron 
fiie  was  getting  ready  to  exercife  her 
marine. 

The  court  of  Spain  then  ordered 
her  ambaflador  at  London  to  prefent 

a  memorial 
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a  memorial  to  the  Britifh  miniftry,  majefly  thought  he  had  an  indifputa- 
fetting  forth,  that  though  the  crown  ble  right  to  demand." 
of  Spain  had  an  indubitable  right  to  To  this  was  added  a  declaration 
the  continent,  iflanda,  harbours,  -not  to  enter  formally  into  the  matter 
and  coafh  of  that  part  of  the  world.  Until  a  fatisfattory  anfwer  was  co- 
founded  on  treaties  and  immemorial  tained ;  "  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
poffeffion,  yet  as  the  viceroy  of  Mex-  memorial  of  Spain  fhould  not  in* 
icohadreleafedthevefTels  that  were  dude  in  it  the  queftiori  of  right;" 
detained,  the  king  looked  upon  the  which  formed  a  mofl:  efTential  part 
affair  as  concluded,  without  enter-  of  the  difcuflion. 
ing  into  an)r  difptttes  or  difcufuons  The  Britifh  adminifhation  offer, 
on  the  undoubted  rights  of  Spain  ;  in  the  fame  anfwer*. to  take  the  moft 
and,  deiiring  to  give  a  proof  of  his  effectual  and  pacific  meafures,  that 
friendfhip  for  Great  Britain,  he  the  Englifh  fubjeds  mall  not  aft 
Ihould.  reft  fatisfied  jf  fhe  ordered  "  againft  the  juft  and  acknowledged 
that  her  fubje&s,  in  future,  refpe/fced  rights  of  Spain,  but  that  they*  can- 
thofe  rights.  not  at  prefent  accede  to  the  preten- 

As  if  Spain,  in  this  anfwer,  had  iions  of  abfolute  fovereignty,  com- 

laid  claim  to  the  empire  of  that  merce  and  navigation,  which  ap- 
ocean,  though   fhe  only  fpoke   of    peared  to  be  the  principal  objecl  of 

what  belonged  to  her  by  treaties,  the  memorials  of  the  ambaffador; 

and  as  if  it  had  been  fo  grievous  an  and  that  the  king  of  England  confi- 

offence  to  terminate  this  affair  by  ders  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  upon 

reftitution  of  the  only  veflel  which  him  to  protecl  his  fubjefts  in  the 

was  then  known  to  have  been  taken,  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  continu- 

it  excited  fuch  clamour  and  agitation  ing  tneir  fifhery  in  the  Pacific  Ocean." 

in  the  parliament  of  England,  that  If  this  pretenfion  is  found  to  tref- 

the  moll  vigorous  preparations  for.  pafs  upon  the  ancient  boundaries 

war  have   oeen  commenced;  and  laiddownin  the  reign  of  king  Charles 

thofe  powers  difinclined  to  peace  II.  and  guaranteed  by  England  in 

charge  Spain  with  defigns  contrary  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,    as    Spain 

(0  her  known  principles  of  honour  believes,  it  appears  that  that  court 

and  probity,  as  well  as  to  the  tran-  will  have  good  reafon  for  disputing 

quillity  of  Europe,  which  the  Spa-  and  oppofing  this  claim;  and  it  is  to 

nifh  monarch  and  his  rninifters  have  be  hoped  that  the  equity  of  the  Bri* 

always  had  in  view.                *  tifh  administration  will  fufpend  and 

While  England  was  employed  in  reftritt  it  accordingly, 

making  the  greatefl  armaments  and  In  confequence  of  the  foregoing 

preparations,  that  court  made  an-  anfwer,  the  charge  d'affaires  from  the 
fwer  to  thg  Spanifh  ambaffador  (up-  -  court  of  London  at  Madrid  infilled, 
on  the  5th  of  May)  that  the  a&s  of   in  a  memorial  of  the  16th  of  May, 

violence  committed  again  ft  the  Bri-  on  reftitution  of  the  veifcl  detained 

tifh  flag  "  rendered  it  neceflary  for  atNootka,  and  the  property  there- 

the  fovereign  to  charge  his  minifler  in  contained ;  of  an  indemnification 
at  Madrid,  to  renew  the  remon-  'for  thelofles  fuftained,  and  on  are- 

ftrances  (being  the  anfwer  of  Eng-  paration  proportioned  to  the  injury 

land  already  mentioned)  and  to  re-  done  to  the  Englifh  fobje&s  trading 

quire  that  fatisfaftion,  which  his  under  the  Britilh  flag,  and  that  they 

have 
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have  an  indifpu table  right  to  the  en- 
joyment of  a  free  and  uninterrupted 
navigation,  commerce,  and  iiihery ; 
and  to  the  poffeffion  of  fuch  eftablifh- 
jnents  as  they  fhould  form  with  the 
cohfent  of  the  natives  of  the  country, 
not  previouAy  occupied  by  any  of 
the  European  nations. 

An  explicit  and  prompt  anfwer 
was  defired  upon  this  head,  in  fuch 
terms  as  might  tend  to  calm  the 
anxieties,  ana  to  maintain  the  friend - 
fhip  fubfifting  between  the  two 
courts. 

The  charge  d'affaires  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
Spanifh  armaments  would  contribute 
to  tranquillity,  upon  the  terms  to  be 
communicated  by  the  Britilh  admi- 
nistration, an  anfwer  was  made  by 
the  Spanifh  adminiftratxon,  that  the 
king  was  fincerely  inclined  to  difarrn 
upon  the  principles  of  reciprocity, 
and  proportioned  to  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  two  courts ;  adding, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  was  actuated 
by  the  moft  pacific  intentions,  and  a 
defire  to  give  every  fatisfaclion  and 
indemnification,  if  juftice  was  not 
on  their  fide,  provided  England  did 
as  much  if  flie  was  found  to  be  in  the 
wrong. 

This  arifvver  muft  convince  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  that  the  condudl 
of  the  king  and  his  adminiflration  is 
confonant  to  the  invariable  princi- 
ples of  juftice,  truth,  and  peace. 

El  Conde  p£  Florida  Blanca. 


Mr.  ^itzherbert'/    Jn/hver  to  fke 
foregoing  Memorial, 

Sir,' 

IN  compliance  with  your  excel- 
lency's defire,  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  communicate  to  you,  in 
writing,  what  I  obferved  to  you  in 


the  converfation  we  had  tjie  day  be- 
fore yefterday.  .* 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  observa- 
tions are  briefly  thefe : 

.  The  court  of  London  is  animated 
with  the  moil  fine  ere  defiie  of  ter- 
minating the  difference  that  at  pre- 
fent  fubnfts  between  it  and  the  cpurt 
of  Madrid,  relative  to  the  port  of* 
Nootka,  and  the  adjacent  latitudes, 
by  a  friendly  negociation;'  but  as 
it  is  evident,  upon  the  cleareft  princi- 
ples of  juftice  and  reafon,  tl^at  an 
equal  negociation  cannot  be  opened, 
till  matters  are  put  in  their  original 
ftate,and  as  certain  acts  have  been 
committed  in  the  latitudes  in  cjuef- 
tion  by  veflels  belonging  to  the  royal 
marine  of  Spain,  againft  feveral 
Britifh  veflels,  without  any  reprifals 
having  bee*  made,  of  any  fart^  on 
the  part  of  Britain,  that  power  is 
perfectly  in  the  right  to  infift,  as 
a  preliminary  condition,  upon  a 
prompt  and  iuitable  reparation  for 
thefe  acts  of  violence ;  arid  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  principle,  the  prac- 
tice of  nations  has  limited  fuch  right 
of  reparation  to  three  articles,  viz. 
the  reflitution  of  the  veffels— a  full 
indemnification  for  theloffes  faftain- 
ed  by  the  parties  injured— and  final- 
ly, fatisfa&ion  to  the  fovereign  for 
the  infult  offered  to  his  flag.  So  that 
it  is  evident  that  the  adual  de- 
mands of  my  court,  far  from  con- 
taining any  thing  to  prejudice  the 
rights  or  the  Aignity  of  his  catho- 
lic majefty,  amount  to  tio  more  in 
fact,  than  what  is  conftantly  done  "by- 
Great  Britain  herfelf,  as  well  as  every 
other  maritimepower,  in  fimdlar  cir- 
curnflances.— Finally,  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  fatisfatftion  which  thp 
court  of  London  exafts  jon  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  on  Which  your  excel- 
lency appears  to  defire  fome  expla- 
nation, I  am  authojifed,  Sir,  to  af- 

fure 
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fare  you,  that  if  His  ^Catholic  ma- 
jefty  corffenfa  to  make 'a  declaration 
in  his  name,  bearing*  in  fubftance, 
tbat  he  had  determined  to  direr  to 
his  Britannic  inajefty  a  iuft  and  fuit- 
able  fatisfa&ioa  For  the  lnfult  offered 
to  his  flag — fuch  offer,  joined  to  a 
promife  of  making  reftitution  of  the 
veflels  captured,  and  to  indemnify 
the  proprietors,  under  the  conditi- 
ons fpecified  in  the  official  letter  of 
Mr.  Merry  oh  the  i'6th  of  May, 
will  be  regarded  by  his  Britannic 
majefty  as  conftituting  in  itfelf  the 
fatisfa&ion  demanded :  and  his  faid 
majefty  will  accept  of  ft  as  fuch  by  a 
coufcfcef*declaration  on  his  part*  I 
have  to  add>  that  as  it  appears  un- 
certain if  the  vefTels  the  North 
Weft,  an  American  veffel,  and  the 
Iphigenia,  had  truly*  a  right  tb  en- 
joy the  protection  of  the  B'ritifh 
flag,  the  king  will  >vith  ple'afufe 
confefrt  that  an  examination  of  this 
queftion,  as  well  as  that  relative  to 
tne juft  amount  of  the  loffes  fuftained 
by  his  fubje&s,  may  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  commiffioners  to 
Be  named  by  the  two  courts. 

Having  thus  recapitulated 'to  your 
excellency  the  heads  of  what  I  ob- 
fervedto  you  in  converfa'tion,  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  you  will  \yeigh  the  whole 
in  your  mind,  with  that  fpirit  of 
equity  and  moderation  which  cha- 
fafterifes  you,  that  I  may  be  in  a 
condition  of  /ending  to  my  court, 
as  foon  as  poflible,  a  iatisfa&ory  an- 
fwer  as  to  the  point  contaired  in  the 
official  paper  fent  to  Mr.  Merry  on 
the  4th  of  the  month,  and  which, 
for  the  reafons  1  have  mentioned, 
Cannot  bg  regarded  by  his  Britannic 
inajefty  "as  fulfilling  his  juft  expec- 
tations. / 

J-.have.the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

4>LL^YWE    FlTZHEREERT. 


The  Count  de  Florida  BlancaV  Reply 9 
June  18. 

YOU  will  pardon,  me,  fir,  that 
I  cannot  give  my  aflent  to  the 
principled  laid  down  in  your  fail 
letter;  as  SrJain  maintains,  on  the- 
moft  folid  grounds,  that  the  deten- 
tion of  the  veffels  was  made  in  a 
port,  upon  a  coaft,  or  in  a  bay  of 
Spanifh  America,  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  which  belonged  ex- 
clufively  to  Spain,  by  treaties  with 
all  nations,  even  England  hetfelf. 

The  principles  laid  down  cannot 
be  adapted  to  the  cafe.  The  veffels' 
detained  attempted  to  make  an  efta- 
blifhment  at  a  port  where  they  found. 
a  nation  acluallv  fettled,  the  %anifh 
commander  at  Nootka  having,  prer 
vious  to  ttoeir  detention,  made  the 
moft  amicable  reprefentations  to  the 
aggreffors  to  defifl  from  their  pur- 
pole. 

Your  excellency  wwl  alfo  permit 
me  to  lay  before  you,  that  it  is  not 
at  all  certain  that  the  veflers  detained 
navigated  under  the  Britifh  flag,  al- 
though they  were  Englifh  veffels-; 
there  having  been  reafon  to  believe 
that  they  navigated  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Fortuguefe  paflports,  rttr- 
niihed  therm  by  the  governor  of 
Macao  as  commercial  veffels,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  royal  marine. 
Your  excellency  will  *dd  to  thefe 
reafons,  that  by  the  reftitution  of 
thefe  veffels,  their  furniture  and  car- 
goes, or  their  value,  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  adopted  by  the  vice- 
roy of  Mexico,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  king,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  every  thing  is  p.'aced  in 
its  original  ftate,  the  object  your 
excellency  aims  at— nothing  remain- 
ing unfettled  but  the  indemnification 
of  loffes,    and    fatisfadion  for  the 

infulr, 
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infult,  which  (hall  alfo  be  regulated 
When  evidence  (hall  be  given  what 
infult  has  been  committed,  which 
hitherto  has  not  been  fufficiently 
explained. 

However,  that  a  quarrel  may  not 
atife  about  words,  and  that  two  na- 
tions friendly  to  each  other  may  not 
be  expofed  to  the  calamities  of  war,. 
I  have  to  inform  you,  fir,  by  order 
of  the  king,  that  his  majefty  con- 
sents to  make  the  declaration  which 
your  excellency  propofes  in  your 
letter,  and  will  offer  to  his  Britannic 
majefty  a  juft  and  fuitablc  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  infult  offered  to  the  ho- 
nour of  his  flag,  provided  that  to 
thefe  are  added  either  of  the  follow- 
ing explanations : 

1*  That  in  offering  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion,  the  infult  and  the  fatisfaction ' 
flxall  be.  fully  fettled  both  in  form 
and  fubftance  by  a  judgment  to  be 
pronounced  by  one  of  the  kings  of 
Europe,  whom  the  king  my  matter 
leaves  wholly  to  the  choice  of  his 
Britannic  majefty ;  for  it  is  fufficient 
to  the  Spanifh  monarch  that  a. 
crowned  head,  from  full  informa- 
tion of  the  fads,  fhall  decide  as  he 
thinks  juft. 

2.  That  in  offering  a  juft  and 
Suitable  fatisfa&ion,  care  fhall  be 
taken  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
negotiation  to  be  opened,  no  fads 
be  admitted  as  true  but  fuch  as  can 
be  fully  eftablifhed  by  Great  Bri- 
tain with  regard  to  the  infult  offered 
to  her  flag. 

3,  That  the  faid  fatisfadtion  fhall 
be  given  on  condition.that  no  infer- 
ence be  drawn  therefrom  to  afte& 
the  rights  ot  Spain,  nor  of  the  right 
of  exacting  from  Great  Britain  an 
equivalent  fatisfa&ion,  if  h  fhall  be 
found,  in  the  courfe  of  negociation, 
that  the  king  has  a  right  to  demand 
fatistaclion,  for  the  aggreffion  and 


ufurpation  made  on  the  Spanifh  ter- 
ritory, contrary  to  Fubfifting  treaties, 
Your  excellency  will  be  pleafed 
to  make  choice  of  either  of  thefe 
three  explanations  to  the  dectira* 
tion  your  excellency-propofes,  oraO 
the  three  together,-*— and  to, point 
out  any  difficulty  that  occurs  to  you, 
that  it  may  be  obviated ;— -or  any 
other  mode  that  may  tend  to  pro* 
mote  the  peace  which  we  defire  to 
eftablifh.  •  •' 

1  have  the  honour  to  j>e,  &c 
El  Conde  de  Florida  Blanca, 


••1 


rrr* 

Declaration  and  .Counter  Dtclmimh 
exchanged  nt  Madrid,  the  24/6 
July,  1790. 

DECLARATION. 

HI  S  Britannic  majefty  having 
complained  of  the  capture  ofcer- 
tain  veflels  belonging  to  hisfubjedi 
in  the  port  of  Nootka,  fituated  on  the 
north-weft  coaft  of  America,  by  an 
officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  lung; 
the  under-figned  counfellor  aid 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate  to  hit 
majefty,  being  thereto  duly  autho- 
rised, declares,  in  the  name  and  bf- 
the  order  of  his  faid  majefty,  that  be 
is  willing  to  give  fatisfacTion  to  his 
Britannic  majefty  for  the  injury  of 
which  he  has  complained ;  folly  per- 
fuaded  that  his  faid  Britannic  ma- 
jefty would  act  in  the  fame  manner 
towards  the  king,  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances;  and  his  majefty  furthei 
engages  to  make  full  reftitution  oi 
all  the  Britifh  veffels  which  wefl 
captured  at  Nootka,  and  to  indefl* 
nify  the  parties  interefted  in  tho* 
veflels,  for  the  loftes  which  the 
fhall  have  fuftained,  as  foon  as  tl 
amount  thereof  fhall  have  been  * 
certained. 

It  being  underftood  that  this  d 
claration  is  not  to  preclude  or  pr 

judi 
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jtidice  the  ulterior  difcuffion  of  any 
right  which  his  majefty  msry  claim 
to  form  an  exclufivc  eftabhfhment 
at  the  .port  of  Nootka. 
In  witncfs  whereof  I  have  figned 
this  declaration,  and  fealed  it 
with  the  feai  of  my  arms.   At 
Madrid,  the  24th  of  July,  1 79a. 
(L.  S.)     Signed 
LeCos*tb  &b  Florida  Blanca.  ' 

COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

HIS   Catholic  majefty   having 
declared  that  he  was  willing  to  give 
(atisfa&ion  for  the  injury  done  to 
the  king,  by  the  capture  of  certain 
veftels  belonging  to  his  fubjecls,  in 
the  bay  of  Nootka;  and  the-count  de 
Florida.   Blanca  having   figned,  in 
the  name  and  by  the  order  of  his 
Catholic  majefty,  a  declaration  id 
this  effect;  and  by  which  his  faid 
majefty  like  wife  engages  to  make 
full  reftitution  of  the  ve&ls  (o  cap- 
tured, and  to  indemnify  the  parties 
interefted  in  thofe  veflels  for  the 
iofles  they  (hall  have  faftained;  the 
tmderfigmed  ambanadoF%  extraordi- 
nary and  plenipotentiary  of  his  ma- 
jefty to  the  Catholic  king,  being 
thereto  duly  and  exprefsly  autho- 
rifed,  accepts  the  faid  declaration 
in  the  name  of  the  king ;  and  de- 
clares that  his  majefty  will  confider 
this  declaration,  together  with  the 
performance  of  the  engagements 
contained  therein,,  as  a  full  and  en- 
tire fatisfa&ion  for  the  injury  of 
which  his  majefty  has  complained. 

The  underfigned  declares,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  is  to  be  under  - 
Hood,  that  neither  the  faid  declara- 
tion ftgned  by  cpnnt  Florida  Blanca, 
nor  the  acceptance  thereof  by  the 
underiigned,  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  is  to  preclude  or  prejudice,  in 
any  retpeSt,  the  right  wfyich  Jlis  ma- 


jefty may  claim  to  any  eftablimment 
which  his  fubjecls  may  have  form- 
ed, or  mould  be  defirous  of  form- 
ing  in  future,  at  the  faid  bay  of 
Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  h^ve  figned 
this  counter-declaration,  and 
fealed  it  with  the  feal  of  rnj 
arms.   At  Madrid,  the  24th  of 

July*  179°- 
(L.  S.)      Signed 

AhLEYUE    FlTZHEllltT, 


Letter  from  Count  de  Fernan  Nunc* 
to  M.  de  Montmorin,  Secretary  jf 
the  Foreign  Department  of  France, 


Sir,  Paris,  June  i6f  2  790. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  addrefi 
you  with  this,  a  faithful  extract 
of  all  the  transactions  which  have  hi- 
therto patted  between  my  court  and 
that  of  London,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  detention  of  two  Englifti  veiTels, 
which  were  feized  in  the  bay  of  St. 
Lawrence,  or  Nootka,  fituated  ta 
the  50th  degree  to  the  north  of  Ca- 
lifornia, and  which  were  afterwards 
.  taken  to  the  port  of  St.  Blasj 
You  will  obferve  by  this  relation, 
1.  That  by  the  treaties,  demar- 
cations, takings   of  pofleJCon,  and 
the  moft  decided  ads  of  fovereagnr/ 
exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  thete 
ftations,  from  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  and  authorised  by  that  monarch 
in  1692,  the,  original  vouchers  far 
which  ihall  be  brought  forward  in 
thecourfe  of  the  negotiation,  all  the 
coaft  to  the  north  of  the  Weftera 
America,  on  the  fide  of  the.  South 
Sea,  as  far  as  beyond  what  is  called 
Prince  William's  Sound,  which  is 
in  the  fixty-firft  degree,  is  acknow- 
ledged  to   belong    exclufively    to 
Spain. 

2.  That  the 1  court  of  Ruffia-hav- 
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ing  been  informed  of  this  extent  of 
cur  boundary,  afTured  the  king,  my 
mailer,  without  the  leaft  delay,  of 
the  purity  of  its  intentions  in  this 
refpett,  and  added,  "  That  it  was 
extremely  forry  that  the  repeated 
orders  iffued  to  prevent  the  fubjc&s 
of  Ruflia  from  violating,  in  the 
fmalleft  degree,  the  territory  be- 
longing to  another  power,  mould 
have  been  difobeyed." 

3.  That  the  ftate  of  the  pofTef- 
fions  and  excluiive  commerce  on  the 
fea  coaft  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  as 
it  exifted  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
had  been  acknowledged  and  defined 
anew  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  more  particularly  by  England, 
in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht. 

4.  That  notwith (landing  the  jufl 
title  he  has  to  a  prefer vation  of 
his  ancient  rights,  the  king  my  maf- 
ter  has  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  who,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  general  orders  and 
inftrudlions  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace  with  every  power,  took  upon 
himfelf  to  relcafe  the  vefiels  feized 
in  the  port  of  Nootka,  upon  a  fup- 

.  pofition  that  the  conducl:  of  their 
captains  was  a  confequence  of  their 
total  ignorance  with  fefpeft  to  the 
legitimacy  of  the  rights  of  Spain  on 
•thofe  coafts. 

It  is  in  confequence  of  the  defire 
of  his  Catholic  majefty  to  preferve 
peace  to  himfelf,  and  to  eftabliih 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
that  he  -has  taken  the  fteps  you  will 
obferve  in  the  faid  extrad,  and  that 
he  has  commenced  an  amicable  and 
direft  negotiation  with  England, 
which  he  will  finifh  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert,  jhe  new  ambaflador  fent 
from  that  court  to  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid. We  are  in  hopes  that  the  con- 
fluences of  this  negotiation  will  be 
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favourable ;  fcuf,  at  the  fajne  time, 
we  muft  employ  all  the  necetfarf 
means  to  .make  it  fo. 

An  immediate  ar\d  exa£t  accog- 
^  pliihment  of  the  treaty  figned  at  Pi* 
*-ris,the  i$thof  Auguft  1 761,  under 
the  title  of  the  family  Compact,  be- 
comes an  indifpanfable  prelwinary 
to  a  fuccefsful  negotiation.    Jt  is  in 
confequence  of  the  abfolute  jKcefltar 
which  Spain  finds  of  having  recourle    , 
to  the  fuccour  of  France,  that  fjifc   1 
king,  my  mafter,  orders  me  to  de-     1 
.mand  exprefsly  what  France  can  do 
in  theprefent  circumftances  to-affift    ,! 
Spain,  acco  ding  to  the  mutual  jm- 
gagements  ftipulated  by  the  treaties. 
His  Catholic  majefty  defires  that  the 
armaments,  as  well  as  other  proper 
maafui.es  to  fulfil  and  realize  chefe 
facred  engagements,  be  immediately 
put  in  execution.  He  charges  ineto     , 
add  farther,  that  the  prefent  .ftate  of 
this  unforefeen   bulinefs  requires  a 
very  fpeedy  determination,  and  that 
the   meafures  which  the   court  d 
F ranee  fhall  take  for  his  afliftance, 
mail  be  fo  active,  fo  clear,  and  fc 
pofitive,  as   to  prevent  even  the 
fmalleft  ground  for  fufpicion.  Other- 
wife  his  moil  Chriftian  majefty  nu# 
not  be  furprifed  that  Spain  fhoold 
feek  other  friends  and  different  allies 
among  all  the  powers  of  Europe,    ■ 
r  without  excepting  any.  one,  npo° 
whofe  afliftance  me  can  rely  in-cafe 
of  need.  The  ties  of  blood  and  p«r- 
fonal  friendfhip  which  unite  our  two 
fovereigns,  and  particularly  the  re- 
ciprocal intereft  which   exifts  be- 
tween two  nations  united  by  n** 
tun%  fhall  be  refpeftcd  in  all  fl** 
arrangements,  as   far  as    circttB1" 
ftances  wil!  permit. 

This,  fir,  is  the  pofitive  dem** 
which  I  am  obliged  to  raake,.ai»  ij} 
confequence  ©f  which  I  hope  hisT*** 

Chriftian  majefty  willjmflpdiaftty 

'tak* 
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lake  fuch  jxieafnres  as  (hall  feem 
moll  fukable,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
stances, to  fatisfy  my  matter,  in  an 
object,  fo  interesting  and  important 
to  the  preservation  of  his  legal 
.  rights,  and  the  honour  of  his  na- 
.  tipn. 

I  have  the  honqur  to  be,  Sec. 
ElCondb  deFe&nanNunbk. 


ten 

king  fhall  be  prayed  to  give  orders, 
that  the  French  marine  force  in  com- 
miffion  (hall  be  increafed  to  forty- 
five  (hips  of  the  line,  with  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  frigates,  and  other 
veiTels. 


^Decree  4f  *tj*  National  4ffimbty  rf 
France,  on  the.  Family  Camp  aft. 

TH  E  national  aflembly .  deli- 
berating on  the  formal  pro- 
portion of  the  king,  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  mimfter,  "dated  the 
ill  of  Auguft, 

Decree,  That  the  king  be  fuppli- 
cated  to  make  known  to  his  Catho- 
lic tnajefty,  that  the  French  nation, 
in  taking  all  prqper  meafures  to 
maintain  .peace,  will  obferve  the 
defenfive  and  commercial  engage- 
ments which  the  French  govern- 
ment have  previously  contracted 
with  Spain. 

They  further  decree,  that  his  ma- 
jelly  fhall  be  requefted  immediately 
to  charge  his  ambailador  in  Spain  to 
negotiate  with  the  minifter  of  his 
Catholic  majeuy  to  the  eiFect  of  pert- 
.petoating  and  renewing,  W  a  na- 
tional treaty,  the  ties.fo  ufefii)  to  the 
,  two ,  nations,  and  to  fix  with  pre- 
cifion  and  clear nefs  .every  ftipulation 
which  mall  be  ftri&ly  conformable 
to  the  views  of  .general  peace,  and 
to  the  .principles  of  juftice,  which 
..will  be  forever  the  ^policy  of  the 
French. 

•The  'national  aficmbly  farther 
taking  into  consideration  the  arma- 
ments ,  of  the  different  nations  df 
Europe-— fheir  prqgreffive  increafe, 
andthe- fajfety  of  tjje  French  colo- 
nies and  commerce,  decree,  tliat  the. 


Convention  between  his  B  ritannk  Ma- 
jejly  and  the  king  of  Spain ;  figned 
at  the  Efcurial,/£*  z%th  o/Qftober* 

1790.-   * 

THEIR  Britannic  and  Catho- 
lic majefties  being  delirous 
of  terminating,  by  a  fpeedy  and  £0- 
lid  agreement,  the  differences  which 
have  lately  arifen  between  the  two 
crowns,  have  adjudged  that  the  beVt 
way  of  attaining  this  falutaryobjecl 
would  be  that  of  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement, which,  fctting  aiide  all 
retrofpectivc  difcuflion  of/the  rights 
and  pretenfions  of  the  two  parties, 

•  mould  fix  their  refpe&ive"  fituation 
.  for  the  future  on  a  bafis  conform- 
able to  their  true  interefts,  as  well 
as  to  the  mutual  delire  with  which 
their  (aid  majelHes  are  animated,  of 
eitabliihing  with  each  other,  in  everv 
thing  and  in'  all  places,  the  moil: 
perfect  friendfhip,  harmony,  anjd 
good  correlpondence.  In  this  view, 
they  have  named  and  conflituted 
for  their  plenipotentiaries ;  to  wit, 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  majefly, 
Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  efxj.  bne  of  his/ 

*  (aid  rnajcity's  privy  council  In  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  ambif-* 
fador  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary, to  his  Catholic  majeily; 
and,  on  the  part  of  his  Catho- 
lic   majefty,    Don    Jofeph    Mqni- 

:.no,  count  of  Florida  Blanca,  knight 
grand  crofs  of  the  royal  Spanifli 
order  of  Charles  HI.  cauncellor  of 
(late  toy  his  faid  majefly,  and  hjs 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  "of 

the 
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the  difpatches ;  who,  after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
refpeftive  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles : 

Art,  I.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
buildings  and  traces  of  land,  fit ua ted 
on  the  north-weft  coaft  of  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America,  or  on 
iflands  adjacent  to  that  continent, 
of*  which  the  fubje&s  of  his  Britan- 
nic majefty  were  difpofTefled,  about 
the  month  of  April  1789,  by  a  Spa- 
nish officer,  (hall  be  reitored  to  the 
faid  Britifn  fubje&s. 

Art.  II.  And  further,  that  a  juft 
reparation  fhall  be  made,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  for  all  a&s 
of  violence  or  hoftility,  which  may 
have  been  committed  fubfequent  to 
the  month  of  April  1789,  by  the 
fubje&s  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  againft  the  fubje&s  pf  the 
other;  and  that,N  in  cafe  any  of  the 
laid  refpe&ive  fubje&s  (hall,  fince 
the  fame  period,  have  been  forcibly 
difpoflefled  of  their  lands,  buildings/ 
veflels,  merchandife,  and  other  pro- 
perty whatever,  on  the  faid  conti- 
nent, or  on  the  feas  or  iflands  adja- 
cent, they  fhall  be  re-eftablifhed  in 
the  pofleflion  thereof,  or  a  juft  com- 
pensation fhall  be  made  to  them  for 
tlie  lofTes  which  they  have  fuftained* 

Art.  III.  And  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  the  bonds  of  friendfhip, 
and  to  preferve  in  future  a  perfect 
harmony  and  good  underftanding 
between^  the  two  contracting  parties, 
it  is  agreed,  that  their  refpecuve  fub- 
jecls  malt  not  be  disturbed  or  mo- 
lefted,  either  in  navigating  or  car- 
rying on  their  fifheries  in  the  Pacific 
Qcean,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  or  in 
landing  on  the  coafts  of  thofe  feas, 
in  places  not  already  occupied,  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  their 
commerce  with  the  natives  of  the 
country,  or  of  making  fettlements 


\ 


there ;  the  whole  fubjed,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  the  reftridUons  and  provi- 
fionsfpecified  in  the  three  following 
articles : 

Art.  IV.  His  Britannic  majefty 
engages  to  take  the  moft  effectual 
meafures  to  prevent  the  navigation 
and  fifhery  of  his  fubje&s  in  the  Pa* 
cific  Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas, 
from  being  made  a  pretext  for  illicit 
trade  with  the  Spanifh  fettlements; 
and,  with  this  view,  it  is  moreover 
exprefsly  ftipulated,  that  Britifhfub- 
jecls  fhall  not  navigate,  or  carry  oa 
their  fifhery  in  the  faid  feas,  within 
the  fpace  often  fea  leagues  from  any 
part  of  the  coafts  already  occupied 
by  Spain. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  as  well 
in  the  places  which  are  to  be  refbred 
to  the  Britifh  fubje6b,#by  vuWof 
the  fir  ft  article,  as  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  north-weftern  coafts  of  North 
America,  or  of  the  iflands  adjacent,  m> 
fituate  to  the  north  of  the  parts  of 
the  faid  coaft  already  occupied  bf 
Spain,  wherever  the  fubje&s  of  ci- 
ther of  the  two  powers  fhall  have 
made  fettlements  fince  the  month  of 
April  1789,  or  fhall  hereafter  make 
any,  the  f  ubjecls  of  the  other  fhall 
have  free  accefs,  and  fhall  carry  on 
their  trade  without  any  difturbanoi 
or  moleftation. 

Art.  VI.  It  is  further  agreed,  with  ' 
refpect  to  the  eaftern  and  wefferri 
coafts  of  South  America,  and  to  the 
iflands  adjacent,  that  no  fcttlenxnt 
fhall  be  formed  hereafter,  by  the 
refpecHve  fubje&s,  in  fnch  part  of 
thofe  coafts  as  are  fltuated  to  the 
fouth  of  thofe  parts  of  the  fame 
coafts,  and  of  the  iflands  adjacent, 
which  are  already  occupied  by  S]Jain> 
provided  that  the  faid  refpe&ive  fob- 
je&s  fhall  retain  the  liberty  of  land* 
ing  on  the  coafts  and  iflands  fo  ntu* 
ated,  for  the  purpofes  of  their  fifhery* 
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tfid'bf  erefting  thereon  huts,  and    or,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
other  temporary  buildings,  ferving    city  of  London,  in  common  council 


only  for  thofe  purpofes.    i 

Art.  VII.  In  all  cafes  of  com- 
plaint, or  infraction  of  the  articles 
of  the  prefent  convention,  the  oflu 
cers  of  either  party,  without  per- 
mitting themfelves  "previoufly  to 
commit  any  violence  Or  aft  of  force, 
ihall  be  bound  to  make  an  exad  re- 
port of  the  affair,  and,of  its  circum- 
stances, to  their  refpedlive  courts, 
yho  will  terminate  iuch  differences 
in  an  amicable 'manner. 


ftffembled,  approach  your  majeflv 
with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  upon 
the  agreeable  profpett  of  a  continu- 
ance of  eftablifhed  peace  by  the 
convention  with  Spain* 

Deeply  affe&ed  with  the  injuriei 
fuftained  by  ourfellow-fubjetts  front 
that  nation,  we  concurred  in  the 

feneral  fentiments  of  the  whole 
ingdom,  expreffed  by  the  two 
houies  of  parliament,  on  receiving 
your  majeity's  mod  gracious  mei- 


Art.  VI JI.  The  prefent  conven-  4age  in  the  laft  feffion ;  and  we  be- 

tion  (hall  "be  ratified  and  confirmed  held  with  confidence  the  vigorous 

in  the  {pace  of  fix  weeks,*  to  be  meafures  whi^h  were  adopted  to 

xomputed  from  the  day  of  its  figna-  gain  full  fatisfa&ion  for  the  injuries 

ture,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done.  .  done,  and  tQ  maintain  the  honour 

Jnwitnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under-  and  dignity  of  the  Britifh  empire  j 

figned  plenipotentiaries  of  their  Bri-  to  which  meafures,  and  to  your  n\a- 

tannic  and  Catholic  majefUes,  have,  jefty's  paternal  regard  for  the  inte- 

in  their  names,  and  in  virtue  of  our  refts  of  your^eopte,  next  to  Divine 


refpe&ive  full  powers,  figned  the 
prefent  convention,  and-  fet  thereto 
the  feals.  of  our  arms. 
Done  at  the  palace  of  St.  Laurefece, 
the  28th  of  O&ober,  1790. 


Providence,  we  thankfully  afcrihe 
the  happy  iffue  of  the  late  difagree- 
ments. 

Your  majefty's  faithful  citizens  of 
London  are*  too  well  convinced  of 


Blanca. 


(L.S.)  Alleyne  FitzherbSht.  .  the  faliitary  confequences  of  conti- 
(L.S.)     El  Conde  be  Florida     nued  peace,  to  delay  their  congra- 
tulations   upon    the    reconciliation 
with   Spain;  for,   notwithftanding 
they  have  eve?  manifefted  their  rea- 
Mdrefs  of  the  lord  Mayor,  Alder-    dinefs  to  bear  a  proportion  of  bur-, 
men,  and  Commons  of  the  City  4f    thens  created  by  the  profecution  of 
London,  on  the  Convention  with    *  Juft  vvar>  thcy.  cannot  >ut  mo{t 


*m*mmm 


Spainj  prtjenud  Nov,  %fy* 

T6  the  King's  Moil  Excellent 
Majefly, 

*The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
JWayor,  Aldermen>  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Council  aflemble4. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

W£  your  majefty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjccto,thc  tod  m*yT 
Yo».  XXXlk 


ardently  rejoice  at  the  termination 
of  pending  hoflilities,  at  a  time 
when  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  is  an  objedt  of  importance  to 
^rour  people. 

Deign,  fire,  to  accept  our  molt 
tordial  willies,  that  your  majefty'd 
reign  may  lonjg  continue  in  peace 
and  prbfperity  over  a  grateful  and 
affectionate  people. 

His  Majejtys  Anfwer*       ' 

l  RECEIVE  with  great  pleafur* 
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the  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  of  the 
city  of  London :  the  prote&ion  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  my 
fubje&s  is  a  principal  objeft  of  my 
attention ;  and  I  am  confident  that 
I  may  always  expecl  their  unanimous* 
fupport  in  luch  meafares  as  may  be 
neceflary  for  that  purpofe.  It  af- 
fords me  the  higheil  (atisfadtion  to 
reflect,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
this  object  has  been  obtained  with- 
out difturbing  the  public  tranquillity, 
'  Which  is  productive  of  fuch  g reat  and 
increafing  advantages  to  my  people. 


Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  between  the 
King  cf  Sweden  and  the  Emprefs 
ff  all  the  Ruflias,  Augujl  1 1. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity ! 

HI S  majefty  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, and  her  majefty  the  em- 
prefs of  all  the  Ruflias,  equally  defi- 
rous  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
which  had  unhappily  broke  out  be- 
tween them,  and  to  re-eftablim  the 
friendftiip,     harmony,    and     good 
neighbourhood,  which  have    long 
fubfifted  between    their  refpedive 
ftates  and  countries,  have  reciprocal- 
ly communicated  to  each  other  their 
pacific  intentions,  and  with  a  view  to 
realize  them,  they  have  appointed 
and  authorized,  viz.  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Sweden,  the  fieur  Guftavus 
d'Armfelt,  baron  of  Vorentatha,  Sec. 
&c.  and  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of 
all  trie  Kuffias,  the  fieur  Otho  Henry 
d'Igelftrorq,  lieutenant-general    of 
her  armies,  Sec.  &c.  who,after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their  fall 
powers,  and. found  them  duly  autho- 
rifed,  and  in  proper  form,  and  hav- 
ing mutually  exchanged  them,  have 
agreed  oil  tne  following  articles ; 

Art.  I.  There  (hall  be  hencefor- 
ward between  his  majefty  the  king 


of  Sweden,  and  his  eftates,  countries, 
and  nations  on  one  part,  and  her 
majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias, 
and  her  eftates,  countries  and  na- 
tions, on  the  other,  perpetual  peace, 
good  neighbourhood,   and  perfect, 
tranquillity,  both  by  fea  and  land; 
and  confequendy,  the  moft  fpeedy 
orders  for  the  cefiation  of  hoftilitie*' 
(ha)l  be  given  by  each  party.  What- 
ever is  paft  ihall  be  forgotten :  at- 
tention will  only  be  paid  to  the  re- 
eftabliihment  of  that  harmony  and 
mutual  good-will,  which  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  prefent  war. 

Art.  II.  The  limits  and  frontiers 
ihall,  on  each  fide,  continue  as  they 
.  were  before  the  rupture,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  war. 

Art,  III.  Therefore  all  the  coun- 
.  tries,  provinces,  or  places  whatever* 
which  have  been  taken  or  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  ihall  be  evacuated 
as  fpeedily  as  podible,  or  14  days 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifies* 
( tion  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  All  prifoners  of  war,  or 
.ethers,  who,  not  bearing  arms,  have 
been  taken  by  either  of  the  bellige- 
rent parties  during,  the  courfe  of 
hoftilities,  (hall  be  let  at  liberty  by 
each  party  without  ranfom ;  and  they 
ihall'  bp  permitted  tor  return  home 
without  any  indemnification  being; 
required  by  either  party  for  their 
maintenance,  but  they  ihall  be  ob- 
liged to  pay  the  debts  which  they 
have  contracted  with  individuals  of 
each  refpec"tive  ftate. 

Art.  V..  And,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  giving  the  leaft  occafion  fox  a  mi£- 
underftanding  at  fea  between  the 
contracting  parties,itis  ftipulated  and 
agreed,  that  whenever  one  or  more 
Swedifh  men  of  war,  whether  (mall 
or  great,  ihall  pafs  by  the  forts  of 
,'  her  Imperial  majefty,  they  ihall  be 

obliged 


t » 


:* 
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obliged  to  give  a  falute  int.  the 
§wedifh  manner;  which  {hall  be 
Immediately  anfwered  by  a  falute 
in  the  Ruffian  mode.  The  fame 
(ball  be  obferved  by  Ruffian  men 
of  war,  whether  one  or  more;  they 
ihall  be  obliged  to  falute  before  the 
forts  of  his  Swediflr  majefty,  and 
they  fliall  be  anfweredby  a  Swediih 
falute, 

*  In  the  me'an  time,  the  high,  con- 
tratting  parties  (hall  order,  as  fpeqd- 
ily  as  poffible,  a  particular  conven- 
tion to  be  made,  in  which  the  mode 
of  fainting  between  Swediih-  a/id 
Ruffian  fhips  lhall  be  eftablifhed, 
whether  at  fea;  hi  port,  or  wherever 
they  may  chance  to  meet. 

Till  then,'  in  order  to  ^prevent 
iniftakes  in  the  above  cafe,  Slips  of 
war  belonging  to.  ejither  party  mail 
not  faliite  eacfi  other. 

Art.'  VI.  Her  Imperial  majefty  of 
all  the  Ruffias  has  alfo  agreed,  that 
Jus  Swedifh  majefty  (hall  be  at  li- 
berty to  buy.  every  year,  corn  to. 
the  amount  of  50,600  roubles,  in, 
the  ports  of  the  Gulph  of  Finland 
and  of  the  Baltic  fea,  provided  i% 
he  proved,  that,  it  is  for  the  ufe  of 
his  Swedi(h  majefty,  or  for  the  ufe 
of  fome  of  his  fubjects  duly  autho- 
rized by  his  majefty,  without  dues 
or  charges,  and  to  export  it  freely 
into  Sweden.  In  this>  however; 
barren  years  (hall  not  be  included, . 
foor  fuch  years  in  which,  for  fome 
jmportant  reafons,  her  Imperial  ma- 
jefty may  fee  induced  to  forbid  the 
Exportation  of  grain  to  rany  nation 
whatever.  < 

Art.  VII;  As  the  eagernefs  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  for  the 
fpeedy  termination  of  thofe  evils 
with  which  their  refpective  fubjects 
have  been  afflicted  in  confequehce 
of  war  does  not  allow  them  tiin$ 
for  the  regulation  of  many  points 
aM  objects  tending  to  eftabliih  firmly 


a  good  neighbourhood  and  perfect 
tranquillity  of  the  frontiers,  they 
agree,  and.  mutually  promife  to  pay 
attention  to  thofe  points  and  objects* 
and  to  difcuis  and  regulate  them 
amicably  by  means  of  ambafladors, 
©r  plenipotentiary  minifters,  whom* 
they  (hall  appoint  immediately  after1 
the  cpnclufion  of  the  prefent  treaty 
of  peace. 

Art.  VIII,  The  ratification*  of 
the  prefent  treaty  of  peace  (hall  bo 
exchanged  within  the  fpace  of  fix 
days,  or  (boner  if  poffible. 
.  In  teftimony  whereof,  we  haYd 
(igned  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace* 
1  and  fealed  it  with  our  arms. 

Dqne  ih  the  plain  of  Vercle,  nea* 
the  river  Kymene,  between  the 
advanced  pofts  of  each  campi 
the  iithbf  Auguft,  1790. 

GuSTAVtJS      MAtfR.fi,     BAROK 

£)*\Armfelt\        ,  .      . 
Otho,  Baron  DTgklstrobi- 


Speech  \>f  John  Earl  *f  WettittOfr- 
land,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland* 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
Jan. '21.   . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,;      tT. 

TH  E  king  having*  been  gra** 
cioufly  pleafed  to  place  mo 
in  the  government  of  this^  kingdom j 
I  have  his  majefty's  commands  to 
meet  you  in  parliament ;  and  it  af> 
lords  me  peculiar  fatisfadtion  that 
I  enter  upon  die  difcharge  of  this 
mo(i  important  truft,  at  a  period* 
<when  this  country,  in  common  witfy 
the  reft  of  his  majefty's  dominions, 
is  in  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  t"h« 
^leffings  of  peace,  and  of  the  in* 
-eftimable  advantages  arifing  from 
our  free  con  ftitution.  . 

This  happy  fituation   will   tu> 
[  If  2  ]  l   "        doubted!/ 


der  my  fervices  acceptable  to  nry' 
fovereign>  or  to  enfure  your  favour- 
able opinion  and  confidence* 
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doubtedly  encourage  you  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
government,  and  to  adhere  to  that 
wife  fyftem  of  policy  which  has  , 
eftabliftied  the  credit,  the  induftry/ 
and  the  profperity  of.  your  country 
npon  a  firm  and  Heady  foundation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

1  have  ordered  the  national  ac- 
counts to  be  laid  before  you,  and  I 
truft  you  will  make  fuch  proviiiohs 
*s  (hall  be  neceflary  for  the  exigent 
cies  of  the.  ftate,  and  the  honourable 
fcpport  of  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
-  Your  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  this 
country  will  naturally  direct  your 
attention  to  whatever  can  increafe 
the  wealth  and  extend  the  induftry 
of  Ireland;  her  agriculture  and 
linen  manufacture  will  claim  your 
efpecial  care ;  and  the  inftitutions 
of  the  charter  and  other  proteftant 
ichoolsy  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  re* 
ceive  from  you  that  confideration 
whkh  the.  interefts  of  religion  and 
the  good  education  of  youth  pecu- 
liarly demand.  I  earneftly  recom- 
mend to  your  attention  the  improv- 
ing and  continuing  fuch  la,ws  as  ex- 
perience hath  fhewn  to  be  of  na- 
tional benefit,  and  I  have  the  king's, 
commands  to  allure  you  that  fuch 
ineafures  as  may  contribute  to  that 
end  will  meet  with  his  majefty's 
jnoft  gracious  concurrence. 

Impreffed  with  the  deep  fenfe  'of 
the  d&inguitfied  honour  which  his 
majefty  has  conferred  upon  me  by 
my  appointment  to  this  arduous  fi* 
tuation,  I  (hall  endeavour  with  the 
utmoft  zeal  and  attention  to  pro- 
mote the  happinefs  and  welfare  of 
Ireland ;  fully  fenfibie  that  I  can- 
|u>i  otheWife  hope,  either  to  iten- 


On  the  Addrtfs  t&  bis  Majefty  being 
pre/ented  to  tbe  Lords*  Lord  Port- 
arlington  moved  the  following* 
Amendment:  u  To  kg  before  his 
'♦  Majefty  tbeapprebenfions  this  Houfe 
"  entertains  of  Minifterial  Influence  % 
M  and  its  hope,  that  his  Majefty  will 
*  remove  them,  4y  abolijhing  Eft  A'. 
**  blijhments  Jo  unneceftary,  burtben- 
aJbme9  and  alarming,  &c"— which 
being  rcjeftedt  the  following  P?*- 
teft  was  entered: 

DISSENTIENT. 

BECAUSE  w*e  conceive  it  Co 
be  the  peculiar  duty  of  the 
peers  of  thj»  realm,  as  hereditary 
guardians'  of  the  conftitution,  ana 
counfellors  of  the  crown,  diligently 
and  unremittingly  to  watch  over  the. 
proceedings  or  adminiftration,  and 
to  feize  on  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
informing  their  fovereign,  by  hum- 
ble addrefs,  of  every  attempt  winch 
fliall  appear  to  them  of  a  tendency 
to  injure  his  fubje&s  of  Ireland  ia 
their  liberties,  privileges,  or  proper? 
ties,  either  by  a&s  of  ftate,  danger- 
ous to  freedom,  or  by  an  inordi- 
nate expenditure  of  the  public  trea- 
sure, especially  when  fuch  profu- 
r  Son   is    manjieftly  meant  for  the 
*  attainment  01  the  worlr.  of  purpofes, 
an  undue  and  un constitutional  in- 
Auence  in  parliament ; '  a  duty  which 
is  rendered  in  us  {till  "more  indiC- 
penfable;  inafmuch.  as  we  are,  from 
our '  fituation, '  denied  the  honour* 
happinefs,  and  high  advantage  of 
his  majefty's  royal  prefence,  and 
cenfequent  paternal  inipe&ion. 

Becaufe  we  conceive  that  the  pre- 
fcnt  occafioa  peculiarly  and  indif- 

penfaUjf 
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pen/ably,  demands  our  performance  3<Uy»  That  a  policy  fo  venal  and 

of  the.  above-mentioned  duty  from  deitru&ive,  eftabiifhed  on  principles 

the  following  caufes :                      "  both  of  coercion  and  corruption* 

"iff,  That  we  cannot  doubt  of  the  mull  in  this  country,  if  fuffered  to 

purpofes  to  which  the  new  meafures  take  root,  by  the  word  means,  ren- 

referred  to  in  the  amendment  were  der  any  miniiler  completely  abfo- 

adapted,   inafmuch    as   they   took  lute,  inafmuch  as    by  creating  on 

place  at  a  critical  time,  when  the  every  occasion,  fuch  as  his  own  folly 

.fliinifters  of  the  crown  in  Ireland  and  prefumption  may  fuggeft,  place* 

were  making  extraordinary,  public,  and  peufions,  and  annual  gratifica- 

and  indecent  efforts  to  procure  a  ma-  tions  with  names  annexed,  he  muft 

jority  in  parliament ;  and  inafmuch  in  the  end  totally  defljoy  the  balance 

as  the  new  charges  on  the  eftablifii-  of  the  constitution,  and  jnake  the 

merit  have  been  diftributed  to  mem-  two  houfes  of  parliament  his  repre* 

bers  of  parliament,  or  to  their  im-  fentatives  only,  not  the  rep refenta-* 

mediate  connexions,  and  this  too  at  tives  of  their  own  honour,  or  of  the 

a  critical  conjuncture,  when  the  idea  people;  to  which  important  confide- 

of  combating  an  oppofition  to  the  ration  may  be  added,  that  a  policy 

will  of  the  miniiler,  by  increafe  of  of  this  nature  is  the  more  dangerous 

national     expence,    was    publicly  in  Ireland,  becaufe  we  have  not  as 

avowed;  neither  have  fuch  of  thofe  yet  been  able,  from  the  oppofition 

meafures  as  have  proceeded  to  the  of  miniflers,  to  obtain  thofe  prudent 

deprivation  of  office  or  penfion  been  ads  which  in  England  exiil,  a^nd 

attended  with  any  charge  of  official  check  its  operation,  fuch  as  a  place 

or  judicial  negledl,  nor  with  any  and  penfion  bill,   in   conference 

change  in  the  condition  of  the  per.  whereof  we  are  expofed  to  m*ny 

fons  fo  deprived,  nor  has  any  caufe  dangers,  againft  which  the  wifdom 

whatfoever  been  advanced  or  pre-  of  England  has  fortified  her  conftitu-. 
fumed,  excepting  only  their  parlia-  '  .don.    The  miniflers  in  Ireland  may 

jnentary  conduct;  and  we  are  the  make  not  only  their  public,  errors, 

rather  inclined  to  believe  fuch  con-  but  even  their  private  paffions  and 
dad  to  have  been  the  fole  caufe,  as  .  corrupt  affections  the  ignominious 

the  principle  of  making  members  of  caufe  of  loading  the  Irim  eftablifti- 

parliament  victims  of  jtheir  vote  has  ment. 

not  only  been  adopted,  but  exprefled.  4thly,  That  whereas  we  were,  by 

2dly,  That  though  the  difmiflal  the  general  declarations  of  our  late 
ofperfons  from  place  or  penfion  for  viceroy/confirmed  in  a  belief  that 
their  parliamentary i.conducl,  and  the  expences  of  this  country  were 
the  multiplication  of  offices  or  ra-  exceffive,  and  by  thofe  fame  decla- 
rer of  falaries '  with  the  name  of  rations  taught  to  expecl  a  reduction; 
office,  for  unconftitutional  purpofes,  thus  having  his  own  authority,  if 
are  meafures  not  new. to  this  country,  that  were  neceflary,  not  only  againft 
having  ever  been. the  fad  and  only  the  expences  which  he  found,  but 
expedient  of  corrupt  minifters,  yet  againft  the  corruptions  which  he 
jnuft  weobferve  that  we  cannot  re-  fuperadded*  we  fhould  think  our* 
collett  any  period  when,  in  fo  ftiort  felves  deficient  indeed  in  our  public 
a  time,  fa  many  of  thefe  grievances  duty,  if  we  did  not  declare  our  cor- 
jiave  been  crowded  together!  and  dial,  difapprobation  of  thofe  enor- 
ttftded  ujpon  ^he  nation*  jnous  charges  which  minifters  them-. 


jxo]     ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1199. 


felves  have  not  hefitated  to  con- 
demn, eferi  while  they  encreafed 
them.  - 

5thly,  That  as  we  (hall  eve*  be 
ready  to  check  licentioufnefs  in  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  make  its  appear- 
ance, fo  (hall  we  more  efpecially  be 
ardent  in  our  endeavours  to  check 
the  licentioufnefs  of  miriifters  in  the 
application  of  the  national  treafure; 
'  an  offence,  which,  in  hs  effect,  is 
not  of  fhort  duration,  but  entails 
upon  us  permanent  and  prodigal  an- 
nual charges  with  all  their  attendant 
baneful"  influence,  and    ultimately 
tends  to  bring  about  a  diflblution  of 
public  virtue  as  well  as  of  conftitu- 
tional  freedom,  fetting  up  in  the 
place  of  both,  maxims  of  govern- 
ment falfe-  and  frivolous;  infolent 
and  difTolute ;  and  we  cannot  avoid 
cxprefling'our  opinion  that  the  pre- 
fent  minitters  of  the  crown,  having 
(hewn  themfelves  particularly  indig- 
nant at  the  idea  of  popular  exceffes, 
are,  when  they  commit  minifterial 
excefles,  expofed  to  more  than  ordi- 
nary obfervation  and  animadverfion. 
"■    6thly,  That  the  attempts  to  ex- 
tend venal  influence  beyond  the  li- 
mits and  decency  of  former  times, 
have  been  accompanied  with    at- 
tempts to  advance   principles  and 
dpdtrines  inconfiftent  wjth  the  te* 
Hour  of  the  cbnftitutidri.  *  • 
'    From  all  thefe  reafons,  we  fhould 
hold  ourfelves  inexcufeable'  to  our 
country,  to  our  king*  add  to  our  own 
honour,  if,  under  thcconviftion  we 
now  feel,  the  alarms  we  now  enter- 
tain, We  (hould  not  feize  the  earlieft 


loyal  and  conftitutional  fteps  as  may 
relieve  our  coilntry  from  die  griev- 
ances which  have  been  lately  inflict- 
ed'on  her,  and  from  the  danger  of  a 
repetition  of  the  fame;      ' ':  '  t 

'  We  have  alfo  thought  it  expedi- 
ent, by  the  ptopofed  amendment,  t6 
obtain  the  fente'of  miniirry,  under 
the  prefent  chief  governor,  on  tie 
fubjedfc  -  of  the  redrefs  of  nation*/ 
grievances,  to  the  end  that  we  might 
either  co-operate  with  them  towards 
the  attainment'  of  fuch  redrefs,  or 
by  our  own  fincere  and  humble,  but 
perfifting  efforts,  endeavour  toad- 
minifter  relief  to  the  people  of  be* 
land.  . 

Cork  and  Orrzkt, 
Moira, 
Arrak, 
Charlemont, 

PoRTARtlWCTOWf 
LlSMORE, 

Leiniter,  by  proxy, 
Ross,  by  proxy. 

Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houft  of 
,  Commons  ^Ireland,  on  pre/entity 
the  Bills  of  Supply  to  the  Urd Lieu- 
tenant* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

Ip'  VERY  year's  experience,  fince 
\j  1785,  has  fhewn  the  wifitaj 
of  the  principle  which  the  commons 
then  eftablifhed,  of  preventing  the 
further  accumulation  of  narioiil 
debt.  Under  the  influence  of  that 
principle,  public  credit  has  rifen  fo 
high  as  to  admit  of  an  increafe  to 
the  finking  fund,  by  a  confideraM* 
opportunity  of  laying  at  the  feet  of  diminution  in  the  intereft  of  the 
our -moft  gracious  Tovereign>!  fuch  public  debt.'  Private  credit  too 
information  as  it  is  our  bounden  has  felt  its  falutary1  effects;  and  the 
duty  to  afford  him,  and  of  expref-  advanced  ftate  of  both  has  given  v> 
fmg  our  humble  determination,*  <?e-  gour '  to  induftry,  and  a  fteady  aid 
termination  which  cannot  fail  of  be-  to  mercantile  exertion.  •  •  '  * 
ing  approved  by  the  benignant  fa-  We  now  fee  our  commerce  ei- 
ther «f  his  people,  to  purfue  fuch  tended  to  a  degree  unknown  in  any 
1  «  t :   ■    ..  fena** 
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fame?  rime,  oar  agriculture  increaf-  virions  which  have  been  made  during 

ed  even  beyond  the  mod  fanguine  the  prefent  parliament,  for  the  en* 

{peculation,  and  our  linen  manufac-  courage  men  t  of  agriculture,  the  ex~ 

tore  rifen  largely  in  its  value.  Such  tenfion  of  commerce,  the  fecurity  of 
is  the  prefent  prosperous  fituation  of    property,  and  the  due  execution  of 

ttes  country,  and  we  behold  it  with  the  law  :  regulations  which  have 

the  more  fatisfa&ion,  becaufe  it  has  encreafed  the  wealth,  advanced  the 

not  arifen  from  temporary  or  acci-  trade,  and  raifed  the  credit  of  your 

dental  eircumftances,  but  has  pro-  country  to  a  degree  unexampled  in 

ceeded  in  a  fteady  and  regular  courfe,  any  former  period, 

from  a,  wife  fyftem  uniformly  ad-  '  While  I  return  his  majefty's  thanks 

tared  to,  and  from  a  confidence  of  for  the  many  marks  of  your  attach- 

the  nation  in  a  continuance  of  that  ment  to  his  perfon,  family  and  go* 

fyftem,  from  the  fecurity  given  to  vernment,  I  muft  exprefs  his  con- 

prirate  property  againil  the  violence  fidence  that  you  will  continue  to 

Of  outrage,  and  above  all,  from  that  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  the  people 

content  and  peaceable  fubmiffion  to  that  fpirit  of  loyalty,  and  that  dif- 

the  laws,  without  which  no  king-  pofition  to  promote  the  tranquillity 

dom,  however  blefled  in  conftitu-  and  general  welfare  of  the  country, 

tin,  climate,  foil,  or  fituation,  can  which  have  fo  eminently  dilUnguilh- 

be  rich,  powerful,  or  happy.  ed  your  conduct. 

. j u^ ■ Urged  by  every  principle  of  laud- 

fyecb  of  the  Lord Lieutenant  of Ire-  ft  "Aiticm  and  public  duty,  I 


land/*  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,    ^\    «n«mittinglv  endeavour    to 
d+rtl  -  J     J  cultivate  your  true  lntereft,  in  mam- 

T     j         .-      .  .  taining  good  order  and  government, 

r  Lords,  and  gentlemen,  ^ana  to  contribute  by  every  means 

S  the  important  objeds  that    in  my  p0Wer  to  advance  the  pro- 


A 

Qarini 


_  have  engaged  your  attention  ferity  of  this  rifing  country. 

oring  this  fenion  of  parliament  are    

now  accomplifhed,    I  have   great  !     x 

pWare  in  fignifying  his  majefty's  Th<  $**>****  £*t°rt  of  the  Cornmif. 

•probation  of  the  zeal  you  have  foncrs  appointed  to  examine,  take, 

ftewn  for  the  public  intereft,  and  **d  fate,  the  Public  Accounts  of 

the  difpatch  with  which  you  have  tbe  King*****-      Prejented  to  the 

included  the  national  bufineft.  *3*    of  Commons    \%tb    June, 

1782. 

Gwdemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com.  ,-p  H  E  aa  of  ^  m  fcffi(m  rf 

I  have  the  king's  commands  to  ^  aJCdSJ^fc  S  afEjS 


chearfulnefs .  with  which  you  have    £^  appointed*  havinV   b 

voted  the  fuppiies :  you  may  depend    cnlir  ^^  i  ai|tfcJga  J'  *JTE~ 

"ipon  their  being  faithfully  applied 

to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 

granted, 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 


I  am  dire&ed  to  teftify  his  majef- 
tyV  (atisfa&ion  at  the  falutary  pro- 


cular  claufe,  «  authorized  and  im- 
powered  us  to  examine  the  fe- 
veral  accounts  of  extraordinary 
fervices  incurred  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  parliament,  whicli 
have  been  laid  before  the.  houfe. 
ofcommpns  fince  the  lft  of  Ja- 
[U  il  "  nuajy, 
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*'  nuary,  1 776,"  we  considered  that 
claufe  not  as  imperative  upon  us, 
to  flop  (hort  in  the  purfuit  we  were 
at  that  time  engaged  in,  under  the 
authority  of  the  former  aft,  and  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  exami- 
nation of  thefe  accounts;  but  ra- 
ther as  the  deiignation  of  a  fubject, 
fele&ed  from  among  the  numerous 
obje&s  committed  to  us  in  general 
terms  by  the  firft  ad,  as  the  next 
for  oar  consideration*  after  we  fliould 
have  compfeated  the  inquiries  we 
were  then  purfuing,  Thofe  in- 
quiries being  finifhed,  we  have,  in 
obedience  to  the  intention  of  the 
legiflature,  thus  fignified  to  us,  di- 
rected our  attention  to  the  accounts 
©f  the  extraordinary  fervices  in- 
curred and  not  provided  for  by  pajr- 

.  liament,  which  have  been  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons  fmce  the 
1  ft  of  January,  1776. 
»    In  this  wide  field,  where  the  ob- 

rjeAs  are  fo  numerous,  fo  various, 
&nd  fo  complicated,  we  have,  in  our 
choice  of  the  fubjed,  been  atten- 
tive to  the  public  voice,  as  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  colled  it,  and 
have  fele&ed.  for  our  inquiry,  as 
much  fufpe&ed  of  abufe,  that  part 
^f  the  public  money  granted  for  the 
extraordinary  fervices  of  the  army, 
Which  has  befen  expended  in  North 
America;  endeavouring  to  trace  it 
from  its  iflue  out  of  the  exchequer 
to  the  final  difpofition  of  it  in  that 
Country,  with  a  view  to  difcover 
whether  any  part  of  it  has  been, 

*  and  by  what  means,  intercepted  in 
Its  paffage  or  diverted  in  its  appli- 
cation. 

-  We  entered  upon  this  inquiry 
fenfible  of  many  obvious  and  dis- 
couraging difficulties  *  in  pur  way. 
This  money  is  expended  in  a  diftant 
country  :  the  evidence*  of  the  ma- 
terial circumflances  of  every  tranf- 


a&ion  of  expenditure  is  in  that 
country;  except  where,  ii\  a  few 
inftances,  we  have  had  it  in  our 
power  to  apply  to  an  accountant 
himfelf,  who  has  either  paired  his 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft,  or  brought  in  his 
hind  his  vouchers,  fair  and  regular 
upon  the  face  of  them.  By  what 
means  then  are  we  tQ.dete&  (if  fuch 
there  has  been)  peculation,  fraud, 
or  misapplication  ? 

We  admit  np  charge  again  ft  per* 
foils  abroad,  who  have  no  opportu- 
nity pf  being  heard  in  their  own. 
defence ;  and  we  are  cautious  that 
our  examinatioh  does  not  lead  to, 
felf-accufation.  Thus  deftitute  of 
the  proper  evidence,  and  with  fo, 
unpromifing  a  profpeft  befpre  us, 
we  fet  put  in  fearch  of  fuch,  mate* 
.rials .  as  we.  could  find,  and'  as  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  the  fub- 
je£  would  afford. 

We  ex  traded  from  the  Journals^ 
and  from  the  accounts  presented  to1 
the  houfe  of  commons,  the  funis 
granted  for  the  extraordinary  fer- 
vices of  the  army  every  year,  from 
the -1  ft  of  January,  1776,  to  the 
$ift  of  December  laft ;  the  total  of 
thefe  fums  is  19,502,969/.  zs.  £V. 

We  obtained,  by  requifition  from 
the  office  of  the  paymafter  general 
or*  the  forces,  an  account  of  the  mo- 
ney iffued  to  MefTrs.  Harley  and 
Drummond,  purfuant  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  warrants,  for  the  extraordi- 
nary fervices  of  his  majeftyV  forces 
Serving  in  North  America  during 
the  fame  period.  This  fum  amounts 
to  10,083,863/.  2/.  6d. 

We  proceeded,  in  the  next  place, 
to  inquire  by  what  means  this  mo- 
ney paffed  to  North  Anierica :  of 
thfs  we  received  information  from 
Thomas  Neale,  efq.  the  agent  in 
London   to  Meflrs.   Harley  and 

-  QriunmMuli 
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Brummend,  who  are  engaged  in  a  There  are  two  ways  by  which, 

contrail  with  government  to  make  this  money  goes  from  the  remitters 

thefe.  remittances  for  a  commiffion  into  the  hands  of  their  agents :  the 

of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  clear  of  one  is  by  bills  thus  drawn  by  them 

alt  fees  of  office   and  expehce  of  upon  the  remitters';    which    bills 

tranfportation.       All    this   money  they  receive  the  value  for  there,  and 


pafles  from  the  exchequer,  through 
the  hands  of  the  paymafter  general 
of  the  forces,  to  the  remitters,  and 
from  them  to  their  agents  in  North 
America;  who  pay  it  to  the  de- 
puty paymafter  general  of  the  forces 
refiding  in  that  country.  It  pafles 
from  the  exchequer  to  the  remitters 
in  the  following  manner : 

When  the  commander  in  chief  in 
North  America  fends  to  the  agents 
a  requifition,  fpecifying  a  certain 
fum  to  be  wanted  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervices  of  the  army  for  the 
enfuing  quarter,  the  agents,  in  con- 
fluence of  this  requifition,  draw 
bills  upon  the  remitters,  and  tranf- 
jnit  to  them  the  requifition,  with  a 
Jill  of  the  bills  annexed ;  upon  the 
receipt  of  which,  the  remitters  ap- 
ply byt  memorial  to  the  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury  for  money 
to  extinguifh  thofe  bills,  and  re- 
ceive from  them  a  warrant  upon 
the  paymafter  .general  of  the  forces 
for  the  payment  6T  a  fum  upon  ac- 
count, for  the  ufe  of  his  majefty's 
forces  in  North  America :  this  war- 
rant being  fatisfied  by  the  ifl'ue  from 
the  exchequer  to  the  paymafter  ge- 
neral, in  confequence  of  a  treafury 
fetter  and  order  of  the  auditor,  the 
paymafter  general  gives  to  the  re- 
mitters, his  draft  for  it  upon  the 


the  remitters  difcharge  when  pre-, 
fented  to  them  in  London  ^  the 
other  is  by  fending  out  to  them  ac- 
tual  cafh ;  this  is  done  according  to 
fpecial  directions  given  for  £hat  pur^ 
pofe  by  the  lords 'of  the  treafury  to 
the  remitters,  whenever  it-becomes 
neceflary  to  fupport  the  exchange 
by  increafing  the  quantity  of  cur- 
rent cafh  in  the  hands  of  the  agents. 

Having  thus  traced  this  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  pay- 
mafter general'abroad,  our  next  ftep 
was  to  fee  by  what  means,  and  for 
what  purpofes,  it  was  taken  out  of 
his  hands ;  lieutenant  general  fir 
William  Howe,  late  commander  in 
chief  of  his  maje  fly's  forces  in  North 
America,  and  lieutenant  general  earl 
Cornwallis,  fupplied  us  with  this 
information. 

This  money  cannot  be  iffued  by 
the  deputf  paymafter  general,  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  exercifed  either  by  himfelf 
or  by  fome  general  officer  to  whom 
he  has  from  neceffity  delegated  that 
authority.  There  are  certain  de- 
partments in  the  army,  to  the  pre-* 
fiding  officers  of  which  is  entrufted 
the  expenditure  of  fo  much  of  the 
public  money  as  the  fervice  of  thofe 
feveral  departments  requires,  and 
who  are  accountable  to  the  public 


ifcnlc.     If  the  commander  In  chief  for  all  they  receive ;  thefe  officers 

makes  no    requifition,   the   agents  are,  the  fecretary,  to  the  commander 

themfelves  fend  to  the  remitters  an  in  chief,  the  paymafter  of  the  pro- 

^coi^nt  of  what  money  will   be  vincial  forces,,  the  quarter  mafter 

wanted,  and  they  apply  for  it  to  general,  the  barrack  mafter  general, 

the  treafury,  and  receive  it  in  like  the  commifTary  general,  the  chief 

panner  ,from  the  paymafter  j>ene-  engineer,  the  fuperintendant  of  In- 

Hi  of  the  forces,  cfian  affair*,  the  bridge  mafter,  the 

purveyor,' 
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purveyor  of  the  hofpital,  and  the 
commiflary  of  prifoners. 

The  commander  in  chief  directs 
money  into  the  hands  of  thefe  ac- 
countants, by  his  warrant  to  the 
deputy  paymaster  general,  requir- 
ing him  to  pay  to  the  officer  named 
a  certain  Aim  for  the  purpofe  there- 
in' fpecified.  Thefe  warrants  are 
of  two  kinds;  temporary,  and  final: 
the  temporary  warrant  is  for  money 
upon  account,  and  granted  upon  the 

application  of  the  officer,,  to  enable  .money:  how  this  expenditure  hfs 
him  to  carry  on   the  fervice :  the    been  condu&ed,  was  the  next,,  and 


fends  them  every  quarter  to  &< 
pay-office  of  the  army  in  England 
as  vouchers  for  the  paymaster  ge- 
neral of  the  forces,  upon  faffing  his 
account  before  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft.  ' 

Through  thefe  channels  is  the 
money,  granted    for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervices  of  the  army,  con* 
veyed  into  the  hands  of  certain 
officers  intrufted  with  and  refpoo- 
fible   for  the  expenditure  of  thtt 


final  warrant  is  for  money  to  reim- 
burfe'  the  officer  expences  actually 
incurred,  and  mentions  that  the 
vouchers  are  lodged  with  that  of* 
ficer. 

Every  quarter,  or  as^  foon  after 
as  the  fervice  will  admit,  thefe  of- 
ficers make  an  abftraft  of  all  the 
fums  they  have  expended  in  their 
feveral  departments  during  that 
quarter,  digefted  under  »different 
heads  of  „expence.  Every  .officer 
carries  his  abftradt  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  his  inipeftion, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  being  reim- 
bursed the  amount  of  that  abftralh 
If,  upon  examination,  no  objection 
arifes  to  any  of  the  articles,  he 
grants  to  the  officer  a  final  warrant 
upon  the  deputy  pay  matter  general, 
for  the  total  fum  contained  in  the 
abftract  :  upon  production  of  this 
warrant,  wi£h  the  abftract  annexed, 
at  the  pay  office  of  the  army,  the 
officer  takes  up  and  cancels,  as  be- 
ing of  no  nfe,  the  temporary  war- 
rants he  has  received  in  that  quar- 
ter ;  and,  deducting  from  the  fum 
in  the  abftraft  the  fums  contained 
in  the  temporary  warrants,  he  re- 


the  material  fubject  of  our  inquiry. 
The  quarter  matter  general,1  the 
barrack  mailer  general,  the  com- 
miflary general,  and  the  chief  en- 
gineer,   are   the  officers  to  whefe 
management  the  greateft  fhare  of 
this  money  is  committed;  and  there- 
fore to  them  we  principally  dire&d  .,1 
our  attention :  we  examined  fich    j 
of  them  as  we  could  find,  who  ci- 
ther were  then,  or  had  been  en- 
ployed  in  thefe  departments ;  and 
collected  what  information  we  cobM 
from- the  vouchers  in  their  poffef- 
fion,  or  from  thofe  they  haa  deli- 
vered into  the  office  of  the  audi-, 
tors  of  the  impreft;  all  of  wJriffc 
were,  in  confequence  of  our  reqm- 
fition,  fubmitted  te  our  infpe&oo. 
Having  had  reafon  to  believe,  be- 
fore the  paffing  of  the  laft  aft,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  parliament 
to  refer  to  us  the  confederation  of 
the  extraordinaries  of  the'  army; 
and  having  been  informed  that  bri-     j 
gadier  general  William  Dalrympfe.    i 
quarter  mafter  general ;  Peter  Pan* 
mier,  efq.  a  deputy  commiflary  ge- 
neral;   and   Mr.    Abijah  Wward* 
commiffary  of  live  cattle  to  his  ma- 


ceives  the  balance,  leaving  both  the  jetty's  forces  in  North  America* 
final  warrant  and  abftraft  with  the  were  then  in  London,  and  aboott* 
deputy    paymafler   general;    wht    return  to  America— though  engage^ 
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at  that  time  upon-  other  fubjedta, 
fonder  the.  directions  of  the  former 
aft,  we  availed  •oujfelves  of  that 
opportunity  to  receive  from  them 
the  information  they  were  able  to 
give  us,  relative  to  their  refpettive 
departments.     » 

We  obtained  from  the  treafury  the 
lifts  of  warrants  granted  by  the 
commanders  in  chief  in  North  Ame- 
rica upon  the  deputy  paymafters 
general  there,  ana  transmitted  to 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  treafury,  from  the  1  ft  of  Ja- 
nuary 1776  to 'the  31ft  of  Decem- 
ber Laft.  The  total  fum  contained 
in  thefe  lifts  is  7,725,828 /.  1 2 /.  1  \d. 
Of  which  there  appears  to  have 
been  iiTued  during;  that  period,  by 
the  commander  in  chief  at  New 
York,  to  the  officers  or  deputies  in 
thefe  four  departments,  the  funis 
following:  to  the  quarter  mailers 
general,  1,688,379  /.  15  s. '  3  J  d. ; 
to  the  barrack  mailers  general, 
662,4191  /.  os%  $\d,\ tothccommiffa- 
ries  general,  1,5 2 1,076/.  9/.  8 d. ;  to 
the  chief  engineers,  322,308/.  ioj. 
z\d.'y  amounting  together  to  the 
fum  of  4,194,183  /.  15  j.  yd. :  and 
to  have  been  iflued  by  the  com* 
manders  in  chief  of  his  majefty's 
forces  in  Canada,  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervices  of  the  army  in  ge- 
neral in  that  province,  from  the  ifl 
of  June  1776  to  the  23d  of  October 
1781,  the  fum  of  2,236,029  /.  11  /. 

7* 

As  the  deputy  paymafters  gene- 
ral-of  the  forces  abroad  tranfmit, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  pay-office 
of  the  army  in  England,  the  war- 
rants of  the  commanders  in  chief 
which  have  been  paid  by  them— 
that  we  might  omit  no  means  of 
information  of  the  fums  iiTued,  we 
procured  from  the  pay  office  of  the 
army  a  lift  of  thefe  warrants;  in 


which  we  find  other  fums,  ifTued 
during  the  fame  period,  to  officers 
In  the  department  of  the  commiftary  . 
general,  not  included  in  the  quar- 
terly lifts  received  .from  the  trea- 
fary,  amounting  together  to  the 
fum  of  193,000/.;  which,  being 
added  to  the  fum  of  1,521,076/.  9/. 
8  d.  make  the  total  fum,  i/faed  to 
the  commiftaries  at  New  York, 
1  *7 1 4,076  /.  9  s.  $d.;  and  the'  total 
fum  iiTued  to  thefe  four  depart- 
ments there,  4,387,183/.  1 5 j.  yd. 

We  required  from  the'  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft  a  lift  of 
all  thole  perfons  who  have  been 
employed  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  for  the  army  fervice* 
in  North  America,  and  who  had 
either  pafled  or  delivered  in  their 
accounts  to  that  office  fmce  the  lit 
of  January  1776.  We  examined 
the  officers  whofe  names  we  found 
inserted  in  thefe  lifts,  and  who  were 
within  the  reach  of  our  application? 
(that  is  to  fay):  Robert  Mackenzie, 
eiquire,  fecretary  and  paymafter  to 
lieutenant  general  fir  William  Howe; 
major  general  fir  William  Erikine, 
and  William  lord  Cathcart,  quartet 
mailers  general;  lieutenant  colonel 
William  ShirreiF,  and  major  Richard 
England,  deputy  quarter  mailers 
general.  We  examined  lieutenant 
colonel  George  Clerk,  barrack  maf-  > 
ter  general;  and  John  Montrefor, 
efquire,  chief  engineer,  whoie  names 
are  not  in  this  lift,  their  accounts 
not  being  as  yzi  delivered  in.  Da- 
niel Chamier  and  Daniel  Wier, 
efquires,  the  two  commiiTaries  ge- 
neral during  that  period,  are  both 
dead :  none  of  the  accounts  of  ei- 
ther, and  a  few  only  of  the  vouchem 
of  the  latter,  are  In  the  auditors 
office ;  and  therefore  the  article  of 
provifions1,  though  a  very  import- 
ant and  expeniive  branch  of  this 

^expendi- 
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expenditure,  and  many  other  arti- 
cles of  expence  in  that  department, 
were  not  within  our  reach  in  this 
inquiry,.  We  examined  alfo  capt. 
David  Laird,  the  agent  for  victual- 
lers iiore  mips  and  fmall  craft ;  and 
Mr.  William  Butler,  an  afMant 
commiuary. 

From  the  information  given  by 
thefe  feveraf  officers,  and  from  rhje 
vouchers  and  papers  they  have  fup- 
plied  us  with,  we  have  been  able  to 
acquire  fome  knowledge  of  the 
rules  by  which  thefe  departments 
have  been  governed ;  and  to  trace, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  branches  of  the  public/ 
expenditure  have  been  conducted  in 
North  America. 

The  fubjects  of  expence,  which 
thefe  officers  are  employed  about, 
may  be  diftinguimed  under  two  ge- 
neral heads;  the  purchafe  of  articles 
wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
and  the  payment  for  Services  per- 
formed. 

The  prefiding  officers  in  thefe 
departments,  though  they  are  the 
perfons  who  mull  render  the  ac- 
count, yet,  from  the  extent  and 
multiplicity  of  their  bufinefs,  can 
very  feldom  themfelves  attend 
either  to  the  purchafe  or  the  pay- 
ment :  they  nave  their  deputies, 
affiftants,  fuperintendants,  agents, 
infpectors,  conductors,  clerks,  and 
other  officers  under  them,  who  are 
tlie  acting  perfons  entrufted  with 
the  conduct  of  different  parts  of  the 
tranfaction,  and^upon  whofe  know- 
ledge  and  fidelity  they  rely  for  the 
due  execution  of  that  trujh  Some 
of  thefe  inferior  officers  make  the 
bargains,  fome  attend  to  and  cer- 
tify the  execution,  others  are  em- 
ploy ecf  in  the  payments,  and  take 
the  receipts :  /each  department  has 
its  office  where  the  payments  are 


made.     The  perfon  whp  receive^ 
mull'  be  either  the  perfon  himfeli 
who  is  entitled,  or  his^ailignee  or 
agent ;   and   he  moft  produce  an 
order,  ticket,  or  certificate  of  the 
proper  officer,  either  directing  the 
payment,  or  authenticating  die  ma- 
terial circura dances  of  the  purchafe! 
or  fervice.     The  receipts  are  gene* 
rally  taken  in  the  name  -of  the  prior 
cipal,  whoever  the  officer  .may  be 
that  pays  them;  becaufe,  the  war- 
rants of  the  commander  in  chief 
being  made  payable  to  the  principal,; 
he,  by  receiving  the  fums,  becomes 
the  only  perfon  accountable;  and' 
he  cannot  difcharge  himfelf  but  by' 
vouchers,  which  upon  tie  face  of 
them  appear  to  be  for  payment? 
made  by  him:   but  there  are  in- 
flances,  where  the  auditors  of  tot 
impreft  have,  in  particular  cafes, 
allowed  receipts,  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  deputy,  tp  be  vouchers  fbf 
the  principal. 

The  payments  are,  for  the  mo& 
part,  made  in  dollars,  at  four  mil- 
lings and  eight-pence  each  fterling» 
but  computed  in  New  York  cur- 
rency, which  is  to  flerling  in  the 
proportion  of  twelve  to  feven :  tk$ 
fums  we  (hall  have  occa/ion  to  men* 
tiqn  hereafter  are  all  in  flerling. 

The  price  paid  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  articles  wanted  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  demands  of  thear-. 
my,  and  the  means  of  fupply;  bu| 
the  price  of  majiy  of  the  fervicei 
was  regulated  and  fixed. 

It  was  not  practicable  for  us  to 
examine  into  the  circumftances  at- 
tending the  purchafe  of  the  floret 
materials,  and  variety  of  article! 
ufed  in  the  feveral  departments: 
we  could  form  no  judgment  of  tKc 
neceffity  there  was  for/  procuring 
them,  or  of  the  value, -or  of  the 
price;   the  meanj  of  information 
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were  not  within  our  reach*;  and 
therefore  we  directed  our  attention 
to  the  other  branch  of  expence,  the 
fervices,  as  a  fubjeft  that  bore  the 
appearance  at  lea  ft  of  a  more  fuc- 
cefsful  inveltigation* 

The  movements  and  various  oc- 
cafions  of  the  army  rendered  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  employ  a  great  number 
of  veflels  of  different  kinds,  with 
pilots  and  feamen,  and  many  wag- 
gons, horfes,  drivers,  artificers,  and 
labourers.    Of  the  vefTels,  waggons, 
and  horfes,    very   few  were  pur- 
chafed  by  government  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army ;  by  far  the  greateii 
part  of  them  were  hired  hy   the 
month,  or  the  day,  and  very  many 
of  them   kept  in  continual  pay : 
the  hire  of  all  thefe,  which  confti- 
tutes  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the 
expenditure,  was,   in  fome    cafes,, 
uncertain,  and  depended  upon  cir- 
cumftances;   but  in  many  it  was 
regulated,  and  fettled  at  a  certain 
price.    The  hire  of  a  veiTel  under  ' 
thirty  tons   was  three  pence  half- 
penny a  day  per  ton ;  the  wages  of 
each  feaman  was  two  millings  and 
four-pence  a  day,  with  a  foldier's 
ration*  and  one  nxth  of  a  quart  of 
rum.     The  hire  of  a  veflel  of  thirty 
tons  and  upwards  was  ten  {hilling* 
a  month  per  ton,  until  May  1777, 
when  the  rate  of  wages,  and   the 
price  of  provifions,  arid  of  naval 
(tores,  being  increafed,  it  was  raifed 
to  thirteen  ihillings ;  the  owner  was 
engaged  to  find  the  proportion  of 
fix  men   to    every  hundred   tons, 
to  vi&ual  them,  and  to  keep  the 
veflel  in  repair.    The  hire,  by  the 
day,  of  a  fmall  waggon,  with  one 
driver  and. two  horfes,  was  feven 
ihilUngs ;  of  a  large  waggon,  with 
one  driver  and  four  horfes,  twelve 
ihillings  j,  of  a   (ingle   horfe,  one 
(hilling  and  nine-pence;  of  a  dri- 
ver alone,  from  feyen-pence  to  one 


(hilling  and  nine-pence ;  *t>f  a  com- 
mon labourer,  from  feven-pence  to 
two  (hillings  and  four-pence. 

All  the  veifels  and  fmall  craft 
(except  thofe  in  the  engineer's  de- 
partment)' were  at  fcrft  procured  by 
and  under  the  infpecYion  and  ma-» 
nagement  of  the  quarter  mafter  ge- 
neral 1   but,  the    buiinefs  of  that 
office  increaiing,  the  commander  in 
chief,  by  warrant,  dated  ift  of  Ja- 
nuary  1777,  created  an  officer  \M 
be  agent  for  victuallers  (lore  (hips 
and  fmall  craft :  he  was  called  the? 
fuperintendant  of  vefTels ;   and  tor 
his  charge  were  committed  all  die 
veflels  and  fmall  craft,  with  the** 
appendages,  employed  in  the  (er- 
vice  of  the  army  (except  thofe  at-' 
Cached  to  the  chief  engineer,  which 
were  left  ft  ill  to  remain  under  hit 
care :)  he  was  enjoined  to  fee  that 
they  were  properly  manned    zxA 
equipped,  and  juftly   rated  as   to 
their  tonnage;  he  was  authorized 
to  charter  or  hire  veflels  for  inland 
navigation,  when  ncceffary,  and  tor 
appropriate  to  the  feveral  depart-* 
ments   the    number    they  wanted* 
and  fuch  as  were  belt  conftruc"te<f 
for  the  refpe&ive  fervices.  Thougb 
the  quartep  mailer  general  was  thus- 
relieved  from  the  trouble  of  pro-» 
viding  and  fuperintending  the  vef- 
fels,  pilots,  and  feamen,  yet  tire 
payment  of  the  hire  of  them  waf 
dill  left  to  hi?  office,  and  continued 
there  until  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1778;  when  the  commander 
in  chief  iflued  orders,  that  the  hire 
(hoald  be  paid  in  the  office  of  that? 
department  where  they  were  em- 
ployed.     The  mode   of  payment 
was  this :  the  fuperintendant  grant- 
ed, fometimes  upon  his  own  know- 
ledge, fometimes  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  perfons  under  him,  to  the 
perfon  entitled,  a  ticket  of  J>ajr#. 
iigned  by  hitnfolf  or  his  deputy,  and 
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directed  to  the  proper  officer,  fpe- 
cifying  the  fervice,  the  time,  and 
the  fum.     This,   ticket  was,  upon 
payment,  left  at  the  office;  and  at 
the  end  of  every  qnarter  the  fuper- 
in  tend  ant  took  up  all  thefe  tickets 
from  the  feveral  offices,  and,  after 
examination  with  his  check-book, 
gave  to  each  principal  officer  one 
general  voucher,  figned  by  himfelft 
for  the  total  fum  contained  in  all 
thofe  tickets,  and  paid  by  him  dur- 
ing that  quarter. 

Much  the  greateft  number  of  the 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  the  army, 
were  procured  by  the  quarter  maf- 
ter  general.  The  commander  in 
chief  ordered  the  eftablifhment,  that 
is,  the  number  which  he  judged  to 
be  neceflary  for  the  occafions  of  the 
army,  and  inwiat  proportion  they 
Jhould  be  distributed  amongft  the 
,  feveral  corps,  "and  for  the  different 
Services.  This  eftablifhment  was 
permanent,  and  kept  conftantly,  as 
far  as  it  could  be,  compleat.  The 
quarter  mailer  general  made  a  re- 
turn of  them  every  quarter  to  the 
commander  in  chief;  which  return 
was  called  the  distribution,  and 
Contained  an  account  of  all  the  wag- 
gons, horfes,  and  drivers  at  that 
time  under  his  direction,  and.  in 
what  fervice  employed  :  for  ail  thefe 
he  was  refponiibley  and  paid  the 
hire  and  contingent  expences.  The 
Other  departments  had  likewife 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers  in 
jheir  fervice ;  which  were  procured 
by  themfejves,  and  paid  by  their 
refpe&ive  principal,  officers.  AU 
thefe  departments  had  artificers  and 
labourers,  procured  by  the  overfeers 
in  the  feveral  branches,  hired  by 
the  day,  arid  paid  in  each,  refpc&ive 
office.         /  «      " 

The  receipts  given  for  thefe  fer- 


vices  were  of  two  kinds  X  either  Se- 
parate receipts,  given  by  indivi- 
duals in  the  common  form  ;  or  one 
receipt,  prefixed  to  a  lift  compre- 
hending the  fignatures  of  many  per- 
fons ;  of  the  latter  kind*  *one#  uni- 
form mode  was  adopted  in  all  thefe 
offices;  two  fpecimens  .of  which; 
the  one  taken  from  the  kiftance  of 
waggons,  horfes,  and  drivers,  and 
the  other  from  that  of  labourers,  in 
the  office  of  the  quarter  mailer  ge- 
neral, are  inferted  in  the  appendix: 
The  firft  column  contains  the  names 
of  the  perfons  entided,  or  fiippofed 
to  be  entitled;  the  fum  he  is  en- 
titled to  receive  is  wrote  in  the  lad 
column  bat  one  i  and  in  the  kit  are 
the  fignatures  of  the  fame  perfons; 
Wrote  or  made  either  by  themfelvei 
6r  by  perfons  deputed  by  them. 

In  pur fuing  this  inquiry  into  the 
methods  and  forms  by  which  this 
expenditure  has  been  carried  ori;  we 
have  had  in  view  two  principal  ob- 
jects; one  is,  to  difcover  whether 
any  fraud  has  in  fad  been  commit- 
ted upon  the  public  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  money  tranfa&ions ;  the  othei 
is,  to  obferve  whether  the  public, 
has  been  fufficiently  guarded  againft 
fraud  and  impofition,  in  the  modes' 
adopted  for  carrying  on  this  expen- 
diture. 

'  Could  a  tingle  inftance  of  irzui 
be  difcovered  in  arfy  of  the  accounts 
of  thefe  officers,  iuch  a  difcover/ 
Would  fo  corrupt  and  vitiate  that 
account*  as  to  fubject  the  whole  of 
it  to  a  revifton  and  unravelment; 
though  adj  ufted  and  pafled  with  all 
the  folemniti»s  of  the  exthequer. 

Thefe  accountants  are  charged 
with  all  the  fums  they  havfi  received 
of  the  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces,  by  the  warrants  of  the  com- 
mandef  in  chief.  They  cannot  diA 
Charge  thenifelves,  but  fey  the  re- 
i  cripw. 
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ceipts  of  <the  perfons  to  whom,  they 
or  their  officers  have  paid  thefe 
fums.  The  receipts  are  fair  upon 
the  face  of  them ;  each  contains  all 
the  efTentials  of  a  true  voucher ;  a 
date,  the  fubjecY  matter,  the  ftim 
paid,  the  perfon  of  whom  received, 
and  the. perfon  receiving.  If  the 
trama&ion  has  not  been  a  fair  one, 
and  government  has  been  defrauded 
of  any  part ,  of  the  money,  the 
voucher,  which  is  the  evidence  of 
that  transaction,  muft,  in  fome  part 
of  it,  be  falfe  or  fraudulent;  to  dif- 
veove,r  whether  it  be  fo  or  not,  the 
perfyn  who.  appears  to  have  figned 
rt,  is  always  a  material,  and,  in  fome 
cafes,  the  only  witnefs,  who  can  teH 
whether  the  fum  fpecified  in  the  re- 
ceipt to  have  been  received,  was  in 
fa&  the  fum  henafide  paid ;  but  per- 
fons  under  this  defcription  are  not 
amenable  to  us,  fitting  in  this  king- 
dom; they  are  in  North  America. 
Numberlefs,  and  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  may  have  been  the  frauds  and 
impositions  committed  upon  govern- 
ment, without  the  knowledge  even 
of  the  officer  who  paries  the  ac- 
counts, being  himfelf  not  privy  to 
the  payments,  but  relying,  for  the 
truth  of  the^  vouchers  he  produces 
in  his  difcharge,  upon  the  integrity 
and  fidelity  of  his  inferior  officers.* 

Rumours  of  impofition,  and  of 
much  wealth  acquired  during  a 
fhort  Cervice  upon  flender  appoint/ 
ments,  may  create  a  fufpicion  of 
fome  concealed  management,  and 
be  a  ground  for  inquiry  by  proper 
authority ;  but  they  are  not  proofs 
upon  which  can  be  fupported, 
agamil  any  perfon  whatever,  the 
heavy  charge  of  defrauding  the 
public. 

.  Having  therefore  no  hopes  of 
purfuing  this  fubjecl;  with  effeft,  we 
.turned  our  attention  to  the  fecorid 


object  we  propofed;  that  i$,  to  thofe 
openings  for  fraud,  and  that  poffi- 
bility  of  abufe,  which  the  modes  of 
conducting  thefe  money  tranfa&ions 
have  left  without  fence  or  guard  : 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  pub- 
lic have  not  been  fufficiently  pro- 
tected in  two  material  points:  firir*, 
the  officers  intruded  with  the  ex* 
pendkure  of  the  public  money  have 
been  permitted  to  have  an  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  fubjeel  matter  of 
expence:  fecondly,  the  vouchers 
by  which  the  accountants  difcharge 
themielves  of  the  fums  intruded  to 
them,  are  allowed  without  having 
undergone  fufHcient  examination. 

It  is  a  branch  of  the  buiinefs  of 
the  quarter  mailer  general  to  pro- 
vide waggons  and  horfes,  with  their  * 
neceflary  attendants  and  append* 
ages,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  either 
when  in  quarters,  or  in  motion ;  and, 
when  there  is  occafion  to  tranfport 
them,  or  to  fupply  their  wants  by 
water,  the  fuperintendant  furnifhes 
them  with  veffels,  and  whatever  \% 
neceflary  for  carriage  by  waterf 
It  is  the  duty  of  thefe  officers  to 
make  the  contracts  for  the  articles, 
and  to  fee  thofe  contrails  honeftly 
and  fubftahtially  performed;  to  take 
care  that  each  article  is  properly 
equipped,  and  adequate  to  the  fer- 
vice  it  is  intended  for;  and  that 
the  fervice,  for  which  payment  is 
claimed,  has  been,  in  fa£l,  perform- 
ed. Thefe  officers  are  placed,  on  the 
part  of  government,  as  a  check  and 
control  upon  the  contracts,  to  pro- 
ted  the  public  from  lofs  or  impofi- 
tion.  The  barrack  matter  general 
and  chief  engineer  ftand  uppn  the 
fame  ground,  in  refpeft  to  the  wag- 

fons  and  horfes  made  ufe  of  in  their 
epartments,  and  not  provided  by 
the  quarter  mailer  general.  But 
it  has  been  the  ufcge,  as  far  back  as 
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our  inquiry  has  gone,  for  the  officers 
•  in  theie.  departments  to  be  them- 
felves  the  proprietors  of,  or  to  have 
ihares  or  interefts  in,  a  great  number 
of  the  vefTels  and  fmall  craft,  and  in 
almofl  all  the  waggons  and  horfes, 
employed  in  thefe  fervices :  thefe  of- 
ficers .have  purchafed  or   procured 
them  upon  their  own  account,  and 
let  them  out  to  government  at  the 
axed  prices  of  hire ;  the  fame  per* 
ion,  employed  by  and  acting  for  the 
public,  contra&s,  on  the  part  of  tfye 
public,  with  himfelf,  for  the  hire  of 
his  own  property,  controls  his  own 
adliqns,  and  pays  himfelf  with  the 
public  money  intruded  to  his  charge: 
his  truft  and  in te reft  draw  oppofite 
Ways:  his  truft  obliges  him  to  be 
Frugal  for  the  public ;  to  hire  at  the 
lo weft  price  (lower,  if  he  can,  than 
the  price  allowed  by  government) ; 
to  take  care  that  what  he  hires  is 
jcompleat  and  fit  for  fervice ;  to  em- 
ploy as  few  vefTels  and  carriages, 
tfend  for  a&  fhort  a  time  as  poffible : 
but  his  intereft  leads  him    not  to 
fpare  the  public  purfe ;  to  let  to  go- 
vernment, at  the  fame  fixed  price, 
ell  the  vefTels,  carriages,  and  horfes, 

%  lie  can  collect,  by  whatever  means 
procured,  or  at  however  Ipw  a  price 
he  may  h£ve  purchafed  therh>  and 
whatever  may  t>e  their  condition  or 
diiFereoce  in  point  of  gpodnefs;  to 
keep  them  continually  in  pay,  whe- 
-  ther  wanted,  or  employ ed^  or  not, 
Juid  for  as  long  a  time  as  he  can 
tontrive;  and  ids  laft  advantage 
inay  be,  the  fuffering  them  to  be  . 
taken  or  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  to 
fen  title  him  to  the  value  from  the 
public.  In  fuch  a  conteft  between  . 
duty  and  intereft,  it  is  not  unchari- 

,  .  table  to  fuppofe  the  public  intereft  • 
will  frequently  be  facrificed  to  pri-  . 
Vate  emolument..   But  this  is  not  the 
©aly  raifchief  t  this  practice  has  a 


manifeft  tendency  to  corrupt  and"  en* 
danger  the  fervice  of  the  army ;  it 
weakens  the.  military  difcipline,  it 
inftffes  into  the  foldier  the  thirft  for 
gain,  and  diverts  his  attention  from 
honour  and  his  country's  fervice,  to 
the  purfuit  of  wealth,  and  that  too 
by  intrenching  "upon  the  treafttre  of 
his  country. 

We  do  not  mean  to  fuggeft  thefe 
as  impofitions,  that  have  all  been 
a&ually  committed  upon  the  public, 
but  as  confequences  that  will  follow, 
whenever  the  temptation  is  powerful 
enough  to  overcome  the  fenfe  of 
duty,  and  where  the  opportunities  of 
yielding  to  the  temptation  are  fo 
frequent  and  fo  obvious. 

As  thefe  officers  would  hardly 
have  engaged  in  bufinefs  of  this 
kind,  without  the  expectation  at 
leaft  of  fbme  advantage  (for  they 
had  no  additional  pay  for  being 
employed  in  the  expenditure)  we 
were  led  to  enquire  into  the  expence 
incurred  by  the  public  for  this  arti- 
cle of  hire,  and  from  thence  to  en- 
deavour to  form  fome  judgment 
upon  the  probable  advantage  to  the 
officer. 

We  obtained  from  captain  David 
Laird,  a  lift  of  all  the  vefTels,  under 
whatever  denomination,  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  army  in  North 
America,  from  the  ift  of  January 
1 777,  when  he  wa's  appointed  fuper* 
intendant  of  the  veffelsj  until  the 
end  of  December  1.7  80,  when  he 
qilttted  the  fervice;  with  the  nam* 
Of  each  vefTel,  and  of  the  mafter  or 
owner,  the  number  of  tons,  the  price 
per  ton,  the  time  when  hired,  the 
time  when  difcharged,  and  in  what 
department  employed.  Prom  this  lift 
it  appears*  that  the  number  of  veffoli 
employed  at  different  times,  during 
-the  above  period,  in  the  department 
of  the  quarter  mafter  general,  wat 
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three  hundred  and  feventeen;  and 
the  numbex  of  tons,  nineteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  fifty-eight.     In 
the    department    of    the    basrack 
mafter  general,  the  number  of  vef- 
fels  was  eighty-five,  and  of  the  tons 
feven  thouiand  eight  hundred  thirty- 
fix.    In  the  department  of  the  com- 
miflary  general,  the  number  of  vef- 
fels  was  two  hundred  and  nine,  and 
of  the    tons  fixteen    thoufand    fix 
hundred   twenty-two.      The  total 
number  of  the  veflels  was  fix  hun- 
dred and  eleven,  and  of  the  tons 
forty-four    thoufand   and    iixteen. 
Many  of  them  were  employed  for 
a  fjiort  time  only:  the  number  of 
thofe  continued  in  the  fervice  for 
one  year  and  upwards,  we  have  ex- 
tracted from  captain  Laird's  lift, 
and  inferted  in  the  appendix,  with 
the  number  of  tons,  and  their  earn* 
iogs  during  their  fervice;    and  of 
thefe,  fiv*y-two  were  left  in  the  fer- 
vice at  the  end  of  the  year  1780. 
This  lift  fhews,  that  the  number  of 
veflels  employed1  each  for  a  year  or 
longer,  during  that  period,  in  the 
department    of  the  quarter  mafter 
general,  was  fixty-two,  and  the  hire 
91,444  /.    19/.  4</. ;  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  barrack  mafter  general, 
the  number  twenty-five,  and    the 
hire  3  4,7  3  7  /.  1 9  s. ; .  in  -  the  depart- 
ment of  the  coramiflary  general,  the 
number    forty-four,    and   the  hire 
55,925  /.    14/. :  the   total   number 
one  hundred  thirty -one;  the  total 
hire  182,108/.  its.  4*/. 

We  find,  from  the  vouchers  for 
the  payments  of  hire  made  by  the 
quarter  matters  general,  and  deli- 
vered by  them  into  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  that  the 
total  expence  of  this  hire  in  that 
department  only,  exclufiv^of  pi- 
lotage,  and  various  contingencies, 
from  the  25th  of  December  1770 
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to  the  31ft  of  March  1780,  amount- 
ed to  1 27,483  /.  18/.  lof  d. ;  what 
the  expence  of  this  hire  was  in  the  < 
other  departments,  we  have  not  had 
the  means  of  informing  ourfelves. 

In  this  lift  appear  the  names  of 
feveral  Officers  in  the  departments 
of  the  quarter  mafter,  barrack  maf- 
ter, and  Commiflary  general,  as  own- 
ers of  thefe  veflels ;  but  the  names  of 
all  fuch  officers  as  were  owners  do  not 
appear;  the  names  of  the  matters  are 
inferted  in  their  Head.  Where  thtf 
principal  officers  were  proprietors,  or 
had  (hares,  their  names  are  not  found, 
either  in  the  contracts-  for  the  hire, 
or  in  the  receipts  for  the  pay- 
ments. 

*  A  veflel  of  one  hundred  tons, 
hired  at  13/.  a  month  N/tr  ton, 
would  produce  to  the  owners  780  /. 
a  year.  Suppofe  him  to  have,  dur- 
ing the  whole  year,  his  full  comple- 
ment of  fix  men,  at  each  3  /.  15  /.  a 
month  wages,  and  to  pay  2  /.  a  day 
for  victualling  each  man,  his  men 
would  coft  him  489/.  and  leave 
him  a  profit  of  291  /.  a  year;  which 
profit  would  be  increased  in  pro- 
portion as  he  could  hire  his  men,  or 
procure  boys,  at  a  lefs  price,  or  di- 
minifh  his  number  whilft  his  veflel 
lay  at  reft  during  any  part  of  the 
year,  or'  employ  them  to  his  ad-^ 
vantage  in  any  other  fervice.  The 
prime  coft,  and  expence  of  repairs, 
are  diminutions  of  his  profit,  de- 
pending upon  circum fiances,  and 
not  open  to  calculation. 

As.  the  quarterly  returns,  made  to 
the  commander  in  chief  by  the  quar- 
ter mafter  general,  contain  the  num- 
ber of  the  waggons,  horfes,  and 
drivers,  furnifhed  of  him  in  each 
quarter,  with  their  diftribution,  and 
expence  to  government  for  the  hire, 
we  have  fele&ed,  and  inferted  in  the 
appendix,  two*  of  thefe  returns :  Sir 
[X]  William 
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William  Erikine  fupplied  us  with 
the  firft  regular  diftnbution  that  was 
returned  to  the  commander  in'chief, 
which  is  for  the  quarter  ending 
30th  June  1777;  the  other  is  a  re- 
turn made  by  lord  Cathcart,  for 
the  quarter  ending  31ft  Decem- 
ber 1779. 

The  cfiitributions  did  not  always 
contain  the  fame  numbers,  and 
therefore  we  could  not  come  at  the 
expence  of  the  hire  of  them  to  the 
public,  but  by  collecting  it  from  the 
vouchers  allowed  by  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft  to  thofe  quarter  matters 
general  who  had  pafTed  their  ac- 
counts in  that  office.  By  an  abftract 
compofed  from  thofe  vouchers,  we 
find  that  the  fum  paid  by  the  public, 
for  the  hire  only  of  waggons,  horfes, 
and  drivers,  employed  under  the 
management  of  the  quarter  mailer 
general,  from  the  25  th  of  Decem- 
ber 1776  to  the  3 1  it  of  March  1780, 
was  338,435/.  8  j.  6\d.  exclufive 
of  provifions,  forage,  repairs,  and 
other  contingent  expences. 

The  rate  of  the  hire  of  a  waggon, 
driver,  and  four  horfes,  being  1 2  s. 
a  day,  produces  to  the  proprietor 
219/.  a  year ;  from  whence  the  hire 
of  tht  driver,  at  the  mean  price  of 

1  /.  2  d.  a  day,  that  is,  2 J  /.  5/.  \o  d. 
a  year,  being  deducted,  leaves  him 
a  clear  yearly  profit  of  197/.  14  s. 

2  d.  the  repairs  of  the  waggon  and 
harnefs,  and  the  food  of  the  driver 
and  horfes,  being  found  by  the  pub- 
lic. Computing  the  prime  coft  of 
the  waggons  compleat,  at  the  high- 
eft  price,  20  /.  and  of  each  horfe  at 
1 5  /.  he  receives  back  80  /.  his  pur- 
chafe  money,  in  lefs  than  five 
months;  after  which,  if  poiTefTed  of 
fifty  large  waggons  and  two  hun- 
dred horfes,  (and  the  waggons  and 
horfes  were  in  general  the  property, 
of  a  few  officer*  only)  he  will  have. 


as  long  as  he  can  continue  them  in 
the  fervice  of  government,  a  clear 
income  of  9,885  /, '  8  s.  \d.  fecure 
from  all  rifk. 

The  commander  in  chief,  confut- 
ing with  the  principal  officers  in  the 
feveral    departments,    fettled     the 
eftabliihment,  and  ordered  that  it 
(hould  be  permanent  and  kept  com- 
pleat.  As  the  army  was  not  always 
in   motion,  the  neceffity  for  fo  nu- 
merous a  permanent  eftabliihment 
was  not  obvious.   The  reafon  given 
for  retaining  the  fame  number  for 
the  whole  year,  is,  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  them  again  when  wanted, 
in  cafe  they  had  been  difcharged  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign;  but  this 
reafon  does  not  appear  altogether 
concluiive;  for,  if  they  are  in  being, 
the  arm  of  the  commander  in  chief 
can  reach  them,  wherever  they  are; 
he  has  power  to  feize,  the  inftanthe 
wants  it,  whatever  is  neceftary  for 
the  fervice,  in  his  contemplation: 
from  the  enemy  he,  feizes  of  right, 
from  a  friend  he  prefles  of  necemty, 
paying  him  the   value,  or  for  the 
ufe* 

.  The  eftabliihment    was    hardly 
ever  compleat,  from    the  conftant 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  number 
of  waggons   it  required;    as  thejr 
were   therefore   fo   fcarce    in  that 
country,  and  the  cattle  could  have 
been  employed  to  more  advantage 
than  upon  the  pay  of  governmenti 
it  might  have  been  advantageous  to 
the  inhabitants  to  have  had  the  ufe 
of  them  for  the  time  the  j«my  were 
in  quarters;  and  the  hire  of  them* 
for  fome  months  every  year,  would 
have  been  no  inconftderable  faving 
to  the  public. 

All  orders  and  regulations  o* 
every  ldnd  proceed  from  the  con*** 
mander^n  chief:  his  power  extendi, 
without  controul,  over  the  whoL* 
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army  .and  all  its  connexions.    It  is 
limited  only  by  his  difcretion ;  con- 
fequently  every  form  of  proceeding, 
every  ufage  and  mode  of  practice, 
matt  reft  either  upon  his  orders  or 
his  acquiefcence.    That  we  might 
learn  upon  what  aathority  this  cuf- 
tonv  for  the  officers,  to  be  contrac- 
tors of  this  defcription,  was'ground- 
ed,  we  required  from  Sir  William 
Howe  and  lord  Cornwall  is  the  or- 
ders and  inftru&ions  iflued  by  them 
in  North  America,  relative  to  the 
feveral  departments  employed    in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney.    The  returns  to  thefe  requisi- 
tions contained  the  appointment  of 
the   fuperintendant  of  veffels,  and 
the    regulation  of  the  payment  of 
their  hire,  in  the  offices  of  the  de- 
partments in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed both  above  mentioned,  to- 
gether with  other  orders  made  from 
time  to  time  for  different  purpofes 
of  regulation :  but  we  found  at  one 
period  only  orders  relative  to   the 
point  immediately  under  our  con- 
sideration.    Thefe  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  lord  Cornwallis,  are  dated 
the  23d  December  1780,  and  con- 
tain matter  very  important  to  the 
fubject.  before  us.   Lord  Cornwallis 
had  upon  feveral  occafions  found, 
that  the  waggons  and  horfes  pro- 
vided for  the  public  fervice  by  the 
quarter  mailer  general  were  in  bad 
condition,  and  neither  .  fit  .nor  able 
to  perform    the  fervices  required. 
To  remedy  thefe  abufes,  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  direft,  that  the  quar- 
ter mailer  general  fiiauld  have  no 
aerty  -in  either  the  waggons  or 
:s(  and  to  that  end  he  iflued 
orders,  enjoining  him  not  to  charge 
more  for  waggons  and  horfes  than 
lie    had    actually    paid ;    not    to 
charge  the  hire   of  waggons  and 
fcorfes   purehaied;    not   to    par- 
chafe  them  but  upon  goverment 


account ;  and,  if  he  hired  them,  to 
pay  the  proprietors  the  full  price  for 
hire  allowed  by  government;  Ha 
ordered  all  .the  neceflary  craft  to  bs 
purchafedon  government  account; 
and  fome  of  the  vefTels  to  be  di  1 
charged,  as  foon  as  they  came  und  r 
the  direction  of  his  deputy  quarter 
mailer  general  at  Portsmouth  in 
the  Chefapeak,  upon  his  reprefenta^ 
tion  that,  they  were  unneceflary. 
He  ordered  likewife  the  commiflary 
general  not .  to  charge  government 
for  the  eompleat  ration,  unlefs  ho 
fupplied  that  ration  from  the  ilores 
from  England  ;  and  .  to  charge  no 
more  for  frefh  provifions,  flour,  or 
Indian  meal,  than  what  they  coil 
him*  The  manner  of  conducting 
this  laft  office  it  is  not  in  our  power 
to  inquire  into;  the  commiiTaries 
general  are  dead;  and  their  ac- 
counts not  in  England. 

Thefe  orders  are  levelled  at 
abufes  at  that  time  exifting;  and 
thefe  abufes  all  tend  to  the  de+ 
frauding  of  the  public  for  private 
emolument. 

By  pursuing  the  rules  of  compu- 
tation infer  ted  above,  we  are.  ena- 
bled to  difcover  how  much  woulcj 
have  been  faved  to  the  public  had 
the  waggons  and  horfes  been  pur- 
chafed  at  fir  ft  on  account  of  govern- 
ment. From  the  lift  jnferted  in  :the 
appendix  it  appears/ that- the  aver* 
age  number  of  waggons  conftantly. 
employed  in  the  fervke*  from  the 
35th  of  December  1776  to  the  31ft 
of  March  1 780,  that  is*  three,  years 
.  and  a  quarter,  was  feven  hundred 
thirty-nine  ;  and  the  average  num* 
ber  of  horfes,  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  fifty-eight;  and  the  aver- 
age number  *>f  drivers,  feven  hun* 
dred  and  fixty:  the  average  hire  of 
all  thefe  amounts  to  104,132/.  a 
year;  from  whence  deducting 
16,181  /.  the  hire  of  feven  hundred 
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and  fixty  drivers,  at  i /.  2</.  each 
per  day,  there  remains  the  Cum  of 
87,95 1  ^  The  prime  coft  of  the 
waggons  and  hones,  at  the  higheft 
price,  is  44,150/.;  this  fum  being 
deduced  from  87,95  *  ^  1WYM  tne 
clear  profit  of  43,801  /.  for  the  firft 
year :  this  being  added  to  the  fum 
of  197,889/.  two  years  and  one 
quarter's  clear  profits,  after  deduct 
ing  the  hire  of  the  drivers,  gives  the 
fum  of  241,690  /.  paid  bv  the  pub- 
lic, beyond  what  it  would  have  coft 
them  had  the  property  of  thefe  wag- 
gons and  horfes  belonged  to  govern- 
ment: and,  if  the  lame  fyftem  of 
management  has  been  continued  to 
the  prefent  time,  the  public  have  in- 
curred a  ftill  further  expence  of 
175,902/.  for  two  years  more,  to 
the  31ft  of  March  laft;  that  is,  the 
public  have  paid  417,592/.  for  the 
fingle  article  of  the  hire  of  waggons 
and  horfes ;  the  whole  of  which 
might  have  been  faved,  had  the 
mode  contained  in  the  orders  of  the 
23d  of  December  1780  been  at  firft 
adopted. 

From  the  circumftances  thus  dif- 
clofed,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
this  practice,  of  letting  out  for  hire 
to  government,  has  been  highly  lu- 
crative to  the  officers  engaged  in  it. 
The  officer  is  a  truftee  for  the  pub- 
lic; as  fuch,  he  is  bound  to  hufband 
the  public  money  committed  to  his 
charge  with  as  much  frugality  as  if 
it  were  his  own;  what  he  faves  or 
what  he  gains,,  he  faves  and  gains 
not  for  himfelf  but  for  the  public. 
He  ought  not  wo  be  permitted,  by 
any. management  or  contrivance,  to 
carve  out  for  himfelf  an  intereft  in 
the  execution  of  a  public  truft :  if 
that  intereft  has  Wen  productive, 
how  far  fuch  profit  belongs  to  the 
public,  and  whether,  "by  bills  of  dif- 
covery  filed  by  the  proper  officer  of 
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the  crown,  or  by  what  other  means, 
it  may  be  difcovered,  and  reclaimed 
for  the  public,  are  for  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  to  decide. 

It  is  of  public  concern  this  evil 
mould  be   fpeedily  corrected:    it 
flows  from  permitting  a  truft  to  re^ 
fide,  with  an  intereft,  in -the  fame 
perfon.     The  remedy  is,  to  take 
away  the  intereft,  and  bv  that  meant 
to  reftore  the  truft  and  control  to 
its  full  force,    that  it  may  freely 
operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
uninfluenced  by  private  confident- , 
tions. 

But  the  remedy  may  be  extended 
ftill  farther:  it  mould  feemasifit 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  fer- 
vice,  if  the  officers  were  relieved  en* 
tirely  from  the  trouble  of  making  the 
payments.  When  their  military 
duty  calls  them  to  the  field,  the/ 
muft  neglect  their  duty  as  pay-  , 
mailers,  and  leave  that  branch  to 
be  conducted  entirely  by  their  in* 
ferior  officers  and  clerks.  It  feeos 
to  be  a  hardfhip  upon  a  quarter 
mafter  general,  to  be  fubject  to  ac- 
count tor  very  large  fums,  no  part 
of  which  he  paid  himfelf,  but  merely 
becaufe  they  were  paid  in  his  name, 
and  at  his  office,  whilft  he.  himfelf 
was  abfent  upon  other  duty. 

There  is  no  neceflary  connection 
between  the  military  duty  of  thefe 
officers  and  the  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney for  military  fervices :  this  latter 
belongs  properly  to  a  civil  depart*  1 
ment,  and  may  be  executed  by  * 
civil  officer.  Major  general  W3« 
liam  Roy,  who,  during  the  laft  wai  , 
in  Germany,  was  in  the  depart- 
ments both  of  the  quarter  matter  % 
genera]  and  chief  engineer,  in- 
formed us,  that  no  public  money 
was  iiTued  to  him  in  either  of  theft 
capacities:  he  was'no  accountants 
but  all  the  expences  incurred-  j» 
'  the*- 
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thefe  departments  were  defrayed  by 
the  deputy  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces,  purfuant  to  the  warrants  of 
the  commander  in  chief  ifiued  for 
thatpiirpofe.  The  quarter  matter 
general  and  chief  engineer  were 
confidered  in  that  army  as  checks 
upon  the  expenditure  on  behalf  of 
the  public:  they  were  to  fee  that 

'the  articles   fupplied  were  good  of 

the  kind,  adequate  to  the  iervices 

they  were  intended  for,  and  that 

there  was  no  wafte. 

We' are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 

.the  orders  of  23d  December  1780 
fhould  be  put  in  force  forth- 
with throughout  the  whole  army ; 
that  no  officer  fhould  be  permitted 
to  have  a  property  or  interett  in  any 

*  article  whatever,  which  the  duty  of 
his  office  obliges  him  to  provide  for 
the  fervice  of .  the  army :  if  pur- 
chafed,  it  mould  be  purchafed  by' 
and  for  .the  ufe,  of  government;  if 
hired,  it  fhould  be  hired  of  perfons 
unconnected  with  military  fervice. 
We  are  likewife  of  opinion,  that 
the  payments  mould  be  taken  from 
the  military  officer,  and  thrown 
upon  the  deputy  paymafter  general 
of  the  forces,  who  is  the  proper 
cafhier  of  the  army,  to  be  carried 
on  by  him,  in  purfuance  of  the 
warrants  of  the  commander  in 
chief. 

The  other  point,  in  which  we 
think  the  public  have  not  been  fuf- 
ficiently  guarded,  is  the  allowance 
of  the  vouchers  without  fufficient 
examination:  this  defect  pervades 
every  branch  of  the  expenditure 
under  our  consideration.  The  prin- 
cipal officers  in  thefe  departments 
are  the  perfons  accountable:  they 
make  up,  pafs,  and  fwear  to  the  acT 
counts;  but,  having  a  variety  or* 
other  material  bufinefs  to  tranfaft  in 

t  their  fevcral  ftations,  they  hav'e  no 


leifure  to  attend  to  the  actual  pay- 
ments :   a  quarter   matter  genera? 
whofe  account  amounted  to  above 
600,000  /.   was  for  five  months  to- 
gether upon  duty  in  the  field,  with- 
out having  been  able  once  to  attend 
his  office.     He  is  likewife  obliged* 
to  pafs  the  account  of  a  fum  never  , 
received  by  him,  but  iffued  to  and 
expended   by    an    affiilant   deputy 
quarter  matter  general,  whom    he* 
neither  appointed  nor  knew;  and 
the  warrant  iffued  to  this  affiftant 
ttates,  that  the  fum  therein  directed 
is  to  be  accounted  forty  the  quarter 
matter  general.    The  chief  engineer 
confiders  himfelf  as  liable   to  ac- 
count for  fums,  no  part  of  which' 
he  either  receives  or  pays,  nor  are 
the  payments  made  in  his  name ;  lor, 
though  the  fum  is  made  payable  tov 
him  by  the  warrant,  yet  he  never 
aftualjy  receives  it ;  but  he  indorfes 
the  warrant  to  the  paymafter  of  the. 
works,  who  receives  the  whole,  and 
with  it  difcharges  bills,  either  di- 
rected to  him  for  payment  by  the 
chief  engineer  or  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  at  his  own  difcretibn 
without  the  intervention  of  either, 
afed  ftakea  the  receipts  in  his  own' 
name.    "**•    v\  * 

Thia  important  bufinefs  of  ex- 
penditure,  tha$  ^reqjifaes  attention, 
circumfpe&ion,  adduracjr,  and  fide- 
lity, mutt  be  entrufted  to  inferior 
officers,  clerks,  and  even  to  ftran- 
gers.  • 

The  making-up,  and  examination 
of  the  accounts  is  conducted  in  the 
following  manner :— every  quarter 
the  accountant  collects  together 
from  his  deputies,  afliftahts,  and 
clerks,  all  the  vouchers  for  the  pay- 
ments made  by  them  a  u ring  that 
quarter:  they  are  abftra&ed,  di- 
getted  under  heads,  and  bundled  up 
together.    The  abftraft  is  produced 
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to  the  commander  in  chief  for  his 
infpedtion  and  approbation,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  final  .warrant  for 
the,  amount   of  the  abflraft.     The 
vouchers  are  ready  for  his  infpec- 
tion  if  he  requires  it.     This  is  the. 
firlt  check  to  which  the  account  is 
fubmittcd.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined, 
that   the   many  important  objedts,' 
tjiat  mud   continually   engrofs.  the 
attention  of  the  general  of  an  army, 
will  afford  him  either  leifure  or  pa- 
tience to  examine  voluminous  bun-' 
dies  of  vouchers:  he  may  fqmetimes, 
upon- a  tranfient  view  of  the  abflradt,f 
find  fomc   article'. that  e'xeites  his 
curiofity  to  call  for' an  explanation y 
but  he  cannot  poffibly  enter  into  the" 
derail,  or  minutely  ^examine  into  the 
c^rcumftances  of  a  "complicated  re-! 
ceLpt ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  fuch  air- 
inttancc  occurs  for   in'fpeclion,  the. 
vouchers  are  left  unexamined  in  the 
hands  of  the   accountant,  and  .the. 
commander  in  chieTjJepends  upon, 
ijis  honour  that ,  he  lias,  them  in  his', 
j>62effioiu  .', f 

'After  the  final  warrant  is  ob- 
tallied,  this  abftracl  arid  the  vouch- 
ers are  fent  home  to  be  examined, 
that  the  account  may  be  parted  in 
the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preft.  It  is  utterly  impoflible  the  . 
vouchers  can  be  fufficiently  fcruti- 
nized  in  this  office,  for  want  of 
evidence :  the  accountant  is  the 
proper  perfon  to  give  them  inform- 
ation ;  and  he,  very  pofiibly,  is  not 
privy  to  the  payment,  ox  to  any  one 
circumftance  flated  in  the  voucher. 
Charles  Harris,  efq.  one  of  the 
deputy  auditors  of  the  impreft,  tells 
us  the  grounds  upon  which  a  vouch- 
er, for  a  payment  for  the  extraor- 
dinary fervicc  abroad,  is,  and  of 
r.'eceffity  muft  be,  allowed  in  that 
office :  if  it  contains  a  certain  num- 
ber received,  the  fignature  of  a  per- 


fon  receiving,  and  a  juft  computa- 
tion, and  agrees  with  the   abftraft, 
it  is  deemed  and  admitted  as  a  fair 
voncher :  for  the  truth  of  it,  they 
rely  upon  the  oath  taken  by  the  ac- 
countant  before  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer,  when  he  paiTes  his  ac- 
count.    Tn  fait,  in  thofe   accounts 
which' have  been  already  pafTed  in 
this  -office,  no  inquiry  feems  to  have 
been  made  into  the  truth  of  the 
vouchers,  whatever  aueftions  might 
a  rife  upon  the  face  of  them.  By  the 
form  of  this  oath,  which  we  ob- 
tained  from  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  impreft,  the  accountant 
{Wears  that  the  account  is  juft  and 
true,   according  to  the  beft  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief:   thefe  latter 
words  muft,  as  we  conceive,  be  in- 
terpreted by  him  fo  W>  qualify  the 
oath,  as  to  enable^  him  to  fwear 
with  fafety  to  thofe  items.,  pf  his  ac- 
count, of  the  tranfa&ing  of.  which 
he  has  no   other  knowledge  than 
what  the  vouchers  themfelves  give 
him,  and .  where  he  knows  nothing 
of  the . perfon s  who  tranfaft  them, 
except  probably  their  general  cha- 
racters :  no  great  reliance,  then, can, 
be  had,  for  the  truth  of  the  voucher, 
upon  the  oath   of  the  accountant; 
becaufe  that  oath,  fo  worded,  is  no ' 
additional  evidence  of  its  truth. 

From  thus  tracing  the  voucher, 
from  the  pay  office  of  the  depart-^ 
ment  in  North  America  to  the  of- 
fice of  its  final  examination  in  Eng- 
land, it  appears  that  the  public  may 
be  defrauded  in  a  tranfadtion,  and 
yet  the  voucher  of  that  tranfa&ion 
may  pafs  through  all  its  ftages  of 
examination  unfufpe&ed  and  unim- 
peached,  and  be  fworn  to  by  the  ac- 
countant without  the  violation  of 
his  oath.     Various  are  the  ways'  and 
means  by  which  the  fraud  may  be 
committed:  the  agreement  or  pur- 
chafe 
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chafe  may  be  made  by  collufion :  the 
fubjed  matter  of  the  receipt  may  be 
falfe  in  quantity  or  quality :  the  fer- 
vice  over-rated,  or  not  performed : 
the  fum'  inferted  may  be  more  than 
the  fum  bona  fide  paid :  the  receipt 
may  be  obtained  by  compulfion,  or 
collufion,  upon  falfe  or  forged  certi- 
ficates :  it  may  have  been  figned  in 
blank,  and  filled  up  afterwards  with 
falfe  fums,  or  figned  with  a  feigned 
name;  and  yet  the  voucher  may  be 
fair  upon  the  face  of  it ;  and  thefe 
grqfs  frauds  will  efcape  detection, 
*    *I*hefe  fuggeftiqns  are  not  mere 
furmifes;  they  reft  not 'on  bare  pof- 
Ability  or  imagination:   they  ar/e 
warranted* by  what  we  have  obferv- 
edin  the  accounts  of  the  quarter  mafc 
ters  general  which  have  been  paffed 
In  the  office  of  the' auditors  of  the 
impreft.  Certain  vouchers  have  been 
there  admitted  as  evidence  of  pay- 
ments, to  perfons  who,  never  did  in 
fact  receive,  (nor  could  be .  fuppofed 
likely  to  be"  entrufted  with  the  re» 
•    editor  tne  Turns  inferted  \n  thefe. 
votocjieTsY  the  receipts  for  die  hire 
of  the  drivers,  waggons,  and  horfes 
(no  irfconfjderable  fum)  are  not  in 
truth  what  they  purport  to  be  upon 
the  face  of  them ;  they  carry  the  ap- 
pearance of,  and  are  produced  as  the 
receipt  of,  a  certain  fum  by  the  per- 
fon  whofe  name  or  Signature  Is  fet 
oppofite  to  that  fum;   the.  fum  is 
compounded  of  the  hire  of  the  driver, 
waggon,  and  horfes^  for  a  certain 
time;,    but  the  man  receiving,  or 
fignihg,  or  fetting  his  mark  to  the 
receipt,  is  ufually  the  driver  only, 
frequently  a  negro,  or  fome  perfon 
in  the  loweft  capacity,  to  whom  no- 
thing would  be  entrufted :  he  is  the 
oftenfible    receiver   of  the  whole, 
whereas  he  in  truth  receives  a  very 
trifling  part  of  it,  his  own  wages  on- 
ly; the  remainder,  being  die  hire  of 


the  waggon  and  horfes,  is  paid  or 
accounted  for  to  the  officer  to  whom 
they  belong,  but  whofe  receipt  does 
not  appear  as  a  voucher  for  die  ac- 
countant. The  artificers  and  la- 
bourers are  paid  by  lifts,  in  like  man* 
,ner  with  the  drivers ;  not  individu- 
ally in  the  office  of  the  department, 
but  by  the  overfeers,  who  receive 
the  grofs  amount  of  the  lift,  and,  af- 
ter having  paid  it,  bring  it  back  to 
the  office,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
fons receiving  fet  oppofite  to  the 
fum*  they  were  to  receive.  \ 

Since  the  drivers  (and  very  nume- 
rous they  are)  are  prevailed  upon  or 
induced  by  cuftom  to  fign  receipts 
for  fums  they  never  receive,  the  re 
may  be  xeafons  or  inducements  for 
the  like  practice  in  various  other 
branches  of  the  expenditure  ;  and  in 
every  inftance  of  this  kjnd.  the 
voucher  is  not  true.  , 

Having  been  informed  that  fbrne 
meafures  tad.  been  taken  by  the 
lords  commjffioners  of  the  tfeafury 
for  the  pufpofe  of  controlling  the 
expenditure  .  of  this  money  v  in 
North  .America,  we  iflued  tp  then> 
our  precept  for  copies  of  the  eom- 
miffions  andinftruclions  given  to.the 
commiftaries  qf  accounts  in  .North 
America,  and  extract's  of  their  enrj 
refpondenCjV  reladve'  thereto;  I* 
eonfequencefof  this  requifition,  we 
received  the  copy  of  a  commifiion, 
dated  15th  "pf  February  1775,  ap- 
pointing major  Duncan  Drummond 
commiflarv  of  accounts,  to  examine, 
audit,  and  certify  all  accounts  what* 
foever  of  money  due  for  forage, 
bread  and'prpyifions,  furnifhect  by 
contract  or  otherwife>,and  delivered 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  hofpitals, 
and  for  all  other  extraordinary  fer- 
vices.  The  fame  power  had  been, 
before  delegated  to  Daniel  Chamier, 
efq;  by  cominiffion  dated  ift'of  Fe- 
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bruary  17  JJ*  but  does  cot  appear  to 
have  been  ever  executed.  We  find, 
by  papers  tranfmitted  to  us  with  this 
commiffion  (fome  of  which  we  have 
inferted  in  the  appendix)  that  in 
purf nance  of  that  commiffion,  and 
of  directions  and  inftro&ions  relative 
thereto,  tranfmitred  from  time  to 
time  f'om  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  to  the  commanders  in 
chief  and  the  commifTar  v  of  accou  r.  1  s, 
ibme  progrefs  has  been  made  in  car- 
rying the  powers  of  that  comrniiTicn 
into  execution ;  but  how  far  it  has 
been  effectual  to  the  prevention  or 
diminution  of  the  evil,  it  has  not 
been  in  our  power  to  difcorer.     9 

Of  die  ten  millions  and  upwards 
that  have  been  ifTued  for  thefe  fer- 
▼ices  to  North  America  within  the 
laft  fix  years,  accounts  of  a  few 
officers  only,  amounting  to  about 
1,100,000/.,  have  been  as  yet  ren- 
dered in  the  proper  o&xe.  *  The  ac- 
counts of  about  140,000 /•  more  are 
ready:  fo  that  the  expenditure  of 
8,760,000/.  frill  remain  to  be  ac- 
counted for. 

By  an  account  of  the  yearly  ave- 
rage number  of  his  majefty's  forces 
ferving  at  New  York  and  its  de- 
pendencies, from  the  ift  of  January 
1776  to  the  31ft  of  December  1780, 
extraftedfrom  returns  of  thofe  forces 
made  to  us  from  the  war  office,  pur- 
suant to  our  requifition,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  the  forces  de- 
creafed  every  year  from  1778;  but, 
from  the  account  of  the  contractors 
for  remitting,  the  ifliie  for  the  ex- 
traordinary fer vices  of  that  army 
greatly  increafed  during  the  fame 
period. 

In  the  account  of  the  iiTues  to  the 
officers  in  the  four  departments,  we 
find  that  the  warrants  iftiied  to  the 
quarter  mafiers  general  fince  the 
1 6th  of  July,  1780,  and  to  the  bar- 


rack matters  general  fince  the  tgth 
of  June,  1780,  and  to  the  commif- 
fanes  general  fince  the  2  5  th  of  May, 
1778,  nave  been  all  temporary,  for 
funis  on   account;    that    no  final 
warrant  has  been  granted  fince  thofe 
fevcral  periods :  lo  that  thefe  fiuns 
have  been  iffiiec*,  without  even  the 
cerrmony  of  a  quarterly  abftrafi, 
ard  the  confidential  reliance  on  the 
officer  that  his  vouchers  are  forth- 
coming. 

Of  thefe  ten  minions,  there  hm 
b?en  iflued  to  Canada,  between  the 
ift  of  June,  1776*  and  the  23d  of 
Oclober  laft,  2,236,029/.  11  j.  7/; 
a  province,  whole  military  opera- 
tions, fince  the  year  1777,  tne  public 
are  not  made  acquainted  with.  This 
ifTue  has  been  increafing  every  year, 
and  no  apparent  reaibn  for  it;  and 
upon  the  expenditure  in  this  pro- 
vince there  exifts  no  check  or  coo* 
trol,  that  we  know  of,  whatever. 

Thefe  are  circnmltances  of  fat 
picion  and  alarm.     The  ordinary 
forms  of  examination  and  account- 
ing are  neither  comprehenfire  nor 
ftrong  enough  to  embrace  the  va- 
rious c  ire  um  fiances  of  this  expen- 
diture :  they  call  for  a  minute,  ac- 
curate, and  rigid  inveftigatiou ;  but 
none  fuch  can,  as  we  apprehend,  be 
obtained  in  this  kingdom ;  the  evi- 
dence eflentiaHy  necefTary  for  that 
purpofe  cannot  be  procured  hetf- 
Should  it  be  thought  proper  to  fub- 
je&  thefe  accounts  to  fuch  a  fcru- 
tiny,  we  can  devife  or  fuggeft  no 
method  of  obtaining  this  end,  on- 
lefs  thelegiflature  fhould  think  pro- 
per to  refer  all  of  them  to  an  exa** 
initiation  in   North    America,   by 
perfens   intelligent    in    the  fubjeclC 
matter,  and  unconnected  with  the^ 
expenditure ;  who  may  inquire  int^ 
every  circumftance  of  the  tranfkc— * 
tion,  and  have  rccourfc  to  ever^ 
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perfbn  concerned  in  it;  ud  who 
nay  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
examine  into  the' whole  expendi- 
ture, as  well  of  the  antecedent  as 
fubfecjuent  iiTaes.  The  commanders 
in  chief  may  be  enjoined  to  give 
them  their  countenance,  protection, 
and  fupport,  and  not  to  grant  war* 
rants  for  the  payment  of  any  ar- 
ticle of  thefe  expences  without  the 
teftimony  of  their  allowance.  •  The 
difallowance  of  the  voucher  comes 
too  late,  after  payment.  By  a  check 
and  control  thus  eftablifhed  upon 
the  fpot,  and  by  an  able  and  con* 
fcientious  execution  of  fuch  a  truft, 
the  public  might  be  enabled  to  ob- 
tain  reftitution  where  they  have 
been  defrauded,  and  fecurity  againft 
impofition  and  peculation  for  the 
future. 

Office  of  Accounts, 
.Surrey-Street, 
1 8th  June,  1782* 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Piggott,  (L.S.) 

Rich.  Nbave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.Bpachcroft,  (L.S.) 
Geo.  DavuMouD.   (L.S.) 


The  Eighth  Report  of  the  Commif- 
f oners  appointed  to  examine,  take* 
and  fate,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom  :  Prefented  to  the  Sipufe 
of  Commons  zoth  December,  1782. 

IN  all  the  acts  by  which  we  have 
been  conftituted,  one  of  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofes  of  our  appointment, 
and,  in  the  laft  ad,  the  only  one 
particularly  mentioned,  is  "  to  ex- 
"  amine,  and  ftate,  in  what  man- 
"  ner,  and  at  what  times,  the  re- 
"  ceipts,  iflues,  and  expenditures 
"  of  the  public  monies  are  now  ac- 
"  counted  for ;  and  to  coniider  and 
"  report/  \>y  what  means  and  me-* 
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thods  the  public  accounts  may  in 
future  be  panned,  and  the  account- 
ants compelled  to  pay  the  ba- 
"  lances  due  from  them,  in  a  more 
"  expeditious,  more  effectual,  and 
*'  lew  expensive  manner." 

In  our  examination  into  the  pay 
offices  of  the  navy  and  army,  we 
found  the  accounts  very  far  in  ar~ 
rear;  7  J  millions,  the  iflues  of  up. 
wards  of  24  years,  to  October  1780, 
for  the  navy  fervices ;  47  millions, 
the  iflues  of  fixteen  years,  to  the 
fame  period  (exclusive  of  the  un- 
fettled  account  of  Lord  Holla  mi  )r 
for  the  army  fervices,  were  unac* 
counted  for.  So  ftriking  a  circftnv 
fiance  would  have  led  us,  of  courfe, 
to  that  office  where  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom  are  audited,, 
that  we  might  endeavour  to  difco* 
ver  the  cauTes  of  this  delay ;  whe- 
ther it  arifes  from  any  want  of  power 
to  compel  perfons  to  come  to  ac- 
count, or  from  any  neglect  in  the 
exercife  of  that  power;  whether 
from  any  defect  in  the  constitution, 
or  in  the  execution  of  the  office 
that  audits  the  accounts;  or  whe- 
ther it  is  occaiioned  by  any  ob- 
ftructions  thrown  in  the  way  by  the 
accountable  perfons  themfefves. 

We  inquired,  in  the  firft  place, 
whether  there  exllts  any  compulfive 
power  to  bring'- in  public  account- 
ants, and  what  fteps  are  taken  pre- 
vious to  *heir  accounting.  Upon 
thefe  points,  Mr*  John  Hughion, 
clerk  of  the  debentures,  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer; 
Adam  Martin,  efq;  firft  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  king's  remembrancer 
in  the  exchequer;  £nd  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Bennet,  one  of  the  fworn 
clerks  in  the  fame  office,  gave  ui 
the  following  information. 

The  power  of  compelling  public 
accountants  to  come  to  account,  is, 
lodged  in  the  court  of  exchequer: 

it 
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it  is  exercifcd  by  either  an  ordinary 
pr  an  extraordinary  procefs.  The 
ordinary  procefs,  is  a  writ  of  dif- 
tringas  ad  compuiandum,  ifliied  by 
the  king's  remembrancer  periodi- 
cally, and  of  courfe,  after  every  if- 
fuable  term.  The  extraordinary 
procefs,  is  a  writ  of  capias  ad  com- 
futandumj  which  ilTues  by  fpecial 
order  of  the  court  of  exchequer, 
where  the  fum  to  be  accounted  for 
is  in  danger,  and  upon  particular 
application  made  to  them  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  proceedings  upon  the  ordi- 
nary procefs  are  in  the  following 
manner : 

•  All  money  iflucd  from  the  ex- 
chequer by  the  auditor  of  the  re- 
ceipt, is  iuued  either  upon  account, 
or  without  account.:  it  does  not  de- 
pend upon  his  difefetion,  which  of 
theft  forms  he  (Kail  mal?e  ufe  of; 
he  is  governed  by  the  authority 
that  directs  the  iflue ;  that  is,  either 
By  an  aft  of  parliament,  or  by  the 
king's  warrant  under  the  great  or 
privy  feal ;  and  by  no  other  autho- 
rity than  thefe  can  money  be  iflued 
out  of  the  exchequer." 

Twice  in  every  year,  after  each 
of  the  ifluable  terms,  the  auditor  of 
the  receipt  makes  out  a  roll,  called 
the  general  impreft  roll,  which  con- 
tains all  the  films  iflued  from  the* 
exchequer  upon  account,  during  the 
preceding  half  year,  with  the  names 
of  the  perfons  to  whom,  and  for 
what  fervices,  iflucd.  This  roll  is 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  pells, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
king's  remembrancer;  a  mode  of 
proceeding  directed  by  the  aft  for 
the  better  obfervation  of  the  courfe 
anciently  ufed  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer. 

About  the  fame  time  that  this 
impreft  roll  comes  to  the   king's 


remembrancer,  the  auditors  of  die 
impreft  make  out  and  fend  to  him 
a  certificate  of  the  accounts  depend- 
ing in  their  office :  by  thefe  means 
the  king's  remembrancer  has  every 
half  year  full  information  to  regu- 
late his  proceedings;  the  general 
impreft  roll  tells  him  what  perfoni 
are  become  accountable,  and  for 
what  Aims ;  and  the  ir.preft  certi- 
ficate (hews  him  which  of  thefe 
perfons  are  proceeding  to  pais  their 
accounts,  and  how  far  any  of  them 
have  proceeded  in  paffing  them. 
This  officer  excrcifes  a  difcreti- 
onary  power,  both  as  to  the  perfoni 
againft  whom,  and  the  time  when, 
he  fhall  iflue  the  dijlringas :  he  pap 
little  attention  to  the  general  im- 
preft roll,  for  two  reafons ;  firft,  be* 
caufe  many  of  the  fums  mentioned 
therein  to  have  ,becsr  iflued  on  acv 
count,  are  neverthelefa  in  their  na- 
ture not  fubjecl,  nor  intended  to  be 
accounted  for ;  as  falaries,  and  pay- 
ments for  fmall  fervices  performed. 
And,  fecondly/  becaufe  thofe  fums 
which  are  intended  to  be  accounted 
for/  haying  been  iflued  fo  recently 
as  within  the  laft  half  year  only, 
may  not  have  been  applied  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended, or,  if  they"  have,  the  ac- 
countants can  hardly  be  fuppoiedto 
be  ready  with,  and  to  have  prepared 
their  accounts  for  examination,  fo 
foon  after  the  application. 

The  impreft  certificate  is  the  in- 
ftrument  by  which  the  king's  re- 
membrancer, in  confutation  with 
the  deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft. 
is  governed  as  to  the  perfons  againft 
whom  he  fhall  iflue  this  procefs. 
Where  the  accounts  therein  ftated 
appear  to  be  of  very  ancient  date, 
or  depending  and  in  a  train  of  pro- 
fee  ution,  fuch  accountants  are  not 

put  in  prpcefs ;  if  the  accounts  arc 
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of  late  date,  £rid  the  accountants, 
having  had  a  reasonable  time  for 
preparation,  have  taken  no  fteps  for 
the  profecution,  ■  againft  thefe  the 
diftringas  iflues.  * 

All  accountants,,  unlets  the  place 
of  their  abode  is  fpecified,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  refide,  and  mof!  of  the 
great  accountants  4o  in  fact  re- 
fide,  within  the  jurifdidtion  of  the 
flierifFs  of  London  and  Middle- 
lex:  to  them,  therefore,  the  dif- 
tringas againft  thefe  accountants  if- 
facs.  We  required  from  the  king's 
remembrancer  the  writ  of  diftringas 
that  iflued  to  thofe  fheriiFs  after  the 
laft  Hilary  terrn^  with  the  return 
and  fchedules  annexed,.. for  our  in-. 
fpeftion ;,  a  copy  of  the  writ,  and 
return  is  inferted  in  the  appendix. 

The  fchedules.  annexed  to  this 
writ  are  very  numerous ;  many  of 
them  contain  .large  funis.  They 
are  of  yarious  4ates ;  and  fome  very 
ancient,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1698.  Each  contains  the  name  of 
the  accountant,  and,  frequently,  the 
fum  for  which  he  is  to  account,  and 
the  fervice  for  which  it  .was  iflued. 
The  return  of  the  fheriiFs  to  the 
writ  before  us  is,  as  to  all  the  ac- 
countants in  the  feveral  fchedules- 
thereto  annexed,  indifcriminately, 
that  none  of  them  had  any  lands  or 
chattels  in  his  bailiwick  by  which 
lie  could  diftrain  them;  nor  were 
they  found  in  the  fame ;  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  office,  a  nichil  re- 
turn, or  nulla  bona  and  non  eft  in- 
ventus. 

From  the  information  of  Mr. 
John  Benfon,  the  principal  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  iherirF  of  Middle- 
sex, we  learn  the  practice  of  the 
office  relative  to  this  writ.  It  is 
ufual  not  to  execute  it;  it  is  a  pro- 
cefs  of  courfe ;  and  the  return  in- 
dorfed  upon  the  writ  before  us,  is 


the  eeaftant  regular  return  upon 
every  one  of  thefe  periodical  writs 
of  diftringas  ad  computandum. 

The  king's  remembrancer,  after 
it  is  returned  to  his  office,  takes  off 
from  the  bundle  of  fchedules  the 
returned  writ,  together  with  thofe 
fchedules  in  which  the  purpofe  of 
the  diftringas  has  been  fatisfied,  and 
files  them  with  the  writ :  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fchedules,  with  the 
addition  of  the  names  and  fchedules 
taken  from  the  laft  impreft  certifi- 
cate, are  annexed  to  the  renewed, 
writ,  and  are  iflued  again  to  the 
fheriffi  Upon  his  appofal  in  the 
court  pf  exchequer,  the  new  fche- 
dules are  read  to  him,  and  he  is 
queftioned  upon  his  oath  restive  to 
the  execution  of  this  writ:  -his  an- 
fwer  is  ufually  agreeable  to  his  re- 
turn. .  Sometimes  the  baron  of  the 
exchequer  before  whom  he  is  ap- 
pofed,  where  the  particular  cafe 
ftrikes  him,  directs  the  iheriff  to 
return  iflues  to  a  certain  amount : 
in  that  cafe,  the.  iheriif  alters  hit 
return,  and  indorfes  upon  th*  writ 
the  iflues  directed,  which  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  pipe  office,  to  be  le- 
vied by  procefs  from  thence;  but 
of  this  proceeding  the  inftance*  are 
rare,  and  the  officer  of  the  fheriffof 
Middlefex  recollects  but  one  in- 
ftance  in  thirty-three  years,  where 
iflues  are  drawn  down  to  the  pipe, 
and  levied. 

Having  thus  examined  into  the 
means  of  compelling  public  ac- 
countants to  come  to  an  account, 
we  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to 
the  office  where  thefe  accounts  are 
audited ;  that  is,  to  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft.  Of  the 
conftitution,  authority,  and  execu- 
tion of  this  office,  we  received  in- 
formation from  John  Bray,  efq.  late, 
deputy  auditor,  and  from  Charles 

Harris, 
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Harris,  cfq.  one  of  the  prefent  de- 
puty auditors  hi  the  office  of-'lord 
Jtifoiratftuart. 

This  office  is  instituted  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  auditing  and  exa- 
mining the  public  accounts :  it  is 
executed  by  two  auditors,  inde- 
ferxknt  of  each  other;  each  hav- 
ing a  feparate  and  diftincl  office;  his 
owii  deputies,  offices,  and  clerks. 
He  is  appointed  by  letters  patent. 
Upon  infpe&ion  of  thofe  by  which 
lord  Sondes  and  lord  Mountftuart 
now  enjoy  this  office,  it  appears  that 
be  is  appointed  auditor  of  the  preft 
©r  impreft,  and  foreign  accounts,  to 
execute  the  office  by  himfelf,  or  his 
depirty^or  deputies,  during  his  good 
behaviour.  The  power  therein  de- 
legated to  him  is,  to  audit  and  de- 
termine, with  the  advice,  authority, 
add  iron  fait  of  the  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  the  accounts  and  views 
ti  accounts  -of  feveral  officers  and 
4*ties  therein  particularly  fpecified, 
and,  in  generaf,  of  all  perfbns  Being 
accofrotafeie  for  any  fums  of  money 
received  by  the  name  of  impreft 
Bern  the  king,  or  any  other  perfon 
iik  his  name,  and  to  be  applied  about. 
tfee  affairs  of  the  king  :  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  examination'  of  the  ac- 
counts^ he  has  no  power  to  bring 
tfee  accountants  before  him ;  if  not 
compelled  by  the  exchequer  pro- 
eels,  they  come  at  their  own'plea- 
fnre  only.  Sy  the  general  impreft 
ioS  frtfm  the  exchequer  every  half 
year,  he  legrns  who  are  become  ac- 
countable,  and  for  what  fums  iflfued 
,  from  thence.  The  yearly  accounts 
of  (bine,  and  the  final  accounts  of 
6ther  of  the  great  accountants,  in-? 
form  him  of  the  infupers  or  fab-ac- 
countants ;  bat  in  the  impreft  cer- 
tificate, which  he  traBfmits  ^vcry 
kalf  ycai  t9>   the  king's   remem- 


brancer, he  inferts  thofe  account- 
ants only  whofe  accounts  are  then 
depending ;  and,  when  once  infert-v 
ed,  he  has  no  authority  to  leave 
them  out ;  their  names  nitrft  remain 
upon  all  fubfequent  certificates,  un- 
til their  accounts  are  paiTed;  and 
from  thence  it  arifes  that* accounts 
of  a  very  ancient  date,  debts  ob- 
folete  and  cfefperate,  conftantly  ap- 
pear upon  thefe  certificates. 

The  accounts  audited  in  this  of- 
fice are  oftwo  kinds ;  ordinary,  and 
extraordinary.*  The  ordinary  ac- 
counts are  prepared,  'made  tip,  aflti 
preferited  to  the  lords'* of  tHe  trea- 
fury for  declaration,  by  virtue  of 
the  authority  veiled  in  the  auditor 
by  the  letters  patent.     The  extra- 
ordinary   accounts    are    prepared, 
made  up,  and  prefented  for  decla- 
ration;  in  pursuance  of  a  fpecial 
warrant  obtained  for  that  purpofe, 
either  from  the  king  or* from  the 
treafury:  previous  to  the  applica- 
tion for  this  warrant,  the  auditor 
examines  the  account  and  vouchers, 
makes  up  a  ftate  of  h,  and  pre- 
fects it  to  the  treafury  for  their 
approbation    and    allowance.      In 
confequence  of  fttch  allowance,  a 
warrant  is  procured  j  which  directs 
die  auditor  'to  prepare,  make  up, 
and  prefent  for  declaration,  the  ac- 
count, conformably  tb  the  ftate  of 
it   fb    approved    of  and  allowed. 
^Which  of  thefe  extraordinary  ac- 
counts   require     the    king's,   and 
which  a  treafury  warrant,  does  not 
feem    to   be    afcertained   by   any 
known  diftin&ion;    the  auditor  is 
taught  by  the  ufage  of  office  only, 
which  he  is  to  apply  for.     The  ac- 
counts of  governors    and  quarter 
mafters  general  are  pafled  by  the 
king's   warrant ;   the    accounts ,  of 
contractors  by  a  treafury  warrant. 

Some  of  the  accounts  are  annual, 
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and  hare' a  continuance;  as  thofe 
of  the  treafufer  of  the  navy,  and 
paymafter  general'  of  the  forces; 
iuch  accounts  are  ufually  pafled,  a 
year's  account  alternately  in  each 
office^  other  accounts  are  carried, 
at  the  option  of  the  accountant,  to 
which  of  the  two  offices  he  chufes ; 
bat  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  lords 
of  the  treafury  to  direct  an  account 
to  be  audited  in  either  office ;  and 
there  are  fpme  accounts,  foch  as 
thofe  of  the  bank  and  South  Sea 
company,  which  sire  audited  by 
both  officers  jointly. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  tranfacV 
ing  the  bufinefs  of  this  office,  we 
proceeded- to  inquire  into  the  ap- 
plication of  thefe  genera]  rules  to 
the  auditing  and  patting  the  parti- 
cular accounts. 

We  began  this  inquiry  in  the 
Came  order  in  which  we  had  ex- 
amined into  the  offices  themfelves ; 
that  is,  firft  with  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  We  required 
from  the  auditors  of  the  impreft 
the  lad  declared  account  of  a  trea- 
furer of  the  navy,  with  the  ledgers, 
charge,  discharge,  and  other  mate- 
rials from  which  that  account  was 
made  out.  The  account  transmit- 
ted ^to  us  purfuant  to  this  requifi. 
tion,  was  that  of  the  late  George 
Grenville,  for  one  year,  ending  the 
31ft  of  December  1759,  with  three 
folio  ledgers,  and  other  detached 
papers;  comprehending  the  total 
charge  upon  him  for  that  year,  his 
total  discharge,  and  two  abftra&s. 

The  charge  confifts  of  two  parts ; 
the  impreft  roll,  and  the.  voluntary 
charge.  The  impreft  roll  contains 
all  the  fums  imprefted  to  him  from 
the  exchequer  during  the  period  of 
his  account ;  and  is  produced  by  the 
treafurer  to  tte  auditor  as  his  proof 


for  that  charge.  The  voluntary 
charge  contains  all  the  fums  received 
by  him  during  the  fame  time  upon 
other  accounts,  and  deductions 
made  by  him  in  his  payments ;  that 
is  to  fay,  imprefls  of  former  trea- 
ftirers  cleared  by  him,  money  ant- 
ing from  the  fale  of  old  navy  and 
victualling  (lores  and  decayed  pro- 
vifions,  abatements  from  bills,  and 
from  (hip,  yard,  and  iick  and  hart 
books,  from  half-pay  lilts,  and  Chat- 
ham chelt. 

The  difcharge  conlifts  of  entries 
of  the  following  articles:  all  the 
bills  paid  by  him  in  the  year  1759* 
for  the  Ordinary  and  extraordinary 
navy  fervices,  for  the  fick  and  hurt, 
and  for  the  victualling  fervice :  they 
are  numbered,  and  entered  as  paid, 
either  on  the  14th  or  on  the  UA 
day  of  every  month,  thefe  two  be- 
ing the  periods  on  which  the  trea- 
furer certifies  his  receipts  and  pay- 
ments to 'the  navy  and  victualling 
boards.  The  number  of  the  navy 
bills  in  this  year's  account,  is  5,05a; 
of, the  victualling,  3,348;  and  of 
the  iick  and  hurt,  1,040;  together, 
9,440  bills ;— entries  of  the  extra 
payments,  with  the  receipts  far 
them  annexed,  being  12  in  num- 
ber;—-entries  of  the  payment  of 
244  (hips  books  made  up  as  paid  i» 
that  year;  each  entry  is  the  dun 
total  of  the  wages  of  the  matter, 
officers,  and  mariners,  during  their 
fervice  on  board  that  (hip,  -  for  a 
certain  ftated  period,  referring  to 
that  (hip's  book  remaining  in  the 
navy  office ;— entries  of  die  total 
fums  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  cheque, 
officers,  and  men,  employed  ia  each 
yard,  for  their  wages  during  a  cer- 
tain ftated  period ;  and  of  die  total 
fums  paid  to  the  hofpital  (hips, 
and  for  iick  quarters,  referring  to 
books  j  and  for  the  half-pay,  refer- 
ring 
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ring  to  lifts;  all  remaining  in  the 
navy  office. 

The  two  abftradts  are,  the  navy, 
and  the  victualling.  The  navy  ab- 
ftract  is  an  index,  in  which  all  the 
bills  are  entered  under  general 
heads,  ranged  alphabetically,  ex- 
prefling,  for  the  moil  part,  either 
the  fervices,  or  the  fpecies  of  floret 
Or  materials,  which  is  the  fubject 
matter  of  the  payment.  Each  en- 
try contains  the  fum,  and  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  paid;  and  the  pay- 
ments under  each  head  are  caft  up 
to  a  total.  It  contains  alfo  the 
fums  paid  "for  the  fick  and  hurt, 
extra  payments,  and  on  the  (hip, 
yard,  hofpitar,  and  fick  quarters 
books,  and  on  the  tylf-pay  lift. 
To  this  is  prefixed  an  alphabetical 
index  of  all  the  heads,  with  their _ 
feveral  totals,  caft  up  into  one 
fum ;  this  is  called  the  abftract  ab- 
ftracted. 

The  other  abftract  contains  the 
victualling  payments,  digefted  and 
ranged  in  a  method  fimiLar  to  that 
of  the  navy  abftract.  Thefe  ma- 
terials, collected  together,  form  a 
complete  ledger  of  a  year's  account 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy:  from 
them  is  compofed  the  formal  ac- 
count, which  pafles  through  various 
offices,  and  to  a  ftate  of  which  the 
treafurer  fwears. 

Sections  of  the  ledgers,  and  the 
other  papers,  are  fent,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  pay  office  of  the 
navy  to  the  office  of  the  auditor  of 
the  imp  re  ft ;  but  none  of  the  vouch- 
ers for  the  entries  are  fent  with 
them  (except  the  receipts  for  the 
extra  payments,  which  are  very 
few) ;  nor  docs  the  auditor  infpect 
any  of  thefe  vouchers;  he  allows 
the    payments     upon    a    different 

I pound.     The  laft  page  of  the  vo- 
untary  charge,  and  every  page,  of 


the  ledgers,  which  contain  the  en- 
tries of  the  navy,  victualling,  and 
fick  and  hurt  bills,  or  the  laft  page, 
where  the  entry,  of  a  bill  takes  op 


more  pages  than  one ;  every  page 
containing  the  payments  on  tat 
fhip,  yard,  .hofpital,  and  fick  cjoar*, 
ters  books,  and  on  the  halt-pay 
lift,  is  figned  at  the  bottom  by  three 
commiffioners  of  the  navy.  Upon 
the  authority  of  thefe  fignaturetf  ' 
the  auditor  allows  the  voluntary 
charge,  and  all  the  payments,  with- 
out the  production  of  any  of  the 
vouchers :  he  does  this  in  puribance 
of  a  writ  of  privy  feal,  which  ever/" 
treafurer  of  the  navy  procures  foott 
after  his  appointment,  and  which 
directs  the  commiflioners  of  thtf 
navy,  in  the  firft  place,  to  examine' 
the  ledger  books  of  accounts  of 
the  treafurer,  and  three  of  them  to 
fign  every  page,  and  orders  that 
thefe  books,  fb  fubfcribed,  fhall  be 
taken  and  allowed  a  fufficient  waN 
rant  and  voucher  to  the  auditors, 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  ex- 
chequer, to  give  full  allowance  of 
the  payments  therein  mentioned  to 
be  made.  Hence  the  ledger  alone* 
thus  fubfcribed,  becomes  the  foJe 
voucher  for  every  payment  therein 
contained ;  and  the  only,  or  at  leal 
the  principal,  burmeTs  of  the  audi- 
tor, is  to  prepare  and  reduce  the 
account  into  the  official  form ;  which 
he  does  in  the  following  manner: 

The  fections  and  abftracts  trt 
generally  proceeded  upon  as  fooa  . 
as  they  are  received  in  the  office* 
The  auditor  compares  the  entry  of 
each  article  in  the  fection  with  the 
entry  in  the  abftract;   and  wherf 
the  bill  involves  a  calculation!  <& 
con fifts  of  many  articles,  he  eS* 
amines  the  computation,  and  caf* 
up  the  articles.     Where  the  flun^ 
perfon  has  received  ftms  at  differ* 
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ent  times,  for,  the  fame  fervice, 
thefe  fums  are  entered  in  the  ledger 
at  the  times  they  were  feverally 
paid;  bat  the  auditor  alters  the 
difpofition  of  them  ;  he  collects 
them  all  together,  and  is  thereby 
enabled  to  check  the  ledger  en- 
tries, and  tp  de(e£t  over-payments  : 
being  poflefled  of  the  warrants  and 
receipts  for  the  extra  payments,  he 
examines  thofe  entries  with  the 
vouchers  themfelves,  and  calls  up 
the  totals  under  each  head  in  the 
abftra&s. 

After -he   has  received    all  the 
materials    £?om-  the     pay    office* 
the  official    account   is    compiled, 
and    reduced     to     the    following 
form;— the    firft    divilion    is    the 
charge ;  whiqh  comprehends  the  ar- 
rears due  from  the  treafurer  on  the 
foot  of  his  laft  account,  the  money 
imprefted  -to  him  from  the  exche- 
quer, and    his    voluntary .  charge. 
The  impreft  part    is    an  Enghfh 
tranllation  of  the  impreft  roll  (which 
is  in  Latin)  but  retaining  the  Latin 
names  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
fums  were  iflued.    The  firft  part  of 
the  voluntary  charge  cohfifts  of  im- 
press in  former  treafurer fhips,  clear- 
ed in  the  time  of  this  acco  unt.   The 
auditor  ranges   the  articles    under 
this  head  in  the  account  in  a  man- 
ner different  from  that  in  the  ledger. 
In  the  latter,  they  are  entered  in; 
the  order  of  time  in  which  the  im- 
press are  brought  to  the  office  to 
be  cleared;  but  the  auditor  tranf- 
pofes  them  into  the  order  of  time 
in  which  the  original  bills  iflued. 
By  this  arrangement  he  can  refer 
more  eafily  to  the  infuper  lift  in  the 
final  account  of  that  treafurer  who 
iffued  them,  in  order  to  mark  them 
off  as  cleared.     The  other  parts  of 
the   voluntary  charge  are  copied 
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total  fums  only,  paid  under  the 
feveral  heads.  This  comprehends 
the  wjiole  charge,  unlefs  errors  in 
the  account  afford  matter'  of  fur-* 
charge. 

The  other  divifion  of  the  ac- 
count is  the  difcharge.  Of  this 
the  greatcft  part  is  taken  from  the 
abftradt  abftra&ed.  The  heads  are 
copied  into  the  account,  with  the 
total  fum  paid  for  each  head,  net  the 
particular  articles  compoiing  that  to- 
tal, except  in  the  following  inftances. 
In  the  navy  difcharge— bounties,  dif- 
burfements,  extra  payments,  pen- 
nons, falaries,  lick  and"  hurt  pay* 
merits,  {hips  books,  rent, and  rewards* 
In  the  victualling  difeharge-— extra, 
payments,  falaries,  rent,  and  worlo- 
manfhip.  Of  thefe  heads  it  has 
been  the  ufage  of  office  to  enteu 
upon  the  account  each  particular 
article ;  and  for  this  reafon ;  it  ena- 
bles the  auditor  to  refer  with  great- 
er facility  to  former  accounts,  snd 
guard  againft  a  fecond  credit  of  the 
feme  payment.  Hedoesnot'rangethe 
article*  under  each  head  exactly  in 
the  order  they  Hand  in  the  abftract ; 
he  difpofes.thcm  as  bell  fuits  Jiis 
own  ideas  and  Convenience.  The 
fee$  for  paffing  the  account,  and  the 
balance  due  from  the  treafurer, 
conclude  the  account  of  the -year; 
unlefs  it  be  his  final  account,  and 
then  the  voluntary  charge  xontains 
feveral  other  articles  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  copied  into  the  account  in 
like  manner  with  the  reft;  and 
there  is  alfo  added  at  the  end  a 
lift  of  the  infupers,  that  is,  of  thofe 
perfon>  to  whom  fums  have  been 
iflued  upon  account,  but  which  have 
not  been  cleared  during  the  time 
of  the  treafurerftiip,  with  the  fums 
and  dates  of  the  impreft  bills.  The 
treafurer  has  no  credit  in  his  an* 
anal  account  for  the  fums  imprefted 
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and  not  cleared  by  him  in  each 
year;  they  are  referved  for,  and 
entered  in,  his  final  account,  where 
he  has  credit  for  them  all,  and  the 
refponfibility  is  transferred  to  the 
perfons  themfelves  who  have  re- 
ceived the  fums,  and  they  are  re* 
turned  accountable.  This  lift,  in  a 
long  treafurerfhip,  fwells  to  a  great 
fize;  it  is  tranfmitted  from  the  pay 
office  of  the  navy,  signed  by  three 
commiffioners,  and  admitted  upon 
the  authority  of  that  signature.  The 
names  on  the  tranfmitted  lift  are 
entered  in  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  impreft  bills  were  paid ; 
but  they  are  tranfpofed  upon  the 
account  into  an  alphabetical  order, 
for  two  reafons ;  that  all  the  fums 
imprefted  to  the  fame  perfon  may 
be  brought  together ;  and,  that  each 
article  may  be  the  more  eafily  found 
hereafter,  to  be  marked  in  thq  mar- 
gin, when  it  is  cleared  in  a  fubie- 
quent  account :  but  in  the  final  ac- 
counts that  are  now  making  up  in  the 
treafurer's  office,  the  mode  of  rang- 
ing the  names  of  the  infupers  alpha- 
betically is  adopted.  The  laft  ftep 
is,  comparing  the  balance  ftated  by 
the  auditor  with  the  balance  of  the 
treafurer ;  and,  if  it  agrees,  the  ac- 
count is  completed.  A  fhort  ftate 
of  this  account  is  drawn  up  in  the 
auditors  office;  this  ftate  the  ac- 
countant fwears  to,  or,  if  a  peer, 
attefts,  before  the  barons  of  the  ex- 
chequer, or  commiffioners  appoint- 
ed by  them.  The  total  charge 
upon  Mr.  Grenville  in  this  account, 
for  the  year  1759,  is  6,674,226/. ; 
the  total  difcharge,  4,555,105/. 

Of  every  account  two  parts  are 
made  out  in  the  auditors  office ;  the 
one  on  paper,  called  The  Declared 
Account,  or  Declaration;  the  o- 
ther  on  parchment,  called  empha- 
tically The  Account ;  both  of  them 
are  iigned  by    the  deputy    audi- 


tors, prefented  to.  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  for  declaration,  Signed  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by 
two  other  lords  of  the  treafury,  and 
by  the  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer. 
The  declaration  is  preferved  in  the 
auditors  office ;  and  the  account  is 
carried  to  the  offices  of  the  king's 
remembrancer  and  of  the  lord  tre* 
furer's  remembrancer,  and  then  to 
the  pipe ;  where  it  remains,  and  from 
whence  the  treafurer  receives  his 
quietus. 

Such  is  the  progrefs  of  an  ac- 
count of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy 
through  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft. 

As  none  of  the  vouchers,  except 
thofe  for  the  extra  payments,  are 
produced  to  the  auditor,  but  he  re- 
lies for  the  exiftence,  as  well  as  for 
the  truth  of  them,  upon  the  fpb- 
fcription  of  the  three  commiffion- 
ers of  the  navy,  we  thought  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  enquire  what  is  the  ex- 
amination given  in  the  navy  office 
to  thefe  accounts,  that  warrants  the 
commiffioners  in  ftamping  fo  great 
a  credit  upon  thefe  entries.  To 
this  purpofe  we  examined  the  offi- 
cers who  are  employed  in  thofe 
branches  of  the  navy,  victualling* 
and  fick  and  hurt  offices-,  through 
which  thefe  account!  pafs. 

In  the  navy  office,  we  examined 
Mr.  Ofborne  Standert,  chief  clerk 
to  the  controller  of  the  accounts  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  in  the 
bill  office,  and  Mr.  William  Payn- 
ter,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  ticket 
office;  Mr.  Benjamin  Holl,  chief 
clerk  to  the  controller  of  the  navy 
in  the  branch  for  the  payment  01 
feamen's  wages,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Da  vies,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  office 
for  bills  and  accounts ;  Mr.  Robert 
Gregfon,  chief  clerk  to  the  clerk  w 
the  a&s;  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Pooler- 
chief  clerk  to  the  controller  of  the 
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*  iftaafftng  accounts,  la  the  vic- 
tualling oifi;ce,  we  examined- Mr. 
Penhani  Briggs,  the  accountant  lor 
cafli;  Mr.  William  Sayer,  chief 
clerk  for  cleaning  imprelis  ;  and 
Mr.  John  Smith,  chief  clerk  for 
keeping  the  charge  on  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy :  and  in  the  fick  and 
hurt  office,  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  chief 
clerk  to  the  cornmiffioners,  together 
with  G%q.  $waffield,  efquire,  cafhier 
of  the  vi&ualhng  in  the  office  of  the 
treafttfer.— From  them  we  are  fop- 
piif4  with  the  following  information: 

The  year's  account  of  a  trea- 
furer of  the  navy  is  made  out  in 
the  three  branches  of  his  office,  each 
branch  attending  to  that  part  of  the 
account  which  relates  to  its  own 
bufinefs*  and  tranfmiuing  it  to  the 
office  of  the  auditors*  of  the  impreft. 
The  vouchers  both  for  the  charge 
and  discharge,  and  the  entries  of 
thofe  vouchers  in  the  fections,  all 
receive  an  examination,  check,  and 
correction,  in  fome  branch  or  other 
of  the  navy,  victualling,  or  fick  and 
hurt  offices,  previous  to  their  being 
figned  by  the  cornmiffioners  of  the 
navy,  and  to  the  trairfmiffion  of  the 
fediohs  to  the  office  of  the  au- 
ditor. 

The  charge  is  checked  in  the 
following  manner  :•— as  to  the  im- 
preft part,  the  exchequer  every 
month,  and  the  treafurer  immediate- 
ly after  his  receipt,  tranfmit  to  the 
navy -board  certificates  of  all  the 
Aims  imprefted  to  him:  twice  in 
every  month  he- certifies  to  them  all 
his  receipts  and  payments  in  gene- 
ral; the  v  contents  of  thefc  certifi- 
cates are  entered  in  the  navy  office ; 
with  thefe  entries  his  impreft  charge 
is  compared,  as  well  as  verified  by 
the  impreft  roJl  obtained  by  him 
from  the  exchequer. 

As  to  the  other  part,  which  is  the 
Vol..  XXXIf. 


voluntary  charge,  much  the  greateft 
part  of  it  is  directed  into  his  hands 
by  letters  from  either  the  navy  or 
victualling  boards ;  of  which  let-* 
ters  entries  are  made  in  the  re- 
ipective  offices ;  and  as  he  receives ' 
the  fums  mentioned  in  thofe  letters, 
he  inferts  them  in  his  next  certifi- 
cate; be  fides  which,  the  fans  re- 
ceived by  him  from  ixaprelb  clear  • 
ed,  and  from  abatements  on  bills  or 
books,  appear  upon  the  (ace  of  the 
bills  and  books  thcmfelves,  and 
every  bill  is  registered  in  its1  proper 
office.  The  voluntary  charge  con- 
fifts  of  three  parts,  and  is  made 
out*  one  part  in  each  branch  of  the 
treasurer's  office.  That  made  out 
in  the  pay  branch,  confifting  of 
abatements  on  Chip  and  yard  books, 
and  half-pay  lifts,  is  checked  and 
examined  in  the  office  of  the  con- 
troller of  the  navy,  by  a  ledger 
kept  there  for  the  fpeciai  purpofe 
of  entering  every  one  of  the  arti- 
cles contained  in  that  charge,  and. 
which  entries  are  taken  from  the 
books  themfeives,  the  fums  there 
inferted  having  been  calculated, 
examined,  and  compared  in  three 
different  offices.  That  made  out  in 
the  cafhier's  branch,  confining  of 
imprefls  cleared  in  former  treafurer- 
ftips,  abatements  from  bills,  mo- 
ney produced  by  the  fale  of  old 
ftores,  and  received  from  the  fuc- 
ceffor,  is  examined  and  checked  fay 
entries  made  of  every  article  that 
compofes  it  in  the  office  of  the  con- 
troller of  the  treasurer's  account*. 
That  part  made  out  in  the  victual- 
ling branch,  confifting  of  imprefts 
cleared,  abatements  f>om  bills,  ferns 
ari&ag  from  the  fale  of  old  ftores, 
fees  of  oxen,  and  decayed  provi- 
fions,  is  examined  with  the  entries 
in  the  ledger,  kept  in  that  brafteit 
of  the  victualling  oj&ce*  fci  keep- 
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ing  the  charge  upon  the  treafurer ; 
in  which  ledger  every  article  of 
this  charge  is  entered,  either  -from 

*  the  letters  directing  the  payment, 
or  from  the  bills  themfelves :  a  copy 
of  this  charge  is  iigned  by  three 
commiflioners  of  the  victualling, 
which  is  the  warrant  for  the  figna- 
ture  of  the  three  commiflioners  of 
die  navy,  upon  that  copy  which  is 
fent  to  the  auditors  office. 

The  difcharge  is  checked  in  this 
manner:— every  bill  paid  by  the 
treafarer  is  made  out  in  fome 
branch  or  other  of  the  navy,  vicT 
tualling,  or  fick  and  hurt  offices,  or 
in  the  yards  or  out  ports :  if  made 
out  in  one  of  the  offices,  it  under- 
goes one,  or,  if  neceflary,  more  ex- 
aminations in  that  office :  if  made 
out  at  the  yards,  it  is  fent  to,  and 
examined  by,  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy : 
if  made  out  at  the  out-ports,  it  is 
lent  to,  and  examined  in,  the  office 
of  the  accountant  for  cafh  in  the 
victualling  office.  All  bills,  where- 
ever  made  our*  are  entered  in  re- 
gifters;  the  navy  bills  in  the  con- 
troller*^ office ;  the  victualling  bills 
in  .the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
victualling ;  and  the  fick  and  hurt 
bills  in  the  fick  and  hurt  office; 
and  when  affigned  for  payment, 
they  are  entered  again  in  affigning 
books,  kept  for  thofe  purpofes  in 
the  feveral  offices.  The  treafurer's 
fe&ions,  with  the  original  bills 
themfelves,  are  fent  to  thefe  feve-  . 
Yal  offices,  to  be  compared  and  ex- 
amined with  the  entries  made  in 
their  books :  the  navy  fe&ions  are 
examined  with  the -.entries  in.  the 
affigning   book    in    the    office    of 

-the    controller  of  the    treafurer's 
accounts,  and  afterwards  compared 

;Witfc  the  original  bills  themfelves ; 
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mined with  the  entries  in  the  affign-  x 


ing  book  in  the  office  of  the  con- 
troller of  the  victualling  ;  the  -fick 
and  hurt  feftions,  with  the  entries 
in  the  affigning  book  in  the  fick 
and  hurt  office,  and  they  are  after- 
wards compared  with  the  original 
bills  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer's  accounts. 

For  every  fhip  five  books  are 
made  out,  copies  of  each  other, 
lodged  in  three  different  depart-  • 
ments  of  the  navy  office,  one  in  that 
branch  of  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer's  accounts,  called 
the  ticket  office ;  two  in  the  office 
of  the  controller  of  the  navy,  one 
of  them  for  the  commiffioner  who 
controls  the  payments,  the  other 
for  the  controller's  clerk  who  at- 
tends him ;  and  two  in  the  office  of 
the  treafurer:,  this  book  contains 
the  names,  the  times  of  fervice,  and 
the  defalcations,  of  every  perfon 
belonging  to  that  fhip,  together 
with  die  full  and  nett  .wages  of  all 
perfons  who  are  paid  upon  that 
book ;  all  thefe  feveral  fums  arc 
calculated,  examined,  and  checked, 
both  in  the  ticket  office  and  in  tbe 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy; 
and  the  full  fum  to  be  allowed  the 
treafurer,  for  the'  pay  of  that  fhip, 
is  entered  at  the  end  of  the  fhip's 
book,  and  is  the  fame  fum  in  the 
treafurer's  ledger,  which  he  claims  v 
tOvbe  allowed*  him  for  the  payment 
of  that  fhip. 

When  a  fhip  is  paid,  a  commif- 
fioner of  the  navy,  two  clerks  from 
the  treafurer's  office,  and  one  from 
each  of  the  controller's  offices,  at- 
tend, each  with  his  book;  by 
which  means  they  are  a  check  upon 
each  other:  three  of  thefe  books 
are  made  up  at  the  fame  timf,  and 
compared  together ;  and  remain  af- 
terwards, one  in  the  office  of  the 
treafurer,  another  in  that  of  the 
controller,  and  the  third  in  that  of 
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the  controller  of  the  tfeafurer's  ac- 
counts. The-  treafurer's  fections, 
containing  the  fums  paid  upon  the 
(hip's  books,  are  taken  from  the  full 
books,  after  they  are. made  up  and 
figned  by  three  commiffioners  of 
the  navy,  and  are  compared,  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  trea- 
surer's accounts,  with  the  fums  en- 
1  tered  upon  the  books  in  that  office; 
The  fums  for  the  hofpital,  half-pay, 
and  iick  quarters,  are  like  wife  taker! 
from,  and  compared  with,  the  full 
books  kept  for  thofe  fervices.  Upon 
a  final  account,  the  infuper  lilt  is 
taken  from  the  impreft  ledgers,  one 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  treafurer's  accounts,  another 
in  the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
vittualling  accounts;  and  in  fome 
one  of  which  every  impreft  bill  is 
entered:  this  lift  is  compared  with 
the  entries  in  thefe  impreft  ledgers. 

In  confequence  of  this  examina-  . 
tion  of  the  entries  in  the  treafurer's 
ledger,  with  the  vouchers  for,  and 
entries  of,  the  fame  articles  in  the 
books  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  navy,  victualling,  and  iick  and 
hurt  offices,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy  are  authorized  to  give  to  the 
entries  in  that  ledger  a  credit  equal 
to  the  credit  of  original  vouchers, 
and  to  give  to  the  treafurer  a  dif- 
penfation  with  the  production  of 
thofe  originals  in  the  office  where 
he  is  finally  to  pafs  his  accounts. 

The  information  we  have  thus 
collected,  enables  us  to  form  fome  * 
judgment  of  the  caufes  of  the  delay 
in  paffing  the  accounts  6f  the  trea- 
furer of  the  navy,  as  well  as  fup- 
plies  us  with  matter  for  regulation, 
worthy,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  attention  of  the  legif- 
lature. 

The  caufe  of  delay  that  occurs 
the  firff  in  this  inquiry,  is  the  not 


executing  the  compulfory  procefs 
intended  to  bring  in  perfon?  to  ac- 
count. This  is  a  fource  of  delay 
that  extends  to  every  account  fub- 
ject  to  be  paffed  in  the  auditors 
office. 

A  diftrefs  is  an  ancient  and  legal 
method  of  forcing  a  perfon  to  do 
certain  ads,  which  the  law  requires 
of  him;  and  it  is  an  effectual  me- 
thod ;  for  he  refufes  at  the  peri!  of 
forfeiting  to  the  crown  a  part  of 
his  property,  and  if  he  continues 
refractory,  of  having  that  forfeiture 
increated  till  he  obeys ;  but  the 
diftringas  ad  cciiiputanclum  is  a  pro- 
cefs utterly  nugatory ;  it  iffues  out 
of  mere  form ;  and,  though  levelled 
at  perfons  who  have  millions  to  ac- 
count for,  it  is  never  executed.  The 
long  uiage  of  office  warrants  the 
Sheriff  to  give  it  under  his  hand, 
and  to  confirm  it  by  his  oath  in  the 
court '  of  exchequer,  that  the  trea- 
furer of  the  navy  is  not  to  be  found 
either  in  the  city  of  London,  or  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  that 
the  payniafter  general  of  the  forces 
has  neither'  land's  'nor  chattels  in 
either  of  thofe  diftricts  by  which 
he  can  be  diftrained, 

So  far  as  the  prefent  fyftim  of 
paffing  the  public  accounts  fliall  be 
retained,  this  procefs  ought  to  be 
made  effectual :  It  cannot  be  fo  in 
its  prefent  ftate.  The  wrirmuft  be 
difmcumbered  of  that  load  of  old 
and  ufelefs  fchedules,  at  prefent  al- 
ways annexed  to  it.  Authority 
mould  be  given  to  infpect  and  fcru- 
tinize  the  lifts  of  perfons,  who  ftand 
at  this  time  accountable  to  the  crown 
for  money  imprefted  or  iffued  tor 
them  on  account,  and  to  diftinguifh 
thofe  who  are  of  ability  and  ame- 
nable, from  the  in! ol vent  and  thofe 
whofr  accounts  are  remote  and  del- 
perate,  and  who  can  neither  them- 
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felves  nor  their  representatives  ever 
be  profecuted  with  any  hopes  of 
fucccfr.  The  names  and  fchedulcs 
of  the  Utter  fhould  all  be  taken  from 
the  writ ;  the  former  only  mould  be 
^annexed ;  and  upon  all  named  in  the 
fchedules  annexed,  the  writ  mould 
be  executed,  and  they  fhould  be 
compelled  to  appear  upon  the  re* 
turn,  and  give  the  reaions  for  the 
delay  before  the  proper  judges,  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer. 

The  certificates  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  irapreft  require  the  like 
corre&ion.  Public  inftruments  fhould 
not  be  incumbered  with  ufelefs  mat- 
ter :  nothing  mould  be  inferted.  in 
them  but  what  tends  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  defigned  by  them ;.  but  thefe 
'  certificates  are  filled  with  dale  ac- 
counts that  have  been  depending* 
many  of  them,  for  a  century,  the 
accountants  forgotten,  the  line  of 
theix  representation  not  to  be  traced, 
no  vouchers  to  be  found,  no  veftiges 
of  them  whatever  remaining,  fave 
what  are  preferved,  to  no  purpofe, 
in  thefe  inftruments;  they  puzzle 
and  confound  the  officers  they  are 
Intended  to  inform;  they  engage 
the  time  of  clerks  that  might  be 
ufefttllv  employed,  and  for  which 
thepublic  pay. 

The  power  of  difcharging  ac- 
counts of  long  Handing  has  been 
excrcifed  by  the  kgiflature  for  the 
quiet  of  the  fubjeft.  In  the  land 
tax  aft  of  the  year  175.9,  all  infu- 
pers  fet  in  the  accounts  of  the.  ic* 
Ceivers  general  of  the  land  tax  be* 
fore  the  year  1746  are  abfolutely 
discharged. 

Other  delays  arife  in  the  office  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  flow 
in  a  great  meafure^from  the  prefeat 
conflitution  of  that  office..  As  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft  cannft  paft 
the,  account  until  he  has  received 


all  the  materials  of  which  it  js  com— 
pofed,  we  required  from  him  a  ftatc^ 
of  the  order  of  time  in  which  the^ 
feyeralparts  of  Mr.  Grenville's  ac  _ 
count  for  the  year  1759  were  dela^ 
vered  into*  his  office.     By  this  ftac^ 
it  appears,  that  the  firft  fe&ions  c^ 
this  year  came  to  the  auditor  i.j 
May    1763;    that    the    voluntas-^ 
change,    and   fame   other  papery 
which  were  the  parts  of  the  account 
that  came  the  laft*  were  not  receive 
until    December  .  1781;    that   is, 
eighteen  years  after  thefe&ions,  and 
near  twenty-two  years  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year  to  which  the 
account  belongs.      We   required, 
Ukewife,  from  the  auditors  a  ftate 
of  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers  of 
the  navy,  now  depending  in  each  of 
their  offices,  with  the  times  whea 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  accounts  wtrft 
delivered  in  to  each.     Thefe  tes 
ihew,  that  the  accounts    for  the 
two  next  fucceeding   years,  1760 
and   1 76 1,  are  ready  for  declara- 
tion; that  the  accounts  of  note  of 
the  fubiequent  years  are  cemplete 
in   the  office,  little  more  than  the 
navy  and  vi&ualHng  fe&ions  of  thefe 
years  having  been  as  yet  received 
from  the  treaftxrer's  office. 

One  of  the  principal  caoies 
affigne4  for  this  delay,  and  the  only 
one  that  feems  to  have  a  foundation* 
is  ftated  in  our  third  report;  it  is 
the  neceffity  of  keeping  open  the 
{hips  books  for  many  years,  even 
after  the  treaforer,  in  whofe  tin* 
they  were  firft  opened,  is  oat  of  of- 
fice, for  the  purpofe  of  compleating 
the  payments  upon  each  book,  &* 
fuch  treafurer  may  have  his  proper 
voucher  -for  the  payment  of  eich 
(hip,  and  to  prevent  the  difficulty 
that  would  arife  in  diitinguifbiig 
the  payments  by  each,  if  the*  toc 
hook  was  paid  upon  by  more  tie** 

furers  than  one. 

Keeping 
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keeping  open  the  !hipfs  books  fo  who  has  long  been  employed  in  the' 

kmg,  b&ftdes  the  delay  it  occafions-  office  of  the  control  1  en  of  the  trea- 

ifl  the  accounts,  is  pregnant  with  fo  t  fur er's     accounts    at    Portfmouth, 

marfy  Inconveniences  both  to  the  where  by  for  the  greateft  number 

dflfcer  and  the  office,  that  The  cor-  of  the  Grips  and  recalls  are  paid ; 

reftion  of  this  defeft  is  an  object  Mr.  Edward  Falkingham,  a  clerk 

worth  attempting.  in  that  branch  of  the  office  of  the 

The  difficulty  lies  in  the  payment  controller  of  the  navy  that  relates 
upon  recalls ;  that  is,  of  thole  per-  to  the  payment  of  fcahien's  wages; 
fons  who  remain  upon  a  book  un-  and  by  Mr.  William  Paynter,  the 
£aid  after  th*  day  of  payment.  A  chief  clerk  in  the  ticket  office. 
Aip  is  fhid  emphatically  to  be  paid,  A  ftitp's  boqk,  with  its  four  co- 
upon fliat  day  in  which  that  mifl's  pits,  is  made  out  in  the  fhip;  it 
book  it  firft  opened  fbr  payment,  contains  the  names,  and  certain  ne- 
except  Where  one  perfcn  only  upon  ceflary  circumftances,  of  all  the  per- 
a  fhip's  book  is  paid  upon  a  certain  forts  entitled  to  wages  in  that  ftiip ; 
day^in  order  to  put  that  fhip  out  of  the  two  oppofite  pages  are  divided 
comtniflion ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  pay-  into  a  variety  or  columns,  with  a 
ments%- within  the  month  after,  are  title  at  the  top  of  each  column; 
cohiidered  not  as  recalls,  but  as  eighteen  of  thefe  columns  are  for 
payments  on  th*  pay  day.  AH  pay-  defalcations,  that  is,  deductions  or 
mehtt  made  fubfequent  tt>  that  day,  abatements  that  are  to  be  made  out 
and  before  the  book  is  made  up,  of  their  wages  at  the  time  of  pay- 
are  payments  upon  recalls,  and  are  ment:  four  of  thefe  are  conftant, 
now  made  by  Or  upon  the  book  it-  certain  deductions;  they  are  intitu- 
fclf,  and  by  the  treaftirer  in  whofe  led,  the  cheft,  the  hofpital,  the  three 
treafurerfhip  the  book  was  firft  pence  in  the  pound,  and,  the  ma- 
opened  for  payment,  whether  he  is  rine  ftoppages.  The  other  fourteen 
in  or  out  of  office.  If  a  method  can  are  cafual.  The  wages  of  an  able 
be  devifed  of  paying  thofe  after-  feaman  are  twenty-four  ihillings  a 
claimants  by  the  treafurer  in  office,  month :  this  is  part  of  the  four 
and  othetwife  than  by  the  ftiip's,  pounds  per  man  per  month,  voted 
book,  without  delaying  or  difturb-  annually  by  parliament  for  th« 
ing  the  pay  of  the  feamen,  or  con-  maintenance  of  the  feamen  :  from 
founding  the  accounts  of  the  trea-  this  fum  of  twenty-four  /hillings, 
furers,  the  flap's  books  may  then  be  and  from  £he  monthly  wages  of* 
clofcd  at  any  time,  and  this  diffi-  every  warraut  and  petty  officer, 
culty  will  be  removed.  there  are  two  conftant  deductions ; 

In  otder  to  difcover  fuch  a  me-  one  (hilling  for  the  cheft,  and  fix- 
thod,  u  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  pence  for  the  hofpital.  The  one 
examine  minutely  into  the  mariner  fhilling  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
in  which  this  branch ^of  the  buiinefs  fbr  three  different  purpofes;  fix- 
is  now  conducted  in  the  pay  office  pence  of  it  is  paid  to  the  cheft  at 
of  the  navy ;  and  with  this  know-  f  Chatham,  for  the  fupport  of  hurt 
ledge  we  are  furniihed  by  Mr.  A-  and  difabled  feamen ;  four- pence 
dam  lellicoe,  chief  clerk  in  the  pay  is  "paid  to  the  chaplain ;  and  two- 
brahch  in  the  office  of  the  treafurer  pence  to  the  furgeon.  The  fix- 
of  the  navy ;  Mr.   John  Hunter,  pence  is  applied  to  the  fupport  of 

\Xz\  Greenwich 
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Greenwich  hofpital ;  and  th;  month- 
ly pay  of  the  commifnoned  officers 
is  alfo  fubjedt  to  the  fame  deduc- 
tion. The  three-pence  in  the  pound 
is  a  deduction  from  the  pay  of  all 
commiflioned  and  warrant  officers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying- the  wi- 
dows penfions.  The  marine  Hop- 
pages  are,  one -penny  a  week  frorn, 
the  wages  of  the  private  men,  three 
half-pence  of  the  corporal  and 
drummer,  and  two-pence  of  the  fer- 
jeant,  applicable  to  the  fame  boun- 
ty. The  cafual  deductions  are  ei- 
ther for  articles  fupplied  to  them, 
which  they  are  to  pay  for  out  of* 
their  wages ;  or  for  wages  that  have 
been  advanced  to  them,  or  remit- 
ted by  their  order;  or  certain 
mulcts  incurred  by  them. 

The  fhip's  book,  being  formed 
with  thefe  divisions,  is  lent,  with 
the  four  copies,  from  the  Ihip  to  the 
pay  office  of  the  navy  at  that  port 
whe:  j  the  fhip  is  to  be  paid,  with. 
all  the  columns  filled  up  except  the 
eight  following;  the  cheft,  the  hof- 
pital, the  throe-pence  in  the  pound, 
the  marine  froppages,  the  full  and 
nctt  wages,  the  fums  remitted  at 
the  pay  of  the  fhip,  and,  neglect. 
The  firft  fix,  depending  upon  the 
time  of  the  fervice  of  each  perfon, 
cannot  be  filled  up  until  that  ti:ue 
is  fully  afcertained  by  examination, 
on  the  day  of  payment ;  neither  can 
the  next,  as  being  a  tranfa&ion  upon 
that  day.  The  column  of  neglect, 
which  contains  the  mulcts  and  fines, 
is  filled  up  fome  time  before  the 
payment. 

The  officers  and  fcamen.  entitled 
to  wages  upon  any  fliip's  book,  may 
be  paid,' either  before  the  pay  day 
of  that  fhip,  or  upon  that  day,  or 
between  the  pay  day  and  the  mak- 
ing up  of  the  book,  or  after  the 
book  is  made  up :  each  of  thefe 
times  of  payment  is  attended  with  . 
z 


fome  difference  in  the  mode.     The 
payments  on  the  pay  day  are  made, 
and  payments  upon  recalls,  that  is, 
between  the  pay'  day  and  the  mak- 
ing up  of  the  books,  are  eifher  made 
or  fet  off  upon  the  (hip's  book  it- 
felf ;  all  the  dreumfbwees  of  each 
payment  being  there  entered,  that  - 
book  becomes  the  evidence  of  fuch 
payments:  but  payments  made,  ei- 
ther previous  to  the  pay  day,  of 
fubfequent  to  the  making  up  of  the 
books,    are   not    made    upon   the 
books,  but  upon  lifts,  or  by  tick- 
ets, which  lifts  or  tickets  contain 
all  the  circumftances,  and  are  the, 
evidence  of  fuch  payments. 

A  payment  upon  the  pay  day, 
which  is  generally  the  principal 
payment,  is  in  this  manner :— The 
full  wages  of  each  perfon  applying 
are  calculated,  and  entered  in  the 
full  column;  the  open  columns  of 
defalcations  are  filled  up :  the  total 
of  his  defalcations,  both  certain  and 
cafual,  being  call  up,  and  dedu&ed 
from  his  full  wages,  leaves  the  nett 
wages ;  which  are  paid  to  him,  and 
entered  in  the  proper  column.  No 
date  is  fet  in  the  book  againfi  the 
names  of  the  perfons  who  are  paid 
upon  this  day;  but  the  indorfement 
of  the  day  upon  the  book,  ferves 
for  the  date  of  all  tho.fe  payments: 
after  that  day,  the.  book,  at  what- 
ever port  it  may  be,  remains  in  the 
pay  ofiice  there,  until  it  is  final- 
ly clofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  pay- 
ing upon  recalls ;  which  is  done 
in  the  following  manner: 

A  lilt  of  the  claimants  entitled  to 
wages  from  fhips  that  have  been 
paid,  is  fent  from  the  fhip  where 
they  are  on  board,  to  the  pay  office 
at  the  port;  this  lilt  is  examined 
with  the  fhip's  books  that  'are  in  the 
office;  and  the  perfons  upon  the 
lift  who  can  be  paid,  are  difhnguifh- 
ed  from  thofe  who  cannot.    The 

current 
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current  number  in  the  lhip's  book 
is  entered  upon  the  lilt,  oppofite  the 
name  of  the  perfon,  that  he  may  be 
tbe  more  eafily  found  upon  the 
book  when  he  comes  to  be*  paid. 
The  lift,  thus  corrected,  is  returned 
to  the  captain  :  who  fends  on  more, 
under  the  care  of  a  commiffioned 
officer,  thofe  men  who  appear  upon 
the  lift  entitled  to  receive  their  wa- 
ges: they  are  <paid  each  upon  the 
book  of  that  (hip  to  which  he  be- 
longed,  and  the  date  of  the'day  he 
u  paid  upon  is  fet  oppofite  to  -his 
name. 

Where  the  lift  contains  the  names 
of  men  belonging'  to  ihips  whofe 
books  are  not  at  that  port,  die  pay 
clerks  apply  to  the  pay  officers  of 
thofe  ports  where  the  books  are,  for 
extracts  ;  that  is,  for  copies  of  the 
entries  relative  to  thofe  men,  in  the 
books  from*  which-'  they  federally 
claim  their  wages:  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  thefe  extracts,  the  lift  is 
corrected  by  them,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  inform  the  captain  which 
of  thofe  men-  he  may  fend  to  be 
paid ;  and,  that  thefe  payments  may 
be  fet  off  upon  the  proper  fhip's 
books,  the  account  of  the  extracts, 
that  is,  of  the  men  thus  paid,  is  fent 
every  quarter  to  the  feveral  ports. 

In  payments  by  lifts,  either  pre- 
vious to  the  pay  day  of  the  fhip, 
or  after  the  (hip's  book  is  made  up, 
or  by  tickets,  the  name,  time  offer- 
vice,  defalcations,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  each  perfon,  are  tran- 
scribed from  the  book  of 'that  fhip 
from  which  he  claims  his  wages, 
into  the  lift  or  ticket.  Each  entry 
is  an  exacl  copy  of  die  entry  rela- 
tive to  the  fame  perfon  in  the  ihip's 
book  ;  and  it  muft  be  fo ;  for  other- 
wife  the  remaining  defalcations,  and 
the  full  and  nett  wages,  could  not 
be  calculated.     After  this  is  done, 


where  the  payment  is  by  M,  pre- 
vious .to  the  payment  of  the  fhip,  or 
by  ticket,  the  wages  are  calculated ; 
the  open  columns  all  filled  up ;  and 
if  by  lift,  the  nett  wages  are  paid  ; 
or  if  by  ticket,  that  ticket  is  affign-? 
ed  upon  the  treafurer  for  payment 
of  the  nett  fum  therein  mentioned  ; 
and  in  both  thefe  modes,  to  prevent 
double  payments,  the  fhip's  book  is 
marked,  oppofite  the-  name  of  each 
perfon,  in  what  manner  paid,  and 
by  what  treafurer. 

A  payment,  fubfequent  to  the. 
making  up  of  the  fhip's  book,  is* 
made  upon  a  lift  of  arrears,  that  is,' 
a  book  that  contains  the  name  of 
each  fhip,  and  the  names  and  cir- 
cumftances,  extracted  from  the  fe- 
veral (hips  books,  of  all  perfons 
paid  after  the  books  on  which  they 
claim  wages  have  been  made  up  and 
finally  clofed.  All  fhips  books  are 
at  prefent  made  up  and  remain  af- 
terwards at  the  navy  office  in  Lon- 
don. A  claimant  upon  fuch  books 
muft  firft  apply  for  his  wages  to  the  \ 
navy  board :  they  refer  to  the  fhip's 
book  lodged  in  the  ticket  office; 
and  if  he  appears  to  be  entitled, 
they  order  him  to  be  entered  and 
paid  upon  the  lift  of  arrears,  and 
his  name  is  marked  upon  the  ihip's 
book  as  paid  «in  that  manner,  and 
by  what  treafurer. 

Thefe  different  modes  of  payment 
vary  the  vouchers  of  the  treafurer. 
The  previous  lift  or  ticket  is  a" 
voucher  for  the  total  of  the  nett 
fums  contained  in  the  lift,  or  for  the 
fingle  nett  fum  in  the  ticket,  for 
that  treafurer  who  pays  it,  whether 
he  continues  in  office  long  enough, 
or  not,  to  pay  the  book  from  whence 
the  lift  or  ticket  is  extracted. 

When  a  book  /is  finally  jnade  up, 

the  defalcations  oppofite.  the  names 

of  thofe  perfon  s,  who  have   been 

Cr4]     .  paid, 
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paid,  cither  by  previous  lifts  or 
tickets,  and  ofthofe  who  remain  un- 
paid, are  entered  in  the  proper  co- 
lumns. The  defalcations  of  each 
are  cail  up,  and  the  total  entered  in 
the  column  of  full  wages.  Every 
col  urn  n  is  cad  cip  to  a  total,  and  the 
treasurer,  whole  book  it  is,  is  allow- 
ed, and  that  book  fo  filled  up  is  his 
voucher,  for  the  total  ftm  in  the  co- 
lomn  of  full  wages ;  but  as  he  has 
paid  the  feamen,  not  their  full  but 
their  nett  wages  only,  he  difcharges 
hirhfelf  of  the  difference,  that  is,  of 
the  defalcations,  by  the  receipts  of 
the  purfer,  or  other  perfons  entitled, 
to  whom  he  haspafd  them;  and  if 
he  has  not  paid  all  the  defalcations, 
he  charges  himfelf  with  what  re- 
mains unpaid  in  his  voluntary  charge 
of  the  year,  in  which  he  has  crew 
for  that  Clip's  book,  and  this  re- 
mainder is  afterwards  paid  by  the 
treafurer  ih  office  by  a  defalcation  Hit. 

The  keeping  open  the  (hips  books 
fo  long  as  they  are  at  prefent,  pre- 
vents the  after-claimants  from  be- 
ing very  numerous,  and  consequent- 
ly the  lift  of  arrears  from  being  very 
long ;  infomuch  that  it  ferves  as  a 
fingle  voucher  only,  for  the  amount 
of  the  nett  fum  of  the  payments 
made  upon  this  lift  by  a  treafurer 
during  his  whole  trea/orerfhip,  and 
that  nett  total  fum  is.entered  as  one 
payment  ih  his  final  account. 

From  this  '  defcriptioh  of  the 
modes  of  paying' Ihips  now  in  ufe  in 
the  navy  office,  it  appears,  that  there 
does  alt  this  time  exift  a  method,  by 
Which  a  fubfequent  tredfurer  pays 
claimants  upon  Ihips  books  p:id  by 
and  belonging  to  his  predeceiibr, 
after  they  are  finally  c.ofed  and 
made  up  j  and  this  metnod  is  by  a 
arrears.  Suppose,  then,  all 
the  (hips  books  paid  upon  by  a  trea- 
furer were,  upon  his  refignation  or 
iteatV  to  be^  immediately  laid  by, 


and  all  payments  upon  mem  fp 
ceafe:  could  tfre  fucceeding  trea- 
furer, by  the  fame  means,  pay  aU 
the  remaining  claimants  upon  thofe 
books,  without  any  material  incon- 
venience, either  to  the  ieamen  or 
to  the  pay  office  ? 

This  depends  upon  the  difference, 
which  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift  of 
arrears  in  the  place  of  the  ihips 
book*  will  occafibn  in  the  payment!. 
The  previous  application  by  tfai 
claimant  to  the  navy  board  rouftbp 
difpenfed  with.  The  ihips  book* 
inllead  of  being  feht  to  the  nwy 
office  after  they  are  clofed*  muft  re- 
main at  the  out  ports  as  they  dtj 
now.  Lifts  of  arrears,  di(lingu|ihei 
from  thofe  ufed  after  the  mips  boob 
are  made  up,  muft  be  kept  there  is 
well  as  in  London.  Thijs  far  &W 
feems  to  be  no  difficulty.'  fit  pre- 
lent,  if  a  Angle  claimant  appear^ 
upon  a  recall,  His  (hip's  book  isez- 
attiined,  his  name  found,  his  wages 
are  calculated,'  the  open  columns  o$ 
defalcations  and  the  columns  of  wa- 
ge's rilled  up,  upon  the  (hip's  book. 
If  he  is  paid  upon  the  lilt  of  arrears, 
his  Ihip's  book  is  equally  examined; 
the  fame  calculations  and  the  fiufee 
entries  are  made;  bat  in  the  w* 
cafe  the  entries  are  made  rn  the 
fhip'3  book,  and  in  the  other,  upon 
the  lift  of  arrears ;  and  besides  thui 
the  original  entries  appearing  upoj 
the  Ihip's  book  are  copied  fto» 
thence  into  the  lift  of  arrears*  and  thj* 
is  the  only  diflerence  between  the  ttfQ 
methods  of  payment.  As  this  copy- 
ing tikes  up  time,  the  payment  up* 
on  a  lift  of  arrears  is  longer  than  thf 
payment  upon  a  fhip's  book,  by  th« 
length  of  time  it  takes  to  tianfciibfe 
thefe  entries.  ' 

Upon  irifpe&ion  of  a  ihip!s  boof*r 
made  up,  anc}  of  a  Kit  of  arrears,  thr^ 
entries  transcribed  appear  to  be,th^: 
name  of  the  claimant,  the  current 

'  numbers 
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pfts&er,  Ac  quality,  the  times  fcf    acted  $  for  where  the  claims  strife 
.entry  and  of  discharge,  witl;  from     upon  different  (hips,  as  aft  arc  eri- 


tferce  to  fire  casual  defalcations ; 
for  though  there  are  fourtee*  co- 
lamns  for  cafual  defalcations,  yet 
there  are  (eldom  entries  made  in 
more  than  five  t)f  them ;  and  thefe 
are  ufuaHy  lor  cloaths  of  different 
)mi$f  tobacco,  and  the  two  months 
advance,  'pie  name  of  the  (hip 
likewise,  to  which  the  claimant  be- 
longed, is  entered  upon  the  lid ; 
and,  to  prevent  overpayments,  the 
/hip's  book  is  marked,  oppofite  the 
name,  as  paid  byliit  of  arrears. 
From  thefe  entries  ariJjes  %tlt  the  ad- 
ditional trouble  to  the  pay  clerks, 
and  delay  to  the  feamtn,  by  the  fub- 
ihtetion  of  the  lift  of  arrears  in  the 
place  of  the  ihip's  books. 

As  there  are  now,  at  every  pay- 
ment upon  retails,  befides  the  com- 
miffioher,  his  clerks  and  a  fecond 
clerk  in  the  treafurer's  office,  three 
pay  clerks,  with  each  a  (hip's  book 
in  which  the  fame  entries  are  made ; 
To  at  a  payment  upon  a  lift  of  ar- 
rears there  muft  be  the  like  number 
of  clerks  and  lifts,  and  the  fame 
entries  made  in  each  lift ;  but  tran- 
scribing into  the  three  lifts  will  take 
up  no  more  time  than  the  t  ran  fenc- 
ing into  one, 'if  an  attending  clerk 
reads  the  entries  in  the  lhip*s  books, 
WJiilft  the  other  three  tranferibe 
them  into  their  lifts.  Where  the 
number  of1  claimants  is  not  great, 
the  time  it  takes  to  tranferibe  thefe 
articles  cannot  be  very  cdfifiderable. 
Where  the  payment  is  in  confe- 
qtience  of  a  lift  fen t  from  the  fliip, 
whiefc  is  the  ufuad  courfe,  and  where 
extracts  are  Co  bcprocured>  tliere 
is  always  time  enough  to  tranferibe 
the  entries  before  the  lift  is  returned 
to  the  captain  4  *bd  in  this  cafe  the 
afrual  payment  is  more  eafily  tranf- 


tered  upon  the  lift  of  arrears,  the 
trouble  of  turning  to  each  (hip's 
book  is  avoided.  '  In  payment  of 
thefe  lifts  care  muft  be  taken  that  the 
captain  fends  on  more  to  be  paid  all 
who  are  Returned  to  him  capable 
of  being  paid,  that  the  payment 
upon  the  lift  of  arrears  may  be  com-< 
plete.  A  fick  man  may  be  paid  af- 
terwards, or  if  a  man  is  prevented 
from  coming  at  all,  his  name  may 
be  {truck  out  of  the  lift. 

There  is  one  inftance,  and  the 
only  one  that  occurs  to  us,  in  which 
the  time  taken  up  in  tranferibing 
may  be  material;  that  is,  where, 
upon  a  (hip's  being  paid  off,  a  num- 
ber of  her  men  are  turned  oyer  to 
a  (hip  under  failing  orders,  and  the 
daptain  applies  for  their  immediate 
payment :  in  this  cafe,  at  prefent, 
the  commiflioner  goes  on  board  with 
his  pay  clerks,  and  pays  the  men 
that  are  turned  over  upon  the  (hip's 
book;  was  he  to  pay  them  upon  a 
|jft  of  arrears,  it  might  poflibly^take 
up  hear  double  the  time,  and  the 
(ervice  would  be  fo  far  retarded. 
This  cafe  can  happen  only  in  time 
of  war;  and  where  the  fervice 
prefles,  and  the  captain  has  not  time 
to  fend'  oh  (lib re  a  lift  of  the  fea- 
men  who  are  to  be  paid ;  and  where 
the  vacancy  of  the  treafurerlhip 
happens  between  the  pay  day  of  the 
(hip's  book  and  the  time  when  the 
men  turned  over  call  for  their  wa- 
ges. 

As  fo  many  circumftances  muft 
concur,  and  confequ entry  the  cafe 
can  rarely  exift,  we  do  not  think  the 
inconvenience  that  may  arife  in  this 
one  accidental  event,  counterba- 
lances the  many  public  advantages 
that  certainly  attend  it  in  every 
'        '  other 
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other  event;  and  confequently,  that 
the  propofed  regulation  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  rejected. 

But  the  time  employed  in  paying 
the  feamen  upon  the  fhip's  books, 
as  well  as  upon  lifts  of  arrears/may, 
in  our  opinion,  be  lhortened,  and 
the  pay  clerks  be  relieved  from  ibme 
part  of  their  trouble.  The  Aims 
applicable  to  the  cheft,  and  the  hof- 
pital,  the  three  pence  in  the  pound, 
and  the  marine  ftoppages,  are  de- 
ductions, after  a  certain  rate,  out  of 
the  wages  of  the  officers,  feamen, 
and  marines :  we  applied  to  the 
commiffioners  of  the  navy,  to  know 
by  what  authority  thefe  deductions 
are  made  :  from  their  returns  to  our 
requifion,  we  colled  the  following 
information. 

The  copy  of  an  inquifition  taken 
at  Rochefter  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
James  the  firft,  before  commiffioners 
cf  charitable  ufes  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  ftate  of  the  fund  be- 
longing to  the  cheft  at  Chatham, 
recites  the  origin  of  the  payment  of 
the  iix  pence  (part  of  the  deduction 
of  one  milling)  to  the  cheft  at  Chat- 
ham :  an  extract  of  fo  much  of  it  as 
relates  to  the  fubject  matter  before 
us,  we  have  infertcd  in  the  Ap- 
pendix; and  from  thence  it  appears, 
that  this  deduction  commenced  in 
the  year  1590,  and  was  a  voluntary 
gift  and  contribution  of  a  certain 
portion  of  their  refpective  wages,  by 
the  mailers,  mariners,  fhipwrights, 
and  feafaring  mc«,  then  employed 
in  the  fbrvice,  to  be  a  perpetual  re- 
lief for  hurt  and  maimed  mariners, 
carpenters,  and  feamen. 

The  four  pence  to  the  chaplain, 
and  the  two  pence  to  the  lurgeon, 
which  are  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  one  milling  deduction  under  the 
title  of  the  cheft,  arc  very  ancient. 
The  commiffioners  of  the  navy  have 


not  been  able  to  trace  them  to  their 
origin.  One  milling  was  the  abate- 
ment in  the  cheft  column  in  the 
year  1635. 

The  deduction  of  fix  pence  under 
the  title  of  the  hofpital,  is  ordered, 
by  the  act  of  the  7th  and  •  8th  of 
William  the  third,  chap.  21ft,  to  be 
made  from  the  wages  of  the  feamen, 
and  applied  for  the  better  fupport 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  An  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  dated 
3d  September  1696,  directs  the 
navy  board  to  carry  this  act  into 
execution. 

His  latemajefty  king  George  the 
fecond,  in  confequence  of  a  volun- 
tary agreement  of  the  dfricers  of  the 
navy,  by  a  commiflion  dated  the 
30th  Auguft  1732,  directs  that 
the  three  pence  in  the  pound  fhall 
be  from  that  time  abated  from  the 
perfonaVpay  and  half  pay  of  officers 
therein  defcribed,  for  the  relief  of 
poor  widows  of  commiffioned  and 
warrant  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
appoints'  commiffioners  for  conduc- 
ing this  charity :  this  commiffibn 
was  carried  into  execution  by  an 
order  of  the  board  of  admiralty 
dated  29th  September  1732,  di- 
rected for  that  purpofe  to  the  com- 
miffioners of  the  navy. 

The  marine  ftoppages  are  direct- 
ed by  an  order  of  the  fame  board, 
dated  2d  September  1756. 

Where  a  fund  is  to  be  created 
and  eftablifhed  for  a  public  purpofc 
a  grols  fum  is  better  calculated  for 
it,  than  a  fum  compounded  of  va- 
rious deductions :  the  one  is  fimpk* 
eafy,  and  certain;  the  other  com- 
plex, troublefome,  and  uncertain. 
The  commiffioners  cf  the  admiralty 
and  of  the  navy  muft  have  full 
knowledge  what  fums  have  been 
iflued  every  year  out  of  thefeapayi 
to  the  cheft  at  Chatham*  Green- 
wich 
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wfch  hofpital,  and  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  poor  widows,  ever  fince 
their  inftitution.  They,  may  con- 
jecture, from  the  experience  of 
many  years,  what  will  be  the  wants 
and  Supplies  of  thofe  chanties,  in 
every  poflible  fituation  of  the  navy. 
The  wages  of  the  officers  and  Sea- 
mea  is  the  fund  for  them  all.  No 
reaibn,  thea*-  occurs  to  us,  why,  on 
fettling  the  navy  eftablifhment  every 
year,  certain  portions  of  that  fund 
fhould  not  be  appropriated  to  the' 
fupport  of  thefe  charities,  to  be  if- 
fued,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  At  prefent, 
he  advances  to  all  of  them  Aims  on 
account,  and  upon  calculation: 
neither  the  commiffioners,  nor  truS- 
tees  for  thefe,  charities,  can  know 
their  income  from  the  fea  pay  for 
any  one  year,  until  feven  or  eight 
years  after  that  year  is  expired.  They 
cannot  know  it,  until  the  books  of 
all  the  mips  paid  in  that  year  are 
Biade  up^  and  the  books  are  now  in 
arrear  as  far  back  as  the  year  1775. 
The  fame  .boards  mull  likewife  be 
acquainted  with  the  incomes  of  the 
chaplain  and  furgeon  of  every  fhip, 
of  whatever .  rate  in  the  navy  j  at 
lea#  they  know  what  is  a  proper 
and  adequate  compensation  for  their 
feveral  Services.  What  objection, 
then,  arifes  to  the  allowing  to  each 
of  them,  inftead  of  thefe  deductions, 
one  ftated,  certain,  annual,  falary, 
according  to  his  flation,  payable 
out  of  the  fund  of  wages  ? 

It  appears,  in  our  judgment,  a  ge- 
neral, ufeful  regulation,  wherever  it 
is  practicable,  to  take  away  the  dis- 
tinction between  nominal  and  real 
wages  and  Salaries,  that  the  reputed 
compenfation  for  Service  may  be  the 
fum  actually  received^  that  every 
man  may  know  the  price  of  his  la- 
bour and  abilities.     Where  the  nc- 


mi nal  exceeds  the  real,  an  ignorant 
mind  SuSpects  fraud,  and  a  weak  one 
is  deceived  by  an  imaginary  .income. 

As  the  modes  fuggefted  of  pro- 
viding for  thefe  charities,  and  of 
paying  the  chaplains  and  Surgeons, 
appear  to  us  to  be  practicable,  they 
ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  Subfti- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  the  modes  in 
uSe ;  one  coniequence  of  which  will 
be,  that  the  four  columns  of  the 
cheft,  the  hofpital,  the  three-pence  in 
the  pound,  and,  the  marine  itoppages, 
are  rendered  uSeleSs*  and  may  be  leli: 
outof  the  mips'  books. 

There  is  another  defalcation, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be 
omitted  for  the  future,  as  not  an- 
fw.ering  the-  end  propoSed ;  -that  is, 
the  deduction  under  the  title  x>f  ve- 
nereal cures.  This  is  a  payment  to 
the  Surgeon  of  15  j.  for  every. curej 
and  is  directed  to  be  charged  againft 
their  wages  by  an  order  of  the 
board  of  admiralty,  dated  9th  of 
April  1756.  Before  that  year,  the 
mulct  upon  fheYeaman  was  1  /.  iox. 
for  every  cure ;  the  order  reduces  it 
to  1  $  s, ;  and  flates,  among  other 
reafons  for  the  reduction,  "  that 
this  great  charge  on  the  Seamen  did 
not  prevent  the  evil."  If  a  certain 
pecuniary  mulct  was  not  fevere 
enough  to  prevent  the  offence  in  the, 
year  1756,  half  that  mulft  can  hard-* 
ly  be  luppoSed  more  efficacious  in 
the  year  1782.  A  punifhment  that 
neither  corrects  the .  offender,  nor 
deters  others,  is  in  itfelf  an  evil, 
from  which  the  Subject  mould  be  re- 
lieved ;  and  therefore,  we  think  the 
furgeon  fhould  attend,  to  every 
difeafe  of  the  Seamen  at  the  public 
expenceV&nd  be  allowed-  a  certain 
compensation  adequate  to  his  Skill 
and  trouble... 

/  The  emiffion  of  thefe  five,  columns 
in  the  mips  books,  will  accelerate  the 

payments, 
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payments,  both  upon  the  books  and 
Upon  the  lifts  of  arrears,  by  as  much 
time  as  is  now  taken  up  in  making 
the  calculations  and  entries  in  thole 
Column*.  The  calculations*  (how* 
ever  eafy  they  may  be  to  perfons 
accuftomcd  to  them)  and  the  entries, 
though  ffiort,  yet  beinjr,  numerous, 
mud,  l^ke  the  tranfcripts  into  the  lifts, 
take  up  Come  time.  A  book  6f  a 
firft  rate,  for  fix  months,  has  contain- 
ed the  names  of  fifteen  hundred 
eighty -fix  perfons :  upon  the  pay* 
men*  of  as  many  of  thefe  men  as  are 
feamen,  fumsmuft  be  calculated,  and 
entries  made  in  two  columns  at  leaft* 
Where  time  is  fo  valuable,  every 
portion  of  it  is  worth  laving. 
•  Prom  this  examination  into  the 
effect  that  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift 
«f  arrears,  in  the  place  of  the  ihip's 
tacks,  will  have  upon  the  payment 
of  the  feamen,  we  are  led  to  be  of 
Opinion,  that  if,  upon  the  death  of 
*efignAtk>ri  ef  a  treafurer,  all  the 
ftiips  books  paid  by  him  are  im- 
mediately clofcd,  the  fucceflbr  may 
pay  all  the  after-*laimants  left  un- 
paid upon  thofe  books,  by  lifts  of  ar- 
rears, without  creating  either  delay 
*r  difhirbancc  in  the  pay  of  the  fea- 
men ;  efpeeially  if  the  number  of 
entries  upon  the  lift  of  arrears  be  re- 
duced, by  the  omiffion  of  the  ^vc 
columns  of  defalcations  above  men- 
tioned. It  remains  to  be  feen, 
whether  this  alteration  wilicaufe 
any  confufion  in  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer. 

A  (hip's  book,  paid  by  him,  will 
be  made  up  in  the  fame  manner  it 
is  t*ow.  It  will  be  paid  upon  by  one 
treafurer  only*  and  will  be  his 
voucher  for  the  total  fum  contained  in 
the  column  of  fail  wages ;  for  which 
ftm  he  will  'have  credit  in  his  ac- 
count of  that  year  in  whkh  the  book 
^  as  paid. 

TThe  account  of  his  payments,  by 


lifts  of  arrears  will  be  varied.  At 
prefent,  the  books  being  kept  fo 
long  open,  the  after-claimants  are 
few ;  and  one  entry  ferves,  in  his 
final  account,  for  the  whole  Aim  paid 
by  him  for  arrears  during  the  time 
of  his  treafurerihip ;  and  one  lift  of 
arrears  fufiices  for  his  voucher ;  but 
if  he  pays  upon  lifts  of  arrears,  all 
the  perfons  left  unpaid  upon  all<the 
books  by  all  his  predeceflbre,  thefe 
payments  muft  become  fo  very  nu- 
merous, that  inftead  of  one  item  in  his 
final  account  of  the  total  fum  paid 
by  him  for  arrears  in  the  couxie  of 
his  whole  treafurerihip,  he  muft  in- 
fort  in  his  account  of  every  year  the 
total  fums  paid  by  him  during  that 
year  for  arrears,  at  every  port  where 
he  has  a  lift ;  and  the  lift  made 
up;  annually,  at  every  port,  will 
be  his  voucher  for  the  funis  paid  at 
that  port:  but  this  alteration  will 
ftill  leave  his  accounts  clear  and  un- 
difturbed. 

In  one  branch,  this  mode  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  pay- office,  by 
fhortening  their  accounts.  At  pre- 
font  the  pay  clerks  at  each  port  trans- 
mit every  month  to  the  navy  office 
an  account,  containing  the  fums  paid 
by  them  upon  the  recalls  of  every 
fhip  during  that  month  at  their  re- 
fpe&ive  ports,  diftinguifliing  the 
treafurer  by  whpm  paid,  in  order 
that  each  fum  may  be  ported  to  the 
account  of  the  ending  of  each  Ihip's 
book  in  the  ledger.  From  thefe 
returns  the  paymafter  of  the  navy 
makes  out  monthly  certificates  of 
thefe  payments.  The  places  where 
payments  are  made  upon  recalls  be- 
ing four,  and  the  mips  books  of 
three  treafurers  being  open  for  pay- 
ment, thefe  certificates  for  die  month 
of  Auguft  laft  were  twelve ;  that  of 
Mr.  Ellis  contained  the  payments 
upon  three  hundred  fifty*twe  Jhips ; 
that  of  Colonel   Barre/  upon  one 

hundred 
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hundred  and  ten ;  besides  that  of  the 
trea&rer  in  office.  Had  thefe  pay- 
menu  been  made  upon  lifts  of  ar- 
rears, they  would  have  been  aH 
made  by  the  treafurer  in  office,  and 
there  would  have  been  four  returns 
only,  each  containing  a  finale  arti- 
cle, being  the  amount  of  all  the  pay- 
ments upon  the  lift  of  arrears  at  that 
port  daring  that  "month,  and  ported 
in  the  ledger  to  the  account  of  pay- 
ments on  lifts  of  arrears ;  fb  that,  in* 
ftead  of  four  hundred  fix ty- two 
fcparate  articles  inserted  in  the  re- 
tarns,  entered  in  the  certificates, 
and  potted  into  the  ledger,  foar  en- 
tries only  would  have  been  made  in 
each,  and  confequently  twelve  en- 
tries would  have  ferved  ihftead  of 
thirteen  hu  ndred  eighty  -fix,  for  thefe 
payments  in  that  month  only. 

If  the  ftrips  books  of  a  treafurer 
may  be  ckrfed  upon  his  death  or  re- 
fignation,  that  which  is  affigned  as 
the  principal  caufe  for  the  delay  in 
making  up  his  accounts  is  removed : 
not  that  this  caufe  is  wide  enough 
to  cover  the  delay.  The  mips  books 
are  m  arrear  (even  years  only,  but 
the  accounts  are  in  arrear  above 
twenty  years  $  and  this*  delay  refts 
with  the  office  of  the  treafurer ;  for 
the  materials  which  compofe  the 
accounts  of  the  year  1 762,  are  not 
complete  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  knpreft ;  the  reafon  given  for 
it  is,  a  want  of  officers  and  clerks 
properly  qualified  to  make  up  the 
accounts  m  arrear;  for  which  the 
remedy  is  obvioas. 

This  examination  has  enabled  us 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  another 
point  ©f  moment  to  the  public.  The 
legiflature  have,  in  the  laft  feifion  of 
parliament,  introduced  into  the  of- 
foe  of  the  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces  a  regulation,  which,  as  it  teems 
to  u^jnay  tie  applied  as  beneficially 


to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy.  The  cuftody  of  the  caih  ap~ 
plkable  to  the  navy  fervices,  may 
be  transferred  from  the  treafurer  to 
the  bank  of  England,  and  the  ac- 
count only  of  the  receipts  and  pay- 
ments be  kept  in  his  office.  Alt  the 
iums  now  received  by  him  may  he 
received  by  the  bank:  furas  from 
the  exchequer  may  be  impreffed 
to  the  bank :  fums  directed  fcy  the 
letters  of  the  different  boards  to  be 
be  paid  to  him,  may  be  directed  to 
be  paid  into  the  bank :  All  bills  atf- 
figned  upon  him  for  payment  may 
be  paid,  and  all  extra  payments  may 
fee  made  by  his  drafts  upon  tli 
bank.  The  payment  of  the  feamen, 
the  artificers  and  labourers  in  the 
yards,  and  the  perfons  in  the  hospi- 
tal mips,  and  on  the  .half  pay  lifbj, 
inuft  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  man- 
ner it  is  now;  thefe  men  cannot  be 
paid  by  drafts ;  they  muft  have  cafli; 
and  with  that  cam  the  pay  clerks 
muft  be  entrufted,  as  they  are  at 
prefent,  and  the  treafurer  muft  con- 
tinue to  be  refiponfible  for  them,  a* 
for  officers  of  his  appointment  and 
under  his  control ;  but  this  wiH  be- 
no  obftru&ion  to  the  regulation. 
The  money  may  be  all  iftued  to  the 
pay  clerks  by  the  drafts  of  the  trea- 
furer upon  the  bank,  according  t& 
the  requisitions  of  the  navy  board* 
in  like  manner  as  many  of  thefe 
funis  are  iftued  at  this  day ;  andup^ 
on  the  death  or  refig nation  of  x 
treafurer,  the  balances  of  his  cafh  i]| 
the  bank,  and  in  the  hands  of  his 
pay  clerks,  may  be  ftruck  immedi- 
ately, and  "carried  over  to  the  ac- 
count of  his  fucceflbr.  Jn  this  fitua- 
tion  the  treafurer,  neither  receiving 
nor  paying  public  money  himfdf, 
can  be  neither  debtor  to  nor  credi- 
tor of  the  public,  except  as  far  as  h$ 
may  be  refponfible  for  his  clerks. 

On 
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On  palling  his  accounts,  the  bill  in- 
dorfed,  or  requihtion  of  the  navy 
board,  is  both  his  authority,  and 
Toucher  for  his  draft.  The  draft 
indorfed  is  the  voucher  for  the  bank 
to  prove  their  payment.  If  thefe 
accounts  agree  (and  they  ought 
frequently  to  be  compared  together) 
it  is  highly  probable  that  they  are 
both  right. 

The  only  remaining  fource  of  de- 
lay, in  the  accounts  of  the  treafu- 
refr  of  the  navy,  that  has  come  under 
our  ©bfervatfon,  is  the  neceflity,  a* 
rifing  from  the  prefent  courfe  of  the 
exchequer,  that  thefe  accounts  mould 
pafs  through  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  impreft.  Public  ac- 
counts ought  certainly  to  be  fully  - 
and  accurately  examined  fomewhere. 
The  officer  ehtrufted  with  public 
money  mould  give  an  account  what 
lie  has  done  with-it;  and  the  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  the  fatisfaction  of 
knowing,  that  their  money  has  /been 
applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  gave  it. 

The  treafurer  of  the  navy  is  an  of- 
ficer merely  minifterial :  He  neither 
receives  nor. pays  in  confequence  of 
any  judgment  of  his  own;  but  as  he 
is  directed,  or  according  to  lifts  pre- 
pared for  him,  and  j-ules  prefcribed 
him;  and  therefore  to  pafs  his  ac- 
counts, is  no  more  than  to  fee  that  hz 
has  an  authority,  and  a  correct 
Toucher,  for  every  payment  he 
claims  to  be  allowed. 

We  learn  from  the  information  of 
George  Marfli,  efq.  one  of  the  com- 
miflioners of  the  navy;  and  from 
Jonas  Hanway,  efq.  one  of  the  com- 
miflioners of  the  victualling;  and 
from  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  chief  clerk 
to  the  commiflioners  of  fick  and  hurt, 
that  the  commiflioners  of  each  office 
are  ejitrufted  with  the  power  of  mak- 
ing all  contracts,  whether  for  the 


purchafe  of  ftores  or  materials,  or 
for  the  performance  of  fervices  in 
their  feveral  departments  :  that  cer- 
tain officers  are  appointed  or  offici- 
ally bound  to  fuperintend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contracts ;  and  no  pay- 
ment is  directed  to  be  made  but  up- 
on the  certificate  or  teftimony,  in 
fome  fhape  or  other,  of  ihek  officers 
that  the  contracts  have  been  execut- 
ed to  the  amount  of  the  demand  with 
honefty  and  fidelity,  and  according 
to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  en- 
gagement.    Certain  officers  of  thefe 
boards,  in ,  their  refpective  depart- 
ments, compare  the  bills  with  the 
terms  of  the  con  tracts,,  and  examine 
the  computations  and  callings.  The 
commiflioners,   relying    upon  their 
accuracy    and   fidelity,    aflign   the 
bill  (b  examined  upon  the  treafurer 
for  payment.     The   treafurer,  be- 
fore he"  tranfmits  his  account  or  ledg- 
er to  the  auditors  of  the  impreit, 
fe^nds  the  feveral  parts  of  it  to  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  navy,  victual- 
ling, and  fick  and  hurt  offices,  with 
the  vouchers :  the    officers  whofe 
bufinefs  it  is,  in  thefe  departments, 
compare  the  articles  in  the  ledger 
with  their  correfpondent  vouchers, 
and  with  the  entries  in  their  books 
df  office ;  this  examination  warrants 
the  fubfeription  of  thexommiflioners 
of  the  navy  to  the  ledger  entries. 
The  auditor  compares  the  abftratf 
with  the  particular  items  that  com- 
pofe  it :  he  recafts  and  recomputes 
the  compound  articles,  and  makes 
fome  alteration  in  the  arrangement 
of  others. 

From  this  ftate  of  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  accounts,  it  feems  to  us  that 
the  accounts-  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy  are  in  fact  not  audited  by  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft,  but  by  the 
commiflioners  of  the  navy. 

To  the  commi&onere  of  the  fe* 

veral 
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>ards  is  committed  the  im- 
truft  of  making  and  dccid- 
n  the  execution  of  all  con- 

They  are  the  fole  judges  of 
bnablenefs  of  the  terms,  and 
fidelity  with  which  they  are 
:  they  direct  the  payments 
to  be  advanced  on  account, 
ent  to  the  complete  or  part 
ance  of  the  contracts.  Hence 
j  the  ultimate  judges  of  the 
and  confideration  of  every 
t.  Thefe  powers  muft  be 
d  fomewhere  without  ap- 
nd  where,  to  all  appearance, 
erly  as  with  the  prefiding 
of  tlje  fev.eral  boards,  fub- 
the  fuperintcnding  eye  of 
ent? 

lis  material  branch  of  an 
le  auditor  $f  the  impreft  has 
lizance:  from  the  nature 
lftitution  of  his  office,  he  is 
petent  to  examine  into  the 

of  thefe  payments;  or,  if 
I  examine,  can  he  be  quali- 
decide  upon  the  propriety 
?  Neither  does -he  fee  any 
s  (except  for  the  few  extra 
ts)  :  he  relies  upon  the 
ty  of  the  commiffioners  of 
/  (a  teftimony  he  is  bound 
rail  in  queilion)  .that  they 
id  warrant  the  entries:  he 
more,  in  fact,  than  what  has 
evioufly,  and  to  all  appenr- 
icicntly,  done  to  his  hands 
lavy  office,  except  the  dif- 
f  certain  articles  in  different 
which,  as  far  as  it  is  ufeful, 
ily  be  adopted  in  the  office 
treafurer;  where  they  are 
fitingby  his  example  in  the 
nent  of  the  infupers.  Errors 
taiiily  efcape  the  navy  and 
Ficers.  The  auditor  difco- 
error,  in  the  account  cf  the 
^  of  a  double  charge  of 


eighty  feven  pounds  ten  (hillings: 
and,  extend  the  chain  of  re-exami- 
nation to  any  given  length,  the  pof- 
fihility  of  error  mutt  exiit  in  the  laft 
link.  .  The  auditor  himfelf  is  not 
perfect :  errors  in  his  accounts  have 
been  diicovered  in  the  pipe  office, 
and  corrected  by  him. 

Since,  then,  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy  are,  in  effect, 
paffed,  and  with  fufficient  care  and 
accuracy,  in  the  offices  to  which  they 
feverally  relate,  and  the  moft  im- 
portant parts  of  the  examination  are 
intruded  to  thofe  officers  without 
control,  it  feems  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe  the  computations  and  callings, 
generally  the  bufinefs  of  clerks  in 
office,  may,  with  equal  fafety,  be 
finally  committed  to  the  fame  deci- 
fion. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furer of  the  navy,  in  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  is  unne- 
ceffary,  and  may  be  difpenfed  with; 
that  the  proceedings  of  that  office 
,  upon  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers 
now  before  them  fhould  ceafe,  and 
the  materials  relative  thereto  be  re- 
turned to  the  office  of  the  treafurer, 
and  that  the  auditors  mould  be  re- 
lieved and  difcharged  from  all  at- 
tention to  them  for  the  future. 

faffing  public  accounts  without 
the  intervention  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft,  is  no  novelty  in  the  ex- 
chequer. Thomas  Rumfey,  efq. 
deputy  auditor  of  the  excife,  in- 
formed us  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  accounts  of  the  duties  under  the 
management  <  f  the  commiffioners 
of  excife  are  paffed.  Thefe  com- 
miffioners are  all  jointly  account- 
able for  the  i'ums  received  and  paid 
by  them  on  account  of  the  excife, 
and  other  duties  committed  to  their 
truil:  they  do  not  pals  their  ac- 
counts 
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counts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft,  bat  in  that  of  the 
auditor  of  the  excife ;  an  office  in- 
stituted for  that  fpecial  purpofe. 
The  accounts  they.pafs  every  year, 
are,  ftxteen  cafh  accounts,  and  fe- 
venteen  general  accounts.  All  ex- 
cept  the  malt  are  made  up  to  the 
5th  of  July.  Each  cafh  account 
contains  the  account  of  the  weekly 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  com- 
miflioners  themfelves  only,  relative 
to  one  or  more  duties.  It  is  made 
out  by  the  accountant  general  in 
whofe  department  thofe  duties  are. 
After  examination,  it  is  fworn  to  by 
all  the  commiffioners,  before  the 
curfitor  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
about  the  May  following;  after 
which,  it  is  delivered  to  the  auditor 
of  excife,  with  all  the  vouchers :  he 
examines  them*  and  reduces  the  ac- 
count into  the  official  form  of  the 
exchequer:  he  makes  out  two  parts, 
one  on  parchment,  the  other  on  pa- 
per, as  is  done  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft. 

Betides  .thefe  cafh  accounts,  the 
general  accounts  are  like  wife  made 
up  every  year  by  die  accountants 
general,  to  the  fame  period.    Thefe 

feneral  accounts  are  more  comprc- 
enfive  than  the  cafh  accounts. 
They  contain  all  the  receipts  and 
payments  of  each  particular  duty 
by  every  collector  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  at  the  office  in  Lon- 
don :  they  are  figned  by  the  refpec- 
tive  accountants  general,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  auditor  with  the  vouch- 
ers. He  examines  and  reduces  them 
into  the  like  official  forms,  and  makes 
out  fimilar  parts  of  them.  They 
are  not  fworn  to  by  any  one.  Both 
the  cafh  and  general  accounts  are 
figned  by  the  deputy  auditor  of  ex- 
cife, declared  every  year,  ufually  in 
June  or  July,  before  the  chancel- 


lor of  the  exchequer,  and  figned  bjr 
him  and  two  lords  of  the  treafury; 
after  which,  the  auditor  delivers  tie 
parts  on  parchment  to  the  king's 
remembrancer,  and  retains  the  de- 
clarations in  his  own  office.  The 
total  charge  upon  the  commiffioners 
of  excife*  for  the  year  1778,  was 
7,479,613/.;  the  total  difcharge 
was  5,656,829/. 

We  find  likewife,  from  the  ex* 
ami  nation  of  Mr.  James  Roulands* 
firft  clerk  in  the  office  of  James 
Weft,  efq.  one  of  the  auditors  of  tk 
land  revenue,  that  the  accounts  tf 
the  receivers  general  of  the  land 
tax,  window  tax,  and  of  feveral 
other  duties,  are  not  paned  in  the 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  impret, 
but  in  the  office  where  he  is  em- 
ployed. 

Since,  then,  the  eourfe  of  the  ex* 
chequer  does  not  render  it  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  that  all  public 
accounts  fhould  be  pa/Ted  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  auditors  of  the  impret, 
we  fee  no  reafon  why  the  navy  ac- 
counts may  not  proceed  in  the  like 
train  with  thofe  of  the  excife.  Of 
thefe  duties  the  commiffioners  them- 
felves are  the  accountants;  and 
therefore  a  diftinct  office  is  ap- 
pointed for  the  paffing  them ;  hit 
in  the  navy,  the  treafurer  being  the 
accountant,  and  neither  appointed 
by,  nor  fiibjeft  to,  the  commiifioncrsi 
his  accounts  may,  without  dangtf 
of  collufion,  be  completely,  as  they 
are  now  in  by  far  the  moft  material 
part,  pafled  by  the  commuTionert  tf 
the  navy  ;  they  may  be  reduced  into 
the  exchequer  form  in  the  treafurer's 
office,  adopting  from  the  auditor  his 
arrangement  of  the  articles,  tfd 
may  be  pafled  through  the  exchequer 
offices. 

AU    thefe    public    accounts,  & 

whatever,  office  patted,  are  dp*11 

op 
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in  the  official  form  of  the  ex- 
chequer; and,  after  declaration,  the 
pact  on  parchment  paftes  through 
the  three  feveral  offices  of  the  king's 
remembrancer,  the  lord  treafurer's 
remembrancer,  and  the  pipe.  We 
endeavoured  to  learn,  from  the  of- 
ficers employed  in  thefe  departments, 
to  what  purpofe  thefe  accounts  were 
paiied  through  fo  many  offices. 

Adam  Martin,  efq,  the  firft  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  king's  remem- 
brancer;    and    John  Perrott,  efq. 
firft  fecondary  in  the  office  of  the 
lord  treafurer's  remembrancer ;  and 
Mr.  Peter  Sykes,  deputy  to  the  firft 
fecondary  in  the  pipe -office,  inform 
us,  that  a  flate^or  abftracl  of  every 
public  account,  after  it  is  patted,  is 
inrolled  in  thefe  offices,  *and  in  the 
two  firft   the  infupers  are  inrolled 
verbatim;  but  in  the  laft,  the  grois 
fum  only,   fet  infuper,  is    entered 
upon  the  roll  without  the  names> 
unlefs  where   there  are  but  few  of 
them,     'this  inrollment  is  the  re- 
cord of  the  account  in  each  office  ^ 
and,  in  the  pfrice  of"  the   king's  re- 
membrancer, warrants  the  procefs 
that  iffues  againil  the  accountant, 
whether  it  be  the  ordinary  procefs 
of  diftringas  ad  computandum>  or  the 
ipecial  procefs  of  capias  ad  computan- 
dm,  or  any  procefs  for  recovering 
a  debt  clue  to  the  crown.     No  ee- 
peral  procefs  can  ifTue  from  this  of- 
fice, unlefs  founded  on  matter  of  re- 
cord in  the  office :  but,  in   the  two 
other  offices,  the  inrollment  fcems 
to  be  of  np  ufe ;    no  procefs  iffues 
from  either  of  them,  in  confequence 
of,  or  grounded  on  that  record-,  The 
long  writ,  which  is  the  procefs,that 
itfues  out  of  the   office  of  the  lord 
treafurer's  remembrancer,^  ground- 
ed vpon  the  nichil  record  tranfmit- 
ted  to  them  from  the  pipe-office. 

Vol.  XXXII. 


On  the  roll  of  foreign  account* 
in  the  pipe-office,  which  contains 
the  abftra&s  of  all  thai  public  ac- 
counts, no  procefs  whatever  ifiues. 
The  words,  either  "  quietus eft>*  or 
**  ht  is^  quit,"  are  written  at  the 
bottom  of  every  abftraft  upon  the 
roll,  and  a  copy  is  delivered  to  the 
accountant,  which  is  his  quietus. 

Public  accounts,  or  abftratts   of 
tUem,  ought  to  be  inrolled,  and  the 
records  of  them  prefcrved  in  fonc 
office  or  other:  but  enrolling  then* 
in   three  different' branches  of  an; 
office,  feems  to  be  more  than  is  ne- 
cefTary.     In  that  of  the  king's  re- 
,  membrancer  it  .is  neceflary,  as  the 
ground  for   the  procefs;  and   that 
inrollment  anfwers  all  the  purpofes 
of  a  record  ;    it  may   be  confulted: 
for  information,  or  it  may  be  pro- 
duced, if  wanted,  in  evidence:  the' 
other  two  feem  utterly   ufelefs,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  difpenfed  with, 
and  the ,  kcs.  faved  to  the  public. 
The  fees  paid  to  the  pipe  for  the 
quietus   upon    Mr.  Crenviile's  ac- 
count   for   the    year    1759,    were 
eighty -one    pounds    ten    ihillings. 
The  account  itfelf  being  lodged  in 
this   office,   a   verv    fhort    abftracl, 
with  the  quietus  fubferibed,  may  be 
delivered  to  tlie  accountant  as  his. 
final  difchargc. 

An  account  in  the  exchequer 
form  is  in  Engliih,  but  contains 
fome  Latin  terms.  The  impreft 
roll  is  all  written  in  an  abridgement 
of  the  Latin  language.  The  fun  a 
in  both  are  expreficd  in  characters* 
that  are,  in  general,  coiraptior.s  of 
the  old  text,  and  are  in  ufe  no 
where,  that  we  can  find,  btft  in  the 
exchequer;  characters  very  liable 
to  miilakes,  inconvenient  and  trou- 
blefcme  even  to  the  officers  them- 
felves :  the  fums  fo  expreficd  can- 
[Z]  not 
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not  be  cad  up.  Mod  of  the  ac- 
counts in  the  exchequer  are  made 
tip  twice ;  frft  in  common  figures, 
that  they  may  be  added  together ; 
and  then  turned  into  Latin,  and 
the  fums  entered  uri^he  exchequer 
figures :  and,  that  the  high  numbers 
in  a  declared  account  may  be  un- 
dcrfiood,  they  are  written  fti  com- 
mon figures  under  the  characters. 
They  are  defecti  ve,  having  no  cha- 
r-ict? rs  to  exprefs  high  numbers,  as 
millions ;  they  are  unintelligible  to 
the  perfons  either  receiving,  or  hav- 
ing other  money  tranfactions  at  the 
exchequer. 

%The  ad  of  the  4th  of  his  late  ma- 
jefty,  chapter   26th,   "  to  remedy 
"  the  m  f:hiefs   arifing  from   pro-  ' 
•f  ceedings  in  courts  of  juftice  being 
"  in  an  unknown  language,  and  in 
i*  a  character   not   legible   to   any 
'•'  but  perfons  pradtifmg  the  law,*' 
directs  that   all    fuch    proceedings 
"{hall  be  in  the  Englifh  language, 
and  written^  in  a"  common  legible 
hand  and  character,  and  in  words 
at  length,  and  not  abbreviated.  This 
aft  is  declared,  by  the  fixth  of  the 
fame  king,  chapter  6th,  not  to  ex- 
tend to  the  court  of  the  receipt  of 
his  majeily's  exchequer;    but  that 
their  officers  {hall  carry  on  the  bu- 
finefs  according  to  the  ufuai  forms 
and  practice.     No  reafon  is  flated 
in  the  act,  or  appears  to  us,  for  this 
a        exemption  \   and  therefore  we  are 
iat  liberty j  without  the  imputation 
p'f  impeaching  the  wifdom  of  thbfe 
times,  to  fay,  that  the  many  incon- 
veniences  attending  this   practice, 
call  for  the  extenfion  of  the  aft  of 
the  fourth  of  George  the  fecond,  tos 
the  court  of  the  receipt  of  his  ma- 
.    jefty's  exchequer.   It  does  net  fcem 
reafonable,  that  this  mould  be  the 
Only  court  whofe  proceedings  are 


to  remain  involved  in  myftery  atri 
obfeurity. 

Simplicity,  uniformity,  and  per- 
fpicuity,  are  qualities  of  excellence 
in  every  account,  both  public  and 
private;  and  accounts  of  pubfe 
money,  as  they  concern  all,  fhoold 
be  intelligible  to  all :  nor  is  this 
learning  in  danger  df  being  loft} 
the  bent  of  the  antiquarian,  and  the 
intereit  of  the  keeper  of  records 
will  preferve  it. 

The  ufe  of  the  Englifh  language, 
and  of  the  common  figures  only, 
will  fave  the  time  and  trouble  of 
the  officers  ;  a  confederation  of* 
weight,  in  an  office  where,  at  this 
time,  the  receipt  and  ifiue  is  of 
above  thirty  millions  each  in  the 
year. 

As  fuggefHng  means  for  con- 
tracting the  public  expences  is  one 
great  end  of  our  inftitution,  to  which 
every  act  exprefsly  points  our  at- 
tention, we  enquired  what  faving 
would  accrue  to  the  public  from 
this  exemption  of  the  accounts  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  from  thfr 
jurifdiction  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft:  to  this  end,  we  required 
from  that  office  a  Hit  of  the  expences 
attending  the  paffing  the  account  of 
the  year  1759,  which  had  becnttt* 
der  o*r  confideration. 

TKe  lift  tranfmittcd  to  us,  con- 
tains fees  to  the  amount  of  1,278/' 
4/.  2d. ;  of-which.  the  fum  paid  in 
the  office  of  the  auditor  is  1,091^ 
gs.  6d.  The  auditor  himfctf  has 
a  fee  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year; 
and  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds 
for  every  hundred  thoufand  rounds 
contained  in  the  charge,  deducing 
the  balance, in  the  preceding  & 
count.  Hence,  if  thefe  accounts 
are   immediately   withdrawn  fro* 

the  auditor,  the  faving  will  be>  tf 
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Jits  fees  alone  (omitting  tholTe  to 
the  deputy  and  clerks)  one  faun- 
dred  pounds  for  every  year  fince 
1761;  that  is,  2,100/.  for  every 
100,000/.  on  above  70  millions, 
Midi'  are  yet  to  pafs  his  office 
(extlufivc  of  what  the  voluntary 
charges  .of  the  treafurers  may  a- 
rtobnt  to  in  thofe  years)  that  is, 
together,  upwards  of  i6,$oo/.  de- 
ducing a  Teafonable  corapenfatitm 
for  the  trouble  they  have  had  in 
examining  thofe  parts  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  years  fubfequent  to 
(be  year  1761,  which  have  been 
delivered  into  the  office.  The  an- 
nul faving  for  the  future  will  de- 
pend upon  the  navy  eftablifhment 
of  the  year. 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured,  by 
fuggeiiing'  fuch  regulations  as  ap- 
pear to  us  belt  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  to  remove  the  caufes  of 
delay  that  have  hitherto  retarded 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy. 

The  benefits  intended  to  refult 
from  them  are— to  fecure  the  public 
money  from  mifufe; — to  reduce  the 
outftanding  balances  for  the  navy 
fervices;— to  enable  the  treafurer 
to  end  his  bufinefs  with  his  office, 
tad  to  pafs  his  accounts  with 
greater  facility  and  expedition; 
Mid,  {hould  he  retire  in  difguft,  to 
fcprive  him  of  the  power  of  dif- 
torbing  the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  a 
ftrofal  to  carry  on  the  payment  of 
the  flaps ;— and,  finally,  to  further 
&e  plan  of  ceconomy,  by  lopping 
°ff  feme  branches  of  expence. 

The  annual  faving  propofed  by 
4e  regulation  does  not  appear  very 
confiderable ;  when  compared  with 
&e  fupply  of  the  year,  it  vaniflies ; 
but  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  the  public 
fojnces,  that  favings  comparatively 
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minute  are  not  to  be  neglected :  to 
reduce  an  enormous  public  debt, 
indifpenfably  requires  a  fyltem  of 
general  csconomy ;  an  oeconomy  co- 
ex  teniive  with  the  receipt  and  ex* 
,penditureof  the  public  revenue,  and 
that  pervades  every  branch  of  both  ; 
and,  though  the  favings  in  each 
branch,  feparately  connaered,  may, 
to  minds  accuftomed  to  the  con* 
templation  of  millions,  appear  be- 
neath attention,  yet  of  fuch  favings 
is  compofed  an  aggregate,  that 
grows  to  an  object,  and  comtitutei 
the  fund  for  redemption. 

Powerful  and  effectual  may  be 
the  operation  of  r.  principle  univer- 
fally  difFufed,  a/id  fteadily  adhered 
to;  and  upon  fuch  an  operation 
only  depends  the  character  of  na- 
tional juftico,  the  fupport  of  national 
credit,  and  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  welfare. 

Every  reform  mult  proceed  by 
degrees ;  it  fpreads  wider  and  fader, 
in  proportion  as  regulations  are 
formed,  adopted,  and  carried  into 
execution.  The  exigency  of  thefe 
times  demands  that  every  regula- 
tion, if  approved,  (hould,  as  foorr 
as  it  is  formed,  be  applied  to  its 
proper  object,  that  a  flop  may  be 
put,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  every 
unneceflary  and  improper  expence. 
The  weight  of  debt  prefles ;  and 
procraflination  both  increafes  the 
prefTure,  and  more  and*  more  em- 
harrafTes  the  means  of  relief;  and, 
for  this  reafon,  we  have  thought  it 
incumbent  upon  us  not  to  defer  our 
report  until  we  had  proceeded  fur- 
ther in  the  inveftigation  of  the  of* 
flee  of  the  auditors  of  the  imp  re  ft ; 
but  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  par- 
liament the  regulations  that  have 
thus  far  occurred  to  us,  applicable 
to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 

navy, 
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navy,  to  the  end  that  no  advantage  Office  of  Accounts, 

whatsoever,  that  can    be    derived  Surrey  Street, 

from  the  execution  of  the  important  December  20th,  1782. 

truft  repofed  in  us  by  the legiflature,  T  Anguish,            '    ( 

may,  by  our  negleft  or  delay,  be  A;  Pigcott;                ( 

withheld,  for  one  moment,  from  the  Ric  h.  Ne  ave,              ( 

PubUc*  SAM.BEACHCROrT,       { 

Geo.Dhummond.       ( 
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Biographical  and  Literary  Anecdotes  of 
Hz\ler;fror$  Coxe'/  Travels  i* 
Switzerland,  voLii. 

BERNE  has  produced  few  men 
highly  eminent  in  literature ; 
but  has  eftablifhed  her  glory  in  be- 
ing the  birth-place  of  the  celebrated 
Haller.   •  _ 

Albert  Kaller,  the  youngeft  of 
five  brothers,  was'born  on  the  16th 
of  October  1 708 .  His  father,  Ema- 
nuel Haller,  a  citizen  of  Berne, 
pra&Hed  the  law  as  an  advocate 
with  great  fuccefs;  and  in  1713 
removed  from  the  capital  to  Baden, 
where  he  was  appointed  fecretary 
efthat  bailliage. 

Although  many  accounts  are  usu- 
ally related  concerning  the  early  ge- 
nius of  diftinguiihed  perfons,  which 
do  not  always  deferve  implicit,  cre- 
dit; yet  the  premature  abilities  and 
application  of  Haller  are  incontef- 
tably  proved.  When  he  had  fcarcely 
attained  his  fifth  year,  he  was  ac- 
cuitomed  to  write  the  new  words, 
which  he  recollected  to  have  heard 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  His  pro- 
grefs  in  the  languages  was  fo  rapid, 
that  in  his  tenth  year  he  could  trans- 
late from  the  Greek,  and  compofed 
for  his  own  private  uffc  a  Chaldaic 
grammar,  a  Greek  and  Hebrew 
lexicon:  His  pajfion  for  letters  was 
alfo  fo  general  and  ardent,  that, 
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about  the  fame  period,  he  abridged 
from  Bayle  and  Moreri  an  hiftoncal 
dictionary,  comprising  above  two 
thouiand  lives*  and  diftinguiihed 
hirhfelf  by  a  fatire  in  Latin  verie 
againft  his  preceptor  Abraham  Bail- 
lodz,  a  peribn  of  confiderable  learn- 
ing, but  of  a  capricious  and  morofe 
dlipofition. 

Such  unwearied  application,  and 
fuch  aftoniftiing  progrefs,  in  a  youth 
of  his  years,  ought  to  have  enfured 
the  approbation  and  encouragement 
♦of  his  family.*  On  the  contrary, 
his  father,  who  had  deftined  him  to 
the  law,  reproved  his  growing  tafte 
for  polite  literature,  was  particularly 
offended  at  his  inclination  for  poe- 
try, as  likely  to  draw  him  from  the 
feverer  occupations,  and  objected 
to  the  variety  of  his  purfuits  as  too 
defultory  and  fuperfkial.  He  did 
not  connder,  that,  during  childhood, 
the  principal  requilite  of  education 
is  to  infufe  a  tafte  for  application  in 
"general ;  and,  that  when  the  bafe  of 
education  is  rendered  as  broad  as 
pbffible,  it  may  always,  like  a  pyra- 
mid, be  reduced  to  a  point*  But 
neither  his  father's  repeated  exhor- 
tations, nor  his  preceptor's  fevere 
admonitions,  cpuld  oblige  the  youth 
to  confine  his  ftudjes  to  one  objefl* 
or  check  his  infatiable  thirft  for 
neraj  information. 
In  this  manner  he  was  educated 
B  *         until 
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until  1721,  when,  on  his  father's  period  to  coniign  them  to  deftruc- 
death,  he  was  removed  to  the  public  tion  as  unworthy  of  his  pen. 
fchool  at  Berne.     He  was  placed  in  In  this  period  of  life,  Haller  coro- 
a  clafs  far  above  his  age ;  and  ufu-  pares  hintfelf  to  a  wild  plant,  which 
ally  wrote  in  Greek  the  exercife,  is  left  to  grow  without  pruning; 
which  he  was  expected  to  compofe  and  this  very  circumftanco  was  pro- 
in  the  Latin  tongue.  bably  the  principal  caufe  of  his  fu- 
In  1723,  he  obtained  permiffton  ture  proficiency,  and  the  foundation 
to  accompany  a   young  friend  to  of  that    universal    knowledge,  to 
Bienne,  in  order  to  be  inftru&ed  in  which  he  afterwards  attained, 
phiiofophy  by   the    father  of   his  He  had  been  originally  intended 
companion,  who  was  a  celebrated  for  the  law:  but  his  -active  mind 
phyAcian.    But  his  new  preceptor  could  not  fubmit  to  follow  a  pro- 
being    a    bigot    to    the  Carteuan  feflion  which  would  limit  his  inqui- 
fchool,  Haller  foon  rejected   with  ries;  which  entirely  depended  on 
diddaia  that  logic  and  phiiofophy,  precedent  and  authority;  and  which, 
which  tended  to  cramp  his  genius  to  ufe  his  own  quotation  from  Ho- 
rather  than  extend  his  knowledge ;  race,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Bonnet, 
and  continued  to  cultivate  hiftory,  obliged  him, 
poetry,  and  polite  literature,  bit  „                   .          .A  . 
with  as  little  Vder  and  method  as  >r*"  -  vtrba  *«** 
night  be  expelled,  from  his  years.  And  although  he  could  not  fubmit 
Haller,  during  his  refidence  at  to  the  (hackles  of  that  narrow  phi- 
Bienne,  began  a  cuftom,  which  he.  lofophy,  fo  ftroqgry  recommended 
afterwards  followed    through  life*  and  enforced  by  his  new  preceptor, 
that  of  writing  his  opinion  of  the  yet  he  appears  to  have  been  prin- 
books  which  he  perufed>  and  mak-  cipally  determined  by  his  advice  to 
ing  large  extracts  from  them.    His  dedicate  himCelf   to    phytic;   the 
genius,  being  alfo  awakened  by  the  ftudy  of  which  comprehends  fuch 
romantic  fcenery  of  the  country  to  a  variety  of  literary  purfuits,  as 
poetica)  enthufiam,    he  compofed  ieemed  congenial  to  the  zeal  and 
various  pieces  in  the  epic,.dramauc,  activity  of  his  capacious  mind.   He. 
and  lyric  ftyles.    He  was  at  this  had  no  fooner  formed  this  refolu- 
N  time  fo  entirely  abforbed  in  this  tion,  than  he  adopted  a  more  regn- 
fevourite   ftudy*    that,    or.   a  fire  lar  and  uniform  plan,  than  he  had 
breaking  out  in  the  houfe  in  which  hitherto  been  able  to  purfue~   For 
he  refided*  he  ruihed  into  his  apart*  this  putpofe  he  removed,  towards 
meat,  and  rescued  his  poetry  from  the  end  of  1723,  to  the  univerfity 
the  flames,  leaving  his  other  papers,  of  Tubingen,  where  he  profecated 
with   little  regret,  to  deHruction.  his  ftudies  with  that  unwearied  ap- 
Afterwards,  when  a  more  mature  plication,  which  never  forfook  him* 
age  had  ripened  his  judgment^  he  undcu*  the  profeflbrs  Elias  Camera- 
was  frequently  heard  to.  fay,  that  rius  and  Du  Vernoy.    From  Ca- 
he  had  preserved  from  the  flames  merarius    he  learned   thofe  found 
thdfe   compoiitions  which  he  then  principles   of  rational  phiiofophy* 
thought  the    fineft  productions  of  wftich* teach  us  firil  to  doubt,  and 
human  genius,  in  order  at  a  future  afterwards  to  believe,.  an4  which 
t  ** 
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are  as  far  removed  from  credulity 
on  ode"  hand,  as  from  fcepticifm  on 
the  other.  From  the  lectures  of 
Du  Vernoy  he  imbibed  his  firft  tafte 
for  botany,  arid  made  fo  rapid  a 
progrefs  in  the  ftudy  of  anatomy, 
that  his  mailer  predicted,  from  fe- 
veral  diilertations,  his  future  pro- 
ficiency in  that  line.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  however,  his  ftrong  and 
invariable  attachment  to  thefe  two 
branches  of  natural  hiftory,  he  re- 
preferits  himfelf  as  ftudying  invito, 
minervd,  againft  nature;  anatomy 
though  he  could  not  fupport  bad 
fmells,  and  botany  though  he  was 
extremely  fhort-fighted.  At  Tu- 
bingen he  alio  diftinguifhed  his 
knowledge  in  mineralogy,  by  re- 
futing the  error  of  Tournefort,  in 
afcribing  to  fojUls  a  vegetating 
power. 

During  his  continuance  in  that, 
nniverfity,  he  gave  an  hritance  of 
his  early  controul  over  his  paflions ; 
a  difficult  conqueft  for  a  young  man 
of  ftrong  feelings  and  lively  imagi- 
nation. A'  tingle  deviation  into 
excefs,  into  which  he  had  been 
hurried  by  the  example  of  fome  of 
his  fellow-pupils,  fo  greatly  affected 
a  perfon  like  him,  no  lefs  enamour- 
ed of  virtue,  than  fufceptible  of  in- 
genuous fhame,  that  he  inftantly 
formed  a  refolution  to  abftain  from 
Wine;  and  adopted  a  ftriftnefs  of 
morals,  which  renders  highly  pro- 
bablex  the  afTertion  of  his  French 
encomiaft,  the  Marquis  de  Condor- 
cet,  that  he  was  descended  from  a 
family,  in  which  piety  might  be 
faid  to  be  hereditary. 

In  1725,  Haller  repaired  to  Eey- 
den,  to  which  place  he  was  drawn 
by  the  great  reputation  of  Boer- 
haave.  Here  he  found  a  more  am- 
ple field  for  a  diiplay  of  his  abilities*, 
and  the  improvement  of  his  mind. 


He  became  the  favourite  fcholar  of 
feoerhaaye,  by  whofe  example  and 
encouragement  he  ftrengthened  his 
growing  inclination  for  botany.  He 
noted  down  his  matter's  lectures  on 
the  Inftitutes  of  Medicine  with  fuch 
precision,  as  afterwards  gave  birth 
to  one  of  his  moil  ufeful  publica- 
tions. He  continued  his  anatomical 
fludies  under  Albinus,  juft  then  riiing 
into  fame,  and  the  venerable  Ruych, 
who  fo  higWpJ  improved  the  art 
of  injecting  anatomical  prepara- 
tions. 

The  precarious  (late  of  his  health, 
probably  occafioned,  or  at  lead  in- 
creafed,  by  his  intenfe  application, 
induced  him  to  accompany  two  of 
his  countrymen  through  part  of 
Germany.  On  his  return,  in'  172:6, 
he  received  his  doctor's  degree, 
though  only  in  the  nineteenth  year 
of  his  age;  and  publifhed  on  that 
occafion  his  inaugural  diflertation  de 
Dudu  fali'vali  Co/cimuiziano. 

In  1727  he  vifited  England,  waa 
favourably  received  by  Chefelden, 
Douglas,  and  Sir  Hans  Sloane; 
and  improved  his  knowledge  of  me- 
dicine and  furgery  under  the  aufpi- 
ces  of  thofe  celebrated  men,  and  by 
diligently  attending  the  hofpitals. 

At  Paris,  whither  he  next  di- 
rected his  courfe,  he  ftudied  botany 
under  Geoffroy  and  Juffieu ;  ana- 
tomy under  Le  Dran  and  Wipflow, 
a  celebrated  furgeon.  Winflow  was 
indeed  his  favourite  mafter,  to  whbm 
he  particularly  attached  himfelf ; 
whom  he  propofed  to  his  difciples 
as  the  bell  model  for  their  imitation, 
as  an  anatomift  who,  (hackled  by 
no  fyflem,  defcribed  fimply  and 
faithfully  what  hea  himfelf  obferved 
in  his  directions. 

Haller  had  propofed  to  continue 
His  travels  to  Italy,  that  country 
where    medicinal   knowledge    firft 

B  2  revivoi 
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revived  in  the  darker  ages,  and    mountains  of  Switzerland  ^  an  ex- 
where,  /       curfion  rendered  memorable  by  its 

«  Smt  with  the  love  <f /acred feng,"      f"Pft £5  t0.  him  J*?   ^  £  * 

j  j         j   6»         /Var*  Helvetica,  and  by  mipinng 

he  might  indulge  his  enthufiafm  and  his  poem  on  the  Alps,  which  he 
improve  his  tafte  in  claffical  litcra-  compofed  in  the  21ft  year  of  his 
ture.  The  uncertain  date  of  his  age;  a  poem  as  fublime  and  im- 
>iiealth,  the  maladie  du  pays,  which  fo  mortal  as  the  mountains  which  are 
remarkably  aiFe&s  the  Swifs  in  fo-  the  fubje&  of  his  fbng.  . 
reign  parts,  and  en  which  he  has  Not  to  interrupt  thefebiographi- 
compofed  a  poem,  uwfther  with  the  cal  anecdotes  with  a  chronological 
advice  of  his- friends,  prevailed  over  detail  of  his  poetical  productions,  I 
his  inclination,  and  induced  him  to  (hall  juft  mention,  that,  not  long 
return  to  his  native  country.  after  his  poem  on  the  Alps,  he  wrote 

In  his  way  to  Berne  he  flopped    his  ethic  epiUles,  on  the  Imperfec- 
at  Bafle,  in  order  to  ftudy  mathe-    tion  of  Human  Virtue,  on  Super- 
matics  and*  algebra  under  the  cele-    ftition  and  Infidelity,  on  the  Origin 
brated  John  Bernoulli ;  and  in  this,    of  Evil,  on  the  Vanity  of  Honour, 
as  well  as  every  other  inftance  of    Various  Satires,   Doris,  a  Paftoral 
his   life,  applied  with   fuch  inde-    on  his  firft  wife,  and  his  much-ad- 
fatigable  perfeverance,  as  if  thofe   .mired  Elegy  on  her  death.    It  is  a 
fciences  were  to  form  the  fole  objedl    convincing  proof  of  Haller's  vcrfa- 
of  his  future  refearches.     His  pro-    tile  genius  and  extraordinary  men- 
£ciency  in  thefe  ftudies  is  fufEcient-    tal  powers,  that  he  (hould  have  (0 
ly  proved  by  feveral  treatifes  ftill    eminently  excelled  in  poetry,  which# 
extant    in  manufcript,    which  he    except  in  his  early  youth,  he  never 
compofed  on  arithmetic  and  geo-    confidered  otherwise    than   as  an 
metry,  and  particularly  by  his  re-    amufement,  either  to  foothe  him  un- 
marks  on  the  Marquis  de  1'Hofpi-    der  afflictions,  and  in  the  bed  of  fick- 
tal's  Analyiis  of  Infiniteiimals ;  and    nefs,  or  to  confole  him  for  the  envy 
his  attachment  to  them  by  his  being    and  negled  of  his  contemporaries, 
deeply  employed  in  a  profound  cal-        The  founded  German  critics  place 
culation  on  the  day  of  his  marriage.    Haller  among  the  moft  eminent  of 
But  though  he  made  fuch  a  progrefs    their  poets  ;  and  confider  fublimity 
as  afcnifhed  Bernoulli  himfelf,Jie    as   the  grand  characleiiftic  of  his 
continued  his  other  purfuits,  bcifcg    wtitirgs.    They  acknowledge,  that 
appointed  to  read  le&ures  on  ana-    he    improved    the    harmony    and 
tomy  during  the   ficknefs  of  the    richnefs  of  his  native  tongue ;  that 
profeflbr:  while  he  fulfilled  the  duties    he  poffefled  the  highefl  powers  of 
of  that  office,  lie  alfo  attended  the    invention  and  fancy ;  great  origi- 
le&ures  of  Tzkigcr  on  the  practical    nality  both  in  his  ideas  and  lan- 
parts  of  medicine ;  thus  at  the  fame    guage ;  that  he  is  the  true  colouriil 
time  diiplayiag,  with  equal  pro*    of  nature ;    that  he   founded  the 
priety,  the  dignity  of  a  profeflbr,    depths  of  metaphyseal  and  moral 
and  the  humility  of  a  pupil.  fcience;  that  he  equally  excels  in 

During  the  fummer  of  17 39,  he,  piclurefque  descriptions,  in  foft  and 
in  company  with  his  friend  John  delightful  imagery,  in  elevated  fen- 
Geiher,  made  an  excurfion  into  the    timents,  and  pnilofophical  nreci&n. 

Aftw 
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A  few  fupercillous  critics  have  re- 
proached his  poetry  with  occaiional 
obfcurities ;  and  accafe  him  of  hav- 
ing introduced  a  new  language 
affectedly  averfe  to  the  common 
modes  of  diction.  Cold  criticifm 
maycenfure;  but  twenty- two  fuc- 
ceffive  editions  of  his  German 
poems,  and  the  tranflation  of  them 
into  the  piincipal  languages  of 
Europe,  prove,  that  they  poiieis  the 
great  aim  of  poetry,  that  of  pleating 
and  interefting  the  reader.  And  it 
may  be  remarked  with  truth,  that 
although  Haller's  ftupendous  la- 
bours m  erudition  and  fcience  renT 
der  his  poetical  talents  jof  inferior 
account;  yet  that  if  he  had  confined 
himfelf  to  poetry,  that  alone  would 
have  immortalized  his  name. 

But  it  is  time  to  follow  Halle  r  fo 
his  native  city,  where  he  returned, 
in  1729,  expecting  from  his  coun- 
trymen that  refpecV  and  patronage, 
he  had  fo  liberally  received  abroad. 
He  had,  however,  the  mortification 
to  experience  that  neglect,  and  even 
envy,  to  which  every  man  of  genius 
is  expofed  in  his  own  country,  and 
which  he  feems  to  have  augmented 
by  his  fatirical  compofitions. 

He  continued  three  years  without 
having  the  intereft  to  procure  any 
.public  employment;  and,  though 
he  prevailed  on  government  to  ella- 
Mifti  an  anatomical  theatre,  and  gave 
le&ures  gratis ;  yet  he  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  obtaining  the  place  of  phy. 
fician  to  the  hofpital,  which  he  much 
defired.  He  alfo  folicited  a  pro- 
fefTorihip,  and  was  again  repul fed. 
He  fe^ems  to  have  fenfibly  felt  thefe 
difappointments,  and  exprefled  his 
impatience  and  indignation  in  his 
fatirical  poems.  Inftead,  however, 
of  damping  his  activity  or  abating 
the  ardour  of  his  genius,  he  re- 
doubled his  application  and  frvices 


in  order  to  force  himfelf  into  public 
notice. 

His  literary  reputation  began 
now  to  fpread  itfelf  by  various  bo- 
tanical, anatomical,  and  medical 
publications,  and  by  a  collection  of 
poems,  which  firft  made  its  appear- 
ance in  1732. 

At  length,  in  1 736,  he  received, 
unfolicited  on  his  part,  the  offer  of 
the  profefTorfhip  of  phyfic,  botany, 
and  furgery,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Gottingen,  newly  eftablifhed  by 
George  the  Second.  Notwith- 
standing, however,  all  the  advan- 
tages and  honours  which  accompa- 
nied this  offer,  he,  for  fome  time; 
hefitated  whether  he  fhould  accept 
it.  He  had,  in  1 73 1,  efpoufed  a 
young  lady  of  good  family,  whofe 
great  beauty  and  accomplifhments 
were  rendered  fHll  more  endearing 
by  her  affectionate  fubferviency  to 
his  manner  of  life.  She  had  brought 
him  three  children;  and  thefe  ties 
attached  him  more  flrongly  to  his 
native  place,  where  his  merits  had  - 
procured  him  many  fincere  friends ; 
and  the  air  of  which  he  confidered 
as  in  fome  refpect  ncceftary  for  the 
continuance  of  his  health.  On  the 
contrary,  the  honour  of  being  in- 
vited by  fo  great  a  monarch,  the 
dignity  of  the  efta£>li(hment  to  which 
he  was  called,  and  the  confideration 
of  having  a  more  ample  theatre  for 
the  improvement  of  his  knowledge, 
induced  him  to  remove  to  Got- 
tingen. 

During  feventeen  years,  in  which 
he  refided  at  Gottingen,  where  his 
abilities  expanded  in  proportion  as 
his  opportunities  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge increafed ;  he  obtained  from 
Government  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
otanical  garden,  which  he  fuper- 
in tended,  of  an  anatomical  theatre, 
a  fchool  for  midwifery,  and  a  col- 
li 3  lege 
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lege  for  the  improvement  of  fur- 

fery.  He  formed  the  plan  for  a 
oyal  Society  of  Sciences,  of  which 
he  was  appointed  perpetual  pre- 
fident. 

The    comprehenflve    mind   and 
verfatlle  genius  of  Haller,  united 
with  his  unremitting  diligence  and 
ardour;  in  all  his  pur  funs,  enabled 
him  to  cultivate  with   uncommon 
fuccefs,    a   variety   of   knowledge. 
Had  not  the  great  Swede  pre-occu- 
pied  the  field,  it  is  probable,  that 
Haller  would  have   flood  the  firft 
among  his  contemporaries  as  an  im- 
prover of  botanical  knowledge. 
"    In  1 742,  his  great  botanical  work 
on  the  plants  of  Switzerland,  the 
refult  of  fourteen  years  ftudy,  made 
its   appearance.      It   was  entitled, 
Enumefatio  Methodica  Stirpium  Hel- 
*ve'ti<z>  in  2  vols,  folio.     It  was  the 
moft  copious   Flora  the  world  had 
ever  feen,  compriiing  1,840  fpecies, 
'and  was  enriched  with  feveral  ad- 
vantages, that  rendered  it  Angularly 
acceptable.    The  preface  contains 
a   compendious    geographical    de- 
fcription  of  Switzerland,  and  of  the 
Alps  particularly ;   an  account  of 
all  the  authors  who  had  written  on 
the  plants  of  that  country ;   the  re- 
cital of  his  own  journies;  acknow- 
ledgments to  thofe  who  had  aflifted 
him ;  concluding  with  the  order  and 
method  he  means  to  purfue  in  this 
work. 

[We  mull  refer  our  readers  for  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  bota- 
nical and  medical  works  of  Haller, 
to  Mr.  Coxe's  valuable  letter,  from 
which  thefe  extracts  are  taken.] 

He  proceeds  to  inform  us  that 
Haller's  emoluments  augmented  as 
his  merits  were  difplayed ;  and  ho- 
nours flowed  upon  him  from  all 
'  quarters.  He  was  eleded,  in  1 748, 
into  the  Royal  Society  of  Stock- 


holm, into  that  of  London  in  1749,  , 
and  in  1754  chofen  one  of  the  eight 
foreign  members  in  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris.     In  1739,  he 
was  appointed  phyfician  to  George 
the  Second,  and  king's  counfellor 
in  1740.    In    1749*  the  emperor 
Francis  conferred  on  him  letters  of 
nobility  at  the  requeft  of  George   j 
the  -  Second ;  and  about  the  fame   j 
time  the  king,  in  a  vifit  which  he  j 
paid  to  the  univerflty,  cliftingmfhed  J 
Haller  with  particular  marks  of  ap- 
probation. 

He  declined,  in  1 745,  ah  invita- 
tion to  Oxford,  which  would  pro- 
bably have  terminated  in  his  norni-  ' 
nation  to  the  profeflbrfhip  of  bo- 
tany, vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
celebrated  Dillenius ;  a  fecond  from 
the  univerflty  of  Utrecht ;  and,  in 
1750,  a  third  from  the  king  of 
P  ruffian  with  the  offer  of  a  verycoi- 
fiderable  penfion. 

At  length,  in  1753,  induced  by 
the  precarious  flate  of  his  health, 
by  the  defire  of  removing  from  . 
Gottingen,  which  he  called  the 
grave  of  his  wives,  and  by  hti 
earneft  anxiety  to  dedicate  tie  re- 
mainder of  his  days  to  the  fervke 
of  his  country,  he.  took  a  journey 
to  Berne,  in  order  to  procure  in 
eftablifhment,  which,  though  net 
adequate  to  his  prefent  appoint- 
ments, might  place  him  in  the 
bofom  of  his  beloved  Switzerland. 

His  grateful  country'  rewarded 
this  diflnterefled  attachment  with  the 
moft  liberal  and  unbounded  confi- 
dence, and  employed  his  talents  n 
the  public  fervice. 

In  1757,  he  was  fent  to  refbfln 
the  academy  of  Laufanne ;  and,  & 
the  following  year,  was  deputed 
by  the  Senate  to  examine  fome  cu- 
rious remains  of  antiquity  lately 
difcofered  at  Culm.     About  tfe 

fa,me 
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fame  time  he  was  appointed  direc-  He  refumed  his  literary  labours, 

tor  of  the   falt-works  at  Bex  and  which  had  been  neceflarily  inter- 

Aigle,  with  an    annual    falary  of  rupted  amldft  his  other  more  impor- 

£500.    During  the  terra  of  jhis  tant  avocations.    He  publifhed,  in  ^ 

appointment   which  continued  fix.  1768,  his  hiftory  of  Swifs  plants, 

years,  he  redded  at  La  Roche.          ■  mentioned  above  $  and,   in   1771, 

On  his  return  to  Berne  he,  was  *  the  firftpart  of  his  Bibliotheca  Me-- 

cle&ed  member  of  the  chamber  of  •  dici*e,  or  his  Medical  Library, 

appeal  for  the  German  di  ft  rift,  of  Eight  volumes  of  this  work  were 

the  council  of  finances,  of  the  com-  publifhed  during  the  author's  life* 

nuttees  for  matrimonial  affairs*  and  time,  between  the  years  1771   and 

for  improving  the  fmall  livings  in  1778-    The  anatomical,  including 

the  Frenth  cfiftritt  of  the  canton :  the  phyfiology,  the  botanical,  and 

he  was  alfo  appointed  perpetual  af~  the  chirurgieal,    were  each    com- 

feflbr  of  the   Council    of  Health,  prifed  in  two  volumes,  and  bring 

with  an    annual  falary    of   about  down  the  j-efpe&ive  fubje&s  nearly 

£.  100,  as  a  token  of  his  country's  to  the  prefent  time.     Two,  on  the 

gratitude   for    having  declined  fa  practice  of  phyfic,  were  publifhed  • 

many  fplendid  offers  from  foreign  by -Haller  himfelf,  a  third  after  his 

courts,  and  for  preferring  his  na-;  deceafe   by  Dr.  Tribolet,   and,   a 

tive  place  to  the  advancement  of'  fourth  by  Dr,  Brandis  of  Childen-- 

his  fortune.                               -  •       ■  fheim,    from    the     manufcript    of 

In  j  766,  and  the  following  years,  Haller,  which  the  learned  author 

this  great  man,  who  had  hitherto  has  considerably  augmented, 

enlightened  fcience-from  his  clofet*  Haller  alfo  employed  the  latter » 

difplayed  in  the  theatre  of  public  period  of  his  life  in  fending  extracts 

life  the  more  acKve  and  diftinguifhed  from  eminent  publications  for  the: 

parts  of  a   patriot  and    politician.  Bibliotheque     Raifonnee ;    furnifhed 

He  re-eftabliihed  the  harmony  and  many  of  the  articles  for  the  fupple- 

fettled  the  difputes  between  the  Val-  ment  to  the  Paris  Encyclopedic,  for 

lais  and  the  canton  *  of  Berne  by  a*  the  quarto  improved  edition  of  the 

fuccefsful  negociation,  in  which  he  fame  work  publifhed  at   Y verdun, 

fixed  the  new  boundaries  of  thetwo  and  for  the  dictionary  of  natural 

fates;  he  was  affociated  with   the  hiftory  printed  at  the  fame  place, 

moft  enlightened  characters  of  the  He  meditated  alfo  a  new  edition  of 

republic  in  'terminating  the  difTen-  his   great  phyfiological    work,    of 

rions  of  Geneva ;  he   drew  up  the  which  he  put  forth  the  firft  volume 

principal  difpatches  to  the  court  of  in   1777*  only  a  few  months  before 

Verfailles  on   the    fubjecl-   of  the  his  death. '                            r 

changes  which  had  been  projected  His  adlive  imagination  brooding 

at  Verfoi,    on   which  occasion   he  on  the  civil  and  political  affairs,  in 

held  a  perfonal  conference  with  the  which  he  had  been  lately  engaged, 

French  ambaffador;  and  was  em-  produced,  between  1771  and  1 7 74, 

ployed  to  prepare  the    plan    ©fa  his  three  political  romances  +  Ufongi 

treaty,  which  the  canton  of  Berne  Alfred,  and  Fabius  and  Cato,  which 

contracted  with  the  Ele&or  of  Ba-  treat  of  tne  defpotic,  monarchical, 

varia  relating  to  the  purchafe  of  and  republican    governments.     In 

(alt.  Ufong  he  fetches,  with  a-  mafterly 

?  *  ■  hand, 
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hand,  the  abufcs  of  abfolute  autho-  his  preface  to  his  poetry,  that  he 
rity,  and  fets  forth*  in  the  character  was  firmly  convinced  of  their  truth  ; 
of  the  principal  perfonage,  the  in  1747,  he  rejected  with  horror  the 
f'piappy  effects  which  may  be  derived  dedication  which  La  Metrie  offered 
from  a  virtuous  and  intelligent  fo-  to  prefix  to  his  work  entitled 
vereign,  even  amidft  the  horrors  of  "  V Homme  Machine;99  and  he  de- 
oriental  defpotifm.  In  Alfred  he  dared,  in  various  literary  journals, 
difplays  the  advantages  of  a  limited  that  he  neither  acknowledged  as  his 
monarchy,  wherein  the  balance  of  friend,  or  his  difciple,  a  man  who 
jx>wer  is  wifely  distributed  ;  and  entertained  fuch  impious  notions* 
Which,  while  it  avoids  the  extremes  In  a  preface  which  he  published  in 
of  either,  enjoys  the  benefits  of  both*  1751,  to  Formey's  abridgement  of 
In  Fabius  and  Cato  he  defcribes,  Crouzas's  **  Examen  du  Pyrrbo- 
with  an  animation  and  fpirit  worthy  nifme"  he  paints,  in  the  ftrongeft 
of  ancient  Rome,  but  with  a  partia-  colours,  the  dreadful  effects  of  infi- 
lity  natural  to  a  republican,  the  arif-  delity  both  on  fociety  and  indivi- 
tocratical  government  as  moil  duals.  He  alio  put  forth,  in  the 
friendly  to  the  difplay  of  patriotism,  German  tongue,  M  Letters  Ur-his 
and  moil  congenial  to  the  exertions  Daughter,  on  the  Truth  of  the 
Of  genius.  In  thefe  romances  he  Chriitian  Revelation  f  he  published 
discovers  found  principles  of  legiila-  an  extract  from  Ditton's  "  Truth  of 
tion,  great  political  Sagacity,  a  deep  the  Refurre&ion  of  Jefus  Chrift," 
infight  into  human  nature,  and  a  which  he  acknowledges  to  have  firft 
moft  extenfive  acquaintance  with  cleared  any  doubts  he  might  enter- 
hiftory.  v  tain  on  that  fubject.     He  avows,  at 

If  we  cbnfider  Haller  as  a  man  of  the  fame  time,  that  he  received  infi- 

piety  and  a  Chriftian,  we  Shall  ob-  nite  fetisfa&ion  from  the  Study  of 

jerve  him  tracing,  from  a  compre-  the  New  Teftament,  becaufe  he  was 

henjive  view  of  the  creation  in  its  never  more  certain  of  holding  con- 

grandeft  as  well  as  in  its  niinuteft  verfe  with  the  Deity,  than  when  he 

parts,  the  neccjfary  exigence  of  a  Su-  read  his  nuitt  in  that  divine  book, 
preme  Being,  and  the  great  princi-         In  1775.  he  finally  gave  to  the 

pies  of  natural  religion.     We  fhall  public,  alto  in. the  German  language, 

fee   him  demonftrating  the  divine  "   Letters  concerning   feveral  late 

origin  of  Chriftian ity  from  a  pro-  Attempts  of  Freethinkers  yet  living 

found  ftudy  of  the  IJcw  Teftament,  againft  Revelation."     In  this  work 

from  the  excellence  of  its  morality,  the  author  examines  and  refutes  the 

its  manifest  influence  over  the  hap-  objections  to  Chriftianity,  advanced 

pinefs  of  mankind,  and  its  tendency  in  fo  lively  and  dangerous  a  manner 

to  meliorate  our  nature;   and  we  by  Voltaire  in  his  Queft ions  fur  VEn  - 

fhall  find  him  proving  himfelf,  both  cyclopedic.     «  If  this  latter  publica- 

in  his  life  and  writings,  a  zealous  tion,"  adds   Sennebier,  "  may  be 

friend  and  able  advocate  of  the  re-  considered    as   an    Index    to    the 

vealed  doctrines.  Doubts  and  Arguments  againft  the 

Haller,  at  a  very  early  period  of  Chrityian    Religion,  the    work   of 

his  life,  undertook  the  defence  of  Haller  may  be.  entitled  an  Index  %q 

natural  and  revealed  religion  on  all  {he  AnSwers  in  favour  of  the  fame 

occasions.    In  1732  he  qeclared,  in  Revelation,  to  be  confultedby  thofe 

.'■'"'_'"'  '  who 
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who  wifh  impartially  to  difcufs  both  nature,  even  in  its  mott  exalted  Sate* 
ides  of  this  important  queitiori."  than  the  moll  pompous  and  exagge- 
When  learning  and  philotophy,  in-  rated  accounts  of  unerring  wifdom, 
ftead  of  being  employed  in  fupport-  or  uniform  virtue  which  never  ex- 
ing  fceptical  tenets  by  artful  fo-  ifted.  And  it  is  a  pleafing'fatisfac- 
phiftry,  thus  lend  their  united  aflift-  tion  to v  learn,  that  reafon  and  reli- 
ance to  the  caufe  of  religion,  they  gion  rofc  fuperior  to  the  gloomy 
then  truly  become  an  honour  to  the  defpondency  of  ficknefs;  and  that 
poffeffor,  and  a  benefit  to  foc/iety.        Haller  met  death  with  the  calomels 

Even  this  great  and  good  man  of  a  philofopher,  and  the  faith  of  a 
was  not  exempt  from  a  too  anxious  Christian.  In  the  laft  letter  which 
folicitude  for  his  welfare  in  a  future  he  wrote,  a  few  days  before'his  de- 
flate. ,  That  depreffipn  of  fpirits,  ceafe,  he  fpeak*?  indeed  of  the  ire- 
which  ought  juftly  to  be  confidered  mendous  grandeur  of  eternity,  but 
as  the  effects  of  difeafe,  and  the  with  hopes  rather  than  with  fears ; 
warmth  of  his  imagination  confpir-  and  looks  back  upon  his  pad  life 
Lng  perhaps  with  the  narrow  princi-  with  fatisfa&ion:  amidft  a  few  com* 
pies  of  Calvini/m,  in  which  he  had  plaints  uttered  on  his  painful  fufFer- 
fyeen  educated,  led  him  to  reflect  ra-  ings,  he  mentions  his  country  with 
ther  on  the  jvftice  than  the  mercy  of  the  moft  ardent  affection,  and  offers 
the  Peity,  and  to  bewilder  himfelf  up  his  laft  prayers  for  its  preferva- 
in  the  endlefs  mazes  of  predeftina-  tion  and  welfare, 
tion  and  grace.  J n  one  of  his  de-  He  continued  his  literary  labours, 
fponding  fits,  he  compared  himfelf,  and  preferved  his  fenfes  and  com- 
as uncertain  of  falvation,  to  a  man  pofure  to  the  laft  moment ;  he  he- 
placed  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice  held  his  end  approaching  without 
without  any  fupport,  and  expecting  fear  and  regret;  "  My  friend,"  faid 
every  inftant  to  fall.  At  another  he  to  the  phyfician  who  attended 
moment,  animated  with  a  paffion  for  him,  «  I  die,  my  pulfe  is  flopped/* 
fcience,  he  breaks  out,  in  a  letter  and  then  expired.  He  died  on  the 
to  his  friend  Bonnet,  into  the  fpl-  12th  of  December  I7J7>  in  the  fe- 
lovving  exclamation,  expreffive  of  ventieth  year  of  his  age.— Thus 
his  regret  to  quit  a  world  which  he  lived,  and  thus  died,  the  great 
had  improved  by  his  difcoveries,  Haller ;  a  man  to  whom  Michaeiis, 
and  which  he  might  ftill  further  illu-  the  eminent  orientalift,  juitly  ap- 
minate  by  his  zeal  and  application,  plies  an  obfervation  which  had  been 
?'  O  my  poor  brain,  which  muft  re-  made  on  the  genius  of  Ariflotle  ; 
turn  to  dufl ;  and  all  the  knowledge  "  Neque  calo,  neque  terra*  neque 
and  information  which  I  have  been  mart  quicquam  rtlinquere  <voluit  incog- 
collecting  with  fuch  unwearied  la-  nitum,  indole  praterea  adeo  mirabili, 
hour,  will  fadeaway  like  the  dream  ut  ad  Jingula  natum pnecipue  dicas." 
of  an  infant."  In  his  perfon  Haller  was  tall  and 

Thefe  little  weaknefles  of  a  great  majeftfc,  of  a  ferious  and  expreffive 
mind  overpowered  by  confKtuttonal  countenance;  he  had  at  times  an 
irritability,  and  ftruggling  againft  open  fmile,  always  a  pleafing  tone 
early  prejudices,  are  more  interefl>-  of  voice,  ufually  low,  and  felaom 
ing  to  the  man  who  feels  and  re-  elevated,  even  when  he  was  moil 
fpe&s  the  imperfections  of  human,    agitated.    He  was  fond  of  unbend- 

ing 
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ing  himfclf  in  fociety,  was  on  thofe 
occafions  remarkably  cheerful,  po- 
lite, and  attentive ;  he  would  con- 
verfe  with  the  ladies  on  fafhions, 
modes  of  drefs,  and  other  trifles, 
with  as  much  eafe  as  if  he  had  never 
fecjuded  himfelf  from  the  world. 

Mr.   Bonnet  informed  me,   that 
Haller  wrote  with  equal  facility  the 
German,  French,  and  Latin  tongues ; 
that  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  European  languages,  except 
'  the  Ruffian,  Polifh,  and  Hungarian, 
as  to  fpeak  with  the  natives  in  their 
Tefpeftive  idioms.    When  he  con- 
verted on  any  fcience  or  fubjedt  of 
literature,  his  knowledge  was   fo 
extenfive,  that  he  feemed  to  have 
made  that  his  particular  ftudy.   His 
profound  erudition  in  every  branch 
of  fcience,  is  well  known  to  all  who 
are  converfant  with  his  works :  but 
the  variety  of  his  information,  and 
the  verfatilityof  his  talents,  are  thus 
delineated  by  a  perfon  who  was  his 
particular  friend:.  "  He  poffefTed 
a  fundamental  knowledge  of  natural 
hiftory;  was  well    read  in  hiftory 
both  antient  and  modern,  univerfal 
and  particular;   and  uncommonly 
verfed  in   the  Hate  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  trade,  population,  li- 
terature, and  languages  of  the  re- 
fpe&ive  nations  of  Europe ;  he  had 
read  with  attention    the  moll  re- 
markable voyages  and  travels ;  and 
was  particularly  converfant  in  the 
late  difcoveries  which  tend  to  il- 
luftrate  the  geography  of  the  globe. 
He  had  even  perufed  many  thoufarid 
jnovels  and  plays ;  and  pofleffed  fuch 
an  aftonifhing  memory,  that  he  could 
detail  their  contents  with  the  utmoft 
©recifion." 

'  As  it  was  his  cuftom  to  make 
extrs&s,  and  to  give  his  opinion  of 
every  book  which  came  into  his 
hands,  as  well  for  his  own  private 


ufe,  as  for  the  Gottingen  Review, 
he  read  mod  new  publications ;  and 
fo  eager  was  he  ofually  in  the  pe- 
rufal,  that  he  laid  them  upon  the 
table  even  when  he  was  at  dinner, 
occafionally  looking  into  them,  and 
marking  thofe  parts  wifh  a  pencil, 
which  he  afterwards  extracted  or 
commented  upon.  He  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  make  his  remarks  on  fmall 
pieces  of  paper,  of  different  fiies; 
which  he  placed  in  order,  and  fkif- 
tened  together ;  a  method  he  learn- 
ed from  Leibnitz. 

.  <  -i 

He  derived  from  nature  extreme 
fenfibility,  or  rather  irritability  of 
temper,  which  is  ever  the.  child  of 
genius.  He  fpoke  therefore  from 
his  own  experience,  when,  in  a 
lettter,  to  Voltaire,  he  thus  expreflcd 
himfelf: — «  Providence  holds  with 
an  equal  hand  the  balance  of  human 
happinefs.  Fie  has  loaded  yon  with 
riches,  he  has  loaded  you  with 
glory;  but  misfortune  was  necef- 
fary,  and  he  preferved  the  equili- 
brium by  giving  you  feniibiHty.  If 
my  wifhes  could  take  efFecl,  I  woultf 
beftow  upon  you  that  tronquillitf 
which  flies  at  the  approach  of  ge- 
nius, which  is  inferior  to  genius  in 
relation  to  fociety,  but  far  fuperior 
in  regard  to  ourfelves:  then  the 
moil  celebrated  man  in  Europe 
mould  be  at  the  fame  time  the  moS 
happy.*' 

He  was  always  impatient  under 
ficknefs,  as  well  from  his  extreme 
fufceptibility  of  pain,  as  becaufe  he 
was  precluded  in  that  iituation  from 
his  literary  occupations.  He  was 
fend,  therefore,  of  taking  violent 
remedies,  more  calculated  to  remove 
the  immediate  effects  of  pain,  and 
to  check  his  diforder,  than  to  cure 
it  radically.  In  his  latter  years  he 
accuftomed  himfelf  to  opium,  which* 
operating  as  a  temporary  palliative* 
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cnly  increafed  his  natural  impa- 
tience. This  reftleflhefs  of  temper, 
which  -Dccafionally  difturbed  his 
tranquillity  even  in  his  younger 
days,  and  in  the  full  flow  of  his 
health  and  fpirits,  was  confiderably 
heightened  by  the  advances  of  age, 
and  the  diforders  which  fluttered 
his  frame  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
days. 

His  eowefpondence  in  every  pe- 
riod of  his  life  was  extenfive,  punc- 
tual, and  carried  on  in  the  Englifh, 
French,  German,  Latin,  and  Italian 
languages. . 

Six  volumes  of  Latin  epiftles, 
and  three  in  the  German  tongue, 
addrefled  to  him  from  men  .of  learn- 
ing in  various  parts  of  Europe,  have 
been  given  to  the  public,  but  his 
own  have  never  made  their  appear- 
ance. It  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
that  he  feldom  preferved  any  copies, 
being  himfelf  too  much  occupied  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  never  fufficiently 
rich  to  maintain  a  fecretary.  His 
two  principal  cbrrefpondents,  to 
whom  he  opened  his  heart,  were 
Bonnet  of  Geneva,  and  John  Gef- 
ner  of  Zuric  :  to  the  latter  he  wrote 
either  in  German  or  Latin,  fto  Mr. 
Bonnet  in  the  French  tongue.  This 
celebrated  friend  of  Haller  poffefles 
feven  manufcript  volumes  of  his 
letters  :  it  was  an  uninterrupted 
correfpondence  of  twenty  -  three 
years;  begun  in  March  1754,  and 
finifhing  only  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  in  December  1777.  This 
epiftolary  commerce  comprehends 
a  great  variety  of  fubjetts,  princi- 
pally concerning  phyiiology,  natu- 
ral hiftory,  the  ftru&ure  of  the  globe, 
politics,  morality,  and  religion. 
Haller  being  accuftomed  to  confult 
his  friend  on  all  occafions,  to  dif- 
clofe  his  mod  fecret  thoughts,  and 
to  relate  his  diurnal  occupations; 


thefe  effufions  of  tfye  moment  dif- 
cover  the  fucceflive  train  of  his 
fludies,  the  progrefs  of  his  difcove- 
ries,  and  his  gradual  advances  in 
knowledge. 

'  w  Thefe  letters  of  my  mofl  re- 
fpeclable  friend,"  added  Bonnet, 
u  difplay  his  genius,  his  under- 
ftanding,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart,  more  fully  than  any  of  his 
publications.  His  flyle,  concife, 
energetic,  yet  piclurefque,  corre^ 
{ponds  with  the  ftrength  and' origi- 
nality of  his  ideas ;  and  he  fpeaks, 
with  no  lefs  fublimity  than  convicr 
tion,  of  the  great  truths  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion.  ,  Though  he 
treats  the  numerous  advocates  fox 
infidelity,  and  particularly  Voltaire, 
with  fufRcient  feverity ;  yet  his 
heat  is  the  ardour  of  conviction,  and 
did  not  proceed  from  either  pique 
or  fpirit  of  contradiction :  he  feenv- 
ed  as  if  he  was  personally  interefted 
in  all  queftions  on  revelation,  and 
pleaded  its  caufe  as  if  it  %pd  been 
his  own.  He  is*  no  lefs  fevere  a- 
gainft  thofe  writers,  who  feem  to 
exclude  the  intervention  of  a  firft 
intellectual  caufe  in  the  creation  and 
arrangement  of  the  univerfe,  and 
particularly  cenfures  the  materialifts, 
who  endeavour  to  deduce  mecha- 
nically the  formation  of  organized 
bodies.  In  a  word,  his  philofophy 
was  entirely  practical,  becaufe  it 
was  entirely  Cnriilian ;  and  nothing 
fecured  his  approbation,  but  what 
tended  to  improve  the  underfland- 
ing,  or  to  amend  the  heart." 

I  am  concerned  to  find,  that  the 
publication  of  this  correfpondence, 
between  two  fuch  enlightened  and 
virtuous  philofophers  as  Haller  and 
Bonnet,  which  in  fome  works  had 
been  announced  to  the  public,  fhould, 
on  account  of  private  reafons,  be 
relinquished.     Religion,  morality, 

philofophy* 
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philosophy,  and  learning,  would  be 
greatly  benefited  by  this  epiitolary 
commerce. 

Haller's  library,  confining  of  a- 
bout  4,000  volumes,  was  purchafed 
for  £.  2,qoo  by  the  emperor,  for  the 
public  library  of  Milan,  where  I 
examined  it  in  1785.  The  collec- 
tion is  particularly  rich  in  books  of 
natural  hiitory,  and  is  rendered  in- 
valuable from  numerous  annotations 
of  Haller,  written  on  the  margins. 

Haller  was  three  times  married, 
firfl  to  Marianne  Wytfen,  in  1731, 
who  died  in  1736.  2.  To  Eliza- 
beth Buchers,  in  1738,  who  died  in 
childbed  the  fame  or  the  following 
year;  both  natives  cf  Berne.  3. 
In  I739f  to  Amelia  Frederica 
Teichmeyer,  a  German  lady,  who 
fuivived  him.  He  has  written  and 
publifhed  the  lives  of  his  two  firft 
wives.  He  left  eight  children,  four 
fons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
he  lived  to  fee  eftahlifhed.  His 
eldeit  fyn,  Gotlieb  Emanuel,  who 
was  born  in  1735,  followed  his  fa- 
ther's example  in:  dedicating  himfelf 
to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  to 
the  purfuits  of  literature.  He  was 
elecled  member  of  the  Great  Coun- 
cil, and  obtained  various  employ- 
ments under  government,  particu- 
larly the  bailliage  of  Nyon,  in  which 
fnuation  he  died  in  1786.  He  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  as  an  author  by 
various  publications  tending  to  il- 
luitrate  the  hiftory  and  literature  of 
Switzerland,  and  particularly  by 
his  Sckixeitncr-bibliothek,  or  Swifs 
Library,  in  6  volumes  8vo.  of  which 
he  lived  to  publifh  only  the  firft 
In  this  work,  defervedly  efleemed 
/or  its  method  and  accuracy,  the  in- 
defatigable author  enumerates  all 
the  books  which  treat  of  Switzer- 
land, in  all  languages,  and  all  the 
works  publifhed  by  the  Swifs  on  all 


fubjedts.  He  even  defcends  to  the 
minuted  articles  which  have  ap- 
peared in  reviews  and  journals ;  and 
in  moil  initancci,  where  the  publk 
cation  deferves  detail*  analyfes  the 
contents,  corrects  the  errors,  and 
gives  his  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  performance. 

I  was  personally  acquainted  with 
the  learned  author,  and  am  indebted 
to  him  for  fome  curious  information 
on  Switzerland,  and  for  feveral 
anecdotes  relative  to  his  illuilrious 
father,  which  I  have  introduced  into 
thefe  biographical  memoirs. 


Account  of  the  late  Mn   Howard; 
from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  fit     J 
March  1790. 

AB  OUT  the  end  of  the  month  : 
of  February  1 790,  advice  wa*  \ 
received,  by  Mr.  Whitbread,of  jhe  | 
not  unexpected,  yet  certainly  un- 
timely death  of  the  eccentric,  bat 
truly  worthy,  John  Howaud,  efq. 
— This  extraordinary  man  was  the 
fon  of  an  upholilerer,  or  carpet 
warehoufeman,  in  Long-lane,  Weft 
Smith  field,  and  was  put  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Newnham*  a 
wholefale  grocer,  grandfather  to  the 
prefent  alderman. — His  father  died, 
leaving  only  this  fon  and  a  daugh- 
ter, to  both  of  whom  he  bequeathed 
handfome  fortunes  ;  and  by  his  will 
directed  that  his  fon  fhould  not  be 
confidered  of  age  till  he  was  five- 
and-twenty.  His  conftiiution  w« 
thought  very  weak,  and  his  health 
appeared  to  have  been  injured  by 
the  neceflary  duties  of.  his  appfen- 
ticeihip ;  and  therefore,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  it/  he  took  an  apartment 
in  a  lodging-houfe  in  Church  Street* 
Stoke  Newington,  Middlefex;  but 
not  meeting  with  the  tendered  treat- 
ment 


C  H  A.R  ACTE.RS.  ij 

Jient  there,  he  removed  to  another  forth)  "  his  fympathy  with  the  ttn~ 
lodging-houfe  in  the  fame*  ftreet,  happy 'people  whofe  caufe  is  the  &b- 
which  was  kept, by  a  widow  named  jecl  of  this  book." — He  afterwards,  it 
Mrs.  Sarah  Lardeau.  Here  he  was  is  believed,  made  the  tour  of  Italy  * 
nurfed  with  the  uunoft .  care  and  and  at  his  return  Settled  at  Broken- 
attention;  and  at  length  he  became  hurft,  a  retired  and  pleafant  villa 
fo  fond  of  his  landlady,  that  he  re-  in  the  New  Foreft,  near  Lymington 
folved  to  marry  her,  out  of  grati-  in  Hampfhire,  having,  April  z$s 
tudefbrher  kindnefs  to  him.  In  1 7  58,  married  Harriet,  daughter  of 
vain  fhe  expoftulated  with  him  upon  Edward  Leeds,  efq.  of  Croxton,  in 
the  extravagance  of  fuch  a  pro-  the  county  of  Cambridge,  king's  fer- 
ceeding,  he  being  about  28,  and  fhe  jeant.  Mrs.  Howard  died  in  1765, 
about  5 1  years  of  age,  and  twenty  in  child -bed,  of  her  only  -child,  a 
years  older  in  conltitution ;  but  ion,  who  unfortunately  has  been  for 
nothing  could  deter  him  ;  and  they  fever  a  I  years  lunatic,  and  now  is, 
were  privately  married  about  -the  or  lately  was,  under  the  care  of  T. 
year  1752.  She  was  poJTefTed  of  a  Arnold,  M.  D.  of  Leiceftar.  Before 
imall  fortune,  which  he  preferred  the  death  of  his  fecond  wife,  he  left 
to  her  filter.  During  his  refidence  Lymington,  and  purchafed  an  e&sae 
at  Newington,  the  minifler  of  the  at  Cardington,  near  Bedford,  ad- 
difTenting  meeting-houfe  there  re-  joining  to  that  of  his  relation  Mr. 
figned  his  office,  and  a  fucceffor  Whitbread.  While  he  reiided  at 
was  ele&ed  ;  and  Mr.  Howard,  who  Cardington,  he  very  much  conci- 
was  bred  a  diflenter,  and  ftedfaftly  liated  the  efteem  of  the  poof,  by 
adhered  all  his  life  to  that  profeffion,  employing  them,  building  cottages 
propofed  to  purchafe  the  leaf e  of  a  for  them,  Sec.  Every  Sunday  he 
houfe  near  the  meeting-houfe,  and  went  to  Bedford,  attended  both 
to  appropriate  it  as  a  par  (on  age-  morning  and  evening  fervice  at  one 
hoafe  far  the  u'fe  of  the  minifler  for  of  the  diflenling  meeting-honks, 
the  time  being,  and  generoufly  con-  and  then  returned  home.  He  wa» 
trihuted  50  L  for  thatpurpofe.  His  universally  efleemed  by  the  Prefby- 
wife  died  November  10,  1755;  and  terians,  Moravians,  and  all  the  other 
foon  after  be  formed  a  refolution  of  fe&aries  with  which  that  borough 
vifiting  Lifbon,  which  had  been  abounds ;  and  at  the  general  eiec- 
juft  before  laid  in  ruins  by  the  tton  in  1774,  offered  himfelf  with 
earthquake  of  November  1,  1755.  Mr.  Whitbread,  as  a  candidate  ta 
About  Midfummer  1756,  he  fet  fail  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  The/ 
for  Lifbon,  on  board  the  Hanover  were  oppofed  by  Sir  W.  Wake, 
Packet,  which  was  taken  by  a  bart.  and  R.  Sparrow,  efq,  who 
French  privateer ;  and  he  behaved  were  returned ;  aud  Mr.  Whitbread 
with  fo  much  bauteur,  fo  much  a  and  Mr.  Howard  petitioning,  the 
VAnglois,  to/the  captain  of  the  pri-  committee  determined  that  Sir  W. 
vate^ef,  as  might  probably  be  the  Wake  and  Mr.  Whitbread  were 
caufe-of  his  fuffering  fo  feverely  as  duly  elected.  In  confequeoce  of 
it  appears  he  did,  (fee  «  State  of  the  adl  19  Geo.  III.  for  eftablifhing 
Frifons,"  pp^2Z  and  23,  note) :  and  penitentiary  houies,  the  late  Dr. 
*  perhaps  what  he'  fuffered  on  this  Fothergill,  Mr.  Howard  and  Geo. 
occafion  increafed"  (if  it  did  not  call  Whatley,  efquire,  treafurer  of  the 

Foundling 
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Foundjing JHofpitaK  were  appoint-  Germany,   and   Switzerland;  and 

ed  by  his  majefty  fupeWifors   of  published  "  The  State  of  the  Pri- 

them.     The  doctor  and  Mr.%  How-  fons  in  jEngland  and  Wales,  with 

ard  fixed  on  a  fpot  for  the  erection  Preliminary  Obfervations,  and  an 

of  them,  near  to  that  whereon  Pen-  Account  of  fome  Foreign  Prifons, 

tonville  ehapel  has  fince  been  erec-  1777>"  4to.  with  a  dedication  to  the 

ted.     Mr.  Whatley,  on   the   other  houfe  of  commons,  dated  April  5, 

hand,  infifted  that  they   mould  be  1777.  In  1780,  he  publifhedan  ap- 

built  on  or  near  the  Me   of  Dogs :  pendix  to  this  account,  in  which  he 

but  being  fixed  in  his  own  opinion,  extended  the  narrative  of  his  travels 

having  loft  his  friend  and  co-adjutor  to  Italy,  and  gave  fome  obferva- 

Dr.  F6thergill,  and  feeing  no  prof-  tions  concerning  the  management 


peel  of  accomplifhing  the  bufinefc 
in  any  way  that  would  be  agreeable 
to  him,  in  January  1781,  Mr.  How- 
ard fent  a  letter  to  earl  Bathurft, 
lord  prefident  of  the  council,  re- 
iquefting  his  majefty  to  accept  his 
resignation  of  the  office.  His  fitter 
died  unmarried;  and  left  him  her 
houfe  in  Grea,t  Ormond  Street,  to- 
gether with  a  cbnfiderable  fortune 
in  the  funds,  which  he  conftrued  into 
an  approbation  en  the  part  of  Pro- 
vidence, of  his  fchemes  for  the  re- 
lief of  prifoners,  and  made  ufe  of  the 
money  accordingly.  In  1773,  he 
ferved  the  offxev  of  fheriff  of  the 
county  of  Bedford.  This  office,  as 
he  obferves,  brought  "  the  diftrefs 
of  prifoners  more  immediately  un- 
der his  notice;"  and  with  a  view 
to  its  alleviation,  he  began  his  la- 
bours by  "  vifiting  moft  of  the 
county  gaols  in  England,"  and  af- 
terwards, «' the  bridewells,  houfes 
of  correction,  city  and  town  gaols," 
^vhere  he  found  "  multitudes  both 


of  prifoners  of  war,  and  the  hulks 
on  the  Thames.    This  appendix  he 
re-publifhedin  1784;  which  publi- 
cation included  alfo  an  account  of  his 
vifit  to  Denmark,  Sweden,  Ruffia, 
Poland,  Portugal,  and  Spain.    By 
this  time  his  character  for  active 
benevolence  had  engaged  the  public 
attention.     It  was  propofed  that  a 
fubfeription  ihould  be  fet  on  foot  to 
erect  a  ftatue  to  his   honour,  and 
1 5  3  3  !•  *  3  s-  6d.  was fubferibed  for 
that  purpofe;    but  fome/  of  thofe 
who  knew  Mr.  Howard  belt  never 
concurred  in  the  fcheme,  being  well 
aflured  that  he  would  never  toun* 
tenance  nor  accede  to  it :  and  the 
event  juftified   their  conduct;  for 
the  language  that  he  held  upon  the 
fubject,  when  firft  advifed  of  it,  was, 
"  Have  not  I  one  friend  in  Eng- 
land, that  would  put  a  flop  to  fuch 
a  proceeding  ?"     In  coniequence  of 
two  letters  from  Mr.  Howard  him- 
felf  to  the  fubferibers,  the  defign 
was  laid  afide;  and  the  contribu* 


of  felons  and  debtors"  "  dying  of    tors  were  publicly  invited,  either  to 
the  gaol  fever  and  the  fmall-pox."    recall  their  money,  or  to  leave  it  to 


tJpon  this  fubject  he  was  examined 
In  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  March 
1774,  when  "  he  had  the  honour  of 
their  thanks."  This  encouraged 
him  to  proceed  in  his  defign :  he 
travelled  again  a/id  again  through 


the  difpofition  of  the  committee. 
In  1789,  Mr.  Howard  published 
"  .An  Account  of  the  principal  La- 
zarettos in  Europe,  with  various 
Papers  relative  to  the  Plague,  to- 
gether with    further  Obfervations 


Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  alfo    on  fome  Foreign  Prifons  and  Hof- 
into   .France,    Flanders,    Holland,    pitals,  and  additional  Remarks  on 

the 
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the  prefent  State  of  thofe  in  threat  friends  could  not  poflefs  that  in- 
Britain  and  Ireland,"  with  a  great  fluence  to  reverfe  his  determination 
number  of  curious  plates.  Betides  to  encounter  once  more  the  contar 
thefe,he  publiihed,  in  1780,  *'  Hif-  gion  of  the  plague,  with  all  its  dif- 
torical  Remarks  and  Anecdotes  on  mal  concomitants ;  yet  furely  that 
the  Caftle  of  the  Baftile,  tranflated  incorrupta  fides,  that  nuda  <veritas9 
from  the  French ;"  and  laft  year  which  actuated  his  undertaking,  (o 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany's  elegantly  difplayed  by  himfelf  in 
u  new  Code  of  Criminal  Law,  with  his  laft  publication,  will  acquit  him 
an  Englifh  Tranllation.,,  of  temerity  in  the  progrefs  of  his 
Not  iktisfied,  however,  with  what  benevolent  migration.  His  great 
he  had  already  done,  he  concludes  abftemioufnefs  was  probably, a  mean 
his  «  Account  of  Lazarettos,"  with  of  prolonging  his  life  in  the  midft 
announcing  his  "  intention  again  of  his  dangers:  for  a  long  timepo- 
to  quit  his  country,  for  the  purpofe  tatoes  were  almoft  his  whole  fap- 
of  re-vffiting  Ruffia,  Turkey,  and  port ;  at  another  time  they  were 
fane  other  countries,  and  extending  fucceeded  by  tea,  and  bread  and 
his  tour  in  the  Eaft.  I  am  not  in-  butter ;  consequently  it  will  not  be 
fenfible,  fays  he,  of  the  dangers  that  thought  wonderful  that  he  never 
mud  attend  fuch  a  journey.  Trull-  partook  of  the  public  or  private 
ing,  however,  in  the  protection  of  repafts  to  which  he  was  fo  frequent- 
that  kind  Providence  which  has  ly  invited.  All  that  remains  to  be 
hitherto  preferred  me,  I  calmly  and  faid  upon  the  fubjedl  is,  that  in  his 
chearfully  commit  myfelf  to  the  fecond  "  Tour  in  the  Eaft,  it  did 
difpofal  of  unerring  Wifdom.  Should  pleafe  God  to  cut  off  his  life  :"  for# 
it  pleafe  God  to  cut  off  my  life  in  having  fpent  fome  time  at  Cherfon, 
the  profecution  of  this  defign,  let  a  new  fettlement  of  the  emprefs  of 
not  my  conduct  be  uncandidly  im-  Ruffia,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper 
puted  to  ralhnefs  or  enthufiafm,  but  or  Boryfthenes,  toward  the  northern 
to  a  ferious,  deliberate  conviction  extremity  of , the  Black  Sea,  near 
that  I  ampurfuing  the  path  of  duty,  Oczakow,  he  caught  in  vifiting  the 
and  to  a  fincere  delire  of  being  Ruffian  hofpital  of  that  place,  or  as 
made  an  inftrument  of  more  exten-  fome  fay  a  young  lady  who  was  ill 
u>e  ufefulnefs  to  my  fellow-creatures  of  the  fame  complaint,  a  malignant 
than  could  be  expected  in  the  nar-  fever,  which  carried  him  off  00  the 
rower  circle  of  a  retired  life."  To  20th  of  January,  N.  S.  after  an 
a  man  who  holds  fuch  language,  illnefs  of  about  twelve  days;  and 
what  elfe  can  be  faid,  but  that  the  after  having  been  kept,  according 

Siety  and  benevolence  of  his  heart  to  his  exprefs  directions  to  his  fer- 
eferve  univerfal  -honour?  What  van t,  five  days,  he  was  buried,  by 
permanent  good  may  arife  from  his  iiis  own  deiire,  in  the  garden,  of  a 
unwearied,  well- intended  labours,  villa  in  the  neighbourhood  belong- 
both  in  thefe  kingdoms  and  the  reft  ing  to  a  French  gentleman,  from 
of  Europe,  time  only  can  fhew.  whom  he  had  received  great  civili- 
Certain  it  is,  that  his  plan  has  been  ties,  by  his  faithful  fervant,  who 
adopted  in  many  of  our  new-built  had  attended  him  on  his  former 
gaols,  and  will  gradually  extend  to  jcurneyings,  and  whom  he  exprefly 
more.    Although  the  advice  of  his  enjoined  not  to  return  home/  till  five 

weeks 
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weeks  from  his  death.— In  his  way 
to  Cherforv  his  baggage  was  found 
to  be  miffing  from  behind  the  car- 
riage white  he  and  his  (ervant  re- 
frefbed  tfierofelves  with  a  nap.  On 
the  difcovery  of  this  lofs,  Mr.  H. 
haflened  back  to  the  neareft  town  or 
Tillage  where  he  recollected  to  have 
feen  a  party  of  Ruffian  recruits, 
whom  he  charged  with  taking  his 
property.  While  he  waited  in  the 
carriage  till  a  magiftrate  could  be 
applied  to,  his  property  was  brought 
in,  firft  a  hat-box,  and  next  a  trunk; 
which  laft  had  been  found  half-  buried 
m  the  road  by  the  fide  of  fields  where 
Ibme  men  were  ploughing  ;  one  of 
whom,  ftartled  at  feeing;  the  nails 
of  the  trunk  ihine  jttft  out  of  the 
ground,  was  afraid  to  touch  it  with* 
out  his  companion*  When  it  was 
opened  by  Mr.  H.  every  article 
both  of  linen  and  money  was  found 
in  fiatu  quo :  but  fufpicions  fell  fo 
ftrong  on  the  recruits,  at  having 
concealed  it  till  an  opportunity  of- 
fered for  them  to  carry  it  off  and 
mare  the  fpoil,  that  the  magiftrate 
consigned  leven  of  them  to  Siberia. 

The  account  given  of  his  death 
vbl  the  London  Gazette  of  the  23d 
inftant  is  as  follows,  and  is  perhaps 
'  the  firft  inftance  of  the  death  of  a 
private  individual  being  fo  an- 
nounced.— «'  Warfaw,  March  6\ 
Yefterday  arrived  in  this  city  a  per- 
(Bn  from  Cherfon,,  who  brings  an 
account  of  the  death  of  Mr.  How- 
ard, fo  weir  known  from  his  travels, 
and  plans  of  reform  of  the  different 
prifons  and  hofpitals  in  Europe. 
This  gentleman  fell  a  victim  to  his 
humanity;  for,  having  vifited  a 
young  lady  at  Cherfon,  fick  of  an 
epidemic  fever,  for  the  purpofe  of 
adminiftering  fome  medical  affift- 
ance,  he  caught  the  diftemper  him- 
&1&  and  was  carried  off  in  twelve 


days.— Prince  Potemkin,  on  hear- 
ing of  his  illnefs,  fent  his  phyfieiati 
to  his  relief  from  Jaffy." 

-     -  . 

Account  of  the  late  Mr.  Ledyard; 
from   "  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  promoting  the  difcovery  of  the 
interior  Parts  of  Africd" 

sc  *  J'1*  HIS  extraordinary  perfon 
X  was  recommended  to  the 
committee  of  the  aftbeiation  as  emi- 
nently qualified  for  undertaking  the 
projected  journey  into  the  interior 
part  of  Africa.  He  was  an  Ame- 
rican by  birth,  and  feemed  from  his 
youth  to  have  felt  an  invincible  de- 
fire  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with 
unknown  or  imperfectly  difcovered 
regions  of  the  globe.  For  feveral 
years  he  had  lived  with  the  Indians 
of  America,  had  ftudied  their  man- 
ners, and  had  pra&ifed  in  their 
fchool  the  means  of  obtaining  their 
protection,  and  of  recommending 
himfelf  to  the  favour  of  lavages.  In 
the  humble  Situation  of  a  corporal 
of  marines,  to  which  he  fubmitted 
rather  than  relinquifh  his  purfuit, 
he  had  made,  with  Capt.  Cook,  the 
voyage  of  the  world;  and  feeling, 
on  his  return,  an  anxious  defire  of 
penetrating  from  the  North-weft$rn 
coaft,  which  Cook  had  partly  ex- 
plored, to  the  Eaftem  coaft,  with 
which  he  himfelf  was  perfectly  fa- 
miliar, he  determined  to  traverfe 
the  vaft  continent,  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

«  His  firft  plan  for  the  purpofe 
was  that  of  embarking  in  a  veffel 
which  was  preparing  to  fail,  on  a 
voyage  of  commercial  adventure,  to 
Nootka  Sound,  on  the  Weftern 
coaft  of  America ;  and  with  this 
view  he  expended,  in  fea-ftores,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  .money  which 
his  chief  benefactor,    Sir  Jofeph 

Banks 
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Banks  (whofe  generous  conduct  the 
writer  of  this  narrative  has  often 
heard  him  acknowledge),  had  libe- 
rally fuppUed.  But  the  fcheme  be- 
ing fruftrated  by  the  rapacity  of  a 
caftom-houfe  officer,  who  had  feized 
and  detained  the  vefFel  for  reafbns 
which,  on  legal  enquiry,  proved  to 
be  frivolous,  he  determined  to  tra- 
vel over  land  to  Kamtfchatka;  from 
whence,  to  the  Weftern  coaft  of 
America,  the  pafTage  is  extremely 
fhort.  With  no  more  than  ten  gui- 
neas in  his  purfe,  which  was  all 
that  he  had  left,  he  crofled  the  Bri- 
ti(h  Channel  to  Oftend,  and,  by  the 
way  of  Denmark  and  the  Sound, 
proceeded  to  the  capital  of  Sweden ; 
from  whence,  as  it  was  winter,  he 
attempted  to  traverfe  the  Gulph  of 
Bothnia  on  the  ice,  in  order  to  reach 
Kamtfchatka  by  the  fhorteft  way; 
but  finding,  when  he  came  to  the 
middle  ofthe  fea,  that  the  water 
was  not  frozen,  he  returned  to 
Stockholm,  and,  taking  his  courfe 
Northward,  walked  into  the  ArcYrc 
Circle,  and,  paffing  round  the  head  of 
the  Gulph,  defcended,  on  its  Eaftern 
fide,  to  Peterfburg. 

"  There  he  was  foon  noticed  as 
an  extraordinary  man.  Without 
ftockings  or  fhoes,  and  in  too  much 
poverty  to  provide  himfelf  with 
either,  he  received  and  accepted  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  the  Portu- 
guefe  Ambaflador,  To  this  invi- 
tation it  was  probably  pwing  that 
he  was  able  to  obtain  the  fum  of 
twenty  guineas  for  a  bill  on  Sir 
Jofcph  Banks,  which  he  confefted 
he  had  no  authority  to  draw,  but 
which,  in  confideration  of  the  buli- 
nefs  that  he  had  undertaken,  and  of 
the  progrefs  that  he  had  made,  Sir 
Jofeph,  he  believed,  would  not  be 
unwilling  to  pay.  -  To  the  Ambaf- 
fcdor's   mtereft   it    might   alfo   be 

Vol.XXXH- 


owing  that  he  obtained  permiffion 
to  accompany  a  detachment  of 
flores,  which  the*  Emprefs  had  or- 
dered to  be  -tent  to  Yaku.tr,  for  the 
ufe  of  Mr.  Billings,  an  Engliihmaq, 
at  that  time  in  her  fervice. 

*f  Thus  accommodated,  he  tra- 
velled Eaftward  through  Siberia, 
fix  thoufand  miles,  to  Yakutz, 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by 
Mr.  Billings,  whom  he  remembered 
on  board  Capt.  Cook's  ihip,  in  the 
fituation  of  the  aftronomer's  fer- 
vant,  but  to  whom  the  Emprefs  had 
now  entrufted  her  fchemes  of  North- 
ern difcovery. 

*\  From  Yakutz  he,  proceeded  to 
Oczakow,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Kamt- 
fchatka fea ;  from  whence  he  meant 
to  have  paflfed  over  to  that  penin- 
fula,  and  to  have  embarked  on  the 
Eaftern  fide,  in  one  of  the  Ruffian 
veflels  that  trade  to  the  Weftern 
lhores  of  America  5  but  finding  that 
the  navigation  was  completely  ob- 
ftrudted  by  the  ice,  he  returned  to 
Yakutz,  in  order  to  wait  for  the 
conclusion  of  the  winter. 

"  Such  was  his  fituation,  when, 
in  confequence  of  fufpicions  pot  hi- 
therto explained,  or  refentments  for 
which  no  reafon  is  affigned,  he  was 
feized,  in  the  Emprefs's  name,  by 
two  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  placed  him 
in  a  Hedge,  and,  conveying  Jiim,  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  through  the 
defarts  of  the  Northern  Tartary, 
left  him  at  laft  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  Polifh  dominions.  As  they 
parted,  they-  told  him,  that,  if  he 
returned  to  Ruffia,  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  hanged ;  but  that,  if  he 
chofe  to  go  back  to  England,  they 
wifhed  him  a  pleafant  journey.         N 

a  In  the  midft  of  poverty,  cover* 

ed  wkh  rags,  infe'fted  with  the  ufutl 

accompaniment  of  fuch    clothing, 

Worn  with  continued  hardihip,  ex- 

.  C  haufted 
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haufted  by  difeafe,  without  friends, 
without  credit,  unknown,  and  full 
of  misery,  he  found  his  way  to  Ko- 
ninghberg.  There,  iq  the  hour  of 
his  utmoft  diftiefs,  he  refolves  once 
more  to  have  recourfe  to  his  old  be- 
nefactor ;  and  he  luckily  found  a 
perfon  who  was  willing  to  take  his 
draft  far  five  guineas  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  Society. 

"  With  this  affiflance  he  arrived 
in  England,  and  immediately  waited 
on  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  told  him, 
knowing  his  temper,  that   he  be- 
lieved -he  could  recommend  him  to 
an  adventure  almoft  as  perilous  as 
the  one  from  which  he  had  return- 
ed ;  and  then  communicated  to  him 
the  wiihes  of  the  Allocution  for  dis- 
covering   the    inland   countries   of 
Africa.     Ledyard  replied,  that  he 
had  always  determined  to  traverfe 
the  continent  of  Africa  as  foon  as 
he    had   explored    the    interior  of 
North  America ;  and,  as  Sir  Jofeph 
had  offered  him  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction,  he   came   directly   to  the 
writer  of  thefe  memoirs.     Before  I 
had  learnt  from  the  note  the  name 
and  bufincfs  of  my  viiitor,  I  was 
ftruck   with    the   manlinefs   of  his 
perfon,  the  breadth  of  his  cheft,  the 
cper.ncfs  of  his   countenance,  and 
the  inquietude  of  his  eye.     I  opened 
the  map  of  Africa  before  him,  and, 
tracing  a  line  from  Cairo  to  Sennar, 
and  from  thence  Weftward  in  the 
latitude  and  fuppofed  direction  of 
the  Niger,  I  told  him  that  was  his 
route,  by  which  I  was  anxious  that 
Africa  might,   if  pofTible,  .be   ex- 
plored.    He  (aid,  he  mould   think 
himiclf  fingularly  fortunate   to   be 
entiulied   with    the    adventure.     I 
afked  him  when  he  would  fet  out  ? 
*  To-morrow  morning/  was  his  an- 
fwer. 

Such*  a  perfort  as  Mr.  Ledyard 


was  formed  by  Nature  for  the  ob- 
ject in  contemplation ;  and,  were 
we  unacquainted  with  the  fequel, 
we  fliould  congratulate  the  Society 
in  being  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  fuch 
a  man  for  one  of  their  miflionaries; 
— but— the  reader  will  foon  be  ac- 
quainted, with  the  melancholy  cir- 
cum Ranee  to  which  we  allude. 

Mr.  Ledyard  undertook,  at  his 
own  defire,  the  difficult  and  perilous 
taflc  of  traverfing  from  Eaft  to  Wefc 
in  the  latitude  attributed  to  the  Ni- 
ger, the  wideft  part  of  the  continent 
of  Africa.  On  this  bold  adventure 
he  left  London  June  30, 1781,  and 
arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  19th  of 
Auguft. 

Hence  he  tranfmitted  fuch  ac- 
counts to  his  employers  as  manifeft 
him  to  have  been  a  traveller  who 
otferved,  reflected,  and  compared; 
and  fuch  was  the  information  which 
he  collected  here  from  the  travelling 
flave-merchants,   and  from  others, 
reflecting  ,the   interior  diftri&s  of 
Africa,  Siat  he  was  impatient  to 
explore   them.      He  wrote  to  the 
Committee,  that  his  next  communi- 
cation would  be  from  Sennar  (600 
miles  to  the  South  of  Cairo) :  Bot 
death,  attributed  to  various  caufes, 
arretted  him  at  the  commencement 
of  his  refcarches,  and  difappointed 
the  hopes  which  were  entertained  of 
his  projected  journey.     A  bilious 
complaint,  produced   by  vexatious 
delays,  induced  him  to  try  too  ftronf 
a  dofe  of  the  acid  of  vitriol,  which 
he  counteracted  by  the  ftrongefl  tar- 
tar emetic  ;  the  continued  difcharp 
of  blood  produced  by  which,  haf- 
tened  his  death,  and  he  was  buried 

at  Cairo. 

■  ■  *  ■       ■         ■  ■   ■    1  — 

Extra&s  from    the    Life    of  Johft 
Elwes,  Efq-9  ty  Edward  Topnaipi . 
Eft. 

THS 
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THE  family  name  of  Mr.  Elwes 
was  Meggot :  and  as  his  name 
was  John,  the  conjunction  of  Jack 
Meggot,  made  ftrangers  foraetimes 
imagine  that  his  intimates  were  ad- 
dreffing  him  .by  an  aflumed  appel- 
lation. His  father  was  a  brewer  of 
great  eminence.  His  dwelling- 
houfe  and  offices  were  fituated  in 
South  war  k ;  which  borough  was 
formerly  represented  in  parliament 
by  his  grand- father,  Sir  George 
Meggot.  Mr.  Clowes  is  now  in 
poiTeffion  of  the  above  premifes. 
He  purchafed,  during  his  life,  the 


gether,  fell  for  Mm  pounds,  Hi« 
Knowledge  in  accounts  was  dill 
more  trifling-— and  in  fome  meafure 
may  account  for  the  total  ignorance 
he  was  always  in  as  to  his  own  af» 
fairs. 

.  From  Weftminlter  School,  Mr, 
Elwes  removed  to  Geneva,  where 
he  foon  entered  upon  purfuits  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  ftudy.  The 
riding-mafter  of  the  academy  there, 
had  then  to  boail,  perhaps,  three  of 
the  heft  riders  in  Europe,  Mr,. 
Worfley,  Mr.  Elwes,  and  Sir  Syd- 
ney Meadows.    Of  the  three,  Elwes 


eftate  now  in  poffeffion  of  the  fami-'  was  reckoned  the  moil  *defperate : 

ly  at  Marcham,   in  Berkfhire,   of  the  young  horfes  were  always  put 

the  Calverts,  who  were  in  the  fame  into  his  hands,  and  he  vtfas  the  rough- 

line.     The   father  died  while   the  rider  to  the  other  two. 
late  Mr.  Elwes  was  only  four  years  "      On  his  return  to  England,  after 

old ;   fo,   little  of  the  character  of  an  abfence  of  two  or  three  years, 

Mr.  Elwes  is  to   be   attributed   to  he  was  to  be  introduced  to  his  uncle, 

him ;  but  from  the  mother  it  may  be  the   late   Sir  Harvey  Elwes>    who 

traced  at  once — for  though  fhe  was  was  then  living  afStoke,  in  Suffolk, 

left    nearly     one    hundred   thou/and  perhaps  the  moft  perfect  piclure  of 

pounds  by  her  huiband — ttiefarved  human  penury  that  ever  exilted.  The 

berfelfto  death  !  .  attempts  of  faving  money  were,  in 

The  only  children  from,  the  mar-  him,    fo  extraordinary,    that  Mr.- 

riage  above,   were  Mr.  Elwes,  and  Elwes,  perhaps,  never  quite  reached 

a  daughter  who  married  the  father  them,  even  at  the  laft  period  of  his 

of  the  late    Colonel  Timms — and  life. 


from  thence  came  the  intail  of  fome 
part  of  the  prefent  eftate. 

At  an  early  period  of  life  he  was 
fent  to  Weftminfter  School,  where 
he  remained  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 
During  that  time  he  certainly  had 
not  mifapplied  his  talents^ — for  he 
was  a  good  clajjical  Jcholar  to  the 
laft— and  it  is  a  circumftance  not  a 
little  remarkable,  though  well  au- 
thenticated, that  he  never  read  af- 
terwards. Never  was  he  feen  at 
any  period  of  his  future  life  with  a 
book,  nor  has  he  in  all  his  different 
houfes  now  left  behind  him,  books 
that  woul&  were  they  collected  to- 


His  poffeflions  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  were  fuppofed  to  be,  at  leaft 
tfwq  hundred  and  fifty  thouj and pounds 
—his  annual  expenditure  was  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  I 

However  incredible  this  may  ap-* 
pear,  it  is  yet  flri&ly  true;  his 
cloaths  coft  him  nothing*  for  he 
took  them  out  of  an  old  cheft,  where 
they  had  lain  fince  the  gay  days  of 
Sir  Jervaife.  * 

He  kept,  his  houfehold  chiefly 
upon  game,  and  tfiih  which  he  had 
in  his  own  ponds;  and  the  cows- 
which  grazed  before  his  own  door 
fumifhed  milk,  cheefe,  and  batter, 
.  C  2  for 
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for  the  little  (Economical  houfehold. 
What  futl  he  did  burn,  his  woods 
fuppiied. 

To  tbh  uncky  and  this  property, 
Mr.  Elwes  fucceeded,  when  he  had 
advaaced  beyond  the  fortieth  year 
of  his  age.  And  for  iifteen  years 
previous  to  this  period,  it  was,  that 
he  was  known  in  the  fafhionable 
dircK-s  of  London.  He  had  always 
a  turn  for  play ;  and  it  was  only  late 
in  life,  and  from  paying  always, 
and  not  always  being  paid,  that  he 
conceived  difguft  at  the  inclination. 

The  theory  which  he  profetfed, 
*'  that  it  was  impojjible  to  ajk  a  gen* 
*  tleman  for  money"  he  perfectly 
confirmed  by  the  pra&ice ;  and  he 
never  violated  this  feeling  to  the 
Jatcfl  hour  of  his  life. 

On  this  fubjedt,  which  regards 
the  manners  of  Mr.  Elwes,   gladly  I 


coming  to  market  from  Thaydon* 
hall,  a  farm  of  his  in  EiTex  There 
would  this  fame  man,  forgetful  of 
the,  fcenes  he  had  juft  left,  rUnd 
in  the  cold  or  rain,  barterinti;  with 
a  carcafs-butcher  for  a  falling! 
Sometimes  when  the  cattle  did  not 
arrive  at  the  hour  he  expected,  he 
would  walk  on  in  the  mire  to  meet 
them;  arnl,  more  than  once,  hi* 
gone  on  foot  the  whole  way  to  hit  '. 
farm  without  flopping,  which  w»  : 
Seventeen  miles  from  London,  ate 
fitting  up  the  whole  night. 

He  always  travelled  on  horfebtcb  • 
To  fee  him  fetting  out  on  a  journey, 
was  a  matter  truly  curious ;  hii  art 
care  was  to  put  two  or  three  egpi 
boiled  hard,  into  his  great  cost 
pocket,  or  any  fcraps  of  bred 
which  he  found— baggage  he  never 
took— then,   mounting  erne  of  \U 


feize  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  of    hunters,  his  next  attention  was 
them  with  the  praife  that  is  their     get  out  of  London,  into  that  Mil 


due.  They  were  fuch— fo  gentle, 
fo  attentive,  fo  gentlemanly,  and 
lb  engaging,  that  rudenefs  could  rot 
raffle  them,  nor  ftrong  ingratitude 
break  their  obfervance.     He  retain - 


where  turnpikes  were  the  fewA 
Then,  flopping  under  any  hed£ 
where  grafs  prefented  itfelf  for  k» 
horfe,  and  a  little  water  for  himftlf, 
he  would  (it  down  and  rerrefh  hto- 


ed  this  peculiar  feature  of  the  old    felf  and  his  horfe  together. 


court  to  the  lad;  but  he  had  a 
praife  far  beyond  this ;  he  had  the 
mod  gallant  d  if  regard  of  his  own 
perfon,  and  all  care  about  himfelf, 
X  ever  wit  netted  in  man. 

It  is  curious  to  remark,  how  he 
w  then  contrived  to  mingle  fmall  at- 


In  the  life  of  Mr.  Elwes,  the  la* 
u riant  iburces  of  induftry  or  enjoy- 
ment  all  Hood  dill.  He  encoarapd 
no  art ;  he  beftowed  not  on  any  u>- 
provement ;  he  diftufed  no  bleffings1 
around  him ;  and  the  diftrefTed  re- 
ceived nothing  from  his  hand.  Win* 


tempts  at  faving,  with  objetts  of    was  got  from  him,  was  only  obtain 
the  moft  unbounded  diflipation.   Af-     ed  from  his  want  of  knowledge-- 


ter  fitting  up  a  whole  night  at  play 
for  thouiands,  with  the  moft  fafhi- 
onable and  profligate  men  of  the 
time,  amidft  fplendid  rooms,  gilt 
fophas,  wax  lights,  and  waiters  at- 
tendant on  his  call,  he  would  walk 
out  about  four  in  the  morning,  not 
towards  home,  but  into  Smith  field  I 
19  meet  his  own  •attic,  which  were 


by  knowledge  that  was  fuperiori 
and  knaves  and  (harpers  might  hat* 
lived  upon  him,  while  poverty  vi 
honefty  would  have  (Varved. 

But  not  to  the  offers  of  high  i* 
tereft  alone,  were  his  ears  open.  Tht 
making   him   trifling   prcfents,  of 
doing  bufinefs  for  him  for  nothing— 
were  little  feug  allurcmcuu  which, 

is 
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in  the  hands  of  the  needy,  always 
drew  him  on  to  a  loan  of  money. 
A  fraall  wine-merchant  who  had 
xhefe  views-*— begged  his  acceptance? 
of  fome  very  fine  <wine,  and  in  a 
ihort  time  obtained  the  loan  of  fome 
hundred  pounds.  Old  Ehves  ufed 
ever  after  to  fay,  **  It  was,  indeta\ 
very  fine  wine,  Jorit<ofl  him  twenty 
founds  a  bottle!" 

Mr.  Ewes,  from  h;6  father,  Mr. 
Meggot,  had  inherited  fome  pro- 
per y  in  houfes  in  London ;  parti- 
cularly about  the  Haymarket,not  far 
from  which  old  Mr.  Elwes  drew  his 
firft  breath— -for,  by  his  regiiter,  k 
appears,' he  was  born  in  St.  James'* 
pariih.  To  this  property  he  begaa 
now  to  add,  by  engagements  with  one 
of  the  Adams,  about  building,  which 
he  increased  from  year  tx>  year  to  a* 
very  lar^e  extent.  Great  part  of 
IWarybone  foon  called  him  her 
founder.  Portland-place  and  Port- 
roan- fquare,  the  riding-houfes  and 
fables  of  the  (econd  troop  of  life 
guards,  and  buildings  too  numerous 
to  name,  all  rofe  out  of  his  pocket. 

In  pofieffions  fo  large,  of  courie 
it  would  happen  that  fome  of  thje 
houfes  were  without  a  tenant ;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  Mr. 
Elwes,  whenever  he  wejtt  to  Lon- 
don, to  occupy  any  ©f  thefe  pre- 
mifes  which  might  happen  to  be 
vacant.  He  had  thus  a  new  way 
of  feeing  LQndon  and  its  inhabi- 
tant:—-for  he  travelled  in  this  man- 
ner from  ftreet  to  ftreet ;.  and  when- 
ever any  body  chofe  to  take  the 
houfe  where  he  was,  he  was  always 
ready  to  mdve  into  any  other.  He 
was  frequently  an  itinerant  for  a 
right* '/  lodging ;  and  though  mailer 
©f  above  an  hundred  houfes,  he 
never  wifhed  to  reft  his  lvead  long 
in  any  he  chofe  to  call  his  own.  A 
couple  of  beds,  a  couple  of  chairs, 


a  table,  and  an  old  woman,  were 
all  his  furniture;  and  he  moved 
them  them  about  at  a  minute's 
warning* 

The  fcene  which  terminated  the 
life  of  this  old  woman,  is  not  the 
leaft  iingular  among  the  anecdotes 
that  are  recorded  of  Mr.  Elwes. 
But  it  is  too  well  authenticated  to 
be  doubted.  I  had  the  circum  (lance 
related  to  me  by  the  late  Colonel 
Timms  himfelf. 

Mr.  Elwes  had  come  to  town  in 
his  ufual  way— and  taken  up  his 
abode  in  one  of  hh  houfes  that 
.were  empty.  Colonel  Timms,  who 
wifhed  much  to  fee  him,  by  fome 
accident  was  informed  that  his  uncle 
was  in  London ;  but.  then  how  to 
find  him  was  the  difficulty.  He  en> 
quired  at  all  the  ufual  places  where 
it  was  probable  he  might  be  heard 
of:  he  went  to  Mr.  Hoare's,  his 
banker— to  the  Mount  CofTee-houfe 
•*— but  no  tidings  were  to  be  heard 
of  him.  Not  many  days  afterwards,  , 
however,  he  iearnt  from  a  perfon 
whom  he  met  accidentally,  that 
they  had  feen  Mr.  Elwes  going  into 
an  uninhabited  houie  in  .Great 
Marlborou^b-ftreet.  This  was  fame 
clue  to  Colonel  Timms :  ad  away 
he  went  thither.  As  the  befl  mode 
of  information,  he  got  hold  of  a 
cbairmw — but  ho  intelligence  could 
he  gain  of  a  gentleman  called  Mr. 
Elwes.  Colonel  Timms  then  de- 
fcribed  his  perfon— »but  no  gentleman 
had  been  feen.  A  pot-boy,  however, 
recollected  that  he  had  feen  a  poor 
old  man  opening  the  door  of  the 
liable,  and  locking  it  after  him : 
and  from  every  defcription,  it  agreed 
with  the  perfon  of  old  Mr.  Elwes/ 
Of  courfe,  Colonel  Timms  went  to 
the  houfe  :^— he  knocked  very  loud- 
ly at  the  door— ^but  no  one  anfvvered. 
$ome  of  the  neighbours  faid  they 
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had  feen  fuch  a  man,  but  no  anfwer 
could  be  obtained  from  the  houfe. 
On  this  added  information,  how- 
ever, Colonel  Timms  refolved  to 
Bave  the  flable  door  opened,  and  a 
blackfmith  was  fent  for— and  they 
entered  the  houfe  together.  In  the 
lower  parts  of  it— all  was  (hut  and 
filent.  On  afcending  the  flair-cafe 
however,  they  heard  the  moans  of  a 
perfon,  feemingly  in  diflrcfs.  They 
went  to  the  chamber— and  there, 
upon  an  old  pallet  bed,  lay  ftretched 
out,  feemingly  in  death,  the  figure 
of  old  Mr.  Elwes.  For  fome  time 
he  feemed  infenfible  that  any  body 
was  near  him ;  but  on  fome  cordials 
being  adminiftered  by  a  neighbour- 
ing apothecary,  who  was  fent  for, 
he  recovered  enough  to  fay — "  That 
he  had,  he  believed,  been  ill  for 
two  or  three  days,  and  that  there 
was  an  old  woman  in  the  houfe,  but 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  fhe  had  not 
been  near  him.  That  me  had  been 
ill  herfelf,  but  that  fhe  had  got  weD, 
he  fuppofed,  and  gone  away." 

On  repairing  to  the  garrets,  they 
found  the  old  woman— the  com- 
panion of  all  his  movements*  and 
the  partner  of  all  his  journies— 
ftretched  out  lifelefs  on  a  rug  upon 
the  floor.  To  all  appearances  fhe 
had  been  dead  about  two  days. 

In  three  fucceffcve  parliaments, 
Mr.  Elwes  was  chofen  for  Berk- 
fhire :  and  he  fat  as  member  of  the 
houfe  of  •  commons  about  twelve 
years.  It  is  to  his  honour — an  ho- 
nour in  thefe  times,  indeed,  moft 
rare !  that  in  every  part  of  bis 
conduct,  and  in  every  vote  he  gave, 
he  proved  himfelf  to  be  wjiat  he 
truly  was— an  inde^endeiit  country 
gentleman. 

"  All  this  time  the  income  of  Mr. 
Elwes  was  increafing  hourly,  and  his 
prefent  expenditure  was  next  to  no* 


• 

thing;  for  the  little  pleafores  he 
had  once  engaged  in,  he  had  now 
given  up.  He  kept  no  houfe,  and 
only  one  old  fervant  and  a  couple 
of  horfes ;  he  refided-  with  his  ne- 
phew ;  his  two  fons  he  had  ftarion- 
ed  in  Suffolk  and  Berkfhire,  to  look 
after  his  refpedlive  eftates ;  and  Ms 
drefs  certainly  was  no  expence  to 
him ;  for,  had  not  other  people 
been  more  careful  than  himfelf,  he 
would  not  have  had  it  even  mended. 

When  he  left  London,  he  went 
on  horfeback  to  his  country  feats, 
with  his  couple  of  hard  eggs,  and 
without  once  flopping  upon  the  road 
at  any  houfe.  He  always  took  the 
moll  unfrequented  road— but  Mar- 
cham  was  the  feat  he  now  chiefly 
vifited ;  which  had  fome  reafon  ti 
be  flattered  with  the  preference,  as 
his  journey  into  Suffolk  coft  him 
only  two  pence  halfpenny,  while  that 
into  Berkfhire  amounted  to  fosf* 
pence  f 

When  his  fon  was  in  the  goards» 
he  was  frequently  in  the*  habit  of 
dining  at  the  officers'  table  there. 
The  politenefs.  of  his  manners  ren* 
dered  him  agreeable  to  everyone, 
and  in  time  he  became  acquainted 
with  every  officer  in  the  corps; 
ajnongft  the  /eft,  with  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  Tempeft,  whole 
good- humour  was  almoft  proverbial. 
A  vacancy  happening  in  a  majorito* 
it  fell  to  this  gentleman  to  purchalc; 
but  as  money  is  not  always  to  be 
got  upon  landed  property  immedi- 
ately, it  was  imagined  fome  officer 
would  have  been  obliged  to  por* 
chafe  over  his  head.  Old  Mr* 
Elwes  heard  of  the  circumdancei 
and  fent  him  the  money  next  mor- 
ning. He  afked  no  fecurity— he 
had  feen  Captain  Tempeft,  and 
liked  his  manners;  and  he  never 
once  afterwards  talked  to  him  about 

A* 


J 


.1 


CHARACTERS.  '  ."'  ./.  *J 

• 

the  payment  of  it.     On  the  death  ed,    "  He  mould  never  fee  them 

of  Captain  Temped,    which  hap-'  again V*  Game  in  the  laft  (late  of 

pened  fhortly  after,  the  money  was  putrefaction,  and  meat  that  talked 

replaced.     That  Mr.  Elwes  was  no  about  his  plate,  would  he  continue 

lofer  b/  the  event,  does  not  take  to  eat,  rather  than  have  new  things 

away  from  the  merit  of  the  deed;  killed  before  the  old  provifion  was 

and  it  ilands  amongft  thofe  Angular  finifhe  J. 

records  of  his  character,  that  reafon  With  this  diet — the  chamel-houfe 
has  to  reconcile  or  philofophy  to  of  fufenance— his  drefs  kept  pace- 
account  for,  that  the  fame  man,  at  equally  in  the  laft  ftage  of  abfolute 
one  and  the  fame  moment,  could  diffolution.  Sometimes  he  would 
be  prodigal  of  thoufands,  and  yet  walk  about  in  a  tattered  brown- 
almoft  deny  to  himfelf  the  necefjaries  coloured  hat :  and  fometimes  in  a 
of  life!                  •  fed  and  white  woollen  cap,  like  a 

As  no  gleam  of  favourite  paflion,  prifoner  confined  for  debt, 

or  any  ray   of  amufenient,  broke  When  any  frien  's,   who  might 

through  this  gloom  of  penury,   his  occaiionally  be  with  him,  were  ab- 

infatiable  defire  of  faving  was  now  fent,    he  would  carefuily  put  out 

become  uniform  and  fyftematic.  He  his  own  fire,  and  walk  to  the  houfe' 

ufed  (till  to  ride  about  the  country  of  a  neighbour;  and  thus  make  one 

on  one  of  thefe  mares — but  then  he  fire  ferve  both.     In  fhort,  whatever 

rode  her  very  economically ;    on  Cervantes  or  Moliere  have  pictured, 

the  foft   turf  adjoining   the  road,  in '  their  molt   fportive  moods,    of 

without  putting  himfelf  to  the  ex-  avarice  in  the  extreme*   here  might 

pence   of   fhoes — as   he   obferved,  they   have    feen    realized   or   fur- 

w  The  turf  was  fo  pleafant  to  a  pafled ! 

horfe's  foot!"  And  when  any  gen-  Kis  (hoes  he  never  would  fuffer 
tleman  called  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  to  be  cleaned,  left  they  mould  be 
and  the  boy  who  attended  in  the  worn  out  the  foontr. 
tables  was  profufe  enough  to  put  a  The  fcene  of  mortification,  at 
little  hay  before  his  horfc,  old  Elwes  which  Mr.  Elwes  was  now  arrived, 
would  (lily  Ileal  back  into  the  ftable,  was  all  but  a  denial  of  the  common  ne- 
and"  take  the  hay  very  carefully  ceiTariesof  life:  and  indeed  it  might 
away.  have  admitted  a  doubt^  whether  or 
'  That  very  ftrong  appetite  which  not,  if  his  manors,  his  filh-ponds, 
Mr.  Elwes  had  in  ibmc  meafure  re-  and  %  fome  grounds,  in  his  own 
drained  during  the  long  fitting  of  hands,  had  not  furnimed  a  fubfift- 
parliament,  he  now  indulged  moft  ence,  where  he  had  not  any  thing 
voracioufly,  and  on  every  thing  he  aSlually  to  buy,  he  would  not,  rather 
could  find.  To  fave,  as  he  thought,  than  have  bought  any  thing,  have 
the  expence  of  going  to  a  butcher,  ftarved ;— ftrange  as  this  may  ap- 
he  would  have  a  whole  (heep  killed,  pear,  it  is  not  exaggerated. — He, 
and  fo  eat  mutton  to  the— end  of  one  day,  during  this  period,  dined 
the  chapter.  When  he  occafionally  upon  the  remaining  part  of  a  moor- 
had  his  river  drawn,  though  fome-  hen,  which  had  been  brought  out 
times  horfe-loads  of  fmall  fifh  were  of  the  river  by  a  rat !  and  at  an- 
taken,  not  one  would  he  fuffer  to  other,  eat  an  undigefled  part  of  a 
be  thrown  in  again,  for  he  obferv-  pike,    which  the  larger  one  had 
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fwallowed,  bat  had  not  fcnimed, 
and  which  were  taken  in  this  ftate 
in  a  net !  At  the  time  this  lad  cir- 
cumftance  happened,  he  discovered 
a  ftrange  kind  of  fatisfi&ion,  for 
he  faid  to  me— «  Aye !  this  was 
killing  two  birds  with  one  ftone  !" 
In  the  room  of  all  comment— of  all 
moral — let  me  fay,  that  at  this  time, 
Mr.  Elwes  was  perhaps  worth  near- 
ly eight  hundred  thou/and  pounds ! 
and,  at  this  period,  he  had  not 
made  his  will,  of  courfe,  was  not 
faving  from  any  fentiment  of  affec- 
tion for  any  perfon. 

As,  in  the  day,  he  would  now 
allow  himfelf  no  fire,  he  went  to 
bed  as  foon  as  day  clofed,  to  fave 
candle ;  and  had  began  to  deny 
himfelf  even  the  pleafure  of  fleep- 
ing  in  Jbeets.  In  ihort,  he  had  now 
nearly  brought  to  a  climax  the 
moral  of  his  whole  life— the  perfeS 
vanity  of  wealth. 

On  removing  from  Stoke,  he 
went  to  his  farm-houfe  at  Thaydon 
Hall ;  a  fcene  of  more  ruin  and  de- 
flation, if  poffible,  than  either  his 
houfes  in  Suffolk  or  Berklhire.  It 
Hood  alone,  on  the  borders  of  Ep- 
pingrPoreft ;  and  an  old  man  and 
woman,  his  tenants,  were  the  only 
perfons  with  whom  he  could  hold 
any  converfe.  Here  he  fell  ill; 
and,  as  he  would  have  no  affiftance, 
and  had  not  even  a  fervant,  he  lay, 
unattended  and  almoft  forgotten, 
for  nearly  a  fortnight — indulging, 
even  in  death,  that  avarice  which 
malady  could  not  fubdue.  It  was. 
at  this  period  he  began  to  think  of 
making  his  will. 

The  property  difpofed  of  to  two 
natural  children,  may  amount,  per* 
haps,  to  fi<ve  hundred  thoujand pounds  t 
The  entailed  efiates  fall  to  Mr, 
Timms,  fon  of  the  late  Richard 
Timms,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
&Cpad  Troop  of  Horfe  Guards, 
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The  clojfe  of  Mr.  Rlwes's  lift 
was  ftUl  refervedfor  one-fingalarity 
more,  and  which  will  not  he  held 
lefs  fingular  than  all  that  has  palled 
before  it,  when  his  difpofition  and 
his  advanced  age  are  confidered. 
He  gave  away  his  affections :  lie 
conceived  the  tender  pafficn.—h, 
plain  terms,  having  been  accuilom- 
ed  for  fome  time  to  pafs  his  hoars, 
out  of  ceconomy,  with  the  two  maid 
fervants  in  the  kitchen— one  of  them 
had  the  art  to  induce  him  to  fall  in 
love  with  her;  and  it  is  matter  of 
doubt,  had  it  not  been  difcovered, 
whether  (he  would  not  have  had  the 
power  over  him  to  have  made  him 
marry  her. 

But  good  fortune,-  and  the  atten- 
tion othis  friends,  faved  him  from 
this  lad  aft— in  which,  perhaps* 
the  pitiable  infirmity  of  natvn% 
weakened  and  worn  down  by  age 
and  perpetual  anxiety,  is  in  fome 
meafure  to  be  called  to  account 

Mr.  George  Elwes  having  nw 
fettled  at  his  feat  at  Marcham,  in 
Berklhire,  he  was  naturally  defirons, 
that  in  the  affiduities  of  his  wife, 
his  father  might  at  length  find  a 
comfortable  home.  In  London  he 
was  certainly  moft  uncomfortable: 
but  flill,  with  thefe  temptations 
before  and  behind  him,  a  journey* 
with  any  expence  annexed  to  lU 
was  infurmountable.  This,  how-' 
ever,  was  luckily  obviated  by  ai 
offer  from  Mr.  Partis,  a  gentlemai 
in  the  law,  to  take  him  to  his  an- 
cient feat  in  Berklhire,  with  ha 
purfe  perfectly  whole — a  circum- 
ftance  fo  pleating,  that  the  general 
intelligence  which  renders  this  gen- 
tleman fo  entertaining,  was  not  ade- 
quate to  it  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Elwes.  But  there  was  one  circom- 
ftance  flill  very  diflreffing— theold 
gentleman  had  now  ner.rly  worn  oat 
his  lafl  coat,  and  he  would  not  bay 
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i  new  one ;  his  (on,  therefore,  with 
a  pious  fraud  that  did  im  honour, 
contrived  to  get  Mr.  Partis  to  buy 
him  a  coat,  and  make  him  a  pre  lent 
of  it.  T.l as,  f  jrmerly  having  had 
a  good  coat,  then  a  bad  one,  and, 
at  lad,  no  coat  at  all  —he  was  kind 
enough  to  accept  one  from  a  neigh- 
bour. 

Mr.  Elwes  carried  with  him  into 
Berkshire  f*ve  guineas  and  an  half, 
&nd  half  a  crown.     Led  the  mention 
of  tnis  fura  may  appear  fingular,  it 
ihould  be  faid,  that  previous  to  his 
journey,  he  had  carefully  wrapped 
it  up  in  various  folds  of  paper,  that 
no  part  of  it  might  be  loft.     On 
the  arrival  of  the  old  gentleman,  Mr. 
George  Elwes  and  his  wife,  wiiofe 
good  temper  might  well  be  expected 
to  charm  away  the  irritations  of  ava- 
rice and  age,  did  every  thing  they 
could  to  make  the  country  ^a  fcene 
of  quiet  to  him.     But  "  he  had  that 
within"  which  baffled  every  effort 
of  this  kind.     Of  his  heart  it  might 
be  faid,   "  there  was  no  peace  in 
Ifrael."     His  mind,  call  away  upon 
the  vaft  and  troubled  ocean  of  \\ii 
property,    extending    beyond    the 
bounds  of  his  calculation,   returned 
to  amufe  itfelf  witn  fetching   and 
carrying  about  afeiv  guineas,  which 
in  that  ocean,   was  indeed  a  drop. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  more  im- 
mediate decay,  was  his  inability  to 
enjoy  his  reit  at  night.  Frequently 
would  he  be  heard  at  midnight  as 
if  ltruggling  with  fome  one  in  his 
chamber,  and  crying  out,  "  I  will 
keep  my  money,  I  will;  nobody 
fhall  rob  me  of  my  property  !"  On 
any  one  of  the  family  going  into 
his  room,  he  would  dart  from  this 
fever  of  anxiety,  and,  as  if  waking 
from  a  troubled vdream,  again  hurry 
into  bed,  and  feem  uaconjeious  of 
what  had  happened.- 


At  other  times,  when  perfectly 
awake,  he  would  walk  to  the  fpot 
where  he  had  hidden  his  money,  to 
fee  if  it  was  fafe.  One  night,  while 
in  his  waking  ftate,  he  mifled  his 
treafure  —  that  great  fum  oT  /for 
guineas  and  an  half,  and  half  a 
a  own!"  That  great  fum  which  he 
carried  down  into  Berkfhire  .as  his 
laft,  deareft  pleafure !  That  great 
fum,  which  at  times  folaced  and 
diftracled  the  kft  moments  of  a 
man,  whofe  property,  nearly  reach- 
ing to  a  mil/ion,  extended  itfelf  al- 
mod  through  every  county  in  England! 
The  circumftances  of  the  loft 
were  thefe  :— 

Mr.  Partis,  who  was  then  with 
him  in  Berkfhire,  was  waked  one 
morning  about  two  o'clock  by  the 
ndife  of  a  naked  foot,    feemingly 
walking  about  his  bed-chamber  with 
great  ciution.     Somewhat  alarmed 
at  the  circumftance,    he  naturally 
aflced,  "  Who  is  there  ?"  on  which 
a  perfon  coming ,  up  towards  the 
bed,  faid  with  great  civility—"  Sir/ 
my  name  is  Elwes;    I  have  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  fee  robbed  in 
this  houfe,  uhich  I  believe  is  rqinc, 
of  all    the  money  I   have   in  the 
vv^rld— of  five  guineas  and  an  half* 
and  half  a  crown  /"— "  Dear  Sir," 
replied  Mr.  Partis,    if  I  hope  you 
are  miftaken ;  do  not  make  yourfelf 
uneafy,"— "  O  i  no,  no  ;"  rejoined 
the  old  gentleman  ;    "  it's  all  true  a 
and  really,  Mr.  Partis,  *ith  fuch  a 
fum— I  fhould  have  liked  to  have 
feen  the  end  of  it." 

This  unfortunate  fum  was  found 
a  few  days  after  in  a  corner  behind 
the  window-mutter. 

On  the  1 8th  day  of  November 
1789,  Mr.  Elwes  difcovered  iigns 
of  that  utter  and  total  weaknefs, 
which  in  eight  days  carried  him  to 
bis  grave.    On  the  evening  of  the 
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firft  day  he  was  conveyed  to  bed— 
from  which  he  rofe  no  more.  His 
appetite  was  gone — he  had  but  a 
faint  recolle&ion  of  any  thing  about 
him ;  and  his  laft  coherent  words 
were  addrefled  to  his  fon,  Mr. 
John  Elwes,  in  hoping  "  he  had 
left  him  what  he  v/imed."  On  the 
morning  of  the  26th  of  No\*embcr, 
lie  expired  without  a  figh  !— -with 
the  eafe  with  which  an  infant  goes 
to  fleep  on  the  bread  of  its  mother, 
worn  out  with  "  the  rattles  and  the 
toys"  of  a  long  day. 


Anrc  dotes  r el  at  I've  to  tkz  Englilh 
Nation  ;  from  D'Archenhoiz's 
PiSlure  of  England. 

THE  national  pride  of  the 
Enplifli  is  a  natural  confe- 
ipence  of  a  political  conititution, 
by  which  every  citizen  is  exempted 
from  any  other  dependence  than 
that  impofed  by  the  laws. 

This  pride  is  carried  among  them 
to  a  great  length.  Indeed,  how  is 
it  poflible  to  know  and  to  feel  all 
the  merit  of  fuch  a  fyitem  of  li- 
berty, without  attaching  an  uncom- 
mon value  to  it  ?  This  lame  fenti- 
raent,  with  which  we  fo  violently 
reproach  the  Englilh  of  the  prefent 
times,  has  always  been  felt  by  the 
moil  enlightened  nations  in  the 
world. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  carried 
it  fhll  farther.  This  laudable  pride, 
which  with  them  was  united  to  a 
lively  and  fervid  patriotifm,  occa- 
fioned  thofe  heroic  actions  which 
will  for  ever  be  engraved  in  the  re- 
cords of  immortalitv.  If  the  mo- 
deru  hiilory  of  England  be  equally 
filled'  with  glorious  atchievements, 
it  is  to  a  love  of  their  country  that 
all  tliis  ought  to  bj  aiciibed  ;  a  love 


which,  carried  t )  the  extreme,  as  it 
has  been,  by  ho  -  haughty  inland- 
ers, cannot  be  conceived  without  a , 
certain  degree  of  contempt  for  thofe 
nations  who  do  not  poffefs  fimilar 
fenfations. 

This  fault,  if  it  is  one,  is  Ail! 
more  common  amoneft  the  Spaniards 
than  them ;  but  being  founded  on 
no  folid  grounds,  it  has  become 
very  juftly  a  fubjeel:  of  ridicule. 
The  Englifh  themfelves  are  hated  §n 
this  account,  although  their  veijr 
enemies,  at  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts,  pay  tribute  to  their  extraor- 
dinary merit.— Envy  will  gliie  into 
nations,  as  well  as  individuals. 

There  are,  perhaps,  no  people  in 
Europe  who  pofiefs  fo  much  natural 
pride  as  the  French :  it  will  be  eafy, 
with  a  little  penetration,  to  recon- 
cile this  with  that  urbanity  and 
thofe  polite  manners  for  which  they 
are  fo  diftinguifhed.  It  is  under 
this  mafk  that  the  fly  Frenchman 
conceals  thofe  marks  of  envy  with 
which  he  views  his  Englifh  neigh- 
bours. 

It  was  this  offensive  pride  of  the 
Englifh  that  fo  many  nations  drove 
to  humble  during  the"  American 
war.  Many  even  of  the  dates  of 
Germany,  among  whom  the  fpirit 
of  imitation  exercifes  fuch  a  defpotic 
rule;  that  they  neither  think,  live, 
nor  exift  but  after  the  French,  were 
animated  with  the  fame  defire. 
They  carried  their  madnefs  fo  fa* 
as  to  forget  the  blood  and  the  trea- 
fures,  which  that  nation,  in  the  pre- 
fent century,  has  -facriHced  for  the 
advantage  andrepofe  of  their  coun- 
try. They  even  wifhed,  without 
knowing  why,  to  fee  the  fourceof 
ner  grentnefs  dried  up. 

It  ou<rht,  however,  to  be  remark- 

•     .  e 

ed,  that  the  principal  members  or 

the  empire,  guided  by  amorefoon<| 
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ind  judicious  policy,  trembled  for 
England ;  even  Switzerland,  which 
was  neither  connected  with  her  by 
politics  nor  commerce,  offered  up 
continual  vows  for  her  preferva- 
tion. 

A  traveller,  more  efpecially  if  he 
paffes  immediately  from  France 
into  Great  Britain,  in  looking  for 
that  politenefs  at  once  fo  fplendid 
and  fo  trifling,  which  he  has  been 
nfed  to,  will  not  fail  to  imagine  the 
Englifh  rude  and  uncultivated ;  and 
this  merely  becaufe  he  does  not  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  fearch  beyond 
the  furface  of  their  character. 

Grofley,  a  member  of  the  French 
academy,  recounts,  with  fome  hu- 
mour, in  one  of  his  letters^  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  happened  to  him. 
He  had  gone  to  England,  preju- 
diced with  the  idea,  that  he  was 
about  to  vifit  the  moil  unpolifhed  na- 
tion in  Europe.  A  few  days  after 
his  arrival  he  went  to  the  theatre. 
The  pit  was  very  crowded ;  and 
being  there  alone,  and  exceedingly 
inquisitive,  he  began  to  recoiled!  the 
little  Englifh  of  which  he  was  maf- 
ter,  and  put  feveral  queitions  to  the 
pcrfon  next  him.  His  neighbour, 
who  did  not  underfland  a  word  of 
the  jargon  which  he  uttered,  rifes 
precipitately,  turns  his  back  to  him, 
and  departs.  Grofley  was  but  lit- 
tle furprifed  at  this  conduct,  fo  ex* 
tremely  ungenteel  in  appearance, 
and  which,  for  fome  moments,  only 
ferved  to  confirm  him  in  his  former 
opinion  :  but  he  was  foon  put  to  the 
blufh  when  he  faw  the  Englifhman 
return.  This  good-natured  man 
had  perceived,  at  the  other  end  of 
the  pit,  one  of  his  friends  who 
fpoke  French  ;  and  having  pierced 
fte  crowd  which  feparated  them,  he 
returned  with  much  difficulty,  lead- 
ing h}m  in  his  hand,— I  afk,  whe« 


t;her  this  is  true  politenefs  Or  not? 
A  Frenchman,  by  paying  him  a 
handfomc  compliment,  would  have 
imagined  that  he  had  done  enough  ; 
the  Englifhman,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  that  he  ought  to  do  more, 
and  he  accordingly  did  it.'  If  it  it 
then  in  actions,  and  not  in  Simple 
words,  that  real  urbanity  conSifts, 
one  is  obliged  to  confefs  that  the 
Englifh  are  the  moft  polifhcd  nation 
in  Europe. 

The  principle  of  fuch  actions  it 
there  alfo  more  pure,  becaufe  a 
beggar  has  no  occafion  to  humble 
himfelf  before  the  moft  wealthy, 
and  a  citizen  in  eafy  circumllance* 
knows  no  bounds  to  his  independ- 
ence. 

Tbe  moral  character  of  the  Eng- 
lifh has  indeed  degenerated,  bjt, 
notwithstanding  this,  it  is  ftill  esti- 
mable ;  for  it  is  not  from  its  parlia- 
ments, its  oriental  depredators,  an4 
the  crews  of  its  privateers,  who 
all  aim  at  a  certain  end,  that  we 
ought  to  judge  of  the  nation.  Many 
members  of  parliament  afpire  at 
eminent  Situations,  and  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  corrupted ;  fo  alfo  do 
the  adventurers  who  leave  Europe 
with  an  intention  to  plunder  ASia ; 
and  it  is  the  very  nature  of  pirates 
to  rob  and  flaughter. 

Is  it  from  the  refufe  of  a  com- 
munity 'that  we  are  to  imbibe  our 
opinions  of  the  moral  character  of  a 
people ;  or  from  a  multitude  of  god- 
like actions,  which  are  performed 
every  day,  by  thoufands  in  this 
ifland  ? 

An  extraordinary  evert,  which 
occurred  a  few  years  fi ncc,  will  (erve 
to  elucidate  the  iv.bie  and  generous 
manner  of  thinking  among  the  Eng- 
lifh. The  emigrations  from  the* 
empire,  of  which  iuch  fad  complaints 
are  made,  even   at  this  day,   and 
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tyhich  are  founded  on  reafons  partly 
juft,  and  partly  imaginary,  gave  an 
opportunity  to  a  German  gentleman 
to  form  a  very  iingular  fcheme. 

The  name  of  this  prqje&or,  and 
his  intentions,  are  itill  unknown; 
the  arts  alfo  which'  he  praltifed  to 
put  in  execution  fuch  a  well-con- 
certed plan,  are  equally  obfeure  :  it 
is,  however,  certain  that  a  common 
genius  duril  never  imagine,  far  leis 
be  able  to  put  in  execution,  an  en- 
terprife  of  this  nature.  In  the  year 
1705,  he  went  to  England  at  the 
head  of  Soo  adventurers,  confiiling 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  whom 
he  had  collected  in  the  Palatinate, 
Franconia,  and  Suabia,  by  promis- 
ing them  that  they  would  be  much 
more  happy  in  the  Englifh  colonies. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  port  of 
London,  this  fingular  man  difap- 
peared,  and  has  never  iince  been 
heard  of. 

At  oncemiferable  and  difappoint- 
ed,  thefe  unfortunate  wretches,  nei- 
ther knowing  the  language,  nor  be- 
ing  acquainted  with  any  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  with  only  a  few  rags 
to  cover  them,  were  entirely  bewil- 
dered in  that  exteniivc  capital. 
Without  an  afylum,  without  even 
bread  for  their  children,  who  afked 
for  it  with  the  moft  piercing  cries, 
they  knew  not  to  whom  they  could 
addrefs  themfelves. 

In  hopes  of  a  lefs  cruel  deftiny, 
they  lay  down  in  the  open  air,  in 
the  midil  of  thofe  itreets  neareft  to 
the  wharf  where  theyliad  been  land- 
ed. In  every  other  city,  even  in 
Paris  itfelf,  the  unexpected  arrival 
of  a  colony  of  eight  hundred  per- 
sons, would  have  been  talked  of 
itvery  where,  and  proper  meaiures 
taken  accordingly..;  but  the  landing 
of  l'uch  a  numerous  body  was  for  a 
long  time   unknown   in  .JLondon. 


The  inhabitants,  indeed,  of  that 
part  of  the  town,  and  alfo  the  paf- 
fengers,  were  greatly  aftoniihod  at 
the  appearance  of  this  finpilar 
groupe,  who  bewailed  their  misfor- 
tunes  in  an  unknown  language ;  bat 
not  being  able  to  difcover  the  caufe, 
they  gave  themfelves  but  little  con* 
cern  on  the  fubjed. 

Two  days  pafled  in  this  manner! 
and  thefe  poor  people  remained  ex* 
pofed  to  the.  inclemency  of  the  ele- 
ments, and  the  cravings  of  hunger. 
Some  died  for  want,  on  the  &ti 
day.  Their  mifery  was  now  at  the 
extreme,  for  their  arrival  was  un- 
known any  where  elfe  than  in  this 
little  corner  of  the  fuburbs :  not  a 
fmgle  word  of  it  had  tranfpired  ei- 
ther in  the  city  or  Weftminfter. 

The  inhabitants  in  the  neighbour- 
hood were  not,  however,  unfeeling 
fpedators  of  fo  many  calamities: 
they  aided  them  as  far  as  they  wers 
able;  but  what  are  the  feeble fac* 
cours  of  poverty  at  fuch  a  crififJ 
The  bakers  were  accuftomed  tofend 
their  fervants  every  morning  loaded 
with  bafkets  of  bread,  which  the/ 
diftributed  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  their  makers.  One  of  theft 
happening  to  pafs  near  the  place" 
where  thefe  emigrants  were  encamp- 
ed, heard  that  they  had  beenfe- 
veral  hours  without  any  fubfiHence, 
"  If  it  is  fo,"  fays  he,  at  the  fame 
time  placing  his  pannier  in  the  midft 
of  them,  "  our  cuftomers  mufthave 
"  patience  to-day  j  were  my  natter 
"  to  lofe  them  all,  he  would,  not  be 
«  angry.  I  will,"  added  he, "  aid 
"  thefe  poor  creatures,  if  I  pay  for 
<€  it  out  of  my  own  wages."«~I 
truft  that  the  behaviour  of  this  man 
does  not  need  a  commentary. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Wafchel,  * 
clergyman  of  the  German  church* 
who  lived  niar  to  them,  at  laft  re* 
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fiived  to    ardvertlfe  this    lingular  read  the  lift  of  thofe  benefactors  to 

event  in  the  newspapers.    In  a  let-  my  countrymen,  and  have  counted 

ter  which  he  infer  ted,  and   which  more  than  twenty  who  gave  a-  hun- 

was  figned  with  his  own  name*  he  dred  pounds-  each,  and  fome  even 

particularizes,  in  a   mod  affeding  more.    Hie  fan*  total  is  unknown 

detail,  the  mifery  of  his  country-  to  me ;  it  was,  however,  fufficient 

men,  and  implores  in  their  behalf  to  entertain  this  numerous  body  of 

the  generous  com paffion  of  the  Eng-  people,    during    five    months,   in 

lifh,  on  which  thefe  wretches  had  London;  at  the  end  of  that  period 

ib  much  relied  when  they  left  their  they  were  carried  to  Carolina,  in 

native  country.    The  ©feci  of  this  veffels-  hired  for  the  purpofe,  and 

was  incredible  and  beyond  expe&a-  provided  with   proper  neceflaries* 

tion.  rl  hey  had  a  very  excellent  paflage 

The  morning  papers  are  gene-  to  America,  and  received,  at  the 

rally  printed  at  eight  o'clock ;  by  inftant  of  their  arrival,  not  only 

nine  a  man  arrives  on  horfeback  evcr^  thing  neceflary  for  their  efta- 

from  one  of  the  moft  diilant  parts,  blifhment,   but  alfo  the  remainder 

of  Weftminfier,  and  brings  to  Mr.  of  the  money  which  had  been  col- 

Wafchel  a  bank  note  for  i  oo !.  fter-  k&ed  for  them, 

ling.    The  meflenger  would     not  It  may   be 'imagined  that  the 

mention   the  donor,  but  it  was  af-  Germans,  fettled  in  London,  (hew* 

terward*  found  to  be  the  old  coun-  ed  themfeivej  equally  generous  to* 

tefs  of  Cheiter field,  who  performed  ward?  their  countrymen  as  the  Eng- 

(b  charitable  an  a&on.  bfh.— Not  only  thofe  in  eafy  cir- 

This  might  be  called  the  earnefk  cumftances,  but  even  opulent  peo* 

•f  the  whole  nation.    It  teemed  to-  pie,  to  whom  the  nation  had  con* 

nifi  bank  notes  and  guineas  upon  ftded  the  care  of  thefe  unfortunate 

rhe    good    prlefh      Co&ee-houfe*  wretches,  received  money  for  their 

were  opened  for  fobferiptsons,  at-  fervices  out  of  the  fund  arifing  from 

tendanu  were  appointed  Co  fupply  the  fubfcriptions,  and  charged  at 

them  with  necefiaries*  as  they  them-  the  higheft  rate  1 

fclves  were  not  able  to  buy  them ;  a   The  prifons  for  confining  debtors 

phyficiafts  and    apothecaries  were  in  England,  are  fuch  as  might  be 

affigned,  and  mlrfes  and  interpreters  expected  in  a  nation  which  regards 

appointed  to  them :  in  a  word,  the  the  powerful  and  (acred  rights  of 

wants  of  this  deferted  band  were  fa-  humanity. 

tisfied,  their  forlorn  fituation  re-  As  it  is  extremely  eafy  to  con* 

moved,    and    they  themfelves   in*  trad  debts  in  England,   it   rriuft 

fpired  with  the  fweet  hope  of  better  therefore  neceflarily   follow,  that 

profpe&s  before  the  middle  of  that  the  gaols  are  always  full  of  pii* 

very  day.                                          •  foners.     The  pooreif.  people,  pro- 

In  the  mean  time  the  fubferip-  vided  they  are  not  common  beg^ 

tions  continued  open,    and   there  gars,  labour  with  the  utruoft  aflida- 

never,  perhaps,  was  fuch  a  general  ity  to  hire  a  fmall  tenement,  ar*d 

contribution.    There  were  but  few  become  houfekeeptrs,  becaufe,  befides 

.rich  people,  of  a  certain  rank,  in  the  convenience  reiuhing  from  it, 

all  the  kingdom,  who  did  not  siflift  there  are  certain  privileges  annexed 

•a  this  ooaaaep*    I  myfelfbave  to  iuch  a*  fitaatjon.   In  coafequefice 

of 
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of  this,  they  prefer  the  moft  mife- 
rabie  cottage  hired  in  their  own 
name,  to  more  convenient  apart- 
ments in  another  houfe. 

From  this  proceeds  the  great 
number  of  houfes  in  London,  which, 
on  this  very  account,  are  as  five  to 
three  in  proportion  to  thofe  of 
Paris,  where  all  the  inhabitants  live 
neaped  upon  one  another. 

The  national  character  is  difco- 
vered  in  this  very  circumftance. 
It  often  happens,  that  a  man  has 
nothing  in  his  little  houfe,  but  a 
bed,  a  table,  and  fome  chairs ;  and 
yet,  in  quality  of  a  bou/ekeeper,  he 
procures  a  certain  degree  of  credit, 
and  no  one  makes  any  difficulty  in 
trufting  him.  The  butchers,  the 
bakers,  the  taylors,  the  fhoe -makers, 
&c.  &c.  furniftl  him  with  whatever 
he  may  ftand  in  need  of,  without 
requiring  ready  money ;  people  in 
good  circumftances  generally  make 
them  wait  till  Chriftmas  :  a  fhorter 
time  is  however  fixed  for  the  poor ; 
and  whenever  the  debt  amounts  to 
the  fum  of*  forty  (hillings,  the 
creditor  has  a  right  to  arreft  the 
debtor.       .    . 

Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  this- 
He  goes  to  the  meriffs,  office,  where 
there  is  generally  no  other  perfon 
than  a  clerk;  he  informs  him  of 
Ms  bufmefs,  and  afks  .for  a  writ. 
The  clerk,   whofe   duty  it   is   to. 
diftribute  thefe  writs  without  mak- 
ing any  inquiry,  receives  his   fee, 
after  having   rirft  made   him  kifs 
the  bible,  the  ufual  manner  of  tak- 
ing an  oath  in  England; 

The  bailiffs,  of  whom  I  made 
mention  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
are  afterwards  employed,  in  virtue 
of  their  office,  to  arreft  the  debtor. 
The  people  deteft  thefe  men ;  and! 

*  By  a  late  a&,  no  one  can  be  arretted 

*  .» 
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it  is  very  natural,  for  they  lead  a  lazy 
life,  and  inhabit  good  houfes,  which 
ferve  as  temporary  prifons.  The 
creditor  carries  the  writ  to  one  of 
thefe,  and  gives  him  inftruclions. 
The  bailiff  conveys  the  prifoner  to 
his  houfe,  where  he  remains  for 
twenty -four  hours:  during  this  time, 
he  makes  ufe  of  every  art,  either  to 
fettle  the  matter,  or  procure  bail. 
If  an  accommodation  does  not  take 
place  in  that  time,  the  officer  con- 
duces him  to  prifon :  a  fee  however, 
properly  applied,  will  often  procure 
an  indulgence  for  feveraldays. 

As  there  are  two  prifons,  called 
the  King's  Bench  and  the  Fleet, 
which  are  peculiar  to  England,  and 
have  nothing  fimilar  to  them  in 
Europe,  they  ufually  make  choice 
of  one  of  thefe.  The"  latter  i* 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  city; 
the  other  in  St.  George's  Fields. 
No  traveller  that  I  am  acquainted, 
with,  has  ever  given  a  particular 
account  of  thefe  iingular  and  un- 
common gaols.  They  never,  in- 
deed, have  been  mentioned  among 
us  but  in  fome  Englifh  romances, 
which  are  very  juftly  rejected  as  fo 
many  ficlions  and  improbabilities. 
So  true  it  is,  that  we  have  only  a 
few  vague  ideas  of  a  nation  con- 
cerning which  we  never  ceafe  to. 
fpeak ;  which  we  endeavour  to 
imitate  in  almoft  every  thing,  and' 
which  is  fo  very  near  to  qs^ 
-  It  may  be  faid,  that  thefe  prifons 
are  two  republics  exifting  in  the 
bofom  of  the  metropolis,  and  en- 
tirely independent  of  it.  The  fix- 
ation and  the  largenefs  of  the  firft 
render  it  more  commodious  than 
the  other.  Its  boundaries  are 
marked  by  a  wall,  which  contain* 
a    prodigious   extent    of   ground* 

■  # 

for  any  debt  .below,  the  fum  p^ten^povn^ 

"  .  Within 
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Within  its  circumference  a  great 
Dumber  of  houfes  are  built  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  prifoners ;  a 
garden  where  they  may  walk,  a 
place  where  they  may  play  at  fives, 
public -houfes  where  beer  and  wine 
are  fold*  a  coffee-  houie,  {hops,  &c. 
&c. 

All  the   mechanics   who  follow 
trades  which  do  not  require  much 
room    nor    long   preparation,   are 
allowed  here  to  exercife  their  re- 
fpettive    avocations,    which    they 
denote  by  iigns  at  their  doors  and 
windows.     You  may  find  taylors, 
ihoe-makers,  wig-makers,  &c.  &c. 
who  not  only  work  for  the  other 
prifoners,   but  alfo   for  their  cuf- 
tomers  elfewhere,  who  ftill  continue 
to  employ  them.     They  generally 
make  their  families  flay  with  them, 
and  live  very  comfortably.     Thofe 
who  are  at   liberty  fometimes  fur. 
pafs  in  number  thofe  who  are  con- 
fined, and  the  whole  often  amounts 
to  two  or  three  thoufand.     There 
is  no  guard  but -at  the  entrance ; 
the  greateft  liberty  reigns  within; 
neither  bars,  nor  bolts,  nor  irons, 
nor  gaoler  are   to   be   perceived; 
nothing,  in  one  word,  to  denote  a 
prifon. 

As  their  doors  are  never  locked 
up,  the  inhabitants  may  divert 
themfelves  for  whole  nights  toge- 
ther :  they  have  even  been  known 
,  to  give  balls  and  concerts.  The 
1  free-mafons  have  a  lodge  here.-  It 
was  in  the  king's  bench  that  Wilkes 
was,  in  the  year  1769,  received  as 
a  member  of  that  fociety. 

The  gates  are  open  from  feven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  nine  at 
night.  Any  perfon  impelled  either 
by  curiofity  or  bufinefs,  may  go 
and  come  during  thofe  hours,  with- 
out being  afked  any  queltions. 
During  Wilkes's  imprifonment,  the 


avenues  were  continually  choaked 
up  by  the  number  of  carriages  that 
were  bringing  vifitors  to  him. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  per- 
fons  afraid  of  being  arrefted,  run 
to  this  place  as  to  an  afylum,  where 
they  remain  with  fome  of  the  pri- 
foners whom  they  are  acquainted 
with,  and  never  depart  till  they 
have  made  terms  with  their  cre- 
ditors, or  taken  fome  other  ne- 
celTary  fleps.  For,  according  to 
the  conlHtution  of  this  Angular 
commonwealth,  the  perfons  who  fly 
there  for  refuge,  cannot  in  any 
manner  be  mole  it ed  by  thofe  on  the 
outfide.  The  infide  is  a  fancluary, 
facred  to  liberty,  where  the  bailiff 
dares  not  penetrate.  He  never 
goes  further  than  the  lobby,  where 
he  depofits  his  prifoners.  Woe  to 
him  if  he  palTes  one  ftep  beyond 
it! 

In  this  prifon,  there  are  apart- 
ments which  would  not  difgrace  a 
.palace.  Thefe  are  generally  oc- 
cupied by  rich  people,  who  pay  for 
them  at  a  very  dear  rate :  for  no-, 
thing  is  more  common  than  to  fee 
perfons  who  poiTefs  coniiderabie 
fortunes  conducted  to  this  place, 
who  remain  there  as  long  as  they 
pleafe,  and  fet  out  whenever  they 
choofe  to  make  the  necefTary  ar- 
rangements with  their  creditors. 
During  their  confinement  they 
fquander  large  fums  of  money,  and 
give  a  great  deal  in  charity  to  their 
fellow -prifoners. 

One  may  here  fee  people  dreiTed 
in  the  molt  fa  ih  ion  able  clothes; 
aflemblies  <}f  ladies  and  gentlemen,  , 
apartments  elegantly  furnifhed,  and 
tables  delicately  ferved.  The  gen- 
teel and  polite  air  every  where 
vifible,  will  never  allow  any  one  to 
think  that  all  this  is  in  a  gaol. 
One  is  alxnoft  fore  of  meeting 

good 
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good  company  at  this  place,  as  it 
is  frequented  by  refpectable  per- 
fons,  who  have  loft  their  fortunes 
by  fome  unforeieen  accidents. 

It  was  here  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
.Home  wrote  his  excellent  book  on 
the  government  and  laws  of  .Eng- 
land ;  that  Wilkes  formed  the  plan 
-of  his  prefent  grandeur. 

The  unbecoming  aflembjage  of 
the  two  (exes,  is  one  of  the  grtateft 
abufes  of  this  prifon.  I  have  al- 
ready faid,  that  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  country,  the  hufband  is 
obliged  to  anf\Ver  for  the  debts  of 
Jus  wife,  (o-  that  it  is  he  only  that 
is  arretted.  One  does  not  *  there- 
fore meet  with  married  women 
here,  but  there  are  plenty  of  wi- 
dows and  unmarried  ladies.  Thefe 
,lail,  who  are  all  priefteffes  of  Ve- 
nas,  abound  in  great  plenty,  and 
fometimes  exceed  an  hundred;  One 
»  .of  thefe  muft  be  very  difagreeable, 
if  (he  does  not  find,  on  her  arrival, 
feveral  who  will  offer  to  fhare  their 
apartments  with  her,  and  even  their 
bids.  When  they  are  tired  of  each 
other  they  feparate,  and  make  a 
frefh  choice.  It  often  happens  that 
tjLiey  remain  with  their  lovers  after 
they  are  liberated ;  and  it  is  not  at 
all  uncommon  to  fee  them  forming 
connections  here,  which  are  only 
Aiflblved  by  death. 

The  voluptuous  life  which  they 
lead  in  this  gaol,  is  alfo  augmented 
by  the  continual  vifits  which  their 
lovers  make  them.  However,  not - 
yithftanding  the  debauchery  which 

feneraily  prevails,  it  very  rarely 
appens  that  it  is  attended  with 
*    confequences    puniihable    by    the 
laws. 

There  are  certain  diftrifts  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  king's  bench 
and  the  fleet,  called  rules  y  which 
&&>  a  circuit  of  two  Sngliih  miles. 


The  prifoner  may  not  only  fambfe 
but  even  live  uithin  thefe,  when* 
ever  he. can  find  i'ecurity  that  he 
will  not  efcape'.  It  is  remarked, 
that  no  nation  is  fo  credulous  as  the 
finglifh. 

There  are  a  great  many  agree- 
able gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  king's  bench,  where  tea  and 
coffee  are  fold,  and  which  in  an 
afternoon  are  full  of  prifoners. 

The  marfhal  has  upwards  of  three 
thoufand  a  year,  in  falary  and  per- 
quifites ;  for  this  he  has  very  little 
to  do,  as  he  never  troubles  himfelf 
about  the  interior  regulations :  he 
is  obliged,  however,  to  give  large 
fecurity,  as  he  becomes  liable  to 
the  debts  of  all  thofe  who  efcape. 
About  ten  years  fince,  four  pri- 
foners, whofe  debts  amounted  te 
1,500/.  fterling,  efcaped  by  means 
of  a'  hole  in  the  garden  wall.  Be- 
fore he-  paid  fo  much  money,  the 
marfhal  bethought  himfelf  of  a 
very  lingular  expedient.  He  gave 
notice  that  he  would  give  them 
fifty  per  cent,  of-the  fums  for  which 
they  had  been  confined,  provided 
they  would  furrender  themfelves. 
Three  o£  them  actually  acceded  to 
the  agreement/  received  the  ftipu- 
lated  payment,  and  returned  to 
their  former  habitation. 
.  Although  the  care  of  this  gaol  is 
entirely  confided  to  the  marfhal, 
yet  he  is  not  permitted  to  interfere 
in  its  internal  regulations,  and  is 
very  feldom  feen  .within  ks  walls. 
Every  prifoner,  whether  man  or 
woman,  is  a  member  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  participates  in  all 
its  privileges.  Tney  choofe  a  lord 
chief  juftice,  and  a  certain  number 
of  judges,  who  aflemble  once  a 
week,  and  decide  controverfies. 

In  this  court  they  terminate  afl 
quarrel's,  make,  laws  concerning  the 

police, 
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police,  hear  all  complaints,  and 
pronounce  final  judgment :  ii  a 
Word,  every  thing  is  equally  at- 
tended to  as"  in  a  well-governed 
community.  Every  one  has  a  right 
to  attend  and  plead  his  own  caufe. 
Thofe  who  are  not  able  to  exprefs 
themfelvesr  with  propriety  in  public, 
fuch  as  women,  for  example,  em- 
ploy others  to  relate  their  com* 
plaints,  or  defend  their  inter  efts. 

Of  all    the  remarkable  objects 

/    which  England  offers  to  the  eye  of 

a  foreigner,  nO  one  is  more  worthy 

of  his  admiration,  than  the  affoniih* 

ing  beauty  of  the  women.  . 

It  produces  fuch  a  furprifing 
effect,  that  every  ftranger  mull  ac- 
knowledge the  fuperiority  of  the 
Englifh  ladies  over  all  others.  The 
moil  exact  proportions,  an  elegant 
figure,  a  lovely  neck,  a  (kin  uncom- 
monly fine,  and  features  at  once 
regular  and  charming,  diftinguifh, 
them  in  an  eminent  degree.  Their 
private  virtues  alfo  render  them 
capable  of  enjoying  all  the  felicity 
of  the  marriage  ftate. 

The  pronenefs  of  the  whole  na- 
tion to  melancholy,  renders  the 
women  grave  and  ferious;  their 
minds  are  lefs  occupied  about  plea- 
fures,  than  in  folicitude  for  the 
happinefs  of  their  hufbands,  and 
the  management  of  their  domeftic 
concerns* '  Even  women  of  qualitjr 
fuckle  their  children;  they  think 
that  the  name  and  duties  of  a 
mother  have  nothing  in  them  which 
they  ought  to  bluih  at,  and  that  no 
ftation  on  earth  is  comparable  to 
the  pleafuves  of  maternal  tender- 
neTs,  and  the  agreeable  reflections 
which  refult  from  it. 

Notwithstanding  vice  is  often 
puflied  to  the  extreme  in  jthe  ca- 
pital, it  is  very  uncommon  to  fee  a 
.    Vol.  XXXII. 


married  worftan  become  profligate, 
and  give  way  to  infamous  plea- 
sures. To  this  there  is  always  an 
infurmountable  bar  in  her  love  for 
her  family,  the  carfc  of  her  hottfe- 
hold,  and  her  own  natural  gravity* 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is  not  a 
city  in  the  whole  world,  where  the 
honour  of  a  hufband  is  in  lefs  dan* 
ger  than  in  London*. 

It  is  to  this  ferious  and  melan- 
choly difpofition  that  we  ought  to 
attribute  the  attachment  of  the 
Englifh  catholics  to  the  cloiiter, 
and  which  has  induced  fo  many  of 
them  to  retire  to  France,  and  ftill 
more  to  Flanders.  They  have 
even  eftablifhed  a  fpecies  of  con- 
vents in  England,  for  thofe  who  do 
not  like  to  leave  their  native  coun- 
try. A  certain  number  of  ladie* 
live  there  in  common,  perform  di- 
vine fervice  together,  and  conform 
to  all  the  inflitutions  of  that  order 
to  which  their  bou/e  belongs.  Like 
other  nuns,  they  take  the  vows, 
and  their  drefs  is  always  plain  and 
modeft. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the 
prodigious  attachment  of  the  Eng- 
lifh to  politics.  This  paffion  is 
actually  among  them  an  induce- 
ment to  marriage.  A  hufband  who 
can  talk  of  nothing  but  public 
affairs,  is  always  fure  to  find  in  his 
wife  a  perfon  with  whom  he  may 
converfe  concerning  thofe  topics, 
which  interefl  him  moil.  He  has 
no  need  to  go  abroad,  to  Satisfy  his 
appetite  for  this  darling  fubject. 

The  Englifh  are  not  ungrateful 
to  nature  for  her  prodigality  to- 
wards them.  The  children  are 
never  bound  up  in  fwaddling-  ' 
clothes,  but  covered  with  a  thin 
drefs,  which  gives  a  perfect  free- 
dom to  all  their  motions.     The 

E>  great 
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great  advantages  arifing  from  ino-  fituati6ri,  they  may  be  feeh  gallop- 

dilation,  become  every  day  more  ing  by  hundreds  alone  Hyde  Park. 

perceptible.  On  thefe  occaiions,  tney  are  always 

The  fchools  for  the  education  of  dreffed    like   Amazons  ;    a    prac- 

young  people  of  both  fexes,  are  tice  introduced    by   queen   Anne, 

almoft  always  in  the  country.    In  the  cohfort    of  Richard    II.  and 

walking    through    the    charming  which  has  continued  to  the  prefent 

villages  which  furround  the*  me-  rime,     "the  ladies  alfo  think  It  in- 

tropolis,   one  is  delighted  to  fee  decent  to  (hew  themfelves  at  the 

three  or  four  houfes  together,  dedi-  window.     It  is  only  an  extraordi- 

cated  folely  to  this  purpofe.    ^hefe  nary  circumltance  that  will  fiiake  a 

Support   a  prodigious   number   of  woman  of  character  open  it,  to  fa- 

language-mafterS,  dancing-maftersj  tisfy  her  curiofity.     The  women  of 

mufic-mafters,  &e.  &c.  the  town,  however,    are  entirely 

The  ladiejs,  truftihg  perhaps  too  above  fuch  a  prejudice, 

much  to  their  natural  charms,  often  .  The  education  among  the  Eng- 

nfcgleet,  the  means  of  letting  them  li(h,  as  far  as  it  regards  health,  is 

onto  advantage.     But  a  very  few  excellent:  I  cannot,  however,  fay 

even  of  the  women  of  the  town  fo  much  in  refpect  to  morals.    The 

make  ufe  of  rouge.    Many  women  abufes  which  prevail  in  the  great 

of  fa£hion,  when  drefled  in  the  moll  fchools  are  well  known ;   I  (hall 

elegant  manner,  do  not  ufe  hair-  therefore  be  filent  concerning  them, 

powder;   neatnefs,  however,  which  After  a  long  contention  concerning 

feems  actually  to  be  a  rage  amongft  the  advantages  and  ditadvantages 

ihem,  is  never  neglected.  of  a  public  or  private  education,  it 

v     The  moil  elegant   part   of  an  feems  at  lail  to  have  been  decided 

Englishwoman's  apparel  is  her  hat,  in  favour  of  the    former.      The 

which  is  ufually  adorned  with  rib-  young  duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  the 

bands  and  feathers. .   No  female,  richeS  peer  in  the  kingdom,  was 

of  whatever  rank,  dares  appear  in  for   feveral  years  at  Weftminfter, 

the  ftreets  of  London  on  foot,  with-  where  he  was  brought  up  as  other 

put  one  of  thefe ;  the  very  begrars  young  men.    His  table  and  his  bed 

wear  them.     The  art  with  which  were  entirely  the  fame  as  theirs, 

they  place  them,  is  but  imperfectly  Two  guineas  a  week  were  allowed 

imitated  by  foreigners,  who  know  him  for  pocket  money ;  and  out  of 

not  how  to  derive  from  them  all  his  income,  which  amounts  to  fixty- 

their  magical   advantages.      The  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  five 

charming.  effeft  which   they  pro-  hundred  only  were  expended,  in  his 

duce,  made  Linguet  obferve,  that  if  education. 

Homer  had  been  acquainted  with  All  the  exercifes  which  tend  to 

this  enchanting  drefs,  he  would  not  bring  the  mufcles  into  aclion,  and 

Only  have  given  a  ceftus  to  Venus,  to  make  tke  body  healthy  and  ro- 

but  alfo  a  hat.  buff,  are  the   daily  recreations  of 

The  fair-fex  in  that  country  have  thefe  public   fchools,  which*  not- 

a  number  of  cuftoms  peculiar   to  witManding  their  numberlefs  dif- 

themfelves,  and  among  others  that  'advantages,  do  not^  however,  make 

of  riding   on  horfeback;  in  this  youth  effeminate* 

A  great 
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A  great  number  of  children  of 
good  extraction  are  deflined  from' 
the  earlieft  age  to  commerce,  and 
educated  accordingly.  This  prac- 
tice, fo  wife  in  itfelf,  'and  which 
was  the  fqurce  from  which  .the  Ge- 
noefe  nobility  derived  their  opu- 
lence,- and  by  which  the  illuftrious 
houfe  of  Medicis  were,  raifed  to 
a  throne,  where  they  became  the 
benefactors  of  mankind,  was  -not 
introduced  into  England  until  about 
the  middle  of  t,he  ieventeenth  ceh~ 

The  Eng]£fh  nobility  during  the 
civil  war,  being  almoft  entirely  at- 
tached to  the  King,  were,  banjftied  . 
from  all  employments  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  whpfe  power  then 
preponderated ;  they  therefore  had 
no  rcfource  but  in  tr*de.  "IThofe 
who  pofleiled  abilities  amaued  im- 
menfe.  riches,  and  contributed  by 
their  example  to  remove  the  ancient 
prejudices  which  frill  fubfifted  in 
their  country  againft  the  employ- 
ment of  a  merchant.  Soon  after 
this,  fome  of  the  firft  people  in  the 
kingdom  became  the  moft  zealous 
paitizans  of  commerce, '  and*  em- 
barked their  fortunes,  in  it,  by 
which  means  ihey  at  onee  gave  ac- 
tivity and  vigour  to  trade.  This, 
it  is  affirmed,  was  the  origin  of  that 
fplendour  and  opulence  which  Eng- 
land foon  after  acquired.  In  our 
own  time/  we  have  feen  the  foh  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  formerly  prime 
minifter  of  England,  a  private 
banker,  and  the  brother  of  lord 
Oxford,  a  citizen  of  London. 


Anttdotes  relative  to  Dean  Swift'/ 
treatment  of  Mrs.  Johnfon  and 
Mrs.  Vanhomrigh ;  from  Literary 
Relics,  ly  G.  M.  Berkeley,  Eft* 


I  Am  now  come  tp  the  only  part, 
of  Swifts  conduct,  which  is,  in 
my  .opinion,  Ndeferyrng*  of  cehfufe  ; 
I  mean  his  treatment  of  Stella  and 
Vanefla.  'But  be  it  rememBered^ 
that  cenfure,  though  merited,  fhoald 
be  proportionate 'to  the  crime.  Had' 
the  Dean's  accusers  taken  the  trou- 
ble of  candidly  in veftljjating  all  the 
circumftanceY'relatiye  to  that  double 
connection,  they  might  poflibly  have 
found  the  unfortunate  lover  nor, 
wholly  undeferving  of  pity. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  inquire 
how  far  the  treatment  Stella  expe-* 
rienced  <was  or  'was  not  exculeaDle. 
.  I  fhall  inform  my  reader  iyho  ^S.tglla 
really  ^was..  On  this  point  *  alt  "the* 
biographers,  of  Swift  nave  b$en 
mimiformed.  The  following  Ac- 
count t  received  a  few  days  ago  in 
a  letter  from'  Mrsf'Hearn,  niece  to 
the  celebrated  Mrs."  Johnfon,  anc! 
who 'now  refide's  at  Brighton  near 
Alresford,  Hants,  with  her,  daughter 
Mrs.  Harrifon,  the  wife  of  a  molt 
resectable  clergyman  of  that  name. 

"  Mrs.  Efther  Johnfon/  befter 
'*  known  by  the  name  of  Stella,  was 
"  born  at  Richmond  in  Surry  ori 
«  the  13th  of  March  1681.  Her 
"  father  was  a  merchant,  arid  the 
«  younger  brother  of  a  gogd  family 
«*  in  Nottinghamfiiire.  He  died 
"  young,  and  left  his  widow  with 
«*  three  children,  a  fon  and  two 
*<  daughters.    Whilfl  Mrs.  Johnfon 

*  lived  at  Richmond,  me  had  the 
«c.  happinefs  of  becoming  firft  ac- 
«  quamted  with  Lady'  Giffbrd,  the 
«  fifter  of  Sir  William  Temple. 
«'  The  uncommon  endowments; 
«  both  of  body  and  mind,  which 
'«*  -Mrs.  Johnfon  certainly  poffeffed 

*  in  an  high  degree,  foon  gained 
«<  her  not  only  the  efteem  but  the 
***  warm  friendfhip  of  that  excellent 
"  lady ;  a  friendfhip  which  lafled 

D*  «tUi 
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"  till  death.     A*  they  feldom  were  object  of  his  wiihes  to  the  pawl 

*  apart,  and  lady  Gifford  lived  immediately  preceding  her  death 
"  much  with  her  brother  Sir  Wil-  we  (hall  be  at  arofi  to  point  oat  tk 
m  liam*  it  was  through  her  that  time  when,  confUtently  with  the  die- 
"  Mrs.  Johnfon  and  her  two  daugh-  tates  of  prudence,  he  could  have 
"  ters  (her  Ton  dying  young)  were  united  himfelf  with ;  his  amiable 
"  brought  to  the  knowledge  and  miflrets. 

•«  friendfhip  of  Sir  William  Temple        From  the  promiied  munificence 

"  and  his  lady ;  who  discovering  fe  of  King  William*  he  received  no- 

*  many  excellencies,  and  fuch  fine  thing  out  disappointment.  After 
"  parts,  in  the  little  Hetty  %  as  fhe  his  retirement   from    Moor  Park 

*  was  always  called  in  the  Temple  till  his  connection  with  Lord 
**  family*  to  far  took  upon  them-  Berkeley*  he  had  no  profpeft  of 
■*  felves  the  care  of  her  education  preferment.  On.  his  promotion  to 
«*  as  to  bring  her  up  with  their  own  the  deanery  of  St.  Patrick,  a  fyflem 
•*  niece*  the  late  Mrs.  Temple  of  of  the  levered  cecondmy  was  necef- 
«•  Moor  Park  by  Farnham — a  mod  fary  to  liquidate  the  debt  contracted 
«•  acceptable  piece  of  kindnefs  and  by  a  long  and  vexation*  attendance 
«  friendmip  this  to  the  mother,  on  miniftry ;  at  the  lame  time  that 
"whofe  little  fortune  had  been  a  certain  degree  of  Hate  was  a  tt- 
"  greatly  injured  by  the  South  Sea  cefSuy  appendage  to  his  ftatkn. 

«  bubbles.     And  here  it  was  that        To  the  union  of  Swift  and  Stdh 


**  Dr.  Swift  firft  became  acquainted  there  was,  however*  at  one 

«  with  Stella*  and  commenced  that  of  their  connection*  a  much  more 

«  attachment  which  terminated  in  formidable  obftacle  than  any  dttt 

"  their  marriage.     The  caufe  why  could  have  arifen  from  pnsdence. 

«  that  marriage  was  not  owned  to  It  is  with  reluctance  I  proceed;  bit 

«  the  world  has  never  been  tho-  daring  one  of  the  Dean's  long  mi- 

«  roughly  explained.    It  is  the  opi-  niflerul    attendances    in    London* 

«  nion,  however,  of  her  own  family*  commenced  his  acquaintance  win 

«•  that  their  finances  not  being  equal  Vanefla. 

«  to  the  ftyle  in  which  the  Dean        This  lady  pofleffed  wit,  yottk 

'«  wimed  to  move,  as  a  married  beauty,  a  competent  fhare  of  wealdw 

«  man,   could    be  the  only   one;  and uniixrfal admiration.   Thosde* 

•«  Stella's  own  fortune  being  only  corated,  (he  offered  herfelf  awHHsf 

"  £•  1>$Q°*  onc  thoufand  of  whi^h*  vi&im  at  the  fhrinc  of  Swift,  bf 

«  as  a  farther  mark  of  friendmip,  whofe  genius  fhe  was  completely 

«  was   left    her   by    Sir  William  fafcinated. 
«  Temple    himfenY     Jt   was  Dr.        To  behold,  without  emotion,  ftch 

«  SwifVswifh  at  lad  to  have  owned  a  facrihee*  was  hardly  to  be  ex- 

«  his  marriage;  but  finding  herfelf  pe&ed  from  man.    But  to  the  «j- 

declining  very  faft,  $tella  did  not  nour  of  Swift  be  it  remembered, 

choole  to  alter  her  mode  of  life#  that  though  allured  by  fuch  attnc- 

and  befides  fully  intended  coming  tions  as  were  indeed  at  once  moft 

over  to  England  to  her  mother."  rare  and  powerful,  he  made  a  long 

If  we  attentively  furvey  the  fitoa-  and  obftinate  defence;  and  whea 

tion  of  Swift  from  the  foR  moment  the  death  of  the  queen  exiled  Ma 

of  his  connection  with  the  far-famed  as  it  were  from  England*  heviei 

3  * 
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aHthe  force  of  argument  to  prevail 
on  Vanefla  to  Another  the  deftruc- 
tive  flame  (he  had  fo  lone  nourifhed 
in  her  bofom,  and  which,  he  wifely 
apprehended,  would  at  fome  future 
period  kindle  a  conflagration,  from 
which  effects  the  molt  fatal  were 
juftly  tor  be  dreaded.  Dazzled  at 
firft  by  the  fple,ndor  of  his  coriqueft, 
he  was  prevented  from  feeing  his 
own  conduct  in  a  proper  point  of 
view ;  but  when  the  death  of  the 
Queen  reminded  him  that  Ireland 
was  to  be  the  fcene  of  his  remain* 
ing  years,  the  thought  of  wounding 
her  whom  he  had  invited  to  that 
country,  by  the  prefencc  of  her  ri- 
val, (hocked  the  delicacy  of  his 
feelings;  whilft  the  idea  of  Stella, 
neglected  and  forfaken,  returned 
with  redoubled  force,  and  once 
ntdrc  poflefled  itfelf  of  his -mind. 

Yet  at  the  moment  when  he  re- 
commended to  Vanefla  forgetful- 
nefs  of  the  paft,  it  is  certain  ho 
taught  what  Jie  could  hot  practife, 
and  that  what  was  right  was  pre- 
ferred to  what  was  pkafant.  In  the 
eye  of  juftice,  the  claims  of  Stella 
were  highly  forcible.  She  had,  at 
an  early  period  of  life,  yielded 
her  affections  to  the  afliduities  of 
Swift.  To  enjoy  his  fociety,  fhe 
had  facrificcd  her  country  and  her 
connections,  and  had  fixed  her 
abode  in  a  part  of  the  world  where 
people  were  by  no  means  inclined 
to  put  the  beft  conduction  on  the 
face  of  things. 

In  cifcumitances  like  thefe,  to 
have  finely  deferted  Stella  was  a 
piece  of  cruelty  and  of  villainy 
of  which  her  lover  was  utterly  in- 
capable. His  return  to  Ireland 
certainly  leilened  her  anxiety,  and 
>endered  her  fltuation  more  tolera- 
ble than  it  could  be  during  his  ab- 
fence.     Whatever  (he  might  think 


of  the  ftate  of  his  affections,  fhe  was 
at  leaf*  in  a  fltuation  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  them ;  and  though  dis- 
appointment had  killed  the  rotes  of 
youth,  yet  herconverfation  was  frill 
attractive,  her  mind  cultivated,  and 
her  manners  gentle.  But  the  ar- 
rival of  the  unfortunate  Vanefla 
foon  violated  the  tranquillity  of 
Stella.  The  anxiety  infeparable 
from  fuch  a  fltuation  as  hers  preyed 
on  her  fpirits,  and  materially  af- 
fected her  health. 

Swift,  fhocked  at  the  effects  his 
own  inconftancy  was' likely  to  pro- 
duce, rebelled  Bifltop  Am,  the 
common  friend  of  bothy  to  inquire 
from  Stella  what  could  reftore  her 
former  peace  of  mind.  Her  an- 
fwer  was  to  this  effect,  "  That  for 
many  years  fhe  had  patiently  borne 
the  tongue  of  flander ;  but  that  hi- 
therto fhe  had  been  cheered  by  the 
hope  of  one  day  becoming  his 
,  wife  i  that  of  fuch  an  event  (he  now 

Jaw  no  probability ;  and  that,  con- 
equently,  her  memory  would  be 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  branded 
with  the  moft  unmerited  obloquy.'* 
Swift,  in  his  reply  to  this  decla- 
ration, obferved,  that  «* in  early 
life  he  had  laid  do*wn  two  maxims 
with  refpect  to  matrimony:  The- 
firft  was,  never  to  marry  unlefs  pof* 
fefled  of  a  competency :  the  fetonJ% 
unlefs  this  was  the  cafe  at  fuch  a 
period  of  life  as  afforded  him  a 
probable  profpect  of  living  to  edu- 
cate his  family ;  but  yet,  fince  her 
happinefs  depended  on  his  marry- 
ing her,  he  would  directly  com- 
ply with  her  wifhes-on  the  follow- 
ing terms :  Tiiat  it  fhould  remain 
a  lee  ret  from  all  the  world,  urdef* 
the  diicovery  were  called  for  by 
fome  urgent  neccjfity ;  and  that  they 
fhould  continue  in  feparate  hotifes." 
To  tJwfe  terms  Stella  readtlv«C- 
I)  3  cedtd; 
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ceded;  and  in  1 716  they  were 
married  by  the  Bilhop  of  Clogher, 
who  himielf  related  the  circum- 
ftance  to  Bi(hop  Berkeley,  by  whofe 
relict  the  (lory  was  communicated 
to  me. 

Swift,  by  marrying  Stella  at  a 
time  when  it  is  pretty  certain  he 
ceafed  to  entertain  for  her  any  very 
impalfioned  fentiments^js  one  proof 
that  he  thought  the  laws  of  honour 
intitled  to  the  (tricteft  obfervance. 
He  faw  when  it  was  too  late,  the  error 
of  this  conduct  towards  that  amia- 
ble woman,  and  made  reparation ; 
though,  to  be  fure,  his  declining 
to  acknowledge  her  was  a  ftep  that 
cannot  be  juflified,  and  which  muft 
be  attributed  merely  to  that  love 
of  Angularity,  which  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree  is  inseparable  from 
genius. 

With  refpect  to  Vanefla  I  have 
little  to  fay.  Whilft,  in  j  uftice  to 
Swift,  I  cannot  refrain  from  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  fir  ft  advances  came 
from  her,  I  mould  not  forbear  re- 
calling to  the  reader's  recollection 
what  is  remarked  a  few  pages  back, 
that  when  Vanefla  i'elected  Cadenus 
for  her  lover,  fhe  was  unwerfally 
Jhlhh-wed  and  admired ';  and  whatever 
conitruction  may  be  put  on  jsl  cele- 
brated poem,  which  it  is  to  be 
wifhed  had  never  fecn  the  light,  I 
fhall  venture  to  aflert,  that  the  paf- 
fion fhe'  entertained  for  Swift  was 
perfectly  innocent.  She  knew  of 
no  engagement  to  prevent  their 
union ;  and  to  obtain  that  union 
was  the  fole  object  of  her  wifhes. 
Although  the  encouragement  (he 
gave  to  Swift  might  be  rather  in- 
confident  with  the  etiquette  ob- 
ierved  by  all  prudent  and  experienced 
women' when  in  a  ftate  of  courtftijp; 
yet  for  this  inattention  ij  is  by  no 


means  right  to  brand  her  memory 
with  the  fevereft  obloquy. 

With  refpect  to  the  Dean's  con- 
duct towards  this  lady,  no  other 
apology  can  be  offered  than  this ; 
That  the  violence  of  the  paffion 
which  he  entertained  for  her,  blind- 
ed him  to  the  fatal  effects  that  were 
likely  to  arife  from  fdch  a  connec- 
tion ;  and  that  he  found  himfelf  un- 
expectedly in  a  fituation  where  per- 
frverance  was  wrong,  and  where  «• 
treat  was  impoffible.  Swift  has  been 
feverely  blamed  for  continuing  Ids 
connection  with  Vanefla  after,  his 
marriage  with  Stella  :  But  be  it  re- 
membered, that  though  in  this 
point  he  erred,  his  motive  was  fach 
as,  though  it  could  not  juirify,  cer- 
tainly palliated*  the  crime.  He 
wanted  refolution  mortally  to  wound 
the  peace  of  one  who  loved  fo  well 
J  uftice  and  nature  contested  the 
point ;  and  thofe  who  in  thU  in- 
ftance  may  cenfure,  cannot -regret 
the  triumph  of  the  latter.  It  is 
likewife  more  than  probable,  that 
one  of  the  motives  which  induced 
Swift  to  conceal  his  marriage,  wis 
a  wifh  to  fpare  Vanefla  fo  fevere  a 
pang;  the  effects  produced  by  the 
difcovery  of  that  fatal  fecretwere 
forefeen,  and  are  too  well  knew*.  - 
to  need  recapitulation.  Her  lal 
will  declared  what  her  feelings  were? 
Her  appointing  Swift's  mod  inti- 
mate friend  Bifhop  Berkeley  to  be 
one  of  the  executioners  of  ner  ven- 
geance, (hows  the  violence  of  her 
refentment.  At  the  fame  time,  had 
the  hour  of  VanehVs  dintyutiffn 
been  lefs  rapid  in  its  approach,  had 
death  allowed  the  ftorm  of  paffion 
time  to  fubfide,  it  is  more  than  pty 
bable  (he  would  have  recalled  her 
order  refpect ing  the  publication  cf 
their  mutual  correfpondence.    Her 
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yaffions  were  violent,  and  confe-  in  the  months  of  Oftober  And  No- 
auentjy  would  have  been  fliort-  vember,  and  a  vail  deal  is  exported 
lived.  Her  heart  was  tender,  and  .annually  to  Abu  Shehr,  an4  other 
her  fenfibil&jr  great ;  wbilft  her  parts  in  the  Perfian  Gulph,  for  thp 
mind  was  poffeiFed  flf  a  degree  of  fuppiy  of  the  India  market.  The  v 
ftrength  not  always  to  be  found  wine  of  Shirauz  is  really  delicious, 
amoiigft  tfce  fair  lex ;  and  her  ta-  and  well-deferving  of  praife ;  fo 
lents  in  many  points  eclipfed  thofe  of  much  fo,  that  people  who  have 
her  unfortunate  rival, "  drank  it  for  a  fpace  of  time,  feldont 

care  for  any  other,  though  at  the 
firft  -tafte  it  is  rather  unpleafant  to 


my  »' 


Dt/mption  af  Shirauz,  and  of  the  an  European.    They  have  another 

Manners  of  the  Modem  PerTians  ;  £**  9'W  »*  grape,  called  Sa- 

Jrom  Frwcklin's  Tour  from. Ben-  hibi,  the  bunches  of  which  wei$h 

*al  to  Perfia.  feven  or  elght  Pound,s  .ca* :  u  ■*» 

*  iharp  and  rough  to  die  tafte,  and 

NO  place  in  the  world  produces  makes  vinegar  of  a  very  fuperior 
the  neceffaries  of  life  in  great-  quality.'    The    cherries  here   are 
er  abundance  and  perfection  than  but  indifferent ;  but  apples,  pears, 
Shirauz ;  nor  is  there  a  more  de-  melons,  peaches,   quinces,    necta- 
hghtful  (pot  in  nature  to  be  con-  rines,  and  the  gage  plums,  are  all 
ceived,  than  the  vale  in  which  it  is  very    good,   and    in   the  greateft 
'  fituated,  either  for  the  falubrity  of  plenty.    The  pomegranate  is  good 
the  air,  or  for  the  profusion  of  every  to  a  proverb ;  the  Perfians  call  it 
thing  neceflary  to  render  life  com-  the  fruit  of  Paradife. 
fortable  and  agreeable.    The  fields  The  breed  of  horfes  in  the  pro- 
yield   plenty  of  rice,  wheat,   and  vince  of  Pars  is  at  prefent  very  in- 
barley,  which  they  generally  begin  different,  owing  to  the  ruinous  ilate 
to  reap  in  the  month  of  May,  and  of  the  country ;  but  in  the  povince 
by  the  middle  of  July  theharveft  is  of  Dufhtiftain,  lying  to  tne  fouth- 
completed.     Moft  of  the  European  weft,  it  is  remarkably  good.     The 
fruits  are  produced  here,  and  many  "  fheep  are    of  a    fuperior  flavour, 
of; them  are   fuperior  in  fize  and  owing  to  the   excellence    of    tjie 
flavour  to  what  canN  be  railed  in  pafturage  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Europe,  particularly  die  apricot  and  Shirauz,  and   are   alfo   celebrated 
grape.     Of  the  grape  of  Shirauz  s  for  the  finenefs  of  their  fleece:  they 
there  are  feveralforts,  all  of  them  have  tails  of  an  extraordinary  fize, 
very  good,  but  two  or  three  more  fome  of  which  I  have  feen  weigh 
particularly  (b  than  the  reft ;  One  upwards   of   thirty  'pounds  ;    but 
is  the  large  white  grape,    called  thofe  which  are  fold  in  the  markets 
Reefli  Baba,  without  feed,  which  is  do  not  weigh  above  fix  or  fevqn. 
extremely  lufcibus  and  agreeable  to  Their  oxen  are  large  and  flrong, 
the  tafte ;  the  finall  white  grape,  but  their  flefli  is  ifeldom  ea<<en  by 
called  Aflceri,  alfo  without  feed,  and  the  natives,  who  confine  jhern/elyes 
as  fweet  as  fugar ;  the  black  grape,  chiefly  to  that  of  fheep  arid  fowls, 
of  which   the    celebrated  wine   of  Provifions  of  all  kinas  are  very 
Shirauz    is  made.'    This  wine  is  dheap';  and  the  neighbouring  moun- 
prefjcdby  the  Armenians  and  Jews,  tains  affording  an  ample'  Supply. of 
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{how    throughout  '  die   year,    the    other  of  the  more  northern  part*  of 
meaneft  artificer  0/  Shirauz  may    Perfia.     Kom  is   remarkable  for 
have  his  water  and  fruits  copied    excellent  {word  blades ;  but  at  pre- 
without  any  expence   worthy  his    fent  all  trade  with  Europeans  ii 
confideration ;  this  fnow  being  ga-    flopped;  and  the  ftate  pf  the  coun- 
thered  pnthe  tops  of  the  mountain?,    try  does  not  promife  a  fpcedy  re- 
and  brought  in  carts  to  the  city,  is    turn  of  it.    India  goods  arc  un- 
fold in  the  markets.    The  price  of    ported  chiefly  from  Aba  Shehr.  }a 
provisions  is  regulated  at  Shirauz    matters  of  trade  amongft  the  natives, 
with  the  greatett  exactnefs,  by  the    the  whole  is  under  the  regulation  <*/ 
Daroga,  or  judge  of  the  police,  who    the  Calodnter,  or  town-clerk,  who 
fets  a  fixed  price  upon  every  article,    regulates  the  duties  to  be  paid  ft 
and  no  fliop-keeper  dares  to  demand    the  Khan  on  all  imports:  this  it 
more^  unaer  the  fevere  penalty  of   {bmetimes  executed  with  a  feveritjr 
lpfmg  his  nofe  and  ears ;  fuch  being    which  leaves  the  merchant  little  or 
fhe  punifhment  attached  to  a  crime    no  profit  upon  his  goods, 
of  this  nature ;  by  which  means  the        The  climate  of  Shirauz  h  one 
pooreft    inhabitants  are  effectually    of  the  moft  agreeable  in  the  wor!4» 
Jccured  from  impofition,  in  fo  capi-    the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  being 
tal  an  article  as  the  necenaries  of   feldam  felt.    During  the  fpringOf 
life,  the  year,  the  face  of  the  country 

Manufactures  and  trade  are  at    appears  uncommonly  beautiful.  The 
prefent  greatly  decayed  in  Perfia,    flowers,  of  which  they  have  a  great 
the  people  having  had  no  interval    variety,  and  of  the  prighteft  hues* 
of  peace  to  recover  themfelves  fince    the    fragrant   herbs,   fhrubs,   and 
the  death  of  Kerim  Khan  to  the    plants,  the  rofe,  the  fweet  bafil,  aid 
prefent  period :    but  if  a  regular    the  myrtle,  all  here  contribute  to 
and   permanent  government  were    refrefh    and    perfume  the  natural 
once  again  to  be  eftabliihed,  there    miidnefs  of  the  air.     The  nightii- 
is  little  doubt  but  they  would  flou-    gale  of  the1  garden  (called  by  the 
rifh,  as  the  Perfians  are  very  inge-    Perfians    JBoolbul   Hexar  D aflat*) 
rdous,  of  quick  capacities,  and  even    the  goldfinch,  and   the  linnet,  by 
the  lower  clafs  of  artificers  are  in-    their  melodious  warbjings,  at  this 
duftrious  and  diligent.     They  work    delightful  feafon  of  the  year,  ferft 
in  fUligree  and  ivory  remarkably    to  add  to  the    fatisfa&ion  of  the 
well;  and  are  good  turners.    They    mind,  and  to  infpire  it  with  the  moft 
have  at  Shirauz  a  glafs  manufactory,    pleating  ideas.     Their,   mornings 
where  they  caft  very  good  glafs,  of   and  evenings  are  cool,  but  the  aw- 
which  great  quantities  are  exported    die  of  the  day  is  very  plcafant   In 
to  different  parts  of  Perfia;  by    fummer,  the  thermometer  fcldoni 
which  the   manufacturers    acquire    rifes  above  feventy  -  three  in  the 
confiderable    profit.    Moft  of  the    day-time,  and  at  night  it  generally 
woollen  goods,  filks   and  worked    ftnks  as    low  as  fixty-two.    The 
linens,  are  brought  from  Yezd  and    autumn  is  the  worft  feafon  of  the 
Carmania*    from    both    of  which    year,  that  being  the  time  when  the 
places   they   ajfo  export  felts  and    rains  begin  to  fall,  and  during  the 
carpets.    A  great  quantity  of  cop-    autumnal  months  it  is  confidered  by 
per  is  produced  from  Taurjps,  and    natives,  as    the    motf;   unhealthy  i 
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colds,  fluxes,  and  fevers  being  very  yet  at,  <kfrtog;  my  rotjr  iri  Perfia, 
general.  In  whiter,  a  vafl  deal  of  from  the  fituation  I  was  placed  in, 
fnow  falls,  and  very  thick,  but  ice  by  living  in  a  native  family,  I  had 
is  rarely  to  be  found,  except  on  the  an  opportunity  of  feeing  more  of 
fummits  of  the  mountains,  or  to-  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the' 
wards  Ifpahan,  and  the  more  nor-  middling  fort  of  people,  and  their 
thern  parts  of  Pcrfia.  One  thing,  manners  and  cuftoms,  than  pexhapt 
which  is  mod  to  be  efteemed  in  this  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  rtoft  tra- 
country,  and  renders  it  preferable  vellers,  I  am  induced  to  give  the 
to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  h  few  obfervations  I  made  during 
their  nights,  which  are  always  clear  that  period.  The  Perfians,  wittt 
and  bright ;  and  the  dew,  that  in  refpeet  to  outward  behaviour,  are 
moft  places  is  of  fo  pernicious  and  certainly  the  Pari£ans  of  theEafh 
dangerous  a  nature,  is  not  of  the  Whilft  a  rude  and  infolent  de- 
leaft  ill  conference  here :  there  is  meanour  peculiarly  marks  the  cha- 
none  at  all  in  fummer,  and  in  the  racier  of  the  Turkifh  nation  to- 
other feafons  ic  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  wards  1  foreigners  and  Christians, 
that  if  the  brighteft  fcimitar  ihould  the  behaviour  of  the  Perfians  would, 
be  expbfed  to  it  all  the  night,  it  on  the  contrary,  do  honour  to  the 
Would  not  receive  the  leaft  ruft;  moft  civilized  nations:  they  are 
a  crrcumftance  I  have  myfelf  expe-  kind;  courteous,  civil  and  obliging 
riencecL  ^his  drynefs  in  the  air  to  art  ftrapgers,  without  being 
1  cauies  their  buildings  to  laft  a  great  guided  by  thoie  religious  prejudices 
while,  and  is"unddubtedly  one.  of  fo  very  prevalent  in  every  other 
the  principal  reafonp  that,  the  cele-  Mahometan  nation ;  they  are  fond 
brated  ruins  of  Perfeppjj^  have  en«*  of  enquiring  after  the  manners  and 
dured  for  fo  many  ages,  an$  com-  culloms  of  Europe;  and,  in  return, 
paratively  fpeaking,  in  fo  perfect  a  very  readily  afford  any  information 
ftate ;  that  place  being  fiyuated  in  in  refpect  to  their  own  country* 
much  fuch  another  valley  as  Shi-  The  practice  of  hofoitality  is  with 
rauz,  and  but  two  days  journey  from  them  io  grand  a  point,  that  a  man 
thence.  The  nights  in  Perfia,  and  thinks  himfelf  highly  honoured,  if 
more  particularly  in  the  foutlj.ern  you  will  enter  his  houfe  and  par- 
parts  of  it,  are  moil  excellently  take  of  what  the  family,  affords ; 
adapted  for  the  fcience  of  aftronpmy,  whereas,  going  out  of  a  houfe,  with- 
fceing  of  extraordinary  brightyeis,  out  iinokmg  a  Calean,  or  takiiqg 
and  far  preferable  in  that  point  to  any  other  refreftiment,  is  deemed,  in 
what  I  have  obferved  in  any  coun-  Perfia,  a  high  affront  j  they  fay  that 
try  in  which  it  has  been  my  fortune  every  meal  a  ftra.nger,  partakes  with 
to  refide.  them,  brings  a  bleffing  upon  the 
In  attempting  to  fay  any  thing  houfe :  to  account  for  this,  we  muft 
of  the  character  of  the  Perfians,  I  under  Hand  it  as  a  pledge  of  faith 
am  fenfible  of  the  difiiculty^of  the  and  protection,  when  we  confidcr 
undertaking,  from  my  being  fo  that  the  continual  wars  in  which 
ftort  a  time  amongft  them.  An  this  country  has  been  involved, 
acquaintance  with  the  real  character  with  very  little  ceffation,  fince  the 
of  a  people,  is  only  capable  of  being  extinction  of  the  Sefi*  family, -have 
attained' by  a  very  long  refidehce;  greatly  tended  to  an  univerfal  de- 
pravity 
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pravity  tjf  dirpofition,  and  a  p>rjpe-  bright  and  Jparkling  eyes   was  a 

tual  inclrration  to  a£b  of  hoftikty,  very  ftriking  beauty  :  this,  how* 

This  has  lefTened  that  foftnefs  and  ever,  is  ki  a  great  meafure  owing 

urbanity  of  manners  for  which  this  to  art,  as  they  rub  their  eye-brows 

nation  has  been  at  all  former  times  and  eye-lids  with  the  black  powder 

fo  famous ;  and  has  at  the  fane  time  of  antimony  (called  forma)  which 

too  much  extinguished  all  fentiments  adds  an  incomparable  brilliancy  to 

of  honour  and  humanity  amongft  their  natural    luftre.     The  large 

thole  of  higher  rank.  l>lack  eye   is    in   moft  elimination 

The  Perfians,  in  their  cooverf*-  *mong  the  Perfians,  and  this  is  the 

tion,  aim  much  at  elegance,  and  are  moft    common  at  Shirauz.     The 

'perpetually    repeating  verfes   and  women,  as  in  all  Mahomedan  £oun- 

pafiages  from  the  works  of  their*  tries*  are,  down  to  the  meaneft,  co- 

jnoft  favourite  poets,  Hafiz,  Sadi,  vexed  with  a  veil  from  head  to  foot, 

•and  jfami;   a.  practice  univerfatty  fi>  that  a  fight  is  never  to  be  ob- 

prevalent,  from  the  higheft  to  the  tained  of  them  in  the  ftaeet.     After 

Joweft ;    becaufe  thofe   who    have  marriage,  they  are  fubjcft ,  to  the 

not  the  advantages  of  reading  and  ftri&eft  confinement*    The  hufband 

writing,  or  the  other  benefits  arifing  thinks   himfelf  affronted  even  by 

from  education,  by  the  help  of  their  the  inquiry  of  a  friend  after  the 

memories,  which  are  very  retentive,  health  of  his  wife.    Calling  her  by 

and  what  they  learn  by  heart,  are  name,  is  .never  allowed  of;  the 

always  ready  to  bear  their  part  in  mode  of  addrefs  mud  be,  "  May 

conversation*      They  alfo  delight  "  the  mother  of  fuch  a  (on,  or  fuch 

much  in  jokes  and  quaint  expref-  "a  daughter,  be  happy;  I  hope 

lions,  and  are  fond  of  playing  upon  "  fhe  is   in  health."     And  none, 

each  other ;  which  they  fomettmes  except  thofe  of  the  nearejl  kin,  as 

do  with  great  elegance  and  irony*  a  brother,  or  uncle,  are  ever  allowed 

There  is  one  thing  much,  to  be  ad-  to  fee   the  females  of  the  family 

mired  in  their  converfations,  which  unveiled. 
is  the  Jlri£t  attention  they  always 


pay  to  the  oerfon  fpeaidng,  whom  ExtraasffVm  0bfertvati<ms  ina  jour_ 
they  never  interrupt  on  any  ac-  ^  .  £  J  ,  M  pk£zL 
count.  They  are  in  general  a  per-  •  "&  ^^  y>  y  *»>*^ 
fbnable,  and  in  many  refpe&s  a  Turin,  oa.  17, 1784. 
kandfome  people ;  their  complex-  \\f E  I»ve  at  leng^h  P^ed  the 
ions,favi»g  thofe  who  are  expofed  *V  Alps,  and  are  fafely  arrived 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  at  this  lovely  little  city,  whence  I 
are  as.  fair  as  Europeans.  look  back  on  the  majeftic-boundaries 
The  women  at  Shirauz  have  at  of  Italy,  with  amazement  at  his 
all  times  been  celebrated  over  thofe  courage  who  £r&  profaned  them; 
of  other  parts  of  Perfia  for  their  furely  the  immediate  fenfation  con- 
beauty,  and  not  without  reafon.  Of  veyed  to  the  mind  by  the  fight  of 
thofe  whom  I  had  the  fortune  to  fuch  tremendous  appearances  muft 
fee  during  my  rcfidence,  and  who  be  in  every  traveller  the  fame,  a 
were  moftly  relations  and  friends  fenfation  of  fulnefs  never  experi- 
of  the  family  I  Jived  in,  many  enced  *  before,  a  fatisfa&ion  that 
were  tall  and  weli-fhaped  j  but  their  there  is  ibmething  great  to  be  feen 
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on  earth*— fome  objed  capable  of 
contenting  even  fancy.  Who  he 
was  whofirfrof  all  people  pervaded 
thefe  fortifications,  railed  by  nature 
for  the  defence  of  her  European 
Paradjfe,  is  not  afoertained ;  -  but 
the  great  Duke  of  Savoy  has  wifely- 
left  his  name  engraved  on  a  monu- 
ment upon  the  firft  confiderable 
afcent  from  Pont  B6nvoifin,  as  - 
being  author"  of  a  beautiful  road, 
cut  through  the  folid  ftone  for  a 
great  length  of  way,  and  having 
by  this  means  encouraged  others  to 
affift  in  facilitating  a  paflage  fo  truly 
defirable,  till  one  of  the  great  won- 
ders now  to  bo  obferved  among  the 
Alps,  is  the  eafe  with  which  even  a 
delicate  traveller  may  Crofs  them* 
In  thefe  profpe&s,  colouring  is  car- 
ried to  its  utmoft  point  of  perre&ion, 
particularly  at  the  time  I  found  it, 
variegated  with  golden  touches  of 
autumnal  tints;  immenfe  cafcades 
mean  time  burfting  from  naked 
mountains  on  the  one  fide;  culti- 
vated fields,  rich  with  vineyards, 
on  the  other,  and  -tufted  with  ele- 
gant flirabs  that  invite  one  to  pluck 
and  carry  them  away  to  where  they 
would  be  treated  with  much  more 
refpelt.  Little  towns  flicking  in 
the  clefts,  where  one  would  imagine 
it  was  impoffible  to  clamber ;  light 
clouds  often  failing  under  the  feet  of 
the  high-perched  inhabitants,  while 
the  found  of  a  deep  and  rapid  though 
narrow  river,  dafhing  with  violence 
among  the  irdbiently.  impeding  rocks 
at  the  bottom,  and  bells  in  thick- 
ly-fcattered  fpires  calling  the  quiet 
Savoyards  to  church  upon  the  fteop 
fides  of  every  hill-— fill  one's  mind 
with  fuch  mutable,  fuch  various 
ideas,  as  no  other  place  can  ever 
poffibly  afford. 

I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing 
a  chamois  at  a  difiafice,  and  fpoke 


with  a  fellow  who  had  killed. five 
hungry  bears  that  made  depredation 
on  his  paftures :  we  looked  on  him 
with  reverence  as  a  moniter-tamer 
of  antiquity,  Hercules  or  Cadmus; 
he  had  the  fkin  of  a  beaft  wrapt 
round  his  middle,  which  confirmed 
the  fancy— but  our  fervants,  who 
borrowed  from  no  fictitious  records 
the  few  ideas  that  adorned  their 
talk,  told  us  he  reminded  them  of 
John  the  BapHft*  I  had  fcarce  re- 
covered the  fhock  of  this  too  fab- 
lime  comparifon,  when  we  ap- 
proached his  cottage,  and  found 
the  felons  nailed  again  (I  the  wall, 
like  foxes  heads  or  fpread  kites  in 
England.  Here  are  many  goats, 
but  neither  white  nor  large,  like 
thofe  which  browze  upon  the  fteeps 
of  Snowdon,  or  clamber  among  the 
cliffs  of  Plinlimmon. 

Going  down  the  Italian  fide  of 
the  Alps  is,  after  all,  an  aftonifhing 
journey ;  and  affords  the  moft  mag- 
nificent fcenery  in  nature,  which 
varying  at  every  ftep,  gives  new 
impreflion  to  the  mind  each  moment 
of  one's  paflkge ;  while  the  portion 
of  terror  excited  either  by  real  or 
fancied  dangers  on  the  way,  is  juffc 
fufficient  to  mingle  with  the  pleafure, 
and  make  one  feel  the  full  etfeft  of 
fublimity.  To  the  chairmen  who 
carry  one  though,  nothing  can ,  be 
new ;  it  is  obfervable  that  the  glo- 
ries of  thefe  obje&s  have  never  fad* 
ed— I  heard  themfpeak  to  each  other 
of  their  beauties,  and  the  change  of 
light  fince  they  had  pafed  1>y  laft 
.  time,  while  a  fellow  who  fpoke  Eng- 
lifh  as  well  as  a  native  told  us,  that 
having  lived  in  a  gentleman's  fervice 
twenty  years  between  London  and 
Dublin,  he  at  length  begged  his  dis- 
charge, chufing  to  retire  and  finiih  his 
days  apeafant  upon  thefe  mountains, 
where  he  firft  opened  his  eyes  upon 

fcene* 
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fcenes  tftat  made  all  other  views  of 
jfttore  infipid  to  his  tatle. 

This  charming  town  is  xht/ahn 
of  Italy ;  but4t  is  a  finely  proper-  . 
lioned  and  well-ornamented  falon, 
happily  conftru&ed  to  call  in  the 
fre(h  air  at  the  end  of  every  ftreet, 
through  which  a  rapid  (beam  is 
directed,  that  ought  to  carry  off  all 
'  nuifances,  which  here  have  no  apo- 
logy from  want  of  any  convenience 
purcbafable  by  money ;  and  which 
mint  fbr  that  reafon  be  the  choice 
of  inhabitants,  who  would  perhaps 
be  too  happy >  had  they  a  natural 
tafte  for  that  neatnefs  which  might 
here  be  enjoyed  in  its  purity.  The 
arches  formed  to  defend  paflengers 
from  the  rain  and  fbn,  which  here 
might  have  even  ferious  effects  from 
their  violence,  deferve  much  praife; 
while  their  architecture,  uniting  our 
ideas  of  comfort  and  beauty  to- 
gether, form  a  traveller's  tafte,  and 
teach  him  to  admire  that  perfection, 
of  which  a  miniature  may  certain- 
ly be  found  at  Turin,  when  once  a 
police  /hall  be  eftabliOied  there  to 
prevent  fuch  places  being  ufed  for 
the  very  grofleft  purpofes,  and  pol- 
luted with  fraells  that  poifon  all 
one's  pleafure. 

M    I    L    A    k 

The  phrafe  of  mifire/s  is  here 
not  confined  to  fervants  at  all ;  gen- 
tlemen, when  they  addrefs  one, 
cry,  mia  padrcna*,  mighty  fweetly, 
and  in  a  peculiarly  pleating  tone. 
Nothing,  to  fpeak  truth,  can  ex- 
ceed the  agreeablenefs  of  a  well- 
bred  Italian's  addrefs  when  fpeak- 
ing  to  a  lady,  whom  they  alone 
know  how  to  flatter,  fo  as  to  retain 
her  dignity,  and  not  lofe  their  own: 
refpeclful,  yet  tender;  attentive, 
not  officious;   the  politenefs  of  a 

*  My  miftrefs*. 


man  of  fafhion  here  is  true  politenefs  ; 
free  from  all  affectation,  and  ho- 
neftly  expreffive  of  what  he  really 
feels*  a  true  value  for  the  perfon 
fpoken  to,  without  the  fmalleft  de- 
fire  of  mining  Mmfelf;  equally 
removed  *  from  foppery  on  one 
fide,  or  indifference  on  the  other. 
The  manners  of  the  men  here  are 
certainly  pleafing  to  a  very  eminent 
degree,  and  in  their  converfation 
there  is  a  mixture,  not  unfrequent 
too,  of  claflical  allofions,  which 
ftrike  one  with  a  fort  of  literary 
pleafure  I  cannot  eafily  defcribe. 
Yet  is  there  no  pedantry  in  their 
ufe  of  expreflions,  which  with  us 
would  be  laughable  or  liable  to  cen- 
fore:  but  Roman  notions  here  are 
not  quite  extind;  and  even  the 
houfe-maid,  or  donna  di  gros,  as 
they  call  her,  fwears  by  Diana  fo 
comically*  there  is  no  telling.  They 
chriften  their  boys  Fabius9  their 
daughters  Claudia,  very  commonly. 
When  they  mention  a  thiag  known, 
as  we  fay,  to  Tom  •*  Styles  and  John 
JNokes,  they  ufe  the  words  Tifcio 
and  Sempronio.  A  lady  tells  me, 
fhe  was  at  a  lofs  about  the  dance 
yefterday  evening,  becaufe  fhe  had 
not  been  inftru&ed  in  the  program- 
ma;  and  a  gentleman,  talking  of 
the  pleafures  he  enjoyed  fupping 
laft  night  at  a  friend's  houfe,  ex- 
claims, Eramo  pur  jefi  /era  in  jfp- 
polline  *  /  alluding  to  Lucullus's  en- 
tertainment given  to  Pompey  and 
Cicero,  as  i  remember,  in  the 
chamber  of  Apollo.  But  here  is 
enough  of  this — more  of  it,  in  their 
own  pretty  phrafe,  Jeccarebbe  pur 
Nettunno\. 
We  have  all  heard  much  of  Italian 

e 

•  We  patted  yefter  ereoing  at  if  wc 
had  been  in  the  Apollo* 

f  Would  dry  up  old  Neptune  him* 

felf. 

cicifbeifm ; 
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titiibeifin ;  I  had  a  mind  to  know 
how  matters  really  flood;  and  took 
the  neareft  way  to  information  by 
afting  a  mighty-  beautiful  and  ap- 
parently artlefs  young  creature,  not 
noble*  how  that  affair  was  managed, 
for  there  is  no  harm  done  I  am  Jure, 
faid  I :    «  Why  «o,"   replied  me, 
w  no  great  harm  to  be  fure :    ex- 
M  cept  wearifome  attentions  from  a 
M man. one  cares  little  about:    for 
"  my  own  part,"  continued  ihe,  u  I 
M  deteft  the  cuftom,  as  I  happen  to 
"  love  my  hufband  exceffively,  atid 
"defire  nobody's  company  in  the 
"world  but  his.     We  are  not/a- 
"  pie  of fajbkm  though  you  know, 
"  nor  at  all  rich ;  fo  how  mould  we 
"  fet  fafhions  for  our  betters  ?  They 
"  would  only  fay,   fee  how  jealous 
w  he  is !  if  Mr.  Sutb-a-one  fat  much 
"  with  me  at  home,   or  went  with 
"  me  to  the  Corfo ;  and  I  mufl  go 
u  with  fome  gentleman  you  know : 
"  and  the  men  are  fuch  ungenerous 
"  creatures,    and  have  fuch  ways 
"  with  them :  I  want  money  often, 
"  and  ,this   ca<valiere  Jerventc  pays 
"  the  bills,    and  fo  the.  connexion 
"draws  clofer — that's  aM.'r    And 
your  hufband]   faid  I—"  Oh,  why 
"  he  likes  to  fee  me  well-dreffed; 
"  he    is    very  good-natured,    and 
u  very  charming ;  I  love  him  to  my 
"  heart.'*       And   your    confeflbr  ! 
cried  L— «  Oh,   why  he  is  *fed  to 
<« //."—in  the  Milanefe  dialed—^ 
ajuefaa. 

VENICE. 

General  knowledge,  it  muft  be 
confeffed  (meaning  that  general 
ftock  that  every  one  recurs  to  for 
the  common  intercourfe  of  conver- 
fatioh),  will  be  found  more  fre- 
quently in  France,  than  even  in 
England;  where,  though  all  cul- 
tivate the  arts  of  table  eloquence 
and  aiTemtyy-room.  rhetoric,    few* 


from  mere  fhynefs,  venture  to  gather 
in  the  profits  of  their  plentiful  har- 
ve&;  but  rather  cloud  their  coun- 
m  tenances    with    mock   importance, 
while  their  hearts  feel  no  hope  beat 
higher  in  them,   than  the  humble 
one  of  efcaping  without  being  ri- 
diculed; or  than  in  Italy,  where 
nobody  dreams'  of  cultivating  con- 
verfation ,  at  all  — -  as  an  art ;    or 
itudies  for  any  other  than  the  na- 
tural reafon,   of  informing  or  di- 
verting   themfelves,    without  -the 
moil  dzftant  idea  of  gaining  admi- 
ration, or  mining  in-  company,  by 
the  quantity  of  fcience  they  have 
accumulated  in  folitude.     Here  no 
man  lies  awake  in  the  night  for 
vexation  that  he  miffed  recollecting 
the  laft  line  of  a  Latin  epigram  till 
the  moment  of  application  was  loft; 
nor  any  lady  changes  colour  with 
trepidation  at  the  feverity  vifible  in 
her  hufband's.  countenance  when  the 
chickens  are  orer-roafted>   or  the 
ice-creams,  melt  with  the  room's  ex- 
cefiive  heat.  . 

Among  the  noble  Senators  of 
Venice,  meantime,  many  good  fcho* 
lars,  many  Belles  Lettres  conver- 
iers,  and  what  is  more  valuable, 
many  thinking  mv*c,  may  be  found, 
and  found  hourly,  who  employ 
their  powers-  wholly  in  care  for  the 
flate ;  and  make  their  plea  fure,  like 
true  patriots,  out  ox  her  felicity. 
The  ladies  indeed  appear  to  ftudy 
but  one  fcience; 

* 

And  where  the  lefTon'taught 

Is  but  to  pleafe,  can  plealure  Teem  a  fault  ? 

Like  all  fenfualifts,  however,  they 
fail  of  the  end  propofed,  from  hurry 
to  obtain  it;  and  confume  thofe 
charms  which  alone  can  procure 
them  continuance  or  change  of  ad- 
mirers; they  injure  their  health  too 
Irreparably,  and  that  in  their  ear* 

lieil 
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lieft  youth;  for  few  remain  unmar-  A  Venetian  lady  has  in  particular 

ried  till  fifteen,  and  at  thirty  have  fo  fweet  a.  manner  naturally,  that 

a  wan  and  faded  look.    Q«  ne  goute  die  really  charms  without  any  fet- 

pas  fes  plaifirs  i<y9  on  Us  await* 9  m  tied  intent  XO  do  fo,  merely  from 

faid  Madame  la  Prefidente  yefter-  that  irrefiftible  good-humour  ap4 

day,    very  judkioafly;    yet  it  is  mellifluous  tone  of  voice  which  feizc 

only  fpeaking  popularly  that  one  the  foul,  and  detain  it  in  defpite  of 

can  be  fuppofed  to  mean,    what  Juno-like  majefty,  or  Minerva-like 

however  no  one  much  refufes  to  af-  wit.    Nor  ever  was  there  prince  or 

fert,  that  the  Venetian  ladies  are  mepherd,   Paris  I  think  was  both, 

amoroufly  inclined :    die  truth  is,  who  would  not  have  beftowt4  his 

no  check  being  put  upon  indina-  apple  here, 

rjon,  each  afts  according  to  imme-        Mean    while    my    countryman 

diate  impulfe ;  and  there  are  more  Howel  laments,  that  the  women  at 

devotees,  perhaps,  and  more  doat-  Venice  are  fo  little.    But  why  fo  I 

ing  mothers  at  Venice  than  any  the  diminutive  progeny  of  Vulcan, 

where  elfe,  for  the  fame  reafon  as  the  Cabirs,  myfterioufly  adored  of 

there  are  more  females  who  pra&ife  old,  were  of  a  fize  below  that  of 

gallantry,   only  becaufe  there  are  the  leaft  living  woman,  if  we  be* 

more  women  there  who  do  their  own  lieve  Herodotus ;    and  they  were 

wray,  and  follow,  unreJbained  where  worshipped  with  more  conftant  as 

naffion,  appetite*    or  imagination  well  as  more  fervent  devotion,  than 

lead  them.  -  the  fymmetrical  goddefc  of  Beauty 

.    To  try  Venetian  dames  by  Eng-  herielf. 

lifh  roles,  would  be  worfe  than  all        A  cuftom  which  prevails  here, 

the  tyranny  complained  of  when  of  wearing  little  or  no  rouge,  and 

Jbme  Eaft  Indian  was  condemned  increafing  the   native  palenefs  of 

upon  the  Coventry  aft  for  flitting  their  tins,  by  fcarce  lightly  wiping 

liis  wife's  nofe;  a  common  practice  the  very  white  powder  .from  their 

in  his  country,  and  perfectly  agree-  faces,  is  a  method  no  Frenchwoman 

able  to  cuftom  and  die  u/agt  in  pays,  of  quality  would  like  to  adopt ;  yet 

Here  is  no  ftrug£le  for  female  edu-  furely  the  Venetians  are  not  behind- 

cation  as  with  us,  no  refources  ia  hand  in  the  art  of  gaining;  admi- 

kudf,  no  duties  of  family-manage,  rers;  and  they  do  not,  like  their 

men! ;  no  bill  of  fare  to  be  looked  painters,  depend  upon  colouring  to 

over  in  the  morning,  no  account-  enfure  it. 

book  to  be  fettled  at  noon;  no  ne-        The  longevity  pf  this  incompa- 

ceffity  of  reading,  to  fupply  with-  rable  commonwealth  is  a  certaia 

oat  difgrace  the  evening's  chat;  no  proof  of  its  temperance,  exercife, 

laughing  at  the  cardVtable,  or  tit-  and  cheerfulnefs,  the  great  prefer- 

termg  m  the  corner  if  a  lap/us  lin-  vatives  in  every  body,  politic  as  well 

gute  has  produced  a  miftake,  which  as  natural.    Nor -mould  the  love  at 

malice  never  fails   to  record.     A  peace  be  left  out  of  her  eulogium, 

lady  in  Italy  is  fort  of  appkufe,  fo  who  has  fo  often  reconciled  contend- 

the  takes  little  pains  to  obtain  it.  ing  princes,  that  Thuaqus  gave  her, 

fome  centuries  ago,  due  pratte  for 

*  They  do  not  tafte  their  plea(tires  her  pacific  difpoution, .  fo  neceflary 

here,  they  fwallow  them  wfaols*  to  the  health  of  a  commercial  ftate, 

anil 
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and  called  her  city  cioitit  prudenti* 

ijjkina. 

Another  reafon  may  be  found  for 
the  long-continued  prosperity  of 
Venice,  in  her  conftant  adherence 
to  a  precept,  the  neglect  of  which 
muft  at  length  ftiake,  or  rather 
loofen  the  foundations  of  every 
ftate';  for  it  is  a  maxim  here,  hand- 
ed down  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration, that  change  breeds  more 
taifchief  from  its  novelty,  than  ad- 
vantage from  its  utility :— -quoting 
the  axiom  in  Latin,  it  runs  thus : 
If/a  mulatto  confuetudinis  magis  fer- 
lurbat  xwitate,  quam  adjwvat  Mili- 
tate. And  whe^i  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France  foliated  the  abrogation 
bf  one  of  the  Senate's  decrees,  her 
ambaflador  replied,  That  U  decreti 
ii  Fenexia  rajfbmgli  avano  poco  $ 
Qridi  di  Parigi  *,  meaning  the,  de- 
claratory publications  of  the  Grand 
Monarque,  —  proclaimed  to  -  day, 
perhaps,  repealed  to-morrow—"  for 
Sire,"  added  he,  u  our  fenate  deli- 
berates long  before  it  decrees,  but 
what  is  once  decreed  there  is  feldom 
or  fever  recalled.** 

The  patriotifm  inherent  in  tfcfc 
breads  of  individuals  makes  another 
ftrong  caufe  of  this  ftate's  exemp- 
tion from  decay:  they  fay  them- 
felves,  that  the  foul  of  old  Rome 
has  tranfmigrated  t£  Venice,  and 
that  every  galley  which  goes  into 
aft  ion  confiders  -itfelf  as  charged 
with  the  fate  of  the  commonwealth. 
Dulce  et  decorum  eft  pro  f  atria  mors, 
feenis  a  fentence  grown  obfolete  in 
other  Italian  hates,  but  is  ftill  in 
full  force  here;  and  I  doubt  not 
but  the  high-born  and  high-fouled 
Jadies  of  this  day,  would  willingly, 
as  did  their  generous  anceftors  in 

•  The  decrees  of  Venice  little  re* 
femble  the  ediQs  of  Paris. 


tfoo,  part  with  their  rings,  brace- 
lets, every  ornament,  to  make  ropes 
for  thofe  (hips  which  defend  their 
dearer  country. 

Moft  of  the  fecond  rank,  and  f 
believe- a//  of  the  iirtt  rank  among 
them,  have  fome  (hare  in  govern- 
ing the  reft;  it  is  therefoie  nece£- 
fary  to  exclude  ignorance,  and  na- 
tural to  encourage  focial  pleafures. 
Bach  individual  feels  his  own  im- 
portance, and  (corns  to  contribute 
to  the  degradation  of  the  whole, 
by  indulging  a  grofs  depravity  of 
manners,  or  at  lead  of  principles, 
Every  peribn  '  lifted  one  degree 
from  the  lowed,  finds  it  his  inte- 
rest as  well  a§  duty  to  love  his 
country,'  and  lend  his  Kttle  flip*, 
port  to  the  general  fabric  of  a  ftate 
they  all  -  know  how  to  relped; 
while  *he  very  vulgar  Willingly 
perform  the  condition  exalted,  and. 
punctually  pay  obedience  for  pro- 
tection. They  i  have  an  unlimited 
confidence  inthei*  rulers,  who  live 
amongft  them ;  and  can  defireonly 
their  utmoft  good.  Hvw  they  are 
■  governed,  cftmes  feldom  into  their 
Leads  to  enquire ;  *  Ch$  nefemjk 
&  •,"  fays  a  low  Venetian,  if  you 
aflc  him,  and  htntareufly  boints  at 
-a  ClarUfimo  pafling  by  while  you 
talk.  They  have  indeed  all  the 
reafon  to  be  Certain,  that  where 
the  power  is  divided  among  fuel* 
numbers,  one  will  fee  fuse  to  coun- 
teract another  if  mifehkf  towards 
the  whole  be  intended, 

R    O   M   £♦ 

This  is  the  firft  town  in  Italy  1 
have  arrived  at  yet,  where  the  ladies 
fairly  drive  up  and  down  a  long 
ftreet^  by  way  of  (hewing  their 
drefs,  equipages,  &c.  without  even 


*  Let  bim  look  te  that. 


a  pre- 
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a  pretence  of  taking  frefti  air.    Ac  told  me  this  mornings- ft  ruck  tnf 
Turin,  the  view   from,  tlie  place  fancy  much;  of  an  nerb-Womaiv 
deftined  to  this  amufement,  would  who  kept  a  ftall  here  urtbe  marked 
tempt  one  out  merely  for  its  own  and  who,  when  the  people  raft  oat 
fake ;  and  at  Milan  they  drive  along  flocking  to  fee  the  queen' of  ftap{e» 
a  planted  walk,  at  leaft  a  (tone's  as  fhe  patted,  began  exclaiming 'tg 
throw  beyond  the  gates.    Bologna,  her  neighbours— -u  Abt  pvuerd  Re- 
calls  its    ferious   inhabitants  to  a  ma!  tempo  fu  quand§  fa/So  f*i  fri* 
little   riling    ground,    whence   the  giotuera  la  regina  ZenAia ;  altrdctjk 
profpelt  is  luxuriantly  verdant  and  arnica,  robha  tutta  diverjk  di  qutji* 
imikng.    The  Lucca  baftions  are  reginnccla  •  1 " 
beyond  all  in  a  peculiar  ftyle  of  St.  Peter's  church  Is  incontet 
miniature  beauty;  and    even  the  tably  the  firft  object  in  this  city,  h 
florentines,  though  lazy  enough,  crowded  with  iuigle  figures:  that 
creep  out  to  Porto  St.  Gallo.    But  this  church  Jhould  be  built  in  the 
here  at  Roma  la  Santa,"  the  ftreet  form  of  a  Latin  crofs  inftead  of  a 
is  all  our  Corfo ;  a  fine  one  doubt-  Greek  one  may  be  wrong  for  aught 
lefs,  and  called  the  StraJa  del  Po-  I  know;  that  columns  would  have 
folo,  with  infinite  propriety,  for  ex-  done  better  than  piers  infide,  I  do 
cept  in  that  ftrada,  there  is  little  not  think.;  but  that  whatever  has 
populoufnefs  efcough,  God  knows,  been  done  by  man  might  have  been 
Twelve  men  to  a  woman  even  there,  done  better,  if  that  is  all  the  critics 
and  as  many-  ecclefiaftics  to  a  lay-  want,  I  readily  allow.   This  chuck 
man :  all  this  however  is  fair,  when  is,  after  all  their  objections,  nearer 
celibacy  is  once  enjoined  as  a  duty  to  perfect  than  any  other  building 
in  one  profeflton,  encouraged  as  a  in  the  world ;  ana  when  Michael 
virtue  in  all.  Angelo,  looking  at  the  Pantheon, 

Au  re/ie,  as  the  French  by,  we  faid,  "  Is  this  the  beft  our  vaunted 

muft  not  be  too  fur*  that  all  who  anceftors  could  do  ?  if  fo,  I  will 

drefs  like  Abates  are  fuch.    Many  fhew  the  advancement  of  the  art, 

gentlemen  wear  black  as  the  court  in  fufpending  a  dome  of  equal  fize 

garb;  many  becgufe  it  is  not  colli y,  to  this  up  in  the  air."    He  made  a 

and  many  for  reafons  of  mere  con-  glorious  boaft,  and  was  perhaps  the 

venience  and  diflikc  of  change.  only  perfon  ever  exiiling  who  cooM 

I   fee  not  here  the   attractive  have  performed  his  promife. 

beauty  which  caught  my  eye   at  The  figures  of  angels,  or  rather 

Venice ;  but  the  women  at  Rome  .cherubims,  eight  feet  Jiigh,  which 

have   a  moft  Juno-like   carriage,  fupport  the  vafes  holding  holy  wa- 

and  fill  up  one's  idea  of  Livia  and  ter,  as  they  are  made  after  the  6m 

Agrippina  well  enough.    The  men  of  babies,  do  perfectly  and  clofely 

have  rounder  faces  than  one  fees  in  reprefent   infants    of  eighteen  or 

xtthertownsl  think;  bright,  black,  twenty  months  old;  nor  till  ode 

and  ftimewhat  prominent  eyes,  with  comes  quite  elbfe  to  them  indeed* 

the  fined  teetl^  in  Europe.    A  ftory  is  it  poflible  to  difcern  that  they 

•  "  Ah,  poor  degraded  Rome  !  time  was,  my  dear,  when  the  great  Zeaoha 
patted  through  theie  Arrets  in  chains  r  anotherguefs  figure  from  this  Utile- 
Qoeeney,  in  good  time  I %,v 

are 
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>fe  coloflal.  This  is  brought  by 
fome  as  a  proof  of  the  exacts  pro- 
portions k«pt>  and  of  the  -  prodi* 
gious  (pace  occupied,  by  the  are£ 
of  thjs  immenfe  edifice ;  and  urged 
by  others,  as  a  peculiarity  of  the 
human  body  to  deceive  fo  at  a  dis- 
tance, moft  tmjuftly:  for  one  is 
fotprifed  exactly  in  th«  fame  man- 
ner by  the  doves  which  ornament 
the  church  in  various  parts  of  it. 
Tbtj  likewife  appear  of  the  natural 
fizc,  and  completely  within  one'* 
reach  uppn  entering  the  door,  but 
foon  as  approached,  recede  to  a 
confiderabre  height,  and  prove  theft- 
magnitude  nicely  proportioned  to 
that  of  the  angels,  and  other  deco- 
rations. 

The  canopied  altar,  and'  its  ap^. 
{Mirtenances,  arc  Hkejyife  all  col- 
loflal,  I  think,  when  they  teU  me  of 
feur  hundred  and  fifty  ^thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  bronze  brought 
from  the  Pantheon,  and  ufed  to 
form  the  wreathed  pillars  which 
fupport,  and  the'torfes  that  adorn 
it.  Yet  airy  lightnefs  and  exqui- 
fite  elegance,  are  tl>e  characleriftics 
of  the  fabric,  not  gloomy  great- 
Jiefs,  or  heavy  folidity.  How  im- 
inenfe  then  muft  be  the  ipace  it 
ftands  on  !  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
feven  of  my  fteps  carried  me  from 
the  door  to  the  end.  Warwick 
caftle  would  be  contained  in  its 
middle  aijle.  Here  are*  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  filver  lamps,  each 
larger  jh'an  I  could  lift,  conftantly 
burning  round  the  altar;  and  one 
never  fees  cither  them,  or  the 
light  they  difpenfe,  till  forced  upon 
the  obfervation  of  them,  fo  com- 
pletely are  they  loft  in  the  general 
grandeur  of  the  whole.  In  (hort, 
with  a  profuficto  of  wealth  *  that 
aftonifhes,    and   of  iplendour  that; 
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dazzles,  as  foon  as  yqu  enter  on 
an  examination  of  its  fecondary 
parts,  every  man's  firft  impreilion 
at  entering  St.  Peter's  church; 
muft  be  furprife  at  feeing  it  fo  clear  ' 
of  fuperfluous  ornament.  Getting 
on  the  top  of  this  ftupendous  edr- 
flce,  is  however  the  readieft  way 
to  fill  one's  mind  with  a  deferving 
notion  of  its  extent,  capacity,  anu 
beauty;  nor  is  any  operation  eafier, 
io  happily  contrived  is  the  aibent. 
Contrivance  here  is  an  ill-chofen 
word  too,  fo  luminous;  fo  convenient 
is  the  walk,  fo  ipacious  the  galle- 
ries befide,  that  all  idea  of  danger 
is  removed,  when  you  perceive  that 
even  round  the  undefended  cornice, 
our  king's  ftate  coach  might  b* 
moll  lafely  driven. 

The  monuments,  although  inj-  •• 
•comparable,  fcarcely  obtain  a  fhare 
of  your  admiration  for  the  firft  tteU 
times  of  your  furveying  the  place  ; 
'Guglielmo  della  Porta's  famous 
figure,  fupporting  that  dedicated 
to  the  memory  of  Paul  the  Third, 
•was  found  fo  happy  an  imitation 
of  female  beauty  by  fome  madman* 
here  however,  that  it  is  laid  he  wa's 
inflamed  with  a  Pigmalion -like- 
'paffion  for  it,  of  which  the  PontiJF 
"hearing,  commanded  the  ftatue  tp 
be  draped.  The  fteps  at  almoft 
the  end  of  this  church  we*  have  all 
heard  were  porphyry,  and  fo  they 
are;  how  many  nunc  red  feet  long 
I  have  now  forgotten : — no  matter  ; 
what  I  have  not  forgotten  is,  that 
I  thought  as  I  looked  at  them— 
why  fo  they  Jbould  be  porphyry— 
and  that  was  all.  While  the  \srffc s 
and  cifterns  of  the  fame  beautifuj 
fubftance  at  Villa  Borghefe  a>»  '. 
'tracled  my  wonder;  and  Clement 
X.'s  urn,  at  St.  John,  de  Lateran, 
appeared  to  me  an  urn  fitter  for 
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the  afhes  of  an  Egyptian  monarch, 
Buflris    or    Sefoftris,   than    for  a 
Chriftian  prieft  or  fovereign,  fince 
iiniverfal  dominion  has  been  abo- 
liihed.  Nothing,  however,  can  look 
"  very  grand  in  St.  Peter's  church  ; 
and  though  I  faw  the  general  be- 
^edidlion  given   (I  hope  partook 
it)  ..upon  Eafter  Day,  my  conftant 
Impreffion    was,    that   the  people 
were  below  the  place;  no  pomp, 
no  glare,  no  dove  and  glory  on  the 
chair  of  Hate,  but  what  looked  too 
little  for  the  area  that  contained 
.them.    Sublimity  difdains  to  catch 
the   vulgar  eye,  ihe  elevates  the 
foul;  nor  can  long-drawn  procef- 
fions,  or  fpkndid  ceremonies,  fuffice 
to  content  thofe  travellers  who  feek 
fi>r  images  that  never  tarnifh,  and 
for  truths  that  never  can  decay. 
Pius  Sextus,  in  his  morning  drefs, 
paying  his  private  devotions  at  the 
altar,  without  any  pageantry,  and 
with  very  few  attendants,  itruck 
me  more  a  thouiand  and  a  thoufand 
times,  than  when,  arrayed  in  gold, 
'in  colours,  and  diamonds,  he  was 
carried  to  the  front  of  a  balcony 
big  enough  to  have  .contained  the 
conclave;    and  there,  fhaded    by 
two  white  fahs,  which  though  real- 
ly enormous,  looked  no  larger  than 
that  a  girl  carries  in  her  pocket, 
pronounced  words  which  on  account 
of  the  height  they  came  from  were 
difficult  to  hear. 

All  this  is  known  and  felt  by  the 

managers  of  thele  theatrkaliexhibi" 

tions  fo  certainly,  that  they  judici- 

,  «ufly  con^ne  great  part  of  'them  to 

the  Cafella    $eftini9   which  being 

"large  enough  to  imprefs  the  mind 

.  with  Its  iblemnity*  and  not  fpacious 

enough  for  the  priefts,  congrega- 

.  tion,  and~all,  to  be  U>&  in  it,  is  well 

-adapted  for  thofe  various  fiindionj 


that  really  make  Rome  a  fcene  of 
perpetual  gala'  during  the  holy 
week;  which  an  Engliih  friend 
here  protefted  to  me  he  had  never 
fpent  with  fo  little  devotion  in  his 
life  before.  The  mi/erere  has,  how- 
ever, a  ftrong  power  over  one's 
nlind— tike  ablence  of  all  inftru- 
mental  munc,  the  fteadinefs  of  fo 
many  human  voices,  the  gloom  of 
the  place,  the  pifture  of  Michael 
Angelo's  laft  judgment  covering  its 
walls,  united  with  the  mourning 
drefs  of  the  ipe&ators— is  altoge- 
ther calculated  with"  great  ingenui- 
ty to  give  a  fudden  ftroke  to  the 
imagination,  and  kindle  that  tem- 
porary blaze  of  devotion  it  is  wifely 
enough  intended  to  excite.^ 


J c count  of  a  fingular  Cuftom  at  Me- 
*  telin,  tuithfome  Conjectures  on  the 
Antiquity  of  its  Origin.  By  the 
Right  Honourable  James  Earl  cf 
Charlemont,  Prefident  R.  L  A* 
Front  the  T.ranfaclions  of  the  Ryd 
Irifh  Academy*  1789* 

T  Hough  the  extreme  bwuty 
and  amenity  of  the  Greciaa 
iflands,  efpecially  thofe  on, the  Afi- 
atic  fide  of  the  Egean  fea,  may 
render  it  difficult  to  make  a  choice 
among  them,  yet,  if  I  were  defired 
to  declare  a  preference,  £  fhould 
probably  fix  on  Metelin,  the  an- 
cient Lefbos.  — This  enchanting 
ifland,  proud  of  the  birth  of  Al- 
caeus  and  of  Sappho,  irilT  retains 
thofe  charms  which  gave  rife  and 
infpiration  to  their  poetry;  and 
though  its  groves  no  more  refound 
with  their  facred  ftrains,  the  caufe 
that  infpired  them  ftill  ftems  to 
exift,  and  love  Hill  lingers  in  his 
favourite  retreat.—  • 
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Spiral  idhuc  Amar 
Vivuntque  comooifli  Caioret 
M&k  Fidibus  Pucllae  1 

Nature  here  reigns  triumphant, 
and  by  (hewing  what  ihe  can  per- 
form alone  and  nnaflifted,  teaches 
ps  to  defpife  the  weak  efforts  of  her 
inadequate  mimick.— The  moun- 
tains, whofe  rugged  tops  exhibit  a 
pleating  interfperfion  of  rocks  and 
of  pine  groves,  have  their  green 
fides,  for  many  miles  along  the 
coafl,  covered  with  olives,  whofe 
lefs  agreeable  verdure  is  corrected, 
embeUifhed,  and  brightened  by  a 
lively  mixture  of  bays  and  of  lau- 
rels afpiring  to  the  height  of  foreft 
trees,  of  myrtles,  pomegranates,  and 
of  arbutes,  rich  at  once  in  blofTom 
and  in  berry,  of  mulberries  growing 
wild,  and  laden  with  fruit,  and  of 
tvtry  other  tree 

Of  nohleft  kind  for  fight,  fmell,  telle ! 

While  the  luxuriant  vine,  climb- 
•  ing  wild  and  unreftrained  even  to 
their  topmoft  branches,  adorns  and 
enriches  them  with  its  vivid  green, 
and  with  its  •  cluttering  fruit.  — 
Winter  is  here  unknown.— The  cli- 
mate forbids  it.— The  verdure  is 
perpetual,  and  the  frequency  of 
evergreens  gives  to  December  the 
colour  of  June.-— The  parching  heat 
of  fummer  is  never  felt. — The  thick 
fhade  of  trees,  and  thpufands  of 
cryftal  fprings,  which  every  where 
arife,  and  form  themfelves  into  un- 
numbered rivulets,  joined  to  the 
refreihing  fea  breeze,  the  conflant 
companion  and  corrective  of  noon- 
tide heat,  qualify  the  burning  air, 
and  render  the  year  a  never-ending 
May— 

■      i  ■         '  .    ■  Airs,  vernal  airs ! 
Breathing,  tfasJatU  tf  field  a*d  groT«> 
ftttuae 


The  trembling  leaves,  while  umverfalPan, 
Knit  with  the  Graces,  and  the  Hours  ia 
dance,  _ 
'  Leads  on  the  eternal  fpring  !— 

No  wonder  then  if  the  inhabi- 
tants, the  better  to  enjoy  thefe  va- 
rious beauties,  mould  conitruft  their 
houfes  in  the  following  peculiar 
manner:— each  houfe  is  a  fquare 
tower  neatly  built  of  hewn  ftone, 
fo  high  as  to  overtop  the  trees,  and 
to  command  a  view  of  the  fea  and 
neighbouring  iflands.— The  lower 
{lories  are  granaries  and  flore- 
houfes,  and  the  habitable  apart- 
ments are  all  at  the  top,  to  which 
you  afcend  by  a  (tone  flair,  built, 
for  the  moil  part,  on  the  outfide, 
and  furrounding  the  tower,  fo  that 
from  the  apartments  the  trees  are 
overlooked,  and  the  whole  country 
is  ieen,  while  the  habitations  them- 
felves*.  which  are  very  numerous, 
.peering  ^bove  the  groves,  add  life 
and  variety  to  the  enchanting  pro- 
ipeel,  and  give  an  air  of  human 
population  to  thefe  woodlands, 
which  might  otherwife  be  fuppofed 
.  the  region  of  Dryads,  of  Naiads, 
and  of  Satyrs. 

But  the  charms  of  this  delightful 
fpot  have  fo  far  transported  my 
imagination,  that  I  have  almoffc 
forgotten  the  fubjeft  of  which,  in 
this  eflay,  I  meant  to  treat,  and 
which  is  no  other  than  a  remarka- 
ble and  fingular  cuftpm  of  this 
ifland,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  itfelf, 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  never  yet  de- 
tailed by  any  traveller. 

The  women  here  feem  to  have 
arrogated  to  themfelves  the  depart- 
ment and  privileges  of  the  men,— 
Contrary  to  the  ufage  of  all  other 
countries,  the  eldeft  daughter  here 
inherits,  and  the,fons,  like  daugh- 
ters every  where  eife,  are  portioned 
off  withrtmall  dowers,  or,  which  is 
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frill  w'orfe,  turned  utit/pennylefs,  to 
leek  their  fortune.— If  a  man  has 
two  daughters,   the  elded,  at    her 
marriage,  is  entitled  to  all  her  mo- 
ther's pofTeffions,  whkh  are-  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  family  eftate, 
as  the  mother,  keeping  up  her  pre- 
rogative, never  parts  with  the  power 
over  any  portion  of  what  fhe  has 
broughtinto  the  family,  until  (he  is 
forced  into  it  by  the  marriage  of 
her  daughter,  andr  the  fether  alfo  is 
compelled  to  rum  himielf  by  add- 
ing whatever  he  may  have  fcraped 
together  by  his  induftry. — The  fe- 
cond  danghter  inherits  nothing,  and 
is  condemned  to    perpetual  celi- 
bacy.—She  is  ftyled  a  Calogria, 
which  fignifies  properly  a  religious 
woman  or  nun,  and  is  in  effect  me- 
taial  fervant  to  her  fifter,  being  em- 
ployed by  her  in  any  office  (be  may 
think  fit  to  impofe,  frecf  uentljf  ferv- 
ing  her  as  waiting  maid,' as  cook, 
and  often  in  employments  flill  mote 
degrading.— She  wears  a  habit  pe- 
culiar to  her  Situation,  which  fhe 
can  never  change,  a  fort  of  mo- 
naftick  drefsj  coarfe,  and  of  dark 
brown.  .One  advantage  however  fhe 
enjoys  over  her  filler,  that  whereas 
the  elder,  before  marriage,  is  never 
allowed  to  go  abroad,  or  to  Tee  any 
man,  her  neareft  relations  only  ex- 
cepted, the  Calogria,  except  when 
employed  in  domfeftick  toil,  is  in 
this  refpecYat  perfect  liberty.— But 
when  the  fifter  is  married,  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  poor  Calogria  becomes 
defperate  indeed,  and  is  rendered 
ftill  more  humiliating  by  the  com- 
parison between  her  condition  an4 
that  of  her  happy  miftrefs.     The 
married  fifter  enjoys  every  Tort  of 
liberty— the  whole  family  fortune 


is  her's,  and  file  fpenda  it  as  (he* 
pleafe*— her-  hulband  is  her  obse- 
quious fdrvant— her  father  and  mo- 
ther are  dependant  .upon  her— fiie 
drefies    in    the    molt    magnificent 
manner,  covered  all' Over,  according 
to  the  fafhion  of  the  ifland,  with 
pearls  and   with    pieces   of  gold, 
which    are    commonly    fequins*; 
thus  continually  carrying  about  her 
the  .  enviable   marks   of  affluenca 
anil  fuperiority,  while  the  wretched 
Calogria  follows  her  as  a  fervant* 
arrayed  in  iimple  homefpun  brown, 
and  without  the  moil  diftant  hope 
of  ever  changing  her  condition. 
Such  a  difparity  may  feem  intole* 
ral>Ic,  but  what  will  not  cuftom  re- 
concile? Neither  are   the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  family  yet  at  an  end— 
The  father  and  mother,  with  what 
little  is  left  them,  contrive  by  their 
induftry  to    accumulate  a  fecond 
little  fortune,   and  this,    if  fay 
fhould  have  a  third  daughter,,  they 
are  obliged  to  ^ite  to  her  upon  her 
marriage,  and  the  fourth,  if  there 
ihould  be  one,  becomes  her  Calo- 
gria; and  fo  on  through  all  the 
daughter  alternately.      Whenever 
the  daughter  is  marriageable,  (he 
,  can  by  cuftom  compel  the  father 
to  procure  her  a  hufband,  and  the 
mother,  fuch  is  the  power  of  habit, 
is  foolifti  enough  to  join  in  teazittg 
him  into  an  immediate  compliance,, 
though    its  conferences  muft  h& 
equally  fatal  and  ruinous  to  both 
of  them.     From  hence  it  happen* 
that  nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  fee  the  old  father  and  Blotter 
reduced   to  the  utmoft  indigence, 
and  even*  begging  about  the'ftreets,* 
while  their  unnatural  daughters  are 
in  aiHuence ;  and  we  ourfehrs  hatfe 


•  This  fpecies  of  finerr,  which  prevails  through  many  of  the  Jflands,  is  never 
worn  in  Mctei in,  but  when  full  drefs  is  deemed  necelfary.  ■ 
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frequently  been  fbcwq  the.  eldcft* 
.daughter  parading  it  through  the 
town  in  the  greateft  fplendour,  while 
her  mother  and  fifter  follpwed  her 
as  fervants,  and  made  a  melancholy 
part  of  her  attendant  train. 

The  fons,  as  foo.n  as  tr>ejr  are  pf 
an  age  to  gain  a  livelihood,  arc 
turned  out  of  the  family,  fometimes 
with  a  finall  prefe.nt  or  portion, 
but  more  frequently  without  any 
thing  to'fupport  them;  and  thu* 
reduced,  they  either  endeavour  %6 
live  by  their  labpur,  or,  which  js 
moue  ufual,  go  on  board  fome  trad- 
ing veflel  as  failors  or  as  fervants, 
remaining  abroad  till  they  have  got 
together  iome  competency,  and  tjnem 
returning  home  Jto  marry  and  to  be 
hen-pecked.  Some  few  there  are 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the 
Turkiih  law,  break  through  this 
whimsical  cuftom,  who  marry  their 
Calogyias,  and  retain  to  themfelves 
a  competent  provifion;  but  thefe 
,  are  accounted  men  pf  a  lingular 
and  even  criminal  djifpofition,  and 
are  hated  and  deJpi&d  as  confbr- 
.  mills  to  Tuxkiih  manners,  and  de- 
fer ters  of  their  nat£v,e  customs ;  fo 
that  we  may  fuppofe  they  are  few 
indeed  who  .have  the  boldnefs  jo 
depart  from  the  manners  of  their 
country,  to. adopt  t&e  ^uftoms  pf 
their  detcfted  matters,  and  to  brave 
the  contempt,  the  2erifipn,  and  the 
hatred  of  their  neighbours  and  fel- 
low-citizens. 

Of  all  thefe  extraordinary  parti- 
culars :t  was  informed  by  the  French 
conful,  a  man  pf  fenie  and  of  in- 
difputable  veracity,  w^p  had  re- 
JWed  in  this  iflanpl  fox  feveral  years, 
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and  who  folemnly  aflured  me,  that 
every  circumftance  was  true ;  but 
indeed  our  own  observation  left  u* 
without  the  leaft  rpom  for  dpubt, 
and  the  ijngular  appearance  anji 
deportment  of  the  ladies  fully  e- 
vinced  the  truth  of  our  friend's 
relation.  Jn  walking  through  tfye 
town  it  is  eafy  td  perceive,  from  the 
whimfical  manners  of  the  'female 
pafTengers,  that  the  women,  accord- 
ing to  the  vulgar  phrafe,  wear  the 
breeches.  They  frequently  ftoppe^ 
us  in  the  ftreets,  examined  our  arefs, 
interrogated  us  with  a  bold  and 
manly  air  *,  laughed  at  our  foreign 
garb  and  appearance,  and  (hewed 
iq  little  attention  to  that  decent 
modefty,  which  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
the  true  chara&erjc  of*  the  fex, 
that  there  is  everv  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe they  would,  in  fpite  of  their 
haughtinefs,  be  the '  kmdeft  ladies 
upon  earth,  if  they  were  not  ftri6t- 
ly  watghed  by  the  Turks,  who  are 
here  very  numerous,  and  would  be 
ready  to  punifh  any  tranfgreffion  of 
their  ungallant  laws  with  arbi- 
trary fines.  But  nature  and  native 
manners  will  often  baffle  the  efforts 
even  of  tyranny.  In  all  ttjteif 
cuftoms,  thefe  manly  ladies  feem  to 
have  changed  fexes  with  the  men. 
—The  woman  rides  aftride— the 
man  fits  .fideways  upon  the  horfe* 
Nav,  I  have  been  allured  that  the 
humand's  diftinguifhing  appellation 
his  wife's   family  name.-^The 


is 


women    have    tpwn    and  country 
houfes,  in  the  management  of  whiqh 
the  hufban$t  never  dares  interfere. 
—Their   gardens,   their    fervants 
are  all  their  own ;  and  the  hujband 


*  In  the  nineteenth  epiftlc  of  the  4xrft  book,  Horace  applies  an  epithet  to  Sappho, 
*htch  might  yitji  great  aptnefs  he  given  to-  her  prejent  countrywomen  i 

"  Tenpp««it  Archilpcfci  Mufam  pede  mafcyla  Sapj>hV* 
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from  every  ciruumftance  of  his  be- 
haviour, appears  to  be  no  other 
than  his  woe's  firft  domeftic,  per- 
petually bound  to  her  fervice,  and 
nave  to  her  caprice.  Hence  it  is 
that  a  tradition  obtains  in  the 
•ountry,  that  this  ifland  was  for- 
merly  inhabited  by  Amazons,  a 
tradition  however  founded  upon  no 
ancient  hiftory  that  I  know  of.  Sap- 
pho indeed,  the  moll  renowned  fe- 
aiale  that  this  ifland  has  ever  pro- 
duced, is  faid  to  have  had  manly 
inclinations,  in  which,  as  Lucian 
informs  us,  fhe  did  but  conform 
with  the  Angular  manners  of  her 
countrywomen;  but  I  do  not  find 
that  the  mode  in  which  fhe  chofe  to 
mew  thefe  inclinations  is  imitated 
by  the  prefent  female  inhabitants* 
who  feem  perfectly  content  with 
the  dear  prerogative  of  abfolute 
fway,  without  endeavouring  in  any 
other  particular  to  change  the 
courfe  of  nature ;  yet  will  this  cir- 
cumftance  ferve  to  fhew  that  the 
women  of  Leibos  had  always  fome- 
thing  peculiar,  and  even  peculiarly 
mafcuiine,  in*  their  manners  and 
propenfities.  But  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  certain  that  no  country  what- 
foever  can  afford  a  more  perfect  idea 
of  an  Amazonian  commonwealth, 
or  better  ferve  to  render  probable 
thofe  ancient  relations  which  our 
manners  would  induce  jus  to  efteem 
incredible,  than  this  ifland  of  Mete- 
lin.  Thefe  lordly  ladies  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  very  handfome  in  fpite 
of  their  drefs,  which  is  Angular 
and  difadyantageous.  Down  to  the 
girdle,  which,  as  in  the  old  Grecian 
garb,  is  raifed  far  above  what  we 
iffually  call  the  waift,  they  wear 
nothing  but  a  fhift  of  thin  and 
tranfparent  gauze,  red,  green,  or 
hrown,  through  which  every  thing 
is  vifible,  their  breafts  only  tKeflu 
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ed,  which  they  cover  with  a  fort, 
of  handkerchief;  and  this,  as  wa 
were  informed,  the  .  Turks  have 
obliged  them  to  wear,  while  they 
look  upon  it  as  an  incumbrance, 
and  as  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
Turkifh  tyranny.  Long  fleeves  of 
the  fame  thin  material;  perfe&Ir 
fhew  their  arms  even  to  the  fhoat 
der.  Their  principal  ornaments  tie 
chains  of  pearl,  to  which  they  hanj 
fmall  pieces  of  gold  coin.  Thar 
eyes  are  large  and  fine ;  and  the 
nofe,  which  we  term  Grecian,  nfu- 
ally  prevails  among  them,  as  it 
does  indeed  among  the  women  tf 
all  thefe  iflands.  Their  complex- 
ions are  naturally  fine,  hut  they 
fpoil  them  by  paint,  of  which  the? 
make  abundant  ufe,  and  they  &•' 
figure  their  pretty  faces7  by  {having 
the  hinder  part  of  the  eyebrow* 
and  replacing  it  with  a  ftrart  fine 
of  hair,  neatly  applied  with  feme 
fort  of  gum,  the  brow  being  thus 
continued  in  a  ftrait  and  narrow 
line  till  it  joins  the  hair  on  etch 
fide  of  their  face.  They  are  weS 
made,  of  the  middle  fize,  and,  for 
the  moil  part,  plump;  but  they  tie 
diilinguifhed  by  nothing  fo  much 
and  fo  univerfally,  as  by  a  haughty, 
difdainful,  and  fupercilious  "air,  with, 
which  they  feem  to  look  down  upon 
all  mankind  aa  creatures  of  an  lift* 
rior  nature,  born  for  their  fervke, 
and  doomed  to  be  their  Haves;  nei- 
ther does  this  peculiarity  of  counte- 
nance in  any  degree  diminifh  their 
natural  beauty,  DUt  rather  adds  to 
it  that  fort  of  bewitching  attraction, 
which  the  French  call  piqu&tt.  - 
In  the  fequel  of  this  paper,  !«4 
Charlemont  has  endeavoured  with' 
great  learning.aud  ingenuity  to  trace 
the  origin  of  this  extraordinary 
cuftom  up  to  the  firft  fettlemevt  of 
the  ifland  by  the  Lycians,  accord- 
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fag  to  Diodorus,  thirty  or  forty  cen- 
turies ago ;  amongft  whom  we  have 
the  authority  of  Plutarch,  that  the 
fame,  ufages  prevailed.  It  would 
indeed,  as  he  adds,  be  whimfically 
curious,,  if  we  could  allow  ourfelves 
to  imagine  that  a  Angular  cuftom 
at  this  day  fubfifting  could  be 
traced  back  to  an  origin  fo  very 
remote,  and  fhould  have  taken  its 
rife  in  a  period  when  the  world 
was  yet  in  its  infancy ;  or  that  the 
relations  of  Diodorus  and  of  Plu- 
tarch, which,  confidering  the  times 
of  which  they  treat, '  might,  with 
muchx  appearance  of  reafon,  be 
deemed  fabulous,  fhould  be  corro* 
borated,  and*  as,  it  were,  authenti- 
cated by  a  cuftom  at  this  day  fub- 
iifting. 


Curious  Letter  from  the  Tefhoo  La- 
iqa  to  Governor  Haftings;  from 
Tranjkaions  of  the  Royal  Edin- 
burgh Society, 

MR.  Maconochie  communicat- 
ed from  Robert  Bogle,  of 
Daldowie,  efq.  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
written  in  1773,  by  the.  Tefhoo 
Lama  of  Thibet,  to  Warren  Has- 
tings* efquire,  governor  general  of 
Bengal,  while  a  brother  of  Mr, 
Bogle's  was  refiding  at  the  Lama's 
court,  as  envoy  from  Mr.  Haftings. 
Mr.  Maconochie  remarked,  that  the 
turn  of  thought  and  expreflion  ren- 
dered the,  letter  a  very  great  curio - 
iity  ;  but  that  it  was  ft  ill  more  in- 
terefting  on  two  accounts :  ift,  That 
it  eftablifhed  beyond  all  queftion, 
that  the  Tefhoo-  Lama,  though  a 
pontiff  of  inferior  rank  to  the  Da- 
lai Lama,  is  underftood  to  poflefs 
the  foul  of  faints,  or  divine  perfon- 
ages  that  flouriflied  in  former  times,' 
and  tfr  retain  the  remembrance  of 


what  happened  to  thtm  in  tbofe 
paft  periods  of  exiftence.  2dly. 
That  the  fame  places  which  are  re-* 
garded  in  Bengal  as  peculiarly  fa- 
cred,  are  likewife  regarded  by  thfc 
religion  of  Fo  as  holy;  that  the 
Tefhoo  Lama,  in  fome  of  his  former 
ftates  of  exiftence,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  refuted  in  thofe  plaeee;  that 
the  Ganges,  fo  revered  among  the 
Brahmins,  is  alfo  revered  by  the 
worfhippers  of  Fo;  and  that  the 
reference  by  the  followers  of  that 
religion  in  Japan  to  fome  region 
in  India,  as-  the  origin  and  holy 
land  of  their  faith,  is  here  as- 
certained to  belong  to  Bengal* 
Thefe  circumftances,  he  thought, 
fuggefted  very  important  reflections 
with  regard,  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
religions  of  Eaftern  Ana* 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 

From  Teshoo  Lama  to  the 
Governor. 

Received  the  ltd  July,  1775* 

«  Mr.  Bogle,  whom,  out  of  your 
kindnefs,  you  were  pleafed  to  fend 
into  this  quarter,  having  (thank 
God)  arrived  here  in  perfect  health, 

"I  had,  at  an  aufpicious  hour,  the 
pleafure  of  an  interview  with  him, 
and  was  rendered  fb  completely 
happy  on  the  occafion,  that  it  might 
in  reality  have  boen  thought  an  in- 
terview* with  yourfelf.  The  letter 
which  you  addrefled  to  me,  and  the 
prefents  you  fent  by  Mr.  Bogle,  I 

.  have  likewife  received  fafe.  May 
your  happinefs  and  profperity  daily 

.  increafe,  AH  the  particulars  which 
Mr.  Bogle  verbally,  reprefented  to 
me,  I  perfectly  underfland.  You 
were  pleafed  to  wire  me,  th*t  you 
had  fent  orders  for  cibbUflung 
peace  with  the  Debe  Dq  'i,  Tree- 
able  to  my  requcft.  True;  the 
E  4  please 
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plearare  thefe  particulars  gave  me, 
it  is  impoffible  to  exprefs.    When 
.  you,  oat  of  pure  frienafbip,  are  in- 
duced thus  readily  to  comply  with 
a  requeft  of  mine,  what  return  can 
1  make  ybu  for  it,  but  offer  you 
my  prayers?    You  have  laid  me 
under  an  obligation  to  you  for  ever ; 
and  I  hope  that  you  will  every 
iwhere  prove  vi&oriou*    and  fuc- 
cefsful.    What  can  I  fay  to  you 
of  my  own  nutation  ?   In  'former 
ages,  I  repeatedly  received  my  ex- 
igence from    Allahabad,  Benares, 
l*atna,  Purnea,  and  Other  places  in 
Bengal  and   Orifla;  and    having 
%  fever  enjoyed  much  happinefs  from 
thofe  places,  I  have  imbibed  a  par- 
.   liality  for  them;  and  a  nncere  love 
and  affection  for  their  inhabitants 
.  are  ftr'ongly  impjeffed  on  my  heart. 
The  well-known  place  of  Outra- 
gund  gave  me  my  laft  exigence ; 
and  thanks  be  to  God,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  quarter  are  all  content 
and  fatisfied  with  me.    Where  my 
spiritual  effence  will  transmigrate 
'to  next,  will  hereafter  be  feen.     At 
yrefent,  here  I  fit  in  this  icy  coun- 
try, in  obedience  and  fubje&ion  to 
the  emperor  of  China.     I  have  long 
lad  a  defire  of  feeing  you,  and  the 
dominions  and  people  over  whom 
you  rule ;  but  hitherto  many  caufes 
have  occurred  to  prevent  me,  what- 
ever may  happen  in  future.     My 
travelling  fo  far  as  your  country, 
to    obtain    a    perfonal    interview 
with  you,  muft,  however,   be  in- 
tended, with  many  unfurmountable 
difficulties,  and  Providence  has  de- 
creed, that  we  mould  be  at  this  ne- 
fceflary  diftanCe  f  om  each    other, 
from  this  consideration,  *1  am  in- 
duced to  requeft  that  you  will  grant 
jme  a  piece  of  ground  near 'the  fea- 
ittde,  that  I  may  buiJd  a  houfo,  of 


worihjp  thereupon  ;  and  for  Ac  ex- 
pences  of  building  it,  I  have  lent  an 
hundred  pieces   df  gold  by  Mr. 
Bogle,  together  'tfrith  fome  carpers, 
cloths,  and  other  neccflaries,  which 
he  will  fhew  you,  for  the  decora- 
tion of  it ;  and  I  requeft  that,  you 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  let  the 
houft  be  immediately  built,  and  the 
things  put  up ;  and  as  fbon  as  *  the 
cold  feafon  lets  in,  I  will  certainly 
difpatch  to  you  fome  of  my'own 
people,  if  not  ffome  of  the  family    < 
Of  the  Lama,  whb  is  patron  of  the 
emperor  of  China.      I  hope  that 
you  will  receive  them  with  kind- 
r.efs,  and  fend  fome  tif  your  own 
fervants  with  them,  to*  vrfit  every 
place  of  worfhip  at  Aflahabad,  Be- 
nares,  &c.   for  the    difcharge   of 
their    religious     duties.      As   this 
country  is  under  the  abfolute  fove- 
reignty  of  the  emperor  of  China, 
who  maintains  an  active  and  unre- 
*kxed  control   over  all  its  affairs; 
and  as  the  forming  of  any  connec- 
tion   or    friendfhip   with    foreign 
powers  is  contrary  to  his  pleafure, 
it  will  frequently  be  out   of  my 
power  to.difpatdi  any  roeflengers 
to  you.    However,  it  will  be  im- 
poffible  to  efface  the  remembrance 
of  you  out  of  my  mind;  and  I 
mall  always  pray  for  the  increafe 
of  your  happinefs  and  profoerity, 
and,  in  return,  I  hope  you  will  fre- 
quently favour  me  with  accounts  of 
your  health.    To  avoid  troubling 
you,  -and  intruding  longer   upon 
your  time  with  my  incorrect  ftyfo 
1  mall  conclude  this,  but  beg  you 
will  favour   me  with  aa  aiuVer; 
and  I  fhall  take  an  opportunity  of 
addreffingyou  by  every  perfotf-who 
goes  from  hence  into  your  part  of 
the  world.    I  hav*  represented  all 
partictthfs  to  Mr.  Bogle,  who  will 

communis 
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jBomraunicate  them  to  ypu,  M&  I 
Jiope  you  will  confent  to  them.' 

.    [On  a  Jhf orate  paper.] 

% «  Having,  in  compliance  witlj 
jfiy  rtjqaeft,  put  an  $nd  to  hofltlities 
with  the  Debe  Raja,  an<J  eftablifhed 
a  peace  with  him,  you  have  thereby 
conferred  upon  me  the  greateft  obli- 
gation. As  a  teftkdontr  whereof, 
I  fend  you  a  prefem  of  a  few  things; 
and,  although  not  worth  accept- 
ance, I  beg  you  will  accept  of  them, 
inerely  upon  this  consideration,  that 
a  greet?  Jteaf  is  :%•  prcfenfc  fcpm  f 


Lift  ofpfi/eutSf 

8  Pieces  of  China  fatin, 
I  Silver  talent  of  China, 
i  Pelong  handkerchief. 

«f  I  can  make  no  fuitable  return 
for  your  friendfhip  from  this  part 
of  the.  world,  and  I  hope  you  will 
4xcufe  it.  Poorun  Kcr  Cufooo 
will  have  the  honour  of  paying  hi» 
refpects  tq  ypu;  and  I  hope  you 
will  grant  him  your  favour  and  pro-» 
te&ion  in  the  bu£ne&  With  which 
he  m  catnip* 


•   &S*     ' 
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Account  of  the  Bottquetin,  or  Moun~  mayor  to  the  fbuth  of  Mont  Blanc* 

tain  Gaat ;  from  t.Coxe'j  Travels,  thofe   heights   which    lie    between 

in  Switzerland,  vol.  ii.  MontBlanc  and  the  frontiers  of  .the 

Vallais,  and   the  mountains  wkjch 

IObferved.at  Michael  Paccard's,  border  the  Val  Savarenche ;  bot  it 

a  guide  of  Chamouny,  a  head  is  met  with  more  abundantly  in  .tht 

and  horns  of  the  male  bouquet'™ >  or  mountains  of  the  valley  of  Cogne, 

mountain-goat,  and  fluffed  fpeci-  which  is  the  frontier  of  the  valley 

mens  of  a  female  and  a  young  one.  of  Dent  in  Piedmont ;  and  almoli 

As  this  animal  is  extremely  rare,  always  frequents  thofe  parts  that 
and  inhabits  the  higheft  and  aim  oft  have  a  fouthern  afpedt. 
inaccefUble  mountains,  the  defcrip-  The  feveral  names  by  which  the 
tions  of  it  have  been  very  inaccu-  bouquetin  is  known  in  different  lan- 
rate  and  confufed.    But  a  new  light  guages,  are,  in  Greek,  by  Homer  ana 
has  been  lately  thrown  on  the  fub-  iElian,A»|ay£to$;  Latin,  Ibex, which 
je&  by  Dr.  Girtanner  of  St.  Gal-  name  has   been  adopted  by  moll 
Jen,  and  by  M.  van  Berchem,  fe-  modern  naturalifts ;  Italian,  Copra 
cretary  to  the  Society   of  Sciences  Selvatica;  German  and  Swifs,  Stein- 
at  Laufanne;  and  although  thefe  bocb,  or  Rock -goat,  the  female, 
two  naturalifts  differ  in  tome  in-  Etagney  or  Ybfchett  and   Ybfchmfh 
fiances,  yet  their  joint  labours  have  perhaps    from    the    Latin    Ibex ; 
aflifted  in  afcertaining  the  nature  Flemifh,  Wildgbeit;  French,  Bou~ 
and  ceconomy  of  this  curious  ani-  quetin,   anciently    Bouc-eftain*   th^ 
snal.  The  following  account,  there-  German    name    reverfed.      Belctt 
fore,  of  the  bouquetin,  is   drawn  named    it   Hircus  ferus  ;    Briffon, 
principally  from  their  obfervations  Hircus  Ibex  ;  Linns  us,  Capra  Jbexi 
in  Rozier's  Journal,  and  from  ad-  Pennant,   the  Ibex ;  and  Dr.  Giiv 
ditional  information  obligingly  com-  tanner,  Capra  Jlpina.  I  have  adopt- 
in  unica  ted-  to  me  by  M.  van  Ber-  ed  the  name  of  Bouquetin,  becaufe 
chem  hirafelf.  ^  it  is  the  provincial  appellation  of 

This  animal  is  now  chiefly  found  the  animal  in  the  Alps, 
upon  that  chain  which  ftretches  The  fyftematic  naturalifts  agree 
from  Dauphine  through  Savoy  to  in  taking  the  fpeciik  character  of 
the  confines  of  Italy,  and  princi-  the  bouquetin  from  the  beard,  and 
pally  on  the  alps  bordering  on  the  horns,  which  they  defcribe  at 
Mont  Blanc,  which  is  the  moft  ele-  knobbed  along  the  upper  or  ante- 
dated part  of  that  chain.  Its  parti-  rior  furface,  and  reclining  towards 
.cola/  haunts  are  the  valley  of  Cor-  the  back. 

,.-.'*■    '1    •      '  Tht 


NATURAL  HISTORY.          59 

The  -male  bouquetin,  is  larger  along  the  back  is  fcarcely  difccrn- 

than  the  tame  goat,  bn$  refembles  ible. 

it  much  in  the  outer  form.     The  There  is  a  fluffed  specimen  of  the 

head  is  (mall  in  proportion  to  the  male  bouquetin  of  the  Alps  in  Mr. 

body,  with  the  muzzle  thick,  com-  Parkinfon's,  late  Sir  Afhton  Lever's* 

preffed,  and  a  little  arched.    The  Mufeum,ofcwhich  I  have  here  given 

'  eyes  are  large,  rpund,  and  have  fome  of  the  principal  dimenfions, 

much    fire   and  brilliancy*    The  as  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  any 

horns  large,  when  of  a  full  fize  author  that  has  fallen   under  my 

weighing   fome  times     16    or    18  observation,  except  in  Buftbn's  Hit 

pounds,  flatted  before  and  rounded  toire  Naturelle ;    and  thofe  Were 

behind,  with  one  or  two  longitudi-  taken  by  Mr.  Daubenton  from  a 

nal   ridges,  and  many  tranfverfe  young  fubjecl. 

ridges;  which  degenerate  towards  In  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  the 

the  tip  into  knobs';  the  colour  dufky  bouquetin    commonly   carries   the 

brown.    The  beard  lqng,  tawny,  or  head  low ;  but  in  running  holds  it 

dufky.     The  legs  flender,  with  the  high,  and  even  bends  it  a  little 

hoofs  fhort,  hollow  on  the  infide,  forward}.     He  mounts  a  perpendi* 

and  on  the  outfide  terminated  by  a  cular  rock  of  fifteen  feet  at  three 

falient  border,  like  thofe    of  the  leaps,,  or   rather   three    fucceffive 

chamois.    The  body  fhort,  thick,  bounds  of  five  feet  each.    It  does 

and  ftrong.     The  tail  fhort,  naked  not  fecm  as  if  he  found  any  footing 

underneath^  the  reft  covered  with  on  the  rock,  appearing  to  touch,  it 

long  hairs,  white  at  the  bafe  and  merely  to  be  repelled,  like  an  elaftic 

fides,  black  above  and  at  the  end.  fubftance  ftriking  againft  ,a  hard 

Space  under  the  tail  in  fome  tawny,  body.    He  is  not  fuppofed  to  take 

in  others  white.     The  coat  long,  more  than  three  fucceffive  leaps  in 

but    not    pendent,    afh  -  coloured,  this  manner.    If  he  is  between  two 

mixed  with  fome  hoary  hairs:   a  rocks  which  are  rear  each  other, 

black  lift  runs  along  the  back ;  and  and  wants  to  reach  the  top,  he  leaps 

there  is  a  black  fpot  above  and  be-  from  the  fide  of  one  rock  to  the 

low  the  knees.     Its  colour,,  how-  other  alternately,  till  he  has  attained 

ever,  like  that  of  other  animals,  the  furamh.    He  alfo  traverfes  the 

muft  neceflariiy  vary  according  to  glaciers  with  rapidity ;    but  only 

its  age  and  local  circumftances.    -  when  purfuedj  for  otherwife  he  a- 

The  female  has  been  little  noticed  voids  them, 

among*  naturalifts.  She  is  one  third  The  bouquetins  feed,  during  the 

lefs  than  the  male,  ancj  not  fo  cor-  night,  in  the  higheft  woods :  bat 

puleht :  her  colour  is  lefs  tawny :  the  fun  no  fooner  begins  to  gild  the 

her  horns  are  very  fmall,  and  not  fummits,  than  they  quit  the  woody 

above  eight  inches  long.     In  thefe,  .region,  and  mount,  feeding  in  their 

and  in  her  figure,  fhe  refembles  a  progrefs,  till  they  have  reached  the 

goat  that  has  been  caftrated  whilft  moft  confiderable  heights.    They 

young.     She  ha§  two  teats,  like  the  betike  themfelves  to  the  fides  of 

tame  fhe-goat,  and  never  •  has  any  the  mountains  which  face  the  eaft  or 

beard,  unlefs,  perhaps,  in  an  ad-  fouth,  and  lie  down*  in  the.  higheft 

vanced  age.     The  young.ones  are  places  and  hotteft  expofures ;  but 

of  a  dirty  grey  colour,  and  the  lift  when  the  fun  has  rmifhedmore  than 

ihree 
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three  quarters  of  its  courfe,  they    firm  that  they  eecaJiarialry  produce 

again  begin  to  feed,  and  to  defcend  4wo.  j 

towards  the  woods;  whither  they  '     Theoommj»cry of thebcmqtKtw 

retire  when  it  is  likely  to  fnow,  is  a  fhort  (harp  whittle,  not  unlike    I 

and    where  they  always  pafs  the  that  of  the  chamois,  but  o£  lefs  conti-    ' 

winter.    The  bouquetins  anemble  nuance :  Jbmetunes  it  makes  a  ihort, 

in  flocks,  confining  at  the  moil  of  and  when  young  bleats, 
ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen;  but  more        Th% feafbn  for  hunting  the  bog- 

aribally  in  fmaller  numbers.     The  que  tin  is  towards  the  end  of  fum- 

inales  which  are  fix  years  old  and  mcr,  and   in  autumn,  during  tbe 

upwards,  haunt  more  elevated  places  months  of  Auguft  and  September, 

than  the  females  and  younger  bou-  when  they  are  ufually  in  good  coa- 

quetins;   and  as  they  advance  in  dition.    None  but  the  inhabitants 

age  are  lefs  fond  jof  fociety ;  they  of  the   mountains   engage  in  the 

become  gradually  hardened  againft  chace;  for  it  requires  not  only  a 

m  the  effects  of  extreme  cold,  and  fre-  head  that  can  bear  to  look  diva 
qnently  live  entirely  alone.  from  the  greateft  heights  tirfthogt 
In  fummer  they  feed  principally  terror,  addrefs  and  fuis-fbotednefi 
»n  the  gentyi  and  other  aromatic  in  the  moil  difficult  and  dangerow 
plants  which  grow  in  the  high  alps ;  pailes,  and  to  be  an  excellent  • 
and  in  winter  they  eat  the  lichens,  markfman,  but  alfo  much  ftrengjk 
and  broufe  on  bufhes  and  the  tender  and  vigour,  to  fupport  honge* 
ihoots  of  trees.  They  prefer  thofe  cold,  and  prodigious  fatigue.  Tie 
fpots  where  the  dwarf  birch  and  raoft  determined  hunters  of  boa- 
alpine  willows  grow,  and  where  -que  tins  live  in  the  mountains  of  the 
rhododendron,  tbak&rum>  and  faxi-  Lower  Vallais :  for  inftance,  tie 
frages,  abound.  natives  of  Sexvan,  a  village  is  a 
The  bouquetins  having  their  fore  wild  and  pi&urefque  fkuation,  fear 
legs  fomewhat  fhorter  than  the  hind  leagues  from  Valorfine,  and  two  or 
legs,  naturally  afcend  with  greater  three  from  Martigny,  are  hunters, 
facility  than  they  defcend ;  for  this  and  the  bouquetins  being  no  longer 
reafon  nothing  bpt  the  fevereft  wea-  found  in  their  mountains,  qjaey  hunt 
thercan  engage  them  to  come  down  in  thofe  of  the  valley  of  Aoft,  ok- 
into  the  lower  regions ;  and  even  taining  a  permiffion  for  that  purpofe 
in  winter,  if  there  are  a  few  fine  from  the  inhabitants, 
days,  they  leave  the  woods  and  The  female  mows  much  aftach- 
jnount  higher.  ment  to  her  young,  and  even  de- 
Winter  is  the  feafon  of  love  with  fends  it  againlt  eagles,  wolves,  and 

'  them,  and  princpally  the  month  of  other  enemies ;  4he  takes  refuge  in 

January.      The  females   go  .with  fome  cavern,  and  ptrefenting  Iter 

young  five  months,  and  consequent-  head  at  the  entrance  of  the  :ho}e,.tfuJi 

ty  produce  in  the  laft  week  of  J  una,  oppofes  the  enemy. 

% -or  .l&e  Jirft  of  July.     At  the  time  of        When  a   bouquetin  is  ibotj  jfe. 

parturition  they  feparate  from  the  hunters  let  it  cool  upon  the  (pot,  .and 

males,  retire  to  the  fide  of  fome  rill,  then  embowel  k,  putting  the  .blood 

and  generally  bring  forth  only  one  into  one  of  the  entrails,  which  is 

young,  though  fome  naturalilts  af-  efteeiqed  by  the  peasants  a  fove* 

•  <  re%t 
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reign  remedy  in  pleurifies  and  feme 
other  diforders.  A  larg*  bouque- 
tin thus  embo  welled  will  weigh  *8o 
or  200  pounds.  A  female  weighs 
only  from  70  to  80  pounds. 

Some  natural! lis  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  diminution  of  the  race  of 
bouquetins  in  the  Alps  is  owing  to 
his  fize,  tbe  monftrous  length  and 
weight  of  the  horns,  which  impede 
him  in  his  courfe;  becaufe  he  is 
driven*  into  places  where  he  can 
fcarcely  procure  fufRciept  nourifh- 
meht  during  great  part  of  the  year, 
where  his  fight  becomes  debilitat- 
ed, and  is  frequently  loft  by  the 
itrong  re  fled  ion  of  the  fan  from  the 
ice  and  fnow.  They  confider  this 
animal  rather  as  a  native  of  the 
fuhalpine  regions,  which  are  co- 
vered during  fummer  with  the  fine  ft 
herbage,  and  where  the  bouquetins 
and  chamois  probably  paftured  in 
tranquillity,  when  only  the  lower 
rallies  and  plains  were  inhabited. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  maintained 
by  others,  that  the  bouquetin  is 
endued  with  flrcngth  proportionate 
to  his  iize;  and  though  he  is  infe- 
rior to  the  chamois  in  livelinefs  and 
agility,  yet  he  is  by  no  means  de- 
ficient in  activity;  that  his  horns, 
though  large  and  weighty,  yet 
from  their  reclined  position  do 
not  feem  to  be  any  impediment, 
tut  rather  render  him  effential  fer- 
vice  when  he  happens  to  fall,  or 
purpofely  throws  himfelf  down  pre- 
cipices to  avoid  his  purfuers.  They 
add  alfo,'  that  his  natural  food  is 
rather  lichens  than  herbs  ;  that  he 
is  particularly  fond  of  the  young 
flioots  of  trees  and  fhruba;  and 
that  in  all  the  places  where  he  in- 
habits, he  is  found  in  the  coldeft  and 
rudeft  mountains,  and  on  the  fteep- 
dtrocks.     From  thefe  drcumftan* 


ces,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  hit 
pre&nt  lit  nation  and  manner  of  life 
is  an  efFeft  .of  nature  rather  than 
neceflity.  Betides,  why  do  the  cha- 
mois, who  are  more  hunted  than 
the  bouquetin,  (till  inhabit  the  lei* 
elevated  regions ;  and  why  are  they 
hot  driven  into  the  glaciers  ?  Tc) 
account  for  the  prefent  fcarcity  of 
the  bouquetin,  we  need  only  con- 
fidcr  the  number  of  its  enemies,  Hi 
men,  beafts,  and  birds  of  prey.  Not 
is  there  much  cauie  for  apprehen- 
sions* that  the  race  will  be  extinft 
even  in  the  Alps.  But  allowing 
that  the  bouquetin  was  no  longer 
found  in  his  native  Alps,  ftill  w« 
could  not  affirm  with  fo  much  pro- 
priety that  the  race  was  extin&,  a* 
that  it  had  migrated  into  a  milder 
climate,  and,  with  a  ftate  of  domes- 
tication and  more  fucculent  food* 
had  acquired  fofter  manners,  a  foxra 
llfs  rude,  fmaller  and  finoother 
horns.  For  it  is  even  not  impro- 
bable, that  the  hlrcutftrus  or  bouc- 
eftain  of  Belon,  the.  bouquetin  of  the 
Alps,,  the  Siberian  ibex,  and  aega- 
grHs,  both  fo  accurately  defcribed 
>y  Pallas,  and  the  tame  goat  in  all 
its  different  forms,  are  only  varie- 
ties of  the  fame  fpecies.  Their 
difference  in  fhape  and  manners 
may  be  fufticiently  accounted  for 
from  a  change  of  climate,  fituation, 
and  food  'K  they  are  found  to  couple 
freely  with  each  other ;  and  are 
afTerted  to  produce  an  offspring 
which  is  fertile. 

They  all  have  a  beard,  which 
feems  to  be  the  great  chajafterijlic 
diftin&ion  of  this  genus.  Th«y 
differ  more  or  lefs  from  each  other 
in  the  fhape  of  their  horns,  fize, 
and  coat,  none  of  which  can  ljef 
efteemed  certain  fpecific  diftjn&ions. 
The  greateft  difference  undoubtedly 

confilts 
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coofifb  in  the  horns,  none  of  them,  the  longitudinal  ridge,  and  confErt 
perhaps,  except  the  bouquetin,  hav-  the  knobs  into  wrinkles, 
mg  a  longitudinal  ridge,  and  fome  The  count  de  Bcfrbn  extends  the 
of  them  being  even  without  the  goat  genus  frill  further,  and  cora- 
tranfverfe  ridges.  But  this  differ-  prebends  under  it  even  the  chamois  J 
erice  is  lefs  perceptibly  in  compar-  conje&uring,  that  the  bouquetin  is 
ing  the  bouquetin  with  the  Siberian  the  male  in  the  original  race  of 
ibex,  the  ibex  with  the  aegagrus,  goats,  and  die  chamois  the  frmak. 
and  the  asgagrus  with  the  tame  The  French  naturafift  having,  at 
goat*  Nor  are  the  horns  of  the  the  time  when  he  defcribed  tk 
Alpine  bouquetin  fb  much  weigh-  bouquetin,  never  feen  it  in  a  raft 
tier,  longer,  and  larger,  than  thofe  grown  ffate,  was  probably  induct! 
of  the  above-mentioned  animals,  as  to  entertain  this  opinion  from  a  hunt 
to  form  a  certain  fpecific  diilinc-  refemblance  between  the  female 
lion.  bouquetin  and  the  chamois.    Bnt 

But  even  if  this  difference  fhould    there  does  not  feem  the  leaf  fcua- 
be  ftill  greater,  it  could  never  be    dation/or  this  notion*  the  chamois 
admitted  as  forming  a  fpecific  dif-    being  an  animal  totally  diftinftfiaa 
tindion.    For  the  horns  not  only    the  goats,  never  coupling  with  that* 
differ  in  individuals  of  the  fame    and  Judicioofly  clafTed  by  Fallal 
fpecies,  but  in  the  fame  individuals    and  Pennant  in  the  genus  of  ante- 
at  different  ages.    If  we  were  to    lopes.     His  conjecture,   however, 
attempt   to  arrange  animals  folef^    that  the  bouquetin  is  die  original 
by  their  horns,  the  difcriminations    fburce  of  all  die  tame  goats,  teems 
would  be  as  endlefs  as  uncertain,    to  be  well  founded ;  and  has  been 
But  if,  in  the  prefent  inuance,  the    adopted  by  the  greatefl  part  of  foe* 
Alpine  bouquetin  and  the  otherfpe-    ceeding  naturalifts.     And  as,  ac- 
des  of  the  goat  genus  fhould  be  ex-    cording  to  the  juft  obfervations  of 
cepted  from  this  general  aflertion,    Pallas,    the    aegagrus    approaches 
we  have  only  to  add,  that  M.  van    nearer  than  the  bouquetin  to  die 
Berehen  poflefTes  the   horns  of  a    tame  goat  in  its  form  and  horns,  Ac 
young  one,  produced  from  the  union    aegagrus  may  be  the  link  whka 
•f  the  bouquetin  and  fhe-goat,  that    unites  the  bouquetin  and  the  tame 
are  exactly  fimilar  to  the  horns  of    goat.     May  not  the  aegagrus  be 
the  segagrus,  which,  as  Pallas  aflerts,    confidered  as  a  race  produced  from 
referable  thofe  of  the    tame  goat,    the  bouquetin  and  the  fhe-goat,  or 
Climate  and  nutriment  muff  have    the  goat  and   female  bouquetin/ 
a  great  effect  upon  the  horns  of  ani-    Pallas  alfo  conjectures,    that  die 
mals.    The  female  of  the  bouque-    tame  goat  may  poffibly  have  bees 
tin  has  horns  very  like  thofe  of  the    propagated  from  the  aegagrus  and 
tame  flpat.    It  is  no  wonder  there-    Siberian  ibex,  which  is  allowed  by 
Are,  if  a  long  fervicude,  an  inactive    moil  naturalifts  to  be  the  fame  ai 
life,  an  exchange  from  the  aromatic    the  bouquetin ;    and  Pennant  n> 
_  plants  and  pure  air  of  the  moun-    marks,  with  no  lefs  fagacky,  that 
taint  to  a  grofs  nutriment  and  a    the  tame  goats  may  be  derived  from 
moifter  atmofphere,  fhould  diminifh    both,  as  we  are  afTured  that  the  ibex 
the  horns,  alter  their  fhape,  fubdue    and  fhe-goat  will  produce  a  fimiltr 

"        %  aftprinj. 
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offspring.     It  is  alfo  probable,  that  wild    animal  ;    had    thick    horns, 

the  bouquetin  is  the  origin  of  all  knobbed,  not  keeled  above,  and  a 

xtie  goat  genus,  becaufe  it  is  the  long  rough  coat,  but  no  where  pen^ 

largeft,  ftrongeft,  and  dwells  in  the  dent,  except  in    the  beard :    the 

moll    inhofpitable   regions.     For,  black  lift  on  the  back  was  almoft 

according  to  the  obfervation  of  the  obliterated.    And  laftly,  Mr.  vaa 

{ame  great  zoolqgift #,  whom  we  have  Berchem  jaw  feveral  tame  bouque-. 

fo  often  quoted,  thofe  animals  who  tins  at  Aigle.    They  were  gentle 

are  natives  of  the  coldeft  mountains  and  familiar;  and*  without  being 

muft,  on  defcending  into  the  warm  remarkably  lively,  were  aftive  and 

plains,  be  Sable  to  greater  changes  graceful  in  all  their  motions.  They 

than  thofe  who  are  formed  for  mild-  bred  with  different  (he-goats,  and 

er  climates ;  and  this  circumftance  Mr.  van  Berchem  Taw  the  young 

feems  fuificient  to  account  for  the  ones,  which  Teemed  to  form  a  new 

great  varietur  obfervable  in  the  goat  race. 

genus."  '  If  thefe  obfervations  fhonld  be 

Some  naturalifts  pretend,  that  ifhe  well  founded,  the  goat  genus,  t>r 

bouquetin  cannot  be  the  original  race  of  the  bouquetin,  is  found  in 

Hock  from  wheace  the  goats  have  a  wild  date  along    the   chain  of 

been  produced,  becaufe,  as  he  in-  mountains  that  traverfes  the  tempe- 

habits  only  the  loftieft  fummits  and  .rate  parts  both  of  Europe  and  Aha  j 

rocks  covered  with  eternal  fnow,  on  the  Alps,  Pyrenees,  and  Car- 

and  ieeds  only, on  plants  peculiar  to  pathian  mountains ;  on  the  Taurus 

'  Irigh  regions,  he  cannot  De  domef-  and  Caucafus ;  on  the  mountains  of 

ticated  in  a    variety  of  climates.  Siberia  and   Tartary ;   ia   Kamt- 

But  this  opinion  is  contradicted  by  fchatka;  on  the  iflandsofthe  Archi- 

fa&  and  experience.     Stumpf,  the  pelago;  in  Hedsjaeas  in  Arabia  j  ia 

hiftorian  of  Switzerland,  informs  us,  India ;  perhaps  in  ^Egypt  and  Ly- 

that  the  Vallai'fans  near  Sion  bred  bia, 

' «p   tarrie    bouquetins   with     their.      : '  v   _           ; 

goats ;  and  Belon  relates,  that  the  ~~^                                          *  " 

Cretans   tamed  the    young   bouc-  Account  of  jht  Tabajheer,  in  a  I*tt*r 

eftains  bv  giving  them  to  be  fucjc-  from  Patrick Ruffeli,  JfcZ>.  F.R.S. 

Jed  by  the  goats.     Dr.  Pallas  alfo  .      From  the  Philojaf>hicalTrMfa&imH 

relates,  that  he  has  frequently  feen  y0l%  hcxx..Part  2. 
the  Siberian  ibex  among  the  tame 

goats,  and  mentions  one  in  parts-  *~|T*Abameer,  a  drug  in  irigh  re- 

cular    at    Orenburgh,  which   was  X     putse  in  many  parts  of  the 

leader  o£  a  flock,  and  father  of  a  Eaft,  was,  I  believe,  BxiY  introduced 

numerous  offspring  more  refemb-  to  the  knowledge  of  the   weftern 

ling  the  females  than  himfelf.    He  world  through  the  works  of  the 

was  very  different  from  the  tame  Arabian  phyiicians,  all  pf  whom 

he-goats,  fcarcely  inferior  in  fize  to  mention  it  as  an  important  article 

3  bouquetin  two  years  old :  in  co>  in  their  Materia  Medica ;  and,  from 

tour  and  ftren^th  he  refembled  the  what  {  could  obferye  in  Syria,  h 
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Jtill  continues  to  be  in  much  more 
general  ufe  in  Turkey  than  in  this 
part  of  India. 

The  genuine  Tabafheer  is  un- 
doubtedly a  produ&ion  of  the 
Arundo  Bambos  of  Linnaeus,  the 
Ily  of  the  Hortus  Malabaricus,  and 
the  Arundo  Indie  a  arborea  maxima, 
tortice  fpinofo,  of  Herman. 

The  bamboo  in  which  the  Ta- 
bafheer is  found,  is  vulgarly  called 
the  Female  Bamboo,  and  is  diftin- 
£tii(hed  by  the  largenefs  of  its  ca- 
vity from  the  male,  employed  for 
fpears  or  lances.  They  are  faid  to 
be  fcparale  trees;  but  this  fact  I 
have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  af- 
sertain. 

Of  the  feyen  pieces  of  bamboo 
which  accompany  this  paper,  four 
are  from  the  mountains  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Vellore,  -and  three  from 
a  place  twenty  miles  from  hence. 
The  former  were  perfectly  green 
on  their  arrival  a^  Madras;  and 
the  others  were  felefted  from  a  large 
parcel,  which  were  green  alio  when 
they  came  .  to  my  hands. .  Thefe 
were  all  felected  on  -a  conjecture  of 
their  containing  Tabafheer,  from  a 
-Certain  rattling  perceived  upon 
(baking  the  ""bamboo,  as  .if  fmall 
ftonea  were  contained  in  the  ca- 
vity. 

In  the  month  of  April,  one  of  the 
bamboos,  confiding  of  fix  joints, 
received  from  Vellore,  being  cauti- 
oufly  fplit,  each  joint  was  examined 
feparately.  In  two  of  them  no  vef- 
tige  of  the  dreg  was  difcovered; 
each  of  the  others  contained  fome, 
but  in  various  quantity ;  the  whole 
collected  amounted  to  about  twenty- 
feven  grains. 

The  quality  alfo  was  various. 
The  particles  reckoned  of  the  firft 
quality  were  of  a  bluifh  white  oo- 
Iqut,  refembling  imall  fragments  of 


fhells ;  they  wer»  harder  than  ti# 
others,  but  might  eafily  be  crumb- 
led between  the  fingers  into  a  gritty 
powder,  and  when  applied  to  tip 
tongue  and  palate*  had  a  flight  fa- 
line  teftaceous  tafte :  they  gid  not 
exceed  in  weight  four  grains.  IV 
reft  were  of  a  cinerftious  colour, 
rough  on  the  turf  ace,  and  more 
friable ;  and  intermixed  with  thefe 
were  fome  larger,  tight,  fpongy 
particles,  fomewhat  refembling  pn» 
mice-ftones. 

In  the  month  of  July,  forty-three 

freen  bamboos,  each  confiding  of 
vt  or  fix  joints,  were  brougkt 
from  the  hills,  fifty  miles  difbal 
from  hence.  Six,  appearing  to  cop- 
tain  more  Tabafheer  than  the  others, 
were  fet  apart;  the  remaining 
thirty-feven  were  fplit?  and  examin- 
ed in  the  manner  before  mentioned, 
Therefult  was  as  follows : 

In  nine  out  of  the  thirty-fevep* 
there  were  no  veftiges  of  Tabafheer. 
In  twenty-eight  fome  were  found  i* 
one,  two,  or  three  joints  of  eacfc; 
but  never  in  more  than  three  joint* 
of  the  fame  bamboo.  The  quantity 
varied,  but  in  all  was  inconfiaeraWej 
and  the  empty  joints  were  fomfc- 
times  contiguous,  fometimes  inter- 
rupted, indifferently. 

The  drug  confifts  of  very  diffimi- 
lar  particles  at  firft  when  taken  from 
the  bamboo,  as  will  appear  in  look- 
ing into  the  fmall  fpecimen,  N°  I ; 
which,  having  collected  myfelt  I 
am  certain  has  undergone  no  adfl}- 
teration. 

The  whiter,  fmooth,  harder  par- 
ticles, when  not  loofe  together  win 
the  others  in  the  cavity,  were  moftljr 
found'adhering  to  the  feptum  tiiat, 
divides  the  joints,  and  to  the  £$» 
contiguous ;  but  never  to  the  Ok* 
about  the  middle  of  the  joints;  aad 
i:  may  be  remarked,  that,  inftead 
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Of  being  chiefly  found  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  join£  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  juice  fettling 
there,  they  were  found  adherent  in- 
differently to  either  extremity,  and 
fometimes  to  both.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  they  formed  a  fmooth  lining* 
fomewhat  refembling  polifhed  ftuc- 
co,  which  ufually  was  cracked  in 
feveral  places,  and  might  eafily  be 
detached  with  a  blunt  knife. 

In  fome  joints  ,the  Tabafheer  was 
found  thus  collected  at  one  or  both 
extremities  only,  and  in  fuch  no 
rattling  was  perceived  upon  mak- 
ing the  bamboo;  but  generally, 
while  fome  adhered  to  the  extre- 
mities of  the  joint,  other  detached 
pieces  were  intermixed  with  the 
eoarfer  loofe  particles  in  the  cavity. 

The  quantity  found  in  each  bam- 
boo was  very  incOnfiderable ;  the 
produce  of  the  whole  twenty-eight 
reeds,  from  five  to  kven  feet  long, 
not  much  exceeding  two  drams. 

Submitting  the  fpecimens  to  ex- 
amination, I  refrain  from  experi- 
ments on  them/ which  may  more 
fuccefsfully  be  made  in  England, 
and  fhall  proceed  to  offer  a  few 
obfervations  on  the  juice  of  the  re- 
cent bamboo  fuppofed  to  form  the 
Tabafheer. 

The  exiftence1  of  this  fluid  in  the 
bamboo  is  known  by  Shaking  the 
joint.  In  a  confiderable  number  of 
bamboos  fplit  in  order  to  procure 
it,  I  never  found  water  in  more 
than  two  joints,  and  generally  'not 
more  than  two  or  three  drams  .  in 
each ;  the  largeft  quantity  procured 
at  one  time  was  one  ounce  and, a 
half.  Very  few  joints  in  propor-  , 
tion  contained  any. 

The  fluid  was  always  tranfpfrent, 

but   varied  in    confiftence;    when 

thicker,  it  had  a  whiter  colour  than 

common ;  when  more  dilute  it  dif- 
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fered  little  to  the  eye  from  common 
water,  or  fometimes  had  a  pale 
greenifh  cafl.  Applied  to  the  tongue 
and  palate,  it  had  a  flight  faline* 
fub^aftringent  tafte,  more  or  lefs 
perceptible  in  proportion  to  the 
confidence  of  the  fluid.  After  eva- 
poration in.  the  fun,  the  refiduum 
had  a  pretty  ftrong  faline  tafte,  with 
Jefs  aftringency.  Some  of  the  fluid, 
of  a  darkifh  colour,  thickened  in 
the  reed  to  the  cdnfiftence  of  honey  ; 
and  fome,  in  another  joint  of  the 
fame  reed,  was  perfectly  white  and 
almoft  dry !  both  had  the  iharp  fait 
tafte,  which  the  Tabafheer  itfeif 
lofes  in  a  great  degree  by  keep- 
ing. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  a 
green  bamboo  of  five  joints  was 
brought  to  me,  which  appeared  to 
contain  both  water  and  Tabafheer. 
After  three  days,  the  found  of  wa- 
ter, upon  fhaking  the  reed,  could 
hardly  be  perceived;  on  the  fifth 
day  it  was  intirely  imperceptible. 

itpon  fplitting  the  bamboo,  about 
half  a  dram  of  the  fluid,  now  thick- 
ened into  a  mucilage,  was  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  upper  joint.  The 
fecond  joint  contained  fome  perfect  .- 
Tabafheer  loofe  in  the  cavity.  The 
third  joint  was  empty,  excepting  a 
few  particles  of  Tabafheer,  which 
adhered  to  the  fides  near  the  bot* 
torn.  The  fourth  joint,  at  the  bot- 
tom, contained  above  a  dram  of  a 
brownifti  pulpy  fubftance,  adherent. 
The  laft  joint,  in  like  manner,  con- 
tained half  a  dram  of  a  fubftance 
thicker  and  harder  in  confidences 
and  nearly  of  the  colour  of  whit* 
wax. 

.  This  fpecimen  exhibit^  at  one 
view  the  progrefs  of  the  Tabafheer 
.through  its    feveral    ftages;    Th$   • 
found  diftinctly  perceived  in  the  firflL 
joint  on  the  2  3d  of  October*  Aval 
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produced  by  the  water  in  a  fluid 
ftate;  on  the  31ft,  having  become 
thicker,   the  found,  upon  (haking, 
was  very  obfeure;  on  the   2d  of 
November,  no  found  was  percep- 
tible ;  and  when  the  reed  was  fplit, 
the  water  was  found  reduced  to  a 
rrtucilage.      The   fourth  and  fifth 
joints  contained  the  drug  in  a  more 
advanced  ftate.     In  the  firft,  it  was 
thicker    than    a    mucilage,    of  a 
brownifh  colour ;   in    the   fecond, 
*  more  of  the  fluid  part  having  eva- 
porated, the  colour  was  whiter,  and 
it  wanted  but  little  of  the  corifif- 
tence    of   the    perfect    Tabaiheer 
fbund  in  the  fecond  joint. 

I  am,  &c. 

Vizagapatam, 

Nov.  26,  ij%$.  P.Russell. 


Four  of  the   feveft   reeds,  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  on  the  night 
this  paper  was  read,  being  carefully 
fplit,  the  contents,  upon  comparing 
them  with  the  fpecimens  fent  from 
India,  then  on  the  table,  were  found 
to  agree  in  all  refpe&s,  as  well  as 
with   the  defcription  of  the  more 
recent  drug  given  in  the  above  pa- 
per.    The   Tpecimen,    N°  3.   fent 
from  Hydrabad,  and  reckoned  the 
■  prime   fort,  differed   fomewhat  in 
iardnefs,  as  mentioned  above,  from 
the  pureft  particles  in  the  Tabaiheer 
collected  by  myfelf ;  but  in  the  Opi- 
nion of  feveral  of  the  members  pre- 
fent,  who  compared  them,  were  the 
'fame  fubftance  with  the  particles 
mixed,  in   a  fmall  proportion,  in 
fome  of  the  other  fpecimens,    as 
lihewiie  with  a  few  particles  taken 
from  the  reeds  opened  in  their  pre- 
fence ;  which  puts  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  the  fubftance  is  produced  in  the 
•cavity  of  the  bamboo. 

The  feveral  fpecimens  are  now 
«&ojcr  chemical  trial ;  and  the- "re* 


fult  of  the  experiments  will,  I  hope, 
be  communicated  to  the  Society. 


Account  of  the  Nardus  Indica*  tr 
Spikenard.  By  Gilbert  Blanc, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.     From  the  fame. 

TVTJrdus  Indica,  or  Spikenard,  is  a 
*  name  familiar  in  the  works  of 
the  ancient  phyftcians,  naturalifb, 
and  poets ;  but  the  identity  of  which 
has  not  hitherto  been  fatisfa&orfly  af- 
certained.  My  brother  fays,  in  aletter 
dated  Lucknow,  December  1786, 
that,  "  travelling  with  the  Nabob 
Vizier,  upon  one  of  his  hunting  ex7 
curiions,  towards  the  northern  moun- 
tains, I  was  furprifed  one  day,  aft» 
crdfling  the  river  Rapty,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  to  perceive  the  air  perfumed 
with  an  aromatic  fmell;  and,  upon 
afkitfg  the  caufe,  I  was  told  it  prot 
ceeded  from  the  roots  ofthegnfs 
that  were*  bruifed  or  trodden  out  of 
the  ground  by  the  feet  of  the  de«, 
phants  and  horfes  of  the  jnahob'i 
retinue.  The  country  was  wild  ari 
uncultivated,  and  this  was  the  com- 
mon grafs  which  covered  the  furfao) 
of  it,  growing  In  large  tufts  clofc* 
to  each  other,  very  rank,  and  in  ge- 
neral from  ,three  to  four  feet  ift 
length.  As  it  was  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  there  was  none  of*  it  in  fiowefc 
Indeed  the  greateft  part  of  it  b«4 
been,  burnt  down  on  the  roadve 
went,  in  order  that  it  might  be  w 
impediment  to  the  nabob's  encamp- 
ments. 

u  I  collected  a  quantity  of  tit 
roots  to  be  dried  for  ufe,  and  cart- 
fully  &ig  up  fome  of  it,  which  I 
fent  to  be  planted,  in  my  garden  at 
Lucknow.  It  there  throve  excee^r 
ingly,  and  in  the  rainy  feafoaft 
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fiiot  tip  fpikes  about  fix  feet  high. 
Accompanying  this,  I  fend  you  a 
drawing  of  the  plant  in  flower,  and 
of  the  dried  roots,  in  which  the 
natural  appearance  is  tolerably  pre- 
ferved. 

"It  is  called  by  the  natives  Te- 
rankus,  which  means  literally,  in  the* 
Hindoo  language,  fever-reftrainer, 
'  from  the  virtues  they  attribute  to  it 
in  that.difeafe,  *They  irifufe  about 
a  dram  of  it  in  half  a  pint  of  hot 
water,  \£ith  a  fmall  quantity  of 
black  pepper.  This  infufion  ferves 
for  one  dofe,  and  is  repeated  three 
times  a  day.  It  is  eftcemed.a  pow- 
erful medicine  in  all  kinds  of  fevers,, 
whether  continued  or  intermittent* 
I  have  not  made  any  trial  of  it  my* 
felf;  but  {hall  certainly  take  the 
£rft  opportunity  of  doing  fo.  » 

*  The  whole  plant  has  a  frtong 
aromatic  odour ;  but  both  the  fmefi 
and  the  virtues  refide  principally 
in  the  hufky  roots,  which  in  chew- 
ing have  a  bitter,  warm,  pungent 
tafte,  accompanied  with  fome  de- 
gree of  that  kind  of  glow  in  the 
mouth,  which  cardamoms  occa- 
fion.^ 
Befides  the  drawing,  a  dried  (pe* 
,  cimen  has  been  fent,  which  was  in 
fuch  good  prefervation  as  to  enable 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  P.  R.  S.  to  afcer* 
tain  it,  by  the  botanical  characters* 
to  be  a  fpecies  of  Andropogon,  dif- 
ferent from  any  plant  that  has  ufu- 
ally  been  imported  under  the  name  • 
of  NTardus,  and  different  from  any 
of  that  genus  hitherto  defcribed  in 
botanical  fyftems.  • 

There  is  great  reafon,  however* 
to  think,  that  it  is  the'  true  Nardus 
Indica.  of  the  ancients.  The  cir- 
curnftance,  in  .the  account  above 
recited,  of  its  being  difcovered  in 
an  unfrequented  country,,  from,  the 
odour  it  exhaled  by  being  trod  up- 


on by  the  elephants  and  horfes,  ctir-< 
refponds,  in  a  linking  manner,  witk 
an  occurrence  related  by  Arrian, 
in  his  Hiftbry  of  the  Expedition  of 
Alexander  the  Great  into  India,  It 
is  there  mentioned,  lib.  vi.  Cap. 
±2.  that*  during  his  march  through  , 
the  defarts  of  Gadrofia*  the  air  was 
perfumed  by  the  Spikenard*  which 
was  trampled  Under  foot  by  the 
army;  and  -that  the  Phoenicians, 
Who  accompanied  the  expedition, 
collected  large  quantities*  of  it*  a» 
Well  as  of  myrrh,  in  order  to  carry 
them  to  their  own  country,  as  Ar- 
ticles of  merchandife. 
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Account  o/Jome  extraordin*ry  EjfttU 
of  Lightning*    By  William  Wi- 
thering, ALDi  £.R.  S.   From  tbt 
fame. 

PERMIT*  me  to  recmeft  thtf 
attention  of  the  Royal  Society, 
whilft  I  mention  a  few  facts  Relative 
to  a  thunder-cloud,  the  lightning 
from  which  fufed  a  quantity  of* 
qttatrtaofe  matter* 

This  cloud  formed  In  the  fouth,* 
in  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  ^1789, 
and  took  its  courfe  nearly  due 
north.  In  its  paffage  it  fet  fire  to 
a  field  of  (landing  corn  \  but  the 
rain  prefently  extinguished  the  fire* 
Soon  afterwards  the  lightning  ftruck 
an  oak  tree,  in  the  earl  of  Aylefc 
ford's  park  at  PackingtOn. 

The  height  of  this  tree  is  39  feet* 
including  its  trunk,  which  is  1 3  feet*' 
It  did  not  (hike  the  higheft  bough* 
but  that  which  proje&ed  fartheff 
fouthwafd.  A  man*  who  had  taken 
Jhelter  againft  the  north  fide  of  the 
tree,  was  ftruck  dead  inftantarie* 
oufly*  his  cloaths  fet  on  fire*  and 
the  mofs-(£c£«*)  on  the  trunk  of 
the  tree,  where  the  back  of  hit  hea4 
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had  refted,  was  likcwife  burnt.  Two 
men,  fpettators  of  the  accident,  ran 
immediately  towards  him  upon  fee- 
ing him  fall ;  and  as  it  rained  hard, 
and  a  (mall  lake  had  collected  al- 
moft  ciofe  to  the  fpot,  the  fire  was 
very  foon  extinguished ;  but  the 
eirecls  of  the  fire  on  one-half  of  his 
body,  and  on  his  cloaths,  were  fuch 
as  to  fhew,  that  the  whole  burning 
was  inftahtarieous,  not  progreflive. 

Part  of  the  ele&ric  matter  pafTed 
down  a  walking- flick,  which  the 
man  held  in  his  hand,  floping  from 
him;  and  where  the  ftick  refted  on 

• 

the  ground,  it  made  a  perforation 
about  2  \  i.-ches  m  diameter,  and  5 
inches- deep.  This  hole  I  examin- 
ed foon  afterwards,  and  found  no- 
thing in  it  but  the  burnt  roots  of 
the  grafs.  All  obfervation  would 
.  probably  have  ended  here,  had  not 
lord*Ayle$ford  determined  to  eredt 
a  monument  upon  the  fpot,  not 
merely  to  commemorate  the  event, 
but  with  an  infeription,  to  caution 
the  unwary  againft-  the  danger  of. 
flickering  under  a  tree  during  v a 
thunder- ftorrri.  In  digging  the 
foundation  for  this'  monument,  the 
earth  was  difturbed  at  *the  perfora- 
tion before "  mentioned,  and  the  foil 
appeared  to  be  blackened  to  the 
depth  of  about  ten  inches.  At  this 
depth,  a  root  of  the  tree  presented 
itfelf,  which  was  quite  black ;  but 
this- blacknefs  was  only  fuperficial, 
and  did*  not  extend,  far  along  it. 
About  two  inches  deeper,  the  melted 
quaftzofe  matter  began  to  appear, 
and  continued  in  a  floping  direction 
to  the  depth  of  1 8  inches. 

The  fpecimens  which  accompany 
this  paper,  and  for  which  I  am  in- 
debted   to   the    attention  of  lord. 
Aylcsford,  will  demonftrate  the  in- 


tenfe  heat  which  mail  have  exited 
to  bring  fuch  materials  into  fufion. 

N°  1 .  A  quartz  pebble,  one  cor- 
ner of  which  has  been  completely 
fufed. 

N°  2.  Sand,  unmixed  with  ca!: 
careous  matter,  agglutinated  by  the 
heat.  Within  the  hollow  part  of 
this  mafs,  the  fufion  has  been  fo 
perfect,  that  the  melted  quartzofe 
matter  has  run  down  the  hollow, 
and  aflumed  nearly  a  globular 
figure. 

N°  3.  Smaller  hollow  pieces,  and 
one  nearly  flat,  but  all  the  flat  ones 
have  fbme  hollow  part  *. 

Mr.  Watt  fuggefted  to  me,  that 
the  hollows  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  expanfion  of  rnoifture  whilft  the 
fufion  exilted. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  obferving, 
that  judging  from  the  damage  done 
to  the  oak  tree,  the  flroke  was  not 
very  great ;  and  that  having  now 
an  inducement  to  dig  where  the 
earth  has  been  perfoiated  by  light- 
ning, we  may  probably  hereafter 
find  foflil  fubftances  melted  by  it  to 
a  confiderably  greater  extent. 


Account  of  a  Child  <zvitb  a  deublt  | 
Hendy  in  a  Letter  from  Everard 
Home,  Efquire,  F.  R*  S.  to  John 
Hunter,  Efquire>  F.  R.  S.    From 
the  fame. 

TH  E  child  was  born  in  May, 
1783,  of  poor  parents;  the 
mother  was  thirty  years  old,  and 
named  Nooki ;  the  father  was  called. 
Hannai,  a  farmer  at  Mandalgent 
near  Bardawan,  in  Bengal,  and  aged- 
thirty-five. 
"  At  the  time  of  the  child's  birth, 
the  woman  who  acted  as  jnidwifo 


*  Thefe  fpecimens  were  laid  before  the  fociety  when  the  paper  was  read. 
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terrified  at  the  ftrange  appearance 
of  the  double  head,  endeavoured  to 
deftroy  the  infant  by  throwing  it 
upon  the  fire,  where  it  lay  a  raffi- 
cient  time  befpre  it  was  removed  to 
have  one  of  the  eyes  and  ears  confi- 
derably  barnt. 

The  body  of  the  child  was  natu- 
rally formed,  but  the  head  appeared 
double,  there  being,  befides  the  pro- 
per head  of  the  child,  another  of 
the  fame  fize,  and  to  appearance 
almoft  equally  perfect,  attached  to 
its  upper  part.  This  upper  head 
was  inverted,  fo  that  they  feemed 
to  be  two  feparate  heads  united  to- 
gether by  a  firm  adhefion  between 
'their  crowns,  but  without  any  in- 
dentation at  their  union,  there  be-  ' 
ing  a  fmooth  continued  furface  from 
the  one  to  the  other.  The  face  of 
the  qpper  head  was  not  over  that 
of  the  lower,  but  had  an  oblique 
pofiticn,  the  center  of  it  being  im- 
mediately above  the  right  eye. 

When  the  child  was  fix  months 
old,  both  of  the  heads  were  covered 
with  black  hair,  in  nearly  the  fame 
quantity.  At  this  period  the  fkulls 
feemed  to  have  been  completely 
oflified,  except  a  fmall  fpace  between 
the  ofla-  frontis  of  the  upper  one, 
Uke  a  fontinelle. 

Qbfer<vati(ms  on  the  fuptrior  or 
inverted  Head. 

No  pulfation  could  be  felt  in  the" 
fituation  of  the  temporal  arteries ; ' 
hut  the  fuperficial  veins  were  very 
evident. 

The  neck  was  about  two  inches 
long,  and  the  upper  part  of  it  ter- 
minated in  a  rounded  loft  tumor, 
like  a  fmall  peach. 

One  of  the  eyes  had  been  confi- 
derably  hurt  by  the  fire,  but  the 
other  appeared  perfect,  having  its 
full  quantity  of  motion ;  bin;  the 


eyelids  were  not  thrown  into  action. 

by  any  thing  fuddenly  approaching 

the  eye ;  nor  was  the  iris  at  thofe 
times   in   the   leaft   aiFected;    but, 
when  fuddenly  expofed  to  a  ftrong  J 
light,  it  contracted,  although  not  fo 
much  as  it  ufually  does.     The  eyes  ' 
did  not  correfpond  in  their  motions 
with  thofe  of  the  lower  head  ;  but 
appeared  often  to  be  open  when  the  \ 
child  was  aileep,  and  fhut  when  it ' 
Was  awake. 

The  external  ears  were  Very  im-  ' 
perfect,   being  only  loofe  folds  pf 
(kin;  and  one  of  them  mutilated  by 
having  been  burnt.     There  did  not  \ 
appear  to  be  any  paflage  leading.' 
into   the  bone  which  contains  the 
organ  of  hearing.  ' 

•  The  lower  jaw  was  rather  fmaller 
than  it  naturally  fhould  be,  but  was 
capable  of  motion.  The  tongue 
was  fmall,  flat,  and  adhered  firmly 
to  the  lower  jaw,  except  for  about 
half  an  inch  at  the  tip,  which  was 
loofe.  The  gums  in  both  jaws  ha*d 
the 'natural  appearance;  but  no 
teeth  were  to  be  feen  either' in  this 
head  or  the  other. 

The  internal  furfaces  of  the  nofc 
and  mouth  were  lubricated  by  the 
natural   fecretions,   a    confiderable 
quantity  of  mucus  atd'faliva  being 
occafionally  discharged  from  them.  ' 

"  Th'e   mufcles  of  the   face   were 
evidently   poflefled    of    pow.ers   of 
action,  and  the  whole  hcrfd   had  a. 
good  deal  t)f  fenfibility,  fince  vio-' 
lence  to  the  fkin  produced  the  dif- 
tortion    exprefiive   of  crying,  and 
thrufting  the  finger  into  the  mouth, 
made  it  mew  ftrong  marks  of  pain. 
When  the  mother's  nipple  was  ap-' 
plied  to  the  mouth,  the  lips  attempt- 
ed to  fdek. 

The  natural  head  had  nothing 

uncommon  in  its  appearance ;  the 
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eyes  were  attentive  to  obje£b,  and 
its  mouth  fucked  the  bread  vigo- 
rously.   Its  body  was  emaciated. 

Tjie  parents  of  the  child  were 
poor,  ana  carried  it  about  the  flreets 
of  Calcutta  as  a  curiofity  to  be  feen 
fir  money;  and  to  prevent. its  be- 
ing expofed  to  the  populuce,  they 


as  diftinet  as  in  thofe  of  the  other 
head.  The  (kin  fur  rounding  th« 
injured  eye,  which  was  on  the  fame 
fide  with  the  mutilated  ear,  was  in  a 
flight  degree  affected,  and  the  ex- 
ternal canthus  much  contracted,  but 
the  eye  Itfelf  was  perfect 

The  eyelids  of  the  fuperior  head 


kept  it  cohftantly  covered  up,  which  were  never  completely  (hut,  remain- 
Was  eonfidered  as  the  caufe  of  its  ine  a  little  open,  even  when  the 
being  emaciated  and  unhealthy.  '  ' '  "  f    *        ~  '  M 

Tiie  attention  of  the  curious  was 
naturally  attracted  by  fo  uncommon 
a  fpecies  of  deformity ;  and  Mr, 
Stark,  Who  refided  in  Bengal  during 
this  period,  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  appearances  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  double  head,  and 
endeavoured  to  afcertain  the  mode 


child  was  afleep,  and  the  eyeballs 
moved  at  random.  When  the  child 
was  roufed,  the  eyes  of  both  heads 
moved  at  the  fame  time ;  but  thofe 
of  the  fuperior  head  did  not  appear 
to  be  directed  to  the  fame  object, 
but  wandered  in  different  direc- 
tions. The  tears  flowed  from  the 
eyes  of  the   fuperior  head  almoft 


in  which  the  two  (kulls  were  united,    conftantly,  but  never  from  the  eyes 
as  well  as  to  difcover  the  fympa-    of  the  other,  except  wjien  crying 


tbies  which  exilled  between  the  two 
brains.  Upon  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, finding  that  I  was  in  poflcf- 
ilpn  of  the  (kuU,  and  propofe4  draw- 
ing up  an  account  of  the  child,  he 


The  termination  of  the  upper 
neck  was  very  irregular,  a  good 
deal  refembling  the  cicatrix  of  an 
old  fore. 

The  fuperior  head  feemed  to  fym- 


very  obligingly  favoured  me  with    pathife  with  .the  child  in   moft  of 
the  following  particulars ;  and  has    its  natural  actions.    When  the  child 


likewife  allowed  me  to  have  a 
ftetch  taken  from  a  very  exact 
painting,  made  under  his  own  in- 
spection from  thje  child  while  alive. 


cried,  the  features  of  this  head  were 
affected  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and 
the  tears  flowed  plentifully.  When 
it  fucked  the  mother,  Satisfaction 


by  Mr.  Smith,   a  portrait-painter    was  expreffed  by  the  mouth  of  the 
then  in  India.  fuperior  head,  and  the  faliva  flowed 

At  the  tirrue  Mr.  Stark  faw  the 


child,  it  muft  have  been  nearly  two 

^ears  old,  as  it  was  fome  months 
efore  its  death,  which  I  have  e^very 
reafon  to  believe  happened  in  the 
"year  1785.     At  this  period  the  ap- 
pearances differed  \n  many  refpects 


more  copioufly  than  at  any  ojher 
time ;  for  it  always  flowed  a  little 
from  it.  When  the  child  fouled, 
the  features  of  the  fuperior  head 
fympathifed  in  that  action.  When 
the  (kin  of  the  fuperior  head  was 
pinched,  the  child  feemed  to  feel 


from  thofe  taken  notics   of  when  little  or  no  pain,  at  lead  not  in  the 

pnly  fix  months  old.  fame  proportion  as  was  felt  from  a 

The  burnt  ear  had  fo  much  rer  fimilar  violence  being  committed  on 

covered  itfelf  as  only  to  have  loft  it3  own  head  or  body, 

about  one  fourth  part  of  the  loofe  When  the  child  was  about  two 

pendulous  flap.  The  openings  lead-  years  old,  and  in  perfect  health,  the 

)ag.  from  the  external  ear  appeared  mother  went  opt  to  fetch  fome  wa- 

""' '  *  W\ 
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er ;  and,  upon  he/  return,  found  it 
dead,  from  the  bite  of  a  Cobra  de 
capelo. 


4<count  of  a  Gentleman  lifting  at 
Milan,  /*  the  Tear  1 786,  who  bad 
the  faculty  of  chewing  the  cud. 
From  Mrs.  Piozzi'j  Journey  thro* 
Italy,  vol.  ii. 

BUT  a  natural  curiofity  feen  at 
Milan,  this  16th  day  of  Auguft 
1786,  leads  my  mind  into  another 
channel.     1  went  to  wait  upon  and 
thank  the  lady,  or  the  relations  of 
the  lady,  who  lent  us  her  houfe  at 
Varefe,  and  make  our  proper  ac- 
knowledgments ;  and  at   that  vifit 
faw  fomething  very  uncommon  Aire- 
ly :    though    I    remember   doctor 
Johnfbn  once  faid,  that  nobody  had 
ever  feen  a  very  ftrange  thing ;  and 
challenged  the  company  (about  fe- 
venteen     people*     myfelf    among 
them)  to  produce  a  ftrange  thing ; 
—but  I  had  not  then  feen  Avvocato 
B— ,  a  lawyer  here  at  Milan,  a.nd 
a  man  refpected  in   his  profelfion, 
who  actually  chews  the  cud  like  an 
ox;  which  he  did  at  my  requeft, 
and  in  my  prefence:  he  is  apparent- 
ly much  like  another  tall  (tout  man, 
bat   has  many  extraordinary  pro- 
perties, being  eminent  for  ftrength, 
and   pofTemng   a   fet  of  ribs  and 
fternum  very  furprifing,  and  worthy 
the    attention  of   anatomifts  :    his 
body,  upon  the  flighted  touch,  even 
through  all  his  clothes,  throws  out 
electric  fparks;   he  can.  reject  his 
meals  from  his  ftomach  at  pleafure, 
and  did  ablblutely  in  the  courfe  of 
two  hours,  the    only  two    I    ever 
patted  in  his  company,  go  through, 
to  oblige  me,  the  whole  operation 
•f  eating,  mafticating,  fwallowing, 


and  returning  by  the  mouth,  a  lange 
piece  of  bread  and  a  peach.  With 
all  this  conviction,  nothing  more 
was  wanting;  but  I  obtained  befide, 
the,  confirmation  of  common  friends, 
who  were  willing  likewife  to-  bear 
teftimony  of  this  ftrange  accidental 
variety.  What  I  hear  of  his  cha- 
racter is,  that  he  is  a  low-fpirited, 
nervous  man;  and  I  fuppofe  his 
ruminating  moments  are  fpent  in  la- 
menting the  Angularities  of  his 
frame. 


Experiments  on  the  expanfi've  Force  of 
freezing  Water*  niade  by  Major 
.  Edward  Williams,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery^  at  Quebec,  in  Canada, 
in  the  Years  1 784 and  17S5-  Com- 
municated in  a  Letter  from  Charles 
Huttotf,  LL.  D.F.R.  SS.  Lond. 
&  Edin.  From  the  Tranfaclions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
vol.  ii. 

v       SIR,  J        ' 

TH  E  following  is  an  extract 
of  a  letter  to  me  from  major 
Edward  Williams,  of  the  royal  ar- 
tillery, a  learned  man,  and  of  great 
profeflional  merit.  Being  at  Quebec 
in  fome  very  cold  winters,  among 
various  other  ingenious  experiments, 
it  occurred  to  him  to  try  the  force 
of  congelation  in  fome  of  the  iron 
bomb -(hells,  which  are  ufually  fired 
out  of  mortars  in  the  practice  of 
artillery;  by  filling  the  cavity  of 
the  (hell  with  water,  and  then,  hav-^ 
ing  plugged  up  the  fuze-hole,  ex- 
pofing  it  to  the  cold  to  freeze  the 
water,  in  order  to  find  whether  the 
expaniion  of  the  ice  would  be  ca- 
pable of  burfting  the  fhelL 

The  dimenfions  of  the  13  inch 
fhell  are  as  follow  ; 

F  4  Outer 


/ 
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Inches. 

Outer  diameter  of  the  fhell  12.8 
Inner,  or  diameter' of  the 

cavity  -  -  9.1 
•   Thicknefs  of  metal  at  the 

fuze-hole  -  -  -  1.5 
Ditto  at  the  bottom  or  op- 

ppfitepart    -  2.2 

Diameter  of  the  fuze-hole  1 .7 

And  the  dimenfions  are  fimilar  in 
the  other  (hells.  The  fuze-hole  is 
conical,  the  oppofite  fides  of  which, 
when  produced,  meet  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  diameter,  which  pafles 
through  the  middle  of  the  hole. 

He  found,  tfiat  the  iron  plug  could 
hardly  ever  be  driven  fo  firmly  into 
the  fuze-hole  as  to  refift  tlie  force 
of  the  expanfion  of  the  ice,  which 


pufhed  it  out  with  great  velocity, 
and  a  bolt  or  cylinder  of  ice,  of  a 
confiderable  length,  immediately 
fhot  up  from  the  hole.  But  when 
the  plug  was  fixed  in  with  fprings, 
which  laid  hold  of  the  infide  of  the 
cavity,  fo  that  the  plug  could  not 
poffibly  be  pufhed  out,  \h6  force  of 
expanfion  then  fplit  the  fhell,  and  a 
fin  or  plate  of  ice  fhot  out  quite 
around. 

Extract  from  Major  Williams'  s  Utter* 

Tnefe  experiments  were  made  on 
iron-fhells,  from  the  13  inch  fhell 
to  the  coehorn,  of  4.4  inches  dia- 
meter, by  filling  the  (hell  nearly 
with  water,  and  driving  in  an  iron 
plug  with  a  fledge  hammer. 


1     T'T' 

Therm. 

Elev.  of  the 

•  Weight  of 

• 

Diftance* 

]     1784. 

Fuze. 

Plug.  oz. 

/ 

I?ec.  21. 

—      IO 

90 

35 

Unknown. 

22. 

—      3 

90 

37-25 

22  feet. 

23- 

—   16 

90 

34-5 

Unknown. 

24.. 

•    r-.      6 

80 

39-25 

62 

3'- 

—       18 

45, 

39-25 

387 

1785. 

, 

Jan.    2. 

—       19 

45 

41.75 

t'S« 

4- 

12 

45 

42 

Burft. 

9- 

—       4 

45 

40.5 

3=5 

REMARKS. 

Dfc.  21.— The  fuze-axis  of  the 
iheli  lay  yearly  perpendicular  to  the 
horizon.  On  examining  the  effect, 
about  9  o'clock  the  following  day,  I 
obferved  the  plug  gone,  and  a  cy- 
linder of  ice,  of  ±\  inches  high, 
xifing  perpendicularly  from  the  fuze- 
hole,  and  of  equal  diameter.  I 
fearched  carefully  for  the  plug,  but 


could  not  find  it,  as  there  was  about 
3 1  feet  of  fnow  on  the  ground. 

Dec.  22.— I  watched  this  fhefl 
about 'an  hour,  when,  being  called 
out  on  bufinefs,  I  found,  on  my  re- 
turn, three  hours  after,  the  pto$ 
gone,  and  the  icy  cylinder  2  J  inches 
high.     Plug  loft. 

23. — I  had  a  plug  madey  and 
jagged  or  notched- along  the  fides* 
to  prevent  its  being  forced  out  fo 

•  •  cafily; 
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cafily ;  and  watched  this  fhell  for ' 
upwards  of  three  hours,  going  into 
the  houfe  at  intervals  to  warm  my- 
felf.  The  laft  time  I  went  In  was 
about  half  an  hour  after  twelve, 
when,  after  a  few  minutes,  I  heard 
a  fort  of  hiding  found,  upon  which 
running  out,  the  plug  was  gone, 
and  a  cylinder  of  ice  (hot  up,  ex- 
ceeding any  of  the  former,  being 
6|  inches  high.     Plug  loft. 

Dec.  24. -r- A  fimilar  plug  to  the 
laft.  I  watched  this  with  •  more 
fuccefs;  for  although  abfent  at  in- 
tervals; yet  at  half  paft  four  in 
the  afternoon  (therm,  at  6a)  I  faw 
the  plug  fuddenly  forced  out  by  the 
column  of  ice,  accompanied  by  the 
hiffing  noife  ;  and  observing  its  fall, 
I  found  it  at  62  feet  from  the  ftrell. 
The  icy  cylinder  was  4  inches ' 
high,  and  the  fuze-axis  of  the  (hell 
I  found  lay  nearly  at  an  angle  of 
80*.  with  the  horizon. 

31. — Concluding  from  the  fore- 
going experiments,  that  no  plug 
could  be  fo  fixed,  as  to  render  the 
refinance  at  the  fuze-hole  greater 
than  at  the  weaker!:  part  of  the  fhell, 
in  which  cafe  I  fuppofed  it  would 
burft  (which  was  the  primary  ob- 
ject in  thefe  experiments)  I  thought 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  obferve 
how  far  the  force  of  cc-ngelation 
would  project  a  plug  of  a  given, 
weight  and  figure,  and  forced  in 
with  th«  fame. number  of  ftrokes 
of  the  fledge-hammer.  For  this 
purpofe,  I  placed  the  fuze-axis  of 
the  fhell  at  an  angle  of  45  °  with 
the  horizon,  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December  1784,  being  the  coldeft 
day  of  this  year,  the  plug  was  pro- 
jected whilft  I  was  abfent,  a  cylin- 
der was  fhot  out,  in  the  direction  of 
the  axis,  of  yi  inches,  and  not  in- 
clining in  the  lead  from  that  direction 
.to  the  Horizon.   The  plug  was  loft. 


Jan.  2,  1785.— Being.colder  than 
3 1  ft  December,  in  order  to  haften 
the  eff«&,  I  put  a  mixture  of  com- 
mon fait  and  fal  ammoniac  tQ  the. 
water,  and  tied  a  long  pack-thread, 
with  a  piece  of  red  rag  at  its  end, 
to  the  fuze,,  in  order  to  find  where 
it  fell  in  the  fnow.  This  plug 
made  its  efcape,  like  the  reft ;  for 
at  half  paft  fix  it  was  flown,  and  a 
cylinder  of  8f  inches  of  ice  Hand- 
ing over  the  fuze-holo.  The  plug 
was  loft;  for  the  red  rag  appeared 
no  where  en -the  furface  of  the. 
fnow. 

4.— Tried  a  plug  made  with 
fprings,  in  the  manner  of  a  fearcher, 
only  very  fhort  and  ftrong.  Added 
the  freezing  mixture.  The  fhell 
gave  a  fudden  crack  at  a  quarter 
after  nine,  and  in  ft  an  tly  fhot  from, 
its  furface  two  thin  plates  of  ice, 
refembling  fins,  about  2  inches  in 
the  higheft  parts.  On  examining 
the  fhell  I  found  it  burft,  and  the 
plug  forced  up  about  half  an  inch ; 
and,  on  breaking  the  fhell,  the 
fprings  were  confiderably  bent,  fa 
as  not  to  have  recovered' their  firft 
fituation. 

9,— Repeated  the  laft  experiment. 
with  a  fimilar  plug  and  the  freezing 
mixture.  It  was  thrown,  out,  as 
before,  and  the  *  projecting  icy  cy- 
linder was  3  j  inches  high. 

Similar  experiments  were  after- 
wards made  with  all  the  letter  fhells ; 
yet,  though  one  or  more  of  each 
fort  were  actually  burft,  more  plugs 
were  projected  than  produced  that 
effect.  As  fbon  as  the  fnow  began 
to  difappear  from  the  furface,  I 
fearched  carefully  for  the  plugs,  and 
found  fix  of  them ;  which,  being  all ' 
marked  with  notches  after  the  iirft 
experiment,  I  eafily  iormed  from 
them  the  foregoing  table. 

Such  was  the  rcfult  of  thefe  ex- 
periments, 
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periments,  from  which  I  leave  it 
ta  you  to  draw  conclusions.  I  in- 
tend to  purfue  them  again  this  win- 
■  ter ;  and,  if  you  can  fuggeft  any 
ideas  on  the  fubjecl,  that  can  reach 
Canada  before  March  1786, 1  fhall 
be  glad  to  avail  royfelf  of  them. 

Ed.  William*. 


Remarks  on  the' preceding  Extratf, 
by  Cha.  Hutton,  LL.  D. 

From  thefe  ingenious  experi- 
ments,  we  may  draw  feveral  con- 
clusions.    As, 

Firft,  We  hence  obferve  the  a- 
mazing  force  of  the  expanfion  of 
the  ice,  or  the  water,  in  the  aft  of 
freezing ;  which  is  fufhcient  to 
overcome  perhaps  any  refinance 
whatever;  and  the  confequence 
teems  to  be,  either  that  the  water 
will  freeze,  and,  by  expanding, 
burft  the  containing  body,  be  it 
ever  fo  thick  and  itrong ;  or  elfe, 
if  the  refinance  of  the  containing 
body  exceed  the  expanfive  force  of 
the  ice,  or  of  water  in  the  act  of 
freezing,  then,  by  preventing  the 
expanfion,  it  will  prevent  the  freez- 
ing, and  the  water  will  remain  fluid, 
whatever  the  degree  of  cold  may 
be. 

The  amazing  force  of  congela- 
tion is  alfo  obvious  from  the  dis- 
tance to  which  the  iron  plugs  were 
projected.  For,  if  we  confider  the 
very  fmall  time  that  the  force  of 
expanfion  ads  on  the  plug  in  pufh- 
ing  it  out,  and  that  the  plug,  of 
i^lb.  weight,  was  projected  with 
a  velocity  of  more  than  20  feet  in 
a  fecond  of  time,  and  thrown  to  the 
dzitance  of  41;  feet  by  this  force; 
fo  acting,  the  intenfity  of  the  force 
will  apptar  to  be  truly  aflonifh- 
ing. 

adly,  We  may  hence  form  an 


eitimate  of  the  quantity  which  the 
water  expands  by  freezing.  For 
the  longeft  cylinder  of  ice  was  oh- 
ferved  to  be  8§  inches  without  the 
hole;  to  this  add  i£,  the  thicknefi 
of  the  metal,  or  length  of  the  hok£ 
and  the  fum,  or  10  inches,  is  the 
whole  length  of  the  cylinder  of  ice, 
the  diameter  of  which  is  iT77  inches; 
and  hence  its  folid  content  is 
1.7*  X 10  X. 7854  cubic  inches. 

Bat  the  diameter  of  the  fphericar 
cavity,,  filled  with    water,  is  9^  j 
inches;  and  therefore  cj.i'XfX* 
7854  is  the  content  of  the  water  in 
'  cubic  inches. 

Hence  then  the  content  of  the 
water  is  to  the  increafe  by  exptft. 
fion,  as  |  of  9.1 3  to  10  times  1.7% 
or  as  502.4  to  28.9,  or  as  174*0 
10.  So  that  the  water,  in  this  ia- 
fiance,  expanded  in  freezing,  by  * 
quantity  which  is  between  the  ijrtk 
and  1 8th  part  of  itfel£ 


Cafe  of  a  Patient  who  dif  charged  the 
Pupa  of  the  Mufca  Ciharia.  By 
W.  White,  M.  D.  and  F.  R.  S. 
With  Obfewations  by  J.  Church» 
A.  M.  From  Memoirs  of  the  Me- 
dical Society  ^London,  vol.  ii. 

J  WATSON,  aged  about  yo  1 
#  years,  by  trade  a  watchmaker, 
lober  and  temperate;  but  indulging 
a  fedentary  life,  having  been  lomc 
time  ill,  came  over  here  to  put  hiffl- 
felf  under  my  care.  I  found  Km. 
much  emaciated,  his  complexion 
very  yellow,  he  had  violent  paui 
witWorenefs  and  tenfion  about  the 
region  of  the  liver,  his  body  very 
coftive,  ftools  clayey  and  tenacious* 
urine  in  fmall  quantity  and  high- 
coloured,  pulfe  quick  and  tenfe,  he 
had  frequent    rigors,    and   other 

fymptoq* 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


is 


frmptoms  of  pyrexia-  But  what, 
diftrefled  him  the  moil,  was  a  con- 
flant  and  extreme  coldnefs  in  the 
lower  extremities,  which  neither  a 
fire  nor  the  warraefr.  covering  had 
power  to  relieve  for  any  time  toge- 
ther. 

It  is  unnecefFary  to  give  a  par- 
ticular detail  of  the  means  ufed  for 
his  recovery ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that 
by  repeated  bleedings  (his  blood 
being  very  fizy)  cooling  purgatives, 
nitrous  medicines,  and  blifters  over 
the  hepatic  region,  in  about  a  fort- 
night he  was  much  recovered, -and 
finding  every  complaint,  except  the 
coldnefe  in  his  legs  and  feet,  nearly 
gone,  he  went  home  about  fifteen 
miles  from  this  city.  My  pre-* 
fcriptions  now  were  powders  of  the 
columbo  root,  with  a  fqjutaon  of  fed 
diureticus,  and  once  a  week  a  calo- 
mel bolus  at  night,  with  an  opening 
draught  next  morning. 

In  about  a  month  I  had  a  lettejr 
from  his  apothecary,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : 

"  Mr.  Watfon  has  continued  his  ■ 
powders  regularly  till  within  this 
week,,  when  he  reduced  the  num- 
ber. He  finds  his  appetite  encreafe 
even  to  be  deemea  voracious,  yet 
is  careful  not  to  overload  his  fto- 
mach.  Notwithftanding  after  each 
meal  he  complains  of  pain  about 
the  breafr.,  with  a  fenfe  of  fulnefs. 
In  general  he  is  regular  for  (tools,  • 
but  laft  night,  being  more  than 
ufually  coftive,  he  took  the  purga- 
tive, with  which  he  had  two  ftools 
in  the  morning,  and  difcharged  an 
immenfe  number  of  worms,  two  or 
three  of  which  at  his  defire  I  fend 
herewith,  they  were  all  very  lively. 
His  pulfe  is  good,  and  he  thinks 
Jumfelf  in  every  refpec*fc  vaftly  bet- 
ter;  his  legs  have  begun  to  gain 
their  natural  warmth,  yet  he  con- 


tinues the  additional  covering  and 
friltions*  I  hope  the  worms  will 
reach  you  alive." 

*  Thus  far  his  apothecary.  ,1  re-.  * 
ceived  the  worms,  which  were  evi- 
dently a  fpecies  of  maggot,  in  a 
very  lively  'ftate ;  putting  them  out 
of  the  pill  box,  they  crept  about 
with  furprifing  quicknefs,  not  with, 
the  wriggling  motion  of  the  com- 
mon maggot,  but  very  nimbly  upon 
their  numerous  feet,  in  which  they 
feem  to  differ  from  the  common 
ones,  which  I  think  have  no  feet. 

Being  replaced  into  the  box,  they. 
were  depofited  in  a  defk,  when*, 
after  fome  weeks,  examining  then* 
again,  I  found  them  metamorphofed 
from  a  worm  ftate  into  beautiful 
infe&s  of  the  fly  kind,  but  thefe 
were  dead  from  want  of  nourifhment 
and  air.  The  chryfales  being  now 
become  dry  and  empty  hulks. 

Yht following  Remarks,  with  a  Draw- 
ing of  the  Infecl,  were  communi- 
cated* by  Mr.  Church,  One  of  the 
Council  of  the  Medical  Society. 

The  infed  mentioned  in  Drw 
White's  paper,  is  the  Mufca  Ciba- 
ria  of  Linnasus.  The  la/va  of  it  is 
found  in  old  culinary  fubftances, 
efpecially  in 'old  rotten  cheefe,  and 
it  feems  highly  probable  that  the 
patient  hadfwallowed  fome  of  them 
with  his  food,  which  palled  unhurt 
through  the  ftomach,  into  the  liver, 
after  having  entered  by  the  biliary 
dufts.  *  This  I  am  the  more  readily 
induced  to  believe  was  the  cafe 
from  a  circumftance  which  hap- 
pened to  me  in  pra&ice  fome  years, 
ago :  a  child  difcharged  per  anum, 
a  live  worm  with  feet,  which  proved 
to  be  the  larva  of  the  Phryganea 
grandis,  or  cadwprm,  ufed  as  a  bait 
"by  anglers ;  npw  as  this  is  an  aquatic 

in£e&, 
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infect,  and  feeds  underwater  on  other 
aquatic  infe&s,  it  is  almoft  certain  it 
mull  have  been  fwallowed  with  fome 
water,  and  pafled  unhurt  through 
the  inteflinal  tube  till  it  was  dif- 
charjjed. 

That  the  a&ion  of  the  ftomach 
will  not  always  kill  infefls,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  circumftance  of  the 
Afcaris  Lumbricoides  living  in  it  un- 
hurt. The  phaltena  pinguinalis  alfb 
not  only  lives  but  is  nourifhed,  and 
undergoes  feveral  metamorphofes  in 
the  flomach,  till  at  length  it  pro- 
duces its  moth.  The  worms  dis- 
charged by  Dr.  White's  patient, 
appear  to  have  been  in  the  chryfa- 
lis  ftate,  and  though  the  circum- 
ftance of  their  having  feet  and  mov- 
ing them  is  rather  Angular,  as  the 
pupa  of  moil  mufca  are  entirely 
motionlefs,  yet  as  we  know  that  the 
pupae  of  fome  other  infects  as  grylli, 
blattae,  &c.  have  the  fame  power, 
it  is  poflible  that  fome  mufcae  poiTefs 
it  zlfo. 

P.  S.  The  fuppofition  that  thefe 
inftcls.  were  nourifhed  in  the  liver, 
and  produced  the  difeafe  under 
which  the  patient  laboured,  feems 
to  be  much  ftrengthened  by  a  cafe 
related  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  vol.  i.  of  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Obervations  and  In- 
quiries, where  he  defcribes  a  kind 


of  leech  of  an  uncommon  fize  which 
had  long  had  its  reiidence  in  the 
liver  of  a  patient,  and  was  at  length 
difcharged  per  anum. 

A  fimilar  cafe  is  likewife  related 
by  Mr.  Paifley,  in  vol.  ii.  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays. 


Dr.  Dancer's  Account  of  the  Cinna- 
mon Trees  growing  in  the  Ijlcmdtf 
Jamaica.  From  Tranfaclions  if 
the  Society  i>f  Arts,  Mannfa8mi} 
and  Commerce,  vol.  viii. 

THE  cinnamon- trees  of  this' 
ifland  have  been  raifed  from 
a  few  plants  taken  along  with  a 
large  collection  of  other  oriental 
exotics  in  a  French  (hip,  bound 
from  the  Me  of  France  to  Hifpa- 
niola,  and  prefented  to  the  botanic 
garden  by  lord  Rodney,  when  be- 
came down  here,  after  his  glorious 
victory  of  the  12th  of  April,  1782. 

Upon  comparing  the  parts  of  the- 
tree  with  the  defer iption  and  figure 
given  by  Burman  and  other  bon>' 
nifts,  it  appears  to  be  the  real  Ceyln 
cinnamon,  and  of  the  beft  kind? 
called  by  the  natives  #  Rafle  Co- 
ronde ;  but  the  fpecimens  of  bark 
taken  put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  being, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges,  of 


*  Qunfi  dicas :  acre,  fuave,  ac  dulce  cinnaraomum,  quod  verum  et  prxftao* 
tiffimum  habetur  cinnamomum. 

Burmanni  The/aunts.  • 

Altera  fpecies  funt, 


2.  Cahette  Coronde,  five  amarum. 

3.  Cappare  Coronde,  quia  caphurae 
faporem  odoremque  potentifhmum  red- 
dit. 

4.  Welle  Coronde,  five  arenofum. 


5.  Sewel  Coronde,  vel  mucilagino? 
fum. 

6.  Nicke  Coronde. 

7.  Dawel  Coronde,  fivetympani. 

8.  Catte  Coronde,  fey  fpinofum. 

9.  Mace  Coronde,"  five  floridum. 


Pixter  memoratas  jam  frecies,  alias  ctiam  cinnamomi  diverfitates  in  Zeylona 
obi'exvantur. 

an 
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an  equal,  if  not  fuperior  quality  to 
any  imported  from  India. 

The  various  and  important  ufes 
to  which  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
plant  are  applied,  make  it  an  inva-' 
luable  acquifition 'to  the  Weft  India 
colonies ;  and  there  can  be  no  im- 
pediment, except  an  impolitic  pro- 
hibition, to  its  becoming  an  article 
of  general  cultivation,  and  of  the* 
mofl:  lucrative  commerce. 

None  of  the  botanical  writers 
whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  confulting,  fay  much  of  the  cul- 
tivation or  propagation  of  the  cin- 
namon; and  we  have  hardly  had 
time  to  make  fufficient  obfervations 
on  the  fubjedl  of  either;  but,  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  to 
whom  it  is  a  matter  of  fome  import- 
ance, I.  fhall  venture  the  few  re- 
marks which  my  own  fhort  expe- 
rience enables  me  to  offer. 

7'he  cinnamon  plant,  though  (ac- 
cording to  the  account  of  travel- 
lers) it  grows  to  the  height  of 
twenty  or  thirty  feet,  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  an  arborefcent  one,  and 
not  a  tree  of  the  common  kind  :  it 
pats  out  numerous  fide-branches, 
with  a  denfe  foliage  from  the  very 
bottom  of  the  trunk ;  which  fur- 
nifhes .  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
a  plenty  of  layers,  and  facilitates 
the  propagation  of  the  tree,  as  it 
does  not  perfect  its  feeds  in  any 
quantity  under  fix  or  feven  years ; 
when  it  becomes  fo  .plentifully  load- 
ed, that  a  fingle  tree  is  fufficient  al- 
moft  for  a  colony. 

The  cinnamon  feems  to  delight 
in  a  loofe,  moid  foil,  and  -to  require 
a  fouthern  afpedfc ;  .the  trees, '  thus 
planted,     flourifliing    better    than 


others  growing  in  loam,  and  not  fo 
well  expofed  to  the  fun. 

When  healthy,  it  is  (from  lay- 
ers) of  a  pretty  quick  growth, 
reaching  in  eight  years  the  heighth 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  is  very 
fpreading,  and  furnifhed  with  nu-' 
merous  branches,  of  a  fit  fize  for 
decortication.  The  feeds,  however, 
are  a  long  time  in  coming. up,  and 
the  "plants  make'fmall  progrefs  for 
the  firft  year  or  two  V 

The  bell  cinnamon  bark,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  trials  I  have 
made,  is  taken  from  the  fmall 
branches,  of  about  an  inch  diame- 
ter, the  larger  limbs  not  being  fo 
eafily  decorticated,  and  not  yielding 
fo  good,  or  fo  ftrong  a  cinnamon. 
The  fmaller  twigs,  or  thofe  that 
have  not  acquired  a  cineritious 
bark,  are  too  full  of  fap  and  muci- 
lage, and  have  little  aroma. 

It  is  the  liber  %  or  inner  bark,  that 
conftitutes  the  cinnamon,  from  which' 
the  two  external  barks  muft  be  care- 
fully and  entirely  feparated,  or  they 
vitiate  the  flavour  of  the  cinnamon. 
To  do  this  with  dexterity,  and  to 
raife  the  bark  from  the  wood,  re- 
quires fome  practice ;  but  there  iray . 
perhaps  be  an  eafier  method  than 
that  which  I  have  made  ufe  of; 
which  was  that  of  a  common  prun- 
kig-knife.  The  bark  being  thus 
feparated,  the  fmaller  pieces  are  to 
be  placed  within  the  larger;  which, 
by  expofure  to  the  fun  or  the  ait, 
prefently  coil  up,  and  require  no 
further  preparation, 

A  dry  feafon,  I  apprehend,  is  the\ 
proper  one  for  taking  the  bark  f ; ' 
as  I  have  found   the  cinnamoh  not 
fo  ftrong  after  long  or  heavy  rains. 


*  The  birds  appear  to  be  very  fond  of  the  berries,  and  will,  probably,  propa- 
gate this  tree  in  the  fame  way  they  do  many  others  every  where  over  the  ifland  5  fo* 
that  in  a  mort  time  it  will  grow  lpontaneoufly,  or  without  cultivation. 

f  Th.  month  of  May  is  the  time  for  taking  it  in  Ceylon'. 

Cinnamon 
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Cinnamon  feems  to  be  much  more 
retentive  of  its  virtues  than  any  of 
the  other  fpices;  but  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  proper  to  /protect  it,  when 
taken,  as  much  as  poffible,  from  the 
air  and  moifture,  by  clofe  packing 
it  cedar  chefts. 

Having  thus  communicated  all 
that'I  am  able  from  my  own  obfer- 
vations,  refpc&ing  the  culture  and 
preparation  of  the  cinnamon,  I  Jhall 
add  what  I  know  with  refped  to  the 
ufes  of  its  feveral  parts. 

The  leaves,  whether  recent  or 
dried*  are  fo  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  an  aroma,  fimilar  to  the  cin- 
namon, that  they  are  on  all  occa- 
fions  a  good  fuccedaneum  for  the 
bark,  both  in  cookery  and  medi- 
cine. Diftilled,  they  give  an  ex- 
cellent fimple  and  fpirituous  water, 
and  an  eflential  oil,  of  the  nature  of 
oil  of  cloves.  Powdered,  they  are 
a  good  aromatic  fpecies,  or  mare* 
fchsl  perfume. 

Every  part  of  the  tree,  according 
to  writers  of  the  belt  authority, 
affords  fome  ufeful  product.  To 
,$hem  I  muft  refer,  till  I  have  had 
opportunity  for  experiment. 


<  i  • 


ear  or  cone,  *nd  preferred  it  vntk 
the  flag  on  it.    It  had  lain  by  mia 
regarded  till  laft  year;  when  meet- 
ing with  it,  and  the  date,  place,  ami 
time  of  growth  being  on  it,  1  was 
induced  to  try  if  it  would  grow. 
The  a3th  of  February*   17&8,  I 
took   fix   grains,  foaked   them  in 
water  twenty^four  hours,  put  them 
in  earth  in  pots,  and  then  m  a  hot- 
houfe.     In  about  twenty  days  they 
began  to  appear,  and  fodrout  of  tit 
grew  to  about  three  fe^t  high }  two 
produced  the  ear  completely  form- 
ed, a  cone  of  which  I  fend.    The 
'pots  were  taken  out  of  the  hoofe 
the  latter  end  of  June,  and  the  earl 
gathered  the  beginning  of  October. 
Six  other  grains  were  planted  in  the 
garden    without  foaking,  but  did 
not  produce  even  figns  of  vegeta* 
tion. 

From  this  experiment  is  afcer* 
tained  a  fad  that  feed  kept  iij 
hath  vegetated  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty-four  years  from  the  time  of 
its  being  gathered, 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &c 

Clapham,  Samuel  Smith* 

Dec.  27,  1789. 


On  the  Vegetation  of  old  Grain.  From 
Tranfadions  of  the  Bath  Society, 
yol.  v. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  the  afcertaining  of  ufeful 
fads  in  agriculture  is  the  pro- 
feficd  defign  of  the  foclety,  any 
thing  that  may  tend  to  mew  how 
long  feed  may  retain  its  vegetative 
quality,  cannot  be  unworthy  your 
attention. 

In  the  year  1754,  my  brother,  a 
member  of  the  Barh  Society,  was 
at.  Strafburgh,  and  feeing  fome  In- 
dian com  growing,  he  gathered  an 


Defer/ f  tion  of  the  Kanguroo.    Fnm 
Philips  Voyage  to  Botany  Bay. 

Clafsl.     MAMMALIA. 

Order  III.     Ferae. 

Genus XVII.  D'idclphis.— LtM.S;P 

Nat.  p.  71.  N°  17. 
Genus  XXII.  Opofium.— Penn^ 
Quadr.  p.  301. 

KANGUROO, 

Synonym  a. 

Jerboa  Gigantea,  Z'mmcrnu  Z*oLGf9gr»$i&' 
Kanguroo,  Cook's  Voy.  iii.  p.  577.  pi.  a* 
Kanguru,  Hijl.  i^Wivp.  306.pl.  35" 

THIS 
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THIS  Angular  quadruped  at 
firft  fight,  on  account  of  the 
extreme  difproportionate  (horthefs 
of  die  fore  legs,  feems  to  belong  to 
the  Jerboa  genus,  but  a  further  in- 
fpe&ion    will  immediately    prove, 
that  it  is  related  to  that  of  the  Qpojitm. 
The  length  of  the  fpecimens  brought 
over  to  England  hitherto  has  varied 
much;  the   longed  eight  feet  five 
inches  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to 
the  end  of  the  tail ;  and  fome  have 
been  found  to  weigh  as  far  as  150 
pounds,  though  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved, that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
larged  fize  they  will  arrive  at.  The 
greated  circumference  of  the  ani- 
mal is  round  the  bottom  of  the 
belly  and  hips;. being  very  fmall 
about  the   head  and  neck,  and  en- 
creating  gradually  downwards  ;  the 
fore   legs   of  the  largeft  yet  feen 
were  nineteen  inches  in  length ;  the 
hinder  ones  three  feet  feven  inches ; 


of  their  length,  the  rump  being  ele- 
vated   feveral     inches     from    the 
ground ;  the  under  part  of  them  is 
callous   and  bare.     The  toes   art 
only  three  in  number,  the  middle 
one  exceeding  the  others  greatly  in? 
length  and  drength,  but  the  inner 
one  is  of  a  peculiar  drudlure ;  ac 
firfl  fight  appearing  finale,  though 
on  further  infpe&ion,  it  is  really 
divided  down  the  middle,  as  well 
as  the  ball  of  the  toe  belonging  to 
it,  appearing  as  if  feparated  by  a  • 
(harp  indrument.     The  tail,  when 
the  animal  is  at  reft,  feems  to  lie  at 
eafe  behind  it,  but  when  in  motion 
is  carried  for  the  mod  part  quit* 
ere&.    The  general  colour  of  the 
whole  fkin  is  pale  brown,  inclining 
to  afh-colour,  but  the  under  parts 
are  much  paler  than  the  upper. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  above  is  only  an  inhabitant  of 
New  Holland,  at  lead  none  have 


the   tail  two  feet    three  quarters,    yet  been  met  with   in   any  other 
pretty  thick  at  the  rump,  and  run-    place,  and  it  has  been  faid  that  there 


ning  tapering  to  the  end.   The  ears 
are  pretty  large,  and  for  the  moll 
part  (land  ereel,  the  make  of  the 
jiead  not  inelegant,  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  that  of  a  fawn.     In  the 
upper  jaw  are  fix  cutting  teeth  and 
four  grinders,  with  a  vacant  fpace 
between,  as   there   are   no   canine 
teeth.     In  the  under  jaw  are  two 
cutting  teeth,  which  are  very  long, 
greatly  refembling  thofe  of  a  fquir- 
rel,  with  four  grinders,  to  anfwer 
thofe   above.    The  fore  legs    are 
furnilhed   with    five  toes,  and  as 
many  claws,  but  their  (hortnefs  pre- 
vents their  being  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  walking ;  and  the  ufe  the 
animal  makes  of  them  is  merely  for 
digging  holes,  or  bringing  the  food 
to  its  mouth.    The  hinder  legs  are 
Very  drong,  and  when  fitting,  the 
kqpguroo  'refb  on  diem  the  whole 


are    two    forts,  a    greater   and  a 
fmalier,  but  the  lad  we  are  inclined 
to  think  is  not  yet  fufficiently  as- 
certained.    From  the.  make  of  the* 
animal,  it  is  no  wonder  that  its  pro- 
greflive    motion    can   only  be    by 
leaps,  which  have  been  known  to 
exceed  twenty  feet  at  a  time,  and 
this  fo  often  repeated,  as  almod  to 
elude  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  bed  grey- 
hound; befides  which,  it  will  fre- 
quently bound  over  obftacles  of  nine 
fqet  or  more  in  height,  with  the 
greatefl  eafe ;  and  if  by  chance  it  is 
overtaken  by   a  dog,  its  druggies 
and  drength  are  fo  great,  that  it 
foon  releafes  itfelf  to  ad  the  fame 
part  over  again;  added  to  which, 
it  will  often  ufe  .the  tail  as  a  weapon 
of  offence,  driking  fo  hard  with  it 
as  to  make  the  dog  ftiy  of  encoun- 
tering with  it.    The  only  method 

therefore 


&o 
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therefore  to  obtain  them,  is  to  lie 
in  wait  with  a  gun,  and  ihoot  them. 
Jt  is  faid,  however,  that  the  natives 
have  the  art  of  catching  them  mpre 
eafily. 

The  male  is  immediately  known 
by  the  fize  of  the  fcrotum,  which  is 
large  and  diftind.  The  female,  on 
examination,  is  furnifhed  with  a 
large  bag  or  poach,  as  ufual  in  this 
genus,  within\vhich  are  two  nipples, 
to  which  the  fcetufes  after  their  firit 
exclufion  adhere,  being  defended  in 
the  pouch,  till  they  arrive  at  full 
maturity ;  and  even  after  this  have 
been  obierved  to  run  into  the  pouch 
as  a  place  of  (helter,  on  which  oc- 
cafion  the  tender  mother  contra&s 
the  part  lb  violently  together,  that 
it  cannot  be  opened  without  the 
greateft  difficulty. 

The  dimenfions  of  a  (luffed  kan- 
guroo  now  in  England,  arc  as.  fol- 
low: 

Length  from  the  point  of 

the  nolfe  to  the  end  of  F«t.  In. 

the  tail      -      -     -     -     8       5 

Length  of  the  tail     -     -     3       1 

. — ,    .  head  -     -     o     11 

■        —  fore  legs  -20 


■-  hind  leers 


Circumference  of  the  fore 

part  by  the  legs    -     -     1       9 

■  low- 

er parts      -     -     -     -     4.       5 

Round  the  thicker  part  of 
the  tail,  which  gradual- 
ly tapers  to  the  end   -     1       1 

The  above  is  the  largeft  kangu- 
roo  that  has  yet  been  feen,  and  there 
is  every  rea/on  to  believe  that  even 
this  had  not  nearly  attained  its  full 
growth. 

Lieutenant  Shortland  defcribes 
them  as  feeding  in  herds  of  about 
thirty  or  forty,  and  afTures  us,  that 


one  is  always  obferved  to  be  appa- 
rently upon  the  watch,  at  a  diftance 
from  the  reft. 


Defqription    of  the  Marmot,     From 
Coxe\r  Travels   in  Switzerland, 

«      •  •  • 

vol.  111. 

TH  E  marmot  is  extremel/ 
common  in  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland,  and  particularly  in  this 
part  of  the  Grifons ;  and,  as  many 
erroneous  accounts  of  this  fagacious 
little  animal  have  been  given,  I 
fliall  fend  you  the  following  extrafl, 
fcle&ed  from  a  defcription  written 
in  the  German  tongue,  by  Dr.  Gir- 
taner;-  which  cannot  fail  being 
highly  interciling  to  all,  who  love 
to  fcarch  into  the  oeconomy  of  na- 
ture. 

The  marmot  inhabits  the  higheft 
and  more  inacceflible  mountains; 
prefers  the  fmall  narrow  valleys, 
and  particularly  the  weftern  or 
fouthern  afpeft,  as  the  warmed,  and  ; 
avoids  moift  places.  On  the  open- 
ing of  fpring,  when  he  iifues  from 
his  hole,  where  he  has  flept  during 

'winter,  he  defcends  to  the  lower  re- 
gions, where  vegetation  is  forward. 
In  fummer  he  again  afcends  to  the* 
rocky  heights,  and  into  folitary  ca- 
verns. He  feeds  upon  herbs  *and 
roots-,  and  particularly  on  the  al- 
pine plantain,  mountain  fpingel,  al- 
pine ladies  mantle,  mountain  forrel, 
alpine  toad  flax,  alprne  trefoil,  and 
alpine  ftarwort.  When  tame,  he" 
eats  almoft  every  thing  except  flefb* 

'  On  drinking,  he  raifes  up  his  head 
like  fowls  at  every  fip,  looking  ba 
each  fide  with  a  timorous  watch*- 
fulnefs.  He  drinks  but  little,  to* 
which  Dr.  Amftein  attributes  hi* 
fatnefs.  He  is  extremely  fond  of 
butter  and  milk.     - 
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At  break  of  day  the  old  marmots  the  contrary,  the  winter  habitations 

come  out  of  their  holes  and  feed;  never  contain  any  dung,  but  much 

afterwards    they   bring,  out   their  hay.     Near  the  latter  is  perceived 

young  ones ;  the  latter  fcamper  on  a    more  considerable    quantity   of 

all  fides,  chafe  each  other,   fit  on  earth,  which  annually  increafes,  ac- 

their  hind  feet,  and  remain  in  that  cording  to  the  fize  of  the  dwelling, 

pofture,  facing  towards  the  fun,  with  and  the  augmentation  of  the  fa- 

an  air    expreflive  of  fatisfadlion.  mily. 

They  are  all  particularly  fond  of  *     In  the  formation  of  their  dwel- 

warmth,  and  when  they  think  them-  lings  they  fcobp  out  the  earth  with 

felves  fecure,  will  balk  in  the  fun  great  dexterity  and  expedition:  a 

for  fevend  hours.     Before  they  col-  (mall  part  they  throw  away,  and  by 

led  the  grafs,  either  for  their  food,  beating  the  remainder  clofe,  render 

or  for  their  winter  habitations,  they  the  paffage  very- compact  and  folid. 

form  themfelves  into  a  circle,  fitting  The  opening  being  fcarccly  more 

on  their  hind  legs,  and  reconnoitre  than  fix  or  feven  inches  in  diameter, 

on  all  fides*    On  the  leaft  alarm,  is  juft  large  enough  to  admit  the 

the  firft  gives  inftantly  a  fhrill  cry,  -animal.     The  interior  is  front  eight 

which  is  communicated  from  one  to  to  twenty  feet  in  length;  it  confute 

the  other,  and  they  efcape  without  of  a  paffage,  which,  at  about  five 

repeating  the  noife.   The  chafTeurs,  or  fix  feet  from  the  entrance,  di- 

by  imitating  thefe  fucceflive  whinV  vides   into  two  branches :  the  one 

lings,  approach  fo  near  as  to  come  leading  to  a  fmall  cavity ;  the  other 

within  (hot  of  them.   V  to  the  chamber  in  which  they  re- 

The  marmot  has  a  quick  eye,  and  pofe.  The  paffage,  and  the  two 
discovers  the  enemy  at  a  confident-  branches,  are  always  carried  in  a 
ble  'diftance.  He  never  does  the  ftraight  line,  unlefs  the  intervention 
leaft  injury  to  any  other  animal,  of  a  rock,  or  any  other  impediment, 
and  files  when  he  is  purfued..  In  obliges  them  to  take  another  direc- 
fa&,  when  apprehenfive  of  being  tion.  The  chamber  is  round  or 
followed*  whole  families  quit  their  oval,  arched  at  top,  and  in  its  form 
dwellings,  and  wander  from  moun-  refembles  the  fhape  of  an  oven*  It 
tain  to  mountain,  although  they  is  from  three  to  feven  feet  in  dia- 
muft  again  conftruft  their  habita-  meter,  being  larger  or.fmaller  ac- 
tions: but  when  flight  is  impofiible,  cording  to  the  number  of  the  fa- 
they  defend  themfelves  with  fpirit  mily.  It  is  ftrewed  with  hay,  in 
againft  men  and  dogs,  and  attack  which  the  marmots  lie  in  a  dprmant 
all  who  approach  them  with  their  fiate  during  the  whole  winter, 
teeth  and  claws.  On  retiring  to  this  dwelling  about 

They  always  live  together  in  fo-  the  beginning  of  October,  they  care- 

cieties.     They  have  both  fummer  fully  clofe  the  entrance  fo  as  to  ex- 

and  winter  dwellings,   which   are  elude  all  air,  with  a  cement  of  earth 

eafjly  diftinguifhed  from  each  other,  mixed   with  Hones  and  hay.     On 

The  former  remain  open  during  the  opening  this  chamber  three  weeks 

whole  year ;  whereas  the  latter  are  after  it  is  clofed,  the  marmots  are 

clofed  at  the  end  of  September.   In  difcovered  lying  on  the  hay  clofe  to 

the  fummer  dwellings  is  found  dung  each  other,  and  rolled  up  like  hedge* 

in  great  abundance,  but  no  hay :  on  hogs,  without  the  leaft  appearance 
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of  life.  Ufually  from,  five  to  fix- 
teen  are  found  together;  fpmetimes, 
but  rarely,  twq  families  occupy  the 
fame  dwelling;  and  occasionally, 
(ut  very  feldom,  one  has  been  dif- 
co  vered  alone .  If  expofed  to  warmth 
they  awaken.  The  tame  marmots 
do  not  fleep  during  winter;  but 
on  the  approach  of  thaj  feafpn,  ex- 
cited by  in  flinch,  they  collect  ma- 
terials towards  conftru&ing  '  their 
dwellings.  The  wild  marmots  oc- 
cupy their,  winter  h  ibitation  in  Oc% 
tober,  and  quit  it  towards  the  lattej 
end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of 
April.  In  removing  the  cement 
which  doles  the  opening,  they  do 
apt  pnih  it  outwards,  but.  draw  it, 


1 

inwards,  and  probably  convey 
materials,  which  would  block  u 
principal  pafl'age,  into  the  fma 
vity.    . 

They  copulate  foon  after  co 
out:  in  June  or.  July  young 
have  been  obferved,  about  ths 
pf  rats. 

It  is  probable  they  do  no 
during  their  torpid  ftate ;  fo 
fame  quantity  of  hay.  is  obf 
both  in  fpring  and  autumn  in 
winter  habitations,  and  thofe  \ 
have  been  dug  out  in  that  feafc 
thin  and  perfectly  empty. 

The  flefh  of  the  marmot  is 
4ble,  and  its  ikin  is  nfed  foxftir: 


V  S  E?l 
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USEFUL     PROJECTS 


tffthe  Caufe  and  Cure  of  the  Difeafe 
in  the  Potatoe  Plant  tailed  the  Curl. 
From  Tranf actions  of  the  Society  of 
Jrts,  &c.  vol.  viii. 

TH  E  cnrl  in  potatoes  rs  a  dif- 
cafe  which  admits  of  three 
idifferent  ftage9  or  degrees.  9 

:  i  ft.  The  half-curl. 
2d.  The  curl. 
3d.  The  corrupted. 

ift.  The  half -curled  plants  have 
leaves  fomewhat  long,  and  curled 
only  in  a  moderate  degree :  they 
produce  a  tolerable  crop,  if  the 
uiramer  ber  not  very  dry;  but  if 
•otherwiie;  the  potatoes  will  be  fmall 
and  watery. 

2d.  The  completely-curled  plants 
are  feldom  more  than  fix  or  feven 
iiiches  high :  they  foon  ripen  and 
die.  The  potatoes  are  generally 
fmaller  than  a  nutmeg,  of  a"  tufty 
red  colour,  and  unwholefome  as 
food. 

3d.'  The  corrupted  potatoes,  or  thofe 
in  which  the  vegetative  power  is, 
nearly  deftfoyed,  never  appear  above 
ground.     The  feed  may  be  found, 
'at  Michaelmas,  as  fre(h,  to  appear- 
ance, as  when  it.  was  fet,  with  a  few 
foiall  potatoes  clofe  to  it. 
*  The  firft  caufe  of  the  curl  in  po- 
tatoes muft  be  traced  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  feed  was  raifed  the 
preceding  year. 

if  the  potatoes  be  fa  late  in  the 


feafon,  that  is,  from  the  middle  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  June,  in  a 
rich  foil,  well  manured,  having  a 
fouthern  afpecl ;  and  if  the  fumme'r 
fhould  be  hot  and  dry  till  (we  will 
fuppofe)  the  beginning  cf  Auguft, 
when  the  blow  of  the  plants  has 
fallen  off,  then  the  feed  wi!l  be  ex- 
haufted  in  feeding  the  plant  only; 
and  very  few  potatoes  will  appe ar. 
Should  the  weather  now  become 
moid  and  genial,  the  plants,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  fhould  be  earthed,  will 
blow  afrefh,  and  a  ptentiful  crop 
of  very  large  potatoes  may  yet  be 
produced. 

Thefe  potatoes  are  perfectly  <fit 
for  uie  as  food;  but  as, they  were 
produced  from  the  italic  of  the 
plant,  after  the  feed  itielf  was'ex- 
haufted,  they  will  be  defective  in 
moifture  and  vegetative  power: 
and  the  plants  which  proceed  from 
them  the  following  year,  will  be 
found  to  be*curled. 

Second  caufe.— The  curl  may  be 
produced  without  manure  or  earth- 
ing, provided  the  potatoes  be  town 
(at  the  end  of  May)  thick,  toge- 
ther, in  a  rich  foil,  and  covered 
with  green  fern,  or  other  litter, 
before  the  plants  appear*.  The  rain 
rots  the  fern  or  Utter,  and  enables 
it  to  penetrate  as  a  manure  to  the 
roots ;  and  the  plants  are  forced,  as 
in  the  preceding  experiment,  to  a 
fecond  growth  and  blow.   The  feed 
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thus    raifed    produced  plants  that 
were  curled. 

The  forcing  potatoes  by  cultiva- 
tion, as  above  described,  I  find  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  curl,  both  from  my 
own  experiments,  repeated  for  feve- 
jal  years  fucceffively,  and  alfo  from 
the  obfervations  I  have  made  upon 
the  practice  and  ill  fuccefs  of  my 
neighbours. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  flowers 
of  many  plants,  fuch  as  the  poppy, 
the  rofe,  and  many  others,  are  much 
altered  by  cultivation;  they  become 
n  double,,  the  ftamina  are  converted 
into  petals,  the  generic  character  is 
loft,  they  become  what  botanifts  call 
ftldnfters ;  the  parts  of  generation 
being  changed,  no  feed  is  produced. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  confider 
any  part  of  a  plant  in  which  the 
vegetative  power  re  fides  as  a  feed, 
jt  will  be  found  that  rich  cultiva- 
tion produces,  if  not'  abfolutely  the 
fame,  at  leaft  a  iimilar  imperfection 
in  the  potatoe ;  for  the  flower  and 
the  bulbous  root  are  both  enlarged 
by  cultivatiqnt  In  the  flower,  little 
or  no  feed  \s  produced :  in  the  po- 
tatoe,  the?  vegetative  power  is  im* 
paired  pr  deftrpyed,  according  to 
the  degree  of  the  difeafe. 

It  is  pbfervable  that,  wherever 
the  vegetative  power  is  impaired, 
there  is  always  a  deficiency  of 
moifture;  which  is  proved  by  the 
following  experiment,  frpm  which 
}t  appears,  that  both  healthy  and 
purled  plants  may  be  raifed  from 
the  fame  potatoe, 

Dig  up,  in  the  beginning  of  Oc- 
tober, fome  potatoes  raifed  as  is 
defcribed  in  the  preceding  pages. 
Amongft  the  largeft  will  be  found 
fpme  that  have,  in  different  parts, 
different  degrees  of  moifture,  the 
leaft  at  the  butt,  and  the  moft  at 
the    crQwn.    end,   the  quantity  of 


moifture  gradually  increafmg  from 
the  butt  to  the  crown.  Take  one 
fet  from  the  crown,  and  another 
from  the  butt :  the  former  will  pro- 
duce an  healthy,  the  latter  a  curled 
plant.  The  curl-producing  pota- 
toes  are  alfo  obferved  to  be  drier 
both  before  and  after  boiling,  and  , 
are  boiled  in  a  fhorter  time. 


The  Mode of preventing  the  Qurlk 
Potatoes, 

The  following  directions  for  cul* 
tivating  potatoes,  duly  obferved,  will 
effectually  prevent  the  curl;  as  I 
have  found  by  various  and  repeated 
experiments,  made  with  great  care 
•and  attention,  during  thefalaft  (even 
years. 

The  beflr  time  of  fetting,  is  from 
the  beginning  of  April  to  the  middle 
of  May.  Make  ridges  a  yard  u 
funder  :  put  your  manure  firft  into 
the  trench,  and  with  moderation: 
fet  the  potatoes  in  a  triangular 
form,  five  or  fix  inches  afunder; 
cover  them  with  the  foil  to  the 
thicknefs  of  five  or  fix  inches. 
There  is  but  little  danger  of  laying 
on  too  much  of  the  foil ;  the  deeper 
are  the  fets,  the  better  will  they  be 
protected  from  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fun,  if  the  feafon.  (hould  be 
dry.  This  diftance  of  five  or  fix 
inches  is  fo  fmajl  as  to  prevent  the 
plants  growing  too  rank,  and  yet 
fufficient  for  each  of  them  to  be  e* 
ppfed  tp  the  fun  and  the  air. 

3dly,  When  they  have  grown  to 
the  height  of  fix  or  feven  inches 
above  the  ground,  you  n\uft  aot 
earth  them,  as  is  the  ufual  practice, 
You  muft  take  away  the.  weeds, 
and  may  draw  a  little  mould  to 
them ;  but  you  muft  be  careful  to 
do  it  before  the  bloflbnvbttds.  appear 

which 
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which  time  is  generally  About  the 
end  of  June. 

They  will  now  require  no  further 
care,  excepting  that  of  weeding. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  early  fetting 
is  advantageous,  on  account  of  the 
greater  chance  of  early  rain,  which 
will  be  very  beneficial  to  the  plants 
if  the  fummer  fhould  he  dry.  By 
this  procefs,  the  plants  wil^J  be 
healthy';  the  young  potatoes  will 
be  formed  in  due  feafon;  they  will 
grow  gradually;  the  plant  will  ripen 
and  die  in  due  time,  and  will  not  be 
forced  into  a  fecond  growth  by  the 
rain  which  may  fall  in  September. 
The  Tap  being  thus  left  in  the  po- 
tatoe,  it  becomes  a  Jked  endued  with 
an  unimpaired  perfect .  vegetative 
power;  and  the  plants  which  are 
raifed  from  them  will  be  found  to 
be  entirely  free  from  the  curl. 

N.  B.  The  potatoes  may  be  dug 
as  foon  as  they  can  be  handled  with- 
out crufhing  the  peel,  that  is,  about 
the  end  of  September. 

Sound  potatoes  are  procured  with 
the  greateft  certainty  from  earth 
that  has  been  peeled  and  burnt: 
the  foil  thus  prepared  is  well  fuited 
to  the  growth  of  potatoes.  In  this 
they  grow  gradually,  and  are  not 
forced  beyond  their  natural  fifce :  in 
doubtful  feed,  it  is  fafeit  to  plant  the 
fmalleft  potatoes  whole. 

The  foil  the  moft  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  curl,  is  that  which  is  rich 
in  itfelf,  much  manured,  and  has  a^ 
fouthern  afpeft.  In  other  fituations,* 
where  the  foil  is  not  rich,  and  the 
garden  is  cold,  either  from  its  being 
upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,,  or  expofed 
to  the  north,  the  curl  has  not  yet 
appeared ;  which  is  known  to  be 
the  cafe  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Radnorfhire  and  Montgomeryfhire. 
This  is  perfectly  consonant  with  my 
theory ,  for  where  the  foil  is  poor, 


and  the  fituation  cold,  the  plant9 
cannot  be  forced  into  a  fecond 
growth  by  earthing  and  manure. 

I  do  not  mean  to  difTuade  thofg 
who  are  anxious  to  raife  large  crops 
for  immediate  ufe,  from  earthing  and 
manuring  to  the  utmoft  extent;  I 
only  caution  them  againft  ufing  po- 
tatoes fo  raifed,  for  feed.  By  earth- 
ing and  manuring,  you  will  doubt- 
leis  raife  large  crops  of  large  pota- 
toes perfectly  good,  as  food,  but  im- 
perfect as  feed ;  for  the  vegetative 
power  will  be  impaired  by  this  forc- 
ing cultivation.  Hence  it  will  be 
the  intereft  of  every  prudent%  culti- 
Wor,  to  allot  a  portion  of  his  po- 
tatoe -garden  to  the  raifing  of  feed- 
potatoes.  If  the. difedHons  which  I 
have  given  be  followed,  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt  of  fuccefs ;  at  lead 
I  am  certain  that  .the  curl  will  not 
make  its  appearance. 

The  potatoe  is  alfo  liable  to  other 
diforders:  in  very  dry  feafons,  ex- 
crefcences  will  arife,  vulgarly  called 
the  fcab;  in  moift  feafons,  little 
holes  or  cavities  appear,  called  the 
canker;  and  both  thefe  diforders 
increafe  according  to  the  length  of 
time  they  remain  in  t$e  earth,  after 
having  acquired  maturity.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  that  thefe  dif- 
orders may  haften  the  decay,  and 
caufe  the  curl. 

One  method  of  preventing  the 
^diCeafe,  namely,  by  changing  the 
feed,  has  been  already  mentioned  : 
another  fource  of  prevention  offers, 
from  raifing  new  kinds  from  the 
feed  or  apple  of  the  plant,  or  th» 
fame  kinds  renewed  again  from  the 
feed.  Raifing  new  kinds  from  feed, 
however,  requires  no  fmall  portion 
of  difcernment ;  for  the  feed  from 
the  fame  plant  will  produce  fo 
many  varieties,  that  it  requires  nice 
judgment  of  the  cultivator  properly 

G  -3  "  to 


86        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1790, 

to  feledt.  Great  numbers,  from  in*  infe&ed,  can  never  be  cared,  yet 
fpection  only,  will  be  weeded  out  means  may  betaken  for  prevention; 
and  rejected ;  and  of  thofe  retained,  and  that  this  is  the  cafe  in  this  dif- 
more  will  be  again  rejected,  the  tri&,  is  evident ;  few  crops,  of  late 
fucceeding  and  following  years :  of  years,  having  failed,  by  being  mud 
the  remaining  few,  there  may  dif-  infected  with  this  diforder ;  for, 
ferent  characters  dill  exift ;  fuch  as  wherever  the  curl  has  appeared,  in 
ill  or  well  flavoured,  dofe  or  coarfe  ever  fo  fmaH  a  degree,  that  flock 
grained,  productive,  non-produc-  has  been  reje&ed  by  the  attentive, 
five,  Sic.  &c.  Each  may  have  their  cultivator,  and  new  {eed  obtained, 
refpe&ive  value :  but  I  think  it  may  I  am  the  more  encouraged  to 
be  generally  afterted,  that  the  finer  offer  you  thefe  hints,  for  that,  after 
kinds  {boner  degenerate ;  the  coarfe  having  drawn  them  up,  in  the  man- 
kinds, which  are  almoft,  if  not  al-  ner  here  fent,  I  read  them  over  to 
ways,  more  productive,  retain  their  a  very  intelligent  farmer  in  tail 
vigour  the  longeft.  The  following  neighbourhood,  who  faid  that  theft 
example  confirms  this  opinion.  thoughts  totally  correfponded  with 

Spring,  1785*.— I  procured  a  new  his  own.     1  have  (hewn  them  alio- 

kind   of  potatoe,   called  a   Dabb,  to  a  refpe&abfle  clergyman,  who,  to 

lately   raifed  from   feed;  where,  I  his  other  many  excellent  qualities, 

know  not :  the  character  of  which  is  always  ready  to  communicate  in* 

was,  large,  coarfe- grained,  ftrong-  formation,  and    has    favoured  me 

flavoured,  and  of  courfe   rejedled  with  the  following  extract  from  a 

ftom  the  table  j  but  being  very  jro-  private  letter. 
ducYive,  was  lifeful  for  cattle.     The        "A  labouring  man  in  my  neigV* 

lafl  year,  it  was  fo  much  improved,  bourhood  has  got  a  very  good  po- . 

as  to  be  no  longer  reje&ed  ;  it  frill  tatoe  :  the  only  fault  is,  that  out  of 

retains   the  quality   of  being  pro-  four  plants,  three  of  them  are  abo~ 

du&ive,  even  fo  much  as  yielding,  minably  curled ;  on  which  account 

this  prefent  year,  fix  bufhels  from  I  defired  he  would  give  me  four 

every  ftatute  perch.    It  ihould  be  potatoes.  From  each  potatoe  I  took . 

obferved,  thai  the  prefent  very  luxu-  zjkoot,  not  a  /en  in  order  to  te«  if 

riant  crop. may  be  in  great  meafure  the  (hoots  would   be  curled;  they 

owing  to  having  6een  planted  on  a  were  not :  fo,  poflibly,  their  not  be- 

virgin  foil,  which  was  never  before  ing  curled  may  be  accidental,  Of 

improved,  .or  broken  ud;  very  litrle  poffibly  the  curl  may  arife  from  the 

dung  was  ufed.   Here  if  an  evident  jfet  planted.     Another  year,  I  wilt. 

change   for  the  better ;  the  plants  plant  a  dozen,  or  more,  of  tStde 

are  vigorous,  and  there  is  at  pre-  potatoe  moots:  then,  if  there  flxould 

fent  no  appearance  of  decay :  this  be   no  curl,  I  (hall  be  clearly  of 

new  foil  may  be  a  means  of  pre-  opinion,  that  the  curl  arifes  from 

ferving  the  plant  a  few  years  longer;  fome  difeafe  in  the fet.     What. I 

but  a  total  change  of  feed  will,  in  mean  by  a  (hoot,  is— I  put  three  or 

time,  become  abiolutely  necefTary..  four  fets  into  a  flower-pot ;  when 

Hence  it. mould  appear,  that  a]-  they   have  (hot  to  be  about  two 

though  the  djfeafe,  after  the  prefent  inches  high,  and  have  fibres,  I  take 

lock  has  been,. to  a  certain  degree,  the  feu  up,  and*  with  a  knife*  cue 
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the  (hoots  off,  leaving  not  the  leaft 
piece  of  a  fet  oh  the  ihodt.  I  then 
plant  the  fhoots. 

Hiirfeley,  S.  H.^  " 

22d  July*  1789. 

1 

It  mould  appear*  From  the  above  ■ 
ingenious  experiment,  of  which  fu- 
ture trials  will  confute  or  confirm 
the  faft,  that  it  corroborates  thet 
above  theory^  by  proving  the  difeafe 
in  the  fet;   and  which,  when  the 
caufe  or  feat  of  diforder  is  lopped 
away,  the  cujre  is  effected  by  the 
force  of  nature  to  heal  itfelfi  and 
the   power    of  vegetation  on  the 
fmall  fibres,  which   retain  newly-- 
acquired  life,  though  from  an  in- 
fected parent  flock. 


Method  of  cultivating  and  curing 
Turkey  Rhubarb  from  Seed.  From 
the. fame, 

I  HAVE  ufualty  fown  the*  feed 
about  the  beginning  of  Februa* 
ry,  on  a  bed  of  good  foil  (if  rather 
Tandy,  the  better)  -expofed  to  an 
eaft  or  weft  afpect,  in  preference  to 
the  foutljj  obferving  a  full  fun  to' 
be  prejudicial  to  the  vegetation  of 
the  feeds,  ana  to  the  plants  whilft 
young* 

The  f6eds  are  belt  fown  mode- 
rately thick  (broad-caft)  treading 
them  regularly  in,  as  is  ufual  with 
parfneps  and  other  light  feeds,  and 
then  raking  the  ground  fmooth.  I 
have  fometimes,  when  the  feafon 
has  been  wet,  made  a  bed  for  tow* 
ing  the  rhubarb  feeds  upon,  about 
two  feet  thick,  with  new  dung  from 
the  liable,  covering  it  near  one 
foot  thick  with  good  foil.  The  in- 
tent of  this  bed  is  not  for  the  fake 
of  warmth,  but  folely  to  prevent  the 


riiing  of  earth-worms,  which,  in  a 
moift  feafon,  will  frequently  deftroy 
the  young  crop. 

If  the  feed  is  gobd>  the  plants 
Often   rife  too  thick;  if  fo,  when 
they  have  attained  fix  leaves,  they. 
fh«uld  be  taken  carefully  up  (where 
too  clofe)  leaving  the  Handing  crop 
eight   or  ten  inches  apart:  thof* 
taken  up  may  be  planted  at  th*\ 
fame  diftance*  in  a  frefh  fpot  of 
ground,  in  drder   to  furniih  other 
plantations.      Wheri   the  plants  in 
general  are  grown  to  the  fize  that 
cabbage-plants  are  ufnally  fet  out 
for  a  Handing  crop,  they  are  befi. 
planted  where  they  are  to  remain* 
in  beds  four  feet  wide,  one   row     ^ 
along  the  middle  of  the  bed,  leav- 
ing two  yards  diftance  betwixt  the 
plants,  allowing  an  alley  between' 
the  beds  about  a  foot  wide,  for  con- 
veniency  of  weeding  the  plants. 

In,the  autumn,  when  the  decayed 
leaves  are  removed,  if  the  fhovelirig' 
of  the  alleys  are  thrown  6ver  the 
crowns   of  the   plants,  it  will  be) 
found  Of  fervice. 

Cultivation  of  Turkey  Rhubarb  bj 
ojf-fets. 

On  taking  up   fome  plants  the'    ' 
laft  fpring,  I  flipped  off  feveral  ofF- 
fets  from  the  heads  of  large  plants : 
thefe  I  fet  with  a  dibble,  about  a 
foot  apart*  in  order,  if  I  found  them, 
thrive,  to  .remove  them  into  other 
beds.     On  examining  them  in  the  - 
Autumn*  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  the 
progrefs  they  had  made,  and  pleafed 
to  be  able  tq  furnifh  my  beds  with 
forty  ^plants  in   the  moft  thriving . 
flate.' " 

Though  this  was  my  firft  expe- 
riment of  its  kind,  I  do  not  mean 
to  arrogate  the  difcovery  to  myfelfi 

G  4  .having 


88        ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1790, 

having  known  it  recently  tried  by  which  the  fociety  had  offered  on  die 

others,  but  without  being  informed  produ&ion  of  yeaft,  of  which  yoa 

of  their  fuccefs.     I  have  reafon  to  obligingly  gave  him  fall  in  forma* 

think  this  valuable  drug  will,  by  this  tion.     As  1  found  November  was 

method,  be  brought  much  fooner  to  the  month  in  which  the  matter  was 

pcrfe&ion  than  from  feed.  to  be  decided,  I  deferred  troubling 

you  any  more  till  I  had  caufed  an 

Method  of  curing  Rhubarb.  experiment  to  be  repeatedly  tried; 

The  .plants   may  be  taken   up  which    a   domeftic    of  mine,  who 

either  early  in  the  fpring,  or  in  an-  brews  for  me,  had  at  that  time  firft 

tumn,  when  the  leaves  are  decayed,  made. 

in  dry  weather  if  poffible,  when  the        I  had  jsft  before,  with  his  affif- 

roots  are  to  be  cleared  from  dirt  tance,  impregnated  wort  with  fixed 

(without   warning)  :    let#  them   be  atr,  or  rather  a  decoction  of  malt 

cut  into  pieces,  and  with  a  (harp  in  water,  according  to  Dr.  Henry's 

knife  freed  from  the  outer  coat,  and  ingenious   method  *,    and  by  the 

expofed  to  the  fun  and  air  for  a  yeaft   thereby  obtained,  produced 

few. days,  to  render  the  outfide  a  good  bread.    This   led  him,  un- 

little  dry.  known  to  me,  to  try  whether  the 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  curing  experiment  would  not  fucceed  fall 

of  the  largeft  pieces,  a  hole  may  be  as  well  without   fixed  air;  which 

icooped  out  with  a  penknife  :  thefe  he  found  it  did.    He  accordingly 

and  the  fmailer  parts  are  then  to  be  brought  me  a  fmall  veflel  with  a  fall 

ftrung  on  packthread,  and  hung  up  head  of  yeaft  upon  it,  afluring  me 

in  a  warm  room  (I  have  always  had  .  with  fome  degree  of  exultation,  that 

the  conveniency  of  fuch  a  one  over  neither  oil  of  vitriol  with  chalk,  nor 

a  baker's  oven)  where  it  is  to  re-  any  portion  of  old  yeaft,  had  been 

main  till  perfectly  dry.     Each  piece  employed  on  the  occafion.     Th» 

may  be  rendered  more  fightly  by  a  greatly  furprifed  roe  ;  and  I  then 

common.. file,  fixing  it  in   a   fmall  ae fired  he  would  proceed  with  the 

vice  during  that  operation  :  after-  experiment  in  his  own  tqay,  and 

wards  rub  over  it  a  very  fine  pow-  endeavour  to  increafe  ihe  quantity 

der,  which  the  fmall  roots  furnifh  already  made,  by  what  additional 

in  beautiful  perfection,  for  this  and  decottion   of  malt  and   water  he 

every  other  purpofe  where  rhubarb  might  think  proper?  infilling  only 

is  required.  that  nothing  but  malt,  water,  ana 

_ heat,  fhould  be  employed  for  the 

J"  "  purpofe.    He  did  fo,  and  in  a  few 

Account  of  a  new  Method  of  generate  davs  increafed  the  original  quantity 

ing  Yeaft  \  in  T<wo  Letters,  from  ^  lt  became  fufficient  to  work  a 

.  the  Rev.  William  Mafon  of  Afton.  h°gfhead  <>**  fmall-beer,  which  pro- 

From  the  fame*  -  duced  ten  pounds  weight  of  perfefl 

%  yeaft;  and  this,  being  foon  after  pat 

LAST   fpring,   I  requefted    a  on  a  vat  for  a  hogfhead  of  ale,  wai 

friend  to  inquire  of  you  fome  found  to  be  augmented  to  forty-two 

particulars  concerning  the  premium  pounds. 

•  *.  Annua.  Regifter  fo,  the  y*r  ,7,«,  W«W*,  P.>* 
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The  difcovery  therefore  is  (imply  which  mult  be  repeated  in  the  ufual 
this:  "  that.yeafl  is  not  (as  has,  I  way,  as  it  rifes  in  a  common  vat: 
believe,  been  hitherto  thought)  then  add  a  Hill  greater  quantity  of 
forae  peculiar  and  unknown  fub-  the  fame  deco&ion,  to  be  worked 
fiance,  necefiary  to  be  added  to  in  the  largeft  vefTel,  which  will  pro- 
wort,  in  order  to  put  it  into  a  fer-  duce  yeaft  enough  for  a  brewing  of 
meriting  ftate ;'  but  that  malt  boiled  forty  gallons, 
in  water  will,  generate  it  (as  the  P.  S.  It  may  be  proper  ta  add* 
chemifls  fay)  perfe,  if  the  following  that  my  fervant  is  of  opinion,  that 
circumftances  be  attended  to :  a  proper  quantity  of  hops  boiled  in 

"  1  ft.  That  theprocefsbe  begun  the  liquor,  makes  the  fermentation 

with  afxnafl  quantity  of  the  decoc-  proceed  better;  but  as  it  may,  and 

tion.  has  actually  fucceeded  without  fuch 

"  2<lly.  That  it  be  kept  in  an  addition,  I   would    willingly  wwi. 

equal  degree  of  heat.     And,  them  to  be  omitted,  to  prevent  the 

"  3dly>  That,  when  the  fermenta-  bread  baked  with   it  from  tailing 

tion  is  begun,  it  fhould  be  aflifted  bitter.    Experience  only  can  decide 

and  augmented  with  frefh   decoc-  this ;  and  farther  experience  is  ftill 

tions  of  the  fame  liquor."  wanted,   to  make  a  perfect  recipe 

The  proportions  and  method  which  for  the  operation. 
my.  fervant  has  found  generally  to 
focceed,  I  will  now  give  you,  as  Dear  Sir, 

taken  from  his  own  words,  in  the        ACCORDING  to  my  promife,  I 

form  of  a  recipe.  write  to  inform  you  of  the  refult  of ' 

Procure  three  earthen  or  wooden  fome  more  experiments  which  have 
veflels  of  different  fizes  and  aper-  been  made  here,  under  my  direction, 
tares,  one  capable  of  holding  two  relative  to  yeaft ;  and  the  rather, 
quarts,  the  other  three  or  four,  and  becaufe  fhey  were  made  by  means 
the- third  five  or  fix :  boil  a  quarter  of  a  very  fimple  apparatus,  which 
of  a  peck  of  malt  for  about  eight  I  think  will  be  found  very  conve- 
or  ten  minutes,  in  three  pints  of  nient  on  fhip-board,  and  alfo  in 
water;  and  when  a  quart  is  poured  cottages,  &c.  *It  is  merely  a  wooden 
off  from  the  grains,  let  it  ftand  in  box,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
a  cool  place,'  till  not  quite,  cold,  but  inches  fquare,  open  on  one  fide,  in 
retaining  that  degree  of  heat  which  which  a  veffel  containing  the  wort 
the  brewers  ufually  find  to  be  pro-  is  placed ;  and  then  the  box  is  fet 
per  when  they,  begin  to  work  their .  with  the  open  fide  clofe  to  a  wall, 
liquor.  Then  remove  the  veffel  heated  by  a  fire  on  the  other  fide* 
into  fome  warm  fituation  near  a  fire,  when  the  thermometer  indicates  the 
where  the  thermometer  ftarids  be-  wall  to  be  about  8o* :  fo  'that  I 
tween  70  and  8odegrees  (Fahren-  imagine  the  back  of  a  chimney  in 
heit)  and  there  let  it  remain  till  the  a  fhip,  or  behind  an  oven  or  kitchen- 
fermentatiofl  begins,  which  willbe  fire  in- a  cottage,  would  be  found 
plainly  perceived  within  thirty  hours;  Very  convenient  for  the  procefs;  as 
and  then  two  quarts  more  of  a  like  the  vefTel  might  be  there  furrounded 
decoction  of  malt,  when  cool,  as  the  with  a  fmall  atmofphere  of  air,  fuf«< 
M  was ;  and  mix  the  whole  in  the  ficiently  warm  at  the  firft,  and  en- 
large*-fized  veffel,  and  ftir  it  well  in,  pable  of  being  continued  at  tha 

fame 
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fame  equable  temperature  for  a  fuf- 
ficient  time. 

A  box  of  this  kind,  in.  which  the 
following  experiments  were  made, 
was  placed  on  a  drefler  in  my 
kitchen,  more  than  eighteen  feet, 
from  the  kitchen -fire,  but  againft  a 
*  thin  wall,  which  divides  the  kitchen 
from  the  fervants  hall,  juft  behind 
the  fire-place  of  that  room;  and 
the  open  fide  of  the  box  turned  to 
the  heated  wall,  the  veflels  them- 
{elves  uncovered.  If  you  recollett 
the  trouble  you  fo  obligingly  took 
in  heating  your  office,  you  will 
think  this  method,  finee  discovered, 
of  performing  the  fame  experiment, 
of  confiderable  utility. 

Experiment.  1  ft.— Three  veflels 
were  fet  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
warm  box,  containing  a  quart  of 
liquor  each,  and  of  equal  ftrength 
with  refpeft  to  malt:  one  was  a 
decoction  without  hops,  another  with 
hops,  the  other  a  fimple  infufion  of 
malt:  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
the  hopped  deco&ion  produced  a 
fine  head  of  yeaft ;  the  other  de- 
coction fermented  as  well,  but  was 
twenty-rfour  hours  later ;  the  fimple 
infulion  was  near  thirty-fix  hours 
later,  and  the  yeaft  appeared  dark 
and  ill-coloured,  fo  that  my  houfe- 
keeper  thought  it  fpoiled ;  but  this 
bad  appearance  was  merely  owing 
to  its  not  having  been  boiled  and 
cleared,  for  it  made  very  light 
breakfaft  roils. 

This  experiment,  you  will  per- 
ceive, was  made  to  try  whether 
hops  (as  my  fervant  imagined)  were 
necetfary;  and  it  certainly  proves 
that  they  accelerate  the  fermenta- 
tion ;  but  it  proves  alfo,  that  nei- 
ther hops  nor  boiling  are  eflential 
to  the  procefs- 

Expeiiment    2d. —  Four    vefiels 
from  a  common    brewing  of  ale 
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were  placed  in  a  box  of  longer  &* 
mentions ;  one  contained  two  quarts i' 
a  fecond,  one;  a  third>  a  pint;  a 
fourth,  half  a  pint :  they  all  (hewed 
figns  of  fermentation  at  the  fame 
time,  viz.    in   about    twenty-  four 
hours ;  but  that  in  the  mug  or  pot . 
holding  a  pint  appeared  the  ftrong- 
eft,  which  my  fervant  thought  waj 
owing   to  the   fmaller  diameter  of- 
the  vefleU  which  was  fmaller  in  pro-* 
portion  to  the  half-pint;  but  as  it' 
flood  more  centrally  to  the  heat  of1 
the  fire  behind,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
excefs.   of  fermentation  proceeded 
from  that  caufe.     This  proves  that, 
the  quantity  you  begin  the  procefi* 
with  is  not  very  material :  though 
two  quarts  feem  to  be  moft  convex' 
nient  for  the  purpofe  of  baking. 

Experiment  3d,  Was  inftituted 
merely  to  find  whether  an  addition 
of  fugar  would  accelerate  the  fer- 
mentation ;  for  which  purpofe,  two 
quarts  of  hopped  liquor  were  tried 
in  feparate  veflels,  a  quart  in  each  t 
and  the  refult  was,  that  the'  decoc- 
tion, in  which  two  large  fpoonfuli 
of  coarfe  fugar  were  ftirred  in>  did 
not  ferment  in  the  lead,  though 
continued  in  the  warm  box  five  days 
and  nights ;  the  other  fermented  in 
about  thirty-fix  hours.  The  reafotf 
of  this  later  fermentation  than  of 
that  in  the  former  experiments* 
was,  that  the  liquor  ufed  was  from' 
a  '  brewing  of  fmall-beer.  Henc* 
we  may  conclude,  that  a  deco&iort 
of  the  ftrength  of  ale,  if  not  0/ 
itrong  beer,  is  the  beft  to  begin 
with. 

Account  of Experiments  on  the  Gent- 

ration  of  Yeaft  y  made  under  the  l** 

fpe&ion  of  the  Committee  of  Che* 

miftry,  in  the  Month  of  November 

1789. 
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FOUR  quarts  of  ground  malt 
were  put  into  a  new  flone  ware 
veiTel,  and  maflied  with  about  an 
equal  quantity  of  hot  water  in  the 
ufual  manner  for  brewing.  When 
the  mafh  had  flood  about  an  hour, 
tlie  wort  was  drawn  off,  and  three 
quarts  of  boiling  water  poured  on 
the  grams ;  when  this  had  flood  a 
due  time,  the  liquor  was  furTered 
to  run  off,  and  the  whole  liquor 
boiled  half  an  hour ;  being  then  (et 
to  cool,  was  poured  clear  from  the 
fediment,  and  then  put  in  a  room 
where  the  heat  was  regularly  kept 
up  to  fummer  heat,  or  near  8o°  of 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer.  It  flood 
in  this  degree  of  heat  till  fome  iigns 
of  fermentation  appeared  on  the 
furface ;.  which  came  on  in  about 
three  days. 

Anotherbrewing  was  then  made  as  % 
above  defcribed ;  and,  when  of  a  due 
heat,  flirred  into  the  former  liquor. 
In  about  twenty-four  hours  fome 
yeafl  appeared,  and  another  brew* 
ing  was  then  made ;  and,  when  of 
a  due  heat,  mixed  with  the  two 
former  ones,  and  well  beat  in,  the 
heat  being  Hill  kept  up  to  the  de- 
gree above  mentioned:  in  about 
two  days  more,  five  ounces  of  ex- 
cellent yeafl  were  collected  from  the 
furface  of  the  liquor. 

Some  of  this  yeafl  being  mixed 
with  a  due  proportion  of  flour,  wa- 
ter, and  fait,  anfwered  all  the  pur- 
pofes  intended  for  bread ;  and  might 
certainly  have  been  equally  well 
applied  to  brewing,  in  the  common 
method.  In  fine,  being  pure  and 
good  yeafl;  it  will  anfwer  all  the  in- 
tentions of  that  ufeful  article. 


Report  cfthe  Committee  on  Dr.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Hornby'/  trocefs  for  pro~ 
during  an  arden$  Spirit  from  Car* 


rots.     From    Tranfaflions   of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,   vol. 


11. 


WE  have  examined  the  famp!e> 
of  fpirits,   which  was.  tent 
by  Dr.  Hunter  of  York  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  we  have  read  the  ac- 
count of  the  experiment  on  the  fer- 
mentation and  dillillation  of  carrots, 
by-  which  the  faid  Tpirit  was  pro- 
duced.    The  experiment  was  made 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Hornby,  druggift 
in  York,  with  one  ton  and  eight 
flone  of  carrots,  which,  after  being _ 
expofed  to  the  air  a  few  days  to 
dry,  weighed  160  done,  and  mea- 
sured 42  bufhels;  they,  were  warn- 
ed, topped  and  tailed,  by  whitfe. 
they  loft  in  weight  1,1  flone,  and  in 
meafure  feven  bufhels  ;  being  then? 
cut,  they  were  boiled  with  the  pro- 
portion of  24  gallons  of  water  to 
one  third. of  the  above  quantity  of 
carrots,  until  the  whole  was  reduced 
to  a  tender .  pulp,  which  was  done 
in  three  hours  boiling.     From  thi*> 
pulp,  the  juice  was  eafily  extracted 
by  means  of  a  prefs,  and  200  gal- 
lons of  juice  were  produced  from . 
the  whole.     This  juice  was  boiled 
again,  with  one  pound  of  hops  five 
hours,   and  then  cooled  to   66   of 
Fahrenheit,  and  fix  quarts  of  yeafl    . 
being  added,  it  was  let  to  ferment. 
The  flrong  fermentation  lafled  48     ' 
hours,  during  which  time  the  heat 
abated  to   58  of  Fahrenheit;    12. 
gallons  of  un fermented  juice,  which 
had  been  referved,  were  then  heated 
and  added  to  the  liquor,  the  heat 
of  which  was  thus  raifed  again-  to. 
66,  and  the  fermentation   was  re- 
newed for  24  hours  more,  the  air  of 
the  brewhoufe  being  all  this  time     1 
at  46  and  44.     The  liquor  was.  now 
turned,  and  continued  to  work  three 
days  from  the  bung  -t  and,  laftly,  i$ 

was 
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was  (Milled,  and  the  firft  diftillation 
was  rectified  next  day  without  any 
addition.  The  produce  was  twelve 
gallons,  of  the  fame  quality  with 
the  fample. 

In  our  examination  of  this  fample, 
we  found  it  refembled  a  corn  fpirit 
in  flavour,  but  was  equal  to  a  corn 
fpirit  of  the  belt  kind,  and  it  was  a 
proof  fpirit. 

The  refufe  of  the  carrots  weighed 

48  (lone,  which,  added  to  the  tops 

and  tails,  made  provifion  for  hogs, 

befide  the  warn  from  the  fliil,  which 

,  meafored  114  gallons. 

From  this  experiment,  Dr.  Hunter 
draws  the  following  companion  be- 
tween the  diftillation  of  carrots  and 
that  of  grain. 

Twenty  tons  of  carrots,  winch 
will  make  200  gallons  of  proof 
fpirits,  may  be  bought  for  16 1. 

Eight  quarters  of  malt,  or  rather 
the  materials  for  diftillation,  con- 
fining of  malt,  wheat  and  rye,  may 
be  bought  for  1 61.  and  will  alfo 
make  200  gallons  of  proof  fpirit. 

The  refute  from  the  carrots  will 
be  960  ftone,  which,  at  id.  per 
ftone,  will  fell  for  4 1. 

The  lefufe  or  grains  from  the 
malt,  &c.  will  be  64  buihels,  each 
buftiel  weighing  about  three  ftone, 
which,  at  id.  per  ftone,  will  fell 
for  its. 

The  Doctor,  however,  fuppofes, 
that  the  manufacturing  of  the  fpirit 
from  carrots,  may  be  attended  with 
more  expence  than  the  manufactur- 
ing of  it  from  malt ;  but  imagines 
that  the  greater  value  of  the  refufe 
may  compenfate  for  that  expence, 
and  that  the  faving  of  corn  for  other 
purpofes,  is  an  object  worthy  of  at- 
tention and  -of  encouragement. 
(Signed)     Joseph  Black. 
James  Russell. 
19th  May,  1788.      JaM£S  HUTTON. 


Succefsful    Experiment     of    rearing' 
Cal-ves  without  Milk,  From  Tranf* 
aft  ions  of  the  Bath  Society,  vol.  v. 

Tytherton,  Dec.  3, 1789. 
SIR, 

THE  following  is  as  near  a 
calculation  of  the  expehces 
of  rearing  my  calves  without  milk, 
as  1  can  at  prefent  affert  In  the 
year  1787,  I  wearied  feventeen 
calves,  in  1788  twenty-three,  and 
in  1789,  fifteen  ditto.  I  bought  ia 
1787,  three  facks  of  linfeed;  I  put 
one  quart  of  the  feed  to  fix  quarto 
of  water,  which,  by  boiling  ten  mi- 
nutes, became  a  good  jelly;  this 
jelly  is  mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  tea  of  the  bell  hay  fteeped  in 
boiling  water.  .    . 

Having  my  calves  drop  at  di£ 
ferent  times,  I  did  not  make  an 
exact  calculation  of  the  expence  of 
this  hay  tea,  but  oat  of  my  three 
facks  of  feed,  I  had  better  than  two 
buihels  left  at  lafl.  I  gave  than 
the  jelly  and  hay  tea  three  times  a 
day ;  to  the  boy  who  looked  after1 
them  6  d.  per  day  ;  the  price  of  the 
linfeed  was  4s.  6d.  per  bufhtlj 
the  whole  three  years  feed  2I.  5s. 

My  calves  are  kept  in  a  good 
growing  Hate,  and  are  much  better 
at  this  time  than  my  neighbours' 
that  are  reared  by  milk;  they  do 
not  fall -off  fo  much  when  they  come 
to  grafs. 

I  am  your  obedient  fervant 
Thomas  Crook. 


General  Rules  for  the  Choice  ofSfte* 
taclcs,  and  for  the  Prejcrvatif*  f 
the  Sight*  From  Adam'/  Efy 
on  Vijion. 

THE  mod  general,  and  perhapa 
the  heft  rule  that  can  be 

given* 
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given,  to  .thofe  who  are  in  want  of 
affiftance  from  glafies,  in  order  fo 
to  choofe  their  fpedtacles,  that  they 
may  fuit  the  ftate  of  their  eyes,  is 
to  prefer  thofe  which  mew  objects 
neareft  their  natural  ftate,  neither 
enlarged  nor  diminifhed,  the  glalles 
being  near  the  eye,  and  that  give  a 
blacknefs  and  diftinttnefs  to  the  let- 
ters of  a  book,  neither  ftraining  the 
eye,  nor  caufing  any  unnatural  ex- 
ertion of  the  pupil. 

For  no  fpe&acles  can  be  faid  to 
be  properly  accommodated  to  the 
eyes,  which  do  wot  procure  them 
eafe  and  reft ;  if  they  fatigue  the 
eyes,  we  may  fafely  conclude,  either 
that  we  have  no  -occafion  for  them, 
or  that  they  are  ill  made,  or  not 
proportioned  to  our  fight 

Though,  in  the  choice  of  fpec- 
tacles,  every  one  muft  finally  deter- 
mine for  himfelf,  which  are  the 
glaffes  through  which  he  obtains 
the  mod  diftmd  vifion ;  yet  fome 
confidence  mould  be  placed  in  the 
judgment  of  the  artift,  ojF  whom' 
they  are  purchafed,  and  fome  atten- 
tion paid  to  his  directions.  By  try- 
ing many  fpe&acies  the  eye  is  fa- 
tigued, as  the  pupil  varies  in  fize 
with  every  different  glafs,  and  the 
eye  endeavours  to  accommodate  it- 
felf  to  every,  change  that  is  pro- 
duced. Hence,  the  purchafer  often 
fixes  upon  a  pair  of  fpedtacles,  not 
the  beft  adapted  to  his  fight,  but 
thofe  which  feem  to  relieve  him 
jnoft,  while  his  eyes  are  in  a  forced 
and  unnatural  date  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  when  he  gets  home,  and 
they  are  returned  to  their  natural 
Hate,  he  finds  what  he  has  chofen 
fatiguing  and  injurious  to  his 
fght. 
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Of  Pre/erven,    gnd  Rules  for  tbi 

Prefers  at  ivn  of  the  Sight. 

.  Though  it  may  be  impoffible  to 
prevent  the  abfolute  decay  of  fight; 
whether  arifing  from  age,  partial 
difeafe,  or  ilinefs,  yet  by  prudence 
and  good  management,  its  natural 
failure  may  certainly  be  retarded, 
and  the  general  habit  of  the  eyes 
ftrengthened,  which  good  purpofes 
will  be  promoted  by  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  following  maxims. 

I .  Never  to  fit  for  any  length  of 
time  in  abfolute  gloom,  or  expofed 
to  a  blaze  of  light.  The  reafons 
on  which  this  rule  is  founded,  prove 
the  impropriety  of  going  haftily 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
whether  of  darknefs  or  of  light,  and 
mew  us,  that  a  fouthern  afpect  is 
improper  for  thofe  whofe  fight  is 
weak  and  tender. 

>    To  avoid  reading  a   finall 
print. 

3.  Not  to  read  in  the  duflc ;  nor, 
if  the  eyes  be  difordered,  by  candle-* 
light.  Happy  thofe  who  learn  this 
lefibn  betimes,  and  begin  to  pre- 
ferve  their  fight,  before  they  are 
reminded  by  pain,  of  the  neceffitjr 
of  fparing  them;  the  frivolous  at- 
tention to  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of 
the  evening,  has  coll  numbers  the 
perfect  and  comfortable  ufe  of  their 
eyes  for  many  years :  the  mifchief 
is  effected  imperceptibly,  the  con- 
fequences  are  inevitable, 

4.  The  eye  fhould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  dwell  on  glaring  objects, 
more  particularly  on  firil  waking  in 
a  morning;  the  fun  fhould  not  of 
courfe  be  fuffered  to  fhine  in  the 
room  at  that  time,  and  a  moderate 
quantity  of  light  only  be  admitted. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  for  the  fame 
reafons,  the  furniture  of  a  bed 
ihould  be  neither  altogether  of  a 

white 
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white  or  red  colour ;  indeed,  thofe 
whofe  eyes  are  weak,  would  find 
confiderable  advantage  in  1  raving 
green  for  the  furniture  of  their  bed- 
chamber. Nature  confirms  the  pro- 
priety of  the  advice  given  *in  this 
rule :  for  the  light  of  the  day  comes 
on  by  flow  degrses,  and  green  is  the 
wniverfal  colour  fhe  preients  to  our 
eyes. 

5.  The  long-fighted  mould  ac- 
"cuftom  themfelves  to  read  with  ra- 
ther lefs  light,  and  fomewhat  nearer 
to  the  eye,  than  what  they  naturally 
like;  while  thofe  that  are  fhort- 
iighted,  mould  rather  ufe  themfelves 
to  read  with  the  book  ,as  far  off  as 
poffiblc.  By  this  means,  both  would 
improve  and  flrengthen  their  fight; 
while  a  contrary  courfe  will  increafe 
its  natural  imperfections. 

There  is  nothing  which  preftrves 
the  fight  longer,  than  always  ufing, 
both  in  reading  and  writing,  that 
moderate  degree  of  light  which  is 
*beft  Anted  to  the  eye;  too  little 
Arams  them,  too '  great  a  quantity 
dazzles  and  confounds  them.  The 
eyes  are  lefs  hurt  by  the  want  of 
light,  than  by  the  excefs  of  it ;  too 
little  light  never  does  any  harm, 
unlefs  they  are  drained  by  efforts  to 
fee  objects,  to  which  the  degree  of 
light  is  inadequate ;  but  too  great 
a  quantity  has,  by  its  own  power, 
4eftroyed  the  fight.  Thus  many 
"have  brought  on  themfelves  a  ca- 
taract,, by  frequently  looking  at  the 
fun,  or  a  fire ;  others  have  loft  their 
fight,  by  being  brought  too  fuddenly 
from  an  ^extreme  of  darknefs  into 
the  blaze  of  day.  How- dangerous 
the  looking  upon  bright  luminous 
objects  is  to  the  fight,  is  evident 
from  its  effects  in  thofe  countries 
which  are  covered  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  with  fnow,  where  bhnd- 
nefs  is  exceeding  frequent,  and  where 


the  traveller  is  obliged  to  cover  his 
eyes  with  crape,  to  prevent  the 
dangerous,  and  often  ftfdden  effefl* 
of  too  much  light :  even  the*nnti- 
tored  favage  tries  to  avoid  the  dan- 
ger, by  framing  a  little  wooden 
cafe  for  his  eyes,  with  only  two  oar- 
row  flits.  A  momentary  gaze  at 
the  fun  will,  for  a  time,  unfit  the 
eyes  for  vifion,  and  render  thein  in- 
fenfible  to  impreffions  of  a  milder 
nature.    . 

The  following*  cafes  from  a  fmafl. 
tract  on  the  «  Fabric  of  the  Eye}9 
are  fo  applicable  to  the  prefent  ar- 
ticle, as  to  want  no  apology  for 
their  infertion  here  ;  though,  ifany 
were  neceffarvj  the  ufe  they  will 
probably  be  of  to  thofe  whofe  com- 
plaints arife  from  the.  fame  or  fimilar 
cauies,  would,  I  prefume,  be  ftore 
than  fufficient. 

"  A  lady  from  the  country,  com* 
ing  to  refide  in  St.  James's  Square, 
was  afflicted  with  a  pain  in  her  eye, 
and  a  decay  of  fight.  She  could 
not  look  upon  the  ftones,  when  the 
fan  fhone  upon  them,  without  great 
pain.  This,  which  fhe  thought  wai 
one  of  the  fymptoms  of  her  dif- 
order,  was  the  real  caufe  ofit.  Her 
eyes,  which  had  been,  accuftomed 
to  the  verdure  of  the  country,  and 
the  green  of  the  pafture  grounds 
•before  her  houfe,  could' not  bear  the 
violent  and  unnatural  glare  of  light 
reflected  from  the  ftones;  fhe  was 
advifed  to  place  a  number  of  fmall 
orange  trees  in  the  windows  fo  that 
their  tops  might  hide  the  pavement, 
and  be  in  a  line  with  the  grafs.  She 
recovered  by  this  fimple  change  in 
the  light,  without  the  affiftance  of 
any  medicine;  though  her  eyes  were 
before  on  the  verge  of  little  lefs 
than  blindnefs." 

«  A  gentleman  of  the  law  had 
his  lodgings  in  Pall  Mall,  on  the 
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»ort^  fide,  his,  front  windows  were 
expofed  to  the  full  noon  fun,  while 
the  back  ropra,  having  no  opening, 
but  into  a  (mall  dole  yard,  fur* 
rounded  with  high  walls,  was  very 
idark ;  he  wrote  in  the  back  room, 
and  ufed  to  come  from  that  into  the 
front  room  to  breakfaft,  &c.  His 
fight  grew  weak,  and  he  had  a  con- 
flant  pain  in  the  balls  of  his  eyes  i 
he  tried  vifual  glafles,  and  fpoke 
with  oculifts,  equally  in  vain.  'Be* 
ing  foon  convinced,  that  the  coming 
Suddenly  put  of  his  dufky  ftudy,  into 
the  full  blaze  of  ftin-(hine,  and  that 
very  often  in  the  day,  had  tjeen  the 
real  caufe  of  his  diforder ;  he  took 
new  lodgings,  by  which,  and  for- 
bearing to  write  by  candle-light,  he 
was  very  foon  cured," 

JBlindnefs,  or  at  lead  miferable 
weaknefles  of  fight,  are  often  brought 
on  by  thefe  unfufpe&ed  caufes,. 
Thofe  who  have  weak  eyes,  mould 
therefore  be  particularly  attentive  to 
fuch  circumftances,  fince  prevention 
|s  eafy,  but  the  cure  may  be  diffi- 
cult, and  fometimes  impradacab^e^ 


When  the  eye  fenfibly  flattens,  all 
delay  is  dangerous  5  and  the  longer 
thofe  who  feel  the  want  of  affiftance, 
defer  the  ufe  of  fpeftacles,  the  more 
they  will  increase  the  failure  qf  the 
eye  ;  thefe  are  too  many  who*  pro- 
craitinate  the  ufe  of  them,  till'  at 
lad  they  are  obliged  to  ufe  glafles 
of  ten  or  twelve  inches  focus,  in- 
Head  of  thofe  of  36  or  40,  which 
would  otherwife  have  fuited  them ; 
thus  preferring  a  real  evil,  to  avoid 
one  that  is  imaginary.  Mr.  Tho- 
min  mentions  feveral  deplorable 
cafes  of  this  kind,  particularly  one 
of  a  lady,  who,  through  falfe  fbame, 
had  abftaihed  from  wearing  fpecla^ 
cles  fo  long  a  time,  that  at  laii  it 
was  impoffible  to  fuit  her,  but  with, 
thofe  adapted  to  eyes  that  have  been 
couched.  Whereas  the  inftances 
are  numerous  of  thofe  who,  by  uiing 
glafles  of  a  long  focus  at  the  firir. 
approaches  of  long-fightednefs,  haVe 
brought  back  -their  eyes  to  their 
natural  fight,  and  been  able  to  lay 
afide  their  fpe&acles  for  year*. 
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Ob/ewations   on  the  late  continuance 
oftbeufeof  Torture  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  by  George  Chalmers,  E/q ; 
from  Archaeologia,  vol.  x. 

IPrefumed  to  think,  that  what- 
ever had  a  tendency  to  trace  the 
modes  of  our  government,  or  to 
mark  the.  improvement  of  our  free- 
dom, would  not  be  deemed  by  you 
altogether  unworthy  of  your  learned 
curiofity.  And  1  was  thus  induced 
to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
warrant  of  the  privy  council,  as  late 
as  1620,  for  ujing  torture  onaperfon, 
who  was  fufpeded  of  tieafon;  which, 
as  a  link  connecting  former  pradtice 
with  fubfequent  difluetude,  may  be 
regarded  as  an  inftruclive  docu- 
ment. 

The  following  is  an  authentic 
copy  from  the  record: 

"  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
«'  Tower  of  London. 

«c  Whereas  Samuel  Peacock  was 
•'  heretofore  committed  prifoner  to 
M  the  Marlhalfea,  and  that  now  it  is 

thought  fit   upon  vehement  fuf- 

picion  of  high  treafon  againft  his 
**  majefty's  facred  perfon  to  remove 
"  him  thence,  and  to  commit  him 
««  to  the  Tower;  thefe  fhall  be 
€t  therefore  to  will  and  require  you 
"  to  repair  to  the  prifon  of  the 
"  Marfhalfea,  and  there  to  receive 
"  from  the  keeper  of  that  houfe  the 
4t  perfon  of  the  faid  Samuel  Pea- 
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"  cock,  and  him  fafely  to  convey 
"  under  your  cuftody  unto  the 
"  Tower  of  London,  where  you  are 
"  to  keep  him  clofe  prifoner  until 
"  further  order.  And  whereas  we 
"  have  thought  meet  to  nominate 
t€  and  appoint  Sir  Henry  Montagu, 
Knt.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  Sir  Thomas  Co- 
ventry, Knt.  his  Majefty's  Soli- 
citor General,  and  yourfelf,  to 
«  examine  the  faid  Peacock,  Sot  the 
"  better  difcovery  of  the  truth  of 
«'  this  treafon;.  this  fhall  be  like- 
"  wife  to  authorize  you,  or  any 
«'  two  of  you,  whereof  yourfelf  to 
"  be  one,  to  examine  the  faid  Pea- 
"  cock  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
"  put  him,  as  there  fhall  be  caufe, 
"  for  the  better  manifeftation  of  the 
*'  truth,  to  the  torture,  either  of  the 
*'  manacles,  or  the -rack;  for  which 
*<  this  fhall  be  your  warrant.  And 
"  fo,  &c.  The  19th  of  February, 
"  1619." 

Allow  me  to  fubjoin  a  few  ob- 
fervations.  The  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,, who  was  thus  entrufted,  was 
Sir  Allen  Apfley.  The  privy  coun- 
fellors,  who  dire&eo^  that  meafure, 
and  fighed  that  warrant,  were  the 
lord  chancellor  Bacon,  the  earl  of 
Worcefter,  who  was  then  lord 
privy  feal,  the  earl  of  Arundell, 
the  lord  Carew,  lord  Digby,  Ms. 
Secretary  Naunton,  and  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  who,  after-he  had  ceafed  to 
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be  chief  juftice,  as  a  privy  counci- 
lor fbmetimes  fancrioned  practices, 
which  he  lived  to  condemn  as  a 
writer. 

Bat  the  filence  of  the  record  does 
not  allow  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
king  was  either  prefent,  or  knew  of - 
this  tranfaclion. 

When  Sir  Edward  Coke  ptib- 
lifhed  his  fecond  Inftitute,  he  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  torture  was 
prohibited  by  the  following  Words 
rof  the  great  Charter :  "  Nullus  liber 
homo  ali quo  rncdo  defiruatur  nifiper 
legale  judicium  par  turn  Juortttn,  aut 
per  legem  terrae"  Nevefthclefs 
I  fear,  that  if  oar  criminal  proceed- 
ings, from  that  great  epoch  to  the 
acceffion  of  the  Tudor  family,  were 
fearched  wit^  malicious  diligence, 
many  inftances  of  torture  would  be 
found,  though  Magna  Charta  was, 
meanwile,  confirmed  by  feveral  Ite- 
rates. During  the  reigns  of  the 
^udbrsj  torture  was  often  ufed  upon 
flight  occafions.  Lord  Bacon'  re- 
IrSes  of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  when 
(he  could  not  be  perruaded  that  a 
book  was  really  writferf  by  the  per- 
ron whofe  name  it  bore,  me  faid 
with  great  indignation,  that  me 
would  have  him  racked,  to  produce 
his  author.  I  replied,  "  Nay, 
"  Madam,  he  is  a  doctor,  never 
"  rack  his  perfon,  rack  Ms  ftylej 
let  him  have  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  help  of  books,  and  be  en- 
joined to  continue  his  flory,  and 
I  will  undertake,  by  collating 
the  ftylos,  to  judge  whether  he 
«  were  the  author."  Th6  rack  wa's 
fhewn  to  Guy  Fawkes"  on  hi*  ex- 
ajnination,  as  king  James  himfelf 
relates.  Torture  was  ufcd  on  Pea- 
cock in  1620,  as  the  warrant  before-' 
mentioned  evinces.  When  Felton; 
anaffinatedRucliingham  in  1628,  and 
the  tfuefUon  was  propbfed  for  dtfr 
Vol.  XXXII. 
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covering  his  accomplices,  the  judges 
declared,  that  conliftent  with  law 
torture  could  not  be  u(ed,  as  Rufh- 
worth  has  recorded. 

Such  was  the  former  practice; 
and  fiich  the  happy  difufe  of  tor- 
ture in  England  I  Yet,  in  Scotland, 
the  rack  continued  to  terrify  and 
debafe  the  people  for  ages  after- 
wards. Sir  George  Mackenzie  has 
a  whole  chapter  OJ  Torture *  mewing- 
that  the  privy  council,  or  the  fu- 
preme  judges,  could  only  ufe  the 
rack  ;  how  thofe  were  punifhed  who 
inflicted  torture  onjuftly,;  and  who 
were  the  perfons  that  the  law  ex- 
empted: and  he  infrfts,  that  all  law- 
yers were  of  opinion,  that  even  after 
fenterice  criminals  might  be  tor- 
tured, for  knowing  their  accom- 
plices. Yet,  he  fhews  incidentally, 
that  though  the  practice  of  torture 
continued  in  Scotland  till  the  revo- 
lution, yet  the  privy  douhcil  refufed 
in  1 666,  to  order  the  covenanters  to 
be  racked  after .  condemnation ;  af- 
irgning  as  a  reafon:  "  Na?h  pojl  c6n- 
tf  demhaiitmm,  judtces  fundi  funt  of- 
"  ficio"  The"  learned  lord  Stair  cbri- 
fffiris  what  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
Jiad  thus  fcrid*  down  before  him. 

It-  k  very  remarkable,  that  wnerj, 
the  paxrUarnettt  of  Scotland  framed 
their  claim  of  right,  in  April  1689, 
they  drily  declared,  that  ttie\  ufirig 
torture,  without  evidence,  or  in  or* 
dinary  crimes',  is  contrary  to  law*. 
It  requires'  no  elaborate  commentary 
to  prove,  that  when  triere  was  evi- 
dence of  extraordinary  crimes,  tor- 
ture might  frill  be  lawfully  ufed  in 
Scotland  fubfequent  to  fhe  revolu- 
tion*; It"  was  the  union,  and  the  fa- 
lUtary  fpirit  which  that  happy  mea«? 
fure"  Mrbugnt  with'  it,  that  freed 
Scotland-  from  tHe  danger  arid  re* 
proach  of  trfing  torture  in  any  cafe., 
And  it'  wnr  die-  a&  of  tHe  BritiiK 
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parliament  which  was  pafled,  in 
4.708  ,for  improving  the  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms^  that  put  an  end  to 
torture,  by  ena&ing,  among  other 
favourable  regulations,  that  no  per- 
fonaccufed  of  any  crime  in  Scot- 
land mall  be  liable  to  torture. 


Dcfcription  of  the  Great  Pagoda  of 
Madura,  and  the  Choultry  of  Tri-  t 
mul    Naik,   by    Mr.    Blackader. 
From  the  fame, 

DURING  my  refidence  in  India, 
I  was  ftationed  for  feveral 
years  at  Madura,  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  about  three  hundred  miles 
from  fort  St.  George,  and  about  fe- 
venty  miles  from  the  fea. 

In  this  diftrift  there  are  fituated 
fomeofthe  moll  magnificent  build- 
ings now  to  be  met  with  in  India, 
whether  we  confider  their  immenfe 
fize,  or  the  richnefs  of  the  workman- 
ihip ;  and  thefe  edifices  are  render- 
ed objedb  of  great  curiofity  to  the 
European   observer,  by    the  Angu- 
larity of  their  architecture,  which  is 
different  from  any  thing  to  be  feen 
in  other  countries.      I   was  much 
ftruck  with  thefe  remarkable  monu- 
ments  of  the    Hindoo-   tafte    and 
grandeur.     What  added  to  my  afto- 
nilhment  was   the  incredible  labour 
which  mull  have  attended  their  erec- 
tion, from  the  ignorance  of  the  na- 
tives in  the  application  of  the  me- 
chanical powers ;  fo  that  I  became 
particularly  folicitous  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to   convey  fome  idea  of 
them  to  thofe  who -make  antiquities- 
more  particularly  their  ftudy. 

The  religion  of  the  Hindoos  con- 

frfts  of  the  worfhip  of  only  oned  ity, 

But  the  names  by  which  he  ;s  known 

■in  diiFercnt   cfiftri&s  are  very   nu- 


merous, as  are  alfo  the  variouVfofW 
under  which  he  is  reprefented.    to 
honour  of  this  deity   an  edifice  or 
temple  is  ere&ed ;  in  the  centre  i» 
placed  his  image,  before  which  the 
religious  ceremonies  of  the  pridb' 
are  performed.     rl  he  building  is  in 
general  fmall,  and  fituated  in  an  area 
or  open  fpace,  enclofed  by  one  or 
more  walls  of   a  fuificient  height 
almoft  wholly  to   conceal  it    Bc- 
fides  the  temple,  there  is  a  very  large 
and  high  building  which  makes  a 
part  of  the  wall,  being  half  enclofed 
by  it,  through  which  is  the  entrance 
into  the  area.     This  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  fteeple,  not  being  intend- 
ed for  any  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  attracting  the  public  attention, 
having  only  a  fmalLapartment  in 
each  ftory,  and  a  ftaircafe  leading  to 
the  top;     Thefe  two  buildings  are 
funilar  in   fhape  externally,  differ- 
ing   only    in    fox.      The  finaller 
building  contains  the  apartment  for 
the  adoration  of  the  deity,  which 
is  lighted  by  lamps,  there  being  * 
openings  to  admit  the  light;  andthe 
larger  one  at  the  lower  part  forms  a 
magnificent   gateway    or  entrance- 
quite  through  it,  each  ftory  having  a 
fmall  lateral  window. 

The  infide  ©f  the  wall  endofing 
the  area  has-  fometimes  a  fingle  or 
double  colonade  all  round;  which 
being  covered  over,  the  top  forms* 
a  parapet  for  thepurpofes  of  defence 
in  time  of  war. 

As  the  temple*  are  by.  much  tofr 
fmall  to  contain  the  great  concourfe 
of  people  who  come  to  celebrate  the* 
public  feftivals  and  worfhip  the 
deity,  there  is  in  general  a  largt 
building  for  tha*  purpofe  attached 
to  it,  called  a  choultry,  which  isconv 
pofed  of  a  number  ef  columns  at 
certain  diftances,  and  covered  with 

a  flat  roof;  thefe  vary  in  number 
g  and 
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bn&  Magnificence  according  to  the 
richnefs  of.  the  church. 

The  relative  foliation  which  thefe 
buildings  have  to  each  other  being 
explained,  I  fhall  proceed  to  a  more 
particular  defcription  of  the  temple 
and  choultry  at  Madura. 

The  temple  is  facred  to  the  deity 
under  the  name  of  Chocalingam;  and 
indeed  the  feme  name  (that  of  Lin- 
lam)  is  adopted  all  over  India. 


ing  much  the  largeft;  the  others  ard 
of  brick,  covered  over  with  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  plaifter  called  cbu- 
nam*,  becoming  fmaller  as  they 
grow  up ;  the  upper  ftory  being  co- 
vered with  copper  very  richly  gilt. 
The  external  furface  is  ornamented 
every  where  with  different  repre- 
fentations  of  the  deity  and  panda- 
rams,  or  religious,  beggars,  inter-^ 
fperfed  with  animals.     ITie  bafe  of 


The  image  or  reprefentation  of  the  figures  is  brick,  and  the  other 
the  deity  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  part  plaifter,  or  chunam,  which  takes 
the  apartment  facing  the  door.     It    a  fine  polifh,  and  is  very  durable,; 


!s  a  block  of  black  granite,  about 
four  feet  high,  of  a  conic  fhape, 
with  the  outlines  of  a  human  face 
on  the  top,  and  a  gold  arch  over  it, 
carved  in  open  work,  refembling  the 
glory.  .  . 

This  figure  is  never  moved  from 
its  place;  but  the  bramins  upon  par- 
ticular occafions  bring  out  a  repre- 
fentation of  the  deity  to  gratify  the 
public,  at  which  time  he  is  fuppofed 


to  have  affumed  a  human  form,  of    ing  f . 


Moft  of  the  ftories  are  very  obfeure 
and  fabulous. 
*  The  temple  is  fufficiently  large. for 
the    performance  of  the   religious 
ceremonies,  which  is  the  buiinefs  ot 
the  bramins,  and  confifts  chiefly  in 
warning  the  figure  with  water,  an-, 
nointing  it  with  oil,  burning  per- 
fumes, and  decorating  it  witl}  flow- 
ers.*   Thefe   ceremonies    are    per- 
formed daily,  with  mufic  anddanc-. 


about  three  feet  in  height,  with  four 
arms,  made  of  gold>  and  in  a  very 
fingular  manner  richly  ornamented 
with  jewels  and  filks. 

This  image  is  carried  Oh  men's 
moulders  in  this  form  feated  on  a 
throne,  attended  by  the.  bramins  as 
his  fervants,  and  feldom  appears  in 
public  without  being  accompanied 
by  his  wife  Minachie. 
,  The  temple  is  four  ftories  high, 
and  meafures  about  fixty-eight  feet, 
and  at  the  bafe  *  forty-three  feet 
fquare,  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  py- 
ramid ;  the  firft  ftory  is  of  Hone,  be- 


All  thofe  who  come  to  pay  their 
devotions  do  not  enter  the  temple ;- 
but  fome  make  their  applications  in 
the  area,  being  fatisfied  if  they  fee 
the  figure. 

Heretics  are  never  admitted  intd 
the  temple,  nor  even  into  the  area y 
and,  fhould  it  ever  happen,  the  placef 
is  defiled,  and  to  purify  it  the  bra-* 
mins  perform  certain  ceremonies/ 
Which  confift  in  rubbing  the  wall* 
with  cow  dung,  fprinkling  them 
with  the  urine,  and  making  an  of- 
fering. 

The  outer  building  or  fteeple  is 


"'3. 


;  *  Mq^ar.  made  of  pounded  alabafter  or  (hells  beat,  mixed  with  thin  fyrup  to 
make.it  adhere. 

*  f  Every  temple,  whofe  revenues  can  afford  it,  has  a  fet  of  dancjng  girls  and 
rnufic  men  dependent  oh  it,  who  areflaves  to  the  pagodas,  and  bear  tne  mark  ot* 
tjie  temple,  which  is  a  trident  burnt  on  their  right  arm.  They  do  not;  refide  in  the 
urfnple,  but  muft  attend  whenever  required.  -  The  number  of  girls  attached  to  this 
^niple"  at  Madras  is  about  3 o»k 

t*ilv  Ha  built  ■ 
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built  In  the  fame  manner,  and  ha* 
the  fame  ornaments  as  the  temple; 
it  is  i6z  feet  high,  116  broad  at 
the  bafe,  and  64  in  thicknefs.  There 
is  no  particular  purpofe  to  which  it 
is  appropriated  that  I  could  ever 
find  out ;  yet  there  is  this  curious 
circum  fiance  refpe&ing  it,  that,  in 
the  difputes  between  the  church  and 
the  government,  which  are  of  a  feri- 
ous  nature,  fome  enthufiaft  goes  up 
in  great  form  with  mufic  to  the  top 
of  it,  and  makes  a  vow,  that,  if  the 
dilpute  is  not  fettled  in  a  certain 
time,  he  will  throw  himfetf  from 
the  pinnacle.  The  dread  of  having 
this  man's  blood  upon  their  heads 
generally  brings  about  an  accommo- 
dation; and  I  have  only  heard  of 
one  inftance  where  he  was  under  tho 
necefiny  of  fulfilling  his  vow. 

The  area  which  contains  the  tem- 
ple is  nearly  500  yards  fquare* 

The  age  and-  founder  o(  tMefe 
building?  is  wit  to  be  ascertained,  as 
the  bramins  conceal  the  dates,  from 
an  idea  that  their  great  antiquity  in- 
oreafes  the  veneration  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Choultries  are  not  only  annexed 
to  temples,  but  built  in  different 
places  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers,  and  are  frequently  en- 
dowed with  revenues  by  charitable 
perfons  for  the  purpofe  of  difati bat- 
ing provifions.  They  are  generally 
built  of  ftone,  with  a  flat  or  terraced- 
roof  of  the  fame  materials;  they 
have  commonly  three  fides  fhut  out 
from  the  weather,  and  %the  one  left- 
open  is  generally  that  feeing  the 
fouth  or  north,  but  more  commonly 
the  north,  by  which  means  neither 
the  fun,  nor  tie  unwholefome  winds, 
that  blow  in  March  and  April,  can 
incommode  the  inhabitants. 

The  great  choultry  of  Timul  Nai£ 
was  begun  in  the  fecond  year  of  his 


reign,  in  the  year  1623,  asd  wa» 
finifhed  in  twenty-two  yean,  and  i» 
faid  to  have  coil  above  a  million 
fterling ;  but  it  is  to  be  underftood, 
that  every  village  was  obliged  to 
fend  a  certain  number  of  wo  kinen, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  fubfifted,  but  re- 
ceived no  wages,  which  considerably 
dxminifhed  the  expence. 

It  is  built  of  an  oblong  fquaie 
form,  and  confifts  of  1 24  pillars  of 
ftone  placed  in  four  rows.  The- 
manner  of  executing  it  was  as  fol- 
lows. They  dug  pits  at  ftated  dis- 
tances down  to  fa>nd  for  a  founda- 
tion, in  which  they  placed  their  pil- 
lars, which  are  compofed  only  of 
one  ftone  roughly  cut  before  they 
were  fixed  in  thefe  pits ;  and  when 
they  were  all  amngedr  the  different 
figures  were  carved-  upon  them. 
When  they  did  not  find  iand  or  gra- 
vel, they  put  in  fand,  and  rammed 
it  well  down  before  they  placed  the 
columns. 

The  pillars  are  twenty  feet  high; 
over  thefe  pillafs  were  placed  the 
capitals,  that  are  compofed  of  a 
number  of  (tones  geometrically 
placed,  fo  as  to  Men  the  breadth  of 
roof,  which  they  do  cohfttierably. 

The  roof  itfelf  is  compofetf  of 
long  ftones,  reaching  from  capital  ta 
capital,  which  being  vfetyheavy,.*rid 
from  their  length  liable  to  accidents, 
they  were  raifed  ta  their  place*  in 
the.  following  manner :  the  (pace1 
between  the  pillars,  as  high  as  the 
top  of  the  capital,  wa&  fo  filed  With 
earth,  as  to  form  an  inclined  plane* 
along  which  the  ftones  were  rolled 
up  to  their  fituation*  arid  tine  earth 
afterwards  removed.  Theft  ftoMS 
ate  again  covered  with  a  layer-  o£ 
bricks  cemented  by  chunanu 

The  pillars  are  curioutfy  carvedt 
with  different  figures  reprefentto^ 

{lories 
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ftorief  connecled  with  their  religion, 
and  the  family  of  the  founder  of  the 
choultry,  with  a  number  of  device! 
cf  the  workmen's  own  invention. 

I  took  the  trouble  of  procuring 
copies  of  the  defcriptions  of  the 
different  columns,  as  registered  in 
the  accounts  of  the  temple,  and  of 
having  them  literally  translated ; 
and  mall  annex  a  description  of  two 
or  three  of  the  pillars,  as  affording 
a  fpecimen  of  their  ridiculous  and 
•abfurd  notions  xefpe&ing  religious 
hiitory. 

Defer iption  tfthe  Founder's  Pillar, 

This  pillar  reprefents  Trimul 
Naik  with  his  four  wives,  two  on 
each  fide,  in  a  fupplicating  pofture ; 
the  firil  was  daughter  to  Ergi  Ra- 
guah,  king  of  Tan  jour ;  the  fecond 
was  daughter  to  the  king  of  Tra- 
vencore ;  the  other  two  were  d&ugh,- 
ters  to  independent  poliigars.  The 
4rft  has  a  mark  on  her  thigh,  which . 
was  a  wound  (he  received  from  her 
hufband  by  a  creefe,  for  faying, 
when  he  aflced  her  opinion  of  his 
palace,  that  it  was  not  equal  to  her 
father's  neceffary.  There  are  two 
other  figures  behind  of  young  wo- 
men  betrothed  to  him.  They  are 
all  richly  dreffed,  and  as  large  as 
life.  Below  thefe  are  fome  figures 
of  the  women  of  his  haram,  of 
which  he  had  j6o,  with  attend- 
ants. 

Another  pillar  reprefents  the  ra~ 
jah  Fundi,  when  he  reigned  in  Ma- 
dura. He  went  a  hunting  to  the 
weftward,  tp  a  village  ten  miles 
from  Madura,  in  a  wood  abound- 
ing with  wild  hogs,  where  he  met  a 
boar  and  a  few,  with  twelve  pigs. 
The  boar  killed  feveral  of  his  at- 
tendants, upon  which  \\#  rajah  fhot 
him  with  an  arrow;  which  enraged 


the  female,  who  wounded  feveral 
of  his  people,  and  was  herferf  like* 
wife  tolled  by  the  rajah ;  the  young 
pigs  being  destitute,  Menachie,  wife 
tao  Chocalingam,  begged  her  huf- 
band to  (npport  the  pigs,  which  he 
agreed  to  do,  and  gave  them  fuck 
under  the  form  of  a  fow.  The  effect 
of  the  god's  milk  was  Arch  as  made 
them  reasonable  beings,  and  their 
bodies  became  as  men,  but  Hill  re- 
taining the  heads  of  pigs.  Choca** 
lingam  afterwards  made  the  rajah 
fupport  thefe  twelve  pigs  as  princes 
in  his  palace. 

Another  pillar  reprefents  Abkhe 
Pundiam,  rajah  of  Madura,  paying 
his  devotions  to  Chocalingam,  which 
pleafed  the  fwamy  (or  deity)  fb 
fnuch,  that  he  metamorphofed  hlmfelf 
into  a  pandaram,  who  came  and  per- 
formed miracles  in  Madura ;  mak- 
ing the  old  young,  and  the  young 
old ;  'giving  fight  to  the  blind ;  and 
moving  large  trees,  &c.  The  rajah, 
hearing  of  this,  fent  lor  the  panda* 
ram,  who  refu&d  to  come  to  him, 
but  met  the  'rajah  in  one  of  the 
pafiages  coming  from  his  devotions'; 
when  the  rajah  aflced  him  of  the 
miracles  he  could  perform,  of  which 
he  had  heard  fo  rnuch ;  and  begged 
him  to  make  the  done  elephant 
come  down  and  eat  the  fugar-cane 
he  held  in  his  hand,  which  the  pan- 
daram immediately  did.  The  rajah, 
much  furprized,  con&fted  the  pre-* 
fence  of  Chocalingam. 

There  are  not  only  in  the  chouU 
tries,  but  alio  on  the  pagodas, 
many  indecent  figures,  which  are 
not  connected  with  religion,  btrt 
carved  purpofely  to  divert  the  at- 
tention, and  prevent  the  mind  of 
the  beholders  from  being  envious, 
as  their  fuperftition  leads  them  to 
fuppofe  that  envy  can  hurt  the  build- 
ing. — -^ 
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It  is  a  curious  circumftance,  that, 
*if  any  perfon,  having  begun  one  of 
thefe  public  buildings,  lhould  die 
before  the  completion,  nobody  will 
aftarwards  add  a  fingle  Hone,  as  it 
would  not  convey  his  name  to  pof- 
terity,  but  tljat  of  the  original 
founder. 

The  founder  of  this  choultry  lived 
tp  compleat  four  of  the  largeft  buildr 
ings  in  India.  This  choultry,  a 
pagoda,  a  tank  three  quarters  of  a 
jnile  fquare,  twenty  feet  deep,  and 
faced  with  (tone,  and  a  grand  palace 
ornamented  with  beautiful  black 
granite  pillars,  fome  of  which  are 
twenty  feet  high,  cut  out  of  one 
itone.     •     .   * 


Of  the  Antiquity  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don ;  from  Mr,  Pennant'*  Account. 

IT  was  from  the  merchants  wha 
frequented  our  ports  that  Caefar 
received  the  firft  intelligence  of  the 
nature  of  our  country,  which  in- 
duced him  to  undertake  the  invafion 
of  Britain,  and  which  in  after-times 
layed  the  foundation  of  its  conqueft 
by  the  Romans. 

There  is  not  the  leaft  reafon  to 
doubt  but  that  London  exillcd  at 
that  period,  and  was  a  place  of 
much  refort.  It  flood  in  fuch  a 
fituation  as  the  Britons  would  feleft, 
according  to  the  rule  they  eftablifh- 
ed.  An  immenje  foreft  originally 
extended  to  the  river  fide,  and  even 
as  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  co- 
vered the  northern  neighbourhood 
of  the  city,  and  was  filled  with  va- 
rious fpecies  of  bcafts  of  chace.  It 
was  defended  naturally  by  fofles; 
one  formed  by  the  creek  which  ran 
along  Fleet-ditch,  the  other,  after- 
wards known  by  that  of  Walbrook, 
The  fouth  fide  was  guarded  by  the 


Thames.  *  The  north  they  might 
think  AitEciently  protected  by  the 
adjacent  foreft.    - 

Near  St.  Swithin's  church  is  a 
remnant  of  antiquity,  whieh  fome 
have  fuppofed  tp  have  been  Britilh; 
a  Hone,  which  might  have  formed 
a  part  of  a  Druidical  circle,  or  fome 
other  objed  of  the  ancient  religion, 
as  it  is  placed  near  the  center  of 
the  Roman  precin&s.     Others  have 
conje&ured  it  to  have  been  a  milli- 
ary  flone,  and  to  have  ferved  a3  a 
ftandard,  from  which  they  began  to 
compute  their  miles.     This  feems 
very  reasonable,    as   the   diftances 
from  the  neighbouring  places  co- 
incide very  exactly.     At  all  times 
it  has   been  preferved  with  great 
care,  was  placed  deep  in  the  ground, 
and  ftrongly  faftened  with  Dars  of 
iron.     It  feems  preferved  Hke  the 
Palladium  of  the   city.     It  is  at 
prefent  cafed  like  a  relique,  within 
free-ftone,  with  a  hole  left  in  the 
middle,  which  difcovers  the  origi-: 
nal.     Certainly  fuperftitious  re(peft 
had  been  payed  to  it ;  for  when  the 
notorious  rebel  Jack  Cade  patted  by 
it,  after  he  had  forced  his.  way  intp 
the  city,  he  ftruck  his  fword  on 
London  /tone,  faying,    "  Now  is 
Mortimer  lord  of  this  citie;"  as  if 
that  had  been  a  cuftomary  ceremony 
of  taking  pofleflion. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Romans  pofMed  them- 
felves  of  London  in  the  reign  of 
Claudius ;  under  whom  Aulus  Plau- 
tius'  took  Camalodunam,  the  prefent 
Maldon,  in  Eflex,  and  planted  there 
a  colony,  confining  of  veterans  of 
the  fourteenth  legion,  about' a  hun- 
dred and  five  years  after  the  firft  in- 
vafion of  our  ifland  by  Caefar.  This 
was  the  firft  footing  the  Romans 
had  in  Britain.  It  feems  certain 
that    London  and    Verulam  were 

taken 
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taken  pofleflion  of  about  the  fame 
time ;  but  the  laft  c lames  the  honor 
of  being  of  a  far  earlier  date,  more 
opulent,  populous,  and  a  royal  feat 
before  the  conqueft  of  Britain.  Ca- 
malodunum  was  made  a  Colonia,  or 
a  place  govt raed  entirely  by  Ro- 
man laws   and  cuftoms  ?    Verula- 


1C3 

bits  of  bones  emulating  ivory* 
horfe-collars,  toys  of.  amber,  and 
glafles,  and  other  articles  of  the 
fame  material.  We  need  not  infift 
on  the  commerce  of  this  period,  ' 
for  there  was  a  great  trade  carried 
on  with  the  Gauls  in  the  days  of 
Caefar :  that  celebrated  invader  af- 


mium,  a  Municipium,  in  which  the  figning,  as  his  reafon  for  attempt- 
natives  were  honored  with  the  pri-  ing  this  ifland,  the  vaft  fupplies 
vileges  of  Roman  citizens,  and  en-  which  we  gave  to  his  Gaulifh  ene- 
joyed  their  own  laws  aad  confti-  mies,  and  which  interrupted  his  con- 
tutions ;  and  Londinuin  only  a  Pra£  -quefts  on  the  continent. 
fe6hira»  the  inhabitants,  a  mixture  When  the  Romans  became  maf- 
«f  Romans  and  Britons,  being  fuf-  ters  of  London,  they  enlarged  the 


fered  to  enjoy  no  more  than  the 
name  of  citizens  of  Rome,  being  go- 
verned by  praefe&s  fent  annually 
from  thence,  without  having  either 
their  own  laws  or  magiftrates.  It  was 


precincts,  and  altered  their  Vorm. 
It  extended  in  length  from  Lud- 
gate-hill  to  a  fpot  a  little  beyond 
the  Tower.  The  breadth  was  not 
half  equal   to   the  length,  and  at 


even  then  :of  fuch  concourfe,   and    each   end   grew   confiderably   nar- 


fuch  vaft  trade,  that  the  wife  con- 
querors did  not  think  fit  to  truft  the 
inhabitants  with  the  fame  privileges 
as  other  places,  of  which  they  had 
hh  reafon  to  be  jealous. 

There  is  no  mention  of  this  im- 


rower.  The  time  in  which  the  wall 
was  built  is  very  uncertain.  Some* 
afcribe  the  work  to  Conftantine  the 
great.  Maitland,  to  Theodofius, 
governor  of  Britain  in  369.  Pof- 
fibly  their  founder  might  have  been 


portant    place,    till   the    reign    of    Conftantine,  a*  numbers  of  coins  of 


Nero ;  when  Tacitus  fpeaks  of  it 
as  not  having  been  diftitiguiftied 
as  a  colony,  but  famous  for  its  great 
concourfe- of  merchants,  and  its  vaft 
commerce :  this  indicates,  at  left, 
that  London  had  been  at  that  time 
of  fome  antiquity  as  a  trading 
town,* and  founded  long  before  the 
reign  of  that  ^emperor.  The  ex- 
ports from  hence  were  cattle,  hides, 
and  corn ;  dogs  made  a  fnaall  arti-- 
•cle;  and,  let  me  add,  that  (laves 
•were  a  confiderable  object.  Our 
internal  parts  were  on  a  level  with 
•the  African  flave  coafts ;  and  wars 
among  the  petty  monarchs  were 
promoted  for  the  fake  of  a  traffic 
now  {o  ftrongly  controverted.  The 
imports  were  at  firft  fait,  earthen 
ware,  and  works  in  brafs,  polifhed 


his  mother  Helena  have  been  dis- 
covered under  them,  placed  there 
by  him  in  compliment  to  hef.  To 
fupport  this  conjecture,  we  may 
ftrengthen  it  by  faying,  that  in  ho- 
nor of  this  emprefs,  the  city,  about 
that  time,  received  from  her  the 
tilte  of  Augufta ;  which,  for  fome 
time,  fuperfeded  the  antient  one  of 
Londinium.  Long  before  this  pe- 
riod, it  was  fully  Romanized/  and 
the  cuftoms,  manners,  buildings,  and 
arts  of  the  conqueror  adopted.  The 
commerce  of  the  empire  flowed  in 
regularly;  came  in  a  direcl  channel 
from  the  feveral  parts  then  known, 
not  as  in  the  earlier  days  (when 
defcribed  by  Strabo)  by  the  inter- 
vention of  other  nations ;  for  till 
the  fettlement  of  the  Roman  con- 
H  4  '  queft, 
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cmeft,  nothing  could  come  imme? 
diately  jrom  Itahr.  The  ahtient 
courfc  of  the  walfi  was  as  follows : 
*— It  began  with  a  fort  near  the 
prefent  nte  of  the  Tpwerr  was  cos- 
tumed along  the  Minorics,  and  the 
back  of  Ifoundfditch,  acrofs  Bi- 
fhopfgate-ftreet,  in  a  flirait  line  by 
London-wall  to  Cripplegate ;  then 
returned  fouthward  by  Crpwder's 
Well  Alley,  (where  feveral  rem- 
nants of  lofty  towers  were'  lately 
to  be  feen)  to  Alderfgate;  thence 
along  the  bacjc  of  Bull-and-mouth- 
firect  to  Newgate,  and  again  alone 
the  back  of  the  houfes  in  the  Old 
Bailey  to  Ludgate;  feon  after  which 
it  probably  ftnimed  with  another 
fort,  where  the  houfe,  late  the  king's 
printing  houfe,  in  Bla,ck  Friars, 
now  flands:  from  hence  another 
wall  ran  near  the  river- fide,  ajong 
Thames-ftreet,  quite  to  the  fort  on 
the  eaftern  extremity.  In  another 
place  I  (hall  have  occafion  tq  men- 
tion that  the  river  at  prefent  is 
moved  considerably  more  to  the 
fouth,  than  i\  was  in  the  times  in 
queflion. 

That  the  Romans  had  a  fort  on 
the  fpot  at  prefent  occupied  by  the 
Tower,  is  now  gaft  doubt,  fmce  the 
difcovery  of  a  filver  ingot,  and 
three  golden  coins;  one  of  the  em- 
peror Honorius,  the  others  of  Ar- 
cadius.  Its  weight  is  ten  ounces 
right  grains  of  the  troy  pound.  In 
the  middle  is  ftruck,  in  Roman  let- 
ters, 


EX    OFFIC 
HONORII 


This  is  fupoofed  to  have  come  fron> 
the  royal  mint,  then  a(  Copftantioo- 


ple,  and  intended  to  afcertaia  $1 
purity  of  the  filver  coin,  that  might 
have  been  fent  over  with  it,  Hono- 
rius reigning  over  the  empire  of 
the  welt,  as  Arcadius  did  over  that 
pf  the  earl.    This  was  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  Roman  power  in  Bri- 
tain.    The  coins  were  fuppofed  to 
have  been  part  of  the  money  fent 
to  pay  the  laft  legion  which  waj 
ever  fent   to  the  affiftance  of  the 
Britons.     The;  Tower  was  the  fcrea* 
fury    in  which   the   public  money 
was  depofited.     The  coins  are  ia 
fine  prefervation.     On  the  reverie 
is  an  armed  man  treading  on  a  cap- 
tive, with  the  legend  V1CTOFIA 
AVGGG,    and   at    the    bottom 
C  O  N  0  B.   The  firtf  alludes  to  the 
fuccefs  pf  the  legion   againft  the 
Pifts  and  Scots.     C ON GB.  may 
inter  d  Conftantinopoli  obiignata*. 
The  walls  were   three  miles  a 
hundred  and  fix ty- five  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, guarded  at  proper  dif« 
tances,  on  the  land  fide,  with  fifteen 
lofty  towers;  fome  of  them  were 
remaining  within  thefe  few  years, 
and  poffibly  may   ftill.     Maitland 
mentions  one,  twenty-fix  feet  high, 
near  Gravel-lane,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Houndfditch;  another,  about  eighty 
paces  fouth-eaft  towards  Alugate; 
and  the  bafes  of  another,  fupport- 
ing  a  modern  houfe,  a,t  the  lower 
end  of  the  fireet  called  the  Vine- 
yard, fouth  of  Aldgate.     $ut  fince 
his  publication,  they  have  been  de? 
moliihed,  fo    that  there  is  not  a 
trace  left.     The  waljs,  when  per- 
fect,  are   fuppofed  to   have  been 
twenty-two  feet  high,  the  towers, 
forty.     Thefe,  with  the  remnants 
of  the    wallj,  proved   |he  Roman 
ftruclure,  by  the  tiles  and  difpofition 


*  S«e  the  learned  dean  Millet 't  c%  on  thefe  fubiecls  in  the  Archaelogia,  y.  p. 

of 
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«f  the  mafonry .  Lond  on-  wall,  near 
Moorfields,  is  now  the  moft  entire 
part  left  of  that  antient  precintt, 

I  muft  npt  omit  the  Barbican,  the 
fpecula  or  watch-tower  belonging 
to  every  for  ified  place.  This  flood 
a  little  without  the  walls,  to  the 
north-weft  of  Crippkgate, 

The  gates,  which  received  the 
great  military  roads,  were  four. 
The  Prajtorian  way,  the  Saxon 
Watling-ftreer,  palled  under  one, 
on  the  fite  of  the  late  Newgate ; 
veftiges  having  been  difopvered  of 
the  road  in  digging  above  Holborn- 
bridge :  it  turned  down  to  Dow- 
gate,  or  more  properly  Dwr-gate  or 
Water-gate,  where  there  was  a  tra- 
jeclus  or  ferry,  to  join  it  to  the 
Watling-ftreet,  which  was  continued 
to  Dover.  The  Hermin-ftreet  paiftd 
under  Cripplegate;  and  a  vicinal 
way.went  under  Aldgate,  by  Bethnal 
Green,  towards  Qidford,  a  pafs 
over  the  river  Lee  to  Duroleiton, 
the  modern  L,eiton,  in  EfTex. 

In  moft  parts  of  antient  London, 
Roman  antiquities  have  been  found, 
whenever  it  has  been  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  dig  to  any  confiderable 
depth.  Beneath  the  old  Saint  Mary 
le  Bow  were  found  the  walls,  win- 
dows, and  pavement  of  a  Roman 
temple ;  and  not  far  from  it,  eigh- 
teen feet  deep  in  adventitious  foil, 
was  the  Roman  caufeway.  The 
great  elevation  of  the  prefent  ground 
above  its  former  ftate,  will  be  takeri 
nptice  of  in  another  place. 

In  digging  the  foundation  for  the 
rebuilding  of  St.  Paul's,  was  found 
a  vaft  cemetery :  firft  lay  the  Sax- 
ons, in  graves  lined  with  chalk 
Hones,  or  in  coffins  of  hollowed 
flones;  beneath  th  m  had  been  the 
bodies  of  the  Britons,  placed  in 
rows.*  Abundance  of  ivory  and 
boxen  pins,  ab,out  fix  inches  long, 


marked  their  place,  Thefe  weije 
fuppofed  to  have  fattened  thfi 
flirpuds  in  which  the  bodies  were 
wrapped.  Thefe  periHung,  left  the 
pins  entire.  In  the  fame  row,  but 
deeper,  were  Roman  urns  inttf* 
mixed,  lamps,  lacrymatorie6 ;  frag- 
ments of  facrifkial  veilels  were  alfo 
djfeovered,  in  digging  towards  the 
north-eaft  corner ;  and  in  1675, 
not  far  from  the  eaft  corner,  at  a 
c  on  lid  er  able  depth,  beneath  fome 
flinty  pavement,  were  found  num- 
bers of  veflels  of  earthen  ware,  an<J 
of  glafs,  of  moft  exquifite  colours 
and  beauty,  fome  inferibed  witk 
the  names  of  deities,  heroes,  or 
men  of  rank.  Others  ornamented 
with  variety  of  figures  in  bas  relief* 
of  animals  and  of  rofe-trees.  Tef* 
ferute  of  jafper,  porphyry*  or  mar- 
ble, fuch  as  form  the  pavement 
we  fo  often  fee,  were  alfo  difcover- 
ed.  Alfo  glafs  beads  and  rings, 
large  pins  of  ivory  and  bone,  tuiks 
of  boars,  and  horns  of  deer  fawn 
through.  Alfo  corns  of  different 
emperors,  among  them  fome  of 
Conftantine ;  which  at  once  deftroys 
the  conjecture  of  }Ar.  Maitland, 
who  fuppofes  that  this  collection 
were  flung  together  at  the  fackim? 
of  London  by  our  injured  Boa- 
dicia. 

The  choice  of  the  fituation  of 
this  great  city  was  moft  judicious; 
It  is  on  a  gravelly  foil ;  and  on  a 
declivity  down  to  the  borders  of  a 
magnificent  river*  The  flope  is 
evident  in  every  part  of  the  ancient 
city,  and  the  vail  modern  building*, 
The  antient  city  was  defended  in 
front  by  the  river ;  on  the  weft  fide 
by  the  deep  ravine,  fince  known  by 
the  name  of  Fleet- ditch ;  on  the 
north  by  morafles ;  on  the  eaft,  as 
I  fufpeel,  by  another  ravine.  AH 
the  land  round  Weflnunftbr  Abbey 

was 
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was  a  flat  fen,  which  continued  be- 
yond Fulham :  but  a  rife  com- 
mences oppofite  to  it,  and  forms  a 
magnificent  bend  above  the  cur- 
vature of  the  Thames,  even  to  the 
Tower.  The  Surry  fide  was  in  all 
probability  a  great  expanfe  of  wa- 
ter, a.  lake,  a  Llyn,  as  the  Welfti  call 
it;  which  an  ingenious  country* 
auan  of  mine  *,  not  without  reafon, 
thinks  might  have  given  a  name  to 
cur  capital ;  Llyn  Din,  or  the  city 
o«k  the  lake.  This  moft  probably 
was  the  original  name :  and  that 
derived  from  Liang  a  (hip,  and  din  a 
town,  might  have  been  belfowei 
when  the  place  became  a  feat  of 
trade,  and  famous  for  the  concourfe 
of  (hipping.  The  expanfe  of  water 
might  have  filled  the  fpace  between 
the  rifing  grounds  at  Deptford,  and 
thofe  at  Clapham ;  and  been  bound- 
ed to  the  fouth  by  the  beautiful 
Sorry  Hills.  Lambeth  Marfh,  and 
the  Baakfide,  evidently  were  recc*- 
vered  from  the  water.  Along  Lam- 
beth are  the 'names  of  Narrow 
Walls,  or  the  mounds  which  ferved 
for  that  purpofe;  and  in  South- 
wark,  Barikfide  again  (hews  the 
means  of  converting  the  antient 
Jake  into  ufeful  land :  even  to  this 
day  the  tract  beyond  Southwark, 
and  in  particular  that  beyond  Ber- 
mondfey-ftreet,  is  fo  very  low,  and 
beneath  the  level  of  common  tides, 
that  the  proprietors  are  obliged  to 
fecure  it  by  embankments. 


Antiquity  ^*Bil;ingfgate,  and  antient 
Pificei  of  Fijh  and  other  Articles. 
From  the  fame. 

AFTER    the    Cuftom-houfe, 
the  firfl  place  of  note  is  Bil- 


lingfgate,  or,  to  adapt  the  fpelHog 
to  conjectures  of  antiquaries,  "  who"  ' 
go  beyond  the  realms  of  Chaos  and 
old  night,"  Belin's-gate,  or  the  gate 
of  Beiinus  king  of  Britain,  fellow- 
adventurer  with  Brennus  king  of 
the  Gauls,  at  the  facking  of  Rome, 
three  hundred  and  iixty  years  be- 
fore the  Chriftian  aera :  and  the 
Beli  mawr,  who  graces  the  pedi- 
grees of  numbers  of  us  antient  Bri- 
tons. For  fear  of  falling  on  fome 
inglorious  name,  I  Aibmit  to  the 
etymology;  but  mud  confefs  there 
does  not  appear  any  record  of  a  ' 
gate  at  this  place :  his  fon  Lud  was 
more  fortunate,  for  Ludgate  pre- 
fer ves  his  memory  to  every  citizen, 
who  knows?  the  juft  value  of  anti- 
quity."  Gate  here  fignifies  only  a 
place  where  there  was  a  concourfe 
of  people  ;  a  common  quay  or  wharfc 
where  there  is  a  free  going  in  and 
out  of  the  fame.  This  was  a  fmaN 
port  for  the  reception  of  (hipping, 
and,  for  a  conuderable  time,  the 
moft  important  place  for  the  land- 
ing of  almofl  every  article  of  com- 
merce. It  was  not  till  the  reign  of 
king  William  that  it  became  cele- 
brated as  a  fim-market;  who,  in 
1699,  by  a&  of  parlernent  made  it 
a  free  port  for  fi(n,  which  might  be 
fold  there  every  day  in  the  week 
except  Sunday.  The  object  of  this 
has  long  been  fruftrated,  and  the 
epicure  who  goes  (as  was  a  frequent 
practice)  to  Sillingfgate  to  eat  fifh 
in  perfection,  will  now  be  cruelly 
difappointed- 

I  cannot  give  a  lift  of  the  filh 
moft  acceptable  in  the  Saxon  ages; 
but  there  is  a  lift  left  of  thofe  which 
were  brought  to  market  in  that  of 
Edward  I .  who  defcended  even  to 
regulate  the  prices,  that  his  fubje&s 


*  Mr,  William  Owen,  of  Barmouth,  now  refid?njt  in  London. 

''might 
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might  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of 
the  venders. 


107 


The  beft  plaice         -       '  - 
A  dozen  of  beft  Coles    - 
Beft  frefti  mulvil,-i.  e.  Mol- 

va,  either  cod  or  ling 
Beft  haddpck     - 
Beft  barkey       * 
Beft  mullet        - 
Beft  dorac,  John  Doree  ? 
Beft  conger        - 
Beft  turbot        - 
Beft  bran,  fard,  and  betule  - 
Beft  mackfel,  in  Lent 
Arid  out  of  Lent 
Beft  gurnard 
Beft    frefti     merlings,    i.  e. 

merlangi,   whitings,  four 

for         - 
Beft  powdered  ditto,  1 2  for 
Beft  pickled  herrings,  twenty 
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from  Nantes :  the  $rft 
which  came  in  was  fold 
for  not  lefs  than 

A  month  after,  at      - 

Beft    freih     falmon,     from 

•    Chriftmas  to  Eafter,  for 

Ditto,. after  ditto 

Beft  fmelts,  the  hundred     - 

Beft  roche,  in  fummer 

Beft  key,  or  pike*  at 

By  t^e  very  high  price  of  the 
pike,  it  is  very  probable  that 
this  filh  .had  not  yet  been  in- 
troduced into  our  ponds,  but 
was  imported  at  this  period  as 
a  luxury,  pickled,  or  fome  way 
preferved. 

v    Among  thefe  fifh,  let  me  obferve, 

that  the  conger  is,  at  prefent,  never. 

admitted  to  any  good  table ;  and  to 

fpeak    of  ferving    up    a   porpefle 


in  1397.     See  Brit,  Zooi  iii. 
article  Herring. 


a 

This  (hews  that  the  invention  of    whole,  or  in  part,  would  fet  your 

pickling  was  before  the  time  of    guefts  a  ftaring.     Yet,  fuch  is  the 
William  Benkelen,  who  died    difference  of  tafte,  both  thefe  fifties 

were  in  high  efteem.  King  Rich- 
ard's mafter  cooks  have  left  a  moft 
excellent  receipt  for  congur  in 
fawfe  {  and  as  for  the  other  great 
fiih,  it  was  either  eaten  roafted,  or 
falted,  or  in  broth,  oxfurmente  <witb 
porpejje.  The  learned  doctor  Caius 
even  tells  us  the  proper  fauce,  and 


s. 


d. 


-01 


-01 


Beft  frefti  ditto,  before  Mi- 
chaelmas, fix  for    - 

Ditto,  after  Michaelmas,  1 2 
for 

Beft    Thames,    or   Severn 

.  lamprey 

Beft  frefti  pyfters,  a  gallon  for 

A  piece  of  rumb,  grofs  and' 
fat,  I  fufpeft  holibut,  which 
is  ufually  fold  in  pieces,  at 

Beft  fea-hog,  i.  e.  porpefle  - 

Beft  eels,  a  ftrike,  or  £  hun- 
dred    -    *    -    '     - 

Beft  lampreys,  in  winter,  the 
hundred 

Ditto,  at  other  times    - 
Thefe,  by  their  cheapnefs,  muft 
have  been  the  little  lampreys 
>now  u£d  for  bait. 
But  we  alio  imported  lampreys 
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fays,  that  it  ftiould  be  Jthe  fame 
with  that  for  a  dolphin;  another 
dilh  unheard  of  in  our  days.  From 
the  great  price  the  lucy  or- 'pike 
bore,  one  may  reasonably  fufpedfc 
that  it  was  at  that  time  an  exotic 
fifh,  and  brought  over  at  a  vaft  ex- 
pence. 

I  confefs  myfelf  unacquainted 
with  the  words  barkey,  bran,  and 
betule:  fard  was  , properly  the  far- 
dine  or  pilchard :  I  am  equally  at 
a  lofs  about  croplings  and  rumb: 
•but  the  pickled  balenes  were  cer- 
tainly the  p kolas  daftylus  of  Lin* 

naeus, 


A  coney       -         ,. 
One  dozen  of  pigeons 
A  hundred  eggs 
A  goofe 

A  gallon  of  red  wine 
A  kilderkin  of  ale 
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nqpes,  x  1 10 ;  the  balanus  of  Ronde- 
letiiis  de  Telia  ceis,  z8  ;  and  the 
dattili  of  the  modern  Italian*,  which 
are  to  this  day  eaten,  and  even 
pickled. 

To  this  li#  of  fea-fifli,  which  were 
admitted  in  thofe  days  to  table, 
may  be  added  the  fturgeon,  and 
ling;  and  there  is  twice  mention, 
in  archbifhop  Nev ill's  great  feafr, 
of  a  certain  fifh,  both  roafted  and 
baked,  unknown  at  prefent,  called  a 
thirl -fook* 

The  feal  was  alfo  reckoned  a  fifh, 
and,  with  the  fturgeon  and  porpefs, 
were  the  only  fr*fh  fifh  which,  by 
the  31^  of  Henry  VIII.  were  per- 
mittedto  be  bought  of  any  ftranger 
at  fea,  between  England  and  France, 
f  landers,  and  Zealand, 

On  April  nth  of  the  prefent 
year,  I  pafled  through  Billingfgate, 
and  obferved,  on  the  ground,  fome 
&*£?  pieces  of  ice,  in  which  I  was 
told  the  falraon  from  Berwick,  and 
others  of  our  northern  fiftiery,  was 
packed  in  boxes.  The  ice  is  pre- 
ierved  in  ice-houfes  throughout  the 
winter  entirely  for  that  purpofe. 


£.070 


Price  of  provifions  provided  for 
a  dinner  given  by  certain  ferjeantt 
at  law,  in  the  year  15  ji. 


Price  of  provifions  given  at  3 
dinner  of  the  wax-chandler's  com*- 
pany,  in  the  year  147  3. 

£•  j.  </. 

Two  loins  of  mutton,  and 

two  loins  of  veal  -01 
A  loin  of  beef  -  -00 
A  leg  of  mutton  -  -00 
A  pig     -  -  -00 

A  capon     -         -         -00 


4 

% 


£•  '•  i 

1  6  g 


-  14 


-     O  2  10 


-00 


6 


Brought  to  the  flaaghter- 

houfe  24  beeves,  each  - 
One  carcafe   of  an  oxe 

from  the  (hambles 
One  hundred  fat  muttons, 

each 
Fifty-one  great  veales,  at    o  4  ft 
Thirty-four  porkes,  at    -    03"  J 
Ninety-one  pigs,  at 
Capons  of  Greece,  of  one 

poulter    (for    he    had 

three)    ten  dozens,  at 

(apiece) 
Capons     of   Kent,   nine 

dozen  and  fix,  at 
Cocks    of    grofe,    (even 

dozen  and  nine,  at 
Cocks  courfe  xiii  dozen, 

at  8  d.  and  3  d.  apiece. 
Pullets,    the    beft     z\d. 

each.     Other  pullets  - 
Pigeons,  37  dozen,  each 

dozen       -        - 
Swans  xiii  dozen, 
Larkes  340  dozen,  each 

dozen 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


Mimarfo  en  fim  Pajjkgttofthtfixth 
Book  of  the  Eneid,  by  James  Beat- 
toe,  LL.  IX  kc.ftm  Tranjk8hn* 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

TH  E  R  8  is  nothing  in  Virgil 
more  explicit  than  the  ac- 
count of  Tartarus;  and  I  knew  not 
why  it  has  been  fo  generally  mi£- 
underftood.     t)r.  WarbmrtoA  fays, 
in  one  place,  that  Eneas  few  the 
fights  of  Tartarus  at  a  difemc*>  and 
in  another,  that  Eneas  paflfcd  through 
Tartarus,     In  feci,  he  did  neither. 
He  cookt  tot  pafs  through  without 
entering  -y  and  this,  we  are  told,  was 
to  himimpoffiblfe:  «  Nulli  fas  cafto 
iceleratiiife  kftitere  limen."     And 
though  he  had  been  permitted*  to' 
enter,  ha  could  not  pais  through, 
without  ftrft  cro&ng  a  river  of  fire, 
and  theft  dfeftending  into  an  im- 
menfe  gttfphv  twicer  as  deep  beneath 
the  level  of  the  other  regions  of 
darknefo  a®  thoier  t»4  remote  from 
heave*.    It  was  equally  impofllble 
for  him  to  fee  from  a  distance  what 
was  ctoittg  in  fuch  a-  gulph,  even 
though  the  gate  that  led  to  it  had 
hsew  ope*,  which,  however,  at  this 
time,  happened  to1  be  ihut.    «  You 
fee,  ttaihe  Sybil,  what  a  centinel 
fits  without  in  the  porch,  (meaning 
Tifipkone) ;    another,  ftitt    tfiote 
dreadful,  Ife*  he*  ftftfe*  within;" 
Which,,  a*  h#  Could  tot  fee  ity  fee- 
icfbsms  km  Is  a  huge  fe*pei&>ef 


hydra,  with  fifty  heasdte.  An  open- 
ing of  the  gaw  is  indeed  mention- 
ed, whkh  Rueue  underftatfds  to*  have* 
taken  place  at  tht  very  time  when" 
the  Trojan  and  the  Sybil  wefe  look- 
fog  at  if.  But  that  is  a  miftake. 
The  Sybil  only  telfe  her  companion, 
that,  whett  Rh^manthfts  has  made! 
the  criminals  etfnfefs  their  guik, 
then  at  length  {turn  tkmm)  the  gate* 
opens  for  the*  reedptiow  km  the 
place  of  torment*  U  is  ftfangv  that 
Rueus  and  D*\  Wai-buutow  <ftd  not 
fee  that  this  is  the  obvious  kripwfr 
of  the  words  of  Virgil ;  and  that,  if 
we  do  not  underftand  then*  in  this 
fenfe,  the  paiTage  muli  appear  con- 
futed, if  not  ungrammatical  In  a* 
word;  of  the  imide  of  Tartarus  the 
Trojan  hero  few  nothing  $  he  few 
the  outfefe  craiy,  the  watts*  the 
gates,  the  tower  of  kon>  &c  and 
chefe  he  few  at  fame  diftanoc  Wha^e 
was  paffirig  within^he  learns  from? 
die  Sybil's  inibrmaticm 

"  And now*" fey 9 fhej "-ierw be 
going.  Yonder,  oil  the  right  hand, 
is  the  pakce  of  Proferjline,  whete, 
in  the  vaulted*  porch  that  fronts  us> 
we  are  commanded  to-  depofit  the* 
golden  bougK.*'  Thisr  ceUemOny 
Eneas  pcrforHfe,  aftdr  havings  fprinkv 

ledhimfelf  with* pure  water;  #hiohi 
wa*  enftomary  wtfh  thofe  who- made? 
offerings  to  the  gods. 

Thev  theft  went  onward^  t*  Ely* 
£ott>  tie  gay  fcajery  of  wlfich*.  hfe. 

mediately 


V. 
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mediately  fucceeding  tke  gloom  of 
purgatory  and  the  horrors  of  Tar- 
tarus, is  fo  charming,  that  every 
reader  feels  himfelf  refrefhed  by  it. 
Here  were  groves,  and  plains,  and 
meadows,  clothed  with  perpetual 
verdure,  the  abodes  of  tranquillity 
and  joy,  and  illuminated  by  a  fun 
and  ftars  of  the  mod  refulgent 
beauty.  Here  were  feading,  and 
dancing,  and  mufic,  and  poets  ac- 
companying their  verfes  with  the 
harmony  of  the  lyre.  Here  thofe 
warlike  exercifes  were  renewed*  in 
which  the  heroes  while  on  earth  had 
fo  much  delighted ;  and  here  were 
horfes,  and  chariots,  and  arms,  and 
every  thing  that  could  gratify  an 
heroic  mind.  It  mud  be  owned, 
that  all  this  is  very  inadequate  to 
the  defrres  and  ■  the  capacity  of  an 
immortal  foul :  but  Virgil  had  heard 
of  nothing  better;  and  it  was  im- 
pofiible  for  him  to  defcribe  what  he 
could  not  conceive. 

In  this  Elyfium,  which,  with  ail 
its  irnperfefhdn,  is,  as  well  as  the 
infernal  world,  founded  on  the  bed 
ideas-  of  retributive  juftice  that-couM 
be  expefted  from  a  pagan,  the  poet 
places  in  a  date  of  endlefs  felicity 
"  the  (hade*  of  the  pure  and  the  pi- 
ous ;  of  heroes  who  have  died  in  de- 
fence of  their  country;  of  ingenious 
men  who  have  employed  their  ta- 
lents in  adorning  human  life  with 
elegant  arts,  or  in  recommending 
pietyand  virtue ;  and  of  all  who,  by 
alts  of  beneficence,  have  merited  the 
love  and  the  gratitude  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures." .  %    . 

To  a  company  of  thefe  happy 
beings,  who '  had  flocked  round  the 
two  Grangers,  and  efpecially  to  the 
poet  Mtjfeus,  whom  me  knew,  the 
Sybil  addrefTed  herfelf,  defiring  to 
be  informed  where  Anchifes  re- 
sided*.  We  have  nt>  certain  habita- 


tions, returned  the  poet ;  we  wandrf 
about,  and  amufe  ourielves  wherever 
we  pleafe ;  but  follow  me  to  yonder 
rifing  ground,  and  I  (hall  put  you  in 
a  path  that  will  conduct*  you  to 
him,  *    • 

Some  writers  blame  "Virgil  for 
not  making  Eneas  find  Homer  in 
this  part  of  Elyiium;  and  infinuate, 
that  the  Roman  poet  mud  have  been 
both  invidious  and  ungrateful,  in 
neglecting  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
doing  honour  to  his  great  mailer, 
'  to  whom  he  owed  fo  much.  .  Thofe 
critics  do  not  coniider  that  Eneas 
was  dead  an  hundred  years  before 
Homer  was  born.  Our  poet  has 
been  cenfured  for  a  fuppojed  ana- 
chroniim,  in  making  Eneas  and 
Dido  contemporary;  and:  here  he  is 
found  fault  with  for  having  judici- 
ously avoided  a  real  anachronifin. 

It  chanced  that  Anchifes  was  at 
this  time  in  a  remote  valley,  review- 
ing, in  their,  date  of  pre-exidence. 
fome  of  his  poderity,  who  were  af- 
terwards to  didinguifh  themfelves 
in  the  Roman  republic.  When  he 
faw  his  fon  advancing  towards  him, 
he  held  forth  both  his  hands,  gave 
him  an  affectionate  welcome,,  and- 
wept  for  joy.  The  hero,  would  have 
embraced  his  father;  but  found  that 
the  (hade,  though  vifible,  eluded  the 
touch.  » 

After  a  fhort  converfation,  Eneas 
happening  to  fee,  in  a  grove  through 
which  a  river  was  flowing,  an  innu- 
merable multitude  of  human  beings 
flying  about,  afked  his  father  who 
they  were,  and  what  river  it  was. 
The  river,,  {aid  he>  is  Lethe,  of 
which  thofe  fouls  are  taking  a 
draught,  being  about  to  return  to 
the  upper  world,  in  order  to  ani- 
mate new  bodies.  Is  it  to  be  ima- 
gined, exclaims  Eneas*  that  foul* 
flxoald  jever  leave  this  happy  place,. 

and 
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and  go  back  to  the  imprisonment  of  rity  which  the  foul  has  contracted* 

the  body,  and  all  the  wretchednefs  Some  fouls  are  expofed  to  the  beat- 

©f  mortality  ?     I  will  explain  the  rng  of  winds,  fome  are  wafoed  ia 

^hole  matter  to  you,  replies  An-  water,  and   fome  purified  by  fire, 

chifes.  %  Every  one  of  us  (fays  Anchifes,  in- 

Know,  then,  that  all  the  parts  of  eluding  himfelf)  fuffers  Ms  own  pe- 

this  vifible  univerfe,  the  heavens,  culiar  pains  of  purification.     Then? 

and  earth,  and  fky,  the  fun,  moon;  we  are  fent  into  this  vaft  Elyfium, 

and  ftars,  are,  like  one  vaft  body,  and  a  few  of  us  remain  in  the  eternal 

animated     by    an  univerfal  fpirit,  poffefliort  of  it  *.  •  The  reft  conti- 

whereof  the  fouls,  or  vital  princi-  nue  here,  till  by  the  air  and   tran- 

pies,   of  all  animals^  of  men  and  quillity  of  the  place,  they  have  en- 

beafts,  of  fifhes  and  fowl,  are  ema-  tirely  got  the  better  of  the  impu- 

nations.     This  vital  principle  is,  in  rity  contracted  in  the  world,  have 

every  animal,  the  fource  of  fenfation  had  every  impreffion  of  the  pains  of 

and  motion;  but,  from  the  influence  purgatory   worn  out,  and  are  ie- 

that  the  body  has  over  it*  becomes  ftored  to  their  original  flmplicity  of- 

fubjeft  to  inordinate  paffions,  and  nature.     Thus  refined,  they  are,  at 

forgetful  of  its  heavenly  original,  the  end  of  a  thoufand  years  f ,  fum- 

The  foul  of  man,  in  particular,  (for  moned  by  a  divine  agent,  or  god, 

nothing  further  is  faid  of  the  other  to  meet  in  one  great  afiembfy,  where 

animals)  contracts,  white  fhut  up  in  they,  drink  of  Lethe  to  warn  away 

the  dark  prifon  of  the  body,  a  de-  remembrance^    and  then,  in  com- 

gree  of  debafement  which  does  not  pliance  with  their  own  inclination, 

leave  it'  at  death,  and  from  which  are  fent  back  to  the  earth  to  anl- 

the  fufferings  of  a  fubfequent  ftate  of  mate  new  bodies, 
purgation  are  neceflary  to  purify  it.         ffaving  ended  this  account,  An- 

Thefe  are  of  different  kinds  and  de-  chifes,  with  his  fon  and  the  Sybil, 

grees,  according  to  the  different  de-  pafTes  to  a  rifing  ground,  and  points 

grees  and  kinds  of  guilt  or  impu-  out  in  a  ftate   of  pre-exiftence,  st 

*  I  fuppofe  the  words  Et  pauci  lata  ar<va  Unemus,  to  be  a  parenthefisj 
which,  in  ray  opinion,  clears  the  text  of  all  obfeurity.  By  the  change  df  the  per- 
fon,  in  the  four,  Tail  lines  of  the  fpeech9~Has  bmneSj-~*toltverei-~incipiaHt9<~-rf~ 
sjifant,  it  appears,  that  Anchifes  does*  not  include  himfelf  among  thofe  who"  were 
to  return  tp  the  world  j  which  afcertains  fufficiently  the  import  of  Unemus.  The 
learned  Rueus  con  (trues  the  paftage  in  a  way  fomewhat  different  \  but  his  gefce- 
ral  account  of  the  poet's  doctrine  differs  not  effentially  from  mine. 

f  More  literally,  "  When  they  have  rolled  the  wheel}  or  circle,  for  a  thoufand 
years  §"  that  is,  when  the  revolution  of  a  thoufand  years  is  completed.  For  this 
interpretation  we  are  indebted  to  Servius,  who  tells  us  further,  that  this<  lingular 
phrafe  was  taken  from  Ennius.  Anciently  perhaps  rota  might  mean  a  circle,  as 
well  as  a  ivbcel,)  and  poetically  zyear\  fo  that,  in*£nn?U6's  time,  <vol*uen  retain 
might  be  a  figurative  phrafe  of  the  fame  import  wiih  Qnnum  feragere,  to  pafs  a 
jear.  The  original  meaning  of  annus  is  a  circle,  whence  the  diminutive  annulus, 
a  ring.  The  fame  reference  to  the  circular  nature  of  the*year,  may  befeen  in  the 
Greek  Inavros,-  which  Virgil  certainly  had  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote,  u  Afqufc 
fa  fe  fua  per  veftigia'  vblyitur  annus."  When  this  is  attended  to,  our  author** 
life  of  the  phrafe  in  queftion  will  appear  not  fo  harfh  as  it  might  otherwife  be 
thought  to  be,  and  not  at  all  too  figurative  in  this  very  folenut  part  of  the 
poem. 

proceilior^ 
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proceffion  of  Roman  heroes,  who 
were  in  due  time  to  dcfcend  from 
him;  briefly  defcribing  their  feve- 
ral  characters,  in  a  moll  fublime 
fbraia  of  poetical  prophecy. 

1  (hall  fobjoin  a  few  remarks  on 
the  concluding  fcene  of  this  noble 
epifode;— on  the  gates  of  horn  and 
ivory.    Thefe  gates  have  given  no 
little  trouble  to  critics,  both  ancient 
and  modern ;  who,  after  all,  feem  to 
have  been  not   very  fortunate  in 
their  conjectures.     This  is  owing, 
sot  to  obfcurity  in  the  poet,  but  to 
the  refinement  of  thofe  interpreters, 
who  miftook  a  plain  paflage  for  a 
profound  allegory,  and  were  deter- 
mined to  find  a  fecret  meaning  in  it. 
The  gate  of  ivory,  fay  they,  trans- 
mits talfe  dreams,  and  that  of  horn 
true  ones;  and  Eneas  and  his  com- 
panion are  difinifled  from  Elyiium, 
and  letintothe  upper  world,  through 
the  ivory  gate.     What  can  this  im- 
ply, but  that  the  poet  meant  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  every  thing  he  had  faid 
concerning  a  ftace  of  future  retribu- 
tion, was  nothing  more  than  a  falla- 
cious dream  r     And,  in  fupport  of 
this  conjecture,  they  generally  quote 
from  the   Georgic  three  verfes  to 
prove,  that  Virgil  was  in  his  heart 
an  Epicurean,  and  confequently  dis- 
believed both  a  future  (late  and  a 
providence.  The  verfes  are—"  Fe- 
lix qui  potuit    rerum    cognofcere 
caufes,  Atque  metus  omnes,  et  in- 
exorabile  fatum,  Subjecit  pedibus, 
ftrepitumque  Acherontis  avari." 
.    Now,  in  the  firfi  place,  it  does 
not  appear  to  me,  that  thefe  lines 
can  prove  their  author  ever  to  have 
been  ati  Epicurean,  or  that  he  meant 
to' fey  more  than  "  Happy  is  the 
man    whole  mind  philofophy  has 
faifcd  above  the  fear  of  death,  as 
well-as  above  all  other  fears."  For*, 
in*  the  Georgic,  hm  not  only  recom- 


mends religion  and  prayer,  which  * 
Epicureans  couli  not  do  confidently 
with  their  principles,  but  again  and 
again  aflerts  a  providence ;  and,  in 
terms  equally  elegant  and  juft,  vin- 
dicates the  Divine  wiidom  in  eiiab-. 
1  idling  phyfical  evil  as  the  means  of 
improving  and  elevating  the  mind 
of  man.  But  does  he  not,  in  his 
fixth  eclogue,  give  an  account  of* 
the  formation  of  the  world  accord-  < 
ing  to  the  Epicurean  theory  I  He 
does ;  and  he  makes  it  part  of  the 
fong  of  a  drunkard:  no  proof  that 
he  held  it  in  very  high  etieem 

But,  zdly,  Suppoiing  our  poet's 
admiration  of  Lucretius  might  have 
made  him  formerly  partial  to  the 
tenets  of  Epicurus,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  he  continued  fo  to  the  end 
of  his  life,  or  that  he  was  fo  while 
employed  upon  the  Eneid.  The  du- 
ties of  religion,  and  the  fuperintend- 
ing  care  of  providence*,  are  by  no 
other  Pagan  author  fo  warmly  en- 
forced as  in  this  poem;  and  the 
energy  with  which,  in  the  fixth 
book,  and  in  one  paflage  of  the 
eighth,  (v.  666,)  he  aflerts  a  future 
retribution,  feems  to  prove,  that  he 
was  fo  far  in  earned  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  as  to  believe,  that  it 
was  not,  as  the  Epicureans  affirmed, 
either  abfurd  or  improbable. 

Let  it  be  remarked,  in  the  thirl 
place,  that  no  poet  ever  thought  of 
fo  prepofterous  a  method  of  pleat- 
ing and  intruding  his  readers,  as 
firft  to  employ  all  his  (kill  in  adorn 
ing  his  fable,  and  then  tell  them* 
that  they  ought  not  to  believe  a 
word  of  it.  The  true  poet's  aim  b 
very  different.  He  adapts  himfelf 
to  the  opinions  that  prevail  among 
the  people  for  whom  he  writes,  that 
they  may  the  more  eafily  acquiefc* 
in  his  narrative ;  or  he  is  careful,  at 
lead,  to  make  his  fable  confident 

wfefc 
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With  ttfelf,  in  order  to  give  it  as 
touch  as  poffible  the  mpftaranct  of 
ferioufnefs  and  truth.  We  know, 
that  the  fcencry  of  the  fixth  book  is 
wholly  fictitious;  but  the  Romans 
did  not  certainly  know  how  far  it 
might  be  fo :  founded  as  it  Was  on 
ancient  tradition,  which  no  hiftory 
they  had  4ould  overturn)  and  on 
philofophical  opinions,  which  they 
had  never  heard  confuted,  and  which, 
where  Revelation  was  unknown, 
might  feem  refpe&able,  on  account 
of  the  abilities  of  Pythagoras,  Plato, 
and  other  great  men  who  had  taught 
them* 

To  which  I  may  add,  \thly,  as  an 
argument  deciflve  of  the  prefent 
queftion,  That  if  Virgil  wimed  his 
countrymen  to  believe  him  to  have 
been  not  in  earned  in  what  he  had 
told  them  of.  a  pre-exiftent  and  fu- 
ture ftate,  he  muft  alfo  have  wifhed 
them  to  underftand,  that  the  compli- 
ments he  had  been  paying  to  the 
mofl  favourite  characters  among 
their  anceftors  were  equally  infin- 
tere;  aftd  that  what  he,  had  faid  of 
the  virtues  of  Camillus,  Brutus, 
Cato,  Scipio,  arid  even  Auguftus 
himfelf,  was  altogether  vifionary, 
and  had  as.  good  a  right  to  a  paflage 
through  the  ivory  gate,  as  any  other 
falfehood.  Had  Oclavia  under  Hood 
this  to  be  the  poet's  meaning,  fhe 
would  not  have  rewarded  him  fo  li- 
berally for  his  matchlefs  encomium 
on  the  younger  Marcelltis.  Had 
this  indeed  been  his  meaning,  all  the 
Utter  part  of  the  fbtth  book  would 
have  been  a  ftudied  infult  on  Au- 
guftus, and  the  other  heroes  there 
celebrated,  as  well  as  on  the  whole 
Roman  people.  Strange,  that  the 
Jnoft  judicious  writer  in  the  worhl 
ihriuld  commit  fueh  a  blunder  in  the 
Aoft  elaborate  part  of  a  poem  which 
he  had  confecrated  to  the  honour  cf 

Vol.  XXXII. 


his  country,  and  particularly  to  that 
of  his  great  patron  Auguftus  i 

We  muft  therefore  admit,  either 
that  Virgil  had  loft  his  fenfes,  or, 
which  is  more  probable,  that,  in 
fending  Eneas  and  the  Sybil  through 
the  ivory  gate,  he  intended  no  far- 
caftic  reflection  either  on  his  coon* 
try  or  on  his  poetry.  In  a  word, 
we  muft  admit,  that,  in  this  part  of 
his  fable,  he  was  juft  as  much  in 
earneft  as  in  any  other;  and  that 
there  was  no  more  joit  in  Eneas V 
a/cent  through  the  gate  of  ivory, 
than  in  his  defcent  through  the  cave 
of  A  vermis.  How  then  are  we  to 
underftand   this  adventure  of  the 

fate  ?  I  anfwer,  By  making  the  poet 
is  own  interpreter,  and  not  feeking^ 
to  find  things  in  his  book  which  we 
have  no  good  reafon  to  think  were 
ever  in  his  head. 

In  the  nineteenth  book  of  the 
Odyffey,  Penelope,  fpeaking  of 
dreams,  fays  to  her  nurie,  that  there 
are  two  gates  by  which  they  are, 
tranftnitted  to  us ;  one  made  of 
horn,  through  which  the  true  dreams 
pafs,  and  the  other  of  ivory,  which 
emits  falfe  dreams.  This  thought 
Homer  probably  derived  from  feme 
Egyptian  cuftom  or  tradition,  which 
one  might  difcufs  with  many  quo- 
tations and  much  appearance  of 
learning ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  gave 
Virgil  the  hint  of  the  paffage  nov* 
before  us.  But  Virgil's  account 
differs  from  Homer's  more  than  the 
commentators  feem  to  be  aware  oft 
Homer  does  not  fay  in  what  part  of 
the  world  his  gates  are ;  Virgil's  are 
in  Italy,  not  far  from  Cumse,  and 
are  faid  to  be  the  outlet  from  Ely- 
fium  into  the  upper  world  i  £  wild 
fiction  no  doubt,  but  not  more'  wild 
than  that  of  making-,  the  cave  of 
A  vermis  the-  inlet  mm  the  upper 
world  into  the  nether.  Homer's 
I  ^atet 
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gates  are  the  gates  of  dreams ;  Vir-  TtmpU-bar,  is  fuppofed  to  have  be- 
gil  calls  his  the  gates  of  fleep.  The  come  a  better  churchman  than  be- 
former  are  not  Sid  to  tranfoiit  any  fore,  qv  a  better  lawyer.  Through 
thine  but  dreams ;  of  the  latter,  one  one  or  other  of  the  gates  of  ileep  the 
tranfmits  dreams,  and  the  other  real  Trojan  and  his  guide  malt  paw,  or 
ghofts  ox^jbades.  For  thus,  though  they  never  could  return  to  the  up- 
all  the  commentators  are  againft  me,  per  world  at  all :  and  that  gate  the 
I  muft  underfland  the  words  umbris  poet  probably  made  choice  of, 
verts ;  becaufe  in  Virgil  umbra  often  which  firft  occurred  to  him;  and  that 
fignifies  a  gkoft,  but  never  in  him,  probably  would  firft  occur  which 
nor  in  any  other  good  writer,  (fo  founded  beft  in  his  verfe :  or  per- 
far  as  I  know)  a  dream.  If  it  be  haps  one  might  fay,  in  the  way  of 
afked,  what  ghofts  they  were  that  conje&ure,  that  he  thought  fit  to 
ufed  to  pafs  this  way;  the  anfwer  is  open  the  ivory  gate,  becaufe  the 
eafy:  they  Were  thofe  who,  after  other,  being  appropriated  to  the  pa- 
having  been  a  thoufand  years  in  E-  rified  ghofts,  might  not  be  fo  well 
lyfium,  and  taken  a  draught  of  Le-  fuited  to  mere  mortals.  This  is 
the,  were  fent  back  to  the  upper  certain,  that,  though  the  ablative 
world  to  animate  new  bodies.  If  eburna  (lands  very  gracefully  in  the 
again  it  were  afked,  whether  fuch  898th  line,  the  ablative  cornea  could 
beings  might  not  be  of  fo  fubtle  a  not :  becaufe,  being  Jthe  foot  *»- 
nature  as  to  work  their  way  into  the  pbimacer,-  it  can  have  no  place  in  a 
upper  world  without  paffing  through  regular  hexameter, 
a  gate;  I  mould  anfwer,  that  vifible  As  to  the  analogy  that  fam6  cri- 
fubftances,  which  might  be  purified  tics'  have  fancied  between  horn  and 
by  fire,  or  warned  in  water,  and  truth,  and  between  falfehood  and 
could  not  get  over  the  river  Styx  ivory,  it  is  fo  whimfical,  and  fo  ab- 
but  in  a  boat,  muft  be  fo  far  mate-  furd,  that  I  need  not  mention  it. 
rial  at  leaft,  as  to  be  capable  of  con-  And  now,  by  removing  the  mift 
finement,  and  confequently  of  being  of  allegory  from  Virgil's  gate*,  I 
fet  at  liberty.  flatter  myfelf,  that  I  have  made  tliefe 
,•  The  falja  inf omnia  that  go  out  by  verfes  tome  what  more  intelligible 
the  ivory  gate  may  mean,  either  de-  than  they  have  b  ten  generally  fup- 
ceitful  dreams,  or  dreams  in  general,  pofed  to  be ;  that  I  have  proved  the 
that  is,  unfubftantial  things,  as  op-  latter  part  of  this  epifode  to  be  con- 
poved  to  realities;  which  laft  I  take  fiftent  with  the  reft  of  it;  and  that  I 
to  be  the  preferable  fignification.  have  vindicated  a  favourite  author 
Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  Eneas  from  the  heavy  charges  of  impiety 
and  the  Sybil  were  neither  ghofts  and  ill-manners,  whereof,  however 
nor  dreams*  but  human  flefu  and  repugnant  to  his  general  chara&er, 
blood;  and  could  no  more  be  fup-  it  would  not  be  eafy  fox  tho^e  ta 
pofed  to  partake  of  the  qualities  al-  clear  him  who  follow  the  conunon, 
luded  to  in  the  name  of  the  gate  by  though  lefs  obvious,  interpretations, 
which  Anchifcs  difmiftcd  them,  than  L.  -  _  "  _. 
»  man  is  fuppofed  to  be  lame  for  gxtraafrom  aH  AccwlU  tftit  Ger. 
having  paffed  through  Cnpplegate,  man  fo  fy  H^  M^. 
or  than  the  Lord  Mayoj;  ofLondon.  ■  £f  F£  ^ 
by  «tfenng:in  procewon  through  . 
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fides,  as  Fielding  jocularly  fays* 

IN  examining  tKefe  pieces  in  de-  when  comparing  a  (hallow  book  to 
tail,  and  appropriating  them  to  a  mallow  man,  may  be  eafily  feen 
their  refpedtive  authors,  one  is  im-  through.  But,  with  all  thefe  de- 
mediately  ftruck  with  the  name  of  fells,  and  that  want  of  comic  force 
L effing,  whom  Germany  fb  much  which  the  turn  And  fituation  of  the 
reveres  as  one  of  the  founders  of  principal  characters  naturally  oc- 
her  drama.     He  is  the  author  of  the    cafiems,  the  play  muft  pleafe  and  in- 

terell  every  reader.  There  is  fome* 
thing  in  the  coniUtution  of  the  hu- 
man mind  lo  congenial  to  difinter- 
eftednefs,  eenerofity  and  magnani- 
mity, that  it  never  fails  to  be  pleafed 
witn  fuch  characters,  after  all  the 


firil  -piece  in  Friedel's  collection, 
E mi  He  de  *Ga!otti,  another  tragedy 
in  one  act  called  Philotas,  a  third 
called  Sara  Sam/on,  and  a  drame 
entitled  Nathan  JejSage,  He  is  au- 
thor alfo  of  feveral  other  plays  con- 


tained in  the  Theatre  Allemand  of  deductions  which  critical  difcern- 

Jonker,  one   of  >which,  Minna  de  ment  can  make  from  them.  Amidft 

Barnhclm,    is    reckoned    the    chef  the  want  of  comic  humour  which  I 

d'ezwvre  of  German  comedy.  I  have  have  obferved  in  this  play,  I  mufl 

perufed  it  with  all  the  attention  to s  not  omit,  however,  doing  juftice  to 

which  its  high  character  entitled  it,  a  ferjeant-major  of  Telheim's  regi- 

and  indeed  with  a  great  degree  of  ment,  and  to7  Juftin  his  valet,  who 

the  pleafure,  though  not  with  all  are  drawn  with  a  ftrong  and  natural 

the  admiration  which  that  high  cha-  pencil.     The  flory  of  the  fpaniet 

racier  led  me  to  expect,     it  is  of  told  by  the  latter,  when  his  matter's 

the  graver  or  fentimental  kind  of  poverty  makes  him  wifh  to  difinifs 

comedy,  where  the  characters  main-  him  from  his  iervice,  is  one  of  the 


tain  a  war  of  generofity,  from  which 
the  embarrafTments  and  implications 
of  the  plot,  not  very  intricate  nor 
artificial  ones,  remit,-  The  princi- 
pal perfon  is  a  Major  Telheim,  a 
di (banded  officer,  whofe  merits  his 


belt  imagined,  and  beft  told/ 1  re- 
member to  have  met  vv  ith.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  comic  character  and 
lively  dialogue  in  fome  of  Lefling*$ 
lefs  celebrated  pieces  in  the  collec- 
tion of  Junker;  but  the  plots  are  in 


country  had  ill  rewarded;  "a  man  of  general  extravagant  and  farcical, 
the  moil  confummate  bravery,  ^erte-         In  judging  of  Leffing  as  a  tragifc 

rofity  and  virtue,  for  whom  thofe  writer,  one  wjjl  do  him  no  injumce 

qualities  have  gained  the  love  of  by  making  the  tragedy  of  Eihilie  de 

every  ibldier  and  domeftic  around.  Gaiotti  the  criterion  of  that  judg- 


him.  They  have  procured  him  a 
ftill  more  valuable  attachment,  the 
love  of  the  heroine  of  the  piece, 
Minna  of  Barrihelm,fwho,  on  hear- 
ing of  the  Major's  regiment  being 
difbanded,  comes  to  Berlin  to  leek 
him,  and  to  makeiiim  happy.  The 
rival  noblenefs  .  of  mind-  of  thefe 
two  characters  produces  the  princi- 
pal incidents  of  the  piece,  which 
however  are  cot  always  natural, 
nor  very  happily  imagined;  and  be- 


ment.    The  others  in  thefe  volumes 
are  very  inferior  to  this,  which  is 
certainly,  in  point  of  competition, 
character  and  paffion,  a  perform- 
ance  of  no   ordinary  kind.    Lef- 
fing was  well  acquainted  with  the 
ancient  drama,  and  wifhed  to  bring 
the  theatre  of  his  country  to  a  point  • 
of  regularity  nearer  to  that  of  the 
ancients.    He  pubKfhed,  fbr  fome  . 
time,  a  periodical  criticifm  on  the-  * 
atrical  compofition,  called,    "  Le,, 
I  «  Drainsu 
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Dramaturgic  de  Hambourg."    His 
plays,  accordingly,  though  not  ex- 
actly conformable  to  the  Ariftote- 
lian  ftandard,  apprbacii  pretty  near 
to  it  in  the  obfervation  of  the  uni- 
ties.    H;*  is  faid  to  have  got  into  a 
difpnte  with  Goethe  on  this  fubject, 
in  which,  from  a  degree  of  timidity 
in  his  nature,  he  rather  yielded  to 
his  antagonift.     I  am  not  fure  if  he 
has  profited   by  confining    himfelf 
more  than  Tome  other  of  his  coun- 
trymen within  the  bounds  of  the 
regular  drama.  The  fable  of  Emilie 
de  Galotti,  as  well  as  of  his  other 
tragedies,  is  more  regular  than  hap- 
py, and  the  denouement  neither  na- 
tural nor  pleafing.     It  is  founded 
oh  circumftances  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  thofe   in    the   ftory  of  Virginia. 
A  prince  of  Guaftalla  is  defperately 
enamoured   of  Emilie  de  Galotti, 
who  is  juft  about  to  be  married  to 
a  man  of  rank   and   fortune,  the 
Count  Appiani.     On  the  day  of  his 
marriage,  he  is  way-laid  by  order 
of  a  wicked  minifter  of  the  prince, 
and  murdered.  His  bride  is  brought 
to  the  prince's  country-feat,  where, 
to  prevent  any  chance  of  her  difr 
honour,  her  father  kills  her. 

After  the  firft  reading  of  Emilie, 
I  I  was  difpofed  to  wonder  at  the  re- 
putation it  had  acquired ;  but  a  fe- 
cond  placed  it  higher  m  my  eftima- 
tion.  This  was  naturally  the  cafe 
in  a  performance  where  the  whole 
was  neither  fo  perfect  nor  fo  inte- 
refting  as  fome  of  the  fcenes  in  de- 
tail were'  forcible  and  ftriking. 
The  heroine  Emilie  de  Galotti  is 
but  imperfectly  drawn,  and  not  very 
well  fupported.  Indeed,  it  may  in 
general  be  obferved  in  thefe  pieces, 
that  the  chara&ers  of  the  female 
•  perfonages  are  by  much  the  moll 
defective,  both  in  beauty  and  in 
force.  This  may  perhaps  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  ftate  of  fociety  in  Ger- 


many, where  the  fex  is.  lefs  an  ob- 
ject of    confideration   and   refpect 
than  in    France,  and   fome    other 
parts  of  the  Continent.    But  there 
is  another  lady  in  this  tragedy,  the 
Countefs  d*Orfina,  the  betrayed  and 
abandoned  miftrefs  of  the  prince, 
whofe  character  the  poet  has  deli- 
neated with  great  ability  ;  and  one 
fcene,  in  which   fhe  is  introduced 
along  with  the  father  of  Emilie,  in 
genuine  exprefiion  of  pailion,  and 
pointed  force  of  dialogue,  may  be 
compared  to  fome  of  the  beft  which 
the  modern  ftage  can  boaft. 

In  the  developement  of  the  fecret 
foldings  of  the  heart,  L effing  feems 
deeply    (killed,   and    the    opening 
fcenes  of  this  tragedy  contain  fome 
of  thofe  little  incidents  that  mark 
an  intimacy  with  human    nature, 
which    genius     alone    can    claim. 
But  in  its  progreis  we  find,  in  fome 
degree,  a  want  of  that  ftrong  and 
juiT  delineation  and  fupport  of  cha- 
racter, but  chiefly  of  that  probable 
conduct    and    interefling   ntuation* 
which  are  the  great  and  peculiar  re- 
quifites  of  dramatic  excellence.    It 
feems  alfo  defective  in  the  pathetic,' 
for  which  certainly  the  fubject  af- 
forded very  great  room,  and  which, 
in  a  fimilar  fituation,  our  country- 
man Rowe  has  contrived  fo  flrongly 
to  excite. 

Of  Leffing's  performances  in  thefe 
Volumes,  the  rext  in  merit,  though, 
in  my  opinion,  at   a  confidenble 
diftance,  is  Sara  Sam/on,  an  Engliih 
ftory,  of  which  the  idea  feems  chiefly 
taken    from    Clarijfa,  though    one 
character  in  it,  that  of  a  violent  and 
profligate  woman,  is  evidently  bor- 
rowed from  Millwood  m  George  Barn" 
well.     I   muflr  ventnre   to    doubt, 
whether  a  character  of  this  fort  be 
proper  for  filling  a  principal  place 
in  tragedy.     There  is  a  degree  of 
infamy  in  the  vice  of  fuch  a  perfoa 
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tjiat  is  fcarcely  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  higher  drama,  and  which 
dilgufts  us  with  its  appearance.  The 
Mar  weed  of  L  effing  is  introduced  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  heighten  that 
difgufh  The  amiable  female  of  the 
piece,  Sara  Samfon,  is  no  exception, 
from  the  general  defect  of  female 
character  in  this  collection.  And 
her  father,  who  rs  placed  in  the  ten- 
der fituation  of  which  feveral  au- 
thors have  made  fo  affecting  a  ufe, 
the  parent  of  a  child  feduced  from 
honour,  though  flili  alive  to  virtue, 
is  iniipidly  drawn,  and  awkwardly 
introduced.  In  thi  tragedy,  is  an 
incident,  of  which  Leffing  feems  to 
be  fond,  as  he  has  repeated  it  with 
very  little  variation  in  another  tra- 
gedy catted  VEfprit  Fort,  a  dream, 
related  by  the  heroine,  predictive 
of  the  cataftrophe.  This,  as  it  an- 
ticipates the  conclufion,  is  always 
faulty.  No  part  of  the  conduct  of 
a  play  is  more  nice  and  difficult 
than  that  degree  of  information 
which  the  author  is  to  give  the  audi- 
ence in  the  courfe  of  it.  In  gene- 
ral, he  ihould  certainly  not  foreilal 
their  expectations,  by  opening  his 
plot  too  foon.  But  there  is  an  ad- 
mirable theatrical  effect  which  of- 
ten refults  from  letting  the  audience 
know  what  the  perfons  of  the  drama 
are  ignorant  of,  which  ftretches,  if 
I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  the  cords 
of  fear,  anxiety  and  hope  in  the 
fpe&ators  to  tlje  higheft  pitch, 
through  fcen'es  which  otherwife 
would  produc'e  thefe  feelings  in  an 
inferior,  as  well  as  in  a  momentary 
degree.  This  knowledge  in  the 
audience,  ofMerope's  fon,  while  fhe, 
in  ignorance  of  his  perfon,  is  on  the 
point  of  putting  him  to  death,  is 
one  of  the  moil  interesting  fituations 
which  dramatic  invention  has  ever 
produced;  and  there  is  nothing  on 


the  French  ftage  which  equals  the 
horro  ■  of  that  fcene  of  Crebillon's 
Atree  et  Thy  eft  e,  where  the  devoted 
brother  attempts  to  difguife  himfelf 
from  Atreus,  while  the  terrified 
fpectators  know  him  all  the  while, 
and  tremble  at  every  took  and  word 
which  they  think  will  difcover  him. 

Next  to  Leffing,  in  point  of 
name,  is  Goethe,  the  author  of 
two  tragedies  in  this  collection, 
Gcetz  de  Berlicbing  and  Claiiidgq, 
and  of  a  drame  entitled  Stella.  The 
firft  I  have  already  mentioned  as 
highly  irregular  in  its  plan,  being 
a  life  thrown  into  dialogue  rather 
than  a  tragedy.  The  coftume  of  the 
age  in  which  the  events  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  happened,  i*>  very  well 
preferved.  The  fimple"  manners, 
the  fidelity,  the  valour  and  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  a  German  knight,  zxft 
pourtrayed  in  a  variety  of  natural 
fcencs!  This  national  quality,  \ 
prefume,  has  been  the  C£ufe  of  its 
high  fame  in  Germany,  to  which  it 
feems  .to  me  to  have  otherwife  not 
a  perfectly  adequate  claim.  His 
Clavidgo  is  founded  on  an  incident 
which  happened  to  the  celebrated 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais  in  Spain, 
who  is  introduced  as  a  perfon  of 
the  drama,  under  the  name  of  Rc- 
nac,  an  anagram  of  Caron,  with,  the 
letters  a  little  tranfpofed.  The  dif- 
trefs  of  the  play  arifes  from  the 
falfehood  of  a  lever,  who  leaves  his 
miilrefs  after  being  engaged  to 
marry  her.  Neither  the  delineation 
of  the  characters,  nor  the  manage- 
ment of  the  plot  in  the  firft  two 
acts,  is  entitled  to  much  applaufe; 
but  the  laft  act,  which  pafles  in 
fight  of  the  corpfe  of  Mario,  is 
wrought  up  with  uncommon  force, 
and  mull,  on  the  ftage,  be  produc- 
tive of  high  effect.  His  third  per- 
formance,^//*, is  ftrongly  marked 
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with  that  enfhufiaflic  fentiment  and 
refined  fenfibility,  which,  in  the  Sor- 
rows of  Werter,  he  has  fo  warmly 
indued ;  and  in  point  of  immoral 
.effeaT  the  drama  is  equally  repre- 
hepfible  with  the  novel,  Its-  con- 
*  jelifion  is  in  the  boldcft  ftyle  of  this 
fentimental  refinement  ;  fmce  it 
gives  to  the  hero  two  wives,  with 
whom  he  is  to  (hare  that  heart,  to 
jfrhichthe  incidents  e>f  the  play  have 
ihewn  the  claims  of  both. 


Extrafi  from  Maxims  addrejjed  to 
Young  Ladies,  by  the  Countefs 
Dowager  of  CarUfle. 

HAbituate  yourfelf  to  that  way 
of  life  mod  agreeable  to  the 
perfon  to  whom  you  are  united  :  be 
fcontest  in  retirement,  or  with  fo- 
piety,  with  the  town  or  the  coun- 
ty- 

If  he  mould  prefer  the  country 

during  your  earlier  years,  a  period 
when  diverfions  arc  mod  attrafUve, 
it  may  at  firft  be  painful ;  you  may 
be  fenfible  of  the  privation ;-— but 
your  chance  for  durable  ha ppinefs  is 
infinitely  greater  there,  than  where 
each  fide  is  furrounded  with  conti- 
nual dangers  to  domestic  tranquil- 
lity. 

Make  choice  of  fuch  amufements 
as  will  attach  him  to  your  com- 
pany :  ftudy  fuch  occupations  as 
will  render  you  of  confequence  to 
him;  fuch  as  the  management  of 
his  fortune,  and  the  conduft  of  his 
houfe;  yet,  without  afluming  a  fu- 
periority  unbecoming  your  fex. 

If  his  turn  of  mind  leads  him  to 
the  infpe&ion  and  care  of  his  eftate, 
avoid  to  interfere  with  a  branch 
of  government,  not  properly  your 
<j)here. 

Should  he  be  neglectful  of  his  far 


mily  interefts,  fupply  his  place  with 
redoubled  attention. 

If  public  employment  demand 
frequent  abfences  from  home,  make 
his  fuppofed  intentions  there  to  be 
as  much  refpedred  as  if  he  were 
prefent,  by  your  own  deference  to 
them. 

If  the  contagion  of  example  gain 
too  ftrong  an  empire  over  him,  if 
mifled  by  pleafures,  or  hurried  by 
paffion,  let  not  your  impatience 
prevent  his  return  to  reafon. 

Let  an  early  examination  of  his 
temper,  prepare  you  to  bear  with 
inequalities,  to  which  all  are  more 
Or  lefs  fubje£t. 

Do  not  attempt  to  deflroy  his  in- 
nocent f)leafures  by  pretexts  of  ceco- 
nomy;  retrench  rather  your  own 
expences  to  promote  them. 

Should  he  fome times  delight  in 
trivial  occupations,  treat  fuch  with 
complaifance ;  as  few  out  the  idle 
have  leifure  to  be  very  ill-tem- 
pered. 

Difturb  not  the  hours  he  may  have 
allotted  for  amufement,  with  the  re- 
cital of  domeftic  grievances. 

Watch  for,  and  profit  of  fuch 
moments  of  his  leifure,  as  will  allow 
him,  without  pain  or  chagrin,  w 
redrefs  them. 

Let  your  attentions  be  fb  conti- 
nued, accompanied  by  no  affecta- 
tion ;  yet  fo  eafy,  as  may  prove  they 
flow  from  the  heart. 

The  leaft  appearance  of  flattery, 
mingled  with  aflidujty;  conveys  a 
fufpicion  of  intereft. 

If  abfolute  neceffity,  or  free 
choice,  call  him  often  from  home 
(fuppofe  it  to  be  too  often)  when 
he  mail  revifit  that  home,  make  it 
fo  agreeable,  as  it  (hall  finally  ac- 
quire the  preference. 

Show  the  great  eft  refpe&  to  hi* 
near  relations;  obferve^a  conftant 
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civility  towards  the  more  diftant ; 
lit  there  be  no  marked  diftinction 
between  thofe,  on  either  fide,  in 
your  own  bread :  natural  affection 
may,  nay,  ought  to  prevail. 

During  the  education  of  men  tft 
fchools,  colleges,  and  academies, 
friendfbips  are  formed,  perhaps  too 
early  fometimes  to  be  judicious,  but 
equally  hard  to  diflblve :  if,  in  con- 
sequence, you  behold  fuch  with 
pain,  do  not  a  tempt  to  break  thtm 
with  precipitation. 

When  a  perfbn  fhall  fee  his  friends 
coolly  received  in  his  own  houfe, 
he  will  naturally  feek  occafions  to 
meet  them  abroad  :  maintain,  there- 
fore, your  intereft  with  him,  by  a 
polite  behaviour  to  thole  he  (o 
prefers,  although  you  may  not. 

Jealoufy  is  »oft  ideal ;  it  is  ca- 
pricious, its  dictates  inconfiderate, 
its  fuggeftions  fatal  to  mutual  re- 
pofc. 

The  delicate,  but  firm  counfels  of 
a  friend,  of  religion,  and,  if  poffible, 
a  fpcedy  retreat  for  a  while,  are  the  v 
fafeft  remedies  againfl  the  artful, 
but  foothing  attentions  of  real,  or 
feeming  admirers,  at  moments  when 
the  mind  is  irritated  by  reproach, 
or  the  feverities  inflicted  by  unjuft 
fufpicions. 

Should  your  union  be  attended 
with  greater  felicity  than  is  the 
ufual  lot  of  our  fex,  govern  your 
jufc  affections  to  preferve  it  :  by 
too  much  anxiety  you  may  deftroy 
it. 

Sufficient  are  the  real  difficulties 
we  have  each  to  encounter,  in  the 
csurfe  of  our  lives ;  create  none 
therefore  :  «fe  your  reafon  in  com- 
bating the  former ;  and  be  filent  if 
the  weaknefs  of  your  frame  prevent 
an  entire  fupprelfion  of  fictitious 
ones. 

If  afflicted  with  bad  health,  ftudy 


to  avoid  complaint ;  it  is  an  en. 
creating  habit,  affording  no  efTentiaT 
relief  to  the  fufferer,  and  apt  ta 
make  the  lives  of  others  asirkfomc 
as  your  own. 

You  will  contract  indelicacy  by  a 
defcriprion  of  your  infirmities :  you'  „ 
may  perhaps,  excite  companion  from 
a  humane  difpofrtion,  but  you  rifque? 
a  diminution  of  affection. 

Whatever  difTentions  may  arife 
(how  much  foever  your  conduct 
and  underftanding  may  juftify  the 
part  you  take  in  them)  fuffer  the 
interference  of  no  third  perfon; 
but  moree/pecially  if  you  fuppofe 
their  partiality  would  lead  them  to 
decide  in  your  favour. 

Thofe  friendfhips  which  are  early 
produced  between  two  very  young 
women,  in  the  theatre  of  the  great 
world,  and  where  both  are  equally 
engaged  in  all  the  frivolities  of  fa-' 
fhion,  arc  ufually  very  Hightly  ce~ 
men  ted,  and  are  as  briefly  diffolved. 

If  your  fortune  be  moderate,  ceco- 
nomy  is  abfolutely  neceffary. 

If  confiderable,  method  and  pru- 
dence will  render  it  doubly  bene- 
ficial. 

Obferve  the  utmoft  regularity-  in 
the  keeping  of  your  houfehola  ac- 
counts; it  is  tranquillity  to  you; 
juftice  to  your  dependents. 

The  luxury  of  this  age  exact* 
from  the  miftrefs  of  a  great  houfe, 
or  indeed  a  fm  all er,  fome  attention 
to  a  table ;  difdain  not  therefore  to 
give  a  proper  application  to  that 
ftudy. 

With  regard  to  drefs,  do  not 
afpire  to  be  a  leader  in  famions, 
nor  exceffive  in  point  of  ornament:. 

Follow  fafhions  at  a  moderate 
diftance,  nor  blindly  adppt  fuch  as 
may  expofe  you  to  ridicule;  for 
fervile  imitation  makes  no  diftinc- 
tions. 

I  4  Should 
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Should  a  plentiful  fortune  enable 
you  to  indulge  a  difpofition  to  give, 
compleat  the  happinefs  of  the  re- 
ceivers by  the  manner  of  bellow- 
ing,       t 

If  naturally  blefled  with  a  good 
memory,  exercife  it  continually.    , 

Reft  not  contented  with  the  plea 
of  a  bad  memory  ;  it  is  but  another 
name  for  negligence  among  young 
perfons* 

There  are  certainly  degrees  of 
memory;  fome  more  feeble,  fome 
more  perfect  than  others:  for' the 
one,  there  axe  many  helps ;  the  other 
muft  be  fupported  properly. 

Refolution  and  perfeverance  are 
correctives  to  an  indolent  memory. 

Repeat  to  yourfelf,  or  tranferibe 
what  is  neceuary  to  retain  for  your 
inftruction. 

Materials  which  memory  fhall 
colled,  ought  to  be  of  the  benevo- 
lent kind ;  and  when  re-produced, 
let  difcretion  and  charity  distribute 
them. 

Employ  the  powers  of  memory  in 
the  recollection  of  the  favours  pf 
Providence,  of  the  bleflings  and 
efcapes  we  have  received  from  that 


all-giving  hand. 

If  the  love  of  admiration,  in  your 
youthful  days,  mail  bear  no  part  in 
your  attachment  to  the  amufements 
of  the  theatre,  there  are  none  more 
iuftructive,  nor  more  eligible  for  re- 
laxation. 

When  you  can  fix  your  mind  on  ' 
the  fcenes  before  you,  when  the  eye 
(hall  not  wander  to,  nor  the  heart 
flutter  at,  the  furrounding  objedts  of 
the  fpectacle,  you  will  return  home 
intruded  and  improved. 

The  great  utilities  you  may  reap 
from  well-a&ed'  Tragedy  are,  the 
exciting  your  companion  to  real 
fuflferings,  the  fuppreffion  of  your 
vanity  in  profperity,  and  the  inspir- 


ing you  with  heroic  patience  in  ad% 
verfity. 

In  Comedy,  you  will  receive  con, 
tinual  correction,  delicately  applied 
to  your  errors  and  foibles ;  be  im- 
partial in  the  application,  and  di- 
vide it  humbly  with  your  acquaint- 
ance and  friends,  and  even  with  your 
enemies. 

A  very  few  precepts,  and  much 
good  example,  to  perfons  deftitot* 
of  education,  are  the  fureft  methods 
of  encouraging  virtue  among  {hem. ' 

Profit  by  others'  misfortunes,  or 
miftakes,  as  a  correction  to  your 
pride,  and  as  a  guard  to  your  fteps. 

Extend  your  kindnefs,  and  con- 
tinue your  affections  to  all  that  fhall 
remain  of  thofe  you  loved,  if  wor- 
thy ;  it  is  the  only  fure  mode  of 
confolation  you  can' have  recourfe 
to.  ' 

In  grief,  ficknefs,  and  danger, 
make  your  firft  and  conftant  fuppli- 
cation  to  that  Power,  who  alone 
can  relieve  and  fave. 

Let  your  conduct  be  fuch  to  all 
around  you,  as  fhall  lead  them  to 
the  fame  path  without  affright* 

If  your  ftrength  of  mind  fubfiftf 
during  your  malady,  if  it  gives  yoa 
time  for  the  exertion  of  rational 
power,  let  it  check,  as  much  as 
poffible,  thofe  encroaching  indi- 
gencies "which  ficknefs  is  prone  to 
exact. 

Be  afTured,  that  when  able  to 
exert  your  chearfulnefs,  it  is  nowife 
contrary  to  the  precepts  of  reli- 
gion. 

Fix  your  eye  habitually  on  im- 
mortality, to  pafs  more  lightly  thro' 
the  pangs  of  mortality. 

A  continued  and  humble  refigna- 
tion  will  fecure  your  peace  in  the 
moft  aweful  of  moments— that  of 
your  difTolution. 

Hifiorj 
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with  the  literary  credit  I  had  now 

Hiftcry  of  Walter  Wormwood,  an    acquired,  I  had  been  happy ;  but  I 

tmvious  De/amer.    From  the.  Ob-    was  ambitious  of  convincing    the 

/fcrwr,  vol.  v,  world  I  was  not  the  idle  owner  of 

weapons,  which  I  did  not  know  the 
ufe  of;  I  feized  every  fafe  oppor- 
tunity of  making  my  pretentions 
refpe&ed  by  fuoh  dabblers  in  the 
belles  lettres,  who  paid  court  co  me, 
and  as  1  was  ever  cautious  of  Hep* 
ping  an  inch  beyond  my  tether  on 
thete  occafions,  I  foon  found  my- 
felf  credited  for  more  learning,  than 
my  real  flock  amounted  to.  I  re- 
ceived, all  'vifitors  in  my  library, 
affeded  a  fludious  air,  and  took  care 
to  furnifh  my  table  with  volumes 
of  a  felecl  fort ;  upon  thefe  I  •  was 
prepared  to  defcant,  if  by  cnance  a 
curious  friend  took  up  .any  one  of 
them ;  and  as  there  is  little  fame  to 
be  got  by  treading  in  the  beaten 
track  of  popular  opinion,  I  fame- 
times  took  the  liberty  to  be  eccen- 
tric and  paradoxical  in  my  criti- 
cifms  and  cavils,  which  gained  me 
great  refpe&  from  the  ignorant, 
(for  upon  fuch  only  I  took  c^are  to 
pracliie  this  chicanery)  (o  that  in 
a  ihort  time  I  became  a  fove reign 
dictator  within  a  certain*  fet,  who 
looked  up  to  me  for  fecond-hand 
opinions  in  all  matters  of  literary 
tafte,  and  faw  my felf  inaugurated  by 
my  flatterers  cenfor  of  all  new  pub* 
lications. 

My  trumpeters  had  now  made 
fuch  a  noife  in  the  world,  that  I 
began  to  be  in  great  re^ueft,  and 
men  of  real  literature  laid  out  for 
my  acquaintance;  but  here  I  a&ed 
with  a  coldnefs,  that  was  in  me 
conftitutional  as  well  as  prudential : 
I  was  relblved  not  to.riik  my  lau* 
rels,  and  throw  away  the  fruits  of 
a  triumph  fo  cheaply  purchafed: 
folicitations  that  would  have  flat- 
tered others,  only  alarmed  me  j  fuch 

was 


To  the   O  b  s  e  n  v  i  r. 

AS  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
repent  of  a  fatal  propenfity, 
that  has  led  me  to  commit  many 
offences,  not  the  lefs  iikfome  to  my 
prefent  feelings  for  the  fjcrecy, 
with  which  I  contrived  to  execute 
them ;  and  as  thefe  can  now  be  no 
otherwife  atoned  for  than  by  a  frank 
confeflion,  I  have  refolved  upon 
this  mode  of  addre  fling  myfelf  to 
you.  Few  people  chufe  to  difplay 
their  own  characters  to  the  world  in 
fuch  colours  as  I  fhall  give  to  mine, 
but  as  I  have  mangled  fo  many  re- 
putations in  my  time  without  mercy, 
I  fhould  be  the  meaneft  of  mankind 
if  I  fparedmyown;  and  being  now 
about  to  fpeak  of  a  perfon,  whom  ' 
,  no  man  loves,  I  may  give  vent  to 
an  acrimony,  at  which  no  man  can 
take  offence.  If  I  have  been  trou* 
blefome  to  others,  I  am  no  lefs  un- 
comfortable to  myfelf,  and  amidit 
vexations  without  number  the  great- 
ell  of  all  is,  that  there  is  not  one, 
which  does  not  originate  from  my- 
felf. 

I  entered  upon  life  with  many 
advantages  natural  and  acquired; 
I  am  indebted  to  my  parents  for  a 
liberal  education,  and  to  nature  for 
no  contemptible  (hare  of  talents: 
my  propenfities  were  not  fuch  as 
betrayed  me  into  diffipatioh  and  ex- 
travagance: my  mind  was  habitu- 
ally of  a  fludious  caft ;  I  had  a 
paflion  for  books,  and  began  to  col- 
lect them  at  an  early  period  of  my 
life  :  to  them  I  devoted  the  greateft 
portion  of  my  time,  and  had  my  va- 
nity been  of  a  fort  to  be  contented 
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was  not  the  fociety  I  delighted  in ; 
againft  fuch   attacks  I  entrenched 
myfelf  with  the  moft  jealous  cau- 
tion: If  however  by  accident  I  was 
drawn  out  of   my  faftneffes,   and 
fapped  unawares  into  an  ambuf- 
cade  of  wicked  wits,  I  armed  my- 
felf  to  meet  them  with  a  triple  tier 
of  fmiles ;  I  primed  my  lips  with 
foch   a   ready  charge  of  flattery, 
that  when  I  had  once  engaged  them 
in  the  pleating   contemplation    of 
their  own  merits,  they  were  feldom 
difpofed  to  fcrutinize    into  mine, 
and  thus  in  general  I  contrived  to 
cfcape  undetected.     Though  it  wa3 
no  eafy  matter  to  extort  an  opinion 
from  me  in   fuch  companies,    yet 
ibmetimes  I   was  unavoidably  en- 
tangled in  converfation,  and  then  I 
was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  all 
my  addrefs ;  happily  my  features 
were  habituated  to  a  fmile  of  the 
moft  convertible  fort,  for  it  would 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  affe&ed  hu- 
mility as  well  as  thofe  of  actual  con- 
tempt,  to  which   in   truth  it  was 
more  congenial :  my  opinion,  there- 
fore, upon  any  point  of  controverfy, 
flattered  both  parties  and  befriend- 
ed neither;  it  was    calculated   to 
imprefs  the  company  with  an  idea 
that  I  knew  much  more  than  I  pro- 
feft  to  know;  it  was  in    fhort  fo 
iniinuating,  fo  fubmitted,  fo  hefitat- 
ing,  that  a  man  mud  Jiave  had  the 
heart  of  Nero  to  have  perfecuted 
a  being  ib  abfolutely  inofFenfive: 
but   thefe  facrifices  coft  me  dear, 
for  they  were  foreign  to  my  na- 
ture, and,  as  1  hated  my  fuperiors,  I 
avoided  their  fociety. 

Having  fufficiently  diftinguifhed 
,  myfelf  as  a  critic,  I  now  began  to 
meditate  fome  fecret  attempts  as  an 
author ;  but  in  thefe  the  fame  cau- 
tion attended  me,  and  my  perfor- 
mances did  not  rife  above  a  little 


fonnet,  or  a  parody,  which  I  circu- 
lated through  a  few  hands  without 
a  name,  prepared  to  difavow  it,  if 
it  was  not  applauded  to  my  wiihes : 
I  alfo  wrote  occafional  eflays  and 
paragraphs   for   the  public  prints, 
by  way  of  trying  my  talcts  in  va- 
rious kinds  of  ftile ;  by  thefe  ex- 
periments 1  acquired  a  certain  fa- 
cility of  imitating  other   people's 
manner  and  difguiiing  my  own,  and 
fo  far  my  point  was  gained ;  but  as 
for  the    fecret    fatisfaftion  I -had 
promifed  myfelf  in  hearing  my  pro- 
ductions applauded,  of  that  I  was 
altogether  disappointed ;  for  though 
I  tried  both  praife  and  difpraife  for 
the  purpofe  of  bringing  them  into 
notice,  I  never  had  the  pleafure  to 
be  contradicted  by  any  man  in  the 
latter  cafe,  or  feconded  by  a  living 
foul  in  the  former :  I  had  circulated 
a  little  poem, '  which  coft  me  fome 
pains,  and  as  I  bad  been  flattered 
with  the  applaufe  it  gained  from 
feveral  of  its  readers,  I  put  it  one 
evening  in  my  pocket,  and  went  to 
the  houfe  of  a  certain  perfon,  who 
was  much  reforted  to  by  men  of 
genius:  an  opportunity  luckily  of- 
fered for  producing  my  manufcript,  • 
which  I  was  prepared  to  avow  as 
foon  as  the  company  prefent  had 
given  fentence  in  its  favour :  it  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  dramatic 
author  of  fome  celebrity,  who  read 
it  aloud,   and   in   a  manner  as  I 
thought  that  clearly  anticipated  his 
difguii :  as  foon  therefore  as  he  had 
finifhed  it  and  demanded  of  me  if 
I  knew  the  author,  I  had  no  hesi- 
tation to  declare  that  1  did  not— 
,Then  I  prefume,  rejoined  he,  it  ii 
no  offence  to  fay  I   think  it  the 
me  reft  trafh  I  ever  read — None  in 
life,  I  replied,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment held  him  in  everlafting  hatred. 
Difgufted  with  the  world,  I  now 

began 
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as  I  was  feafting  my  jaundiced  eye 
one  morning  with  a  certain  news- 
paper, which  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
employing  as  the  vehicU  of  my  ve- 
nom, I  was  ftartled  at  difcovering 
myfelf  confpicuoufly  pointed  oat  in 
an  angry  column  as  a  cowardly  de- 
famer,  and  menaced  with  perfona! 
chaftifement,  as  foon  as  ever  proofs 
could  be  obtained  againft  me ;  and 
this  threatening  denunciation  evi- 
dently came  from  the  very  author, 
who  had  unknowingly  given  me 
fuch  umbrage,  when  he  recited  my 
poem. 

The  fight  of  this  refentful  para- 
graph was  like  an  arrow  to  my 
brain  :  habituated  to  flrirmifli  only 
behind  entrenchments,  I  was  ill  pre- 
pared to  turn  into  the  open  field, 
and  had  never  put  the  queftion  to 
my  heart,  how  it  was  provided  for 
the  emergency.  In  early  life  I  had 
not  any  reafon  to  fufpect  my  cou- 
rage, hay  it  was  rather  forward  to 
meet  occafions  in  thofe  days  of  in- 
nocence; but  the  meannefc  I  had 
lately  funk  into  had  fapped  every 
manly  principle  of  my  nature,  and 
I  now  dif<Jovcred  to  my  forrow, 
that  in  taking  up'  the  lurking  malice 
of  an  aflatfin,  I  had  loft  the  gallant 
fpirit  of  a  gentleman. 

There  was  Hill  one  alleviation  to 
my  terrors :  it  fo  chanced  that  I 
was  not  the  author  of  the  particular 
libel,  which  my  accufer  had  imput- 
ed to  me ;  ana  though  I  had  been 
father  of  a  thoufand  others,  I  felt 
myfelf  fupported  by  truth  in  almoll 
the  only  charge,  againft  which  I 
could  have  fairly  appealed  to  it. 
It  feemed  to  me  therefore  advife- 
able  to  lofe  no  time  in  difculpating 
myfelf  from  the  accufation;  yet  to 
feek  an  interview  with  this  irafcible 
man  was  a  fervice  of  fome  danger : 
chance  threw  the  opportunity  in  my 

way, 


began  to  dip  my  pen  in  gall,  and 
as  foon  as  I  had  fingled  out  a  pro- 
per object  for  my  fplccn,  I  looked 
round  him  for  his  weak  fide,  where 
I  could  place  a  blow  to  beft  ef- 
fect, and  wound  him  undifcover- 
ed :  the  author  abovementioned  had 
a  full  fhare  of  -my  attention ;  he 
was  an  irritable  man,  and  I  have 
fecn  him  agonized  with  the  pain, 
which  my  very  -fliafts  had  given 
him,  whilft  I  was  foremoft  to  ar- 
raign the  fcurrility  of  the  age,  and 
encourage    him    to    difregard  it : 

'  the  practice  I  had  been  in  of  mark- 
ing my  ftile  facilitated  my  attacks 
upon  every  body,  who  either  moved 
my  envy,  or  provoked  my  fpleen. 

The  meaneft  of  all  pafiions  had 
now  taken  entire  pofleffion  of  my 
heart,  and  I  furrendered  myfelf  to  it 
without  a  ftruggle :  ftill  there  was 
a  confeioufnefs  about  me,  that  funk 
me  in  my  own  efteem ;  and  when  I 
met  the  eye  of  a  man,  whom  I  had 
fecretly  defamed,  1  felt  abafhed, 
fociety  became  painful  to  me ;  and 
I  fhrunk  into  retirement,  for  my 

.  felf-efteem  was  loft;  though  I  had 
gratified  my  malice,  I  had  deftroy- 
ed  my  comfort;  I  now  contem- 
plated myfelf  a  fblitary  being  at 
the  very  moment  when  I  had  every 
requifite  of  fortune,  health,  and  en- 
dowments to  have  recommended  me 
to  the  world,  and  to  thofe  tender 
ties  and  engagements,  which  are 
natural  to  man,  and  conftitute  his 
beft  enjoyments. 

The  folitude  I  reforted  to  made 
me  every  day  more  morofe,  and 
fupplied  me  with  reflections  that 
rendered  me  intolerable  to  myfelf 
and  unfit  for  fociety.  I  had  reafon 
to  apprehend,  in  fpite  of  all  my 
caution,  that  I  was  now  narrowly 
watched,  and  that  ftrong  fufpicions 
were  taken  tp  againft  me ;  when, 


i»4      ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1790. 


way,  which  I  had  probably  elfe 
wanted  fpirit  to  invite ;  I  ace  oft  ed 
Jiim  with  all  imaginable  civility,  and 
made  the  ftrongeft  aflcverations  of 
my  innocence :  whether  I  did  this 
with  a  fervility  that  might  aggra- 
vate his  fufpicions,  or  that  he  had 
pthers  imprefled  upon  him  befides 
thofe  I  was  labouring  to  remove,  fo 
it  was,  that  he  treated  all  I  faid  with 
the  mod  contemptuous  incredulity, 
and  elevating  his  voice  to  a  tone 
that  petrified  me  with  fear,  bade  me 
avoid  his  light,  threatening  me  both 
by  words  and  actions  in  a  manner 
too  humiliating  to  relate* 

Alas  !  can  words  exprefs  my 
feelings?  Is  there  a  being  more 
wretched  than  myfelf?  to  be  fiknd- 
)  fs,  an  exile  from  fbciety,  and  at 
enmity  with  myfelf,  is  a  fituation 
deplorable  in  the  extreme :  let  what 
I  hare  now  written  be  made  public; 
if  I  could  believe  my  fhame  would 
be  turned  to  others'  profit,  it  might 
perhaps  become  lefs  painful  to  my- 
felf; if  men  want  other  motives  to 
divert  them  from  defamation,  than 
What;  their  own  hearts  fupply,  let 
them  turn  to  my  example,  and  if 
they  will  not  be  reafoned,  let  them 
be  frightened  out  of  their  propen- 
fity. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
Walter  Wormwood. 


Ok/creations  on  the  various  Sorts  of 
tStiie.     From  the  fame. 

TH  E  celebrated  author  of  the 
Rambler  in  his  concluding 
paper  fays,  1  have  laboured  to  refine 
our  language  to  grammatical  purity, 
and  to  clear  it  from  colloquial  barba- 
rijms,  licentious  idioms  and  irregular 
combinations :  fomething  perhaps  I 
have  added  to  the  elegance  ofits^  con- 


ftrudion,  and  fomething  to  the  bar* 
mony  of  its  cadence*  I  hope  our 
language  hath  gained  all  the  profit, 
which  the  labours  of  this  meritorious 
writer  were  exerted  to  produce :  in 
ilile  of  a  certain  description  he  un- 
doubtedly excels ;  but  though  { 
think  there  is  much  in  his  eflays  for 
a  reader  to  admire,  I  fhould  not 
recommend  them  as  a  model  for  a 
difciple  to  copy. 

Simplicity,  eafe  and  perfpicuity 
mould  be  the  firft  objedts  of  a  young 
writer :  Addifon  and  other  authors 
of  his  clafs  will  furnifh  him  with 
examples,  and  affift  him  in  the  at- 
tainment of  thefe  excellencies ;  bat 
after  all,  the  ilile,  in  which  a  man 
(hall  write,  will  not  be  formed  by 
imitation  only ;  it  will  be  the  &ile 
of  his  mind;  it  will  aflimilate  itfelf 
to  his  mode  of  thinking,  and  take 
its  colour  from  the  complexion  of 
his  ordinary  difcourfe,  ana  the  com- 
pany he  conforts  with.  As  for  that 
diflinguiihing  chara&eriftic,  which 
the  ingenious  eflayift  terms  very 
properly  the  harmony  of  its  cadence  \ 
that  I  take  to  be  incommunicable 
and  immediately  dependant  upon 
the  ear  of  him  who  models  it.  This 
harmony  of  cadence  is  fo  ftrong  a 
mark  of  difcrimination  between  au- 
thors of  note  in  the  world  of  letters, 
that  we  can  depofe  to  a  flile,  whofe 
modulation  we  are  familiar  with, 
aim  oft  as  confidently  as  to  the  hand-1 
writing  of  a  correfpondent.  But 
though  I  think  there  will  be  found 
in  the  periods  of  every  eftabiifhed 
writer  a  certain  peculiar  tune, 
(whether  harmonious  or  otherwife) 
which  willx  depend  rather  upon  the 
natural  ear  than  upon  the  imitative 
powers,  yet  I  would  not  be  under- 
ftood  to  fay  that  the  ftudy  of  good 
models  can  fail  to  be  of  ufe  in  the 
firft  formation  of  it.  %  When  a  fub- 

jed 
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jed  prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind,  and  foul  than  Beauty,  which  immediately 
thoughts  arife,  which  are  to  be  com-*  difFufes  a  fecret  fatisfa&ion  and 
mitted  to  writing,  it  is  then  for  a    complacency  through  the  imagina- 


man  to  chufe  whether  he  will  ex- 
press himfelf  in  fimple  or  in  ela- 
borate di&ion,  whether  he  will  com- 
prefs  his  matter  or  dilate  it,  orna- 
jnent  it  with  epithets  and  robe  it  in 
metaphor,  or  whether  he  will  de- 
liver it  plainly  and  naturally  in  fuch 
language  as  a  we':l-bred  person  and 
a  fcholar  would  ufe,  who  affects  no 
parade  offpeech,  nor  aims  at  any 
flights  of  fancy.  Let  him  decide 
as  he  will,  in  all  thefe  cafes  he  hath 
models  in  plenty  to  chufe  from, 
which  may  be  faid  to  court  his  imi- 
tation. 

For  inftance ;  if  his  ambition  is 
to  glitter  and  furprize  with  the 
figurative  and  metaphorical  brilli- 
ancy of  his  period,  let  hint  tune  his 
car  to  fome  fuch  paflages  as  the  fol- 
lowing, where  Do&or  John/on  in  the 
character  of  critic  and  biographer 
is  pronouncing  upon  the  poet  Con- 
grrve.  "  His  fcenes  exhibit  not 
much  of  humour,  imagery  or  paf- 


tion,  and  gives  a  hnifhing  to  any 
thing  that  is  great  or  uncommon: 
the  very  firft  difcovery  of  it  ftrikes 
the  mind  with  an  inward  joy,  and 
fpreads  a  chearfulnefs  and  delight 
through  all  its  faculties."   Or  again 
in  the  fame  eflay  :  "  We  no  where- 
meet  with  a  more  glorious  or  plead- 
ing (how  in  nature  than  what  ap- 
pears in  the  heavens  at  the  rifing 
and  fetting  of  the   fun,  which    is 
wholly  made  up  of  thofe  different 
ftains  of  light,  that  mow  themfelves 
in  clouds  of  a  different  fituation." 
A  florid  writer  would  hardly  have 
refifted   the    opportunities,    which 
here  court  the  imagination  to  in- 
dulge its  flights,  whereas  few  writers 
of  any  fort  would  have  been  tempt- 
ed on  a  topic  merely    critical  to 
have  employed  fuch  figurative  and 
fplendid  diction,  as  that  ofDo&or 
Johnfon;  thefe  lhtle  famples  there- 
fore, though  felefted  with  little  or 
no  care,  but  taken  as  they  came  to 


fion  ;  his  perfonages  are  a  kind  of    hand,  may  ferve  to  exemplify  my 
intellectual    gladiators ;  every  fen-     meaning,  and  in  fome  degree  cha- 


tence  is  to  ward  or  flrike ;  the  con- 
te'ft  of  fmartnefs  is  never  intermit- 
ted ;  his  wit  is  a  meteor  playing 
to  and  fro  with  alternate  corufca- 
tions."  If  he  can  learn  to  embroi- 
der with  as  much  fplendor,  taite  and 
addcefs  as  this  and  many  other  fam- 
ples  from  the  fame  matter  exhibit, 
hi  cannot  fludy  in  a  better  fchool. 
On  the  contrary,  if  Simplicity  be 


ra&erize  the  different  ftiles  of  the 
refpe&ive  writers. 

Now  as  every  ftudent,  who  is 
capable  of  copying  either  of  thefe 
ftiles,  or  even  of  comparing  them, 
mull  dircern  on  which  fide  the 
greater  danger  of  mifcarrying  lies, 
as  well  as  the  greater  difgrace  in 
cafe  of  fuch  miicarriage,  prudence 
will  direct  him  in  his  outfet  not  to 


his  object,  and  a  certain  ferenity  of    hazard  the  attempt  at  a  florid  die- 


ftiles  which  feems  in  unifon  with  the 
foul,  he  may  open  the  Spectator1,  and 
take  from  the  firft  paper  of  Mr. 
Addijon  the  firft  paragraph,  that 
meets  his  eye— the  following  for 
inftance—*"  There  is  nothirg  that 
makes  jts  way  more  dire&fy  to  the 


tion.  If  his  ear  hath  not  been  vi- 
tiated by  vulgar  habitudes,  he  will 
only  have  to  guard  againft  mean 
expreffions,  whUit  he  is  ftudying  to- 
be  fimple  and  perfpicuous ;  he  will 
put  his  thoughts  into. language  na- 
turally as.  thsy  £  relent  themfelves, 

giving 
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giving  them  for  the  prefent  little  their  ftile   would    be  ftrong   and 
more  than  mere  grammatical  cor-  lofty,  full  of  allufions  to  all  that  is 
re&ion  ;  afterwards,  upon  a  clofer  great  and  magnificent  in  the  king- 
review,  he  will   polilh  thofe  parts  doms  of  this  world,'*     (Commence- 
that   fe«m   rude,   harmonize   them  nunt    Sermon.) — And  thefe   flights.* 
where  thay  are  unequal,  comprefs  of  imagination,   thefe    efrufions  of  "• 
what  is  too  difFufive,  raife  what  is  rapture  and  fublimity  wilL  occafioi)- 
low,  and  attune  the  whole  to  that  ally  be  found  in  the  pulpit  eloquence 
general  cadence,  which  fecms  moil  of  fome  of  our  moil  correct  and 
grateful  to  his  ear.  t  mperate    writers  ;    witnefs    that 
But  if  our  ftu Jent  hath  been  (bit-  brilliant  apoftrophe  at  the  conclufkm 
ten  with  the  turbulent  oratory   of  of  the  ninth  difcourfe  of  Bfjbop  SJ>er- 
the  fenate,  the  acrimonious  decla-  lock,  than  whom  few  or  none  have 
jnation  of  the  bar,  or  the  pompous  written  with  more  dida&ic  brevity 
eloquence  of  the  pulpit,  and  ihall  and  fimplicity — "  Go,"  (fays  he  to 
take  the  lofty  fpeakers  in  thefe  fe-  the   Deifts)  "go  to   your  natural 
veral  orders  for  his  models,  rather  religion :  Lay  before  her  Mahomet 
than   fuch  as   addrefs    the  ear   in  and  his  diiciples  arrayed  in  armour 
humbler  tones,  his  pafiions  will  in  and  in   blood,  riding  in   triumph 
that  cafe  hurry  him  into  the  florid  over  the  fpoils  of  thoufands  and  tens 
and  figurative   ftile,  to  a   fublime  of  thoufands,  who  fell  by  his  vi&c- 
and  fwelling  period ;  and  if  in  this  rious  fword :    Shew  her  the  cities 
he   excels,   it  mutt   be    owned   he  which  he  fet  in  flames,  the  countries 
accomplishes  a  great  and  arduous  which  he   ravaged  and  deftroyed, 
tafk,  and  he  will  gain  a  liberal  ftiare  and  the  miferable  dulrefs  of  all  the 
of  applaufe  from  the  world,  which  in  inhabitants  of  the  earth.   When  (he 
general  is  apt  to  be  captivate  J  wiih  has  viewed  him  in  this  fcene1,  carry 
thofe  high  and    towering  images,  her  into  his  retirements;  fhew  her 
that  ftrike  and  furprize  the  ienles.  the  prophet's  chamber,  his  concu- 
In  this  ftile  the  Hebrew  prophets  bines   and  wives;    let  her  fee  his 
write,  "  whofe  difcourfe"   (to  ufe  adultery,  and  hear  him  alledge  re* 
the   words  of   the  learned   Doclor .  velation  and  his  divine  commiffioa 
Bentley)  "  after  the  genius  of  the  to  juftify  his   lull   and  opprefion. 
Eaftern  nations,  is  thick  fet  with  When  fhe  is  tired  with  this  profpeft, 
metaphor  and  allegory :   the   fame  then    fhew   her    the    blefled  Jelus, 
bold  comparifons  and  dithyrambic  humble  and  meek*  doing  good  to 
liberty  ©f  ftile  every  where  occur-  all   the  fons  of  men,  patiently  hi- 
ring—For  when  the  Spirit  of  God  ftruciing    both    the    ignorant  and 
came  upon  them,  and  breathed  a  new  perverfe ;  let  her    fee    him  in  his 
warmth  and  vigour  through  ail  the  moft  retired  privacies ;  let  her  fol- 
lowers of  the  body  and  foul ;  when  low  him  to  the  mount,  and  hear  his 
by  the  influx  of  divine  light  the  devotions  and  fopplications  to  God; 
whole   fcene  cf  Chrift's  heavenly  carry  her  to  his  table  to  view  his 
kingdom  was  reprefented  to  their  poor  fare,  and  hear  his  heavenly 
view,  lb  that  their  hearts  were  ra-  difcourfe:  Let  her  fee  him  injured 
vilhed  with  joy,  and  their  imagina-  but  not  provoked ;   let  her  attend 
tions  turgid  and  pregnant  with  the  him  to  die  tribunal,  and  coofider 
glorious  ideas ;  then  furely,  if  ever,  the  patience  with  which  he  endured 

*  the 
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the  feoffs  and  reproaches  of  his 
enemies:  Lead  her  to  his  croft,  and 
let  her  view  him  in  the  agony  of 
death,  and  hear  his  lait  prayer  for  his 
perfecutors— Father,  forgive  themt 
for  they  know  not  <wbat  they  do" 

This  is  a  lofty  paflage  in  the  high 
imperative  tone  of  declamation ;  it 
is  richly  coloured,  boldly  contra fted 
and  replete  with  imagery,  and  is 
amongit  the  ftrongeft  of  thofe  in- 
ftances,  where  the  orator  addrene9 
himfelf  to  the  fenfes  and  paflions  of 
his  hearers:  But  Let  the  difciple 
tread  this  path  with  caution ;  let 
him  wait  the  call,  and  be  fure  he 
has  an  occafion  worthy  of  his  efforts 
before  he  makes  them. 

Allegory,  perfoaification  and  me-. 
taphor  will  prefs  upon  his  imagina- 
tion at  certain  times,  but  let  him 
foberly  coiifult  his  judgment  in  thofe 
moments,  and  weigh  their  fitnefs 
before  he  admits  them  into  his  ftile. 
As  for  allegory,  it  is  at  beft  but  a 
kind  of  fairy  form ;  it  is  hard  to  na- 
turalize it,  and  it  will  rarely  fill  a 
graceful  part  in  any  manly  compo- 
sition. With  refpeft  to  perfoninca- 
tion,  as  I  am  fpeaking  of  profe  only, 
it  is  but  an  exotic  ornament,  and 
may  be  confidered  rather  as  the 
loan  of  the  mufes  iiian  as  the  pro- 
perty of  profe  %  let  our  ftudent 
therefore  beware  how  he  borrows 
the  feathers  of  the  jay,  lell  his  un- 
natural finery  fhould  only  ferve  to 
make  him  pointed  at  and  defpifed. 
Metaphor,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
comnadn  property,  and  he  may  take 
his  fliare  of  it,  provided  he  has  difcre- 
tion  not  to  abufe  his  privilege,  aod 
neither  furfeits  the  appetite  with 
repletion,  nor  confounds  the  palate 
with  too  much  variety ;  Let  his 
metaphor  be  appofite,  fingle  and 
unconfufed,  and  it  will  ferve  him 
as  a  kind  of  rhetorical  lever  to  lift 


and  elevate  his  ftile  above  the  pitch 
of  ordinary  difcourfe  ;  let  him  alio 
fo  apply  this  machine,  as,  to  make  it 
touch  in  as  many  points  as  poflible; 
otherwife  it  can  never  fo  poife  the 
weight  above  it,  as  to  keep  it  firm 
and  fteady  on  its  proper  center. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  right 
ufe  and  application  of,  this  figure, 
I  again  apply  to  a  learned  author 
already  quoted—"  Our  firft  parents 
having  fallen  from  their  native  ftate 
of  innocence,  the  tin&ure  of  evil, 
like  an  hereditary  difeafe,  inferred 
all  their  pofterity ;  and  the  leaven 
of  fin  having  once  corrupted .  the 
whole  mafs  of  mankind,  all  the 
fpecies  ever  after  would  be  foured 
and  tainted  with  it;  the  vitious  fer- 
ment perpetually  diffufing  and  pro- 
'  pagating  -itfelf  through  all  genera- 
tions."— (Bentley,  Com,  Sermon,) 

There  will  be  found  alio  in  cer- 
tain writers  a  profufion  of  words, 
ramifying  indeed  from  the  fame 
root,  yet  rifing  into  climax  by  their 
power  and  importance,  which  feems 
to  burft  forth  from  the  overflow 
and  impetuofity  of  the  imagina- 
tion ;  refembling  at  firil  fight  what 
Quintilian  cha racier ifes  as  the  Abun- 
dant ia  Juvenilis,  but  which,  when 
tempered  by  the  hand  of  a  mafter, 
will  upon  clofer  examination  be 
found  to  bear*  the  ftamp  of  judg- 
ment under  the  appearance  of  pre- 
cipitancy. *  I  need  only  turn  to  the 
famous  Commencement  Sermon  before 
quoted,  and  my  meaning  will  be 
fully  illuirrated— "  Let  them  tell  us 
then  what  is  the-  chain,  the  cement, 
the  magnetifm,  what  they  will  call 
it,  the  invifible  tie  of  that  union, 
whereby  matter  and  an  incorporeal 
mind,  things  that  have'  no  fimuitude 
or  alliance  to  each  other,  can  fo 
fympathize  by  a  mutual  league  of 
motion  and  fenfation.     No:   they* 

will 
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will 'not  pretend  to  that,  for  they 
can  frame  no  conceptions  of  it : 
They  are  fure  there  is  fach  an 
anion  from  the  operations  and  ef- 
fects, but  the  caufe  and  the  manner 
of  it  are  too  fubtle  and  fecret  to 
be  difcovered  by  the  eye  of  reafon ; 
'tis  myftery,  'tis  divine  magic,  'tis 
natural  miracle." 

Political  EffeSis  of  the  Junction  be- 
t*wun  the  great  monied  Inter  eft  and 
the philofophical  Cabals  ^France. 
From  Burke'/  Reflexions  on  the 
Revolution  in  France. 

IN  the  mean  time,  the  pride  of 
the  wealthy  men,  not  noble  or 
newly  noble,  encreafed  with  its 
caufe.  They  felt  with  refentment 
an  inferiority,  the  grounds  of  which 
they  did  not  acknowledge.  There 
was  no  meafure  to  which  they  were 
not  willing  to  lend  themfelves,  in 
order  to  be  revenged  of  the  outrages 
of  this  rival  pride,  and  to  exalt 
their  wealth  to  what  they  confidered 
as  its  natural  rank  and  eftimation. 
They  ftruck  at  the  nobility  through 
the  crown  and  the  church.  They 
attacked  them  particularly  on  the 
fide  on  which  they  thought  them  the 
molt  vulnerable,  that  is,  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  church,  which,  thro' 
the  patronage  of  the  crown,  gene- 
rally devolved  upon  the  nobility. 
The  bifhopricks,  and  the  great 
commendatory  abbies,  were,  with 
few  exceptions,  held  by  that  order. 

In  this  (late  of  real,  though  not 
always  perceived  warfare  between 
the  noble  antient  landed  intereft, 
and  the  hew  monied  intereft,  the 
greateft  becaufe  the  moft  applicable 
ftrength  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
latter.  The  monied  intereft  is  in 
its  nature  more  ready  for  any  ad- 
venture;  and    its  pofteffors  mote 


difpofed  to  new  enterprizes  of  aiiV 
kind.  Being  of  a  recent  acqnuv 
tion,  it  falls  in  more  nat  orally  with 
any  novelties.  It  is  therefore  the" 
kind  of  wealth  which  will  be  re- 
torted to  by  all  who  wifh  for  change. 

Along  with  the  monied  intereft, 
a  new  defcription  of  men  had  grown 
up,  with  whom  that*  intereft  foon 
formed  a  clofe  and  marked  union,' 
I  mean  the  political  men  of  letters. 
Men  of  letters,  fond  of  diftinguifh- 
ing  themfelves,  are  rarely  averfe  tor 
innovation.  Since  the  decline  of* 
the  life  and  greatnefs  of  Lewis  the 
XI  Vth,  they  were  not  fo  much  cul- 
tivated either  by  him,  or  by  th* 
regent,  or  the  "fucceflbrs  to  the 
crown;  nor  were  they  engaged  to 
the  court  by  favours  and  emolu- 
ments fo  fyftematically  as  during 
the  fplendid  period  of  that  oftent** 
tious  and  not  impolitic  reign.  What 
they  loft  in  the  old  court  prote&ion* 
they  endeavoured  to  make  op  by 
joining  in  a  fort  of  incorporation 
of  their  own;  to  which  the  two 
academies  of  France,  and  after- 
wards the  vaft  undertaking  of  the" 
Encyclopaedia,  carried  on  by  a  6- 
ciety  of  thefe  gentlemen,  did  not* 
little  contribute. 

The  literary  cabal  had  fonte  yeah 
ago  formed  fomething  like  a  regular* 
plan  for  the  deftriidtion  of  the  Cnrif* 
tian  religion.  This  object,  theV 
purfued  with  a  degree  of  zeal  which 
hitherto  had  been  difcovered  only 


fanatical  degree ;  and  frbro  thence^ 
by  an  eafy  frogrefs,  with  the  fob* 
of  perfecution  according  to  their1 v 
means;  What  was  not  to  be  doatf 
towards  their  great  end  by  any  Hi- 
red or  immediate  act,  might  be* 
wrought  by  a  longer  procett  tW 

tfaft 
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tfie  medium  of  opinion.  To  com- 
mand that  opinion,  the  firft  ftep  it 
to  eftablifti  a  dominion  over  thofe 
who  diredl'  it.  They  contrived  to 
jwflefs  ^hemfelves,  with  great  me- 
thod and  perfeverance,  of  all  the 


neither  weakened  their  ftrength,nor 
relaxed  their  efforts. '   The  lrfue  of  ' 
the  whole  wasy  that  what  with  op- 
pofition,  and  what  with  fuccefs,  a  s 
violent  and  malignant   zeal,  of  a 
kind  hitherto  unknown  in  the  world, 


avenues   to  literary  fame.     Many   Jiad  taken  an  entire   pofTefuon  of 


of  them  indeed  Hood  high  in  the 
ranks  of  literature  and  fcience.  The 
world  had  done  .them  juftice ;  and 
in  favour  of  general  talents  for- 
gave the  evil  tendency  of  their  pe- 
culiar principles.     This  was   true 
liberality ;  which  they  returned  by 
endeavouring  to  confine  the  reputa- 
tion of  fenfe,  learning,  and  *afte  to 
themfelves  or  their  followers.     I 
•will  venture  to  fay  that  this  nar- 
i:owj  exclufive  ipirit  has  not:  been 
lefs  prejudicial  to  literature  and  to. 
lafte,  than  to  morals  and  true  phi- 
lofophy.     T&efe  A*nei  focal  fathers 
iiave  a  bigotry  of  their  own ;  and 
jthey  have  iearivt  io   talk  againft 
jnonks   with  the  ipirit  of  a  monk. 
But  in  fome  things  they  are  men 


their    minds,    and   rendered   their 
whole   converfation,   which   other- 
wife  would  have  been  plealing  arid 
iaftruciive,  perfectly  difgufting.    A 
fpirit  of  cabal,  intrigue,  and  profe- , 
ly tifm,  pervaded  all  their  thoughts, 
words,  and  a&ions.     And  as  con- 
trove  dial  zeal  foon  turns  its  thoughts 
on  force,  they  began  to  infinuate 
themfelves  into  a   coirerpondence 
with   foreign    princes ;    in  hopes, 
through  their  authority,  which  at 
firft  they  flattered,  they  might  bring 
about  the  changes  they  had  in  view. 
Tathem  it  was  indifferent  whether 
thefe  changes  were  to  be  accom- 
plifhed  by  the  thunderbolt  of  def- 
potifm,  or  by  the  earthquake  of  po- 
pular commotion.    The  correfpon- 


aof  the  world.     The  resources  qf    dence  between  this  cabal,  and  the 
intrigue  are  called  in  to  fupply  the    late  king  of  Pruffia,  will  throw  no 


^defects  of  argument  anjd  wit.  To 
,this  fyftem  of  literary  monopoly 
jwas  joined  an  unremitting  induftry 
to  blacken  and  .discredit  in  every 
jvay,  and  by  every  means,  all  thofe 

m  *  •     *  111  1  •  i"*       t~\  * 


finall  light  upon  the  fpirit  of  all 
their  proceedings  *.  For  the  fame 
purpofe  for  which  they  intrigued 
with  princes,  they  cultivated,  in  a 
cttftinguiftied  manner,   the   monied 


Mrho  did  not  ho}d  ;to  tjieir  faclion.  jntereft  of  France  ;  and  partly  thro* 
To  thofe  who  have  obferved  the  .the  means  furnifhed  by  thofe  whofe 
fpirit  of  tjheir  condu&,  it  ^as  long     peculiar  offices  gave  them  the  moft 


jbeen  clear  that  nothing  was  wante^ 
jbut  the  power  of  carrying  the  inr 
jtolerance  of  the  tongue  and  of  tlpe 
pen  into  a  persecution  whic^  would 
#rike  at  property,  liberty,  and  life. 

The  defultory  and  faint  persecu- 
tion carried  on  againft  them,  more 
from  compliance  with  form  and  de- 
cency than  wjth  ferious  refentment, 


extenfive  and  certain  means  of  com- 
munication, they  carefully  occupied 
all  the  avenues  to  opinion.     • 

Writers,  efpecially  when  they  a£i 
in  a  body,  and  with  one  riire&ion, 
have  great  influence  on  the  public 
mind ;  the  alliance  therefore  of  thefe 
writers  with  the  monied  intereft 
had  no  fmall  effect  in  removing  the 


*  I  do  not.chufe  to  fliock  the  feeling  of  the  mpral  reader  with  any  quotation  of 
their  vulgar,  bafe,  and  profane  language. 

'"  yoL.  XXXII.  K  popular 
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popular  odium  and  enVy  which  at-  .  tibns  has  been  attacked ;  and  the 

tended  that  fpecies  of  wealth.  Thefe  great  care  which,  cpntrary  to  their 

writers,  like  the  propagators  of  all  pretended  principles,  has  been  taken, 

povelties,  pretended  to  a  great  zeal  of  a    mohied  mtereft  originating 

for  the  poor,  and  the  lower  orders,  from  the  authority  of  the  crown. 

whilft  in  their  fatirefr  they  rendered  All  the  envy  againit  wealth  and 

hateful,  by  every  exaggeration,  the  power,  was  artificially  directed  a- 

faults  of  courts,  of  nobility,  and  gainft  other  defcriptkms  of  riches. 

of  priefthood.     They  became  a  fort  On  what  other  principles  than  that 

pf  demagogues.     They  ferved  as  a  which  I  have  ftated  can  we  account 

link  to  unite,  in  favour  of  one  ob-  for  an  appearance  fo  extraordinary 

'jeft,  obnoxious  wealth  to  refUefs  and  and  unnatural  as  that  of  the  eccie- 

defperate  poverty.  fiaftical  pofleflions,  which  had  flood 

As  thefe  two  kinds  of  men  appear  fo  many   fucceffions  of  ages   and 

principal  leaders   in   all   the   late  mocks  of  civil  violences,  and  were, 

tranfa&ions,  their  jundtidn  and.  po-  guarded  at  onceby  juftice,  and  by 

litics  will  ferve  to   account,    not  prejudice,  being  applied  to  the  pay? 

upon  any  principles  of  law  of  of  ment  of  debts,  comparatively  rc: 

policy,  but  as  a  cavfe,  for  the'  ge-  cent,  invidious,  and   contra&ed  by 

lieral  fury  with  which  all  the  landed  a  decried  and  fubveKed  govern- 

property  of  eCclefiaftital  corpora-  raenj:? 


/ 
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ODE      on     NO      ODE. 

By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq. 
[See  CHRONICLE,   p.  193.] 

WHAT!  not  a  fprig  of  annual  metre, 
Neither  from  Thomas  nor  from  Peter 
Whb  has  ihut  up  the  laureat's  -Jbop? 
Alas !  "  poor  Tom's  a-cold,"  I  fear; 
:For  fack  "  ppor  Tom"  muft  drink  {mall-beer, 
And  lol— of  that  a  fcanty  drop ! 

St.  James's,  happy,  happy  court,     ' 
Where  luxury  is  thought  to  fport, 

No  more  his  tent  (hall  Thomas  pitch  in ; 
Can  Odes  of  praife  and  wifdom  cloy  ? 
Shall  Caefar's  <bard  no  more  enjoy 

The  run  of  mighty  Czfar's  kitchen  ? 

=Loud  tq9lx  of  Helicon  the  floods, 
ParnafTus  ihakes  through  all  his  woods, 

To  think  immortal  verfe  fhould  thus  be  flighted. 
J  fee,  I  fee  the  God  of  Lyric  fire- 
Drop  fuddenly  his  jaw,  and  lyre— * 

I  hear,  I  hear  the  Mufes  fcream  affrighted ! 

And  sow  1  mark  the  Delphic  god 
Prepare  to fpeak  on  this  no  Ode! 

Hark  to  his  fblemn  fpeech:  "Alas!  alas!" 
(He  cries)  "  (hall  profe  record  the  gJbrious  things 
M  Perform'd  by  glorious  queens  and  kings  ?    . 

"  'Tis  redly  .tetting£*/»/in<£r<j/}." 

Perchance  the  royal  pair  have  puk'd  with  praife, 

So  luHabied,  like  children  in  the  cradle! 
Determm'd  now  to  end  the  LaUreat's  days, 

Who  "Ogives  Fame's  pap,  the  glutton !  with  a  ladle. 

Indeed,  it  is  a  -generous  mode  of  finning, 
Yet  fets,  -unluckily,  the  world  a  grinning ! 
Perchance  (his  pow'fs  for  future  actions  hoarding) 
.George  thinks  the.  year  boafts  nothing  worth  recording. 

K  %       •  Yet 
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Yet  what  of  that  ?— Tho*  nought  hath  been  effededy 
Tom  might  have  told  us  what  might  be  expe&ed\ 
Have  faid  that  civil  lift  fhould  figh  no  more, 
And  Charlotte  give— a  fixpence  to  the  poor  | 

[ODE  f$r  his  MAJESTY'S  BIRTH  DAY,  June±  17^ 

Written  fy  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  T.  Warton, 

I. 

XXr  I T H I N  what  fountain's  craggy  cell 

vy    Delight?  the  goddefs  Health  to  dwell  ? 

Where  from  the  rigid  roof  cfiftils 

Her  richeft  dream  in  fteely  rills  * 
What  mineral  gems  entwine  her  humid  locks?' 

Lo,  fparkling  high  from  potent  fprings. 

To  Britain's  fons  her  cup  (he  brings! 
Romantic  Matlock !  are  thy  tufted  rocks, 
Thy  fring'd  declivities,  the  dim  retreat 
Where  the  coy  Nymph  has  fix'd  her  favourite  feat, 
And  hears,  reclin'd  along  the  thundering  ihore, 
Indignant  Darwent's  demltory  tide 

His  rugged  channel  rudely  chide  ? 
Darwent,  whofe  ftiaggy  wreath  is  ftain'd  with  Danifh  gore! 

II. 

Or  does  fhe  drefs  her  Naiad- cave. 
With  coral-fpoii*  from  Neptune's  wave, 
And  hold  fiiort  revels  with  the  train 
Of  nymphs  that  tread  the  netghb'ring  main? 
And  from  the  cliffs  of  Avon's  cavern'd  fide 
Temper  the  balmy  beverage  pure* 
That,  fraught  with  "  drops  of  precious  cure,'' 
Brings  back  to  trembling  hope  the  drooping  bride  ^ 
That  in  the  virgin's  cheek  renews  the  rofe, 
And  wraps  the  eye  of  Fain  in  quick  repofe ! 
While  oft  (he  climbs  the  mountain's  {helving  fteeps, 
And  calls  her  votaries  wan,  to  catch  the  gale 
That  breathes  o'er  Alhton's  elmy  vale, 
N  And  from  the  Cambrian  hilts  the  pillowy  Severn  fweeps. 

m. 

Or  broods  the  nymph  with  watchfu|  wing 

O'er  ancient  Badon's  myftic.fpring? 
And  fpeeds  from  its  fulphureous  fource. 

The  fteamy  torrent's  fecret  courfe; 
And  fans  th'  eternal  fparks  of  hidden  fire, 
In  deep  unfathom'd  beds  below 
By  Bladud's  magic  taught  to  glow, 

-■-   J  -    ■     -   ?     -•■?  '  *  BladoS 
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Iladud,  high  theme  of  fancy's  Gothic  lyre ! 
Or  opes  the  healing  Power  her  chbfen  fount 
In  the  rich  veins  of  Malvern's  ample  mount  ?  ^ 
Prom  whofe  tall  ridge  the  noontide  wanderer  views 
Pomona's  purple  realm,  in  April's  pride;. 
Its  blaze  of  bloom  expanding  wide,^ 
And  waving  grdves  array'd  in  Flora's  faireft  hues. 

Haunts  me  the  lcenfc,  where  Nature  lowers 
•    O'er  Buxton's  heath  in  lingering  fhoweis? 

Or  loves  ihe  more*  with  TandaY  fleets 

In  mattin  dance  the  nymphs  to  meet, 
That  on  the  flowery  marge  Of  Chelder  play  ? 

Who,  bbaftful  of  the  ftately  train  , 
.   That  cteigri'd  to  grace  this  fimple  plain, 
Late,  with  hew  pride;  along  his  reedy  way, 
Bore  to  $abrina  wreaths  of  brighter  line, 
And  mark'd  his  paitoral  urn  with  emblems  new.^ 
Hdwe'er  thefe  ftreams  ambro&d  may  detain 
Thy  fteps,  O  genial  Health,  yet  not  alone 

,,       Thy  gifts  the  Naiad-fifters  own;. t 

Thine  too  the  briny  flood,  and  Ocean's  hoar  domaia; 

V 
Andlo!  amid  the  watery  roar; 
In  Thetis'  car  ftie  fltims  the  more;  ^ 
Where  Portland's  brows;  embattled  high 
..  With  rocks,  in  rugged  majeftv 
Frown  b'er  the  billows,  and  the  ftorrii  reftraiii, 

She  beckons  Britain's  fcejjter'd  pair 
.   Her.  treafures  of  the  deep  t6  fhare  I—  ,t 

Hail  then,  on  this  glad  mom,  the  mighty  Main! 
Which  lends  the  boon  divine  of  lehgthen'd  days . 
To  Thofe,  who  wear  the  nobleft  regal  bays  f 
That  mighty  Main,  which  on  its  Confcious  tide; 
Their  bouhdlefs  Commerce  pours  on  every  clime, 
~      Their tlauntlefs  banner  bears  fublime;  .   .  .4  •  •   i 

Which  wafts  their  pomp  of  war,  and  fpreads  their  thunder  wiie ! 


^ROLOGtJE     to    KING     JOHN,  performed  by  tV$  Boys  j? 

Weftmnfter  Stbool.     Spoken  by  Mr.  Bdtx&XE. 

v.  •      -  * 

XJ  AVE  you  ne'e/  teen  (a  quaint  device  'tis  reckdn'd); 

t*  In  Dodfley's  Poems,  vol.  t.  page  the  fecond, 

ft  troop  of  boys*  in  fportive  gulfe,  wio  bear 

The  arms  of  Mars,  and  attributes  of  war, 

Aflay  the  fword  to  draw,  the  fpear  to  wield, 

And  raife;  with  force  cbmbin'd,  the  mafly :  flueld 


1*34        ANNTTAL    REdli'Tgit,  1790* 

Whilft  one  o'erwielnTd,  yet  drtadftt  to  the  neft, ' 
Nods  the  dire  plujnes  .that  threaten Ver  his  creft £ 
Not  quite  jb  young,  yet,  as  we.  hope,  more  $t,- 
Lo  !  we  attempt,  Before  this  .crowded  pit, 
In  feudal  artns,  and xdyal  robes,  to' (talk 
Witfc  tragic  dignity  of  mien  and  walk ; 
And,,  decked  with  terrors"  from  theatric  fhel<i>eir  ' 
Start  at  the  phantoms  we  have  rats' d  ourfekves*- 
Yet,  tet  not  harm  feverity  deride  . 
1     Thefe  early  efforts  of  ingenuous  pride;  • 

Think,  but  how  &ft»withmoie  inglorious  art,- 
Men  minritk  4s,  and  $£t  a  bqyifh  parU 
Whoe'e*  in  trifles,  <K>  in  train  ddigh$s— 
In  truant  fport  confumes  his; days  and  nights—* 
lsjlilla  boy,  however he  may. brag, 
And  well  defervesto  ride  on  Bt^hy's  nag. 
H eavens,  how  they  multiply  by  this  new  ruUI 
England  itfelf  is  one  -  great  publk<  fehool  ? 
With  many  *wicied:6oys*r—~  O !  dire  di  feller  !-r» 
Spite  Of  the  good example  of  its  Mafter!-* 
Pardon  our  flippant  wit»-th/i  fcene,  the  ftage 
Inijrire,  perhaps*  this  pert  fetyric  rage   :  > 
We  lath  not  you,  whom  rajtherSve  muft  court,. 
To  ftoop  your  manly  judgments,  to  pur  fport ! 
Nor  wifh  you  puntihment,  as  things  now  ftand, 
Except,  a  little  clapping  on  the  hancf. 

■ 

PROLOGUE,  fe -HIGH  LIFE  BELOW  STAIRS,  per/*** 

by  the  /am/.     Spoken  by  -Mr.  Buv  au  a  y . 

^ITHEN  firjr.  thefe  fcenes,6ur  author  Vpen  de£gn'4 
yf    The  force  of  ton  was  partial  andconnn'd;  : 
Yet,  even  then,  wiile  fafhion  yet  was  young, 
Her  rage  was  catching,  and  her  influence  ftrong<— 
Swift  from  the  travelrd  beaji  and  titled  dame 
Lacquies  and  Abigails  confefs'd'  the  flame. 
The  vail  ambition  fires  the  menial  band, 
And  retail foliesloloom  at  fecohd-hand. 
Does  Lovelace  drinjc  or  game  ?  The  fop  befiows* 

*        His  caft-off  <uices  with  His  cuft -off  clothes. 

Does  he  redeem- his. lofles  at  Duke^s -place, 
iVnd.raife  fupplies  from  Jfrael's  flinty  race  ? 
His  gentleman  purfues  the  fame  career— - 
And,  rt  Damme— is  diftrefs'd  like  any  pe**>f*  . 
Follows  thro'  diflipation's  various  ftages; 
Takes  money  on  reverfionary  wages  :■ 
Like  LoweJaa^&lfrhis  wafting  pujfc  recruitSr 
Axv&rgra&ts  pqfl-obits  upon  birth 'day  kits*  ■    ■  r* 

"  Hi* 
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*  High  Life's  the  word!"  The  rage  of  imitation. , 
Sums  high  in  every  bfeaft  throughout  the  nation, 
The  phrenzy  rages  wide  each  palling  bour> 
Exhibits  growing  Ton's  encreafirig  pow'r: 
On  ev'ry  brain  the  changeful  Daimon  flies, 
Now  hbdstoqfets  to  fall'-  flow  cafes  to  rife  J.     ... 
Now,  at  his  word,'  th'  obedient  muflin  fwells, 
And  beaux,  with  "  Monflrous  Craws,"  peep  oUt  at  pouting  belles. 
No  longer  now  conhVd  to  courtly  air* 
Tafte  (weer>s  refiftlefs  on  thro'  Temple  Bar; 
Above,  below,  the  wild  contagion  fpreads. 
And  dreams  of  faihion  float  round  city  heads* 
.   Sir  Balaam's  toils  have  realised  a  plum  !  '  * 

My  lady's  fpirit  kindles  at  the  fum. 
n  Lard,  lo<uey>  who  can  live  in  Lombard-ftreet  ? 
"  Halle,  let  us  quit  the  mercantile  retreat. 
*«  Here  we  grub  on-— while  wealth  no  fame  beftows-*— 
•«  We're  nobody  that  any-body  knows,  .    * 

u  How  vain  the  cumb'rous  pride  of  opulence! 
*'  Let  fafhion  rule,  and  tafte  direct  expence*" 
Thus  fpeaks  the  glqry  of  my  Lord  Mayor's  ball* 
The  pond'rous  AU.Uigflfrg  of  Grocers-bail, 

Thus  rpeaks  the  fair,  and  gives  her  wiflies  vent, 
The  paflive  hufband  nods  a  gruff  aflent. 
Now  civic  joys,  and  Ltmbard-flreet  farewel, 
My  lady  quits  you  all,  for  >dear  Pall-MalL   ' 
By  brilliant  equipage  and  depth  of  play,. 
At  length  to  certain  fets  .fhe  makes  her  way ; 
And  gains  the  point  hex  heart  defir'd  fo  long, 
To  flounce  and  flounder  in  excefs  of  ton. 

Yet  fome  there  are,  and  thofe  high  life,  can  boafl, , 
With  nobler  claims  than  thofe.  of  wit  or  toaft; 
Whofe  ranjeand  faihion.are  their  Virtue's  foils—  flowing  to  the 
Their  approbation  may  o^ef-.pay  pur  toils.  Audience.] 

i  * 

EPILOGUE  to  the  CONSTANT  COUPLE.  Written  by  Mr. 
Bi^ackstone.  SjfoAenbyMn.GoOBJiL'L,intbeCbara&erofSirHAlLKY 
Wild  air,  at  Lord  B  arr?  HO%&'*  frigate  Theatre  at  Wargrave. 

«  p  A  R  E  W  E  L  th'  impaflion'd  vow,  the  tender  war, 
u    .    The  well-feiga'd  frown,  the  nail-indented  fcaJfc 
"  The  fong  of  triumph,-  and  the  meting  tone, 
"  Farewel-^poor  Wildair's  occupation's  gone  I" 
Each  Fofling's  rival,  and  e&chfair  one's  flame, 
To.  a  mere  bpjhatfd  dwindled,  dull  and  tatne  I  , 

No  more  the  channel's  Iifp,  "  Dear,  iweet  fir  Harry!'9 
•Sdeath  I  what  could  tempt  a  Beau  Oarfon  to  marry? 
rTis  true  that  I  no  mighty  hazard  ran, 
.  Th&xonfianf  colonel  was  the  bolder  man ; 

K4  J& 
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My  lovely  mate's  to  no  excefs  inclin'd, 

Her  name  the  faithful  index  of  her  mind; 

But  my  friend's  fpoufe  is  quite  au  fait  at  jilting; 

Her  fav'rite  fport,  two  rival  lovers  tilting.       ~ 

'Twas  boldly  ventur'd,  faith !— but  come  what  will, 

Three  thdufand  pounds  a  year  may  gild  the>  pil). 

Well,  we  may  boaft,  yet  Hill  the  fair,  with  cafe, 
Can  wind  us  mighty  men  which  way  they  pleafe: 
Late  rav'd  the  colonel,  "  Woman's  form'd-to  vex!" 
Behold  him  now  the  champion  of  the  fex ; 
Ready,  in  their  defence,  tor  yield  his  life ; 
I  almoft  think  he'd  rifque  k  for  his  wife : 
Hence— that  the  honey-moon's  &ot  young,  'tis  plain,. 
He'll  alter  ftrangely  ere  'tis-  in  the  wane. 

Confefs,  yc  fair,  this  foldier  pleafes  voir; 
You've  feen  him  brawe,—- and  therefore  know  him  (ruc$ 
For  cowards  only  wrong  the  facred  truft, 
But  the  brave  Jfirit  dares  not  be  unjufL 
Oft  has  one  tender  plaint,  one  deep-drawn  figh, 
One  anxious  tearr  diftream'd  from  oeauty's  eye, 
Diffolv'd  to  infant  tendemefs  the  heart 
Which,  undifmay'd,  fuftam'd  the  Roman? $  part ; 
And,  'mid  th*  enfanguin'd  field  of  honour,  rofe 
Sternly  fuperior  to*  a  hoft  of  foes ; 
While  the  pale  coward  flirinks  from  manly  ftrife, 
And  proves  bis  courage  on  Us  helplefs  wife. 

But  tho'  my  friend* *  the  here  of  the  play, 
He  muft  not  bear  the  honour  all  away  I 
With  him  our  whole  dramatic  band  agree> 
In  praife,  and  practice  too— of  constancy. 
He's  true  to  love,  but  Clincher  *  is  as  true,    , 
As  fteady  to  his  wifh  of  pleating  yoifc 

Kindly  indulgent  too,  yourfelves,  ere-while> 
Amply  repaid  Scrub's.  \  efforts,  with  a  fmile; 
Ana  in  good  humour,  fure,  you'll  conftant  be> 
And  Clincher,  then,  here  finds  the  Jubilee  / 
•  *  •  •  •-•  * 

I  But  mould  you  fcan  us  with  too  nice  an  eye^ 
And,  judging  hardly,  all  applaufe  deny ; 
Againft  your  natures,  fickle  prove,— and  frown, 
Where  we  had  hop'd  your  favour  would  be  mown ; 
Still,  ftill,  will  every  heart  exulting  join 

In  conftant  fealty  to  the  BRUNSWICK  line. 

* 

*  Lord  Barry  mo  re  himfelf  performed  the  part  of  Beau  Clincher, 

f  The  laft  theatrical  reprefentation  at  Wargrave  was  w  The  Beaux  Stratagem,11 

in  whkh  his  lordihip  phyed  Scrub,  *       ■ 

J  The  laft  fix  lines  were  written  for  the  evening  on  which  his  Royal  Highnef» 

the  Prince  of  Wales  honoured  the  performance  with  his  presence. 

EPILOGUE 
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EPILOGUE     to    EUDORA,   «  Tragedy. 

0 

JBy  Mr.  Hat  ley. 


O 


H,  what  a  fubjccVs  here  for  modern  (pleen ! 
The  curtain  drops  upon  a  bloodlefs  icene ! 
No  fcatter'd  daggers  here  appal  the  fight,        i 
No  heroes  the  unduited  carpet  bite,    . 
Nor  broken  groans  eke  out  the  dying  rant, 
And  leave  the  fpeaker  when  flone  dead,  to  pant ! 

The  heroine  too  —  how  fpiritlefs  and  poor! 
Cut  from  her  wonted  graces  —  on  the  floor ! 
*Twas  her's  «« in  airy  threads  to  fpin  her  breath, 
c<  And  like  the  filk-worm  fpin  herfelf  to  death. 
«•  On  lap  of  confidant,  her  eye-lids  clos'd," 
In  fatin  folds  her  rage-tir'd  limbs  compos'd; 
Till  in  her  trance  prepar'd,  with  change  of  feature, 
She  ftarts  again  to  life,  a  new-form'd  creature : 
Each  look,  each  gefture  of  a  former  kind 
Left,  with  the  fkin  ©f  Tragedy,  behind ; 
Pert,  flippant,  playful,  pat  fcr  comic  vogue, 
Behold  the  butterfly — an  Epilogue- 
See  how  on  fancy's  wing  fhe  flits  away, 
And  culls  the  opening  humours  of  the  day! 
Heav'ns !  what  a  growth  this  rich  parterre  fupplies  J 
How  fafhion  (hoots !  how  whim  diverfihes  ! 
What  buds  of  folly  on  the  ftem  of  reafon  ! 
'Tis  all  unnatural  bloom  this  open  feafon; 
And  Nature,  baffled  in  her  plaftic  power, 
The  extract  mocks,  the  promife  o£the  flower.' 
Thus  may  the  maiden-blufh  that  fairefl  mows 
Prove,  on  the  teft,  an  artificial  rofe ; 
And  full-blown  widows  breathing  fweets— -of  money, 
When  tailed,  yield— ftrange  compound  1  —bitter  honey* 

Now  into  critic  heads  the  rover  dips*— 
How  our  poor  author  trembles  as  fhe  tips ! 
Speak  for  yourfelves,  dread  firs !  fevere  or  placid ! 
Will  you  difpenfe  your  fugar— or  your  acid? 
Some  fmile,  propitious  as  the  genial  morn, 
And  others  make  their  heads— of  withering  thorn. 

Here  ceafe  the  trifling  of  this  gew-gaw  worm— 
The  ferious  Mufe  refumes  her  priftine  form. 
The  fcenes  of  guilt  from  foreign  climes  fhe  drew, 
But  for  the  virtues  kept  this  foil  in  view, 
Where  cultur'd  honour  blooms,  in  manly  youth, 
And  beauty's  bofom  proves-  the  bed  of  truth* 

EPILOGUE 


\ 


i3«'     ANNUAL   REGISTER,  179a 


EPILOGUE  to  the  WONDER.     Spoken  By  Mrs.  Cr*spigny,/'z: 
the  Characler  of  Violent*,  at  tb*  Cloje  of  her  Theatricals, 

*T*  H  O',  in  this  play,  I've  borne  the  heroine's  part, . 
■*     Its  foolifh  title  rankles  in  my  heart* 
A  'woman  keeps  a  fecrei — T hisThe  Won d.er!. 
O,  I  fhall  prove  it  an  egregious  blunder !  ' 
In  ages  pall,  indeed,  when  woman's  power  '. 
Was  circumfcrib'jd,  juft like  her  (canty  dower; 
When  pin-monev  —  dear  blefling!  was  unknown. 
And  we  had  nothing  we  could  call  pur  own ; 
In  fome  dull  Gothic  hall  we  pafs'd  our  lives, 
And  work'd,  and  walked,  and  pros'd  with, farmers*  wives; 
Then  fcarce  a  carriage  did  the  doors  approach. 
And  Sunday,  only,  faw  the  great  old  coach* 
A  fecret  tben—O,  ,'twas  a»  charming  thing 
To  whifper  till  it  made  the  village  ring ! 
But  times  are  fweetly  chang'd — our  manners,  fafhiqns* 
Conduct,  behaviour,  nay,  our  very  paffionsj 
And  tell-tale  women  often  now  conceal 
Events,  which  men  are  anxious  to  reveal; 
For,  when  quick  circling  bowls  their  fpirits  raife, 
In  fancy's*  borrow'd  beams  they  fondly  blaze ; 
The  wink,  the  nod,  the  fhrug,  they  call  to  aid, 
And  boaft  of conquefts  they  have  never  made.—* 
Secrets  indeed  ! — 'tis,  now  become  The  Won d e r, 
If  man  can  keep  his  boafting  paflion  under. 
The  world's  quite  chang'd— things  go. a  different  way— 
\\       Now  'women  tyrannize,  and  men  obey»  ■  >  ■ 

Yet,  we  can  all  find  fome  good-natur'd  friend, 
Who  lets  us  know  how  very  few  commend.    , 
E'en  bere%  perhaps^  fome,  with  a  fhrug,  will  owifc 
"  They  think  this  a&ing  better  let  alone.", 
If  there  are  any  fuch  wife  cenfors  here, 


I  fain  would  whifper  fomething  in  their  ear—  :  > 

"  yWiat  motive  prompts  this  genius -damping  fneer?"  ) 

If  it  be  judgment  from  all  envy  free, 

They  then  fhall  make  a  convert  too  of  me : 

But  while  from  each  dramatic  bard  I  learn, 

The  genuine  form  of  Virtue  to  difcern ; 

While,  hid  in  fhapes  that  captivate  all  eyes* 

In  ft  ruction  comes  in  Pleasure's  hiring  guife, 

My  heart  forbids  me  te  be  fway'd  by  rears 

Which  b?alt  the  joys  that  Innocence  uprears : 

But  a  thought  rifes  which  mull  damp  ifcy  fire* 

And  snake  each  kindling  fpark  at  once  expire— 


Detrfe 


,/ 

I 

j 
i 

I 
I 


Detefted  thought!  It  pbints  a  parting  fcene, 

And  proves  our  pleawres  but  a  tran&ent  dreajn. 

Tho'  Fame  to  Afia's  fhorfl  for  laurels  fged, 

And  twined  them  round  our  Jfabelja's  head  * 

Tho'  Frederick*  here,  has  Refcius'.fires  renew'd, .  . 

And  we,  in  him,  a  iecond  Garrick  yiew'd  ;  t ,  . 

Tho'  Felix  with  fuch  energy  complain*,      r  t 

And  tells  his  love  in  fuch  pathetic  ftrauvs  j 

Nay,  did  fo  meltiflglyfor  pardon  fue, 

One  ahnoft  wkh'd  the  fweet  dekfion  true ;.     ,.] 

Tho*  to  oar  fpri^My  Colonel's  tarte*  you  kno>v> ; 

My  ftage,  my  fcenes,  and  all*  that's  here  I  owe  \ 

Save  thefe  Aonian  Nymphs— for  whom  I  $>end  » 

To  Ifabella's  all-aecontpttfti'd  friend ;.. 

Tho*  at  Lifiardo's,  birth  Thalia  fmtlU  ;    • 

And  own'd  him  for  her  lov'd  and  favourite  <hijd ; 

Tho'  Flora,  here,  and  Jfois  fcold  and  cry, 

Till  laughter  fits  in  each  beb9tder?9(ejei 

Tho'  Lopez  and  Don  Pedro,  h*  good,  trutji,  .      x 

Have  age's  wifdom  blended  with  ffceir  youth .; , 

Tho*  Violante's  timefl fmiles  appear^  •     *. 

When  facial  Mirth-  ancL  partial! -/h>*4k  are  here;      .  ' 

Yet  'tis  a  fa&— and  fare  this-  is  u  Thi  Wow  ue  r,?* 

That  ties  like  tfcefe  muft  now  be  brqke  afundcr ! 


PROLOGUE   ta  Better    late    than    Never,   a  Comedy,   by 

Mr.  Andrews.  ' 

*  *  -  \  ....  , ' 

Written  by  bis  Grace  thfi  Dt$ke  of  Le  e  d-s. 

/ 

Andjpoken  by Mr.  Bannister,  jun. 

«  *,  -  *  * 

CUSTOM  commands  a  Prologue'  to  each  Play ; 
But  Cuftom  hath  net  told  *is  what  to  fay :  ■  \  ." 

No  form  prefcrib'd,  'tis  difficult  to  jind*  • .  .; 

How  to  conciliate  the  public  mind. 

The  bafhful  Bard— the  modeil  Mufe's  fears,  e 

So  lotig  have  jingled  in  your  patient  ears,  » 

That  now,  perhaps,  you'll  fcarce  vouchfafe  to  {fay*  t 
To  hear  both  their  Apology— and  Play.   , 
No !  Better  fuse  on  him  at  once  to  call, 
With — "  Sir,  if" frighten'd  thus,  why  write  at  all?' 
'    We're  not  redue'd  yet  to  .a  trembling  pen ! 

Zounds !  Bards  will  croud  us  foon,  like— Gentlemen."' 
Something  like  this,  1  heard  a -friend  once  fay, 
Who  wilh'd  (poor  feui)  to  hear  a  new-launeh'd;  Play; ,  . 
«"  '  Box'd 
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Box'd  (hug  at  firft,  completely  txvhis  mind, 
;With  only  one  grave  auditor  behind; 
Ere  the  third  ad  had  itruggled  to  its  end,   ., 
In  reeTd  three  critics,  each  the  author's  friend*— 
On  praife  dctemWd-i-wit  confirm'd  by  wine ; 
Each  And  !  and  Ifl  was  chafte— c6rre&-^damn'd  fine. 
To  taftc  fo  mark'd,  my  friend,  of  courfe,  gave  way; 
But  fqueez'd;  thump'd,  kitk'd— ftill  Kften'd  to  the  play; 
Till  by  repeated  plaudits  grown  fo  fort; 
Nor  flefh  nor  blood  could  bear  one  comment  mare. 
Such  boiff  rous  friends  they  furely  cannot  need* 
Who  wifti  by  merit  only  to  fucooed: 
To-night  toe  offer  to  thfc  public  view;- 
A  chara&er;  you'll  dwri;  perhaps,  is  neWj  f        r 
From  DodoVs  Common*  we  the  model  draw; 
A  promifirig  eleve  of  Civil  Law  ; 
And  Civil  fure  that  Law  which  cari  provide 
Or  (fhou'd  need  be)  reieafe  you  from  a  bride. 
Thrice  blefs'd  the  manfion  where4;  in  fpite  of -iUsi 
Alive  or  dead*  you  ftill  can  have  yoilr  wills4. 
Much  could  I  offer  in  our  Author's  caufe ; 
Nay,  prove  his  firft  great  objeft— your  applaufe; 
But,  left  dull  Frienofhip  fhould  his  genius  wrong, 
I'll  flop — before  the  Prologue  grows  too  long, 
And  Better  late  than  never  hold  my  tongue. 


I 
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PROLOGUE,  /point  in  1781,   at  the  Theatre  in  WiNCiiEStii 

•which  adjoins  to,  or  is  over  the  Shambles* 

%y  the  late  Thomas  Warton. 

WHOE'ER  our  hOufe  examines,  nrnft  excufe 
The  wond'rous  ihifts  of  the  Dramatic  Mufe; 
Then  kindly  liften*  while  the  Prologue  rambles 
Prom  wit  to  beef;  from  Shakefpeare  to  the  Shambled  ", 
Divided  only  by  a  flight  of  flairs, 
The  Monarch  fwaggers,  or  the  Butcher  fwears. 
Quick  the  tranfition  when  the  curtain  drops, 
From  meek  Monimia's  moans  to  mutton  chops> 
While  for  Lothario's  lofs  Califla  cries, 
Old  women  fcold,  and  dealers  d— n  your  eye£« 
Here  Juliet  Mens  to  the  gentle  lark ; 
There,  in  harfh  chorus,  hungry  bull-dogs  bark. 
Cleavers  and  fcymitars  give  blow  ibr  blow, 
Arid  heroes  bleed  above,  and  fheep  below. 
While  tragic  thunders  fhake  the  pit  and  box>  « 
Rebellows  to  the  roar  thejftagg'rwg  ox  j 
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Cow-horns  and  trumpets  mix  their  martial  tonesp 
JCidnies  and  Kings/  mouthing  and  marrow-bones; 
Suet  and  fighs,  blank  verfe  and  blood  abound,   . 
And  form  a  tragi-comedy  around. 
With  weeping  lovers,  dying  calves  complain, 
£onfufion  reigns,  and  Chaos  comes  again. 
Hither  your  fteelyards,  Butchers,  bring  to  weigfy 
The  pound  of  fleih  Antonio's  bond  mull  pay ; 
Hither  your  knives,  ye  Chriftians  clad  in  blue, 
Bring,  to  be  wetted  by  the  cruel  Jew. 
Hard  is  our  lot,  who,  feldom  doom'd  to  *at* 
Cad  a  fheep's  eye  on  this  forbidden  treat; 
.Gaze  on  firloins,  which,  ah  1  we  mud  not  carve, 
And  in  the  midfl  of  legs  of  mutton,  ftarve ! 
But  wou'd  you  to  our  houfe  in  crouds  repair, 
Ye  gen'rous  Captains,  and  ye  blooming  fair, 
The  fate  of  Tantalus  we  mould  not  fear, 
Nor  pine  for  a  repaft  that  lies  fo  near ; 
Monarchs  no  more  wou'd  fupperlefs  remain, 
Nor  pregnant  Queens  for  cutlets  long  in  vain. 


VERSES   ly  Sir  Johv  Hakykctok. 
To  bis  Wife ^— Of  Wmtns  Vertuts. 

AW  E  L  L  learn'd  man,  in  rules  of  life  no  Stoyl^ 
Vet  one  that  careles  epicures  derided, 
Of  weomens  vertues  talking,  them  devided 
In  three,  the  private,  civill,  and  heroyke. 

And  whajt  he  faid  of  theife,  t©  tell  you  briefly, 

He  firft  began  difcourfing  of  the  private, 

Which  ea$h  playn  cuntry  hufwife  may  arive  at, 
^s  homely,  and  that  home  concearneth  chiefly. 

'The  fruit,  malt,  hops,  to  tend,  to  dry,  to  utter, 

To  beat,  ftrip,  fpin  the  woll,  the  hemp**  thp  flaxf 

Breed  poultry,  gather  honey,  try  the  wax, 
And  more  than  all  to  have  good  cheefe  and  butter. 

Then  next  a  ftep,  but  yet  a  lardge  ftep  higher, 
Was  civill  vertue,  fitter  for  the  citty, 
With  modeft  lookes,  good  cloths,  and  anfwers  witty, 

Thofe  bafer  things  not  done  but  guided  by  her. 

Jier  idle  tymes  and  ydle  coyne  (he  fpends 

On  needle  works ;  and,  when  the  feafon  farvs, 

In  making  dainty  junketts  and  confarvs 
To  welcom  in^kynd  fort  his  deareft  trends. 

But 
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But  fardbove  tfcem  all,  he  moft  extolled  -    -     .  * 

Th»  ftately  Heroynsr  whole  noble  minde 
Itfelf  to  thofr  poor  order*  cannot  bynde, 

Anomeleus  that  {till  live  uncontroi'cL 

Theis  intertayn  great  princes;  theis  have /learned 
The  tongs,  toys,  tricks  of  Rome,  of  Spay  n,  of  Fraonce; 
Theis  can  correntos  and  lavoltas  daunce, 

And  though  they  foote  it  faife  'tis  near  difcearned. 

The  vertues  of  theis  dames  are  fo  tranlcendant, 
Themfelvs  are  karn'd,  and  their  heroyke  fpirit 
Can  make  difgrace  an  honor,  fin  a  merit; 

All  pens,  all  prayfers  are  on  them  dependant. 

Well,  gentle  wife,  thou  knpwft  I  am  not  ftoycaH,    , 
Yet  would  I  wifli,  take  not  the  with  in  evill, 
You  knew  the  private  vertue,  kept  the  civill. 

But  in  no  fort  afpire  to  that  hearoycall. 

To  my  W  1  f  e- 

YOUR  mother  layes  yt  to  me  as  a  cry  me. 
That  I  fo  long  do  flay  from  you  fometime, 
And  by  her  fond  furmife  would  make  you  feare 
My  love  doth  grow  more  cold,  or  lefs  finceare ; 
But  let  no  caufl.es  doubts  make  you  beleeve 
That  being  falfe  yt  being  trew  would  greeve. 

I,  when  I  goe  from  thee  the  furtheft  diftance,        t 
Do  in  my  foule,  by  my  true-loves  affiftance, 
Infted  of  fw'eet  imbracements,  dove-like  kiftes, 
Send  kindeft  thoughts,  and  moft  indeered  -wifhes :-» 
Then  letters,  then  kind  tokens  pafs,  and  then 
My  bufie.  Mufe  imployes  my  ydk  pen. 

Then  memory  in  loves  defence  alledges 
Seavn  organ-pipes,  our  loves  affttred  pledges. 
Alas,  how  many  live  ftill  with  their  wives, 
Yet  in  true  kindnefs  abfent  all  their  lives  L— 
Abfence  is  true  loves  fauce,  and  ferves  to  whet  it-* 
They  never  lov'd  whom  abfence  makes  forget  it 

■ 

VERSES     to  Sir  Joshita  Reynolds,  on  his  late  &$&##*  *f 
the  Prefident's  Chair  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

By  the  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

HT  O  O  wife  for  conteft,  and  too  meek  for  ftfife, 
•*    Like  Lear,  opprefs'd  by  thofe  yon  rais'd  to  life. 
Thy  fceptre  broken,  thy  dominion  o'er, 
The  curtain  falls,  and  thoit'rt  a -king  ftd  moxe*** 

s  .       ^    •    ---  Stffl 
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Still,  near  the  wreck  of  thy  demolilh'd  Hate, 
Truth  and  the  weeping  Mufe  with  ine  Ihall  wait^; 
Science  fhall  teach  Britannia's  felf  to  moan, 
And  make,  O  injur'd  friend!  thy  wrongs  her  own. 
Shall  we  forget,  when,  widi  incelTant  toil, 
To  thee  'twas  giv'n  to  turn  the  ftubborn  fool- 
To  thee,  with  flow'rs  to  deck  oar  dreary  waile, 
And  kill  the  pois'nous  weeJs  of  vicious  tafte; 
,  To  pierce  the  gloom  where  England's  Genius  flept, 
Long  of  foft  love  and  tendernefs  bereft; 
From  his  voting  limbs  to  tear  the  bands  away, 
And  bid  the  Infant  Giant  run  and  play  ? 

Dark  was  the  hour,  the  age  an  age  of  fton«, 
When  Hudfon  claim'd  an  empire  of  his  own; 
And  from  the  time,  when,  darting  rival  light, 
Vandyke  and  Rubens  cheer'd  our  northern  night; 
Thofe  twin  liars  fet,  the  Graces  all  had  fled, 
Yet  paus'd,  to  hover  o'er  a  Lely's  head ; 
And  fometimes  bent,  when  won  with  earneit  pray'r, 
To  make  the  gentle  Kneller  all  their  care ; 
But  ne'er  with  fmiles  to  gaudy  Verrio  turn'd, 
No  happy  incenfe  on  his  altars  burn'd. 
O  !  witnefs,  Wintlfor  !  thy  too  paflive  walls, 
Thy  tortured  ceilings,  thy  infulted  halls ! 
Lo !  England's  glory,  Edward's  conquering  Ion, 
Covef'd  with  fpoils  from  Poicliers  bravely  won-«- 
Yet  no  white  plumes,  no  arms  of  fable  hue, 
Mark  the  young  hero  to  our  ravifh'd  view ; 
In  bufkin  trim  and  laurell'd  helmet  bright, 
A  well-drefs'd  Roman  meets  our  puzzled  light ; 
And  Gallia's  captive  king,  how  urange  his.  doom  ! 
A  Roman  too  perceives  himfelf  become. 
See  too  the  miracles  of  God  profan'd, 
By  the  mad  daubings  of  this  impious  hand ; 
For  while  the  dumb  exult  in  notes  of  praife, 
While  the  lame  walk,  the  blind  in  tranfports  gaze- 
While  vanquifti'd  demons  Heav'n's  high  mandates  hear, 
And  the  pale  dead  fpring  from  the  lilent  bier,    ■  x 

With  lac'd  cravat,  long  wig,  and  carelefs  mien, 
The  Painter's  prefent  at  the  wond'rous  Icene ! 

Vanloo  and  I)ahl,  thefe  may  more  juftly  claim 
A  Hep  Hill  higher  on  the  throne  of  Fame; 
Yet  to  the  weft  their  couxfe  they  feem  to  run, 
The  lafl  red  ftreaks  of  a  declining  fun. 

And^muft  we  Jervas  name1?  fo  hard  and  cold, 
Jn  ermine  robes,  and  peruke,  only  bold ; 
Or,  when  infpir'd,  his  rapt'rous  pencil  own 
The  roll'd-up  Hocking  and  the  damafk  gown ! 

Behold 
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Behold  a  taftekis  age  in  wonder  ftand, 

,And  hail  him  the  Apelles  of  the  land ! 

And  Denner  too— but  yet  fo  void  of  eafe, 

His  figures  Jell  you— they're  forbid  tp  pleafe ; 

Nor  in  proportion  nor  exprefficn  nice, 

The  flrong  refemblance  is  itfelf  a  vice; 

As  waxwork  figures  always  fhock  the  fight, 

Too  near  to  human  fleih  and  fhape,  affright ; 

And  when  they  beft  are  fbrm'd  afford  the  leaft  delight. 

Turn  we  from  fuch  to  thee,  whofe  nobler  art  % 
Rivets  the  eye  and  penetrates  the  heart :         . 
To  thee,  whom  Nature,  in  thy  eajrliefl  youth, 
Fed  with  thelioney  of  eternal  Truth— 
Then,  by  her  fondling  art,  in  happy  hour, 
Entic'd  to  Learning's  more  fequefter'd  bower: 
There  all  thy  life  of  honours  firft  was  plann'd, 
While  Nature  preach 'd,  and  Science  held  thy  hand-** 
When,  but  for  thefe,  condemn'd  perchance  to  trace 
The  tirefome  vacuum  of  each  fenfelefs  face, 
Thou  in  thy  living  tints  had#  ne'er  combin'd 

All  grace  of  form  and  energy  of  mind- 
How,  but  for  thefe,  mould  we  have  trembling;  fled 

The  guilty  toffings  of  a  Beaufort's  bed; 

Or  let  the  fountain  of  our  forrows  flow 

At  fight  of  famifh'd  Ugol  i no's  woe  ? 

Bent  on  revenge,  mould  we  have  pen  fry c  flood 

O'er  the  pale  Chertibs  of  the  fatal  Vfood, 

Caught  the  laft  perfume  of  fheir  rofy  breath, 

And  view'd  them  milling  at  the  ftrbke  of  death? 

Should  we  have  queftion'd,  ftung  with  rage  and  pain, 

The  Spe&re  Line,  with  the  diftra&ed  Thane  ? 

Or,  with  Alcmena's  natural  terror  wild, 

From  the  envenom 'd  ferpent  torn  her  child  ? 
And  muft  no  more  thy  pure  and  claffic  page 

Unfold  its  treafures  to  the  rifing  age  ? 

Nor  from  thy  own  Athenian  temple  pour 

On  lift'ning  youth,  of  art  the  copious  ftore?— 

Hold  up  to  Labour  independent  eafe? 

And  teach  Ambition  all  the  ways  to  pleafe! 

With  ready  hand  negletted  Genius  fave, 

Sick'ning,  o'crlook'd  in  Mis'ry's  hidden  cave ;    •         * 

And,  nobly  juft,  decide;  the  a&ive  mind 

Neither  to  foil  nor  climate  is  confin'd! 

Defert  not  then  my  fons;  thofe  fons  who  foon 

Will  mourn  with  me,  and  all  their  error  owih   *  ^ 

Thou  mull  extufe  that  raging  fire,  the  fame  '  *'  ; 

Which  lights  their  daily  courfe  to  endlefs  fame. 

Ala 


/ 
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Alas !  impels  them,  thoughtlefs,  far  t6  dray 
From  filial  love  and  reafon's  fofeer  way. 
Accept  again  thy  pow'r— refume  the  Chair,     4 
"  Nor  leave  it  till— you  place  an  Equal  there.'* 

$    -D  ■    B      ■&    J  AMfcS     B  Rtf  C  E,    Eff. 

Attributed  to  Mr.  Ma80&.  » 

TT E  A R  Truth  invite !  hear  Science  plead ; 
•"•  Bold  traveller;  their  voice  attend  \ 
Eager  to  give  thee  Honour's  meed, 
And  hail  thee  as  their  public  friend  !— 
Adventurous  Bruce,  allow  their  claim ! 
And  fince.thy  toils  at  genuine  glory  aim, 
Let  thy  accomplifh'd  hand  confien  thofe  toils  to  Famt ! 

What !  though,  to  ftrike  the  author  mute; 
,     Uplifting  a  farcaftic  hand, 
■  (The  gage  of  fceptical  difpute ! ) 
Detraction  on  the  watch  may  ftahd 
With  Ignorance  leagu'd — an  hideous  pair  ! 
Who  Hop  warm  Genius,  with  petrific  ftare, 
In  all  Ids  bright  purfuits,  in  every  generous  care ! 

'Twas  brave  difdain  of  thefe  bafe  foes 
That  form'd  the  demi-god*  of  old j 
By  this,  to  modern  glory  rofe  N 

The  names  that  Learning  has  enroll'd.— 
Thefe,  then,  who  prey  on  worth  fublime, 
• "'     Thefe  foes  contemn,  the/ pefts  of  every  clime! 
^Though  worfe  thou  could'ft  not  meet  .in   Egypt's  quick'nlng 
•flime!  * 

Eager  to  crufli  their  reptile  ipite>  . 
With  thee  in  firm  alliance  ftand 
Spirits,  who  feafl;  on  mental  light, 
Virtue  and  Science  hand  in  hand !— •■ 
"  Whate'er  thy  wide  refearch  might  find, 
*-  Impart,"  they  cry,  ".to  benefit  mankind 
**  With  intellectual  food,  with  opulence  of  mind  \** 

Since  rival  arts  thy  life  have  gracM; 

Give  not  thy  aid  to  one  atone  ! 
Though  Burney,  with  difcerning  tafle, 
Implor'd  that  aid  in  friendfhip's  tone  ;~ 
Ijorney  f  whofe  leaves  thy  talents  tell  5 
lJurney!  hiftorian  of  the  tuneful  fhell ; 
Of  excellence  the  friend,  and  faftiion'd  to  excel! 

Vol.  XXXIL  L  &* 
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Sec  all  the  ,Axts,  (a  fecial  tribe !) 

With  friendly  zeal  around  thee  wait, 
Keen  from  thy  Tpirit  to  imbibe 
New  lights  to  dignify  their  ttate ! 
From  thee/with  rare  experience  fraught, 
They  aflc  what  Afric's  unknown  genius  taught, 
Loft  knowledge  to  revive,  eraid  inventive  thought, 

Dofl  thou  not  fee  in  folemn  dreams, 

Oft  as  thy  lettered  vigils  ceafe, 
The  fire  of  life-fuppordng  dreams, 

Parent  of  commerce,  wealth,  and  peace, 
Imperial  Nile,  before  thee  aife  ? — 
My  mental  eye  his  awful  form  elpies, 
While  the  indignant  Power  in  honed  anger  cries : 

t€  O  Brace,  by  my  indulgence  led 

"  To  fcenes  no  ancients  might  explore, 
M  To  thofe  coy  fountains  latent  head, 
"  Whence  all  my  genia^  gifts  I  pour ; 
u  Since  I,  as  kind  as  thou  waft  bold, 
"  Shew'd  thee  my  wonders,  why  dod  thou  withhold 
"  What  Science- bids  thy  hand  to. all  her  fons  unfold? 

"  Remember,  as  my  fruitful  tide 

"  Throws  verdant  life  on  lands  below; 
«  So,  round  the  world,  'tis  Britain's  pride 
"  New  dreams  of  mental  light  to  throw ! 
"  And  happieft  they,  though  Envy  lower, 
'«  Who  mod  increafe  thy- country's  richeft  power, 
"  Her  radiance* of  renown,  from  iptelle&ual" dower!" 

INSTRUCTIONS    f    a    PORTER; 

By  tht'late  Mr.  Beddingpielu,  ^Newcastle. 

VOU,  to  whpfe  care'  I've  now ■cbnfign'd 
*    My  houfe's  entrariee,  caution  life 
While  you  difcharge  your  trod,  and  mind 
Whom'  you-  admk,and  whom  refufe. 

Let  no  fierce*  Paffions  entef  liere, 

Paulons 'die  raging  bread  that  &>rm> 
Nor  fcornf ul  Pride, .  nor  fervile  Fear, 

Nor  Hate,  nor  Envy's  palli^  form. 


Should  ^V/V*  eall-*youMl  let  herkneV 
Of  heap'd-up* riches. Fve  no  dore, 

And  that  (he  has  no -right  to  go 
Where  Piutusiias  not  been  before. 


•  t 
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Lo !  on  a  vifit  hither  b$nt, 

High-plum'd^^rffciftalks  about; 
But  fhould  he  enter,  fweet  Content 

Will  give  md  warnihg^ftiat'him  ottti 

Perhaps  the  Mufi  may  pafs  this  way, 

And  tho'  fttfl  oft  IVe  bent  the  knee* 
And  long  invok'd  her  magic  {way* 

Smit  with  the  love  of  harmony ; 

AUne  tho*  (he  might  ptcafe«*yet  ftill 

I  know  (he'll  with  Amhition  come; 
With  luft  of  fame  my  hea*t. (he'll  fill, 
She'll  break  my  reft—»rm'  ho^at  home; 

There  Is  a  rafcal  old  and  hideous 

Who  oft  (and  fomerim^s  not  in  vain) 
Clofe  at  my  gate  has  watched  affiduous, 

In  hopes  he  might  admittance  gain; 

His  name  is  Car^if  he  mould  call, 

Quick  out  of  doors  with  vigour  throw  him  \ 
And  tell  the  mifcreant  once  tor  all 

I  know  him  not,  I  ne'er  will  know  him. 

Perhaps  then  Bacchus,  foe  to  Cart, 

May  think  beHl  fart?  my  favour  win; 
His  prbmifes  of  joy  are  fair 

But  faHe«*-you  mlrft  pot  let  him  in. 

But  welcome  that  fweet  Power,  on  whpnt 

The  young  Z)$/$rjtf  attendant  "move^  ' 
Stilt  fluih'd  with  Beauty's  venial  bloom, 

Parent  of  bttfs,  the  Quttn  of  Lovel 

"  ff  .  . 

O !  you  will  know  Her,  (he  has  dole 

The'Iutfre  >f  my  $euVs  eye ;  ; 
Admit  her*  hail  her-^for  my  foul 

Breathes  double  life  when  the  is  nigh* 

If  then  flern  VPjfdom  at  my  gate 

Should  kriocff;  with  all  lpr  formal  train* 
Tell  her  I'm  bUfy^me  may  wait, 
*     Or,  if-fte  Ciiufes^-call  aiairi* 


La  Mj 
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By  the  Rev.  Fr.  B  l  a  c  k  b  u  r  n  e,  M-  A.  late  Archdeacon  ^Cleveland, 

.  Lycidas  'to'PRUj>ENTiA.  • 

DESCEND,  fair  Stoic,  from  thy  flights; 
From  Nature  learn-  to  know        ' 

*  •  * 

Our  paflions  are  the  -needful  weights, 
That  make  ^eur  virtues  go. 

Prudentia  to  Lycidas. 

True,  Lycidas ;  but  think  not  fo 

Another  truth  to-fhun; 
Our  paffions  make  our  virtue?  gOy 

But  make  our  vices runv  -v    ^ 

Extracts  from  Arthur,  a  Poetical  Romance,  in  /even  hooks', 

By  RfCHARD  Hole. 

P  R  AI S  E  be  the  warrior's  meed,  who'  feeks  to  rife 
*    By  virtupus  a&s,  by  deeds  of  bold  emprize, 
O'er  dark  oblivibn ;  and  in  time's  defpight, 
Beneatn  whofe  wafteful  courfe,  in  endlefs  "night, 
Succeffive  ages  fink,  arid  pafs  unknown", 
Afpires  to*  make  futurity  his  own., 

Such  Arthur  was :  the  fong  preferv'.d  his  fame  ;    . 
And  oft  our  fathers  kindled  at  the  name : 
When  wand'Ang  minftreis  to  the  feeling  heart 
The  ilrains  of  nature,  undeprav'd  by  art, 
Addreft ;  and  Prodded  halls  were  taught  to  ring 
With  the  bold  adls  of  Britain's  matchlefs  king. 

Thofe  dsfys  are  paft :  the  vocal  drain  no  more. 
Is  heard,  that  charm'd  our  fathers'  hearts  of  yore.- 
Now,  fole  memorial  of 'their  echoing;  halls, 
Clafp'd  by  rude  ivy,  nod  the  mould'ring  walls  : 
In  cumb'rous  heaps  are  ftretch'd  the  ftately  towers*. 
While  noxious  weeds  ufurp  the  rofeate  bow'rs ;  , 

And,  long  enfolded  in  death's  cold  embrace, 
Silent  have  Ikpt  the  minftrels'  gentle  race.     «  .* 

Yet  ftill  h!s  name  furvives ;  nor  deem  it  vain, 
That  one,  the  meaneft  of  the  tuneful  train, 
Caught  by  the  lofty  theme,  with  feebler  lays- 
Prefumes  t*  unfdd  a  tale  of  other  days. 
Such,  as  of  old  to  Fancy's  ear  addreft. 
Perchance  had  ftruck  the  fympathiiing  breaH ; 
When  lovely  were  our  maids,  and  brave  our  youth* 
When  virtue  valour  crown'd,  and  beauty  truth. 

The  day's  bright  ruler,  from  his  airy  fteep 
.,  Defcending,  plung'd  beneath  the  weftern  deep ; 

*  ■   ^     S   •  Wkn, 
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When,  o'er  tlie  rocks  that  gird  £buda's:fijd*, . .'  . 

Brave  the  wild  winds,  and  i  urging  waves  deride, 

The  full-orb'd  moon  heir  ra  iiaat  brow  difpjUy'd, 

And  the  bluer  fky-  in  ibften'4  light  arrived  j'/' 

With  quivering  lullre  decked  the  purple  flood, 

And  edgM  with  fib'er  gleams  the  dufcy  wood.  : 

Ivar,  who  trae'd  his  oir.h  from  fires  renown'dp 
A  generous\yauth*  belike  the  vaft  profound* 
In  meditation  wrapt,  purfues  his  cpUrfe 
Along  the  beach;  while,  with  dimini(h'd  force, 
Fainter  and  fainter,  from  th,e  (Helving  more-. 
The  murmuring  waves  retreat  with  hollow  rpar. 

Soon  on  th'  horizon's  uttnaft  verge  deicry'd, 
A  fleet,  dim-gliding  on  the  diftant  tide,.       .  * 

Appears;  at  times  the  fnow- white  faUs  in Ught      *  •   .; 
Are  cloath'd,  at  times  they  y aniih  from  his  jfigi^t. . 

While  o'er  the  main  he  bencts  his  an^io^s.  eyejs,    ";   -  • 
From  high  Conagra  dreadful  founds  arife,' 
Where  darkly-frowning  its  projected,  fteep   '      " 
In  wide-ftretchM  ihade  involves  the  roaring  cleep ; 
That  king  of  mountains,  whofe  proud  height  to  gain 
The  feeble,  race  of  man  would  toil.in  vain. 
On  his  aftonifti'd  ear  with  hideous  yejl 
Thus  burft  the  (train  that  aw'd  the  powers  of  hell : 

"  Shall  hated  light  flilf  clothe  thefe  azure,  l^.ies,        * 
Daemons  of  dire  revenge  ?«— awake,  arife  ! 
Forego  your  dreary  cells  where  horror  reigns : 
In  gloom  cpngenial  wrap  yon  fpangled  plains ! 
The  vault  of  heaven  with  winds  conflicting  rend, 
And  with  the  clouds  the  furging  billows  blend'.*-r- 
Say,  mull  we  vainly  thus  your  aid  invoke? 
For  this  does  blood  upon  your  altars  fmoke? 
Do  we  for  this  the  fouls  of  mortals  fire 
With  rage  unpitying,  and  vindictive  ire  ? 
The  race  abhorr'd  with  caufelefs  ills  annoy, 
Jmd  aid  yciir  hate  ?  awake,  arife,  deftroy  ! " 

As  upward  now  he  turn 'd  his  wond'ring.eyes, 
Of  fearful  fnein,  and,  more  than  mortal  fize^ 
Three  female  forms  appear'd ;  in  myftic  rite 
Engaged,  triey  traced  the  mountain's  dizzy  height 
In  circling  courfe ;  whijft  wide  behind  them  flew 
Their  fable  locks,  and  robes  of rqflet  hue. 
As  with  demeanor  wild,  and  outftretch'd  arms, 
They  rouz'd  th'  infernal  powers : — their  direful  charms 
At  length  prevail.     Th'  increaling  (hades  of  night 
iCloie  dark  around,  and  veil  them  from  his.  fight. 

Now,  by  the  potency  of  magic  found, 
Th'  aipiring  mountain  to  its  bafe  profound 

'  '  L'3       /  Convulfive 
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Convnlfive  fhook :  the  birds  that  iifed  to  (Weep 

In  crouded  flight  around  the  dizzy  fteep, 

(As  grey  robed  vapors,  driven  before  the  ftonn. 

Float  on 

Rous'd  fn 

Thro'  the 

From  ev'i 

In  ftreami 

Thick  an. 

And  fortti 

But  the 
The  robe 

I' one  n  toil  * 

Ebnda's  j 
-  Ye,  wh 

Ye,  who  .      ' 

Heaven's  iin 

Roll  the  < 

Whofe  pc  , 

And  bid  t 
Afliltthe 
The  Pevi 
Thedsm 
And  his  j 
Conagra 
This  fury 

He  c4  ti, 

Again  thi 

More  db  :  - 

On  yohdi 
Pefcend 
Burft  fori 

An  Jr.. 
In  fparks 
Kindling 
The  ligh 
Tremend 

In  darkn 

The  da:n 
At  times 
Difdos'd 
Awhi! 
When  ro 

Of  long-continu'd  thunder,  thro' the  iky  ^ 

He  mark'd  with  keener  blaze  the  lightning  By:  T 
Saw,  as  it  flalh'd  againft  Cona era's  height,' 
Put-jutting  craigs,  and  roefcs  of  ponderous  weighty 

PrtcipiWi 
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Precipitate  defcend  with  hideous  roar, 

And  dafh  the  wild  warts  o'er  the  trembling  fhore. 

A  mountfdn-billow  b»rft  before  his  view, 
And  00  the  ftrartd  a  baptefs  warrior  threw. 

Sudden  the  raging*  wind s  their  fury  ceafe:  > 

The  ftorm-vex'd  waves  fubfide,  and- fink  to  peace,. 
Thro*  fcatteringclouds,  their  fleecy  robes  in  light 
Array 'd,  majeftic  towers  the  queen  of  night : 
Thick- gleaming  ftars  the  vault  of  heaven  adorn, 
Like  dew-drops  glift'nmg  to  the  beam  of  morn. 

Tho'  fofr  compaffion  in'the  gentle  tkreafb 
Of  I  var  fwelPdi  yet  fear  awftHe  reprefl  \ 
His  doubtful  fteps ;  her  faw  the  ftranger  rife, 
And  wihHy  rotfarounoVhis  wonefring eyes. 
Stately  his  form ;  and  mingled1  in  his  fkce 
The  charms  of  youth;  and' manhood's  riper  grate 
Vied  for  pre-eminence :  a*  ponderous  fpear 
He  held;  that  not  the  raging  waves  could  tear 
From  his  ftrong  gralj* :  his  bofbnv  oft  he  ftruck, 
And,  upwards*  gazing,  caftV  to  heaven  a  look; 
In  which  indignant  rage,  with  grief  combined, 
pxpreft  the  mix'd  emotions  of  his  mind. 

On  his.  barb'd  ftoed,  that  proudly  pawM  the  ground. 
There,  clad  in  fteel,  the  (tern  Norwegian  frowri'dL 
tn  loofe  array,  wide  {catier'd  o*er  the  plain, 
HufliNd  Thule*s  bands,  and  Gotia's  archer  train. 
Mot  e'en  Laponia's  ftorm-wrapt coaft1  could  fcreen 
Her  harmlefs  offspring  from  the  deathfbl  fcene. 
Compelled  by  Norway  Ygloomy  l0rd  they  rear 
The  targe  fur-cinftar^,  and  the'. bone-tipp'd  fpear. 
By  fifti,  poots,  herbs,  the  gentfe  race  were  fed ; 
The  funlefs  cave  their  dwelling,  earth  their  bed. 
On  roaring  feas  in  (light  canoes  to  fail. 
With  well-airnM  darts  to  pierce  th*  unwieliy  whale  ; 
Their  deftin'd  con  He  to  make  the  rein-deer  know, 
Steer  the  fmooth  fledge  o'er  tracklefs  waftes  0/  (now  ; 
T*  entrap  the  wily  fox,  the  bird  enfnare; 
On  floating  ice  furprife  the  ihtggift  bear; 
Thefe  were  their  arts  alone-^rupnt  to  wield 
The  arms  of  heroes  in  th*  embattled  field. 
Their  foothihg  hope  that  fbon  thefe  toils  would  ceafe, 
And  Genii  guide  them  to  the  bowers  of  peace : 
Where,  in  the  land  of  fouls,  a  blfeful  fhore, 
No  ruthrefs  tyrants  fhould  moled  them  more. 
No  tempers  rage,  no  hail,  nor  fnow  defcend, 
No  fearful  lightning  glare,  nor  thunder  rend 

h  f  Heaven**  ^ 
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Heaven's  azure  vault,  but  ckmdlefs  radiance  gild 
The  (J$y,  and  ceafelefs  verdure  deck  the  field. 

Foremofl  the  king  advanc'd,  and  bade  the  found, 
That  calls  to  battle,  rife :  hi?  bards  renown'd, 
Ofwald  and  Eric  thus  his  will  obey : 
The  plain  r$-«chpes.  to  the  lpfty  lay. 

"  Dark  on  his  cloud,  unfeen  by  mortal  eye, 
The  ruler  of  the  battle  fits  on  high* 
Dread  Odin,  firft  of  heavenly  powers  ador'4> 
With  fhafts  of  death  ten  thpufand  quivers  ftor'4 
Stand  by  his  .fide* :  The  fatal  bow  he  bends. 
And  wide  around  the  rapid  fhower  defcends. 
In  filence  flits  thro'  air  each  vie,wlefs  dart, 
And  fills  with  tQrturing  pangs  the  daftard's  heartt 
To  Hela's  drear  abodes  embrown'd  in  night, 
Their  feeble  fpirits  urge  their  downward  flight. 
Not  fo  the  brave,  no  fears  their  minds  controul, 
Unfelt  their,  wjounds,  unvanquifh'd  is  their  foul. 
Death  then  is  more  than  victory  l*-r-The  God 
Of  battle  hails  them  to  his  bright  abode. 
For  them  he  bids  the  plenteous  banquet  fliincf 
And  the  bowl  flow  with  Hydromel  divine. 
"Rife  then,  exulting  in  your  might  arife ! 
Conqueft  or  death  alike  the  Valiant  prize. 
This,  mall  your  days  on  earth  wijh  honour  crown ; 
That,  feat  you  mid  the;gods,  and  chiefs  of  old  renowntM 

While  thits  the  bards  awaje'd  th'  inspiring  fong, 
Extatic  fury  feiz'd  the  martial  throng: 
And,  as  the  clofe-compafted  lines  advance,  ^ 

(Thro'  winter's  watry  cloud  thus  fun-beams  glance, 
When  threatning  ftorms  th'  urifhel^er'd  fwain  affright) 
On  either  fide  full  many  a  gallant  knight, 
JBurft  thro'  the  gloom  of  war  with  loofen'd  rein, 
Couch'd  the  flrpng  lance,  and  blaz'd  athwart  the  plain. 

More  dreadful  now  the  din  of  battle  grows ;  » 

Spears  clafh  with  fpears,  with  bucklers  bucklers  clofe, 
Shrill  flits  the  arrow  from  the,  twanging  ftringj 
And  ftones  On  batter'd  mail  rebounding  ring. 
The  keen-edg'd  falchion,  helm,  and  hawberk  rends; 
The  ponderous  axe  with  thundering  found  defcends. 
The  trump's  loud  clangors  m\xi  with  dying  cjies? 
Apd  fhouts  of  wrathfulheroes  make  the  ikies. 
•'  Th'unhallow'd  fitters  to  the  clouds  repair, 
And  darkly-hovering  on  the  wings  of  air, 
Like  famim'd  vulturs,  mark'd  with  keen  delighf 
^ he  fall  of  warriors,  and  the  wade  of  fight. 
Here,  furious  Hacon  with  refiftlefs  force 
Jhrp'  yielding  ranks  impells  his  foaming  horfef 

'  •  *  ••  fjnunia' 
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JRmania's  monarch  there,  with  inatchlefs  might 
Wields  his  huge  mace,  and  proftrate  lays  the  fight. 
Thy  cpurfe  of  glory,  Sweno,  who  can  trace  ? 
Thy  Foe's  deftru&ion,  and  thy  country's  grace ! 
While  fhook  the  brave,  no  terror  Conal  knew, 
To  prove  his  might  athwart  the  plain  he  flew. 
Nor  ftrength,  nor  lkyi  'gainft  Hacon's  fon  avajLI,, 
Nor  mafiy  buckler,  nor  protecting  mail : 
The  fatal  fpear  thro*  fhieW  and  corflet  flies, 
And  ftretch'd  in  duft  the  haplefs  warrior  lies, 

Unconfcious  of  her  mqch-lov'd  herp's  fall, 
Jthona  fits  in  Thomond'sjofty  hall, 
And  bids  the  bards  £o  him  awake  their  lays— T 
For  who  like  Qonal  claim'd  the  meed  of  praife ! 
Sudden,  ere  yet  they  touch'd  the  warbling  wire, 
Burft  mournful  founds  inftinftive  from  the  lyre ; 
And  lo !  the  dogs,  companions  of  the  chace,   T 
In  ihuddering  terror  gaze  on  vacant  fpace. 
Their  lord's  fad  image  rifes  to  their  view  ; 
Faint  gleam  his  arms,  and  pallid  is  his  hue. 
His  dimly-rolling  eyes  on  Thomond's  fair 
In  grief  he  bends;  then  borne  aloft  in  air, 
And  wrapt  in  darknefs,  on  the  gale  he  Biqs  ; 
Deep  mourn  the  faithful  train,  and  howlings  wild  arife. 
jShe  marks  the  figns  that  fpeak  her  hero  low ;     1 
Jlends  her  dark  trefles,  beats,  her  breaft  of  fnow,  > 
And  gives  her  days  to  folitary  woe.  j 

Before  his  bands  fee  Neuftria's  chief  advance ! 
A  bold  Norwegian  finks  beneath  his  lande. 
As  from  his  fide  the  weighty  fpear  he  rends. 
On  fils  ftrong  yantbrafs  Hacon's  fword  defcends, 
And  fiieers  him  to  the  bone.     His  knightly  train 
Rufh  to  his"  aid,  and  bear  him  from  the  plain. 

Of  /Strength  uriyielding,  fpirit  unfubdued,      . 
Likefome  dark  rock  that  braves  the  furging  flood; 
Emania's  monarch  ftands  unmov'd  :  the  tide 
Of  battle  rolls,  apd  breaks  agairift  his  fide. 
Now  here,  now  there,  he  deals  the  deadly  wound, 
And  mangled  corfes  drew  th*  enfanguin'd  ground. 

Norwegia's  leader  thundering  thro'  the  field,    ' 
Againft  the  warrior's  breaft  his  lance  impell'd. 
Un wounded  he  fuftain'd  the  mighty  ihock  ; 
The  pointed  lance  on  his  ftrong  corflet  broke. 
Hacon  again,  his  courfer  check'd,  prepares 
T'  afiail  the  chief;  his  flaming  falchion  bares, 
Then  forward  fpurs  the  fteed :  his  mace  on  high 
Fiacha  lifts — As  hilling  thro'  the  fky 
Th'  impetuous  bolt  defcends,  the  blow  he  fped 
full  on  th>  advaiKing  courfer's  maii-clad  head: 

Breathlefa 
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Breathfefs  be  Tank,  and  headlong  on  the  plain 
Tl>e  monarch  hurl'd :  Enlania's  lord  again 
lifts  the  dread  mace.— What  now;  O  king  !  avail 
Thy  numerous  warriors,  and  thy  tempered  mail  ? 
No  temper'cl  mail  refills  Fiacha's  might ; 
Tiy  warriors  dtftant  tremble  at  the  {Tght. 

But  generous  Sweno  marks 'thee  lowly  laid, 
And  hailes  with  pious  valour  to  thy  aid. 
Beneath  the  lifted  arm  he  fwifi  addreft 
The  levelPd  fpear :  thro'  great  Fiacha's  cheft 
Its  furious  way  the  vengeful weapon  tore, 
And  iflu'd  far  beyond,  esnbathM  in  gore. 
Thundering  he  falls,  the  ponderous  mace  foregoes, 
And  o'er  his  eyes' the  (hades  of  darknefs  clofe. 

lerne's  bands  in  terror  cguft  the  field : 
Maronan,  Adamar,  refa&anr  yield. 
Oft  lion-like  they  tarn,  and,  in  the  if  rife, 
Gore  the  proud  hunters  that  purfbe  thir  life. 

Lo!  darting  thro*  the  plain,  iri  arms  whole  fetapwj 
Rivaty'd  the  fummer  fan's  meridian  rays, 
A  (lately  knight,  on  his  hot  courier  borne, 
That  champ* a  trjie  golden  bit  he  feem'd  to  fcorn, 
Appear'd,  and  foudly  thus  :  «*'  To  pale  affright' 
Shall  Arthur's  friends  fubtnit  in  Arthurs  fight  ? 
The  daftard  meets  the  fate  he  ffiuns;  the  fcrave 
£y  generous  coriteff  trioihpn-  o-Vr  the  graye.*' 

Enraptur'd  they  behold*  cnraprar^  near 
The  hero's  voice,  and*  fcorh  their  former  fear. 
Again  they  turn,  they  form  the  deepening  line,  . 
And  clofe-wedg'd  fluekis  z  glittering  rampart  (niBe* 

Chill,  watry  vapours  thus  that  float  oh  high, 
Their  grey  robes  waving  thro*  the  wintry*  flcyj, 
From  ice-clad  realms  when  burfts  the  polar' Matt, 
Condenfe,  then  gathering  made  on  (hade,  o*ercalV 
The  front  of  heaven ;  arid  on  the.  ravaged  vale 
Pour  the  (harp  fleet,  and  loud-refooriding'Kail. 

Meanwhile  the  prince  darts  furious  on  his  foes  ; 
A  grove  of  fpears  the  dauntlefs  prince  ericlofe  : 
He  braves,  he  meets  the  (hock;  and  whirls  around 
His  dreadful  fword  that  gives  no  fec'ond  wound  : 
Burfts  un  refilled  thro'  the  black  array  ; 
His  courfe  is  mark'd  with  death,  and  terror  points  his  way 
An  eagle  thus,  when  o'er  Plinlimmon's  head 
Pefcending  clouds  a  robe  of  darknefs  fprcad, 
Wings  tjiro'  th'  encircling  gloom  his  rapid  flight, 
Then  foars  exulting  mid  the  fields  of  light. 

Can  words  his  actions  paint,  when  valor's  flame 
Glow'd  -in  his  eyes,  and  lighteri'd  in  his  frame  r 

Where'er 
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Where'er  he  rufrYd,  more  fierce  the  tumult  roared, 
Around  his  cpurle  the  blood  of  thbiifands  pour'd. 
Beneath  th'  ethereal  fire's  refiftlefs  ftroke, 
As  finks  the  lofty  pine,  the  knotted  oak, 
Heroes  and  kings  beneath  his  matchlefs  might 
Beftrew  the  plain :  £he  crowded  ranks  of  fight 
Like  fun-drawn  mills  difltyve.     The  pitying  mufp 
Death's wefteful  courfe  relu&ahtly  purfues. 

To  one  alone,  who  claims  th'  apfJaudihg  lay, 
'Tis  her's  the  tributary  ftrain  to  pay ; 
JIacon's  brave  fon-^No  eaual  vet  he  found ; 
By  Deva's  banks  he  fpreads  deftru&ion  round. 
His  lance  arrelts  the  daltard  as  he  flies ; 
His  force  the  valiant  proves,  and  proving  dies* 
But  fhort  the  tnurri£l£--Uther*s  fori  draws  near, ; 
And  fate  dim'  hovers  round  his  Seaming  fpear. 

"  SecWe  of*  glory/  in  the  living  lay, 
J^o  longer  urg'e  to  fame  thy  dangerous  way ! 
Retire,  nor  brave  yon  terror  of  the  plain !" 
Thus  warn'd  NorWegia's  bards,  tmt  warn'd  the  youth  in  vain. 

Hurl'd  from  his  feat,  beiide  the  flream  he  lies ; 
X'ife'syfadirig  taper  in  his  fwimming  eyes 
Dim-twinkling  Yearns :  hijs  gotden  locks  beftrew 
The  plain  ;  while  (truck  with  forrow  at  the  view, 
His  faithful  ftee'd  the  languid  head  declines ; 
On  the  green  bank'  liis  fhatter'd  helmet  fnines  ; 
O'er  his  broad  b'tfckler  rolls  the  torrent  grey# 
And  ting'd  with  blood  purfues  its  mazy  way. 

The  Briton  marks  with  grief  tfi*  expiring  foe; 
**  Perchance/'  he  cries,  "  not  mortal  is  tne  blow. 
few  ar£  thjr  years,  yet  mighty  were  thy  deeds ;         x 
And  forrow  melts  my  foul  when  valour  bleeds." 

Thus  he  replied,  with  weak  and  ftruggling  breath ; 
''  I  meet  the  warrior's  doom,  and  welcome  death.  , 

To  fwell  another's  fame,  disgraceful  thought ! 
Vanquim'd  t6  live,  were  life  too  dearly  bought* 
No,  fince  'tis  mine  to  fall  beneath  the  brave, 
I  mouf  ft  nbt ;  for  what  honour  deigns  to  crave, 
Honour  will. grant ;  and  Britain's  generous  chief 
Accord  my  fait :  to  footh  a  father's  grief,  >  /      « 

My  arms,  and  breathlefs  corfe,  reftofe !"— -He  faid. 
His  dim  eyes  clos'd— the  gallant  fpirit  fled. 

"  Farewell,  brave  youth !"  thus  Uther's  generous  fon 
Mournful  exclaiin'd ;  "  what  glory  hadft  thou  won, 
If  fate  vouchfaFd  thee  but  a  longer  day  1 
Swerio,  farewell !  thou  bright,  but  tranfient  ray- 
Approach,  ye  facred  bards,  to  whom  belong 
The  warblinfe  lyre,  -and  joy-diffufing  long. 

*  Not 


• 
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Not  againft  you  the  vengeful  blade  we  raife, 
Who  bid  the  hero  live  to  future  days- 
Approach  in  fafety,  and  difmifs  you.'  Lar : 
To  his  fad  fire  the  breathlefs  Warrior  bear ; 
And,  (may  it  footh  his  troubled  breaft!)  relate 
H~  fell  by  Arthur,  who  beivail'd  his  fate." 

Hacon,  retir'd  beyond  the  martial  lii\es, 
With  toil  fore-fpent,  to  younger  knights  rehVns 
The  field  of  glory ;  and  beholds  from  far, 
In  wonder  loft,  the  furging  tide  of  war 
Roll  backward  :  but  amazement  foor  fuppreft. 
To  grief  confign'd  the  empire  of  hi-  b/eaii. 

His  haplefs  Ton  before  his  view  is  laid  : 
Jn  fpeechlefs  agony  he  marks  the  dead.     * 
Jjoft  is  the  warrior's  firmnefs,  that  defied 
The  -over  of  fortune— rloft  the  regal  pride, 
Thiit  ir.ock'd  at  woe :  the  heart- wrung  tear  defe'endj, 
The  hoary  honours  of  his  head  he  rends: 
And,  while  his  bofom  throbs  with  frequent  fighs, 
JJlarping  the  clay-cold  corfe  on  earth  he  lies. 

His  bards  indignant  mark  his  frantic  grief; 
When  Ofwald  thus :  "  Is  this  the  haughty  chief, 
Who  wades  to  fame  thro*  war's  empurpled  tide^ 
Terror  his  lov'd  compeer,  and  Death  his  guide? 
Can  he  lament  the  warrior's  envied  -ftate, 
By  valour  plac'd  beyond  the  reach,  of  fate? 
His  defm'd  courfe  thy  fon  with  honour  ran,' 
And  fell  a  hero  ere  he  liv'd  a  man. 
That  b  ?  his  praife,  to  glory  in  it  thine  j 
*Tis  Hacon's  right  to  triumph,  npt  repine  l" 

"  Ceafe,  ceafe,"  he  cried:  t€  can  words  relief  impart, 
And  pluck  the  Ihaft  of  anguifh  from  my  heart? 
Behold  yon  blafted  oak  !  canft  tfyou  array 
Its  wither' d  branches  in  the  pomp  of  May^? 
Bid  it  again -exalt  its  towering  head, 
And  to  the  winds  its  leafy  honours  fpread  ? 
Spring  will  return — but  ne'er  returning  fpring 
Around  its  trunk  the  verdant  wreath  mallfling ; 
Nor  time  revolving  to  my  view  rcftore 
My  hero's  budding  h'onours-— He  no  more 
•  Shall  fhelt'er  yield  in  danger's  ftormy  day— r 

And  fhall  I  lonely  moulder  to  decay, 
A  burthen  to  the  earth  ?"— With  vengeful  miad 
He  mounts  his  fteed ;  when  Eric  thus  rejoined : 

"  Canft  thou  withstand;  enfeebled  by  thy  wounds^ 
And  length  of  years,  yon.  warrior,  who  confounds 
Embattled  armies  ?  Hence,  the  thought  refign! 
On  other  realms  the  beams  of  glory  fhine. 


Agait 
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Again  thy  prowefs  (hall  be  fhewn ;  again 
Our  crowded  fails  (hall  fhade  the  burthen'd  main  ; 
Thy  ^wonted  field  of  honour,  where  the  brave 
Reap  fame's  rich  harveft  on  the  rolling  wave. 
Shall  Sweno's  lovely  form  be  given  the  prey 
To  ravenous  wolves  ?  wilt  thou  deny  the  lay 
To  Sweno's  praife  ?  the  rites  fepulchral  paid, 
Then  think  of  vengeance  to  atone  his  fhade." 
'  The  Icing  reluctant  yields :  his  glaring  eyes 
He  backward  turns,  whilft  in  his  bofom  rife 
Conflicting  paffions  :  oft  he  checks  his  courfe, 
And  grafps  his  fword,  and  longs  its  wonted  force 
Once  more  to  proves  at  length  to  fate  refign'd,  N 

He  flies — the  ftorm  of  battle  roars  behind. 

1 

rati  from  a  Complimentary  Epistle  to  James  Bruce,  e/f.  tbt 
Abyflinian  Traveller.     By  Peter  Pindar,^ 


OWEET  is  the  tale,  however  ftrange  its  air, 

^  That  bids  the  public  eye  aftonitd  flare  ! 

Sweet  is  the  tale,  howe'er  uncouth  its  fhape, 

That  makes  the  world's  wide  mouth  with- wonder  gape! 

Behold  our  infancies  in  tales. delight, 

That  bolt  like  hedgehog  quills  the  hair  upright. 

Of  ghofts  how  pleas'd  is  every  child  to  hear! 

To  fuch  is  Jack  the  Giant-killer  dear ! 

Dread  monflers,  ifluing  from  the  flame  or.  flood, 

Charin,  tho'  with  horror  clothed  they  chilLthe  blood  I 

Whatmakes  a  tale  fo  fleepy,  languid,  dull  ? 

Things  as  they  happen -d— not  of  marvel  full. 

What  gives  a  zeft,  and  keeps  alive  attention  ? 

A  tale  that  wears  the  yifage  of  invention: 

A  tale  of  lions,  fpedtres,  flupwrick;  thunder ; 

A  wonder,  or  firft  coufm  to  a  .wonder* 

Myfterious  conduct !  yet  'tis  Nature's  plan 

To  fow  with  wonder's  feeds  the  foul  pf  man, 

That.-ev'ry  where  in  fweet  profufion  rife, 

And  fprout  luxuriant  through  the  mouth  and  eyes  I 

What  to  the  vafy  deep.  Sir  Josep-h  gave, 
As  of  the  world,  the  fpprt  of  wind  and  wave  ? 
What  bade  the  knight,  amid  thofe  fcenes  remote. 
Sleep  with  Queen  Oborea'in.  the  boat? 
What,  uncombunded,  leap  to  Newton's  chair? 
What,  but  to  make  a  world  with  wonder  flare? 
What  bids  a  King  on  Wimbledon,  Blackheath, 
So  oft  rejoice  the  regiments  of  death; 
While  Britain'  >  mightier  bulwark  flighted  lies, 
And  vainly  groaning  for  its  Catfar  fighs  ? 

What, 
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What,  with  tjie  vulgar  .pigs  of  Afcot  taken, 
Devour  on  AjfcQt-^eath  Jus  annual  bacon  ? 
What  bade  that  great,  great  man,  a  goodly  fight* 
Watch  his  wife's  diamond  petticoat  all  n^ght; 
And  what  that  wife  of  great,  great,  great  renown, 
Make  her  own  caps,  and  darn  a  thread-bare  gown  r 
What  bade  the  charming  Lady  Mary  fly 
Marchssi's  fqueeze,  for  Pacchierotti's  figh.? 
What  Master  Edcecumbe  deal  in  rimming  ware ? 
What,  but  to  put  all  Caw&nd  in  a  flare  ? 
Sweet  child  of  verfe,  who,  w.ith  importance  big, 
Pleas'd  its  own  tdf,  and  eterniz'd  a  pig ; 
Whiltt\  mad  an  equal  weight  of  praife  to  (hare, 
Old  Mount  plays  Punchinello  to  a  hair. 
What  makes  a  girl  the  (hops  for  novels  rove  r 
The  fweet  impoflibilities  of  love ; 
Quixotic  deeds  to  catch  the  flying  fair; 
To  pant  at  dangers,  and  at  marvels  dare. 
What  prompteth  Chiee,  confcious  of  the  charms 
That  crowd  the  fouls  of  fwains  Vixh  wild  alarms, 
To  give  the  fwelling  bofbm's  milk-nvhite  fkin 
A  veil  of  gauze  fo  marvelloufly  thin> 
What  but  a  kind  intention  of  the  fair  ' 

$    To  treat  the  eyes  of  (hepherds  with  a  flare  ? 
Behold  1  Religion's  felf,  celefUal  dame, 
Founds  on  the  rock  of  miracle  her  fame : 
A  facred  building,  that  defies  decay, 
That  fin's  wild  waves  can  never  warn  away ! 
What  made  John  Rolle  (except  for  Rxon's  dare) 
Drill-ferjeant  to  the  aldermen  and  may  'r ; 
Ere  from  the  nail  he  led  his  chofen  bands, 
To  view  the  King  op  Nations,  and  kifs  hands  I 
How  rarely  man  -  the  haunts  of  wifdom  feeks, 
Pleas'd  with  the  life  of  cabbages  and  leeks! 
Though  form'd  to  plough  the  foil,  divinely,  ftrong, 
'Tis  famine  goads  him,  like  an  ox,  along: 
But  Bruce,  on  curMtj*§  wild  wings, 
Darts,  hawk -like,  where  the  game  of  marvel  fprings* 
Let  envy  kindle  with  the  blulh  of  fiiaroe, 
That  dares  to  call  thee,  Bruce,  a  thief  4>f  fame. 
Pleas'd  to  thy  wonder's  vortex  to  be  drawn, 
A  thoufand  volumes' could  not  make  me  yawn: 
And  (O  accept  a.  falutary  hint)— 
The  world  will  read  as  fall  as  thou  canfl  print* 
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ODEtvtbe  Glow-Wo*  m,    Bj  thtfum. 

Tl^ILD  inkft,  haimlefs  as  myfelf,  I  ween;^ 
*  *  Thou  lktle  planet  of  the  rural  (cene, 
Wkcn  raminer  warms  the  vallies  with  her  rays  ; 
.Accept  a  trifling  ibnnet  to<thy  praiie, 

*      *      «       •      *      #      *      * 

Bright  flranger,  welcome  to  my : field, 

Here  feed  in  fafety,  here  thy  radiance  yield ; 

To  me,  O  nightly  be  thy  (plendour  given:  * 

Oh,  could  a  wtfh  of  mine  the  tides  command* 
How  would.  I  jgem  thy  leaf  with  liberal  hand. 

With  ev'ryiweeteii  dew  ofHeaWnl    . 

Say,  doll  thou  kindly  light  the  fairy  train, 
Amidft  their  gambol  on  the  iliily  plain* 

Hanging  thy  lamp  upon  the  mcaflen'd&lade? 
What  lamp  fa  fit,  fo  pure  as  thine, 
Amid  ft  the  gentle  elfin  band  to  (bine, 

And  chafe  the  horrors  of  the  midnight  fhade  ! 

Oh !  .may  no  feather'd  foe  diftorb  thy  bow'r* 

And  with  barbarian  beak  thy  life  devour :  % 

Oh !  may  no  ruthlefs  torrent  of  the  flcy,  * 

Overwhelming*  force  thee  from; thy  dewy  feat; 
..Nor  tempers  tear  thee  from  .thy  green  retreat, 

And  bid  thee  'midllthe  humming  myriads  (lie ! 

.         > 
Queerv  of-the  inie£t  world,  what  leaves  delight  f 

Of  fuch  thefe  willing  hands  a  bow'r  (hall  form. 
To  guard  :the*  from  the  rutfibwt  rains  of  night, 
,    Aji^hide  tJiee  from. the.  wU<£ wing  of  the  ilonn. 

Sweet  «hiid.  of  ililmefs,  .'midftihe  awful  calm 

Of  paufmg  nature  thou  art  pleas' d  to  dwell ; 
In  happy  iilence  to  enjoy  thy  balm,  , 

And  ihed  through  life  a  luitre  round  thy  cell. 

How  difPrent  man,  the  imp  of  noife  and  ftrifc,- 
Who  courts  the  ftorm  that  tears  and  darkens  life ; 

Bleft  when  the  pafliona  wild  the  foul  invade  ! 
How  nobler  far  to  bid  thofe  whirlwinds  ceafe ; 
To  tafte,  like  thee,  the  luxury  of  peace, 

And  fhine  in  folitude  and  (hade  ! 


A  Fable1, 


1*6       ANNUAL    RfeGiStEk,    1790* 


A  Fable,  by  Abate   Be r tola. 
[From  Mrs.  Piozzi'*  Travels.} 


T  TN  A  lucertoletta 
^  Diceva  al  cocodrillp, 
Oh  quanto  mi  diletta 
Di  veder  finalmente 
Un  della  mia  famiglia 
SI  grande  e  fi  potente  ! 
Ho  fatto  mille  miglia 
Per  venirvi  a  vedwc, 
Mentre  tra  noi  fi  ferba 
Di  voi  memoria  viva ; 
Benche  fuggiam  tra  l'erba 
E  il  fkflbfo  ientiero : 
In  fen  perd  non'langue 
L'onor  del  prifco  fangue. 

L'anfibio  re  dormiva^ 
A  quefti  complimenti, 
fur  fugli  ultimi  aqcenti 
Dal  fonno  fe  rifcofle 
£  dimando  chi  fofle  f 
La  parentela  antica, 
II  viaggio,  la  fatica, 
Quella  torno  a  dire, 
Ed  ei  torne  a  dormire. 


Lafcia  i  grandi  ed  i  potenti 
A  fognar  per  parentis 
Puoi  cortefi  flimarli 
Se  dormon  mentre  parlL 


W  A  LKIN  G  full  many  a  weary  mil* 
The  lizard  met  the  crocodile ; 
And  thus  began — How  fat,  how  fair, 
How  finely  guarded,  fir,  you  are ! 
'Tis  really  charming  thus  to  fee 
One's  kindred  in  prosperity. 
I've  travell'd  far  to  find  your  coafl, 
But  Aire  the  labour  was  not  loll : 
For  you  mull  think  we  don't  forget 
Our  loving  coufin  now  fo  great ; 
And  tho'  our  humble  habitations 
Are  fuch  as  fuit  our  (lender  ftations, 
The  honour  of  the  lizard  blood 
Was  never  better  underftood. 

Th'  amphibious  prince,  who  flept  content* 
Ne'er  liilening  to  her  compliment, 
At  this  expreffion  raifed.  his  head, 
And — Pray  who  are  you  ?  coolly  (aid ; 
The  little  creature  now  renew'd 
Her  hiilory  of  toils  fubdu'd, 
Her  zeal  to  fee  her  couiin's  face, 
The  glory  of  her  ancient  race ; 
But  looking  nearer,  found  my  lord 
Was  fail  afleep  again — and  (nor'd. 

Ne'er  prefs  upon  a  rich  relation, 
Rais'd  to  the  ranks  of  higher  flationj 
Or  if  you  will  diflurb  your  coz, 
Be  happy  that,  he-  does  but  doze 


•.,.». 
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Account  of  Books  for,  1790 


The  Antiquities  of  Athens,  meafured 
and  delineated  by  James  Stuart, 
F.  R.  S.  and  F.  S.  A.  and  Nicho- 
las Revett,  Architects  and  Paint- 
ers,  FoL  II.* 

THE  lovers  of  antiquities*  and 
the  fine  arts  having  fuftered  a 
fevere  lofs  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Stu- 
Jirt,  and  that  melancholy  event  hap- 
pening at  a  time  when  the  curioiity 
of  the  public,  ftrongly  raifedby  the 
firft  volume  of  the  Antiquities  of 
Athens,  .might  be  fuppofed  to  wait 
anxioufly  for  the  continuation  of  a 
work  fo  intereiling  and  fo  ably  exe- 
cuted ;  Mr.  Stuart's  friends  under- 
took to  publim  the  fequel  without 
additions  or  alterations,  excepting 
fuch  as  were  indifpenfably  neceflary 
to  complete  his  intention,  and  for 
which  the  materials  he  left  afforded 
authority.  This  circumftance  is 
mentioned  in  the  .  introduction, 
where  it  is  alfo  •  ftated  what  (hare 
the  Dilettanti  Society  have  in  this 
fecond  volume.  Mr.  Stuart  having 
been  infirm  for  fbme  years  previous 
to  his  death,  his  papers  were  left  in 
great  confufion ;  many  were  incom- 
plete, many  were  miffing.  Re- 
courfe  was  had  to  the  original 
fketch-books  and  other  authentic 
documents,  to  complete  the  exam- 
ples, that  were  left  unfinilhed. 
Where    authentic    materials    were 


wanting,  the  deficiency  has  beeii 
left  remaining,  except  that  when 
fome  of  the  views  could  not  be. 
found,  fome  other,  relative  to  the 
fubjedl  defcribed,  have  been  fubfti- 
tuted.  To  the  members  of  the  Di- 
lettanti Society  it  is  chiefly  owing 
that  the  honour  and  utility  of  this 
work  has  not  been  loft  to  the  Britifh 
nation.  Mrs.  Stuart  alfo  acknow- 
ledges herfelf  highly  indebted  to, 
tjiofe  gentlemen ;  and  in  a  few  lines 
prefixed  to  the  introduction,  expref*. 
fes  in  a  becoming  manner  her  fenfe 
of  gratitude  for  their  liberal  encou- 
ragement in  promoting  the  publi- 
cation of  this  fecond  volume ;  in  the 
completion  of  which  Mr.  William 
Newton,  of  Greenwich,  took  a  con- 
siderable part. 

This  volume,  like  the  firft,  is  di- 
vided into  five  chapters,  and  con- 
tains befides  an  accurate  defcription 
and  hiftorical  account  of  the  Acro- 
polis, placed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
volume,  and  an  explanation  of  the 
vignettes  added  to  the  end. 

In  the  advertifement  by  Mr. 
Stuart  himfelf,  he  informs  us,  that 
w]ien  Mr.  Revett  and  himfelf  re- 
turned from  Athens,  and  opened  a 
fubfcription  for  the  publication  of 
their  work,  uncertain  whether  they 
mould  be  encouraged  to  proceed 
any  further  with  their  undertak- 
ing, they  felected  various  fpecimens 


*  See  an  account  of  the  firft  Volume  in  the  Annual  Regifter,  Vol.  VI. 
Vol.  XXXII.  U  wfciclv. 
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which  might  exhibit  the  different 
forts  of  columns  ufed  among  the 
Greeks.  The  liberality  of  the  pub- 
lic perfuaded  him  to  go  on  with  the 
work,  now  his  fole  property,  and  he 
propofed  to  publifti  it  m  the  follow- 
ing order.  The  prefent  volume 
treats  of  the  public  monuments 
erected  while  the  Athenians  were 
a  free  people,  and  chiefly  under  the 
adminiflration  of  Pericles. 

'  The  third  volume,  which  is  in* 
great'  forwardnefs,  will  contain  de- 
fcriptions  of  thofe  edifices  built 
while  Greece  was  fubjected  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Romans — a  period 
during  which  Athens,  though  de- 
prived of  her  liberty,  was  not  yet 
deftitute  of  tafte  and  elegance. 

There  is  prefixed  to  this  volume 
a  flriking  refemblance  of  the  au- 
thor, beautifully  engraved  by 
Knight.  A  landicape  view  of  the 
Acropolis,  with  Turkilh  figures ; 
and  a  plan  of  that  citadel,  of  which 
he  gives  the  following  description, 
form  the  introduction  : 

"  The  Acropolis  furnifhes  mate- 
rials for  the  principal  part  of  the 
.  volume  ;  I  have  therefore  given  a 
plan  and  view  of  it,  in  its  prefent 
ftate.  It  is  built  on  a  rock,  which 
is  on  every  fide  a  precipice,  and 
acceflible  only  at  the  entrance. 
The  fummit  is  fortified  by  a  wall, 
built  on  its  extreme  edge,  encom- 
pafling  the  whole  upper  furface, 
which  is  nearly  level. 

.  "  The  natural  ftrength  of  its 
fituation  is  faid  to  have  induced  the 
iirit  inhabitants  to  fettle  there;  and 
when,  in  procefs  of  time,  their  num- 
bers increafed,  they  began  to  build 
on  the  adjacent  ground  below;  till 
at  length  the  Acropolis,  being  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide,  became  the 
fortrefs  of  a  large  and  populous 
-city. 


ts  It  was  richly  adorned  by  the 
Athenians,  in  thV  days  of  their 
profperity,  with  temples,  ftatues, 
paintings,  and  votive  gifts  to  their 
divinities ;  but  is  now  in  a  moft 
ruinous  condition;  though  the  re- 
mains of  the  famous  Propylrea,  the  . 
little  temple  of  Victory  without 
wings,  the  Doric  temple  of  Mi- 
nerva,  called  Parthenon  and  Heca- 
tompedon,  and  the  Ionic  temples  of 
Erechtheus  *and  Minerva  Polias, 
with  the  cell  of  Pandrofus,  are  ftill 
to  be  feen. 

"  Its  walls  have,  at  different 
times,  been  rudely  repaired,  or  ra- 
ther rebuilt,  very  little  of  the  an- 
cient mafonry  remaining:  nume- 
rous fragments  of  columns,  cornices, 
and  fculptures,  appear  in  feveral 
parts  of  them,  which  make  an  un- 
couth and  ruinous  appearance. 

"  The  Turks  keep  a  fmall  gar- 
rifbn  here ;  and  it  is  the  refidence 
of  the  Difder  Aga,  or  governor 
of  the  fortrefs,  as  alfb  of  the  Afap 
Aga,  and'other  inferior  officers  of 
the  place." 

The  firfl  chapter  relates  to  the 
temple  of  Miaerva,  called  Parthe- 
non and  Hecatompedon.  This  ce- 
lebrated tempie  was  built  during 
the  administration  of  Pericles,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Phidias.  In  its 
prefent  ruinous  ftate,  it  has  a  ma- 
jefty,  and  exhibits  a  magnificence, 
which  greatly  furpaifes  the  'expec- 
tations of  men  accuftomed  to  view 
beautiful  objects.  This  edifice  was 
a! molt  entire  laft  century,  when  Sir 
George  Wheler  and  Dr.  Spen  faw 
it,  and  was  reduced  to  its  prefent 
condition  by  an  unlucky  bomb  dur- 
ing the  fiege  of  Athens  by  the  Ve- 
netians. The  infide  of  the  temple 
is  divided  by  a  crofs  wall,  and  the 
leffer  divifion  into  which  you  enter 
lias  befen  miftaken  by  Wheler  and 
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Span  for  the,  Pronaus**wliereas  it  is 
the  Opifthodomus,  where  the  pub- 
lic treafure  was  kept.  In  the 
Jarger  divifion  flood  the  famous  fta- 
tue  of  Minerva,  twenty- fix  cubits 
high,  according  to  Pliny,  made  of 
gold  and  ivory,  the  work  of  the  il- 
luftrioris  Phidias.  Mr.  Stuart  is 
inclined  to  think,  with  other  anti- 
quarians, that  the  ivory  of  this  fta- 
tue  was  painted,  as  that  of  Jupiter 
at  Elis  appears,-  from  Strabo's  ac- 
count, to  have  certainly  been.'-r-!- 
The  reafon,  he  conceives,  why  ivory 
was  ufed  in  ftatues  of  this  kind  ra- 
ther than  wood,  to  have  been  not 
jon  account  of  its*  .colour,  but  be- 
caufe  wood  is  -apt  to  crack  and  he 
deftroyed  by  worms  :  ivory  not  be- 
ing of  an  uniform  colour,  but  yel- 
low near  the  outfide  of  the  tooth, 
and  white  in  the  middle ;  and  there- 
fore it  would  require  painting  on 
that  account,  and  Iikewife  to  hide 
the  joinings  of  the  pieces.  It  is  re- 
corded by  Thucydides,  that  %  the 
gold  about  it  weighed  forty  talents, 
which,  according  to  the  value  of 
gold  at  that  time,  was  worth  Xbout 
,i  20,000 1.  fterling. 

Mr.  Stuart  quotes  apafTage  from 
Vitruvius,  whkh,  if  applicable  to 
tthis  temple,  as  Mr.  Stuart  fuppofes, 
feems  to  prove  it  to  have  been  an 
Hypcethros,  that  is,  without  a  roof. 
As  to  the  roof  feen  by  Wheler  and 
Spon,  it  was  probably  added  to  the 
building  when  it  was  converted  in- 
to a  church,  at  which  time  the  eaft- 
ern  entrance, . or  the  true  Pronaus, 
was  clofed  up,  to  adapt  it  to  Chrif- 
■tian  ufes. 

.  Upon  the  fubje&  of  unroofed 
jtemples,  Mr.  Stuart  obferves,  that  a 
difficulty  has  been  •ftarted,  viz.  that 
£t  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  fuch 
magnificent  and  coftly  works,,  com- 
jpcfed  of  ivory  and  gold,  and  deli- 


cately painted,  would  be  expofed 
in  the  open  air  to  all  the  varieties 
of  weather.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he 
remarks,  that  the  periftyle,  or  in- 
ternal colonnade,  fupported  a  roo£ 
which  iheltered  great  part  of  the 
area  of  the  cell,  and  feeins  to  have 
projected  over  the  ftatue.  Another 
conjecture  is,  tfrat  the  feplus  of 
Minerva  in  the  Parthenon,  and  the 
Parapetafma  9/  Jupiter  Olympiu^ 
in  Elis,  mcnljpned  by  Paufanias  in 
his  defcription  of  that  temple,  were 
each  of  them  fufpended  in  their  re-  . 
fpeclive  fituations,  fo-  as  to  aiford 
the  requisite  made  or  fhelter  to 
thpfe  moft  celebrated  ftatues. 

"  The  najne  df  tnis  temple  .(He- 
catompedon)  implying  that  it  ex- 
tended a  hundred  feet,  led  me,  fays 
Mr.  Stuart,  to  inquire  into  the 
length  of  the  Attic  foot.  For 
which  purpofe,  I  compared  the 
length  of  the  lower  ftep  in  front, 
with  its  length  on  the  fide,  ana 
found  them  incommenfurable :  nei- 
ther were  the  front  and  fide-lengths 
of  the  flep  above  it  commenfurable 
with  each  other.  But  the  third  ftep, 
on  which  the  columns  of  the  portico 
ftand,  meafured  10 1  feet  iT%  inch 
Englifh,  in  front,  and  227  feet  7^ 
inch  on  each  fide,,  which  are  fo  near- 
ly in  the  proportion  of  100  to  225, 
that,  had  the  meafure  been  |  of  an 
inch  lefs,  it  would  have  been  defiT 
.cieut  of  it. 

"  Thefe  meafures  were  taken 
from  a  brafsfcale  of  three  feet,  di- 
vided by  that  eminent  artift  Mr. 
John  Bird,  whofe  w.orks  are  known 
all  over  Europe. 

t€  'The  front  meafur,e  gives  a.n. 
Attic  foot  of  1 2,137  London  inches, 
and  decimals  ;  the  fide  meafure,  one 
of  12,138. 

"  Hence 'the  Roman  foot,  which,  > 
according,  to  Pliny,  was  to  the  Attic 
M  2  'in 
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in  proportion  of  600  to  625,  or  of 
24  or  25,  will  be  found  to  be  11,65 1 
London  inches  and  decimals,  or  971 
iuch  parts  as  the  London  foot  con- 
tains j coo,  which  dee.-,  not  fLnfiMy 
differ  from  wh.it  ha--.  been  determin- 


ed hv  ufher  tv» t c m »«!•'. :* 

To  this  chapicr  is  annexed  a  plan 
an.-i  account cf  thr?  temple  of  Jupiter 
Olj"m;-iiTs  at  Zither-,. 

The  fecund  chapter  contain*,  an 
account  of  the  three  c3ktiguoua  tem- 
ples of  Ercchtheus,  Mineiva  Polios, 
and  Pan.drofus.  The  Ercchtheus  aid 
the  temple  of  Minerva  P/olias  were 
under  the  fame  roof. 

In  the  Erechtheum,  as  we  are  told 
by  Paiffanias,  was  the  ipring  of  fca- 


olive-tree,  faid  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  Minerva  in  her  competi- 
tion with  Neptune  above-mentioned. 
It  \\:r-  called  Pankyphos  (iticurvat- 
e»i)  fioi.i  it.^  blanches  being  bent 
downward  after  it  had  grown  up  to 
the  roof.  Under  this  tree  flood  the 
altar  of  Jupiter  1  lirceus.  Some  have 
imagined  that  an  orive- tree  grew  in 
the  temple  of  Minerva  Polias;  but 
it  is  cjuite  improbable,  Mr.  Stuart 
Jay?,,  that  any  tree  ihouid  grow  in  a 
place  fo  unfavorable  to  vegetation: 
for  it  appears  to  have  been  a  clofe 
room,  illuminated  only  by  a  larr.pj 
whereas  in  that  of  Pandrofus,  a  free 
admiffion  wasgiven  to  light  ana  air; 
the   fpaces  between  the  caryatides 


water   produced   by  the    ftroke   of    being  left  entirely  open.    The  olive 
Neptune's    trident,    when   he   con-     and  the  fpring  of  tea- water,  prove 


tended  with  Minerva  for  the  patron- 
age of  the  city. 

Mr.  Stuart  makes  it  appear  likely 
that  this  temple  was  originally  con- 
fecrated  to  Neptune,  becaufe  there 
was  in  it  an  altar  erecled  to  that 

fed,  cm  which  they  alfo  facriticed 
y  command  of  the  oracle  to  Erech- 
theus.     Jn  the  temple  of  Minerva 


this  to  be  the  fabulous  icene  of  con- 
tention between'  the  two  divini- 
ties. 

Mr.  Stuart  conjectures  that  the 
Cecropium  was  the  fame  with  the 
temple  of  Minerva  Polias,  called 
fo  on  account  of  Cecrops  having 
been  buried  there :  and  that,  owing 
to  the  fame  circumftarfce,  the  tem- 


was  depoficed  the  ancient  ftatue  of    pie  of  Neptune  has   pofTibly  been 


the  goddefs,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
Jiave  defcended  from  heaven. 

The  Pandrofium,  dedicated  to  the 
■ymph  Pandrofus,  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Cecrops,  is  the  only  ancient 
example  we  know  of,  in  which  the 
entablature  and  roof  is  fupportcd  by 
caryatides.  Vitruvius,  he  fays,  pro- 
bably alludes  to  this  building  when 


named  the  Erechtheum.  Thefe 
three;  temples  form  but  one  body, 
though  they  were  not  intended  by 
the  architect  to  compofe  one  regular 
whole.  This  chapter  is  adorned 
with  20  plates. 

The  third  chapter  is  on  the  theatre 
of  Bacchus,  which  is  in  a  very  ruin- 
ous  condition.     The  front  of  the 


he  tells  us,  that  after  the  defeat  of  fcene  forming  part  of  the  outworks 

the  Perfians,  and  the  deftruclion  of  of  the  citadel,  the  meafurements  of 

the   city   Carya,  the  architects    of  our  travellers  excited  the  jealoufy 

thofc  times  placed  female  figures  of  of  the  Turkifh  garrifon,  and  they 

this  kind  in  public  buildings,  to  per-  were  obliged  to   deiift  from  their 


petuate  the  ignominy  of  thofe  who 
deferted  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
their  country. 

Within  the  Pandrofium  was  the 


operations.  This  was  a  fevere  dis- 
appointment, as  they  hoped  that  by 
digging  the  earth  which  covers  the 
profcenium,  ,the  Iogeum,  &c.  they 

Slight 
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might  have  made  important  disco- 
veries upon  the  conftru&ion  of  an- 
cient theatres.  It  is  Mr.  Stuart's 
opinion,  that  during  the  time  of  act- 
ing, the  front  of  the  fcene  in  an- 
cient theatres  was  covered  by  fome 
paintings  analogous  to  the  plays  that 
were  reprefented ;  for,  according  to 
V itruvius,  the  front  itfelf  was  highly 
decorated  with  (lately  pillars;  and 
the  Marchefe  Galiani  fuppofes,  that 
it  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  pa- 
lace. Philo&etes  crawling  out  of 
his  cavern,  Prometheus  chained  to 
a  rock,  could  not  with  any  pro- 
priety be  introduced  upon  fuch  a 
fcene.  This  opinion  is  ftrongly  con- 
firmed by  a  pafTage  in  Vitruvius, 
where  he  tells  us  there  were  three 
forts  of  fcenes ;  the  tragic,  the  co- 
mic, and  the  fatyric,  each  of  them 
doubtlefs  appropriated  to  the  fubjedl 
of  the  fable  reprefented  on  the  ftage. 
He  alfo  informs  us,  that  when  JE{- 
chylus,  the  great  improver  of  the 
Grecian  ftage,  exhibited  one  of  his 
tragedies,  he  introduced  for  the  firft 
time  a  painted  fcene. v 

The  4th  chapter  treats  of  the 
%  Choragic  monument  of  Thrafyllus, 
built  318  years  before  Chrift. 
Though  not  fo  highly  ornamented 
as  the  monument  of  Lyficrates,  it 
is  however  wrought  with  great  ac- 
curacy, and  fingular  in  its  compofi- 
tion.  There  are  6  pktes  belonging 
to  this  chapter,  one  of  which  reprc- 
fents,  as  Mr.  Stuart  with  great  plau- 
sibility conje&ures,  the  ftatue  of  De- 
celia,  the  Demos  or  town  of  the  vic- 
torious tribe.  Mr.  Stuart  gives  his 
reafons  for  differing  from  Dr. Chand- 
ler, an  enlightened  traveller,  who 
took  that  ftatue  for  Niobe.  Mr. 
Stuart  proves  alfo,  almoft  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  a  doubt,  that  the 
flames  of  Demos,  mentioned  by  Pau- 
(anias,  were  not  meant  to  reprefent 
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one  Demos,  a  minion  of  Pericles,  as 
Meurfius  boldly  aflerts  it;  but  that 
they  were  allegorical  representations 
of  Demos,  the  peep  le,  perionified. 

In  the  following  extratt  Mr.  Stu- 
art has  given  us  an  account  of  fe- 
veral  particulars  relative  to  the 
Choragic  games  celebrated  at  A- 
thens  during  the  feftival  of  Bacchus. 
"It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the 
greater  Dionyfia,  or  feflival  of  Bac- 
chus, was  celebrated  by  the  Athe- 
nians with  extraordinary  magnifi- 
cence. Tragedies  and  comedies 
were  then  exhibited  in  the  theatre ; 
and  hymns  in  honour  of  Bacchus, 
accompanied  with  flutes,  were 
chaunted  by  the  chorus  in  the  O- 
deum.  On  this  occafion,  each  of  the 
Athenian  tribes  (they  were  ten  in 
number)  appointed  a  Choragus,  an 
office  attended  with  considerable  ex-  ♦ 
pence,  as  we  may  infer  from  what 
Plutarch  has  foid  in  his  difquifition, 
Whether  the  Athenians  were  mere  il~ 
lufirious  for  their  military  atcbirvc- 
mentSy  or  their  progrefs  in  fcience. 
When  the  fed ival  drew  near,  an 
emulous  contention  arofe  among  the 
Choragi,  which  fometimes  proceed- 
ed to  great  violence,  each  ftriving 
to  excel  his  competitors,  and  to  ob- 
tain the  tripod,  which  was  the  prize 
gained  by  that  Choragus  to  whom 
the  victory  (hould  be  adjudged.  His 
difburfements  did  not  finifh  with  his* 
viclory;  there  Hill  remained  for  him 
the  charge  of  dedicating  the  tripod 
he  had  won,'  and  probably  that  of 
erecling  a  little  edifice,  or  temple, 
on  which  to  place  it,  fuch  as  is  de- 
fcribed  in  the  prefent  chapter. 
Thus  Nicias  is  faid  to  have  erected 
a  temple  whereon  to  place  the  tri- 
pod he  had  won.  Nor  fhall  we  won- 
der that  the  honour  of  gaining  a 
tripod  was  fo  anxioufly  and  earned* 
ly  contended  for,  fmcc,  thus  won 

M  3  and 
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and  dedicated,  it  became  a  family 
honour,  and  was  appealed  to  as  an 
authentic  teftimony  of  the  merit  and 
virtue  of  the  perfon  who  obtained 
it;  as  we  learn  from  Ifaus,  in  his 
oration  concernirfg  the  inheritance' 
of  Apollodorus,  where  he  thus  ad- 
drefles   his  judges:    '  What  office 
did  he  not  completely  fill?   What 
ium  was  he  not  the  fir  ft  to  contri- 
bute ?  In  what  part  of  his  duty  was 
he  deficient?  Being  Choragus,  he 
obtained  the  prize  with  the  chorus 
of  boys  which  he  gave ;  and  yonder 
tripod  remains  a  monument  of  his 
liberality  on  that  occafion.'      And 
again,  in  his  oration  concerning  the 
inheritance  of  Diogenes,  he  fays  : 
*  Yet  our  anceftors,  O  judges !  who 
firft  acquired  this  eftate,  and  left  it 
to  their  defcendants,  were  Choragi 
in  all  the  Choragic  games :    they 
Contributed  liberally  to  the  expences 
Of  the  war,  and  continually  had  the 
command  of  the  triremes  which  they 
equipped.     Of  thefe  noble  acts,  the 
confecrated   offerings'   with    which 
they  were  able,  from  what  remain- 
ed of  their  fortune,  to  decorate  the 
temples,    are    no    lefs    undeniable 
proofs,  than  they  are  lairing  monu- 
ments of  their  virtue;  for  they  de- 
dicated, in  the  temple  of  Bacchus, 
the  tripods,  which,  being  Choragi, 
and  victorious,  they  bore  away  from 
their  competitors ;  thofe  aHb  in  the 
Pythium    and    in    the    Acropolis, 
&c.'-— I  mould,  however,  obferve, 
that  fometimes  the  public  defrayed 
the  expence  of  the  chorus,  as  ap- 
pears by  two  of  the  inferiptions  on 
this  monument.    There  is  a  paffage 
quoted  from  Paufanias,  in  our  firft: 
Volume,  p.  30,  from  which  we  muft 
Conclude  that  thefe  monuments  were 
linmerous.     He  there  tells  us  of  a 
£l?C2  in  Athens  called  the  Tripods, 
lyith  temple*  in  it,*  not  great  ones, 


I  imagine,  as  the  printed  copies 
have  it,  but  Choragic  temples ;  for 
On  them,  he  fays,  ftand  tripods 
well  worth  feeing,  although  they 
are  of  brafs.  Harpocration  men- 
tions a  treatife  written  by  Helio- 
dorus,  defcribing  thefe  Choragic 
tripods  of  Athens ;  and  cites  it  to 
prove  that  Onetor  had  been  a  Cho- 
ragus." 

In  the  5  th  chapter  wet  have  an 
account  of  the  Propylea.     The  ig- 
nominious death  of  the  Kiflar  Aga, 
occafio'ned   difturbances  which  ex- 
tended to  Atheris,  and  drove  Mr. 
Stuart  and  Mr.  Revett  from  that 
place    before   they   had  completed 
what  they  intended  to  perform.  But 
in  the   year    1764,   the    Dilettanti 
Society  fent  Meflrs.   Revett,  Pars, 
and  Chandler,  to  vifit  fome  of  the 
moft  celebrated  antiquities  of  Alia 
Minor.     Thefe  gentlemen  in  their 
way  homewards  piaffed  through  A- 
thens,  and  among  various  drawings 
they  made  of  different  objects,  they 
did  not  forget  the  Propylea ;  and  it 
is ,  to  the   generofity  of  the  Dilet- 
tanti Society  that  the  fecond  volume 
is  indebted  for  the  Propylea.    This 
building,   according    %o    Paufanias, 
was  fituated  at  the  only  entrance  of 
the  citadel.     It  was  covered  with 
roofs  of  white  marble,  furpafiing  in 
magnificence  any  thing  he  had  ken 
before.     On  the  right  of  the  Pro- 
pylea was  a  temple  of  Victory  with- 
out wings ;  on  the  left,  a  building 
adorned    with,   paintings.      Thefe 
three  contiguous  edifices  originally 
formed  but  one  front.     Spon  and 
Wheler  miftook  the  real  fituation  of 
the  temple  of  Victory  without  wings, 
owing  to  the  alteration  the  Turks 
have  made  in  thePropy!ea,by  fhutting 
up  the  former  paflkge,  and  opening 
another  entrance.     The  little  Ionic 
temple,  wh,ich  they  miftook  for  that 

of 
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of  Victory,  feems  to  have  been  that 
of  Aglauros,  a  generous  virgin,  who 
devoted  herfelf  for  her  country. 

After  the  five  chapters  follows  an 
explanation  of  the  vignettes.  The 
tail-piece  at  the  end  of  the. 5th 
chapter  exhibits  the  portrait  of  the 
illuftrious  Pericles,  copied  from  a 
very  fine  antique  bull  in  the  collec- 
tion of  Mr.  Townley. 


Travels  to  difcoqjer  the  Source  of  the 
Nile,  in  the  years  1 768-69-70-7 1  - 
72-73,  in  fi<ve  tvols.  By  James 
Bruce,  £/*Kinnaird,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

THIS  long-expected  work  has 
now  been  fome  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  public ;  and  it  was  re- 
ceived at  its  firft  appearance  with 
an  eagernefs  of  curiolity  propor- 
tioned to  the  nature  of  the  fubject. 
It  opens  with  a  loyal  dedication  to 
his  raajefty,  and  with  a  long  intro- 
duction, explanatory  of  the  motives 
upon  which  thefe  travels  were  un- 
dertaken, the  order  and  manner  in 
which  they  were  executed,  and  of 
the  reafons  which  fo  long  withheld 
them  from  the  public  eye. 

The  principal  motive  Mr.  Bruce 
refers  to  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
raifed  in  this  nation  (in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  majefty's  reign)  by  a 
long  and  glorious  war,  and  which 
he  obferves  yery  naturally  refolvcd 
"itfelf  into  a  fpirit  of  adventure  and 
inquiry  at  the  return  of  peace. 
How  largely  our  author  partook  of 
this  fpirit,  will  bell  appear  from  his 
own  words — "  The  difcovcr'yof  the 
fource  of  the  Nile  was  alfo  a  fubject 
of  thefe  converfations  [with  the  late 
lord  Hallifax]  but  it  was  always 
mentioned  to  me  with  a  kind  of  dif- 
fidence, as  if  to  be  expected  from  a 
xnore  experienced  traveller.     Whe- 


ther this  was  but  another  way  of 
exciting  me  to  the  attempt,  I  fhall 
not  fay ;  but  my  heart  in  that  in- 
iiant  did  me  juftice  to  fuggeft,  that 
this  too  was  either  to  be  atchieved 
by  me,  or  to  remain,  as  it  had  done 
for  thefe  laft  two  thoufand  years,  a 
defiance  to  all  travellers,  and  an  op- 
probrium to  geography." 

Of  the  book  itfelf,  Mr.  Bruce  ob- 
ferves, that  it  is  a  large  one,  and 
expenfive  by  the  number  of  en- 
gravings ;  that  this  was  not  at  firft 
intended,  but  that  the  journey  had 
proved  a  long  one,  an4  matter  had 
increafed  as  it  were  infenfibly  under 
his  hands ;  that  it  now  fills  a  great 
chafm  in  the  hiflory  of  the  uni- 
verfe ;  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
refemble  the  generality  of  modern 
travels,  the  agreeable  and  rational 
amufement  of  one  vacant  day,  but 
calculated  to  employ  a  greater  ipace 
of  time.  He  adds  alfo,  that  thofe 
who  are  the  bell  acquainted  with 
Diodorus,  Herodotus,  and  other 
Greek  hillori/.ns,  will  find  fome  ve- 
ry confiderable  difficulties  removed; 
and  that  fuch  as  are  unacquainted 
with  thofe  authors,  and  receive  from 
this  work  the  firft  information  of  the 
geography,  c'tmate,  and  manners  of 
thefe  countries,  which  are  little  al- 
tered, will  have  no  great  occafion  to 
regret  that  they,  have  not  fearched 
for  information  in  more  ancient 
fources. 

The  order  and  matter  of  the 
work  is  thus  defcribed  hy  Mr. 
Bruce : 

«  The  work  begins  with  my •. 
voyage  from  Sidon  to  Alexandria, 
and  up  the  Nile  to  the  firft  cataract. 
The  reader  will  not  expect  that  I 
fhould  dwell  long  upon  the  particu- 
lar hiflory  of  Egypt;  every  other 
year  has  furnifhed  us  with  fome  ac- 
count of  it,  good  or  bad;  and  the  two 
M  4  )aJk 
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laft  publications  of  M,  Savary  and 
Volney  feem  to  have  left  the  fub- 
jecl  threadbare—- This  however  is  not 
the  only  reafon. 

"  After  Mr.  Wood/  and  Mr. 
Dawkins  had  publifhed  their  Ruins 
of  Pa'rayra,  the  late  king  of  Den- 
mark, at  his  own  expence,  fent  out 
a  number  of  men,  eminent  in  their 
feveral  profeflions,  to  make  difco- 
veries  in  the  Eaft,  of  every  kind, 
with  thefe  very  flattering  inftruc- 
tions,  that  though  they  might  and 
ought  to  vifit  both  Baalbec  and 
Palmyra  fbt  their  own  ftudies  and 
improvement,  yet  he  prohibited 
them  to  fo  far  interfere  with  what 
the  Englifh  travellers  had  done,  as 
to  form  any  plan  of  another  work 
limilar  to  theirs.  This  compliment 
was  gratefully  received ;  and  as  I 
was  directly  to  follow  this  million, 
Mr.  Wood  defired  mc  to  return  it, 
and  to  abftain  as  much  as  poflible 
from  writing  on  the  fame  fubjedts 
chofen  by  M.  Niebuhr,  at  lea  ft  to 
abftain  either  from  criticifing  or 
differing  from  him  on  fuch  fubjects. 
I  have  therefore  pafTed  (lightly 
'  over  Egypt  and  Arabia  :  perhaps 
indeed  I  have  faid  enough  of  both  ; 
if  any  fhall  be  of  another  opinion, 
they  may  have  recourfe  to  M. 
Niebuhr's  more  copious  work ;  he 
was  the  only  perfon  of  fix  who  lived 
to  come  home,  the  reft  having  died 
in  different  parts  of  Arabia,  with- 
out having  been  able  to  enter  Abyf- 
finia,  one  of  the  objects  of  their 
miffion. 

"  My  leaving  Egypt  is  followed 
by  my  furvey  of  the  Arabian  gulph 
as  far  as  the  Indian  ocean — arrival 
at  Mafuah  —  fome  account  of  the 
firft  peopling  of  Atbara  and  Abyf- 

*  1  Rings,  chap.  x.  ver.  22. 
chap.  ix.  ver.  21. 


finia  —  conjectures  concerning  fao« 
guage  —  firft  ages  of  the  India* 
trade-— foundation  of  the  Abyffinian 
monarchy,  and  various  revolutions 
till  the  Jewifh  usurpation,  about  the 
year  900.  Thefe  compofe  the  irft 
volume." 

We  fhall  felect  from  this  volume 
the  following  extract,  in  which  th* 
author  has  attempted,  and  we  think 
not  without  fucQefs,.  to  aicertain  the 
fituation  of  Ophir  and  Tarfhiih, 
rendered  famous  by  the  triennial 
voyages  made  thither  in  the  time 
of  king  David  and  Solomon. 

«  Many  doubts  have  arifen  about 
a  port  called  Qphir,  whence  the 
immenfe  quantities  of  gold  and  ulver 
came,  which  were  neceflaryat  this 
time,  when  provifion.  was  making 
for  building  the  temple  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  In  what  part  of  the  world 
this  Ophir  was,  has  not  been  yet 
agreed.  Connected  with  this  voy- 
age, too,  was  one  to  Tarfliifh,  which 
fuffers  the  fame  difficulties ;  one  and 
the  fame  fleet  performed  them  both 
in  the  fame  feafon. 

"  In  order  to  come  to  a  certainty 
where  this  Ophir  was,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  examine  what  fcripture 
fays  of  it,  and  to  keep  precifely  to 
every  thing  like  defcription  which 
we  can  find  there,  without  indulg- 
ing our  fancy  farther.  -Firft,  then, 
the  trade  to  Ophir  was  carried  on 
from  the  Elanitic  gulf  through  the 
Indian  ocean.  Secondly,  the  re- 
turns were  gold,  filver,  and  ivory, 
but  efpecially  filver*.  Thirdly, 
the  time  of  the  going  and  coming  of 
the  fleet  was  precifely  three  years  f, 
at  no  period  more  nor  lefs. 

"  Now,  if  Solomon's  fleet  failed 
from  the  Elanitic  gulf  to  the  Indian 

+  1  Kings,  chap.  x.  ver.  %z,    %  Chron. 
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#cean,  this  voyage  of  necefljtjr  muft 
have  been  made  by  monfoons,  for 
no  other  winds  reign  in  that  ocean. 
And,  what  certainly  (hews  this- was 
the  cafe,  is  the  precife  term  of  three 
years,  in  which  the  fleet  went  and 
came  between  Ophir  and  Ezion- 
gaber.  For  it  is  plain,  fo  as  to  fu- 
perfede  the  neceffity  of  proof  or 
argument,  that,  had  this  voyage 
been  made  with  variable  winds,  no 
limited  term  of  years  ever  could 
have  been  obferved  in  its  going  and 
returning.  The  fleet  might  have 
returned  from*  Ophir  in  two  years, 
in  three,  four,  or  Ave  years ;  but, 
with  variable  winds,  the  return  pre- 
cifely  in  three  years  was  not  poflible, 
whatever  part  of  the  globe  Ophir 
might  be  fituated  in. 

"  Neither  Spain  nor  Peru  could 
be  Ophir;,  part  of  thefe  voyages 
mail  have  been  made  by  variable 
winds,  and  the  return  confequently 
uncertain.  The  -ifland  of  Ceylon, 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  could  not  be 
Ophir;  the  voyage  thither  is  indeed 
made  by  monfoons,  but  we  have 
fliewed  that  a  year  is  all  that  can  be 
fpent  in  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies; 
beudes,  Ceylon  has  neither  gold  nor 
filver,  though  it  has  ivory.  St. 
Domingo  has  neither  gold,  nor  fil- 
ver, nor  ivory.  When  the  Tyrians 
discovered  Spain,  they  found  a  pro- 
fufion  of  filver  in  huge  maifes,  but 
this  they  brought  to  Tyre  by  the 
Mediterranean,  and  then  fent  it  to 
the  Red  Sea  over  land  to  anfwer  the 
returns  from  India.  Tarfliifh,  too, 
is  not  found  to  be  a  port  in  any  of 
thefe  voyages,  fo  that  part  of  the 
defcription  fails,  nor  were  there  ever 
elephants  bred  in  Spain. 

'*  Thefe  mines  of  Ophir  were 


probably  what  furnifhed  the  Eaft 
with  gold  in  the  earlieft  times ; 
great  traces  of  excavation  muft, 
therefore,  have  appeared;  yet  in 
none  of  the  places  juft  mentioned  - 
are  there  great  remains  of  any  mines 
that  have  been  wrought.  The  an- 
cient traces  of  filver  mines,  in  Spain 
are  not  to  be  found,  and  there  ne- 
ver were  any  of  gold.  John  Doa 
Santos  *,  a  Dominican  friar,,  fays, 
that  on  the  eoail  of  Africa,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Sofala,  the  mainland 
oppoiite  to  Madagafcar,  there  are 
mines  of  gold  and  filver,  than 
which  none  can  be  more  abundant, 
efpecially  in  filver.  They  bear  the 
traces  of  having  been  wrought 
from  the  earlieft  ages.  They  were 
actually  open  and  working  when 
the  Portuguefe  conquered  that  part 
of  the  peninfula,  and  were  proba- 
bly given  up  fince  the  difcovery  of 
the  new  world,  rather  from  politi-' 
cal  than  any  other  reafons. 

"  John  Dos  Santos  fays,  that  he 
landed  at  Sofala  in  the  year  15  86  ; 
that  he  failed  up  the  great  rive? 
Cuama  as  far  as  Tete,  where,  al-  , 
ways  defirous  to  be  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  gold,  his  order  had 
placed  their  convent.  Thence  he 
penetrated  for  above  two  hundred 
leagues  into  the  country,  and  faw 
the  gold  mines  then,  working,  at  a 
mountain  called  Afura  f.  At  a 
confiderable  diflance  from  thefe  are 
the  filver  mines  of  Chicoua ;  at  both 
places  tliGre  is  a  great  appearance 
of  ancient  excavations;  and  at  both 
places  the  houfes  of  the  kings  are 
built  with  mud  and  ftraw,  whilft 
there  are  large  remains  of  mafl'y 
buildings  of  Hone  and  lime. 

"  It  is  a  tradition  which  gene- 


*  Vid.  Voyage  of  Dos  Santos,  publiflied  by  Le  Grande, 
t  See  the  map  of  this  voyage. 
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rally  obtains  in  that  country,  that 
thefe  works  belonged*  to  the  queen 
of  Saba,  and  were  built  at  the  time, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  the  trade  on 
the  Red  Sea :  this  tradition-  is 
common  to  all  the  Cafrs  in  that 
country.  Eupolemus,  an  ancient 
author  quoted  by  Eufebius  *,  fpeak- 
ing  of  David,  fays,  that  he  built 
fhips  at .  Eloth,  a  city  in  Arabia* 
and  thence  fent  miners,  or,  as  he 
calls  them,  '  metal-men,'  to  Orphi, 
or  Ophir,  an  ifland  in  the  Red  Sea. 
Now,  by  the  Red  Sea,  he  under- 
flands  the  Indian  ocean  f ;  and  by 
Orphi,  he  probably  meant  the  ifland 
of  Madagafcar ;  or  Orphi,  (or 
Ophir)  might  have  been  the  name 
of  the  continent,  inftead  of  Sofala, 
that  is,  Sofala  where  the  mines  are 
might  have  been  the  mainland  of 
Orphi. 

"  The  kings  of  the  ifles  are  often 
mentioned  in  this  voyage ;  Socotra, 
Madagafcar,  the  Commorras,  and 
many  other  fmall  iflands  thereabout, 
are  probably  thofe  the  fcripture 
calls  the  Ifln*  All,  then,  at  laft 
reduces  it felf  to  the  finding  a  place, 
cither  Sofala,  or  any  other  place 
adjoining,  to  it,  which  avowedly  can 
fumiih  gold,,  filver,  and  ivory  in 
quantity,  has  large  tokens  of  an- 
cient excavations,  and  is  at  the  fame 
time  .under  fuch  rcitrictions  from 
inonfoons,'  that  three  years  are  ab- 
folutely  neceflfary  to  perform  the 
voyage,  that  it  needs  no  more,  and 
cannot  be  done  in  lefs,  and  this  is 
Ophir." 

Mr.  Bruce  then  endeavours  to 
demonftrate,by  tracing  the  fuppofed 
track  of  the  fhips  from  Ebion-gaber 
to  Sofala,  and  calculating  the  effects 
of  the  monfoons,  that  this  voyage 


thither  and  back  again  conld  not 
be  performed  in  more  orvlefs  time 
than  three  years  .exactly,  and  con* 
fequtmtly  that  the  mines  of  Dos 
Santo*  were  thofe  which  furnilhcd 
Paleftine  with  gold  and  filver.  This 
argument  he  has  further  confirmed 
by  another  drawn  from  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  the  flames  of  feveral  places 
which  lie  in  the  courfe  of  the  voy- 
age. 

The  fecond  volume  takes  up  the 
Abyflinian  hiilory  at  the  reftoration 
of  the  line  of  Solomon.  This  hif- 
tory,  Mr.  Bruce  inform  os,  is  com* 
piled  from  their  own  annals*  now 
firft  tranflated  from  the  Ethiopic; 
the  original  of  which  has  been 
lodged  in  the  Britifh  Mufeom,  t6 
fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  the  public. 

In  the  hiftorical  parts  of  this 
work,  which  occupies  a  confidera- 
ble  portion  of  the  firft  and  the  whole 
of  the  fecond  volume,  we  apprehend 
the  reader  will  not  meet  either  with 
ufeful  inilruction  or  entertainment 
proportionate  to  his  labour.  Indeed, 
when  we  confider  that  the  materials 
from  which  it  is  compiled  muft  have 
been  furniihed  by  a  people  of  the 
molt  grofs  ignorance  and  difgufting 
barbarity,  a  great  deal  will  not  be 
expected.  Of  the  religion,  cuftoms, 
and  manners  of  the  Abyffinians,  and 
of  the  characters  of  feveral  of  the 
principal  perfons  who  were  living  at 
the  time  our  author  refided  in  the 
country,  a  very  accurate,  and,  we 
fuppofc,  faithful  account  is  given. 

The  following  relation  of  their 
meals,  taken  from  the  third  volume, 
we  conceive  our  readers  will  think 
fufHcient  upon  the  fubject  of  Abyf* 
finian  manners. 

"  When  a  man  can  fay  that  he  is 


*  Apud.  Eufeb.  Prcep.  Evang.  lib.  9. 

f  Dion/fii  Periegefi?,  ver.  3*.  and  Comment.  Euftathii  in  eundem,       Strabo, 
lib.  16.  p.  765.     Agathunen  Geographiaj.lib.  2«  cap.  ii*    . 
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lafe  at  home,  and  the  fpear  and 
ihield  is  hung  up  in  the  hall,  a 
iiumber  of  people  of  the  bed  fafhi- 
on  in  the  villages  of  both  fexef, 
fcoortiers  in  the  palace,  or  Citizens 
in  the  town,  meet  together  to  dine 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock.  * 
ts  Aiong  table  is  fet  in  the  middle 
of  a  large  room,  and  benches  be- 
fide  it  for  a  number  of  guefts  who 
are  invited.  Tables  and  benches 
the  Portuguefe  introduced  amongft 
them:  but  bull-hides  fpread  upon 
the  ground  ferved  them  before,  as 
fliey  do  in  the  camp 'and  country 
now.  A  cow  or  bull,  one  or  more 
as  the  company  is  numerous,  is 
brought  clofe  to  the  door,  and  his 
feet  ftrongly  tied.  The  dewlap  is 
cut  only  fo  deep  as  to  arrive  at  the 
fat,  of  which  it  totally  confifts ;  and? 
by  the  feparation  of  a  few  fmall 
blood  vefTels,  fix  or  feven  drops  of 
blood  only  fall  upon  the  ground. 

f(  Having  fatisfied  the  Mofaical 
Law,  according  to  his  conception, 
by  pouring  thefe  fix  or  feven  drops 
upon  the  ground,  two  or  more  of 
them  fall  to  work  on  the  back  of  the 
beaft,  and  each  fide  of  the  fpine  they 
cut  fkin  deep;    then  putting  their 
fingers  between  the  fjefh  and  the 
fldn,  they  begin  to  ftrip  the  hide  of 
the  animal  half  way  down  his  ribs, 
and  fo  on  to  the  buttock,  cutting 
the  fkin  where-ever  it  hinders  them 
commodioufly  to  ftrip  _the  poor  ani- 
mal bare.     All  the  flefh  on  the  but- 
tocks is  cut  off  thus,  and  in  folid 
fquare    pieces,    without    bones    or 
much  effufion   of  blood;    and  the 
prodigious  noife  the  animal  makes 
is  a  fignal  for  the  company  to  fit 
down  to  table. 

"  There  are  then  laid  before  every 
gueft,  inftead  of  plates,  round  cakes, 
if  I  may  fo  call  them,  about  twice 
as  bi£  as  a  pancake,  and  fomething 


thicker  and  tougher.  It  is  unlea-* 
vened  bread  of  a  fourifh  tafte,  far 
from  being  difagreeable,  and  very 
efafily  digefted,  made  of  a  grain 
Called  teff*  It  is  of  different  co- 
lours, from  black  Nto  the  colour  of 
the  whiteft  wheat  bread.  Three  or 
four  of  thefe  cakes  arc  generally 
put  uppermoft  for  the  food  of  the 
perfon  oppofite  to  whofe  feat  they 
are  placed.  Beneath  thefe  are  four 
or  five  of  ordinary  bread,  and  of  a 
blackifh  kind.  Thefe  {crvt  the 
mailer  <o  wipe  his  fingers  upon, 
and  afterwards  the  fervant  for  bread 
to  his  dinner. 

"Twoor three  fervantstherfcome, 
each  with  a  fquare  piece  of  beef  on 
their  bare  hands*  laying  it  upon  the 
cakes  of  teff,  placed  like  dimes 
down  the  table,  without  cloth  or 
anything  elfe  beneath  them.  *JJy 
this  time  all  the  guefts  have  knives 
in  their  hands,  and  the  men  have 
the  large  crooked  ones,  which  they 
put  to  all  forts  of  ufes  during  the 
times  of  war.  The  women  have 
frriall  clafp  knives,  fuch  as  the  worft 
of  the  kind  made  at  Birmingham, 
fold  for  a  penny  each. 

"  The  company  are  fo  ranged,  that 
one  man  fits  between  two  women ; 
the  man  with  his  long  knife^cuts  a 
thin  piece,  which  would  be  thought 
a  good  beef-ftake  in  England,  while 
you  fee  the  motion  of  the  fibres  yet 
perfectly  diftinct  and  alive  in  the 
flefh.  No  man  in  Abyflinia,  of  any 
fafhion  whatever,  feeds  himfelf,  or 
touches  his  own  meat.  The  wo- 
men take  the  fteak,  and  cut  it 
lengthways  like  firings,  about  the  . 
thicknefs  of  your  little  finger,  then 
crofsways  into  fquare  pieces  fome- 
thing fmaller  than  dice.  This  they 
lay  upon  a  piece  of  •  teff  bread, 
ftrongit  powdered  with  black  pep- 
per, or  Cayenne  pepper,  and  fofiil* 

(alt; 
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fait ;  they  then  wrap  it  up  in  the 
teJF  bread  like  a  cartridge. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  man  hav- 
ing put  up  his  knife,  with  each  hand 
reiiing  upon  his  neighbour's  knee, 
Ids  body  looping,  his  head  low  and 
forward,  and  mouth  open,  very  like 
an  ideot,  turns  to  the  one  whofe 
Cartridge  is  firft  ready,  who  fluffs 
the  whole  of  it  into  his  mouth, 
which  is  fo  full  that  he  is  in  con- 
ilant  danger  of  being  choked.  This 
is  a,  mark  of  grandeur.  The  greater 
the  man  would  feem  to  be,  the  lar- 
ger piece  he  takes  in  his  mouth; 
and  the  more  noife  he  makes  in 
chewing  it  the  more  polite  he  is 
thought  to  be.  They  have  indeed 
a  proverb  that  fays,  "  Beggars  and 
thieves  only  eat  fmall  pieces,  or 
\  without  making  a  noife."  Having 
difpatched  this  morfel,  which  he 
does  very  expeditioufly,  his  next 
female  neighbour  holds  forth  ano- 
ther cartridge,  which  goes  the  fame 
way,  and  fo  on  till  he  is  fatisfied. 
He  never*  drinks  till  he  has  finifhed 
eating ;   and  before  he  begins,  in 

fratitude  to  the  fair  ones  that  fed 
im,  he  makes  up  two  fmall  rolls, 
of  the  fame  kind  and  form ;  each  of 
his  neighbours  open  their  mouths  at 
the  fame  time,  while  with  each  hand 
be  puts  their  portion  into  their 
mouths.  He  then  falls  to  drinking 
out  of  a  large  handfome  horn ;  the 
ladies  eat  till  thev  are  fatisfied,  and 
then  all  drink  together,  "  Vive  la 

*  7°y*  *{  1*  7eun*j(fe  •/"  A  great  deal 
«f  mirth  and  joke  goes  round,  very 
feldom  with  any  mixture  of  acri- 
mony or  ill-humour. 

*s  All  this  time  the  unfortunate 
vi&im  at  the  door  is  bleeding  in- 
deed but  bleeding  little.  As  long 
as  they  can  cut  off  the  flefh  from 
his  bones,  they  do  not  meddle  with 
the  *thighs  or  the  parts  where  the 


great  arteries  are.  At  laft  they 
fall  upon  the  thighs  Iikewife;  and 
foon  after  the  animal  bleeding  to 
death,  becomes  fo  tough,  that  the 
canibals  who  have  the  reft  of  it  to 
eaf,  find  very  hard  work  to  feparate 
the  flefh  from  the  bones  with  their 
teeth  like  dogs. 

"  Irt  the  mean  time  thofe  within 
are  very  much  elevated;  Love 
lights  all  its  fires,  and  every  thing 
is.  permitted  with  abfolute  freedom. 
There  is  no  coynef  s,  no  delays,  no 
peed  of  appointments  or  retirement 
to  gratify  their  wifhes;  there  are 
no  rooms  but  one,  in  which  they 
facrifice  both  to  Bacchus  and  to  Ve- 
nus. The  two  men  neareft  theva- 
cuum  a  pair  have  made,  by  leaving 
their  feats,  hold  their  upper  gar- 
ment like  a  fcreen  before  the  two 
that  have  left  the  bench;  and,  if 
we  may  judge  by  found,  they  feem 
to'  think  it  as  great  a  fhame  to 
make  love  in  filence  as  to  eat.  Re- 
placed in  their  feats  again,  the 
company  drink  the  happy,  couple's 
health;  and  their  example  is  fol- 
lowed at  different  ends  of  the  table, 
as  each  couple  is  difpofed.  AH 
this  pafTes  without  remark  or  fcan- 
dal;  not  a  licentious  word  is  ut- 
tered, nor  the  molt  diftant  joke 
upon  the  tranfa&ion." 

The  author,  aware  of  the  impro- 
bability of  this  relation,  has  iri  ano- 
ther place,  after  giving  an  account 
of  the  like  procefs  ufed  by  theAbyf- 
finian  foldiers  in  the  field,  with  this- 
additional  circumftance,  that  after  a 
fmall  party  had  fatisfied  their  hunger, 
the.  fkin  of  the  mangled  animal  was 
replaced  upon  the  wounded  part, 
and  the  beaft  was  then  driven  on 
before  them  to  furnilh  a  future 
meal,  has  added  the  following  apo- 
logy. 

«  When  firfl  I  mentioned  this  in 

England, 
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England,  as  one  of  the  angularities 
which  prevailed  in  this  barbarous 
country,  I  was  told  by  my  friends 
it  was  not   believrd.     I  aflced  the 
reafon  of  thi  >  difbelief,  and  was  an- 
fwered,  that  people  who  had  never 
been  out  of  their  own  country,  and 
others   well   acquainted    with   the 
manners  of  the  world,  for  they  had 
travelled  as  far  as  France,  had  a- 
greed  the  thing  was  impoflible,  and 
therefore   it   was   fo.    My    friends 
counfelled  me  further,  that  as  thefe 
men  were  infallible,  and  had  each 
the  leading  of  a  circle,  I  (hould  by 
all  means  obliterate  this  from   my 
journal,  and  not  attempt  to  incul- 
cate in  the  minds  of  my  readers  the 
belief  of  a  thing  that  men  who  had 
travelled  pronounced  to  be  impof- 
fible.  They  fuggefted  to  me,  in  the 
moil  friendly  manner,  how  rudely  a 
very  learned  and  worthy  traveller 
had   been   treated,   for   daring    to 
maintain  that  he  had  eat  part  of  a 
lior»,  a  itory  I  have  already  taken 
notice  of  in  my  Introduction.  They 
f.»id,  that  being  convinced  by  theie 
connoifleurs  his  having  eaten  any. 
part  of  a  lion  was  imfcjphle,  he  had 
abandoned  this  afllrtion  altogether, 
and  after  only  mentioned  it   in  an 
appendix ;  and  this  was  the  fartheil 
I  could  poflibly  venture. 

"  Far  from  bting  a  convert  to 
fuch  prudential  reafons,  I  muft  for 
ever  profefs  openly,  that  I  think 
tbem  unworthy  of  me.  To  repre- 
fent  as  truth  a  thing  I  know  to 
be  a  falfehood,  not  to  avow  a  truth 
which  I  know  I  ought  to  declare; 
the  one  is  fraud,  the  other  cowar- 
dice: I  hope  I  am  equally  diftant 
from  them  both;  and  I  pledge  my- 
fielf  never  to  retracl  the  fadl  here 
advanced,  that  the  Abyflinians  do 
feed  in  common  upon  live  flelh;  and 
that  I  myfelf  have,  for  feveral  years, 
been  partaker  of  that  difagreeable 


and  beaftly  diet :  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  no  doubt,  when  time  (hall  be 
given  to  read  this  hiltory  to  an 
end,  there  will  be  very  few,  if  they 
have  candour  enough  to  own  it, 
that  wilf  not  be  alhamed  of  ever 
having  doubted." 

The  third  volume,  fays  the  au* 
thor,  comprehends  my  journey  from 
Mafuah  to  Gondar,  and  the  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  Abyflinians 
— alfo  two  attempts  to  arrive  at  the 
fountains  of  the  Nile — defcription,  of 
thefe  fources,  and  of  every  thing  re- 
lating to  that  river  and  its  inunda- 
tions. 

The  reades  may  not  be  difpleafed 
to  learn  the  ftate  of  Mr.  Bruce** 
feelings  at  the  moment  he  was  ap- 
proaching to  the  accomplifhment  of 
his  favourite  object.  «•  We  faw,"  he 
obferves, « immediately  below  us  the 
Nile  itfelf,  ftrangely  diminimed  in, 
fize,  and  now  only  a  brook  that  had 
fcarcely  water  to  turn  a  mill.  I 
could  not  fatiate  myfelf  with  the 
fight,  revolving  in  my  mind  all  thofe 
claflical  prophecies  that  had  given 
the  Nile  up  to  perpetual  obfeurity 
and  concealment.  The  lines  of 
the  poet  came  immediately  into  my 
mind,  and  I  enjoyed  here,  for  the 
firft  time,  the  triumph  which  already, 
by  the  protection  of  Prpvidence 
and  my  own  intrepidity,  {  had 
gained  over  all  that  were  powerful 
and  all  that  were  learned,  fince  the 
remotefl  antiquity. 

Arcanum   natura  caput   non   prodidit 

ulli, 
Ncc  licnit   populis  parvum  te,  Nile, 

videre, 
Amovicque  finus,  ct  gentes  maiuir  or» 

'  tus 
Mirari,  quam  none  tuos»" 

Lucas, 

In  another  place—"  I  after  this 
came  to  the  ifland  of  green  tur£ 
which  was  in  form  of  an  altar,  ap- 
parently 
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parently  the  work  of  art,  and  I 
Rood  in  rapture  over  the  principal 
fountain  which  rifes  in  the  middle 
of  it. 

"  It  is  eafier  to  guefs  than  to  de- 
fcribe  the  fituation  of  my  mind  at 
that  moment — ftanding  in  that  fpot 
which  had  baffled  the  genius,  in- 
duftry,  and  inquiry  of  both  ancients 
and  moderns,  for  the  courfe  of  near 
3000  years.  Kings  had  attempted 
this  diicovery  at  the  head  of  armies, 
and  each    expedition    was    diftinr 

fuifhed  from  the  laft,  only  by  the 
ifference  of  the  numbers  which 
had  pe rimed ;  and  agreed  alone  in 
the  difappointment  which  had  uni- 
formly and  without  exception  fol- 
lowed them  all.  Fame,  riches,  and 
honour,  had  been  held  out  for  a 
feries  of  ages  to  every  individual  of 
thofe  myriads  thele  princes  com- 
manded, without  having  produced 
one  man  capable  of  gratifying  the 
curiofity  of  his  fovercign,  wiping 
oiF  this  ftain  upon  the  enterprife 
and  abilities  of  mankind,  or  adding 
this  defideratum  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  geography. 

"  Sefoitris,  one  of  the  earlieft 
and  greateft  conquerors  of  anti- 
quity, is  mentioned,  amidft  all  his 
victories,  earneftly  to  have  defired 
to  penetrate  to  the  head  of  the 
Nile,  as  a  glory  he  preferred  to  al- 
moit  univerfal  monarchy : 

Venit  ad  occafum,  mundique  extrema 

Sefoftris, 
Et    Pharios    currus   regum  cervicibus 

egit: 
Ante    tamen   veftros    amnes,    Rhoda- 

numque  Padumque, 
Quam  Nilum  de  fonte  bibit.**- 

LUCAK. 

Whilfl  Mr.  Bruce  was  congratu- 
lating himfelf  in  this  drain  of  ex- 
ultation* upon  the  fuccefs  of  hi&  la- 
bours, it  is  hardly  poifible  to  fuppofe 


that  he  knew,  nor  yet  fair  to  eoi* 
dude  him  ignorant,  that  his  difcor 
very  was  a  mere  nullity,  and  his 
triumph  over  the  antients  an  empty 
boaft.  Not  to  enter  into  his  ail- 
pute  with  the  jefuits,  it  is  evident 
that  the  dream  whofe  fource  he  dis- 
covered, is  but  one  of  the  innume- 
rable rivulets  which  form  the  lake 
of  DambecaorTzana,  and  that  this 
lake  may  perhaps,  with  more  pro- 
priety, be  called  the  head  of  the  Nile, 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  Mr.  D'Anville 
has  clearly  (hewn,  that  the  Nile, 
whofe  fource  the  ancients  fought 
for,  was  a  different  river,  or  at  lead  a 
fouthern  branch  ofthe  EgyptianNile. 
Befides,  the  mod  judicious  critics 
are  of  opinion,  that  when  the  an- 
cients fpeak  of  the  hidden  fources 
of  the  Nile,  they  generally  fpeak 
metaphorically  and  mean,  the  caufes 
of  its  inundation.  Nor  yet  were 
thefe  unknown  to  them,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  the  account  which  Hero- 
dotus gives  of.  information  he  re- 
ceived in  Egypt,  and  which  agrees 
in  almolt  every  particular  with  that 
given  by  our  author.  Indeed  Mr. 
Bruce  himfelf  acknowledges,  that  ■ 
his  theory  is  the  fame  with  that  of 
Dcmocritus  of  Abdera,  recited 
amongft  feverai  others  by  Diodoros 
Siculus.  The  following  extract 
contains  the  fubflance  of  the  argu- 
ment by  which  he  fupports  his  opi- 
nion. 

"  Modern  travellers  have  found 
that  the  plentiful  fall  of  the  tropical 
rains,  produced  every  year  at  the 
fame  time,  by  the  adlion  of  a  violent 
fun,  has  been  uniformly,  without  mi- 
racle, the  caufe  of  Egypt  being  re- 
gularly overflowed. 

"  The  fun  being  nearly  ftationary 
for  fome  days  in  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn, the  air  there  becomes  f<? 
much    rarified,    that    the    heavier 
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winds;  charged  with  watery  par- 
'  tides,  rufti  in  upon  it  from  the  At- 
lantic on  the  weir,  und  from  the  In- 
dian Ocean  on  the  eaft.  The  fouth 
wind,  moreover,  loaded  with  heavy 
rapour,  condenfed  in  that  high  ridge 
ef  mountains  not  far  fouth  of  the 
Line,  which  forms  a  fpine  to  the 
peninfula  of  Africa,  and,  running 
northward  with  the  other  two,  fur- 
nifh  wherewithal  to  reftore  the  equi- 
librium, 

"  The  fan,  having  thus  gathered 
fuch  a  quantity  of  vapours  as  it  were 
to  a  focus,  now  puts  them  in  mo- 
tion, and  draws  them  after  it  in  its 
rapid  progrefs  northward.    Advan- 

•  cing  to  the  Line,  the  fun  brings  on 
a  few  drops  of  rain  at  Gondar  the 
j ft  of.  March,  being  then  diftant  5° 
from  the  zenith;  thefe  are  greedily 
abforbed  by  the  thirfly  foil ;  and 
this  feems  to  be  the  fartheft  extent 
of  the  fun's  influence,  capable  of 
cauiii\g  rain,  which  then  only  falls 
in  large  drops,  and  lafls  but  a  few 
minutes :  the  rainy  feafon,  however, 
begins  moft  ferioufly  upon  its  arri- 
val at  the  zenith  of  every  place,  and 
thefe  rains  continue  conftant  and  in- 

. -creating  after  he  has  pafledit,  in  his 
progrels  northward.     In  April,  all 

•  the  rivers  in   Amhara,  Begem der, 
and  Lafta,  firfl  difcoloured,  and  then 
beginning  to  fwell,  join  the  Nile  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  its  courfe  near- 
eft  them.  In  the  beginning  of  May, 
hundreds  of  ftreams  pour  themfelves 
from  Gojam,  Damot,  Maitfha,  and 
Dembea,  into  the  lake  Tzana,  which 
had  become  low  by  intenfe  evapo- 
ration, but  now  begins  to  till  infen- 
iibly,  and  contributes  a  large  quan- 
tity of  water  to  the  Nile,  before  it 
falls  down  the  cataract  of  Alata.   In 
the  beginning  of  June,  the  fun  hav- 
ing  now  palled  all  Abyflinia,  the 
livers  there  are  all  full,  a^atf.  then  is 


the  time  of  the  greateft  rains  in 
Abyflinia,  while  it  is  for  fome  days, 
as  it  were,  ftationary  in  the  tropic  of 
Cancer. 

"  Thefe  rains  are  collected  by  the 
four  great  rivers  in  Abyflinia;  the 
IViareb,  the  Bowiha,  Taca7ze,  and 
the  Nile.  All  thefe  principal,  and 
their  tributary  ftreams,  would,  how- 
ever, be  abforbed,  nor  be  able  to 
pafs  the  burning  deierts,  or  find 
their  way  into  Egypt,  were  it  not 
for  the  White  River,  which,  rifmg 
in  a  country  of  almoft  perpetual 
rain,  joins  to  it  a  never- failing 
ftream,  equal  to  the  Njle  itfelf. 

"  In  the  firft  days  of  May,  the 
fun,  in  his  way  to  the  northern  tro- 
pic, is  vertical  over  the  fmall  village 
of  Gerri,  the  limit  of  the  tropical 
rains.  Not  all  the  influence  of  the 
fun,  which  has  already  paft  its  ze- 
nith, and  for  many  days  has  been  as 
it  were  ftationary  within  a  few  de- 
grees  of  it  over  Syene,  in  the  tropic 
of  Cancer,  can  bring  them  one  inch 
farther  to  the  northward.  Yet  ali 
the  time  that  it  is  in  the  tropic  of 
Cancer  at  its  greateft  diftance,  thefe 
rains  are  then  at  their  hcavieft 
throughout  all  Abyflinia;  and  E- 
gypt,  and  all  its  labours,  would  foon 
■be  fwept  into  the  Mediterranean, 
did  not  the  fun  now  begin  to  change 
its  fphere  of  action,  by  haftening  its 
progrefs  fouthward. 

"  From  Syene  the  fun  paffes  over 
the  defert,  and  arrives  at  Gerri;' 
here  he  reverfes  the  effects  his  in- 
fluence had  when  on  his  paflage 
northward";  for  whereas,  in  his 
whole  courfe  of  declination  north- 
ward, from  the  Line  to  Gerri,  he 
brought  t>n  the  rains  at  every  place 
where  he  became  vertical,  fo  now 
he  cuts,  off  thofe  rains, the  inftant he 
returns  to  the  zenith  of  each  of 
thofe  places,  patiing  over  Abyflinia 

in 
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in  his  journey  fouthward,  till  arrived 
at  the  Line,  in  the  autumnal  equi- 
nox, his  influence  ceafes  on  the  fide 
of  Abyflinia,  and  goes  to  extend  it- 
felf  to  .  the  fouthem  hemifphere. 
And  Co  precifely  is  this  ftupendous 
Operation  calculated,  that,  on  the 
25  th  of  September,  only  three  days 
after  the  equinox,  the  Nile  is  gene- 
rally found  at  Cairo  to  be  at  its 
high  eft,  and  begins  to  diminifh  every 
day  after. 

«  There  are  three  remarkable 
appearances  attending  the  inunda- 
tion of  the  Nile :  every  morning  in 
Abyffinia  is  clear,  and  the  fun 
ihines.  About  nine,  a  fmall  cloud, 
not  above  four  feet  broad,  appears 
in  the  eaft,  whirling  violently  round 
as  if  upon  an  axis,  but,  arrived  near 
the  zenith,  it  firft  abates  its  motion, 
then  lofes  its.  form,  and  extends  it- 
felf  greatly,  and  feems  to  call  up  va- 
pours from  all  oppofite  quarters. 
Thefe  clouds  having  attained  near-  ( 
ly  the  fame  height,  rufh  againft  each 
other  with  great  violence,  and  put 
me  always  in  mind  of  Eiifha  fore- 
telling rain  on  Mount  Carmel  *. 
The  air,  impelled  before  the  heavieft 
mafs,  or  fwifteft  mover,  makes  an 
impreflion  of  its  own  form  in  the 
collection  of  clouds  oppofite,  and  the 
moment  it  has  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  fpace  made  to  receive  it,  the 
moft  violent  thunder  poflible  to  be 
-Conceived  inftantly  folio ws,  with 
rain :  after  fome  hours,  the  fky  again 
clears,  with  a  wind  at  north,  and  it 
is  always  difagreeably  cold  when  the 
thermometer  is  below  63 °. 

«  The  fecond  thing  remarkable 
is  the  variation  of  the  thermometer ; 
when  the  fun  h  in  the  fouthern  tro- 
pic, 36  °  diftant  from  the  zenith  of 
Gondar,  it  is   feldom  lower  than 


720;  but  it  falls  to  6o°  and  $9* 
when  the  fun  is  immediately  verti- 
cal; fo  happily  does  the  approach 
of  rain  compenfate  the  heat  of  the 
too-fcorching  fun. 

"  The  third  is,  that  remarkable 
flop  in  the  extent  of  the  rains  north- 
ward, when  the  fun,  that  has  con* 
dueled  the  vapours  from  the  Line, 
and  mould  feem,  now  more  than 
ever,  to  be  in  pofleffion  of  them,  is 
here  over-ruled  fuddenly,  till,  on  its 
return  to  the  zenith  of  Gerri,  again 
it  refumes  the  abfolute  command 
over  the  rain,  and  re-conducls  it  to- 
the  Line  to  furnifh  diftant  deluges 
to  the  fouthward." 

The  fourth  volume  contains  his 
return  from  the  fource  of  the  Nile 
to  Gondar— the  campaign  of  Ser* 
braxos,  and  revolution  that  follow. 
ed — his  return  through  Sennaar  and 
Be  fa,  or  the  Nubian  D  efert,  and  his 
arrival  at  Marfeilles.  We  fhall 
make  but  one  (hort  extract  from  this 
volume ;  it  is  an  account  of  a  phe- 
nomenon fo  finely  defcribed  by  one 
of  our  poets : 

So  where  our  wide  Numidian  wafta 
extend, 

Sudden  th'  Impetuous  hurricane*  de- 
scend, 

Wheel  thro1  the  air;  in  circling  eddie* 
play, 

Tear  up  whole  plains  and  fweep  whole 
fands  away. 

The  helplefs  traveller,  with  wild  fur- 
prife, 

Sees  the  wide  defert  all  around  him 
rife, 

And,  fmotherM  in  the  dufly  whirl- 
wind, dies. 

"  On  the  14th,  at  fevevt  in  die 
morning,  we  left  AfTa  Nagga,  our 
courfe  being  due  north.  ,At  one 
o'clock  we  alighted  among  feme 
acacia-trees  at  Waadi  el  Halboub, 


*  1  Kings,  chap*  xviii.  ver.  43^ 


having 
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having  gone  twenty-one  miles.  We 
were  here  at  once  furprifed  and  ter- 
rified by  a  fight  furely  one  of  the 
moll  magnificent  in  the  world.    In 
that  vaft  expanfe  of  defert,  from  W. 
and  to  N.  W.  of  us,  we  faw  a  num- 
ber of  prodigious  pillars  of  fand  at 
different  diftances,  at  times  moving 
with  great  celerity,  at  others  (talk- 
ing on  with  a  majeftic  flownefs :  at 
•Intervals  we  thought  they  were  com- 
ing in  a  verf  few  minutes  to  over-^ 
whelm  us;  and  fmall  quantities  of 
fand  did  actually  more  than  once 
reach  us.    Again  they  would  retreat 
fo  as  to  be  almoft  out  of  fight,  their 
tops  reaching  to  the  very  clouds. 
There  the  tops  often  feparated  from 
the  bodies ;  and  thefe,  once  disjoin- 
ed,  difperfed  in  the  air,  and  did  not 
appear  more.    Sometimes  they  were 
broken  near  the  middle,  as  if  ftruck 
with  a  large  cannon- fhot.    About 
noon  they  began  to  advance  with 
confiderable  fwiftnefs  upon  us,  the 
wind  being  very  ftrongf  at  north. 
Eleven  of  them  ranged  alongfide  of 
us  about  the  diftance  of  three  miles. 
The  greateft  diameter  of  the  largeft 
appeared  to  me  at  that  diftance  as  if 
it  would  meafure  ten  feet.    They 
retired  from  us  with  a  wind  at  S.  E. 
leaving  an  impreflion  upon  my  mind 
to  which  I  can  give  no  name,  though 
furely  one  ingredient  in  it  was  fear, 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  won- 
der and  aftonimment.  It  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  flying;  the  fwifteft  horfe, 
or  fafteft  failing  (hip,  could  be  of 
no  ufe  to  carry  us  out  of  this  dan- 
ger, and  the  full  perfuafion  of  this 
rivetted  me  as  if  to  the  fpot  where 
I  flood,  and  let  the  camels  gain  on 
me  fo  much  in  my  Hate  of  lamenefs, 
that  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  I 
could  overtake  them." 

Mr.  Bruce  has  added  a  fifth  vo- 
lume, in  the  form  of  an  appendix, 
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with  a  view  of  preferring  the  fub- 
je$  of  natural  hiilory  difUnd  from 
the  other  objefts  of  his  travels.  He 
was  apprehenfive  that  by  prefenting 
the  two  fubjefts  promifcuoufly,  he 
might  incommode  and  difguft  both 
fpecies  of  readers. 

The  firft  portion  of  this  part  of 
the  work  treats  of  trees,  fhrubs,  or 
plants ;  and  in  the  fele&ing  of  them, 
our  author  obferves,  that  he  has 
preferred  thofe  which,  having  once 
been  confidered  as  fubje&s  of  con* 
fequence  by  the  ancients,  and  treat- 
ed largely  of  by  them,  are  now 
come,  from  want  of  the  advantage 
of  drawing,  lapfe  of  time,  change  of 
climate,  alteration  of  manners,  or 
accident  befallen  the  inhabitants  of 
a  country,  to  be  of  doubtful  cxifl- 
ence  and  uncertain  description. 

After  having  bellowed  his  firft 
confideration  upon  thofe  that  make 
a  principal  figure  in  ancient  hiflory; 
which  are  either  not  at  all  orun- 
perfedlly  known  now,  his  next  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  thofe 
which  have  their  ufes  in  manufac- 
tures, medicine,  or  are  ufed  as  food 
in  the  countries  he  is  defcribing. 
The  next  fubjeft  treated  of  are  the 
plants,  or  the  varieties  of  plants  un- 
known, whether  in  genus  or  fpc* 
cies. 

Amongft  thefe  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  a  plant  called  by 
the  Abyffinians  Wooginoos, 

"  1  his  (hrub  is  a  production  of 
the  greateft  part  of  Abyflinia,  efpe- 
cially  the  fides  of  the  valleys  in  the 
low  country,  or  Kolla.  It  is  indeed 
on  the  north  fide  of  Debra  Tzai, 
where  you  firft  defcend  into  the 
Kolla.  This  drawing  was  made  at 
Hor-Cacamoot,  in  Ras  el  Feel 
where  the  Wooginoos  grows  a- 
bundantly,  and  where  dyfenteriet 
reign  continually,  Heaven  having 
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put  the  antidote  In  the  feme  place 
Where  grows  the  poifon. 

"  Some  weeks  before  I  left  Gon- 
dar  I  had  been  very  much  torment- 
ed with  this  difeafe,  and  J  had  tried 
both  ways  of  treating  it,  the  one  by 
hot  medicines  and  aftringents,  the 
Other  by  the  contrary   method  pf 
diluting.     Small  dofes  of  ipecacu- 
anha under  the  bark  had  for  feveral 
times   procured  me  temporary  re- 
lief but  relapfes  always  followed. 
JMy  ftrength  began  to  fail,  and, 
after  a  fevere  return  of  this  difeafe, 
I  had,  at  my  ominous  manfion,  Hpr- 
cacamoot,  the  valley  of  the  fhadow 
of  death,  a  very  unpromifing  pro- 
fpedfc,  for  J  was  now  going  to  pafs 
tnrough  the  kingdom  of  Sennaar  in 
the  time  of  year  when  that  difeafe 
mod  rages. 

«  Sheba,  chief  of  the  Shangalla, 
called  Genjar,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Xuara,  had  at  this  time  a  kind  of 
embafTy  or  meflage  to  Ras  el  FeeL 
He  wanted  to  burn  fome  villages  in 
Atbara  belonging  to  the  Arabs 
Jeheina,  and  wifhed  Yafine  might 
not  protect  them  :  they  often  came 
and  fat  with  me,  and  one  of  them 
Rearing  of  my  complaint,  and  the 
apprehenfions  I  annexed  to  it,  feem- 
ed  to  make  very  light  of  both,  and 
the  reafon  was,  he  found  at  the  very 
door  this  fhrub,  the  ftrong  and  lig- 
neous foot  of  which,  nearly  as 
thick  as  a  parfnip,  was  covered 
with  a  clean,  clear,  wrinkled  bark, 
of  a  light-brown  colour,  and  which 
peeled  eafily  off  the  root.  The 
bark  was  without  fibres  to  the  very 
end,  where  it  fplit  like  a  fork  into 
two  thin  divifions.  After  having 
cleared  the  iniide  pf  if  of  a  whitilh. 
v  membrane,  he  laid  it  to  dry  in  the 
fun,  and  then  would  have  bruifed 
it  between  two  ftones,  had  we  not 
.fhewn  him  the  eauer  and  more  ex- 


peditious  way  of  powdering  it  in  % 

mortar. 

«  The  faf*  dofe  I  took  was  about 
a  heaped  tea-fpoonful  in  a  cup  of 
camel's  milk;  I  took  two  of  thefe 
in  a  day,  and  then  in  the  morning  a 
tea- cup  of  the  infuiion  in  camel's 
milk  warm.     It  was  attended  die 
firft  day  with  a  violent  drought, 
but  I  was  prohibited  from  drinking 
either  water  or  bouza.     I  made 
privately  a  drink  of  my  own;  I 
took  a  little  boiled  water  which 
had  flood  to  cool,  and  in  it  a  finall 
quantity  of  fpirits.     I'  after  ufed 
fome  ripe  tamarinds  in  water,  which 
I  thought  did  me  harm.     I  cannot 
fay  I  found  any  alteration  for  the 
firlt  day,  unlefs  a  kind  of  hope  that 
I  was  growing  better,  but  the  fe- 
cond  day  I  found  myfelf  fenfibly 
recovered.    I  left  off  laudanum  and 
ipecacuanha,  and  refolved  to  truft 
only  to  my  medicine.     In  looking 
at  my  journal,  I  think  it  was  the 
6th  or  7th  day  that  I  pronounced 
myfelf  well,  and,  though  I  had  re- 
turns  afterwards,  I  never  was  re- 
duced to  the  neceflity  of  taking  one 
drop  of  laudanum,  although  before 
I  had  been  very  free  with  it.  I  did 
not  perceive  it  occafioned  any  ex- 
traordinary evacuation,  nor  any  re- 
markable fymptom  but  that  -con* 
tinned  thirft,  which  abated  after  it 
had*  been  taken  fome  time. 

«?  In  the  courfe  of  my  journey 
through  Sennaar,  I  faw  that  all  the 
'  inhabitants  were  well  acquainted 
with  the, virtues  of  this  plant  I 
had  prepared  a  quantity  pounded 
into  powder,  and  ufed  it  fuccefs- 
fully  everywhere,.  I  thought  that, 
the  mixing  of  a  third  of  bark  with 
it  produced  the  effedt  more  fpeedi- 
ly,  and,  as  we  had  now  little  oph 
portunity  of  getting  milk,  we  made 
an  infufion  in  water,     I   tried  a 
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fpirituous  tinfture,  which  I  do  be- 
lieve would  fucceed  well,  I  made 
fome  for  myfelf  and  fervants,  a 
ipoonral  of  whkh  we  ufed  to  take 
when  we  found  fymptoms  of  our 
.  difeafe  returning,  or  when  it  was 
raging  in  the  place  in  which  we 
chanced  to  refide.  It  is  a  plain, 
fimple  bitter,  without  any  aromatic 
or  refinous  tafte.  It  leaves  in  your 
tnroat  and  palate  fomething  of 
roughnefs  refembling  ipecacuanha. 

"  This  fhrub  was  not  before 
known  to  botanifts.  I  brought  the 
feeds  to  Europe,  and  it  has  grown 
in  every  garden,  but  has  produced 
only  flowers,  and  never  came  to 
fruit.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Prefident 
of  the  Royal  Society,  employed 
Mr.  Millar  to  make  a  large  draw- 
ing from  this  fhrub  as  it  had  grown 
at  Kew.  The  drawing  was  as  ele- 
gant as  could  be  wifhed,  and  did 
the  original  great  juftice.  To  this 
piece  of  politenefs  Sir  Jofeph  added 
another,  of  calling  it  after  its  dif- 
'coverer's  name,  Brucea  Antidyfen- 
terica :  the  prefent  figure  is  from  a 
drawing  of  my  own  on  the  fpot  at 
Ras  el  Feel. 

"  The  leaf  is  oblong  and  point- 
ed, fmooth,  and  without  collateral 
ribs  that  are  vifible.  The  right 
fide  of  the  leaf  is  a  deep  green,  the 
reverfe  very  little  lighter.  The 
leaves  are  placed  two  and  two  upon 


the  branch,  with  a  fingle  one  at  the 
end-  The  flowers  come  chiefly 
from  the  point  of  the  (talk  from 
each  fide  of  a  long  branch.  The  ' 
cup  is  a  perianthium  divided  into 
four  fegments.  The  flower  has 
four  petals,  with  a  ftrong  rib  down 
the  center  of  each.  In  place  of  a 
piftil  there  is  a  fmall  cup,  round 
which,  between  the  fegments  of 
the  perianthium  and  the  petala  of 
the  flower,  four  feeble  ftamina 
arife,  with  a  large  ftigma  of  a  crim- 
fon  colour,  of  the  fhape  of  a  coffee- 
bean,  and  divided  in  the  middle." 

The  hiftory  of  birds  and  beads 
occupies  the  next  place;  and  the 
rule  which  is  followed  here,  is  ^o 
give  the  preference  to  fuch  of  each 
kind  as  are  mentioned  in  fcripture, 
and  concerning  which  doubts  have 
arife n.  As  for  the  fifties  and  other 
marine  productions  of  the  Red  Sea, 
Mr.  Bruce  obferves,  that  his  indus- 
try has  been  too  great  for  his  cir- 
cumftances,  and  that  he  has  by  him 
above  300  articles  from  the  Arabian 
gulph  alone,  all  of  equal  merit  with 
thofe  fpecimer^  which  he  has  laid 
before  the  public.  He  adds,  that  his 
moderate  fortune,  already  impaired 
by  the  expence  of  the  journey,  will 
not,  without  doing  injuflice  to  hit 
family,  bear  the  additional  one  of 
publifhing  the  numerous  articles  h$ 
is  in  pofleflipa  of. 
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Retrofpeftive  view  of  the  affairs  of  Trance  towards  the  clofi  of  the  par  tftfy 
State  of  Paris.  Sudden  and  frequent  revolutions  in  the  government  am 
conftitution  of  that  metropolis.  Body  of  electors  appointed  for  the  prefent» 
fofupply  the  place  of  the  former  regal  and  municipal  authorities.  Laudable 
condutl  of  the  eleclers,  and  great  benefits  derived  from  it,  in  preferring 
fome  degree  of  order  and  peace  in  that  city.  Incidents  which  led  to  their 
being  expofed  to  imminent  danger,  through  the  caprice  and  the  fujpicious 
dijpofitidn  of  the  people.  Seemingly  apprebenfive  of.  this  change  if  temper* 
they  had  the  fortune  previoufly  to  fecure  a  retreat*  by  inducing  the  people  t9 
elecl  120  deputies,  who  were  to  be  their  temporary  fucceffors.  The  divi* 
fion  of  Paris  into  fixty  diftriSs^  for  the  better  conducing  of  the  late  elec- 
tions for  deputies  to  the  fates,  productive  of  many  confequences  favourable 
to  the  revolution,  as  vjell  as  to  the  eftahlijbment  of  form  and  order.  In 
each  of  thefe  diftritls  general  ajfimblies  were  held,  wbofe  refolutions  carried 
the  ejfecl  of  laws,  and  the  moft  fovereign  acls  of  authority  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  diftrid,  were  difoenfed  by  its  own  adminifiration.  Thus,  Paris 
was  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  confederacy,  compofed  of  fixty  independent 
democratical  republics,  than  as  one  commonwealth.  A  few  demagogues 
affiime  the  lead  in  all  thefe  diftricls,  and  being  fupported  by  the  lower  orders, 
fion  oblige  people  of  characler  to  ahfent  them/elves  from  thefe  ajfcmblies. 
Injkutces  of  the  notfe,  diforder,  and  tumult,  which  prevailed  at  thefe  meet- 
ings. New  republican  clubs,  who  have  their  appendant  focieties  in  every 
ttown  of  France,  fion  become  rulers  of  the  mobs  and  demagogues  of  Paris, 
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and  at  the  fame  time  diclators  to  the  national  affembly.     Inftances  from  4 
^    Writer  of  credit,  that  falfehoods  and  forger  Us  were  the  great  and  confidnt 
refources  of  the  cabals  in  Paris,     Parifians  noted  for  credulity,  and  at  the 
fame  time  for  the  extreme  fufpicioufnefs  of  their  nature.     Similar   inftances 
of  credulity  in  the  provinces.     The  excejfive  liberty  and  unbounded  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  a  powerful  inftrument  of  the  revolution.     The  literati 
of  Paris  efiimated  at   20,000,  and  thefe  diclated  to  the  reft  of  the  nation. 
Unaccountable  and  indefefifeble  fupinenefs  of  the  minjfters,  with  refpeii  to 
the  prefs.     Strange  and  fatal  blindnefs  of  the  two  ftrft  orders  of  the  fate. 
Famine j  as  a  caufe  of  general  difcontent,  another  powerful  inftrument  of  the 
revolution.     Real  or  imputed  conducl   of  the  duke  of  Orleans.     National 
affembly  ferioufly  alarmed  at  the  conflagrations  and  maffacres  which  were 
fbreading  defolation  xand  ruin  through  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  nobi- 
lity being  hunted  down  like  wild  beafts  in  federal  of  the  provinces.     Vbis 
imprejfton  of  terror,  produces  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  \th  of  Auguft. 
''    The  vif count  Noailles,  and  the  duke  d*Aiguillon,  make  fpeeches  in   the  af- 
fembly, in  which  they  propofe  fubftantial  redrefs  and  relief  to  the  peafantry, 
by  relinquijhing  and  abolifhing  thofe  parts  of  the  feudal  rights  and  duties, 
which  lay  the  heavieft  on,  or  were  the  moft  complained  of  by,  that  order  of 
men.     A  fudden  fit   of  enthufiafm  fpreads  at  once  through  the  two  firft 
orders,  and  the  only  conteft  after  feemed  to  be,  who  Jhould  facrifice  the  moft, 
and  who  Jhould  be  the  firft  to   offer;  while   the  commons  feemed  loft   in 
aftonijhment  and  applaufe.     It  was  in  an  inftant  decreed,  that  all  impofts 
Jhould  be  equally  and  equitably  laid  on ;  that  all  the  feudal  fervices  Jhould 
he  redeemable  at  an  equitable  price ;  and  that  perfonal  fervitude  Jhould  be 
%  mbolijhed  for  ever,  without  any  pur  chafe.     Thefe  are  followed  by  a  facri- 
fice of  the  exclufive  rights   of  the  chace,   of  fijhing,   of  warren,   and  of 
dove-cotes,.     The  parijh  priefts    make    an   offering  of  all  their  parochial 
perquifites,  and  the  beneficiaries  bind  them/elves  never  to  hold  a  plurality. 
Various  other  refolutions  paffed  on  the  fame  might,  each  of  which  was  from 
that  moment  confidered  as  an  irrevocable  decree,  and  afterwards  made  the 
foundation  of  a  formal  law.     Affembly  decree  a  medal  to  be  ft  ruck,  to  com- 
memorate the  aSis  of  this  glorious  night.     They  likewife  confer  on  the  king 
the  title  of  Reftorer  of  the  Liberties  of  France.     Solemn  Te'Deum  cele- 
brated, at  which   the  king  and  the  national  affembly  afftft.     Aftonijhment 
and  dijmay  cf  the  clergy,  after  the  great  facrifices  which  they  had  volun- 
tarily made,  upon  a  motion  for  the  fequeftration  of  their  tithes.     Debates 
renewed  with  great  violence  on  the  following  day.     Caufe  of  the  clergy 
gloquently  and  ably  defended  by  the  Abbe  Sieyes.     In  general   they  ft  and 
firmly  in  fupport  of  their  rights.     Debate,  after  much  tumult,  adjourned 
late  at  night.     Means  ujed  during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  the  morn- 
ing,  to  bring  over  the   heads  of  the  clergy  to  a  confent.     Archbijhop  of 
Paris,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  furrenders  all  the  tithes  of  the  church 
into  the  hands  of  the  nation.     His  Jhort  fpeech  on  that  occajton.     The  old 
provincial  names,  diftinflions,  peculiar  rights,  and  privileges,  determined  to  be 
mbolijhed,  and  the  whole  nation  cotifolidated  into  one  compacl  body,  and  under 
WifdaJ  farm  of  government %     Deputies  of  privileged  towns  and  d^ftriclf 
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tnake  a  furrender  of  their  charter**  and  municipal  documents*     Provinchi 
which  poffeffed  a  right  of  taxing  them/elves,  renounced  that  right  and  their 
fates  together ;  and  the  parliaments  were  annihilated  as  <weTl  as  the  pro- 
vincial ftates.     All  fees  and  taxes  to  the  court  of  Rome  for  enter  aholijhti 
Some  observations  on  the  precipitancy,  with  which  fix  teen  laws  of  the  utmo/t 
moment  were  hurried  through  in  one  night ;  as  well  as  on  the  had  effecJ  of 
pajffing  laws  by  acclamation.     Nobility  and  clergy  in  the  provinces  highly 
difcontented  with  the  conducl  of  their  delegates  on  the  qtk  of  Augufl,  in  mak- 
ing fuch  vaft  facrifices  without  their  confent.      Several  members   of  the 
affembly  likewife  repent  their  own  concejjions,  and  become  equally  diffatisfied. 
Landed  proprietaries  at  length  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  and  re- 
prefs  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  peafantry.     King  appoints  a  new  minif 
try,  with  the  approbation  of  the  affembly.     Diftreffed  ft  ate  of  the  public, 
through  the  failure  of  the  taxes.    Loans  attempted  and  fail.     Scheme  of  pa- 
triotic contributions  adopted.  %  { I 
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King  and  queen  fend  their  gold  and  fiver  plate  to  the  mint.  Patriotic  dona* 
tions  incapable  of  relieving  tht  necefpties  of  the  ft  ate.  Extraordinary  tan 
decreed,  under  the  name  of  a  patriotic  contribution,  by  which  each  man  was 
to  contribute  one  fourth  of  his  annual  revenue  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 
Loud  complaints  and  violent  animofities  excited  by  this  partial  tax.  Em- 
barrajpnents  and  difficulties  which  the  national  affembly  experienced  in  fram- 
ing the  new  declaration  of  rights.  Great  debates  upon  the  propriety  or 
inexpedience  of  adopting  the  meafure.  Declaration  at  length  pajfed  and  pro- 
mulgated. Saying  of  Mirabeau  upon  the  fubjeS.  Affembly  divided  into  a 
number  of feci  tons  or  committees,  to  each  of  which  is  affrgned  fome  fpecified 
part  of  the  new  conftitution,  on  which  it  is  to  make  a  report*  Grand 
queftion  arifes,  What  Jh are  of  authority  it  was  fitting  the  king  Jhould  pof- 
fefs  in  the  new  legijlaturef  This  operates  like  a  touchftone  in  trying  every 
man's  principles,  and  compelling  him  to  an  open  avowal  of  them.  Affembly 
arranged,  face  to  face,  in  two  great  hoftile  divifions,  apparently  equal 
in  ftrength  and  numbers.  Violent  contefts  enfue,  and  are  fo  long  con* 
tinued,  that  the.  people  without,  and  at  length  the  whole  nation,  become 
parties  in  them.  State  of  the  parties  within  and  without,  who  thus  di- 
vided the  affembly  and  the  nation.  King's  veto,  or  negative,  with  refpe£t 
to  the  p offing  of  laws,  one  of  the  fubjecls  moft  violently  and  generally  agi- 
tated\  Populace  of  Paris  interfere  openly  in  the  queftion  of  the  veto  ; 
while  the  crowds  in  the  galleries  of  the  affembly  become  fo  daringly  auda- 
cious, as  by  hootings  and  revilings  to  endeavour  to  drown  the  voices,  and  by 
infults  and  menaces  to  deter  from  giving  their  votes  all  thoje  members  wb* 
fupported  the  rights  of  the  crown*  Long  lifts  of  members  who  were  marked 
for \profcription,  and  defined  to  be  vihims  fo  the  vengeance  of  the  people ± 
publijhed  in  Paris ±  and  diftributed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom,.  P§* 
pular  fermentation  in  Paris  rifen  nearly  to  its  higheft  pitch*     The  notorious 
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•  St.  Hufuge,  attempts  to  have  th$  ktngi  the  dauphin,  and  the  national  affem~ 
Uy,  brought  to  Paris;  fut  by  the  Jpirited  exertions  of  La  Fayette,  Easily, 
and  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  leaders  are  committed  to  prifon,  and  the  /edition 
fuelled.     Heavy  complaints  made  to  the  affembly  by  fever al  of  its  members 
of  tbofe  treafonable  attempts  againft  the  freedom  of  the  king,  as  well  as  of 
that  body  it/elf;  and  likewife  of  the  lifts  of  profcription  which  were  put- 
Ujhed,  and  of  the  incendiary  letters  by  which*  they  were  continually  menaced 
with  deftruclion ;  but  Mirabeau  with  his  faction  turn  the  whole  complaint 
into  ridicule.     Numberlefs  charges  of fuppofed  plots  and  con/piracies  now 
made  againft  the  royalifts;  which  effectually  an/wer  one  purpofe,  in  exciting 
a  general  alarm  and  ferment  through  the  nation.     The  Parijtans,  in  parti' 
cular,  become  again  dangeroufty  outrageous,  and  every  thing  bears  the  fame 
afpeB  as  in  the  preceding  months  of  June  and  July.     In  this  ftate  of  affairs, 
the  king,  ever  wijhing  to  preferve  or  reftore  tranquillity,  fends  Neckar  with 
a  propofal  to  the  affembly,  declaring  that  he  would  be  contented  with  a 
Jjtfpenfive  veto,  wbofe  operation  Jhould  not  laft  longer  than  one  or  two  legif 
latures,     This .  propofal  received  with  fatisfadion ;   and  it  was  decreed, 
that  the  royal  fufpenfion  Jhould  continue  during  two  legiftatures.     Great  de- 
bates on  the  queftion,  whether  the  national  affembly  Jhould  be  compofed  of  one 
or  two  chambers,     Queftion  at  length  carried  for  a  Jingle  chamber  by  a  pro* 
digious  majority.     Members  obliged  to  procure   certificates  how  they  had 
given  their  votes;  to  preferve  their  houfes  and  families  from  deftruclion. 
Affembly  decree,  that  the  legiftative  body  Jhall  be  renewed  every  two  years 
byeleSions.     Receive  a  letter  from  the  king,  containing  his  objections  to 
certain  parts  of  fome  of  the  new  laws,  which  occafions  much  dif content  in 
the  affembly.   King  obliged  to  give  his  fanSlion  ftmpty,  and  without  comment, 
to  the  laws  in  queftion.     Things  tending  faft  to  an  extraordinary  crifis  both 
m  Paris  and  Verjailles.     Affembly,  however,  confirm  the  hereditary  fuc- 
cejjion  if  the  crown ;  and  declare  the  king's  per/on  /acred  and  inviolable. 
Arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  at  Verfailles,  the  caufe  or  pretence  of 
the  enfuing  mif chiefs.     Entertainment,  given  by  the  officers  of  the  king's  life 
guards  to  tbofe  of  the  new  corps,  productive  of  much  licentioufnefs  and  folly. 
This  banquet  occafions  a  violent  ferment  both  at  Paris. and  Verjailles^    Nu- 
merous army  of  women,  after  plundering  the  town  houfe,  and  fupplying 
ihemfelves  with  arms  and  artillery,  march  from  Paris  to  Verfailles.     Are 
followed  by  unnumbered  bands  of  ruffians.     And  not  long  after  by   La 
Fayette,  at  the  bead  of  a  confiderable  army  of  the  national  guards.     Events 
of  the  $tb  and  6th  of  Oclober.     King  and  royal  family  led  captive  to 
Paris.     Tumult  in  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  a  baker,  footf  after  the  arrival 
of  the  national  affembly,  occafion-  the  greauft  alarm  and  apprebenfion  in  that 
body.     Severe  decree  paffed,  by  which  the  magiftrates  are  empowered  to  pro* 
claim  martial  law,  and  to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities  in  reprejfing  the  fu- 
ture outrages  of  the  mob.     La  Fayette  procures  the  Duke  of  Orleans*  departure 
to  England.  [zj 
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Ejfeils  of  the  tranfailionj  in  France  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Great* 
Britain.     General  difpofition  in  their  favour  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution*    Various  political fpeculmtions  thereon.    The  evils  which  followed 
forefeen  by  more  accurate  obfervers,  and  particularly  foretold  in  the  celebrated 
work  of  Mr.  Burke.     The  intereft  which  the  French  leaders  had  in  in- 
volving the  furrounding fates  in  the  fame  diftraitions.   Their  attempts,  and 
the  effects  of  them,  particularly  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.     Meeting  of 
parliament.     Speech  from  the  throne.     Addrefs  voted  in  both  houfes  without 
debute.     Aft  of  indemnity  relative  to  the  order  of  council  for  flopping  the 
exportation  of  corn.     Military  eftimates  animadverted  upon  by  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  Mr.  Mar/ham,  and  Mr.  Fox ;  and  defended  by  Mr.  Grenville  and 
Mr.  Pitt.     Some  exprefjions  of  Mr.  Fox,  applauding  the  French  revolution, 
and  the  conduit  of  the  French  army  on  that  occafon,  cenfured  by  Col.  Phipps. 
The  fame  fubjett  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke.     His  f}eech  upon  the  fpirit  and 
conferences  of  that  event,  and  his  regret  at  differing  in  opinion  from  Mr. 
Fox.     His  opinion  concerning  the  conduit  of  the  French  army,  and  con- 
cerning the  comparifon  between  the  French  revolution,  and  the  revolution  of 
l688.     His  fpeech  received  with  general  applaufe.     Mr.  Fox,  in  reply  >  la- 
ments the  difference  of  opinion  between  them.     His  encomium  upon  Mr. 
Burke.     Explains  his  own  fentiments  refpeiting  the  French  revolution.    Pro- 
feffes  his  pehtical principles.     His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  1688.     His 
apology  for  the  excefjes  of  the  French  patriots.     Mr.  Sheridan* s  fpeech  upon 
the  fame  occqfion.     Declares  his  entire  difference  of  opinion  from  Mr.  Burke. 
Defends  the  French  revolution.     Apologizes  for  its  excefjes.     Charges  Mr. 
Burke  with  being  an  advocate  for  defpotifm.     Compliments  the  marquis  dt 
la  Fayette,  and  other  French  patriots.     His  opinion  of  the  revolution  of  1 6$$. 
Mr.  Pittt  and  other  members,  rife  to  exprefs  their  obligations  and  gratitude 
to  Mr.  Burke  for  the  fentiments  he  had  expreffed  during  the  debate.  [62 
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The  diffcnters  encouraged,  by  /he  fmall  majority  by  which  the  motion  for  the" 
repeal  of  the  teft  and  corporation  ait  was  rejeiled  the  loft  fejion,  to  renew 
their  application.  Steps  taken  by  them  to  fupport  it.  Alarm  of  the  friends 
of  the  eftablijhed  church.  Mr.  Fox9s  fpeech  upon  moving  for  the  repeal.  Hit 
general  principles  of  toleration.  His  opinion  of  the  impolicy  and  injuftice  of 
the  teft  laws.  Argues  from  the  merits  of  the  diffenters.  Urges  the  example 
of  France.  Cenfures  the  conduit  of  the  bifhop  of  St.  David* s.  Concludes 
with  declaring  his  determination  to  fupport  the  queftion  he  had  brought  for- 
ward upon  every  future  occafion.  Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  objeHs 
to  its  extent,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  was  fupport ed.  Is  of  opinion  it 
might  affcft  thefecurity  of  the' ckurtb.     He  confiders  the  teft  ails  as  proper 
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Pejfraints  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crovsn.     Animadverts  on  the  attempts  of 
toe  diffenters  to  influence  member*  of  parliament.     Thinks  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous totruft  them  tvith  povjer.  .  And  that  tefis,  the  Jeverity  of 'which  could 
be  occafionally  mitigated,  were  neceffary  to  enable  government  to  ward  off 
danger  in  cafes  of  necejjity.     Mr*  Burke  concurs  with  Mr.  Fox  in  Ifis  prin- 
ciples of  toleration  ;  but  thinks  the  diffenters,  at  the  prefent  moment,  not  in* 
titled  to  indulgence.     Charges  them  vjitb  J odious  and  dangerous  practices, 
and  reads  various  papers  infupport  of  his  charge.   Suggefts  the  propriety  of 
a  nenv  tefl,  and  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  their  recent  conducJ.     Mr. 
Fox's  motion  rejeeled  by  a  majority  of  294  to  105.     Moticn  by  Mr.  Flood 
for  a  reform  in  parliament.     States  the  inadequacy  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
reprefentation.     Propofes  one  hundred  additional  members  to  be  cbofen  by  re- 
Jident  houfekeepersi,     His  arguments  to  prove  the  necejjity  of  a  reform.     An- 
Jhvers  objedions.     The  motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wyndham.     He  ajjcrts,  that 
the  houje  of  commons,  as  at  prefent  conftituted,  is  adequate  for  all  beneficial 
furpofes.    Anfwers  the  objections  relative  to  the  American  ivar.    Deprecates 
innovations  founded  upon  theories.     Objecls  to  the  time  as  dangerous.     Mr,. 
Pitt  objecls  to  the  motion  as  ill-timed.     Sir  James  fohnftones  objections. 
Mr.  Fox  fupports  the  motion,  and  anfwers  the  objection  of  its  being  ill* 
.  timed.     Mr.  Burke  in  reply.     Other  fpeakers  on  both  fides  the  quefiicn. 
The  motion  agreed  to  be  vuitbdravjn.  [71 
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tdotion  by  Mr.  Montagu  for  increafing  the  /alary  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houft 
of  commons.  He  ftates  his  prefent  emoluments,  argues  upon  their  infuff- 
ciency,  and  propofes  that  they  jbould  be  advanced  to  £.5,000  per  annum* 
Motion  oppofed  by  Mr.  Hujfey,  as  tending  to  increaje  the  influence  of  the 
crown.  Supported  by  Mr.  Marjham  and  other  gentlemen.  Amendment  pro- 
fofed  in  the  committee  that  the  falary  Jhould  be  £.  6000  per  annum, 
and  carried  by  a  large  majority.  India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas* 
Comparative  ftatement  of  the  revenues  and  charges  in  India.  Flourijbing 
fate  of  the  company* s  affairs  in  general.  Doubts  expreffed  by  Mr.  Huffey* 
Speech  of  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  affairs  cf  India.  Proofs  of  the  com- 
pany's difirefs.  Obfervations  on  the  duty  on  fait.  Remarks  §n  the  letter  of 
Lord  Cornvjallis.  Mr.  Devaynes  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  Dundas 
affirts  the  faljhood  of  Mr.  Francis's  fiatcment.  Refolutions  paJJ'ed  by  the 
committee.  Sir  J.  R.  Miller's  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  en 
weights  and  meafures,  to  be  injerted  entire  in  the  article  of  ufeful  projecls. 
Petitions  prefented  for  ube  repeal  of  the  tobacco  excife  Oct.  Motion  upon 
that  fubjecl  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  afferts  that  the  acl  had  endangered  the 
foreign  trade,  encouraged  fmuggling,  and  laid  the  manufaclurer  under  infuper- 
able  hardjhips.  Mr.  Pitt  in  reply.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  Wyndham,  and 
Mr.  Fax,  for  jbe  motion.  Rejected  by  a  majority  of  i<yi  to  147.  Bill 
faffed' to  explain  and  amend  the  tobacco  acl.  Claufe  to  grant  trial  by  juries 
rtjefted.    Budget  for  the  year  1790.     Ffourifbingflate  of  the  finances  and 
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growing  pro/peri ty  of  the  country.  Remarks  on  the  budget  ]by  Mr*  Sheridan* 
Meffage  from  the  king  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  relative  to  the  difputcs 
with  Spain.  Addreffes  voted  unanimoufly.  Motions  for  papers  arid  debates 
thereon.  Vote  of  credit  for  a  million.  Committee  on  American  claims. 
Cafe  of  Mr.  Penn.  Compenfation  voted  for  the  loffes  of  his  family .  Penfion 
granted  to  Dr.  Willis.  Amendment  of  the  tontine  aft.  Account  of  pro- 
ceedings relative1  to  the  Jlave  trade.  Proceedings  relative  to  the  trim  of 
Mr.  Haftings.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Parliament  prorogued.  Summary 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Irijh  parliament.  [82 
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Proceedings  of  the  national  affembly  after  the  new  lavj  had  eft ablijbtd  fane 
order  and  fecurity  in  Paris.  Apply  clofely  to  the  vafi  mafs  of  public  bufi- 
nefs  upon  their  hands.  Political  annihilation  of  the  two  firft  orders  of  the 
fate.  New  laws  for  regulating  eleftions.  Appellation  of  aftive  citizens, 
to  whom  applied.  Much  trouble  fill  with  the  provinces*  to  bring  them  to  a> 
furrender  of  their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges.  France  at  length  divided 
into  eighty -three  departments,  and  the  term »  Province  expunged  from  the 
language.  Creation  and  organization  of  municipalities.  Letters  at  cachet 
abolijhed.  Gabelle,  and  others  of  the  moft  obnoxious  taxes,  abolijhed.  Affem- 
bly enter  into  the  intricate  bufinefs  of  finance ;  augment  the  pay  of  tht  army  ; 
and  eftablijh  a  new  bank.  Grand  fcbeme  for  feiscing  the  eftates  of  the  clergy ', 
and  offering  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  nation*  to  ferve  as  a  fund  and  fecu- 
rity for  the  difcharge  of  the  public  debts*  and  to  anfwer  other  important 
purpofes.  Some  difficulties  and  obftruftions*  which  appear  in  the  way  of  car* 
rying  this  fcbeme  into  execution*  arefkr  out-balanced  by  the  vafi  advantages 
which  it  is  capable  of  producing.  Decree  pajfed*  which  declares  all  the 
ecclefiaftical  eftates  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  nation.  Stipends  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  parijh  priefts*  &c.  Difcontents  rife  to  the  higheft  pitch 
amongft  the  clergy*  many  of  the  bijbops*  and  nearly  all  the  chapters  in  the 
kingdom*  proteft  againft  the  decree.  Combination  of  the  canons*  and  endea- 
vours ufed  at  Rome  to  draw  the  malediftions  of  the  church  upon  the  national 
affembly.  Great  prudence  and  addrefs  difplayed  by  the  affembly  in  its  tranf- 
a  Si  ions  with  the  court  of  Rome.  Sovereign  pontiff feems  to  be  fatisfed  with 
their  proteftations.  France  fwarms  with  publications  of  every  fort*  in 
profe  and  in  verje*  againft  the  national  affembly*  its  proceedings  and  dtfigns. 
Several  of  the  parliaments  attempt  to  be  troublefome*  and  proteft  againft  the 
decrees  of  the  affembly ;  but  having  loft  all  influence  with  the  people*  -are 
obliged  to  fubmit  reluftantly  to  their  fate.  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux  con~ 
tinues  longer  in  a  ft  ate  of  turbulence  than  any  of  the  others*  and  endeavours 
to  excite  an  infurreftion  in  the  f out h.  Stories  of  plots  and  ctrnf piracies  necef- 
fary  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  people  in  conftant  agitation.  Various  accufa- 
tions  againft  the  king*s  minifters*  and  a  greater  number  againft  the  ariftocrates 
in  general.  Animofities  fo  violent  bet-ween  the  remaining  nobles  in  the  af- 
fembly* and  the  democrattcal  leaders,  thfit  frequent  duels  are  the  confequence. 
2  Nation, 
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Nation,  in  general,  /aid  to  be  nmammous  infupporting  the  affembly,  and  efirs 
to  rai/e  three  millions  of/oldiers  in  defence  of  the  new  conftitution.     Situa- 
tion of  the  captive  king  and  of  the  royal  family  in  the  palace,  now  fate  pri* 
forty  of  the  Tbuilleries.     Ill  effeS  produced  at  home  and  abroad,  and  werfe 
confequences  likely  to  enfue,  from  the  kingfs  captivity,  'when  his  free  Jant- 
tion  is  neceffary  to  give  validity  to  their  laws,  caufes  great  uneafinefi  in  the 
national affembly.     Scheme  formed  to  obviate  tbefe  difficulties,  by  inducing  the 
king  to  appear  to  come  voluntarily  to  the  national  affembly,  to  declare  him-  • 
felf  fully  fatisfied  nvitb  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  he  confiders  him/elf 
as  being  at  the  head  of  the  revolution*     Liberal  conduct  of  the  affembly  with  , 
refpeS  to  the  civil  lift.     King  notwitbftanding  firmly  rejetls  all  the  perfua- 
fions  ufed  to  induce  him  to  pay  the,  defer ed  vifet.     Great  difereffes  of  the 
country.     20,000  people  fed  by  charity  at  Lyons,     6,coo  eft  ate s  advertized 
to  be  fold.     Decretot's  noble  manufaSuries  at  Louviers  nearly  ruined.     Riots 
mt  VerfaiUes%     Some  obfervations  on  the  extraordinary  conduS  of  that  peo- 
ple through  the  courfe  of  the  king's  troubles.     Parifeans  become  again  tumul- 
tuous, and,  'without  regard  to  the  general  famine,  want  to  have  the  price 
of  bread  fixed  at  a  lovjer  rate  than  it  could  have  been  afforded  in  the  moft 
plentiful  feafons.     Their  rage  increafcd  to  the  higheft  pitch  upon  the  ac- 
quittal of  Bezenval  by  the  chatelet.     Form  a  plot  for  forcing  the  prifon^ 
and  murdering  him,  on  their  own  principles  of  fummary  jufiice.     All  their 
fc hemes  overthrown,  and  Paris  reduced  to  order,  through  the  activity  and 
vigour  of  La  Fayette,  welljupported  by  the  Bourgeoife  militia.     Surrounds 
a  body  of  l,  l  oo  of  the  mutineers  at  night,  and  makes  200  of  them  prijbners. 
Chatelet  proceed  to  the  trials  of  Lambefc,  Brcglio,  and  others  of  the  prin- 
cipal refugees,  for  the  real  trjuppefed  plot  of  the  preceding  month  of  July. 
Are  all  acquitted,  through  the  failure  of  any  evidence  pfupport  the  charge. 
.  Various  con/piracies  apprehended  or  Jpokcn  of  for  the  re/cue  of  the  king's 
per/on.     The  fubjeS  of  the  kiug9s  infant  death,  as  the  affigned  penalty  for 
any  attempt  to  his  re/cue,  a  matter  of  public  converfation  in  all  companies 
and  among  all  ranks,  without  thefmalUft  exprejjion  of  horror,  at  the  idea  of 
fo  deplorable  a  catafirophe.     King*  s*  firmnefs  at  length  gives  way,  and  he 
fubmits  to  pdy  the  propofed  vifet  to  the  national  affembly,  and  to  make  a 
fpeecb  nearly  fimilar  to  that  prefer ibed.     Affairs  of  the  clergy  finally  fettled, 

their  property  feized,  and  affi gnats  created.  [107 
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Ineffectual  attempts  made  by  the  French  privileged  orders,  for  procuring  rt- 
drefs  or  fuccour  from  the  neighbouring  continental  powers.  State  of  political 
affairs  in  Europe,  which,  with  other  caufes,  tended  to  produce  that  indiffer- 
ence with  refpeSl  to  France  which  now  appeared.  Cturts  of  Madrid  and 
Turin*  Rafh  and  impetuous  proceedings,  along  with  the  contemptuous  lan- 
guage ufed  by  the  national  affembly,  ferves  continually  to  create  new  enemies 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  Wrong  offered  to  the  German  princes  with 
rejpecl  to  their  poffeffions  and  rights  in  Alface,  embitters  the  whole  empire 
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againft  the  new  government,  and  implants  deeply  the  feeds  of  future  conten- 
tion and  war.  Weft  India  colonies  thrown  into  a  fiate  of  the  utmoft  dis- 
order and  confufion,  and  at  length  precipitated  into  the  moft  dreadful /cents 
of  defolation,  conflagration,  and  majjacre,  which  terminate  in  final  deftruc- 
tion,  by  aferies  of  ill-judged  and  precipitate  meqfures,  of  impolitic,  impradli- , 
cable,  or  contradictory  decrees.  Great  diforders  in  the  army.  Soldiers  throw 
off  all  fub ordination  and  discipline.  The  people  being  now  in  poffeffion  of 
liberty,  a  defire  of  .uncontrolled  rule  and  fovereignty  becomes  the  hading  and 
general  pajfion,  a  circumftance  which  ferves  greatly  to  unite  them,  and  to 
ftrengtben  the  new  jyftem.  The  weak  attempts  of  the  royalifts,  and  the  cony 
tinual  reports  of  plots,  con/piracies,  and  in<v a/ions,  caufe  fuch  a  general 
alarm,  that  the  provinces  officiate  and  arm ;  Jo  that  France  feems  covered 
with  camps  and  armies.  State  of  the  arifioc rates  and  parties  adverfe  to 
government.  Corfica  annexed  to  France  as  part  of  the  kingdom.  Applica- 
tion from  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  "the  difpute  with  England,  brings  on 
a  debate  on  the  queftion,  in  wbo/e  hands  the  right  of  peace  and  war  Jbould 
be  lodged.  Second  application  from  Spain  brings  on  a  change  of  the  mi- 
niftry.  Mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  Br  eft.  Anacbarfis  Clootz  introduces  to  . 
the  affembly  his  ambkffadors  from  an  mankind.  Decree  for  abolijhing  all 
titles,  and  obliterating  all  memorials  of  nobility  and  family  diftindion,  for 
ever  in  France.  Grand  national  confederation  at  Paris,  Bloody  conteft 
at  Nancy.  Mr.  Neckar  quits  the  kingdom,  after  various  dif graces,  and 
narrowly  efcaping  the  fury  of  the  Pariftans.  Schifm  of  the  French 
clergy ;  the  greater  part  of  whom  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  their  penfions,  and 
to  expulfion  from  their  paftoral  duties,  rather  than  to  take  the  newly- 
prefcribed  oaths*  [  134 
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